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POPULAR TRIBUNALS. 


CHAPTER I. 


BALLOT-BOX STUFFING. 


"-Then bad men combine the good must associate; else they will fall, one 
by one, an unpitied sacrifice in a contemptible struggle, 
Edmund Burke. 


THIS volun1e has been reserved for the presentation 
of the act
 of the Grand Tribunal organized by the 
citizens of San :Francisco in 1856. 
Since the organization of 1851 a change has con1e 
over our youthful city. In the business streets are 
found evidences of a pernlanent progressive con1111on- 
,vealth; in the suburbs substantial houscs to sonIe 
extent have taken the place of ,vhite tents and boarJ 
shanties. Throughout the state the change is little 
less lnarked. The entire population do not no\v as 
fornlcrly ,vandcr fron1 place to place in their hunt for 
gold like the red l11an in search of food; but civilized 
industry, agriculture, manufactures, and the gentler 
arts of dOlllesticity have taken their place beside COlll- 
111erCe and n1ining, and 111en plant as if intending to 
a\\Tait the harvest. 1\1ean,v hile hope aSSUlnes a rosy 
hue. That first receding ,ya,Te of fortune 'v hich leaves 
heart-sinking disappointnlent-ah, ,yho that has felt 
it can ever forget it I-incident to failure to secure 
,vealth ,vithin the first three months of venture is 
returning, freighted ,vith nobler than gold-digging re- 
solves. The skies of California, ho,y inspiring they 
Pop, TRIB., VOL, II, 1 
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are; the haughty sun, ho,,
 kind it has ?ecomc; and 
h()\v r
rliant thp Yl'rnal hills, the sparklIng strean1S r 
The Lello\\ying hillo\ys of ancient ocean, so lately 
f'()unding dl"\
p:lir, 1l0\Y break upon the expectant sbore 
in happier harillony, 
inging to the pregnant ,:allcys a 
grand:-;irC"s lullaLy. The stars are all gathcring OYE-r 
California; the air is fragrant ,vith fresh longings. 
(}entl
"\ \YOlnan COD1CS, and ,vith her soothing presence 
turns to L'Ont0ntn1cnt the restless rOlnance of sorrov\T. 
Thc yoicc:; of children are hcard. Alubition becolnes 
fìx.ed uIHI reasonable as the 
hifting sands of San 

Frallcisco 3
SUllle a yalue approaching that of goId- 
dust. Galubling-saloons and dens of infauIY disappear 
fronl the 1110re public places, and school-houses anJ 
chnrche::; lnark the el<,\Tation of ll1ind. A paradi:.;e 
of h01l1C and hOIHe-land opens to the so lately gold- 
IJlinùed adventurer. IIera is a habitation for free 
Incn aud chaste "
Olncn; here virtue shall rest and 
rene,v herself, and mcn shall defend her. 
Thus to the eyes of those ,vho now began to call 
the1Hf.ìclveR Californians began to appear California 
in the Y(ìars 1852 and 1853. After that the city- 
1 )uildcrs grc\v a little captious, ,vhich lllood is born of 
1noney, ever potential, and none the less irnperativc 
])y r('ason of its scarcity. The great ,vave of prosper- 
ity, s\vel1ing since the influx of 184a, has begun it
 
sub
iden('e. ({old is no lono-er as P lentiful as cobble- 
'=' 
Rtones; residents \vear "'TY faces, and eastern shippprs 
cur
c the country. Th0 ,vinter of 1854-5 was dry, 
]
arl.r in 1855 banks hegin to fail, and during tl;e 
Inonths \yhi('h follo\v, a financial storu1 s\vecps over the 
R
ate. l
lvestigations illeident to ll10netary disrup- 
tIons CXhlhit a rottcnllCS<=\ in tho financial institution3 
c)f the country little calculated to inspire confidence. 
Ita
call.r rccci\
crs are appointcd to scttle the affairs 
of rascaH,v Lank0rs, and the suits and en1bezzlenleuts 
,,'hiC'h foHo\\? leavo littlp for creditors. 
Thc .cvil-doers of former days, baptized into a vir- 
tuou
 lIfe by the fires ()f 1851, no\v appear upon the 
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streets in dazzling hues, like serpents flan1ing frolH 
their cast-off ,,,inter gear in the glittering 
prillg bun- 
light. 
Like,vise politics and villainy are different frolH 
,,
hat they ,vere. State finances are in a dcplorablp 
condition. ""1 ith constitutional po\ver to create a (leht 
not exceeding three hundred thousand dollars, the state 
o,yes t,velve n1illions. The liberal gifts of the gC'neral 
governl11ent in S\yan1p and tide lands for school pur- 
poses ha ye been frittered a ,va y. \Vhile yet in her 
nonage California's vast inheritance has been s,yal- 
lo\ved by hungry sharh:s, and no,v òQbt and talk of 
repudiation are the burden of her n1editations. ThL' 
state legislature is; a scoff and a by-\vord, a reproach 
to COlnnlon intelligence, C0l111110n honesty, and C01l1- 
n10n decency. Its In embers for the nlost part are the 
tools of unscrupulous knaves, ,vho buy and sell thenl 
like sheep in the shan1Lles, even as ,ve see done to-day. 
"At this tin1e the state and city goverUlllents had 
bccol11e little less than organized systeills for public 
plunder," ,vrites H. P. Coon, an attentive obserYl'r of 
public aff
irs, in a 111anuscript narratiyc contributed 
to the history of this epoch. 
At this juncture, antagonistic to the so long don1Înant 
democrac
T, arose the kno,y-nothing party, prolnising 
radicalreforl11. Good citizens believed th0ir pron1ise
, 
aud 111any ,vho did not care to join their ,yig,Yan1
 
syn1pathized and voted ,yith then1. At the autlunu 
elections of 1854 the ne,v party ,yas irresiRtiLle. 1-' 11 e 
l11anipulators of elections had thought to outcount thc 
reforn1 candidates at the polls, but their opponents 
,yere too strong and too \vatchful for thenl. 1
he ne\v 
party came into po\ver and the people Lreathed Inoru 
fi"eely. Great things \vcre expected of thClll. But 
alas! \vithin their ranks had crept the ancient 
P( )il- 
1nen. Disappointment ,yas the fruit of yietory. 
Taxes increased to four donars on tho hundrcd, au( 1 
the 1noney collected ,vas dissipated Ly officials iUHHC- 
diately it touched the treasury Lox. Tho
e \\
hu held 



4 


B_-\LLOT-BOX STCFFIXG. 


clnin1:3 for labor or luaterial \yera obliged to re
eiY'e in 
payment scrip "Those ll1arket value \Y
s. frorn t\
.enty 
tc>> thirty cents on the dollar, thus oLhgu1g the CIty to 
l>>a)'" oft
n five prices for everything. Into the capa- 
(.ioils Ina\V of tho political banking-house of Palmer, 
Cook, and C01l1pany, on I(earny street, \yent the 
people's llloney, of \yhich there "'"as an abundance col- 
lected for all nccessary purposes, and thence it \vas 
di....tl.iLnted to those ,yho sustained the organized sys- 
te1l1 of plunder. 
.0 X 0 peljury \yas too black, no ]nurder too foul," 

aYs 
Ir Coon, "if they \vere necessary to support 
that system or to extinguish opposition to it. CrÏ1n- 
inals of c\"pery shade had influence \yith the govern- 
nlcnt and the adnlil1istration of the la,vs, and petty 
thieves and vagrants \vere almost the only ones \vhose 
<:l'ilneS "'"ere punished. The entire public press had 
Lccome subsidizcd, or ovenl\yed, and \vhosocver raised 
llis pen or his voice against the evils of the tilnes be- 
c
une a Inarked 111an." 
The iUlpudcnt vagabonds of lo\v cxtraction \yho had 

eized the reins of government, ruled the staid ad- 
herents to eastern 1110rals as though they possessed 
:--Olne inherited right to such donlination. "lith this 
doctrine they scenl to have been ilnpregnatecl, like 
Thracian ll1ares, by the ,,
il1d. But the very inlpu- 
lIenee of their pretensions dre\v then1 on to s\yifter 
dL':--truction. Thcro arc never lacking men as fond of 
po\\
er as the lJear is of honey, \yho often get stun\f 
by thru
ting their nose into a hornet's nest. It \Ya
 
the govcrning- olCIllcnt in the eonnllunity ,vhieh nlost 
of all recl uin..d govcrning. 
"fh('se politicians 
\.hon1 the attractions of puLlic 
pI under had \ycldcd nlto po\vcrful rillgs, exercised in 

an Francisco a tyranny far l110re despotic and gallino- 
tl1an that \yhi<:h preceded the separation 
f th
 

 \n1erican colonies Ii'oul the kinO'donl of GeorO'e III. 
Tht' political p
".t'r \\'hich they h
d 
surpcd gavOe then1 
control of the Ignorant and SUbSCrYlent 1nasses, \yhile 
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the prestige of legitilnacy dre,v to thcir support n1any 
,vellilleaning citizens, just as in past ages the fanati- 
CiSUl of divine kingship arrayed lllultitudes of gooJ 
Incn against struggling patriots. 
Slo,vly fell upon them the conviction of the best 
111en, as they strove to rescue municipa] affairs frolH 
the increasing misrule of the officials and their as- 
sociates, that they had been sleeping; that the nloral 
force of the con1n1unity, ,vhich signifies the n1ajority, 
\vhile deeming themselves but transient sojourners in 
California, and ,vhile absorbed in their eager pursuit 
of ,vealth, had paid little attention to public affairs, 
and Lefore they ,yore a,vakened to the Ílnportance of 
these duties the unprincipled 111en ,vho had acquire( I 
the offices had consolidated their strength and ha( I 
skilfully combined so as to hold the balance of po,ver 
bet,veen the political parties and retain control of the 
governnîent. Thus again, unhappily, to the law can1e 
evil days. Follo,ving its first rescue, it performed its 
functions for a tin1e ,vith fair success, until it gre,y so 
st.rong that its enemies despaired of evpr again beat- 
ing it to the .,vall. So they set themselves about to 
subvert it to their o,vn purposes. It ,yas no"'
 strong, 
but its strength ,vas turned against itself: Behind the 
shield raised against crin1e, criine itself ,vas stationeJ 
,vith the s,vord of justice in its hand. Sitting in 
judgn1ent, villains sold justice for money, or sent 
triulnphant vice abroad ill the livery of virtue. And 
110'V once l110re frolll an outraged c01l1n1unity there 
,vent up a protest, lo,v-,vhispered at the first, but 
gathering strength and volume as thought took on 
tho form of ,yards, and ,vords ll1erged into 'York
, 
110\V a protest against ,vickedness in high places as 
hitherto it had been against vulgar vice. Again the 
tilDe had come for an appeal to ,vhatever may be the 
ultinlate of a free people. Salus lJ01J1di sllJ.JrcJna lex. 


I t ,vas a cunning contrivance, that by ,vhich tho 
rascals voted the1l1selvos into offico. N at that they 
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hat! but one method of circumventing honest men. 
There ,vere more than can be told; 1110re than \vill be 
l'ver knO\Vll. One III ust indeed be \vise to thread the 
intricate paths of prilnaries, to kno\v the full po,ver of 
1110ne)"'", of ,vhiskey, of harlotry, and other hellish en- 
, ironn1ent. K everthelcss it ,vas a piece of creditable 
cunning, the st uffer' s ballot-box, as they called it. In 
crillle, as el::;o\vhoro, art fo11o\vs closely the heels of 
industry. 
Like the freshly shaved and no\vly ,vhite-shirted 
l.ully, rejoicing in a full stomach, a fine cigar, and fat 
l'I'o:..:pccts, seasoned \vith the hope of illicit gains, all 
"9as fair upon the outside, all ,vas snlÍling and serene. 
]
"'urther than this, further, unhappily, than the bully 
cOlnparibon can be carried, all \\
as fair upon the inside. 
r t \vas a ballot-Lox, this ne\v and reliable instru111ent 
for officer-nlaking, a conl1non vote-holder, to all ap- 
pearances, of honest and hOlllely plainness ,vithout 
and ,vithin. The ovil of the nlachine lurkod in the 
thin con1pa
s of sides and bottonl. 
One of thon1 ,vas found Ly the Vigilance COln- 
Inittee of 185G and placed on exhibition at their 
l'OOnlS. I t ,vas the Ii ttlo voter-engine cnlployed Ly 
the prize-fighter Yankee Sullivan \vhile acting in- 
:-:pector of the first precinct election, and ,yhich 111ade 
:-:upervisor J anles P. Casey, of \\
hOlll ,ye shall kno,v 
Inure presently. The box ,vas about t\yO feet Ion 0', 
fourteen inc 1 1es \YÎùe, and a foot deep, and tho outside 
,yas painted dark-Llue. Round the bottonl ran a neatly 
fitted moulding, connected ,vith t\VO inner slides, and 
( onstituting a false bottonl and a false side. The lock, 
apparcntly an orùinary onc, and ,vorked in the usual 
".ay with a key, .Inight also. be sprung by a peculiar 
pressure on one sIde of tho lId. About the n1Îddle of 
tho coyer \vas bored an auger-hole, \vhich roceived the 
yotes. The second or falso botton1 and side \yore neatly 
fittod to run in groov08 inside the real side and bOtttHll, 
:--'J that ,vhen closed both the inside and outside pos- 
:-:. .r.-;ed the appearance of a sÎluple plain box. Tho 
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general construction of the engine \vas sonle\yhat 
rough, \vhich if anything assisted in deceiving the oL- 
server, \vho \vould never suspect dishonesty in 111ech- 
anislll so simple. 
Let us no\v set the thing going and see ho\v it 
\vorks: Sullivan \vants Casey elected, and Casey 
desires to place upon the bench a judge after his o\yn 
heart, so that \vhen he or any other gentlenutn \vi::;hes 
to kill SOIne unreasonable citizen, or any \vorker silly 
enough to complain of reasonable bleeding at the 
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hands of the non-workers, no one shall be hurt for it. 
I t is all in the fan1ily; the fraternity are to elect their 
ticket. Sheriffs, constables, and judges are all uRcful 
in their \vay; it is so llluch easier to do things accord- 
ing to la\v and order, to be respectable in one's villainy, 
and sleep \vell 0' nights. Sullivan therefore takes a 
Lundle of the tickets bearing the honored na111es of 
Casey, 
IcGo\van, Duane, and that class, an(1 neatly 
folding thClli dra\ys out the slide and fills \yith thelll 
the space bet\vcen the true bottOlll and the fal:--io one. 

rhe siùe space is lilunvisc 
tufÌed; the slides arc shoved 
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back to place, and nothing is seen of the mighty po\ver- 
papers concealed by bOttOlll and side, nothing but a 
plain honest ballot-box, inside and outside. 
N o'v lock it. Give the key to the proper officer. 
As in their Inighty sovereignty the citizens of this 
all-kno\ving republic dra\v near and deposit their yotes, 
drop the tickets in at the auger-hole bored for that 
purpose, drop them in thankfully on behalf of those 
\vho every night on bended knees send up thanksgiving 
that their lot has been cast in a land \v here all lnon 
are free and equal, \vhere the sacred right of suffrage 
is the inheritance of all, sedately sits Sullivan, keep- 
iuO' careful tally in his mind ho\v the election goes. 
At the closing of the polls let the inspector fill the 
aperture in the top "\vith VTax, and let all the people 
\\.itness it, for there lnust be perfect fairness in this 
election. Seal up the box and s\vear as to the contents. 
Surely everything is correct no\v; surely all has 
been conducted in strict accordance with la\v. Jealous 
political opponents have watched that box all day, 
and half a score of them can swear that it \vas 
not opened or disturbed throughout the day, and 
that not a single ticket \yas put into it \vhich \vas not 
fairly voted. The opposition to the imposition are 
sure their ticket is elected; Yankee Sullivan is sure 
it is not, or if it be no\v it will not be pres en tl y. 
Yankee coughs; the other inspectors turn their heads 
aside, \vhen, unobserved, Yankee takes the box, 
fumbles it some\vhat, draws out the magic bottom, 
turns the box over, and shoves back the slide. If 
he thinks this not sufficient, he does likewise to the 
lnagic. side. The officer may no\v unlock the box; 
the judges may count the votes. It is very strange, 
the result of that election, to the single-hearted citizen 
\vatching for his country's good; to the initiated it is 
Btl'ange only that so sin1ple a contrivance should have 
c:-.;capeù the notice of liberty-lovers so lona. 
It \vas a trick exceedino'l y difficult to c
x p ose even 
f . 1 oJ , 
a tel' It \Y:lS 
no\vn to be in COlnlTIOn practice; and 
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had not the stuffers finally hurled then1selvcs to de- 
struction upon the points of their O'Vll passions the 
evil ,yould, have continued much longer. If from any 
cause the 111anæuvres of the stuffers failed them at 
the polls; if inspectors, judges, and clerks of elections 
,vere not of their appointing, and the voting in conse- 
quence ,vas likely to be against them, as a last resort 
'30n1e desperado alDong then1 ,vould seize the box, 
break it open, and destroy the ballots. The bully 
111ight be arrested, but. there ,vas nothing fearful in 
that; and at the new election, ,vhich of necessity Inust 
be ordered, the unholy brotherhood ,vould a\vaken tc 
a sharper sense of their duty. 
The COIDlnittee finally took the ground that ballot- 
box stuffing ,vas ,vorse tban murder; because on the 
purity of the ballot-box depen
led the purity of allla,v 
and government, of governors, legislators, judges, and 
jail-keepers. Pollute the spring, and the entire strealD 
is polluted. Not that political criminals ,vere ever 
punished by thelTI as murderers, because they never 
,vould transcend ,vith their po\ver the punishment 
prescribed by la,v for offences. 
A system of ballot-box stuffing then in vogue was 
exposed by the Ti1ì
es and TransCTipt in 1854. Be- 
sides the false bOttOlll and sides of the box of 185 G, 
there \vas contrived a lllachine by means of \vhich the 
inspector, or person depositing the vote, by touching 
a spring 'v hich controlled the opening, could either 
achnit the ticket into the box proper, or, if he did not 
liko the looks of it, send it ,vhere it \vould never be 
counted. Another method ,vas to install as receiver 
a sleight-of-hand artist, who, \vhile closely \vatched by 
the voter, could \vithout detection substitute a ticket 
of his o,vn for the one voted. 
At a charter election held on the 11th of April 
1853 the polls in the first \yard \vore held at the Bay 
Hutel, on Cunninghanl's \\-rharf: Harry l\Ieiggs ,vas 
running for aldcflnan, and carrying everything before 
hinl. One 'Villian1 Lc,,
isJ a \vaterman on Pacific 
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\Vharf, thinking honest Harry ,vas ,vinning his elec- 
tion too easily, and \vithout paYIllent of the usual fees 
to laborers of his quality, trulnpcd up a. cro,vd of 
illcO"al yoters for the opposing candidate, and delayed 
theðpollino' as much as possible by challenging every 
Illan ,yho
 he supposed likely to vote for l\feiggs. 
:Findin 0' that all these efforts \vere Inade in vain, and 
that l\I
iO'gs still had a large majority, Lewpis stationed 
hÎlnself ;ear the \vinùo\v, and \vhen the inspector's 
back \vas turned thrust in his hand, seized the ballot- 
box, and thre\v it into the street, smashing it in pieces, 
and scattering the votes irrecoverably to the "rinds. 
Le,,
is ,vas arrested and made to suffer the full penalty 
of the la\v for the display of his nc\v n1ethod of de.:. 
feating a candidate; but this ,vas only after nleasures 
for reform had been inaugurated. 
And at the same polls the year follo\ving, says the 
editor of the IIeï'ald, not as yet the open friend and 
supporters of the stuffers, the 8th of September 1854, 
j u
t after the general election: 
"The mcn who have control of the ballot-box in the first ward have 
defied law and precedent in refusing to allow any witnesses of their midnight 
count. They have carried things with a high hand, even if the affiants who 
swear on thc holy evangelists that they saw them dcstroying the ballots and 
putting uthcrs in their stead are guilty of perjury. If they are not so guilty, 
if they have told the truth, the swift vengeance of an outraged people will 
he and should bc visited upon the creatures who would thu
 dare to trample 
upon the sacred rights of freedom and l)ollute with sacrilegious hands the 
,"cry fountains of American liberty. 'Ve say to the ruffians ""ho have en- 
dcavorcd to take this election out of the hands of the people, who have been 
striving with bludgeon, dagger, and pistol to ride rough-shod over the people, 
that there is a feeling abroad that bodes danger to them. They are standing 
upon a volcano that may burst at any moment, The purity of the ballot-box 
\\ ill be prescrved at any and all hazards, and if its aS3ailants are exterminated 
in the struggle no tears will be shed by the honest 
nd upright citizens of 
San Francisco," 


Ballot-Lox stuffing began in San Francisco at an 
early ùay. On the 25th of Scptelnbcr ] 851 Fran- 
ci
co Sanchez and .Ll.rsenio 
Iiralllontcs, native Cali- 
fornian citizcns, and election iuspcctors of the elcventh 
precinct, }!rofoundly shockod at the depravity of their 
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Anglo-Saxon associates in their profanation of ,vhat 
they deelned next to their religion a thing most sacred, 
filed in the county court an affidavit exposing a fraud 
perpetrated on that occasion. 
In the prinlary elections of June 1854 ruffianism 
,yas again dOlninant. Throughout the \vhole of elec- 
tion day fighting ,vas kept up, ,vith scarcely any inter- 
Inission. In all the different ,yards ro\vdyism ,vas 
ranlpant. Whiskey flowed like ,vater, voters were 
hustled about by the villainous cro\vds that surrounded 
the polls, shots ,vere fired, and in some places serious 
riots occurred. HUlnan faces divine appeared before 
the recorder next day mashed into the shape of a 
squeezeJ orange. Says a journal of the day: "A la\v- 
less horde of bra,vling scamps are let loose to bro\v- 
beat, to bully, to put in fraudulent votes, and to take 
the ballot-box if necessary, in order to suppress any- 
thing like legitimate popular sentinlent; and in this 
,vay are chosen delegates to a convention that pretends 
to give us congressmen and state officers." 
The sixth ,yard, its henchlnen and strikers, was the 
m08t reno\vned preCiIl'ct of vigilance times. That the 
inlportance of the positions of sixth-,vard inspector 
and judge of election may be understood, the reader 
should know that as returns ,yere then made, there 
,vas no tirnc fixed ,vithin \v hich to declare thenl. 
Hence certain ,vards ,vere kept open, the last usually 
being the sixth, until the votes of all the others ,vere 
kno\vn, ,vhen \vhatever tickets \yere lacking to secure 
the election of the stuffer's candidate ,vould be thro\vn 
into this ballot-box and counted out from it. In this 
,yay they nlight carry San Francisco as the Persians 
carried Athens, by dead-\veight alone; but they could 
not so carry the San Franciscans. 
At the elections 'v hich follo,ycd the vigilance reforn1 
nUll1erOUS ballot-boxes made or patented by ingenious 
contrivers ,vere presented. Sonle ,vere of glass and 
sonle of ,yire. One of the latter ,vas claimed to be 
bullet, brick-bat, and burglar proof: It ,vas six inches 
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,yide, six inches deep, and t\yelve inches long, and the 
,yires ,vere so ,yoyen that great strength 'vas united 
,,'ith openness, it being impossible for a ballot to find 
its \vay into the box ,vithout detection. 
A ballot-box of glass ,vas patented by a San Fran- 
cisco optician. I t ,vas of heavy French-plate, about 
fourteen inches square, the edges and sean1S closed 
y,yith brass lllouldings. Through a small hole in the 
circular brass plate fitted into the top the ticket ,yas 
thrust, and as it passed in it touched a spring \vhich 
struck a small bell and turned the hands of a dial. 


-----=--- == 



 


The bell and dial ,,"'ere both \vithin the box, so that 
they could Hot be tan1pered ,yith. The dial could be 
arranged so as to count five thousand. This falllous 
Lox \yas finally sold for five hundred dollars and sent 
tu the interior for exhiLition. 
There ,vas a IDass meeting held before the Oriental 
Hotel.the 15th of 
une 185G, Balie Peyton presiding, 
a
 'VhlCI
 a bully s ballo
-l!ox, captured at "\V ooIry 
I\..earney s house, ,vas CXlllLltcd as orator of the occa- 
sion. It ,yas there stated that at a late election in 
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San ::\1ateo County fifteen hundred votes had been 
returned fronl three precincts ,y here there ,yore but 
three hundred voters in all; five hundred votes ,yere 
returned frOlll Crystal Springs, ,y here ,vere then not 
Inore than thirty voters. . 
At a meeting of the Executive Comn1ittee the 28th 
of August, 1\1r 'Villiam Arrington ,vas authorized to 
dispose of a patent ballot-box ,,
hich had corne into 
their possession to Captain Gough on such terlns as 
he might deenl proper. Failing in his first atternpted 
negotiation, at a subsequent Ineeting 
Ir Arrington 
,vas authorized to accept for the box five hundred 
dollars in cash, Captain Gough's note for five hun- 
dred dollars, payable in fifteen days, and three 
thousand dollars contingent on the successful exhibi- 
tion of the box. The sale ,vas consunlmated on these 
terlllS. 
From time to time the ballot-box in San Francisco 
,yas Ílnproved, until in 1878 it reached a state of sup- 
posed perfection. All the four faces 'v ere made of 
glass, the whole upper surface c0111prising the lid, 
,yith hinges and lock. Another style had a circular 
lid three inches in diameter, in the centre of the 
cover, the key ,vorking perpendicularly. 


'Vith such a state of things it ,vas clear that ref- 
orlIlation in the regular and legitilnate ,yay ,vas ,vholly 
outof the question. Attelnpts to purify society through 
the cit.izens' right of suffrage ,vas applying to politics 
the Rosicrucian Illethod of greasing the ,veapon \vhile 
binding the ,vound. Corruption propagated. Ras- 
cality bred rascality, and the reign of crinle seelned 
self- perpetuating. The unifornl defeat resulting frolll 
continued effort discouraged many, \vho argued that 
,vitholJ-t stepping beyond the forIlls of la,y the la,ys 
could not be enforced, and finding the most earnest 
. leaders not ready to sanction such a course, becalne 
indifferent, or \vith little regret SR\V 111atters drifting 
fron1 bad to ,yorse, feeling that the result \y hich they 
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had predicted as incvitaLle ,vould all the sooner be- 
con1e apparent. 
Public feeling became vitiated, and the standard of 
public opinion sank lo,v. In the ne,vspaper press 
throucrhout the state there appeared an appetite for 
scand
l and pcrsonalities. Abusive articles found the 
readiest readers, and a thirst for bloodshed, the fruit 
of long indulgence, seeu1ed fastened upon certain P?r- 
tions of the community. Club-la". had becol11e an In- 
stitution of the country; crilninal courts ,vore a shau1. 
Street-fights ,yere enjoyed ,vith the keenest rolish in 
the cities, and throughout the country 1110b trials and 
cxecutions ,vere glorious exciten1ent. Pugilistic en- 
countcrs ,vere announced in the journals of the day. 
Like,yisc notice, either verbal or in the ne,vspapers, 
,vould be given of a fist-fight to con1e off at a certain 
time, and cro,yds ,,,"ould colloct on l\fontg0111ery stroot 
to see the fun. Ancient ene1nies ,vith concealed 
bo,vie-knife and revolver pro,vlod the streets, and on 
con1ing together an undeclarell battle of pure self- 
defence on both sides ,vould imlnediately begin. .A 
ruffian detected in the COl11lllission of a crin1e ,,,"ould 
run for a policeman for protection against the people. 
In those days there ,vas joy in tribulation to every 
n1urdercr fortunate enough to find sanctuary in a 
prison, ,,
here angel keepers ,vere his guard and offi- 
cial ravens fed him. 
Alnidst such a state of things it is easy to under- 
stand ho\v sun1mary punishl11ent for crime should 
gro,v in favor in the cities as ,veIl as throughout the 
country. It ,vould be unfair, ho,vever, to cast the 
blame of this gross laxity entirely upon the courts. 
IIere again the people themselves ,vere at fault. 
Evcn if the judges did thoir best, ,vhich ,vas often the 
caso, the juries ,vould not convict. The scntilnent 
aQ'ainst kiHin!! in fair flO'ht, or in ,vhat 111icrht Lv IcO'al 
'-'. (J ð b J b 
t'Vlsts be called self-defence, ,yas not yet so strong 
but that tþo defendant's counsel could easily find son10 
on every Jury ,vha ,vould absolutely refuse to join in 
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a verdict, against a lllurderer. Further than this, these 
very jurymen, many of them, \vhom it \vas so easy 
for a skilful Ia,vyer to persuade against duty and 
conscience in a court of law, joined committees of 
vigilance and becanle active supporters of extrenle 
punishment. Thus the very system ,vhich ,ve so 
sacredly regard as the bulwark of all our rights, then 
as no,v, acted against justice and as the friend of 
thieyes and nlurderers. 
When transplanted to the distant and virgin soi] 
of California, the evils of our political system, like 
rank ,veeds, shot upward into the sunlight lllore con- 
spicuously perhaps than in the older states. At all 
events, no\vhere has been the curse of overnluch 
voting more nlanifest than here. There is no greater 
despotism than that ,vhich springs from excess of lib- 
erty; no greater ,veakness than the strength of strong 
111inds bound ,vith the sand-ropes of universal suffrage. 
N o,vhere do \ve find the moral tone of the nation 
lo\ver than among those \vho, \vithout having at heart 
or at hand a single object of a public or of a person- 
ally disinterested character, shout loudest at elections 
and vaunt their patriotism for pap. 
Aillong others, there was this difference in the ele- 
Inents ,vhich caused the social disruption of 1851 and 
that of 1856. vVith the emigrants ,vho flocked in 
lllultitudes to the state immediately after the adoption 
in 1850 of the state constitution, and \vho were mostly 
,veIl meaning, industrious men and virtuous won1en, 
,vere certain vile persons, ,vho soon became active in 
gathering gold by dishonest means and in the general 
derangement of society. Gro,ving bold, they org:ln- 
ized and overran the city and country, \vaging open 
,var and increasing in villainy until the people to save 
themselves were obliged to put their venomous COlll- 
panions do,vn. 
Iore intelligent, and hence more 
. crafty, ,vere those \vho stirred the storm of 185G. 
Loaded dice, \vaxed cards, burglary, and arson ,vere 
now held in light esteem as puerile and vulgar. There 
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,yas a field open on these shores for skilled labor, for 
lllen of parts, lllen full-gro\vn in i
iquity, and 
his fi
ld 
,vas politics. Neglected by th
 YIrtuous, 
u
hc affaIrs 
fell into the hands of the YICIOUS. ThIs Impudent 
assumption of political po\ver by foreign cutthroats is 
the irony of our boasted institutions, the keeneRt they 
haye ever experienced. N o'v, said the happy harpies, 
once in office, if law is ,vhat the people of California 
,yant we ,viII give it them. Fixing their attention, 
first upon primaries, then upon double-slide ballot- 
boxes, after a series of successful tricks in political 
leO'erdemain the reptiles ,vere enabled to revel in pub- 
li
 plunder. The second cataplasm \vas applied to a 
superior order of villainy, consummated by a superior 
order of villains. 
Often in the history of governments have popular 
n10velnents against existing authority resulted in a 
despotism far 1110re crushing than that which ,vas 
overthro\vn. Therefore it was necessary to be cau- 
tious. Defeat ,vould bring the ,vorst results. The 
politicians of the day ,vere essentially fighting men. 
A reyolver and a bo,vie-knife ,vere as. necessary to 
them as a rule and handsR\v to a carpenter. Deadly 
weapons were their strongest arguments, with ,vhich 
they ,vere enabled to enforce their principles Inore 
effectually than ,vith either tongue or pen. Their 
bullying propensities frequently obtained them office 
,vhen all other means failed. Rectitude of character 
they had none, and their reputation ,vas of such a 
flimsy texture that they did not even attempt to 
patch it. So long as their ,veapons were kept keen 
and bright, little to them mattered the tarnishment 
of honor. Yet never men so boasted a quality ot 
\yhich they ,vere deficient. Like steamboat runners 
employed to bello,v the n1erits of opposition boatR, 
they talked loudly and made many converts, particu- 
larly of that class \vhich like themselves huna about 
saloons, and ,vere a standing conundrum to 
orking- 
111en as to their nlethod of obtaining food and shelter. 
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Base-n1inded and co\varùly, as all bullies are, they 
dare not Iningle and hold converse ,yith their feIlo\v- 
H1en, except \yith one hand on a loaded revolver. 


On the evening of September 16th the Vigilance 
C0111mi tt.ee of 1851 in full session adopted a resolution 
suspending their n1eetings indefinitely. They did not 
disband 01' disorganize; they merely rested in order to 
give the hny an opportunity to vindicate its suprenUtcy 
should it be able to do so. Before passing this final 
resolution, an executive conl111Íttee of forty-five lnenl- 
bel's ,vas appointed, not 
r the purpose of arresting or 
punishing criminals, or of encouraging antagonislTI to 
la\vfully constituted authorities, but to keep up the 
organization and be ready in case of necessity. They 
,v ere to reinain in force for six 1110ntlu:;, \vith po\ver 
to call together the comlnittee of the \vhole at any 
11l0n1cnt; they \vere t.o hold correspondence \yith other 
associations throughout the coast, and to assist the 
police in ferreting criine and bringing crÍ1ninals to 
justice. Thus \vas the purity of their past actions 
proved, and the nobleness of their character through- 
out all tin1e estaLlished. 
Besides the tiine taken froin their business, the 
11lenlLers of the COllllnittee had been called upon for 
considerable sums oflnoney, ,vhich they cheerfuHy con- 
tributed. About thirty persons had been sent back to 
Sydney at a heavy expense, and one to Panalná. 
Agents of the Connnittce ,vho ,yere actively e11)- 
1 )Joyed in hunting crilne throughout various parts of 
tho country required nloney. J\lany crirninal:-; bc- 
can1e frightened and fled. S0I11e, :.;aid to have in 
T,hejr possession a large an10unt of stolen je,vclry, 
-\...:-ere secreted in the southern part of the state, They 


ucceeded in escaping in an out,vard-hound vessel, 
and a party of \-igilants \vere sent in pursuit, but 
di
l not succec( 1 in overtaking the :-;hip. S01110 \vent 
cast, others to Europe, and no sru
ll nUIIlber joined 
the filibustering expedition of Willialn vValkeI', and 
Pop, TRIn. , VOL. II, 2 
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f,O 
aYed the public executioners of California much 
trouble. 
"Tith the beainninO' of 1852 crime gre,y a little 
bolder, Hix or eight da
ing robberies being cOIIlmittecl 
in as many ,veeks by apparently the saIne persons. 
E\-ideutl y ne\V aanO's ,vere being fornled, but the 
o 0 I 1 . 
authorities, gro\yn n10re efficient nne er the teac llngs 
of the popular tribunal, ,vere thought no\v to be a 
luateh f()r the rascals. At all events, the citizens 
,ycre ,,-illing to grant them an opportunity to do their 
duty. But as crin1e cra\vled forth again, the COIll- 
ll1Îttee found it necessary to hold a g
neral nleeting 
0n the evening of l\farch 17th, at 'v hich there ,vere 
present about three hundred and fifty Inelnbers. ..L
 ne'v 
exccutive COI111nittee ,vas choscn, and arrangelllents 
,vere JlHtde to hold regular Ineetings. Again there 
,yas a visible and sudden falling-off in the nUlnber 
of burglaries anù lllurders cou1n1Ïtted. By June the 
decrease of crin1e in San E-'rancisco ,vas a subject of 
gcneral renlark. San Francisco ,vas then as quiet 
and orderly as any eastern city of equal size. 
. Society in the interior continued in an unquiet 
state, and it ,vas thought it n1Ïght become necessary 
to organize a state connnittee upon a principle siu1ilar 
to that of the San Francisco Conln1Ïttee, 'v hich should 
cflectually clear the country of footpads, high,vay- 
nlCIl, and like desperate vermin. 1\vo iunnediate 
causes contributed to these present troubles in the 
interior; Olle, the fact that all the 1arO'er t()\vns and 
cities of the Rtate had lately been cle
nsed of their 
crilninals by their respective cOl1nnittccs of vigilance, 
to the disadvantage of the 
lnaner t(HVnS and of 
nl
ll('rs and f
rlners, anJ the other that as popular 
trIbunals suLslded dcsperadoes took courage and put 
on boldness. 
The Conlnlittee of 1851 still sho\ved 
iO'ns of life 
by advcrti:-;ing, through the ,vinter lnonths 
f 1852-3, 
n re\vard of t\VO thou
and dollars for the arrest \vith 
sufficicnt tcstilnony for COIl viction, of any pcrs
ll 
et- 



EFFECTS OF THE FIRST CO
rYnTTEE. 


19 


ting fire to any building in San Francisco, at the 
same time calling on the people to furnish them such 
information as \,,"ould lead to the arrest of any person 
guilty of arson, burglary, or high\vay robbery. These 
notices \vere signed by Selirl1 E. W ood\vorth, presi- 
dent, and Isaac Bluxolne, junior, secretary. 
Like a disnlal shado\y the doings of the first C0111- 
n1Ïttee haunted for a til11e the memory of evil-doers, 
until, anlid
t the activities of ne\v opportunitieR, 
\vhich in this rapidly revolving society lllet thenl at 
every turn, the unhappy strangulations of by-gone 
days gradually assunled less substantial form, and 
finally faded, in effect at least, to the texture of a half 
renlClll bered drealn. 
Not so appeared the solelnn teachings of the 
opaque past to those \vho sought to do \vell. The 
terrible cnginel'Y of fornler necessities, \vhich \vas 
like\visc a eloud in their Inen10ry, spoke to them only 
of the sure and pernlallent destruction of crime; and 
political leaders \y ho sought po\ver and profit by 
infalllous means, Inight have read their o\vn doon1 in 
the signs of the times. 
There ,vere th08e in the first Conlmittee ,vho rl'- 
fused to join the second, on the ground that the 
former was a necessity \v hich five years later did not 
exist. Like\vise there \vere those ,y ho had opposed 
the first C01l1Inittee fron1 conscientious scruples, \v ho 
joined the second; those \v hOI11 telnperanlunt. and 
education had so \vedded to the sacred statutes of 
justice that they found it ilnpo::;sible all at once to 
cast thelnselves adrift and join the profane throng, 
but \v ho had been steadily Jri ven to\varcl the conyic- 
tion that there \vas no belp for it, that the banded 
bad lnen had so securely intrenched thenlselves be- 
hind the foruls of la\v that nothing but force coultl 
dislodge thcln, that nothing \vould cure the evil but 
hanging. 1 1 '01' like the giant Antæos, as long as 
their feet touched earth no l-Iercules could crush 
thein. 
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In all these pictures of early days, "Thieh I 111ean 
shall be truthful and not oyerdra,vn, I ,vish it clearly 
understood that if comparison be n1acle, I do not 
rcO'ard men, society, the tÏInes, and political affairs as 
,ygrse then than no,v. They ,vere different: "\vorse in 
SOlne respects, better in others. In regard to nlorals, 
yice ',"vas less shanlefaced in 1852, but fronl laxity 
in religion and a more general freedom of thought, 
inuDorality,vas easy in 1882. Criminal court trials 
are every ,vhit as nluch a farce no,v as ,vhen the 
right honorable Ned l\IcGo\van sat upon the bench 
dispensing justice \yith a cigar in his mouth, his hat 
rockeù on one side, and his feet elevated to a level 
"rith his head. There 'ras rnore political corruption 
thirty years after the organization of the governUlent 
than three years after\yard. What can there be more 
di
honest and disgraceful than the \vholesale bribery 
of legislators by the railroad lllonopolists, than the 
bribery of the county assessor by the bankers, than 
the bribery of boards of supervisors and boards of 
education, so COlnmon throughout the country? 
"Thile d,velling upon the iniquity of others do not let 
us forget our o,vn. 
A bribery case arose in the legislature of 1854 
,yhich to the more experienced politicians of a quarter- 
century later appears unnecessarily noisy. :1\11' Peck, 

enator froID Butte
 accused Mr Palmer of the politico- 
l)anking firm of Palmer, Cook, and C0111pany, of 
offering hiln five thousand dollars for his vote on the 
f'enatorial question. 1\11' Paln1er denied the charge, 
and affirmed that ::\11' Peck offered to sell hiln his vote 
for five thousand dollars. The senate took the matter 
up, and after much flaunting of soiled virtue concluded 
that no one ,vas to blame; no one s,vore falsely, or 
offered to give or take a bribe. We do these things 
lJotter no,v. And yet, like the clothes that cover 

hamc, our immoralities Inay be rendered a11 the more 
c?nspicuous by the paraphernalia which \ve employ to 
Illde thenl. Where, anlong all our honorable politicians 
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and \vealth-hoardillg nlagnates, do \ve find one ,,
ho in 
the nlanner of his elevation deals \vith those at \vhose 
expense he achieves ignoble fame as did the Alcn1æ- 
onidæ in building the temple of Apollo, substituting 
Parian Inarble for the cheap common stone contracted 
for 1 



CHAPTER II. 


ASSASSINATION. 


Law supports- those crimes they checked before, 
And executions now affright no more. 
Oreech. 


THE pressure of sin upon society, the dead ,veight 
of tyranny, ,vhether that o
 a 
eudal baron. or of .a 
nineteenth-century monopolIst, If long contInued IS 
sure to result in the destruction of the destroyer. 
Brittle as well as viscous substances flo"r under 
uffi- 
cient pressure; lead and ice in large lnasses flo\v under 
pressure of their o\vn weight; so melt the gI:inding 
glaciers of society under the dead \veight of their O'Yll 
illiq uities. 
In the midst of these ill-ten1pered times, when offi- 
cial and financial corruption seemed rankest in young 
San Francisco, James King of William, a ruined 
banker, but a nlan of unimpeachable integrity, began 
the publication of a daily ne,vspaper, \vhich he called 
t he Evening Bulletin. 
1\lr King ,va
 Lorn at Georgeto,vn, in the District 
of Columbia, in January 1822, and was therefore at 
this time about thirty-four years of age. Rather l>elow 
lllediulll height, with a dark con1plexion, large dark 
eyes, aquiline nose, black bushy whiskers, a well 
shaped head set on slightly stooping shoulders, he 
,\-as a man of keen intellectual perceptions, though 
not very robust. His father ,vas an Irishman named 
'\Tilliam, and follo\ving a custon1 once sOlnewhat 
COInnlon among his people, in order to distinO'uish 
hiln::;olf frorn other J atTICS I(inas he ,vrote his .
ame 
0' 
( 22 ) 
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J an1es ICing of 'Villiam. His younger days ,vera aR- 
sociated \vith the post-office department and. the 
banking-house of Corcoran and Riggs in Washington. 
In 1848 he started for Oregon by ,yater, partly for 
health and partly for trading adventures; but arrested 
in his yoyage by the attractions of California, he took 
up his residence at Sacranlento. There he assisted in 
the organization of a government, and a180 engaged 
in lllining. In 1849 he opened a ballking- house in 
San 
"'rancisco, but losing heavily in Tuolulnne County 
investments in 1853-4, he clos
d his office. In lagiti- 
Inate banking he had acquired a moderate fortune, 
but ,vhen he failed he kept nothing fron1 his creditors, 
and even refused to avail hiulself of the insolvent act. 
l\Iany stood ready to assist hinl, but he had a consti- 
tutional shrinking frolll obligation to or dependence 
on others; and as I. C. 'V oods, the Jnanagillg partner 
of Adanls and Company, proposed to take his business 
and assets, and assunle his banking liabilities, proYided 
he \vould agree to take charge of one of the depart- 
lnents of AdalllS and COlllpany and n1anago it for t\VO 
years at a salary of one thousand dollars a lllonth, he 
concluded to accept the position, and filled it until the 
failure of that firln, in February 1855. 
His quickness of cOlnprehension anlI haLits of sys- 
tenlatic detail soon convinced hÜn that the InalTIrl10th 
express and banking firul ,vas insolvent, and so he 
illforlned the Inanager, but was only ridiculed for his 
pains. The failure of the banks, beginning ,vith Page, 
Bacon, and COlnpany, thre\v l\lr ICing out of elnploy- 
lllent; hence, partly, he conceived the ne\vspaper proj- 
eet. In his days of prosperity he had assisted ill 
establishing and sustaining, among other ne,vspaper
, 
the IIerald, ,vhich under the trenchant editorial pen 
of l\Ir John Nugent, forlnerly a la ,vyer of :SOllle 
repute, had at one tiule rendered valuable service ill 
.protecting the C0I11111unity froln the dishonesty of 
officials, and preserving vigorous and ,vatehful public 
opinion. But at the tirllu of tIlt; üstaLli
l1Îng of the 




4 


ASSASSIXATION. 


Bulletin ll1any influences had c01l1bined to enfeeble 
the po\vel' of the press, to lessen the interests of its 
nJanaO'ers in gooù governnlent, and to \veaken the 
CJ'Clll
l
1 confidence in their desire for the restoration 

f purity and integrity in the lllanagelT!ent of public 
afÏairs. Believing that he could provIde a 111oJ.est 
support for his falnily, and at the same tinle render 
(rood public seryice, he borrowed a sll1all sun1 and 
began the publication of his paper, not\vithstanding 
there \1:;ere then in San Francisco not less than a 
dozen journals struggling for life. 
I t ,vas a snlall sheet, ,vith sInall resources, and its 
publication office "Tas a small building standing in the 
street instead of beside it, a significant fact ,vhcn 
joined to its other ano111alies. This grain of nlustard- 

ecd, ho\vever, soon spread out and filled the 'v hole 
coast. Ignoring for t\VO reasons the tricks and h ypoc- 
risies of journalisnl, because first he \vould not prac- 
tise theIn, and because secondly he did not. kno,y 11o\v, 
his chief concern in his stipulation ,vith his publishe
, 
C. O. Gerberding', seelneJ. to be for his oV
Tn absolute 
control of the journal's colullH1s, so that those he ,vas 
about to punish lllÏght not buy a controlling interest 
in the 
heet, and so silence its calls for reforill. 
The first nunlbcr ,vas issued the 8th of October 
1855. It ,yas clear enough frolll the beginning that 
the purpose of the editor, aside from pecuniary COl1- 

iùerations in entering the arena of journalis111, ,vas, 
first, the righti
g of personal \vrongs gro\ving out of 
the late financIal trouLles, and, secondly, ,val' on 
Wl'Ol1g
 in general. 

Ir ICing began his brief career as a journalist ,vith 
a n
odc
t, frank 
implicity, freely expressing his inex- 
per
cnce, and sO
l1e\vhat astonishing his practised COll1- 
l'etItOl'S by luaklng haste to ackno\vledge 11listakes, anù 
to offer self-respecting Lut anlple apoloO'ios to those 
aLout \\" hOlH he had uIHvittingly IHade lni
statenlents. 
lIe did not know' the difference oet,veCll editorial and 
perGonallying. lIe \vas ignorant of saying one thing 
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\vhile lllcaning another. He ,vas too sinlple even to 
study the policy 11l0st profitable to his paper, and 
call it public ,yeal. He never thought at every step 
to look behind to ascertain if the dear people ,vere 
follo,vi ng ; and strangest of all, he forgot to fill his 
columns ,vith journalistic quarrels, "T hich, ho\vever 
interesting to the editor, are of very snlall 1110111cnt to 
the public. He ,vould be a refornler, an honest and 
ardellt one, and he believed he could establish a 
journal ,vith ,vhich, by constant exposures of the 
schelnes of bad Inen, and continual attempts to con- 
centrate the efforts of good - men, the conspirators 
,vould be defeated. 
He evidently entertained fe,v practical ideas re- 
garding his ne\V undertaking, and seelns never to 
haye troubled hilllself over the question of his capa- 
bility as a 'v riteI'. He had sOlnething to say, and he 
,vas quite sure he could say it. He could speak to 
11101"e people, and 1110re to the point, by nleans of tho 
printing-press than by any other nleans: so he pub- 
lished a ne,vspaper. United ,vith honest L'1ith ill tho 
good intentions of the luasses, 
Ir King ,vas endo\ved 
,vith a shre\vd capacity to a,vaken interest and secure 
confidence. His editorials carried ,vith thelll the con- 
viction that the ,vriter ,vas a Ulan of character, and 
that of a high standard; that a love of justice per- 
vaded every fibre of his nature, and that it ,vas ,vel- 
come duty to adillinister lnerited rebuke to everyone 
'v ho accepted public trust and betrayed it. 
His style \vas unstudied, ahnost honlely and collo- 
quial, but pierced to the pith of his subject ,vith sur- 
prising directness and vigor. Indeed he cared little for 
style or diction. He indulged neither in the bOlnbast 
of Æschylus 1101' the sophistry of Euripides, and 
l\.ristophanes would hardly have praised hiln for his 
skill in satire, though 80nle of his contenlporal'ies 

\Tere quite ready to do so. All this, bo\vever, or any 
species of criticis111 that Illight truthful1y be brought 
against hinl, \vent for nothing'. The 
inlple truth ,vas 
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strono- enouO'h for hinl, as indced it is al,vays the 
Ini(rhtiest pO
Tcr of the strongest. Laying it on yig- 
or;usly, constantly, he proved hinlself a scourging 
,vTitcr. l\Iost persistently and most effectually did he 
battle against personal and pu?lic en
lTIies from the 
bcO'inning of his career as a JournalIst to the day 
,yl
en he fcll, a victirn sacrificed upon the altar of 
an outraged comnlon,vealth. Naturally this course 
aroused the enmity of the office- holders, ,vho ,yere 
aillazed at his temerity, and to whOln his motives 
,vere in a measure inco111prehensible. 
Frequently ,vas he threatened by personal enelTIies 
and political cutthroats, and again and again ,vas he 
y:arned by his friends that sooner or later his life 
y,'ould pay the penalty of his temerity. Yet steadily 
and fearlessly he continued his course; and that at a 
time ,vhen, alllong the class Inost severely castigated, 
a bullet ,vas the usual ans,ver to an insult. 
"Thile clerk \vith AdarrlS and Conlpany he had 
bCC0111e fal1liliar with the finer phases of financial and 
political rascality \vhich his nature abhorrcd, anù 
'l:hich he no\v exposed ,vith n1erciless severity. The 
notorious politico-banking firm of Paluler, Cook, and 
COlllpany ,vas then at the height of its po\ver and of 
its apparent pro
perity. This institution the Bulletin 
at once attacked, charging it ,vith corruption, bribery, 
and financial unsoundness, exposing its secrets ,vith 
such clearne
s and intinlate kno\vledge of its affairs as 
Inade ITIE:'l1 ,vonder ho,v the editor obtaincd t.heln. The 
battle ,vas continued ,vith unflinching persistency day 
aftcr day for Inany months, until the firln ,vas ruincd, 
and consequentl y harnlle::-;s. Broderick Billv l\fulli- 
T ' v 
gan, "oolly Kearny, Casey, Cora., Yankee Sullivan, 
)[arlin Gallagher, Ton1 Cunningham, N cd J\IcGo\van, 
Charles Duane, and all that class of shoulder-strikino-, 
Lallo
-box stuffin
 politicians, together ,vith ganlbler
, 
p
ostltutes, and pnnps. of every shaùe, rich and vulgar 
alIke, but lllore partIcularly those 'v ho had l1lade 
thenlscl yes conspicuou8 in public affairs, he tore in 
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pieces ,vith ahnost savage ferocity. Like,,
ise he scat- 
tered thorn8 upon the bench of crinlinal judges, and 
lllade derelict officials drink gall. To la,vyers ,vho 
lived by defeating justice, and to all ,vilo polluted the 
springs of virtue and preyed upon industry and pub- 
lic nloral
, he \vas a thorn in the flesh. Opposition 
and danger only roused hill1 to bolder efforts. Each 
day his shafts \yere launched at S0111e ne,v infalny; eaeh 
day his pen, like the \vhite plullle of :Navarre, fie,,,," 
along the topnlost billo\vs of the fight. 
J uvenal, in his denunciations of venal Rome, \vith 
her refined and hypocritical people, high in culture 
but lo\v in n10rals, ,vas not lllore earnest, honest, or suc- 
cessful. Parasites of the governlnent flaunting in the 
fruits of extortion, insolent Crispinus or ostentatious 
l\Iatho in the hands of the scathing satirist, \vere not 
1110re severely rebuked. His courage ,vas of a quality 
touching desperation. He acted like a 111an having 
nothing to lose. Fortune \vas gone, and disgust had 
taken the place of business alnbition. I t ,vas unJer- 
stood fronl the outset of his journalistic career that 
neither he nor his organ ,vas for sale. It ,vas under- 
stood that he would not fight a duel, that he feared 
110 libel suits, though on this account he \vas Hono 
the less careful of his facts. Bold, resolute, desperate, 
his editorials often bordered on the scurrilous, but 
they \vere ever on the side of virtue and honesty. 


Unfortunately we are none of us \vholly free fronl 
the bias of tenlperanlellt, education, and environulent. 
Like lllost reformers, 
Ir King approached the nlorbid 
\yhel'e his ca.use \vas concerned. He seemed to regard 
all la\vyers, judges, and officials alike as evil-nlillded 
encluies of the public. This has never been true in 
any epoch of California's history. On the contrary, 
\,'"hatever may be said of laxity in public nlorals and 
corruption in high places, there never has been a ti111c 
\vhen a Inajority, not only of the nlasses, but of thosf' 
\vho liveJ Ly the lu,v, ,vere not in favor of right and 
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n1orality. This fact, in our analysis of an a
normal 
or disten1pered epoch, should never be .lost sIght of. 
The \Tigilance COJl11nittee sought the rIght; the la\v 
and order party sought the right; the difference \vas, 
the forn1er \vere practical anJ clear-sighted, \vhile the 
latter "'"ere blinded by overmuch learning, by Ligotry, 
and Ly their private interests. Some \yere inherently 
and irrecoverably bad; but these ,vere al,vays in the 
luinority. One anilnal of evil odor can n1ake fetid 
the atmosphere surrounding a thousand fio\vers; so 
one bad IDan can bring offence upon n1any good men. 
"Bets are no\v offered, \ve have been told," ,vrites 

Ir King November 22, 1855, "that the editor of the 
Bulletin ,vill not be in existence t\venty days longer, 
and the case of Dr Hogan, of the Vicksburg paper, 
,,'ho ,vas lllurdered by the gamblers of that place, is 
cited as a \varning. Pah ! We passed unscathed 
through ,vorse scenes than the present at Sutter 
Fort in '48. 'Var, then, is the cry, is it? "\Var be- 
t\VCél1 the prostitutes and gamblers on one side, and 
the virtuous and respectable on the other ! War to 
the knife, and the knife to the hilt I Be it so, then! 
GalnLlers of San Francisco, you have 11lade your elec- 
tion, and \ve are ready on our side for the issue I" 
One Selover, of the fraternity, denied the privilege 
of the duel \vhich he professed to desire, threatened 
darker Ineasures. On the 6th of Decenlber 1\11' King 

ays: ":1\11' Selover, it is said, carries a knife. We 
carry a pistol. 'Ve hope neither \vill bo required, but 
if this rencolltre cannot be avoided, \vhy \vill 1\11' Selo- 
ycr persist in perilling the lives of others? vVe pass 
every afternoon, aLout half-past four to five o'clock, 
along :JIarket street fron1 Fourth to Fifth street. 
The road is ,vide and not so llluch frequented as those 
streets farther in to\Yll. If \ve are to Le shot or cut 
tu pieces, for heaven's 
ake let it be done there. 
Others ,,,ill not Le. injured, and in case ,ve fall our 
house is but [\ fc\y hundred yards beyond, and tho 
CClnetcr y Hot 111ueh farther." And arrain the 5th of 
ö , 
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January: "If these fcllo\vs are real1y dcterlnined to 
attack tho editor of the Bulletin, ,vhy don't they do 
it at once and be done ,vith it? Why keep everybody 
in suspense? Here ,ve have been carrying a pistol 
for nearly three lllonths because of the braggadocio 
bullying of this cro\vd, until ,ve are heartily tired of 
it. "T 0 don't ,vant to carry ,veapons. If the fuss 
111ust C01l1e off, let it come at once and be over." Of 
a truth this pistol of l\fr King's, Eke the famous gray 
steel s\vord of Kol, ,yas Inore fatal to the owner than 
to anv one else. 
About this tilDe, namely, on the 17th of November 
1855, there had been IDurdered a prominent citizen in 
open day upon a public thoroughfare in San Francisco, 
and yet the lllurderer ren1ained unpunished. Indeed 
he did not expect punishn1ent. Bet\veen \Villiau1 H. 
Richardson, United States Inarsllal, and Charles 
Cora, an Italian gambler, there had been S0111e diffi- 
cultv. Friends interfered to reconcile them, and nIl 
diff;rences, as it ,vas thought, ,yore amicably adjusted. 
About half-past six o'clock on the evening of the day 
aboye nalned Richardson and Cora ,vere seen in front 
of l\IcAllister's building on Clay street, helo\v l\Iont- 
gOlnery. They had just COll1e fron1 the Blue Wing 
saloon on )Iontgolllery street, near Clay. One stand- 
ing near theln heard Richardson reinark, "'VeIl, is it 
all right?" " Yes," Cora replied. Continuing their 
conversation in a lo,v tone for a short tilne, suddenly 
Cora with his left hand seized Richardson bv the 
collar of his coat, and \vith the right dre,v &I froin 
his pocket a derringer. "What are you going to 
do 1" cried Richardson; "don't shoot, I an1 unarn1ed I" 
Scarcely \vere the ,vords uttered before the ball fron1 
Cora's pistol had penetrated the officer's breast. The 
Italian held his victÎln up for perhaps a Ininuto, until 
convinced that the ,vound ,vas f
Ltal, ,vhen he let the 
body drop. 
So suddenly fell the blo,v that the ,\yitnesses for a 
oJ 
ll10111ent \vere paralyzed. Cora turned fron1 his victim, 
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but bofore he IJad proceeded far he \vas arrested and 
hurried a\vay to the station-house. Richardson ,vas 
taken to I{cith's druO' store, corner of l\Iontgolnery 
and Clay streets, \vh
re he ahnost irnmediately ex- 
pired. 
Iean\vhile an ilnn1enHe and fearfully excited 
cro\vd had gathered in the vicinity, conlpletely block- 
ing the streets for t\VO squares. Cries of "Hang hiu1 I 
hanO' bÏ1n I" \vere heard on every side. Several ad- 
dre
ed the asseInLlage, urging the Ï1nmediate execu- 
tion of the Illurderer, and on putting it to a vote a 
storIn of 'ays' and 'noes' follo\ved. Though burning 
\",ith indignation at the dastardly deed, there \vere 
Illany in San Francisco to \vhOl1l arbitrary punish- 
nient \vas unkno-\vn, and to others it ,vas lTIOst di8- 
tasteful; besides, Cora had friends to s\vell the VOIUlllè 
of 'noes.' All evil-doers \vere his friends. 
III perfect peace, as if encircled in the arlTIS of his 
lllistrc::;s, Charles Cora nestled in the boson1 of the la \V. 
While there he \vas safe, and n1anifested the utlnost 
coolness; but \vhen for his greater safety froin the 1110b 
he ,vas transferred fro1l1 tho station-house to the jail, 
he gre\v anxious 1 and glanced nervously behind to see 
if avengers \vere at his heels. During the evening of 
the day of the lllurder the excitement continued, and 
the propriety of an iInlnediate and sunllnary execution 
"
as openly Jiscussed. The bells of the several engine- 
houses ,vcre runa-, \vhich seelned to l )resaO'e hano'inry; 
. LJ ð 0 ð 
It ,vas rumored that the ViO'ilance Committee ,vere in 
. 0 
seSSIon, that rope and Lealn \vere ready, and that an 
attack on the jail \vould soon be Blade. The sheriff 
heing absent at the tilHe, his deputy, fearful of an at- 
tCln pt to seize the prisoner, sccretly sent hi ril to the 
suburbs of the city, heayily ironed. The sheriff return- 
ing. shortly, ordered hinl brought back to the jail, over 
\VhlCh he placed a strong guard. At the Oriental 
II()t
l Sa
uel Brann
n addressed the people, urging 
the Inlnledlate executIon of Cora. It \vas said also 
that he. had procured the ringing of the bells, but this 
he denIed. He ,vas arrested Ly the sheriff for dis- 
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orderly conduct and inciting a riot. 
\ large cro,vd 
follo,ved hi In to the station-house, threatening once 
or t,vice to rescue hin1. Arrived at the police office 
he ,vas in11nediately released on his o,vn recognizance. 
To\vard morning the exciten1ent died a,vay, and the 
people dispersed to their homes. Cora ,vas exanlÏned 
by the authorities and held for trial. 
It \vas said that the cause, though not the ilnlne- 
diate occasion, of the shooting of Richardson ,vas 
natural indignation resulting froln ..the offensive de- 
llleanor 'v hile at the theatre to\vard 1\1rs Richardson 
of Belle Cora, a notorious prostitute by 'VhOll1 Cora 
,vas supported, and \yho honored him by assull1ing his 
nan18. To Iny mind the dispute speaks little Letter 
for the ,vife than for the n1Ïstress, as no lady, be the 
circulnstances \vhat they Inight, ,vould quarrel ,vith a 
prostitute at a theatre, and no prostitute ,vould insult 
a lady \vho gave her no opportunity. 
The feeling a,vakened by this assassination, follo,v- 
ing as it did a long list of unpunished outrages, ,vas not 
allay
d by another brutal nlurder comnlitted at the 

Iission a \veek after, plunder being the incentive. 
There ,vere Inany calls for a vigilance conllnittee at 
that tilne; but the very n1en 'v ho six n10nths after- 
,yard ,yere driven to this ultinlate resort, no,,, nlade 
their influence felt against such a rCllledy. In the 
R,ichardson case they successfully argued that as the 
victin1 ,vas a pro111in811t federal officer, the 111urclerer 
onc of a class of vultures against ,vhom puLlic opinion 
,vas being aroused, and the crill1e one attended ,yith 
atrocious coolness, the probabilities \\rere strong that 
the courts ,vould achninister justice. 
At this tinlc 1\11' I(ing \vrote vigorously in the 
Bulletin advocating dependence on the la\v, asserting 
,vith good cause the iInplicit confidcnce univcr
ally 
felt in the integrity of J udge Norton and J uJgo 
lIager, before one of \VhOln the case ,yould probably 
be tried, and expressing his personal hope alHl belief 
that the day had passeù \vhCll re
ort to arbitrary 
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Jneasures should be necessary to secure justice in 
San Francisco. N everthless his language ,vas plain 
enouO'h as to ,vhat should be done in case of further 
b 
trifling ,vith justice. 
"Hano- Billy 
I ul1igan I" he cries. "That's the 
"
ord I If 
lr Sheriff Scannell does not remove Billv 

Iulligan from his present post as keeper of th
 
county jail, and 1\Iulligan lets Cora escape, hang 
Billy 
lulligan, and if necessary to get rid of the 
sheriff, hang him-hang the sheriff I Strong n1easures 
are no\v required to have justice done in this case of 
Cora. Citizens of San Francisco! what Ineans this 
feeling so prevalent in our city that this dastardly 
assassin ,vill escape the vengeance of the la\v1 Oh 
heavens! 'v hat a mortification to every lover of de- 
eency and order, in and out of San Francisco, t
 
think that the sheriff of this county is an ex-keeper 
of a gan1bling hell; his deputy, ,vho acts as keeper of 
the county jail, is the notorious Billy Mulligan, and 
a late deputy, Burns, the late capper at a string- 
gan1e table! l\Ierchants of San Francisco, nlechanics, 
bankers, honest men of every calling, hang your 
heads in very shanle for the disgrace no'\v resting on 
the city you have built I" 
\Vhile deprecating the necessity for it, people began 
to talk of the reorganization of the Vigilance Conl- 
1nittee, but 1\11' King ,vas not in favor of it. The 
offices of judges and jailer ,vere filled by the tools of 
cutthroats ,yho unblushingly plied their traffic upon 
the most public thoroughfares in open day, and then 
bet t\VO to one that they ",
ould escape punishnlent. 
ALroad emigration \vas checked by the prevailing 
idea of villainy and corruption in every avenue of 
Rociety, and at hOlne respectable IneH f
lt it a duty 
to their fall1ilies to quit the country rather than ex- 
pose their children to the vice and iniquity that so 
unblushingly stalked the streets. 
\"'lhen l{ichardson ,vas shot Ly Cora, "Who ,vill be 
the next victiul?" people asked. The jailer ,vas the. 



FAILURE TO CONVICT, . 


33 


special friend and crony of the murderer. 'Vhat 
a farce! "If the jury that tries Cora is packed, 
hang the sheriff I" exclaims one. "l\lark Iny ,vordl:;," 
says another, "Charles Cora, if left to be tried by 
the legal tribunals, ,vill be let loose upon the COIll- 
munity to assassinate his third victim." All good 
citizens, and IllOst assuredly all evil-Ininded ones, 
boped the time had passed ,vhen the necessity of 
vigilance committees existed, yet the former ,vere 
ready to resort to that or any other Ineans which 
should assure them safety, peace, and good govern- 
ment. 
Severalll10nths elapsed before the case of Cora was 
brought to trial; mean,vhile a man named J\fcDuffie 
,vas appointed to the vacant post of United States 
marshal. This person, in connection with a partner 
named Van Read, had accumulated a fortune bv con- 
ducting gambling hells in 
Iarysville, at the tables of 
\vhich Cora bad served; and \vhen it ,vas found that 
Van Read ,vas actively engaged in efforts to clear Cora, 
the public though
 there might be S0111e foundation 
for the assertion that one gambler had murdered the 
Inarshal to enable another gambler to secure his place. 
Deep indignation, moreover, ,vas felt at finding that 
the influence of the fraternity had extended even 
to Washington, and had seduced Senator Weller to 
abuse the confidence of the president of the United 
States by inducing hilll to make an appointment 
,vhich thus appeared to further such a conspiracy. 
When Cora was brought to trial it was found 
that the subscriptions of his fellow-gamblers and the 
lavish liberality of his paramour had not only se- 
cured a brilliant array of la\vyers, but had hired and 
dril1ed a number of ,vitnesses to testify that the- 
marshal was about to kill the galnbler when the 
gan1bler killed the marshal. James Casey, of ,vhOln 
In ore hereafter, spent money freely to clear Cora. 
And although the district attorney succeeded in 
den10nstrating the perjury of some of the ,vitnesses, 
Pop, TRIB., VOL, II. 3 
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and several of the by-standel's ,vho had been SUlli- 
Inoned testified in the clearest lUanneI' that they saw 
both of Richardson's hands at the instant of the 
shooting hanging by his side enlpty, SOlll
 of the jury, 
confused by the pleas of the la,vyers, or Influen
ed bl 
the solid arO'ulnents poured from the prostItute s 
purse, refused to join in the verdict of lllurder in the 
1irst degree. Four 1110nths ,vere then suffered to 
elapse ,vithout indication on the part of the authori- 
ties that another trial ,vas about to be held; and the 
rUIllor that several of the ,yitnesses for the prosecu- 
tion had been bribed to leave the state, and that the 
next trial ,vould result in the crilninal's escape for 
lack of evidence, ITlight perhaps have been verified by 
the result had not succeeding events aroused the 
people to amninister justice without the intervention 
of la,vyers and ,vithout the formal assistance of 
officers under ,vhose n1anipulations crilninals ,vho 
could con1mand money or political influence rarely or 
never suffered the penalties the laws provided. 
Jalnes A, )[cDougal1, afterward United States sen- 
ator, was counsel for Cora. To say that he did not 
kno\v his client to be guilty inlpeaches his intelli- 
gence; to 
ay that knowing it he attempted to clear 
and loosen the bloodhound in1peaches the integrity 
of the judicial systeu1 under vvhich he practised. 
../..\ 1110nth after the occurrence the exciten1ent ,vhich 
had ,veIl nigh called into action the old Vigilance 
COllilllÌttee had died a,vay, and an apparent apathy 
upon the subject seemed to have befallen the public 
lllind. But this in reality ,vas not the case. There 
,vas yet in this cOlllillunitv a healthy determined sen- 
tilnent regarding the public good. oj If the properly 
constituted authorities ,vould punish crill1e, that was 
.ðufficient; if not, crillle should not 0'0 unpunished. 
"
rhe people of this city," ,vrites Mr ðI(ing the 12th 

)f Dece!llbor, "are no
 i
l f
vor of taking the la,y 
Into theIr O'Vll hands If JustIce can be done in the 
courts; and no class of nlen can be founù in this conl- 
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n1unity 1110re in favor of la\v and order than the 111en1- 
bel's of the old Vigilance Committee. But if the 
courts ,vere to relapse into the former farcical apol- 
ogies ,ve had, it ,vould require but a fe,v hours to 
again call into action the sanle body of men, with the 
addition of, as before, the best business men of the 
city as nlenlbers and co-,vorkers." 
'Vith ren1arkable vigor and persistency Mr King 
continued the ,val'. Evil-doers ,vere ruthlessly hunted 
do\vn and their n1Ìsdeeds exposed, until the Bulletin 
editor ,vas 1110re hated and feared than aU the e111is- 
saries of Satan. His strictures ,vere not al\vays just 
çr judicious,. but on the \vhole his influence ,vas most 
beneficial. He dared to do and diel what others 
scarcely dared to think. It was no groundless fear, 
this of his friends that he ,vould be shot; but like a 
hero-martyr as he ,vas, James King threw up his life 
at the beginning of the battle. He sa,v the city 
steeped in corruption, reeking in vice, groaning under 
burdens imposed by gambling officials, a reproach at 
hOllle and a by,vord abroad. Yet he believed there 
,rere not ,vanting the ten lllen that should save 
it. He determined to break up the iniquitous nest 
of political pinlps and murderous demagogues ,vhich 
infected the place, and he did it. 
The storm \vhich had been so long bre\ving at 
length burst with a fury little expected even by those 
,vho had invoked it. Among other infelicities of the 
day there \vas no little wrangling over the selection of 
custon1-house servants, incident to the appointment 
of a ne\y collector. In the Bulletin of the 9th of l\Iay 
1856 was printed an article l'ya correspondent who 
signed himself" ..A.. Purifier," in \vhich the nalne of 
one Bagley ,vas lnentioned as a person unfit for a 
certain coveted position, he ha
ing been indicted at 
one tin1e for attelnpting the life of J an1es Casey, a 
prolninent politician, and proprietor of the S1..tnday 
TÙhe:-;, 
On the 11 th of l\fay a communication appeared in 
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}'Ir Casey's paper, over 
he s
gnatu.re "Cafaban." 
After aceusing the Bulletln of InconsIstency In con- 
delnnin a certain appointlnents of the governor and of 
the pre
ident, and praising certain others made by the 
collector of the port, the writer says: "N O'V, Mr 
Editor, the question arises; ,vhence this. great and 
monstrous sYlnpathy for 1\11' Latham 1 I wIll tell you. 
Mr King, J an1es ICing of Willian1, has a brother \vho 
holds a lucrative position in the custom-house, under 
}.rlr Latham, and this brother is one of the proprietors 
of that consistent, courageous, independent, and im- 
maculate sheet, the Bulletin; hinc illæ lach1'OY1næ. 
"Another point to ,vhich I ,vish to call the at- 
tention of your readers is this: the brother I allude 
to ",vas an applicant for the office of United States 
marshal for California at the same time ,vith 1\11' 
McDuffie. Is it not possible, ay, even probable, 
that the bitter, unrelenting, and malicious prosecu- 
tion of that gentleman by the editor of the Bulletin 
,vas instigated by 1110tives of revenge for the defeat 
of his brother, ,vho I say is a large share-holder in 
the Bulletin?" 
Thomas King, though heartily sympathizing with 
his brother and giving him his earnest support, ,vas 
a very different kind of a man. Coarse, illiterate, and 
common in mind and manners, he carried about hinl 
that sanle vindictive energy which characterized his 
brother James, \vith this difference: J a.mes King's 
hatred of sinners sprang from a hatred of sin, and 
,vas sanctified by the noble purpose of cleansing 
society; and this because he loved purity and justice 
and abhorred vice. Thomas ICing hated on general 
principles. Had Casey been his brother he \vould 
have hated J aITleS ICing as heartily as he no,v hated 
Casey. That he was on the riO'ht side ,vas owing to 
accident. Without being a ve
y bad l11an or a very 
good one, he ,va
 full of explosive material \vhich, like 
the paper cannon the Chinese make for our Fourth 
of July, ,vas ready when ignited to burst out on its 



CASEY THE CONVICT. 


37 


weakest side. The expansive force of his passions 
,vas as likely to drive him do\vn\vard as upward. 
In the advertising columns of th8 I-Ierald of Tues- 
day morning the 13th of May ,vas the following card: 


"A communication appeared in the Sunday Time8 of the lIth instant 
stating that I was an applicant for the office of United States marshal. I 
have called several times to-day at the office of 
ir Casey, the proprietcr of 
the Times, to get from him the name of the author, which Mr Casey promised 
to make known after first having an interview with him, At the hour ap- 
pointed to-night by 
Ir Casey I called, but was unable to find him. Until I 
receive the name of the author, I wish simply to say that I never applied nor 
thought of applying for the office of United States marshal. 
"San Francisco, lJ1 ay 12, 1856, THOMAS S. KING." 


. Thus it åppears that Thomas King called on Casey 
for the authorship of the article, \vhich Casey refused 
to give. "The \vriter is an old man," said Casey, "a 
111an of peaceable habits, and rather than that he 
should suffer I \vill be responsible. " Very kind of 
Casey. Tu
sday morning King Inct Casey on Mont- 
gomery street, and again demanded the author's nanie. 
"I will not give it you," said Casey. 
"I ,vill give you till ten o'clock to-morro\v; if you 
do not reveal to me his name by that time you shall 
stand the consequences," said King. 
"My mind is made up. I do not want ten minutes; 
I will not give it you I" replied Casey. 
N ext day, Wednesday, King sought Casey and 
found him, but made no demonstration of hostilities. 
He had pron1ised his brother that he \vould not at- 
tack him; their \veapon lnust be the pen, and in the 
hand of the reformer blows from it should fall heavier 
than those of a slung-shot. 
Several months previous some of Casey's political 
opponents, of the same quality as hinlself, ,yho kne\v 
son1ewhat of his antecedents, had sent east and ob- 
tained a certified copy of his conviction in New York 
for robbery, and his subsequent Îlnprisonrnent at Sing 
Sing. This was shre\vdly passed over to the common 
enemy, as the opposition well kne"\\T that Mr l{ing 
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could use it better in their behalf than themselves, 
eyen if they had dared to publish such a statement 
reaarding one of their o\vn class. 
In the Bulletin's editorial of ]\fay 14th James King 
of Willialll says: "An10ng the names mentioned by 
'Â Purifier' in his communication of Friday last as 
objectionable appointments to the custom-house was 
that of 1\Ir Baaley, ,vho has since called on us, and 
bv ,vhose req
esi \ve have nlade more particular 
il;quiries into the charges made against him. On 11on- 
day ,ve told 1\11' Bagley that ,ve could not feel justi- 
fied in ,vithdra\ving the general charge against hinl, 
for though in the particular cases mention.ed \ve had 
not been satisfied that he ,vas the party at fault, yet 
the general character we heard was against him. To 
this ::\11' Bagley urged that our informants ,vere all 
enemies of his, \vhich in one sense of the word is true, 
though they are not the persons he supposes. At 
our last interview with 1\11' Bagley we told him that 
. if he could bring sonle respectable persons, known to 
us, \vho ,vould vouch for hinl and explain away what 
had been told us, \ve ,vould take pleasure in saying as 
lnuch in our paper. Several such have called on us, 
but whilst they are unanimous in saying that Bagley 
behaves himself very ,yell at present, yet when ,ve 
ask them, for instance, about the fight with Casey, 
they cannot explain it satisfactorily. Our impression 
at the time was that in the Casey fight Bagley was 
the aggressor. It does not nlatter how bad a n1an 
Casey had been, or how l1luch benefit it might be to 
the public to have hÏIn out of the way, ,ve cannot 
accord to anyone citizen the right to kill him, or even 
beat him, ,vithout justifiable provocation. The fact 
that Casey has been an inmate of Sing Sing prison in 
New York, is no offence against the laws of this state; 
nor is the fact of his having stuffed himself through 
the ballot-box, as elected to the board of supervisors 
from a district \vhere it is said he \yas not even a can- 
didate, any justification for 1\11' Bagley to shoot Casey, 
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ho,vever richly the latter Inay deserve to have his 
neck stretched for such fraud on the people." 
This was the last editorial James King ever \vrote ; 
these \vere the \vords that cost him his life. The next 
day's editorial colulnn of the Bulletl.n was a blank, 
speaking louder in its \vhite empty silence than even 
\vhen filled \vith the flaming \vords of its director. 
The present issue was upon the street about three 
o'clock. The whole fraternity were \vatching for it, 
as it ,vas generally understood among then1 \vhat 
\vould be the result in case of further attack on Casey 
in that journal. Casey read it, and all \vithin hinl b
- 
came incandescent. Stepping quickly over to the 
editorial rooms of the Bulletin, \vhich ,vere then in 
the second story of a building on l\ferchant street, 
near J\Iontgon1ery, he found King seated at a table in 
an apartment alone. An open door communicated 
with an adjoining room, \vhere ,vere t,vo persons ,vho 
overheard all that passed. Casey ,vas TI1uch excited 
and out of breath. 
"What do you lnean by that article?" he de- 
Inanded. 
"What art.icle?" asked King. 
"That which says I ,vas formerly an inmate of 
Sing Sing prison." 
"Is not that true?" 
"That is not the question. I don't ,vish my past 
acts raked up; on that point I aln sensitive." 
"Are you done?" asked King. '
here's the door: 
go I never show your face here again I" 
Casey moved to\vard the door, \vhich ,vas open. 
There he paused a moment and burst fortI1 again: 
"I'll say in my paper what I please I" 
"You have a perfect right to do so," returned King; 
"I shall never notice your paper." 
Striking his breast \vi th his hand, Casey no\v cried, 
"If necessary I shall defend myself I" 
. " Go I" exclain1ed King, rising from his seat. 
Casey immediately \vent do\vn the Htairs. 
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This ,yas about four o'clock, A fe,v ll1inntes paRt 
five }'Ir Kino' left his office as usual for dinner. 
ð 
Passing up l\Ierchant street to l\Iontgomery, he 
,valked north,vard along the east side in front of 
::\Iontgomery block to the corner of Montgomery and 
\Vashington streets, where ,vas situated a fanlOUS and 
fashionable drinking-saloon called the Bank Exchange, 
". here prize-fighters and politicians used to congre- 
gate. Thence, ,vithout either slacking or increasing 
his speed, he started to cross diagonally to the north- 
,vest corner of the same streets, where then stood a 
one-story building occupied by the Pacific Express 
Company. 'Vhen nearly across, Casey, who had been 
,vatching the movements of his enemy from the ,vest 
side of the street, stepped forward on the sidewalk 
,vhich King ,vas approaching, threw off a short cloak 
which concealed a cocked pistol in his hand, and 
crying "Come on I" iÙ.stantly fired. 
"Oh God I I am shot I" cried King, and staggered 
into the express office. 
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W ouldst thou to honor and preferment climb? 
De bold in mischief, dare some mighty crime. 
On guilt's broad base thy towering fortunes raise, 
For virtue starves on universal praise. 


J uvenal. 


CASEY was about fifteen paces from King when he 
fired. The ,veapOl1 used ,vas what \vas kno\vn as 3 
navy revolver, being larger than the ordinary six- 
shooter. The ball struck the left breast, glanced up- 
ward under the clavicle, and passed out belo,v the 
shoulder-blade. He was not a bungler at butchery. 
It ,vas a good shot f(H' fifteen paces; and Inark, it \vas 
the left breast that ,yas struck. He ,vas not a common 
dark-lane cutthroat, or a garroting pick-pocket. He 
was a politician and an office-holder, and ,vhen he 
wanted money he took it froln the public like a gen- 
tleman. 
Assassination under his delicate touch ,vas a moral 
lesson, or as De Quincey vvould say, a fine art, in 
which design, grouping, light and shade, poetry, and 
sentiment were duly considered. Immediately after 
firing he rested his revolver upon his knee and with 
both hands cocked it. He then took several steps 
to,vard King, eyed his victim narrowly, as if to satisfy 
himself that the ,york had been effectually done, then 
turned, let down the !lamIner of his pistol, picked up 
his cloak, and started for the station-house, to give 
himself up. All he asked now was a fair trial. 
We shall know Inore of this lllan, for California owes 
hÍ1n llluch; next to Mr King 1110re than to anyone else 
(41 ) 
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the bringing to a blazing heat the fires of purification. 
If to suffer death for one's country be sweet, to inflict 
fruitful death is surely something. Had Casey and all 
his crew suddenly sainted themselves, and set about 
scraping and ,vhitewashing wickedness, their efforts 
never could have achieved such beneficial results as 
accrued from that single pistol-shot. 
True, if Casey had not fired it probably some one 
else ,yould have done the killing; but that does not 
lessen Casey's merit. He was leader of a cause as 
,veIl as ICing. He had his instruments, his organ, and 
hundreds waited on his ,vords. Their doctrine ,vas 
like the vulture's; son1e creatures are lnade to eat and 
SOlne to be eaten; the same benign influence originated 
both; let each fulfil its destiny. But to the record. 
On the 4th of Septen1ber 1851 a convict nan1ed 
J ames Casey ,vas discharged from the state-prison at 
Sing Sing, N ew York, having conlpleted a ternl of 
t,vo years of hard labor, to which he ,vas sentenced 
for grand larceny. Conling to California, he dis- 
played so much cunning and skill in politicallnanipu- 
lations that he was soon elevated to a high position in 
one of the corrupt cliques \vhich largely controlled 
both city and state governlnents. Like his confrère 
Broderick, he ,vas a leader among the roughs; like 
him he joined a fire company, and ,vas elected fore- 
man. He established the Sunday Times newspaper, 
before mentioned, of ,vhich he ,vas proprietor and 
nominal editor, though too illiterate to \vrite for the 
press himself. As inspector of election of the sixth 
,yard, he easily çontrolled the election of city and 
county officers, for as the sixth ,vard ,vent so ,vent 
the city and county. The sixth ward becamê famous 
under his management; and a desperate fiaht at a 
prÎ1nary in the spring of 1855 made Caseyb hinlself 
famous. At the autulnn election of the same year 
he ,vas returned from the Presidio district to the 
lucrative office of supervisor; though at the tin1e he 
,vas not a resident of the district, nor ,vas his nalne 
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mentioned on election day as a candidate. Yankee 
Sullivan, however, certified that Casey \vas duly 
elected, and it must have been true, for the Irish prize- 
fighter \vas judge of the election, and had a good 
double back-action ballot-box, which no one knew how 
to slide but hi111sel:f. 
During these years Casey's industry and honesty 
had secured him a fortune of, some say, forty thousand 
dollars, \vhile others deny that he saved anything 
from his spoils. At an events, as he was yet under 
forty he might have turned honest, retired on his 
laurels, and fattened himself, for he was as lean as 
Cassius. In this way he Inight have kept life \vithin 
his body these many years had not honor pricked hin1 
on, or rather off, as Falstaff would say. Although 
he had adopted a middle name, represented by the 
letter P, to conceal his identity, he had been obliged to 
ackno\vledge his criminal career in court one day; but 
this did not in the least weaken his political influence, 
or lessen his eminent usefulness as one of the high 
officials intrusted with the management of the public 
finances. 
Short of stature, slightly built, \vith delicate feat- 
ures, bright intelligent blue eyes, and very large brain, 
he possessed altogether an intellectual cast of coun- 
tenance, in marked contrast to that of his brother 
assassin Cora, his friend and elector Sullivan, and his 
astute counsellor McGowan. Cursed \vith greater 
ability than these, he was well fitted to be their 
leader. Above a high broad forehead the head \vas 
thinly covered \vith dark sandy hair, and the thin 
florid face \vas bordered by short side whiskers. His 
mind \vas active, his disposition quick and resentful, 
and his telnperament nervous-sanguine. His dress 
,vas that of a gentleman. 
Thief, fireman, bal1ot-box stuffer, supervisor, editor, 
murderer. And this man had a host of friends. There 
was the right honorable Judge Edward J\IcGo\van, 
standing at the time of the shooting in front of the 
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Bank Exchange. Now Ned was not the most re
ia
le 
of friends, even "Then the Dlan he loved \vas a villaIn. 
Mr vVillialn B. Watkins, ,vho kindly furnished me a 
most interesting and valuable dictation of his experi:. 
ences in those days, is of the opinion that it was no 
other than Ned himself \vho furnished King ,vith the 
certificate of Casey's Sing Sing seryice. 
But if the archenemy of all the vagabonds was to 
be slain, then Ned \vas a friend of the slayer; for Ned 
,vas not conductor of a Sunday-school, nor did he pass 
the plate in church. It was rare fun for Ned to set 
King on Casey, and then Casey on King; and if each 
killed the other, or the hangn1an secured both, so 
llluch the better. Scarce]y llad Wednesday's Bulletin 
appeared upon the street before N ed had purchased a 
copy, and hurrying off to his much maligned Casey 
spread before him the infamous article \vith sympa- 
thetic eye but buoyant heart. He \vell kne,v the 
,vords to drop \vhich would at that mOlllent act upon 
the nervous, inflamnlable Casey as coals of fire upon 
gunpo,vder: the ,vords to cause an explosion pro- 
ductive of happy horror to the ever-lucky 'Ubiqui- 
tous.' It is said that at this brief pregnant interview 

lcGo,van urged Casey to kill King, and either handed 
hin1 his revolver with \vhich to do the deed or offered 
to lend it to him. 
Pete Wightman, the butcher, was there talking with 
J\IcGo,van at the time, and casting significant glances 
along the side,valk leading fronl Merchant street. 
James 
I. Estell, of state - prison contract notoriety, 
,vbo for 
Ir King's death did not put on IDourning, 
,vas there; like,vise Vi Turner, and not far distant 
Webb and Hawes, and many others. 
The killing of King \vas not Casey's first offence, 
but the culmination of a catalogue of offences. Says 
]\fr Farnhanl of his accomplishments: "He sold nom- 
inations to the highest bidder, taking money from all; 
he furnished judges, shoulder-strikers and stuffers on 
election days; he procured, for a co
sideration, the 
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passage of fraudulent bins through the board of which 
he \vas a member." lIe \vas pronounced the most ex- 
pert ballot-box stuffer and ticket-shifter in the world. 
Officer after officer he placed in po\ver, and then shared 
\vith theln the spoils. If Casey sat upon a ballot-box, 
it \vas sure to hatch him out a follo\ver. 
Though a good Catholic, he displayed absolute 
atheism in morality and honesty. He \vas a nlost 
,,,"orthy member of the society for the suppression of 
political nJorals; he \vas a just striker, a \vise stuffer, 
a religious \vhiskey-drinker, and in all his falnily and 
social relations a \varm-hearted and hUlnane villain. 
Thus \ye see that Casey \vas a first-class villain; 
indeed a prince. Tricky fingers had \voven the thread 
of his destiny. He \vas not what Californians \vollId 
call nlean; he \vould not descend to petty stealings. 
Among his friends he had the reputation of being 
highly honorable, though revengeful to\vard his ene- 
n1Ïes. He \vas much lnore gentlelnanlyand chivalrous 
than many an honest nlan. He returned good for good, 
which is lnore than can be said of SOlne. He had been 
taught from childhood to right his O\Vll \vrongs. 


How, as one studies society, the laughing light of 
the grotesque appears to view I Ho\v the irony of 
respectability and fashion displays itself in certain 
phases of the public morality and public sentiment 
\vhich \ve so devoutly \vorship I There \vas one ,vho 
was after\vard alnong Casey's judges, a Judas, and a 
far \vorse Ulan than Casey, a more dangerous Ulan, 
because less manly and more hypocritically subtle, 
around \vhose neck Casey himself lllight consistently 
have placed the cord that should strangle hin1. 
This man was a la\vyer by profession, a trickster by 
practice. He \vas a slippery eel, foremost in society, 
church, and state. The devil is the most devout of 
,vorshippers. Shortly before his death l\fr l{ing had 
. berated him soundly for certain of his dark \vays, but 
by SOUle means he had managed to get himself placed 
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upon the board ,vhich ,vas to adjudge Casey, and no,v 
he ,vas loudest in lalnenting t,he death of the reforn1er, 
quickest in avenging it, and foremost in collecting 
1110ney for the relief of his family and for erecting a 
1110nUment. over his remains, which last mentioned act 
\yas doubtless one of the pleasantest of his life; and 
for personal reasons he \vould have the dead man's 
covering heavy and substantial. 
A story is told of this lawyer, ,vho ,vith a San 
Francisco speculator ,vas once in London attempting 
to place some bogus mines, et hoc genus 01nne, upon 
that market. They quarrelled and went to law. A 
broker, ,veIl kno\ving both persons, happened to be in 
London at the time, and to hiln the la,vyer applied 
for testimony upon the character of his opponent. 
" You kno,v this man 1" queried the lawyer of .the 
broker, referring to the speculator. 
" Yes." 
" You have kno,vn him long and intimately1" 
" y " 
es. 
"Have had business transactions '\yith him, and 
kno\v of his business transactions with others, and of 
his general character 1" 
" Ye8." 
" Now, Mr Broker, could you not testify for n1e in 
court that you would not believe him under oath 1" 
"0 yes," replied the broker, "I could easily do 
that. " 
"All right;' responded the la\vyer, in a tone of great 
satisfaction, "I ,vill send a cab for you at eleven 
o'clock to-morro\v. Good-day, and 111any thanks." 
"But, stop a minute I" cried the broker, evidently 
SOIne\V hat en1barrassed; "once in court and on the 
stand, it is difficult to say what quest
ons n1ay arise. 
N o'v suppose he should ask rile to testify the saIne of 
you. I should have to do it I I should have to do it 1" 


Clearly, then, there are villains that are hanged 
and villains that are not hanged. A little villainy, 
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like a little learning, is a dangerous thing. Often a 
double display of villainy makes a hero of hin1 ,vhom 
half the quantity \vould hang. Casey in such a mur- 
der deems himself safe enough, safer than if he had 
c01l1mitted half as heinous an offence, from the fact 
that the very n1agnitude and boldness of the deed 
raised hin1 up defenders who ,vould have let him go 
to prison, thinking nothing of it, for stealing a horse, 
but in common ,vith others as cunning and far- 
sighted as himself, the uprising of the people in such 
vast vehement earnestness was an event not reckoned 
011. Did not Cora shoot Richardson, and \vas not his 
case progressing finely? That there were men ill the 
ranks of vigilance committees who should have been 
in the committee's cells; that there \vere thieves \vho 
turned thief-hunters and loudly shouted, 'Stop thief!' 
that scoundrels fearful of arrest joined the vigilants 
and were apparently most earnest in procuring the 
arrest of scoundrels, there can be no dOll bt. l\fany 
,vere the knees an accusing conscience Blade to shake 
,vhenever bells tolled the assembling of the people. 
There were others at that time of California, very re- 
spectable gentlen1an, \vho, if not as bad as Casey, \vere 
none too good to be hanged. The speculator of 
'VhOlll I spoke, rich and respectable enough as stock- 
gamblers go, ,vould sacrifice his best friend, his \vife, 
his mother, his soul, though that \vere the least part. 
of hinl, for money. Casey \vas true to his friends; 
for \vhen asked by his judges if he had taken any 
into his counsel respecting the murder before he did it, 
if any knew the deed was to be done, he replied, "No 
one." Yet afterward, nalnely, on Wednesday the 
21st of J\;Iay, Andrew Hepburn s,vore that Peter 
Wightman, butcher, a friend of Casey's, and Lafay- 
ette Byrne, deputy-sheriff, ,vere on the spot at the 
shooting, and seizing Casey protected him from the 
fury of the people, and led him away to the jail for 
shelter. Lafayette Byrne testified that he ,vas in con- 
versation ,vith one McGrotty just before the lllurder. 
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"There is some shooting to come off," remarked 

fcGrotty. 
"Ye81" said Byrne; "bet\veen \vhom 1" 
" I(ina and Casey," answered l\lcGrotty. 
Roberl SomervilÌe testified: 
"I was on the corner of :Mongtomery street on \Vednesday last, on the 
sidewalk in front of the Bank Exchange. I saw James King of \Villiam 
crossing leisurely, with his head down, from the place where I stood toward 
the :Metropolitan saloon. I saw J\lr Casey step out from behind a wagon 
standing in front of Phil's saloon, He walked quickly, and a little carelessly, 
and in a manner not calculated to arrest the attention of J\ir JGng until 
within fifteen paces of him, when he suddenly stopped, threw off his cloak, 
presented a pistol, and fired at :Mr King, at the same time saying something 
which I could not hear, J\fr King did not appear to be fully aware of the 
presence of J\lr Casey until he received the ball. Mr King then turned his 
face toward me, uttered an exclamation, and walked toward the door of the 
Pacific express office, where he staggered in. Casey moved a few feet sidewise 
or forward, turned and picked up his cloak, and walked to the córner of 
\Vashington street, where he was joined by two men, one of whom was Pete 
'\Vightman, They walked up '\Vashington street toward the station-house, 
when I saw no more of them. About ten minutes previous to this occurrence 
I was standing in the Bank Exchange, Two men were drinking at the bar. 
One was Pete '\Vightman. They were suddenly interrupted by a boy named 
John Butts, who hastily entered and whispered to them, when they at once 
dropped their glasses and eagerly turned upon him. 
" , '\Vho told you so?' in one breath they both exclaimed. 
" , Casey,' replied the boy. 
" They instantly left the room, I looked after them, and saw Casey stand- 
ing on t
e outside on '\Vashington street, near the door where they passed out. 
I turned and made a remark to a gentleman that something was "'Tong, The 
gentleman replied that Casey had been in a moment before and handed Pete 
Wightman a pistol. This induced me to look after them, and upon going 
out I saw '\Vightman standing in front of the Bulletin office. I passed up 
Clay street, whers I saw Casey standing 011 the corner of Clay and J\Iont- 
gomery streets. I then turned toward the Bank Exchange and passed 1\11' 
King, who was conversing with J\fr Kingsbury on Duncan's corner. I looked 
back toward Mr King and saw that Pete Wightman had changed his posi- 
tion; he had approached nearer J\ir King, and was standing and apparently 
watching him, A moment after this J\ir King left J\Ir Kingsbury and ap- 
proached me, when I saw Pete \Vightman closely following Mr King, Mr 
Casey probably passed on the other side, as he had plenty of time to do so 
leisurely. I saw \Vightman after this, and he had hold of Mr Casey. At the 
time these events were taking place the shooting occurred. All the circum- 
stances that I have related occupied only about ten minutes." 


This concluded Mr Somerville's testimony. From 
the \vords and n1anæuvring described by these wit- 
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ncsses thoro is no question but that the premeditated 
deed \vas kno\vn to others. So at an eyents thought 
the grand jury, \yho on this san1e day presented in- 
dictlnents against JaInes P. Casey, Peter '\Vightman, 
and Ed\varcl l\IcGo\van for the 111urder of James King 
\) f \Villian1. 
l\lcGo\van hinlself says that on that afternoon he 
had been trying a case before Justice Ryan, \vhich he 
had postponed until the follo\\"ing day. "After Iny 
client and I had stepped out of court," he \vrites in 
hi
 narrative, "1 sa\v the Evening Bulletin, containing 
the above ren1arks \vith reference to Casey. 1 had not 
up to this tinle even heard that Casey had had an 
intervie\v \vith ICing. 1 \vent froIn the court- roon1 
do\vll on to l\Iontgolnery street and stopped in the 
neighborhooll of the Bulletin office. I sa\v Illauy per- 
sons gathered in knots about the streets, and every- 
thing indicated to n1e that a fight \vas expected. 1 t 
\vas no\v about t\venty n1Ínutes to five o'clock. \Vhile 
I \yas standing on the 
treet a friend inforlued IHe 
that Casey \vallted to see IDe at a bar-roon1 kept in 
the rear of the city hall by Janles Godfrey, Esq. I 
at once \vent there, and an10ng a great rnany other 
persons I sa\v Casey. He and 1 in1Inediately stepped 
into the alley on \vhich the house is situated, and I 
there learned for the first tin1e \v ha t had occurred 
Let\veen hirn and JVlr King. He ,vas very cool, but 
apparently very angry. He told n1e that his deternli- 
nation \vas to attack 1\11' King, and that he had 
finished the adjustIuent of his affairs, so that in the 
event of his fall there \vould be no difficulty about 
theine " 
The chivalry called the assassination a fight. The 
reporters of the journal
 and their \",itnesses on the 
stanò all took pains to 
ho\v that I(ing \vas arlnud, and 
that Casey before shooting cried to hiln, "Dl'a"" and 
defend yourself! Are you arnlcd? I an1 going to 
shoot you!" \Vhile a \",aitillg death I{ing assured his 
friend
 that no such \yords \ycre spoken; and if they 
Pop, TRIll., VOL. II, 4: 
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,,-ere all ap'reed that l{inO' had not tinIc to avail hiln- 
'ð ð 
self of any benefit frOlll thelll before Casey fired. 
Faint fron1 the sudden and dreadful blo\v ,vhich 
struck the life-inlpelling cord and ,veIl nigh let 
the hesitating spirit free, J anIes King had scarcely 
strength to reach the room of the express COl1Ipany, 
'v here he sank into a seat. And, indeed, had not sonlC 
O'cntlenlen cauO'ht him he ,vould have fallen U I )on the 
ð 0 
öide\valk. The \vound bled profusely, and ,vas very 
painful; but it \vas the n1urder of his high purposes 
that no\y 11l0St troubled hinl. There is sonlething in 
the uncaging of an incarnated soul so painfully ap- 
palling that no Inan, unless thoroughly brutalized or 
diabolified, unless he \vere less or lllore than Inan, 
\vollId dare to take upon hin1self the fearful responsi- 
bility of doing. The lllurderer kno\vs Ilot \v hat he 
does. Hi8 crinle is beyond the faculties of Illan to 
appreciate, a8 it is beyond the po\ver of \vords to abhor. 
The lllore 1.ve anatolnize this at,rocity the lllore its 
hideousness is revealed to us. Who \vould not rather 
at this juncture be ICiug than Casey1 
A Led ,vas quickly provided for the ,vounded nlan, 
and a nunI ber of the 1110St skilled surgeons of the city 
\vere soon in attendance. The \vound \vas dressed, and 
hy the aid of Illorphine the patient \vas put to sleep. 
About seven o'clock l\Irs ICing arrived and nursed her 
husband through the night. The next day he \Va8 re- 
1l10ved to a roonl in l\Iontgonlery block, ,yhere he re- 
lllained until he died, \v hich ,vas the sixth day after 
t he shooting. Dr rroland testifiod at Napa, in tho 
l\IcGo\van case, that thore ,vere not loss than t\ventv 
physicians in ,vaiting-surcly enough to kill any 111a;1 
though he had not first been shot. 
It is necdless to say that all ,vas not harmony 
anIong thein. A small-sized surgeon'
 sponge ,vas in- 
troduced to stanch the hOinorrhao'e and this ,vas 
. t:' , 
retaIned, contrary to the advice of sonIC, up to the 
lllornillg of the day he died. Says Dr R. Beverly 
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Cole, in a highly ilnportant narrative of the case ,yhich 
he has laid before IDe: "It \vas in conscquence of the 
retention of the sponge for so long a tin1e, 'v hich ,vas 
Ï!1 conflict ,vith IllY better judgment, that I on the 
Inorlling of the third day retired fron1 and severed 
lilY connection ,vith the case, not being sustained in 
IllY opinions and suggestions by the other physicians 
in attendance. Grave professional suspicion arose a
 
to the agency of the additional shock to the nerVOUf; 
systenl produced by the relnoval of the sponge, and 
suLsC'quent exan1ination of the ,vound ,vith the finger 
and instrunlents, in producing the sudden and une...\:- 
pected terrnination of the case." Dr Cole is no leHs 
esteclned as a citizen than respected as a surgeon. 
1-Ie ,yas a personal and illtilllate friend of ::\11' ICing, 
and took all active part in the 11l0VCIDent \vhich fol- 
lo\yed. 
I t ,vas hard for l\Ir ICing to reconcile hin1self to 
die at this time and in this luallner; no one kno\vs 
ho\v hard. He retained his consciousness to the last. 
lIe \yas young and strong, and nerved to a contest 
\yhich all the ,vorld regarded ,vith illtere
t. I-lis 
,vhole soul ,vas in the battle. His enan1Ïes lllust nO
N 
triun1ph; and his \yell nigh heart- broken ,vife antI 
children 111Ust be left to Inake their \yay through life 
alone, penniless, and unprotected. During the fir
t 
night of his illness he several tin)e
 turned to Dr Cole 
and asked if in his judgnlellt thc.t'o ,vas any hope for 
hiln. 
Alas, no t Hope for hin1 ? Yes. Beloved of the 
gods, he ,vas pern1Ïtted in one short lIlOlllent of tilne 
to cast upon the altar of hi:-; high anò holy purpo
f' 
the \\'"hole VOIUllJe of his young [tJnbition, and achieyl' 
Ly his death l110re than he coulll hope eyer to oLt31lL 
by a long anù \yeariSOllle life. Blessed priyilege! To 
finish a ,yorthy life-\vol'k just. Lcgun, Ly quick and 
glorious lleath 1 
. There ,vas quite a st,range coincidence attending 
the threats luadc upon 
Ir I\:.ing and his death. III 
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the course of SOine seyere strictures on ganlblcrs in 
[tcneral, and ganlhlers in office in particular, of ,,
hon1 
)Iarshal ::\lcDuffie ,vas one, in his editorial of the 

ll::;t of Aprill\Ir I{ing says: "The allusion made by 
our correspondent to the reckless character of the 
galnbling fraternity in this city, so far from deterring, 
onlv excites us to rene,ved efforts to expose them in 
thc'ir true colors. The chevaliers d'industrie, ,vith their 
courage, desperate deternlination. and the alTIOunt of 
available ,vealth at their disposal, ,viII find that they 
haye Jllet ,vith an opponent \vho cannot be turned 
fronl his course by all the force that can be 
)rought 
t.o bear in their behalf. We \vere this morning told 
that bets have been taken that in thirty days both 
this gambler l\IcDuffie and ourself will have a resting- 
place at the Lone lVlountain cemetery, and these bets 
are nlade by ganlblers. Weare opposed on principle 
to betting, or ,ve ,vould take the offer as to one of the 
parties nlentioned. But this is all fol-de-rol. Do these 

anlblers suppose that brute force can decide such 
questions to the satisfa.ction of the public?" April has 
thirty days. On the 21st of May, James I{ing of 
'Villiarll \vas laid in Lone 
fountain. 
:\lr I(ing ,vas, in 111Y opinion, unjustly severe upon 
gamblers. In politics and nlorals he ,vas a pessin1ist. 
He ,voul<l have no Ulan in office if he ever had been 
a ganlbler, \vithout the lnost convincing proofs of his 
repentance. lIe ,vould rule every nlan out of society 
,vhn had ever gambled, and publicly brand hiln \vith 
illfaulY, N O\V a nlan need not necessarily be a bad man, 
a dishonest man , a licentious man a bra\vler or even 
, , 
an irreligious nlan, because he is a gambler. vVere it 
so, God help California! for every other Ulan in it is a 
gall1bler of SOlne sort. Bootblacks and millionaires, 
clergymen, professional nlen, and ,vornen gamble in 

tocks; lTIerchants engage in ganlblinO' speculations, 

niners be
 their laþor against the gold 
upposed to be 
III the c]alffi: 
grlc
lturists bl putting in their crops 
\\
ager that It 'Vl11 raUl, other\VlSe they lose their labor. 
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Of course I \youldllot be understood as cOlllparing 
the risks of agriculture, luining, and ]llerChalldi
3Ïng 
,yith the betting of n10ney against n10ney, \vhereill 
t here is al,vays injury on one side and unjust gain OIL 
the other, \yherein there is no gain but a great loss tu 
the cOlllmunity; but bet\veen dealing in stocks for an 
adyance or decline and the quicker and usually faircl' 
risks of the gaming-table I see no difference, 
u far a
.; 
the moral aspect is concerned or the evil results flo\v- 
ing therefroln. On the one hand I find no fault \vith 
all this, on t.he other I have no disposition to defend 
gambling or any other vice. I cOlnplain only of thG 
inconsistency of the thing. He ,vho in another COll- 
deillns faro, \vhen fairly dealt, \vhile he hirnself deals ill 
111ining-stocks in the ordinary \vay, is either stupid 0]' 
dishonest. I never placed a dollar on a gan1Íng-table 
in my life. I never entered a club-roolll \vhere ganl- 
bling \vas practised, nor any private galnblillg-rOOll1. I 
never associated \vith gaillblers, never had a fi'iend \vho 
,yas a gambler, and have no sYlllpathy \vhatever ",-itl) 
the fraternity. I regard the gambling principle as one 
of unlnixed evil. And yet I \vould be h
ne
t \yith the 
gan1blers. I \vould vilify the III not one \yhit quicker 
than I \yould vilify ""on1an, the loveliest handi\vol'k 
of the creator, or than I \vouid vilify undefiled religion, 
the holiest and 1110st exalted of 
entiments. In all 
anal ysis of society, I \vould 111ingle the pearls and the 
s\vine together, and if I sa\v falsity in the forl11er and 
truth in the latter, I \vould so regard them. ThiH 
\yilfnl blindness in observing ourselves, and slavi
h 
obedience to all the n1andates of f01'111 anJ fa
hion, 1 
reg
 as al110ng the greatest evils of the day. \\Thy 
not recognize intelligènce in an oyster, or speed in a 
snail, or lnorality in a galnbler, if such qualities be 
there! 
In every occupation there are classes and grades. 
There is as 111uch difference bet\veen an honorablo 
galnbler and a thimble-rigger as bet\veen an honc
t 
auctioneer and a Peter :Funlc There are galublers 
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,vho ,yonld no nlore think of cOlllrnitting an unjust or 
cruel act than \vould a high-Ininded clergYluan or a 
tender-hearted 'YOn1an. There are gan1blers \vho are 
nU1ITnaninlous friends, kind husbands, good fathers, 
and J \vould be useful nlenlbers of society did not society 
indiscrin1inately set her heel upon thelll; nor \yould 
I blalne society in this if she felt so disposed, if society 
,yould only set her heel on stock -gambling clergynlen 
and inllnaculate nlatrons, or other\vise 111anifest SOllle 
degree of consistency in her heel-cl'ushings. 


And no\v let it be recorded and so handed to pos- 
terity. Honor to J alnes I(ing of Willialll t Let all 
the people praise him, w'ho did that for California's 
purification and fair faJne ,vhich no other did, ,vhich 
nu other dared to do. Let generations upon gen- 
erations praise hinl ,vho gave his blood to ,vash the 
stains from their inheritance. Let the hills and valleY8 
of this fair Pacific slope, the sea, and the quiet to\VIlS 
and busy cities that stand beside it, praise hin1 \yhose 
yoice purified the air, 'v hose pen cleansed the se\vers 
of society, and \vhose exan1ple inspired his fellow"- 
citizens ,vith courage to do the best and noblest, 

tinlulating thelll to that high endeavor ,yho
e fruit 
i
 peace, civility, and proud prosperity. The useful- 
nes
 of his life ,vas only exceeded by the rich results 
of his death. IIis enemies, the enelnÌes of justice, 
III orality, and gentle citizenship, slew him; but fronl 
eYer
T drop of his spilled blood there shall spring a 
hundred a vengerH, \v hich shall be as dragons' teeth in 
tho vi
al
 of evil-doers, bringing upon theul s\vift de- 
structIon! 
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THE LOOSING OF LATENT LA'V. 


1st Gent. An ancient land in ancient oracles 
Is called "law-thirsty;" all the struggle there 
'Vas after order and a perfect rule. 
Pray, where lie such lands llOW? 
2d Gent. 'Vhy, where they lay of old- 
In human souls. 


WE have seen on one of the corners most thronged 
of the busiest street iu San Francisco, before the 
close of business for the day, one of the nlost respected 
and useful nlenlbers of the commoll\vealth 
hot, so 
that the 
ixth day thereafter he died. 
It ,vas not a COUlmon nlurder; it ,vas a sacrifice to 
Satan. The Ulan \vas offered up for the priuciples he 
pronounced. He had been a reforlner. He \vas not 
a 
lessiah; certain persons repre
entative of a clasH 
had cheated hinl, and he hated the cheaters and the 
class. He ,vas a good nlan as the \vorld goes, and his 
chaulpionship ,vas for the right. He had failed as a 
banker; and having suffered severely frorn the 
ins of 
certain of his fello\v-citizens, he flung tlo\vn the gaunt- 
let and declared a ,var of exterulination. To this end 
he forgeJ that most forn1ÌJable \veapon of an earnest 
and able freen1an, a ne\vspapcr. As editor of a daily 
journal he cut right and left into the ranks of corrup- 
tion until the encluy, exa
perated, ro
e and \vith PO\v- 
del' and ball retaliated. 
The people \vere profoundly HIOYccl. \Vhose turn 
next? each asked hÌIllsclf as he \\?alkcd to and frou1 
his business. Gradually had ari
en aluoug the iudus- 
trious classes a feeling of in
ecurity conceruing life 
l 55 J 
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and property, \y hich no\v broke out in open al
rnl. To 
tho governlnent under \yhich they lived the people of 
California \vere devotedly attached. Around it in the 
lninds of SOllle clustered sentÏ1nents \varnled to enthu- 
siaslll by ancestral tales, associations \vhich glo\ved 
\yith as pure a patriotisnl as ever inspired lovers of 
liLerty. Others, strangers, out of all the \vorld's pol- 
itics had chosen the social and political institutions 
then unfoldinO' in these Pacific States of North Ailler- 
ð 
ica as the fittest under \yhich to live, and had cast in 
their lot accordingly. Both Arnericans and foreign- 
ers respeeted and loved the la\vs under \vhich in Cali- 
fornia they found then1selyes, and of their tinle and 
substance contributed liberally and cheerfully for their 

upport. In return they asked only to be protected 
fronl those social carnivora \v hose profession it \vas to 
prcy upon industry. And this \vas their right. 
But such protection they no\vhere found. Their 
situation \vas 1110st ano1l1alous. Lovers of quiet, la\v- 
abidcrs, conscientious in the discharge of duty, as 
free as under fashion and their nature human it \vas 
possiLle for nlan to be, and as strong and deternlined 
as they \vere free, they yet groaned under a. despotislll 
compared \vith \vhich feudal serfJonl \vas liberty itself. 
rfheir protectors \vere their natural enenly,froln \VhOll1 
they n1ust seek to Le protected, and \v ho had fastened 
upon the virtuous portion of the comillunity the fetters 
forged by themselves. They \vere heavily taxed for 
the benefit and support of the very class for \vhose 
dcstruction they paid taxes. The tables of la,v \vere 
turned upon the la\v-lnakers by the la\vless; vice had 

cize(l the reins of governnlent, and \vas JrivinO' the 
poop

 
o destruction. Thereupon 
Tose J anles ICing 
of \\ I1ham and denounceJ such doings; and for this 
holdness he ,vas slain. 
The striking of Casey's ball aO'ainst lCino-'s breast 
\va
 like the dropping of a bo\v IdeI' into a l:goon. A 

uddell splash follo\ved. Then round the iU1111ediate 

pot \vere tho surgings and foan1Ïngs acco111panying 
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the loosing of hUlnan passions; a little a,vay ,vere the 
\vaves of s\yclling cxciteillent, unbroken as yet by the 
central ebullitions, ,yhile still more distant the circling 
agitation 
preacl. until the farthest outskirts of the 
country ,vere reached, and every drop of lllanly blood 
\vithin its borders tingled fron1 the Llû\v. 
It ,vas every honest man \vho \vas struck.. Villains 
alone \vere on the striker's side. The good citizon 
kne\y this; kne,v it \vithout being told.; and rushing 
instinctively to his roon1 for his revolver, he belted it 
on as he ran to,vard the scene of cOlnn10tion. Shortl y 
after the shooting sounded the l\Ionnmental bali, 
silent so long in the people's sacred causo-sounded 
an1idst the storm like a resurrection note; and had it 
struck of its 0\\'11 volition its hearers ,vould have 
scarcely 111anifested surprise. 
Froln the spot of the shooting to the station-house, 
or 01(1 police prison, ,vas loss than a block. No sooner 
had Casey fired than his friends closed round hin), 
and hurrying hinl thence locked hinl up. But this 
sort of thing "Tas becolning stale. A repetition in 
this instance of the old forn1 of justice ,voult! lnakc 
the very stones cry out. And as if, indeed, the stones 
had turned avengers, men rose as froll1 the ground; 
,yhole blocks en1ptied in an instant their contents 
upon the thoroughfares, and before the friendly bolt 
,vas turned on (
asey, not n10re than three lninutes 
after the fatal shot ,vas fired, the streets in that 
vicinity ,vere packed ,vi th people. Louder and louder 
pealed the 
Ionumental bell, and froln afar the angry 
tide yet in, pale rage chasing ,vondernlent fron1 the 
face of each arrival as ,vith In uttered cur
e the talc 
\vas told him. 
"'Vhere is he?" they cried, becoIlling tigerish. 
"Hang hilll I" "Run hilll up to a lan11)"- post !" Those 
round the city hall rushed for the police quarters 
,vith bloody yells of "IIang hirn I" "Bring hilll out I" 
"He ,vill get a,vay if left \vith the officers I" 
All the 'v hile the oflìccrs had Lecn upon their guard 



58 


THE LOOSING OF L.ATE
T LA'V. 


lest in tho event no\V happening they should be taken 
at a di
advantage. All doors \vere doubly bolted and 
the entrances to the police quarters strongly barri- 
caded. 
Quick to discern in the lo\v deep-toned imprecations 
the quality of the approaching stornl, the officers and 
the fi"iends of Casey sa\v ren10val to stronger quarters 
essential to the prisoner's safety. lIe must be taken 
to the county jail, on Broadw'ay; but the que
tiüu 
YtTas ho\v to get hiln there. After several ineffectual 
a ttelnpts a carriage \vas stationed 9 n \Vashingtoll 
street at the entrance of Dunbar alley, ,vhich lead3 
to the police prison, and Casey thrust into it, Mar
hal 

 orth sustaininO' him on one side and Charles P. 
o 
Duane on the other. Officers \vith dra\vn \veapons 
lilled the yehicle; Billy l\1:ulligan and other friends 
1:10unted the outside before and behind, covering in- 
stantly \vith their pi
tols any obstreperous lllüLitc. 
The dri yer applied the 'v hip; the horses in a fe\v 
plunges cleared the cro\vd and ,vere a\vay up ICearny 
street and round the corner to the jail, an infuriated 
cro\vù follo\ving somo fifty yards behind. 
Gathering round the place, the throng rapidly in- 
creased. A dense 111ass of enraged hlunanity caIne 
strcalning thence through every thoroughfare leading 
in that ùirection. Upon a bluff that rose above the 
street on the opposite side, and in the space before 
the jail, stood a largo body of officers, in the miJst of 
\\. hOlll rose 1\lar8hal North, all of \v hon1 \vere activo 
in \varning tho people not to approach. "IIang hinl 1" 
\\Tas again the ejaculation. "Arrest the officers 1" 
"Good! that's it I" "Lèt'S take the jail!" and like 
exclamations burst fron1 every quarter. 
At this 1110111ent some one seenlcd desirous of ad- 
dressing the people, but so great \vas the confusion 
that he could not be heard. lIe attelnpted to lllount 
the Lluff, but \vas beaten hack by the officer::;. George 
\V. Frink, then proprietor of the Tehanla lIoube- 
and fro1l1 his o\vn lllouth I have it-,vas standing on 
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the jail step at the tiIue. 1-1e sa\v this man, much 
excited, turn from \v here the officers had staiioned 
then1f.;elves, cross the street, and nlount the balcony 
of a tyro-story building. There he began again to talk. 
""Tho is that?" cried one. 
"That is TholIlas King-I" shouted Frink. 
"Stop, or I \vill arrest you I" exclaillled an officer, 
seizing Frink by the coat-col1ar. 
"-Brother of J an1es King of Willianï!" continued 
Frink, paying no attention to the officer. l\1r Frink 
"
ell kne\v that it \vould be far easier for hin1, \vith 
the angry city on his side, to take in custody the officer 
and all his associates, than for all of thelll cOlllbined 
to arrest hilH. 
King then continued his harangue, \vhicb \vas nïostly 
a recitation of personal \vrongs at the hands of the in- 
carcerated. Of the shooting he said: ":ì\ly opinion is 
that it is a cool, pren1editated, and co\vardly IHurder, 
by the hand of a damned Sing Sing convict, and by 
a plan of the ganlblers of San Franci
co. About an 
hour ago I ,vas in at old Natchez' pistol-gallery, and 
he told me that IllY brother \vas to be shot. If he 
knew r it, did not the gan1blers kno"\v it? and ,,"'as it 
not a premeditated plan? "Thy did not the officers 
kno\v it and interfere? Gentleu1en, \ye have got to 
take that jail, and to do so \ve Inust kill those officers 
unless they give ,yay to us, and \ye must hang that 
fello\y up I" 
C
]eers fol1o\ved the sanguinary oration; but it \VaS 
not in thi
 \\rise the insulted city \vould lend itself to 
revenge. An officer then 111ade a JnOVelnent to arrest 
l\Ir King, but 
larshal North interfered, telling his 
l110n to Inind nothing the p00ple should say. Finally 
ICing \yas persuadeJ by his friendB tu enter a carriage 
and leave the ground. 
N ext a ro\v of bayonets \vas seen rounding the 
corner of Dupont street, and the people, supposing 
thell1 borne by their allies, raised a shout, \vhich \vas 
quickly turned to hi::'
e8 \vhen they ascertained the 
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soldierJ to be volunteers in citizens' dress come to 
a
sist the police in lnaintaining order. 
At half-past six J\la YOI' V an Ness appeared before 
the jail \vith uncovered head, requesting to be heard. 
Quiet \vas given him, \yhen he 
aid: " You are hère 
creating an excitcillent ,vhich nlay lead to occurrences 
this niO'ht \vhich \vill require years to \vipe out. Yon 
are no
 laboring under great excitelnent, and I 
dvise 
you to quietly disperse. I assure you the prisoner is 

afe. Let the la\v have its course and ju
tice ,yill 
b(
 done." He \yas ans\vered by shouts of derision. 
"IIo\v about Richardson?" "Where is the la \v in 
Cora's case 1" "Do\vn \vith such justice I" "Let us 
hang him!" 
Half an hour later another squad of citizen-soldiery 
appeared upon the scene, and as they ,vere cro\vdillg 
their \vay to the centre SOine dirt ,vas thro\vn at thenl, 
"Thereat the officers on the bluff levelled their ,veap- 
011S at the offenders, but ,vere prolnptly checked, and 
\yere told not to fire upon the people \vithout positive 
orders. Tilne and \vay \vere not yet; it ,vas not by 
flinging dirt that San Francisco \yas to be regener- 
ated. Besides the volunteers, the San Francisco 
Blues and other lnilitary conlpanies turned out, and 
recruits continued to arrive, until at ten o'clock three 
hundred lllen guarded the jail, ariTIed against the 
citizcns. l\lean\vhile groups collected at the spot of 
the a
sassination, at the Plaza, and ill the streets in 
various parts of the city, until half the to\vn by the 
friction uf electrical \vords ,vere stirring the atmos- 
phere ill thc invocation of cleansing storm. 
Bet\veen sevcn and eight o'clock ten thousand 
] )crsons had collected on l\Iontgolllcry street, bet\veen 
Clay and \Vashington. On the balconies of the 
h()U
e8 lining those streets \vere yehelnent speaker
, 
checred by the people, Inaking flan1Ìug appeals for 
vengeance on the lnurderer of their chanlpion. At 
length the question ,vas put \vhether they \yere ready 
to procècd to action at Ollce. A unaninlous "Ay I" 
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rose froll1 t,he vast nsselnblage. I t ,vas then proposed 
that all should disperse, arn1 thenlsel Yes, and 11lcet on 
the Plaza at nine o'clock. At the tilne appointed the 
Plaza and all the avenues approaching it ,'"."ere 
thronged. Officers of the la,,," and Inilitary 111cn ,"yere 
groaned at and hissed ,y henever they lllade their ap- 
J )earance. The authorities seenled deterlnined at all 
hazards to keep possession of the prisoner; his e

ape 
frol11 their hands at this juncture ,vould have been 
death to thelnselves as ,veIl as to hilli. No org-ani- 
zation ,vas Inade that night on the Plaza. At half- 
past eleven a nlounted battalion consisting of the 
California. Guard, First Light Dragoons, and N:1- 
tional Lancers ,vere dra,vn up on I(earny street, and 
after taking arn1S and an1nlunition proceeded to the 
jail on Broad,vay, and there stood guard during the 
night. 
Let us mix ,vith the people and individualize our 
observations a little n10re. Tholl1as J. L. Sn1iley, so 
efficient in the first COilllnittee, and destined to yet 
1nore ill1portant trusts in the second, ,vas closing his 
business for the day, when, hearing the old fånliliar 
signal, he dropped everything on the instant and 
joined his fello\v-citizens on the Plaza. 
Jan1es N. Olney, subsequently prominent and most 
efficient in vigilance military 111atters, had not as yet 
attached hin1self to any C0111pany in this country, 
though he had al,vays been a military llUln, and had 
raised a COlnpany at Oakland, N e,v York. He had 
Hot yet nloved to California ,vhen the first COlnn1Ïttee 
flou
ished, and hence ,vas unable to distillgui
h tho 
color of the clouds from experience. N either hall 
he heard anything spoken, in so Hlany ,yords, about 
extra-judicial justice, or the organization of a body 
of n18n to change the state of things. .L
nll yet ,y hCll 
the l\Ionun1ental bell struck, directed by his intui- 
tions, he ran for his revolver as naturally, ahuo::,t as 
iÜyoluntarily, as one thro,vs up one's arn1 to ,yard off 
a blo\y at one's head. " I ,vent for Iny pi
tol," says 
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General Olney in his dictation, "and crune dO'Yll and 
found that luany othcr8 had done the same thing. 
There ,yas a feeling prevalent that sOlnething lllust l>e 
done, people hardly kno,,", ,vhat. Then there began 
to be gatherings and discussions, and the talk 'Ya
 
generally that a yigilance cOlnlnittee nlust be fornlcd. 
I presently heard that there ,vas a roon1 ,vhere they 
,vere gathering for the purpose of forilling such a 
comn1Ïttee. I ,vent there and found quite a nunIbeI' 
of people, and the Jllatter ,yas being talked over." 
Oliver B. Crary, ship-captain anù Il1erchant, in an 
interesting narrative given nlY reporter, relllarks: 
"Dcnlpster and I got the notification too late to 
attend the first Ineeting. The next morning at break- 
fast Denlpster saitl, , We n1ust attend to that thing 
to-day. I ,vill go do,vn to the office and. tell Eben 
Hartshorn.' And ,ve ,vent." 
J. D. B. Stilhnan, after speaking of the flight of 
Casey froin the police prison to the jail, and the angry 
denlonstrations there indulged in by the people, con- 
tinues: "Then \yord caIne and ,vas circulated through 
the cro,v(l that there ,vas to be a Ineeting at Ì\Iont- 
gOinery Llock. A Con1n1ittee of Safety ,vas being 
organized; and as the cro,vd ,vere not in condition to 
carry an assault against the jail, filled as it ,vas ,vith 
the sheriff's party, the people grad uaB y dispersed. 
At that tin1e the Vigilauce Con1n1ittee ,vas lnanaged 
38 a close corporation; I joined after,vard 'v hen sev- 
eral thousand ,vere nlen1bers." 
After introducing Tholnas I{ing to the citizens as- 
seIublcd at the jail, Ì\Ir Frink, ,vho had been called by 
the excitelnent froIIl the dinner-table, returned h0111e to 
the Tehall1a House. "J erOine Rice," ,vho ,vas living 
there at the tilne, says Frink's narrative, "and Pro- 
fessor Otto Sutro caIne to the office and tolcllne there 
,vas to be a llleoting at the Pioneer Hall, on vVash- 
ington f,troet, ncar Kearny, opposite the Plaza. I 
,ven t up \vith a nun1ber of the hotel guests. There 
,ve ,yore requested to sign our l1a111e8 for calling a 
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Con11nittee of Safety. It ,yas then about eight 
0' clock. 'Ve ,yere then instructed to Ineet at a later 
hour at G. B. Post and COlnpany's \varehouse, at 
North Point. 'Ve ,vent, and found the second story 
filled ,vith people, all ,vanting to talk at once. .L
lllong 
those 'v ho got a ,vord in edge,vise ,vere W illialll 
Arrington, "Tilliam T. Colen1an, and G. B. Post, ,yho 
,vas con
iderably tight. He insisted on going right 
to the jail and taking the n1en and hanging thenl; 
and SOlne of the others agreed ,vith hinl. He said hc 
had arn1S enough to batter the jail do\vn. The result 
,vas that the 111eeting broke up ,yithout any concert 
of action. On going outside the building ,ve found 
t\VO carts, on each of ,vhich ,vas loaded a 
hip'H 
cannon. I called Colelnan's attention to this, and 
said if they ,vere left there the roughs \vould get hold 
of then1, anLl they had better be put into the storc- . 
hou
e. He agreed, and they ,vere put inside for 
future use." lVlr Bluxolne designates the nleeting as 
"l11ore a 1110b than anything else." 1\ir \Vatkins 
says, "I ,vas do\vn there at the tin1e of the llleeting, 
but came back and found that SOllle of the Ine11lbers 
of the old Conllnittee 'v ere organizing in the 1'001118 
over the Bella Union." 
I Jllay as ,vell here state, if indeed such an avo\val 
be necessary, that it is Iny 
incere desire and H1Y de- 
tern1incd purpose in this work, as in all lny ,yritillgs, 
to present plain unvarnished truth, stripped of favor 
or prejudice. The best, the noblest, have their faults. 
1\Iy fundid opinion is that no better or nobler Inen 
ever lived in any age or country than those \vho con- 
ducted this rnOyel11ent. I shall not go out of nlY \\?ay 
to pick fla,vs in their character, or to parade those 
little defects incident to hUlnan nature. I \vish thenl 
to stand, as they deserve, high in the estinlation of all 
good Inen throughout all tilnc. I 
hall prescnt thclll 
proudly Lefore the \vorld aH nature's nublculen. But 
on the other hand I shall not go out of Iny \\Tay to 
cover their faults. I cannot.. 1"he {;har111 of hi
tor'y, 
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to l11e, is truth. The n10n1ent I suspect lllysclf preju- 
diced 'on a!1Y subject, I take no further pll
asure in it. 
This dioTession I feel necessary in yie\v of 1\11" Frink's 
statcn1;nt concerning drinking and its effect upon the 
initial nleetino-. It \vas the cust01l1, a lnost deplorable 
onc, alllong all classes in those days to drink at bar- 
rOOlns, and else,vhere, ,vhen not absolutely thirsty; to 
ell-ink at irrerrular intervals, and in no measured ( l uan- 
..., 
titie
, according to tirne, place, and state of feeling. 
This kind of drinking ,vas the rule rather than the 
exception, and indulgence affected in no ,vise a man's 
respectability. Drunkenness \vas a different lllatter. 
13ut fron1 Inoderation to excess is in son1e instances an 
aln10st ilIlperceptible step. He \vho drinks at allinay 
take too 111uch at a tinle \vhen he can least afford it. 
A l11erchant, no more than a lllonte-dealer, l11ay exceed 
his Ineasure of fiery liquid ,vithout being affected by 
it. There ,vere 111any among the men1bers of the 
\Tigilance Con1mittee ,vho drank, some to excess; but 
they ,yere by no 111eans an intelnperate class. l\Iany 
did not drink at all. Those con1posing the Executive 
Con1n1ittee of 1856 could scarcely be called drinking 
n10n. Nevertheless, ,vhatever the extent of the vice, 
or ho,vever the custoln may be regarded, it is no part 
of n1Y duty or inclination either to expose or cover it. 
I present the facts. 
J anles D. Far\\rell, returning from an absence, found 
"the public feeling very much excited, and it did not 
take long to v{ork it up into the systematic fornl it 
toolc It did not require rnuch time, because our 
n1Índs ,vere ll1ade up, and besides ,ve had the exaulple 
of the first Committee. We found the tilne had come 
tu act." 
\Villian1 T. Coleman appeared upon the Plaza after 
a hasty dinner, taken betw'een six and seven o'clock. 
lIe found hin1self an10ng a surginO' 111ass of people, 
,yell nigh ,vild in their violent de
10nstrations. As 
he approached a large group on Washington street, 
.L\..rthur ELLetts , Georue vVard and others n1e111- 
0' , 
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bers of the Committee of 1851, stepped fOI',vard and 
said: 
" ,V e ,vere looking for you." 
"For ,vhat?" asked Colenlan. 
"To organize the Vigilance Committee," they re- 
plied. "Discussion is unnecessary. This state of 
things has been borne long enough. vVe can endure 
it no longer. We must organize, protect ourselves, 
and save the country, or sublTIit to further disgrace 
,1 ." 
al1u rUIn. 
ColelTIan acquiesced in their sentilTIents, thanked 
thenl for the offer of leadership, but declined, saying 
he ,vould assume his share' of the risk and responsi- 
bility, but ,vould serve in the ranks only. "I ,vent 
IllY ,vay," he says in his narrative, ,vhich is very 
full and of inestinlable value to the annalist of this 
epoch, "comparing notes ,vith people I lTIet here and 
there, doing all I could, endeavoring rather to allay 
cxcitenlent. I caned on a number of people; and 
Yi herever I 111et then1, I ad vised theln to be cabll, and 
not allo\v the city to be disgraced by any excitenlent, 
or any ill-advised expressions even. There ,vas a 
great diversity of opinion, and nothing could be 
gained by rashness; a great deal n1ight be lost, cer- 
tainly ,vould be. Later, meetings ,vere held at differ- 
ent places, and all sorts of propositions put forth. 
Different attelnpts ,vere lnade to organize a con1mittee, 
seen1Ïngly ,vithout any good prospect of succeSH. I 
diJ not share the excitelnent to the extent I found 
Inany ofÎ my friends did; excitement did not seen1 to 
be the remedy, nor needful." 
These the actual thoughts and experiences of the 
n1en 'v ho ,vere foremost in 'v hat follo,ved at the 
ll)Onlentous inception of the schelne of reform cannot 
fail to ilnpress us ,vith the necessity of its forlnation, 
the spontaneity of its origin, and the earnestllesB 
and disinterestedness of those upon ,vhom the burdcn 
and responsibility 'v ere destined to fall. Froln theul 
and fron1 ,vhat else has been ,vritten, the reader 111ay 
Pop, TRIB., VOL, II, 5 
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forl11 an approxinlate idea of ,vhat every good, patri- 
otic, and right-n1inded man then in San 
Frallcisco 
did on this night of the 14th of l\lay. That is to say, 
given the bent of the ulan's mind and it
 surroundings, 
his action may be easily determined. Casey's pistol- 
shot ,vas the applied 111atch 'v hich should release the 
goyerning po\ver latent in every free people, and ,vhose 
full volunle and strength the possessors themselves 
never before suspected. 
\Vhen Jalnes ICing, as the representative of those 
lTIOst eagerly laboring for public virtue, ,vas shot do,vll 
by a convict 'v hose vicious career had 111ade him a fit 
representative of the thieves a.nd ballot-box stuffers 
,,
110 had secured public station, and the conlnlunity 
sa, v him surrounded and protected from the anger of 
the by-standel's by sY111pathizing friends a1110ng tho 
officials, and hurried to the jail as a refuge froln 
popular indignation, thousands ,vho had previously 
hesitated felt that the tilne for action had COlne, and 
leading nlen ,yho had argued against popular organ- 
ization realized that the issue ,vas then and there 
forced upon then1; that longer delay ,vould o.nly in- 
yite nc,,," outrages, if it did not, indeed, result in spon- 
taneous cOlabustion; and the passions of excitable nlcn 
\youlù be kindled into a blaze ,vhich might prove U11- 
controUablc. The assassination ,vas generally regarded 
as the result of a cOllspiracy. While a thousand 
h01l1cs ,vere stricken \vith indignant horror, the friends 
of Casey could scarcely restrain their joy. 
The excitclllent attending the outrage partook Blare 
of anger than surprise. It had been f()r some tinlC 
past currcnt opinion that ICing's assaults on the band 
of conspirators, ,vho had divided nearly all the people's 
po,ver among themscl ves, ,voul(
 cventually prove su('- 
ccssful in accomplishing their do,vnfall. It lllust be 
so. The centra] po\ver of a cOllln1unity 11lust be upon 
the side of right and lnorality; other\vise chaos quickly 
carnes. But it ,yas none the less certain that in their 
fall thcy ,vould drag do\vn hin1 ,vho caused it; that 
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nUlddened by exposure and loss of po,ver sonlO one 
of their nurnber \vollld be found desperate enough to 
silence the voice that spoke their destruction. I t ,va
 
not surprise that caused lnen so suddenly to drop their 
luerchandise and abandon their ,vork-benches for the 
gossiping street; it ,vas not solely affection for l\Ir 
l
ing, though his unspotted integrity, ,varm heart, 
and high aÎ1ns had won largely upon their kind re- 
gards; neither ,vas it alone adrniration for his daring, 
his perseverance, or his pO"\ver as a reforrner that 
drove the Inasses ,vith close-set lips and flashing eye 
to spontaneous gatherings. It ,vas the conviction 
that the man they loved, their cha1l1pion, had been 
stricken do,vn because he was their champion; and if 
they did not 110\V proceed to enforce the la,v and 
execute justice, they ,vould deserve the inevitable 
consequence, the still greater insecurity of property, 
liberty, and life. 
Why ,vas there not an attack on the jail that night? 
"Thy ,vas not battle raging and blood flo,ving on tho 
streets ilnmediately1 Mark the query, for the causo 
is most significant. I t ,vas an old issue, and Califor- 
nians are accusto111ed to act quickly. Alnlost instinc- 
tively 111en on both sides seized their arms. Why did 
they not use thenl1 The reason is because the people 
had 110 organization, no leader. The citizens ,vere 
very angry; but they ,vere not so bereft of their 
senses as to turn then1selves into a nlob and their 
city into a slaughter-house. There ,vere Inen enough 
anlong thenl fit to lead, but not one of then1 ,yould 
lead a rabble. They 111ust have authorization; God 
and the people nlust be ,vith theIn, luust direct and 
sanction their acts-then they ,vould fight. But not 
one blo,v ,vould they strike for passion's sake, for hate, 
or revenge; not one drop of blood \vould they shed Ull- 
hallo,ved by authori
y. Cry your reverence for fornH
 
of la,v to bigots and sinlpletons; here ,vas the n1Îghty 
po,ver of la,v before ,vhich those breakers of fornlulas 
curbed their fierce passions and bo\ved ,,,ith a dutiful 
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obedience never so n1uch as felt by mere sticklers for 
forn1s. Here ,vas the sacred po,ver of nature, of 
luan, of nlorality, of right; and the people, though 
surging upon the angry \vaves of telnpestuous ,vrongs, 
,vould not stir to battle ,vithout the benediction of the 
inherent and central power. 


. 



CHAPTER V. 


GENESIS OF THE GRAND TRIBUNAL. 


...-\narchy plus a street-constable; that also is anarchic to me, and other. 
wise than quite lovely. n l 1 
\.;ar y e, 


EVERY organized movement of the people has t\VO 
distinct phases or conditions, an internal and an ex- 
ternal. The visible cause and effect take on invisible 
agency, the invisible being no less real and substantial 
than the visible. The po\ver \vhich regulates doet; 
not Inake society, but is made by it; or, more strictly, 
fornlulated social force is a product rather than an 
agent; and aggregations of III en, a pTiV1"i, are in thcii' 
quality and character detern1Íned and governed by 
the properties of the units. The sun beats up nloist- 
ure-frolIl the briny ocean clouds distilling fructi- 
fying rains, from stagnant pools miasnlatic vapors 
breeding disease and death; so necessity, or progres- 
sional force, acting on society, from the fermenting 
follies of ignorance and superstition distils chaotic 
passion,<'and from its moral ideal cohesive life and ad- 
vancen1ent. 
Hitherto this, the grandest of all popular exhibi- 
tions, has Leen seen only upon its surface; the hidden 
and secret springs of its 111achinery have Leell kept 
carefully \vrapped in mystery. The \vorld kne\v nut 
the noble apostles of this reform. The disease and 
the cure only \vere visible; the medicine \vith its 
subtle chemistry \vas kno\vn alone to the physicians. 
Day by day the public kne\v \vhat ,vas done; Lut 
bo\v or by \VhOln, it did not kno,\? Into this latter 
(69 ) 
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category falls this, and the greater part of the in11TIe.. 
diately succeeding chapters, ,vhich I shall endeavor 
faithfully to present as it caIne to 111e fresh fro1l1 the 
lips of the actors thenlselves, and froni the archives 
of the association. I t shall be 111Y ain1 to carry side 
Ly side in this narrative both the inner life and the 
outer expression of the Inoven1ent, so that it nlay be 
seen in its entirety, so that it n1ay be felt i
l its con- 
tinuous flo,v a Inighty streåll1 of popular \vill, its bank 
of vice- bound superstition burst, coursing its ,yay 
through untried fields. 
We have seen the cause, the climax; we are no,v 
follo,ving the remedy. The in11necliate fear of the 
better-minded ,vas an óutbreak of ungovernable pas- 
sion on the part of the people, 'v hich \vould destroy 
an the benefits of the lesson to be taught and carry to 
its absurdest extrelne that very doctrine of retaliation 
,vhich it ,vas their chief purpose to disavo,v. Colen1an 
sa,,,, this danger from the beginning; so did 111any of 
the other3; and throughout the ,,,,hole reforn1 the dif- 
ficulty was not in going for\vard but in holding back. 
This ,vill be nlore clearly seen as ,ve proceed. 
It is not necessary for me to particularize aU the 
nunlerous projects for avenging the assassination of 
IVIr King inl1nediatelyafter the occurrence. The sen- 
till1ent of the people at the police prison, at the jail, 
on the street, and at the North Point Ineeting, has 
already been noticed. In several places about to\vn, 
as the Pioneer Club, the rOOIns over the old Bella 
Union, a saloon fronting Portsmouth Square, on 
\\Tashington street just above Kearny, on the Plaza, 
at the office of Aaron l\1. Burns, and else,vhere, 
at
enlpts \vere rnade to organize; but this ,va
 too 
llnghty a matter for cliques or clubs to handle. The 
exigency den1anded men, all the men, the strongest 
and best of the to'Vll. Follo,vina the narratives of 

-'rink and ColeInan, \ve left the

 gentlelnen ret.urn- 
ing froIn the n1eeting at G. B. Post and COll1pany's 
\varchouse, "There r
othillg dcfinite had been aCC0111- 
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plished. It had been spoken of upon the street that 
a meeting ,vas in session there, as at Pioneer Hall 
and at other places. So Illerchants and others hastened 
thither to learn ,vhat ,vas to be done, and finally after 
no little unfruitful discussion, becoming ,vearied, they 
dispersed informally. It is one thing for a raLble to 
talk of hanging, or even to do it; but it is quite a dif- 
ferent matter ,vhen the pillars of society contemplate 
renloving their support from underneath the social 
structure and turning public judges and executioners. 
There is no wonder that men substantial enough to be 
pillars at all should pause before kicking do,vn ,vhat 
they all their lives, they and their fathers and grand- 
fathers, had been holding up as ,vorthy and wor- 
shi pful. 
Walking up "\Vashington street frOIn North Point, 
the t,vo citizens continued their conversation as to 
,vhat should be done. There had been much talk of 
revi ving the old Vigilance Committee; the rUInor ,yas 
abroad that this ,vas being accolnplished; the people 
,vere prepared, nay exceedingly eager, for such an an- 
nouncement. In vie,v of the absence of any apparently 
more feasible plan, Frink fell back upon the old prop- 
ositio!l, and advised caning a meeting for the next 
IIlornlng. 
"Do you kno,v of any good vacant building that ,ve 
could get 1" asked Coleman. 

"Y
s," jj"'rink replied; "the hall on Sacramento 
street, near l\{ontgomery, forlnerly occupied by the 
kno\v-nothing association." 
"The use of that hall lllight smack of politics, and 
so prejudice our cause ,vith many," remarked Cole- 
man. "There are difficulties enough to meet \vithout 
increasing them unnecessarily." , 
"That objection amounts to nothing," said Frink. 
"Political jealousies are s,vallo,ved in a surging sea 
of pure patriotisln. We can use that hall telnpora- 
rily, and then adjourn to a Inore fitting place as soon 
as ,ve can find one." 
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The lneasure \vas aO'reed upon. Stopping at the 
Bank ExchanO'e Cole
lan \vrote a call for a Ineeting. 
o , '-' 
" Ho\v shall I sign it?" he then asked. 
"Put your o\vn name to it," said Frink, "as you 
are one of 'the Thirteen' of the old Cornmittee." 
" No," replied Coleman; "let it be 'One of the 
Thirteen' as \ve disbanded under the name of 'the 
, 
Thirteen.' To this Frink assented. The call then 
read as foHows: 
"THE VIGILANCE CO
IMITTEE. 
" The members of the Vigilance Committee, in good standing, will please 
meet at No, l05-! Sacramento street, this day, Thursday, 15th instant, at nine 
o'clock A, 1\1. 
" By order of the COMMITTEE OF THIRTEEK _ " 


Of this notice Colelnan Inade t\VO copies and Frink 
three. The t\VO gentlelnen then \vent to the .LIlla 
office, \vhere they saw Mr MacCrellish, the proprie- 
tor, and 
fr Fargo and l\Ir Buffam, then on tho 
editorial staff They found these gentlemen nluch 
concerned as to the proper course for their journal to 
adopt under the present turbulent excitement. 
"T\vo editorials have been \vritten and torn up," 
said )lacCrellish, "and \vith the third \ve are not satis- 
fied. " 
" Let us see it," said the visitors. It was produced 
and read to thein. 
"That \vill not do," exclaimed Coleman. "You 
say there \vas an affray on the street. There \vas a 
lllurder comn1itted. Tell the facts as they are." 
Thence the t\VO gentlemen proceeded to the offices 
of the Chronicle, the lIe ra ld, the CouT'ier, and the 
TÚt/'li TulJ
 reEpectively, \vhere they ,yere courteously 
recei vcd, and insertion of the notice pron1ised in evcry 
instance, free of charge. Thus fle\v the hours till past 
111idllight. One o'clock in the morning found the t\VO 
l11en at the door of the hall on Sacramento street 
knoc
(i ng for adn1ittance. 
" \\1 ho's tare 1" came in deep Dutch tones froln 
,vithin. 
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"Tell us: is this hall empty, and ,vho is the agent 1" 
" Tamt if I kno\v, thiB tiIHe 0' night." 
" Never lnind," said Coleman, turning to his COIl1- 
panion, "the people ,vill get into it in some \vay in 
the morning. Let them alone for that." 
Thus closed the night of Wednesday, the 14th of 
:i\fay. Early next Inorning, long before the appointed 
hour, an eager throng pressed rounù the entrance to 
the place of meeting, ,vhich ,vas on the upper floor 
of a three-story building. This hall of the kno\v- 
nothings, ,vhich ,vas situated on the south side of 
Sacramento street, bet\veen Leidesdorir and Sanson1c, 
and in \vhich only one meeting ,vas held, ll1USt not be 
confounded \vith the permanent quarters of the \Tigil- 
ance COll1mittee, sOll1etimes called Fort Gunnybag.3, 
situated on the sanie side of Sacramento street, bclo,y 
Front. 
It ,vas as Mr Co]en1an had surmised. The peopl0 
had con1e and had found a ,yay into the roon1; ,vh
t 
,yas one sleepy Dutchman to ,vide-a\vake San Fran- 
cisco? When Arrington, Taylor, Burns, Gillespic', 
l\Ianro\v, and others destined to play conspicuoc
-, 
parts in the unrehearsed drama arrived, they fOU:1cl 
the hall cro\vded. Then, as l\Ir Dell1pster relllarl:::; 
in a 1110st able and eloquent narration, prepared for 1110 
,vith great care, a narration in \vhich the heart-beats 
of th
'> 1110Vement seem to pulsate under his pen: 
"Sollle,vhat reluctantly, but none the less resolutely, 
the n1en ,vho \vere entitled to lead stepped for\vard, and 
,vith adn1Înistrative energy, but ,vith 
o]en1n Jeliber- 
ation of 111anner \vhich betokened their appreciation 
of the ,veight of responsibility assun1ed, began to 
organize the eager ll1asses, \vhose fiery enthusiaslll 
urged instant action. Their delneanor quickly 'VOll 
the trusting confidence of those to ,vhom they ,yere 
personally but little kno,vn, and all authority ,vas 
confided to their hands." 
. As briefly as possible the prelin1Ïnaries of organiza- 
tion ,vere discussed-ho\y it should be done, and ,vho 
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hould take the lead. WillialTI T. Coleulan, all things 
considered, seemed to then1 fittest for chief. He ,vãs 
a ,veIl kno,vn merchant, and his name ,vould COIU- 
nland respect and inspire confidence. Against his 
honor and integrity suspicion had never breathed. 
..L\.ble and influential, he coulù likewise bring to his 
aiù his former experience gained in the Cornnlittee of 
185], of ,vhich, as ,ve have seen, he ,vas an efficient 
111Clnber. 
"It is a serious business," said Coleman, as the 
question was presented to hiln. "It is no child's play. 
It Inay prove very serious. We may get through 
quickly, safely; ,ve may so involve ourselves as never 
to get through." 
" The issue is not one of choice but of expediency," 
,vas the reply. "Shall we have vigilance ,vith order, 
or a mob ,vith anarchy?" 
"On two conditions I will accept the responsibility," 
replied Coleman; "absolute obedience, absolute se- 
" 
crecy. 
I t ,vas agreed that these should be the corner-stones 
of the structure. Ten of those present, of WhOlll 
Aaron 1\1. Burns ,vas one, were named to prepare the 
form of an oath of fealty to the association, which 
,vhich ,vould pledge the taker of it as fully and as 
strongly as the po,ver of ,vords could bind; 'v hich 
,vould pledge inviolate secrecy and implicit, unques- 
tioning obedience to an executive cOlInnittee to be 
appointed; ,vhich ,vould pledge property, honor, life, 
soul, all that man has or is in this ,vorld or in the 
next. ::\Ir Co]elnan ,vas the first to subscribe to this 
oath as president and No.1, ,vith power to organize, 
such being the expressed sense of the Ineetina. 
The executive body, as a matter of course: ,vas to 
he representative of and chosen by the general body. 
But it ,vas stipulated by 
1r Coleman on acceptin a 
the presidency that he should be allo,ved to choos
 
his first council, subject to the approval of the ,vhole 
Connni ttee. This ,vas It n10st important lneasure, as 
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by it alone could he secure such support as ,vould in- 
sure unity of purpose and directness of action. There- 
upon he proceeded Ï1nmediately to call round him such 
11len as he could rely on for wisdon1 and energy. To 
the first half-dozen subscribers he adnlinistered the 
oath himself. He then requested these to name others 
from ,vhonl he n1Ïght select. A book ,vas then opened 
and the work of enrohnent ,vent on. It ,vas agreed 
for greater safety, for better \vorking results, that the 
organization in all its severalties and units should be 
entirely ilnpersonal; that no names should be used, 
but that each menlber should enlploy the numerals 
designating the order of admission in place of his 
name, and that each should be known only by his 
nUlnber. This ,vas carried into operation with lnutlì 
nlore completeness in this association than in that of 
1851, 'v here it originated and ,vas practised to SOlne 
extent. 

Ir Burns was No.7. William B. Watkins' name 
was a.mong the snlall numbers. After thus "'Titing 
hilnself high anlong the rebels against wickedness he 
Y{as stationed at the foot of the stairs, in conlpany 
,vith J eronle Rice and others best acquainted ,vith 
the character of the persons and classes applying for 
admission, to permit those only to pass ,vho were of 
good standing in the cOlnmunity. Frink's number 
,vas 26. He ,vas a little tardy that 11lorning, having 
been up so late the night before. While speaking 
\vith 1\1:1' Rice at the door, 1\11' Do,vs, then assistant 
alderillan, caIne up. 
"Ho\v is this, Frink? Is it sound 1 'Vhat do you 
think of it 1" 
"Ho\v do you stand on the question 1" asked Frink. 
" I am \vith the Committee," replied Do\vs. 
" Then join it," said Frink. 

Ir Far\vell found a dense cro\vd upon the stairs as 
he forced his "ray in and wrote do\vll his nallle op- 
. posite No. 17. Isaac Bluxolne junior subscribed his 
nalne at 33, and became famous as '33 Secretary,' this 
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beinO' the syrnbol of the same person representing tho 
saln
 dread pow'er \vhich in the first COll1mittee \Va
3 
kno\vn as '67 Secretary.' l\Ir Snliley \vas the t\ven- 
tieth to enroll his nallIe. Dr Cole's nun1ber \vas 252; 
and so on. 
The \vaves of tumult that had s\velled so loudly 
the night before h
d subsided to a treInbling calm. 
There was less nOIse, fe\ver words, and those lo\v- 
spoken and curt; but there ,vas none the less deter- 
Inination. There \vas that in the atmosphere, highly 
charged as it \vas \vith electrical hate, ,,'"hich \varne(
 
any so disposed that it \vas better not to defend the 
act of Casey, or lllanifest in any ,yay disapprobation 
of the proceedings in this vicinity. It \vas a phc- 
110n1enOn of not frequent occurrence in the evolutions 
of society, to see a cityful animated as one n1Înd, 
each ,vrought up by the saIne spontaneous idea, eaC
l 
fl inging hinlself unsolicited into the general cause, and 
then hunting about the streets for some one to lead 
them. The compressed po\ver of society \vas all ready 
for the discharge, but it lacked direction; force cannot 
exist \vithout control. 
AdnlÎssions \yere very rapid. By eleven o'clock of 
that day, and all day, and for several succeeding days, 
from morning till night, there and at the rOOIDS to 
\vhich they moved soon after, a long line of eager ap- 
plicants stretching far up the street, and round the 
corner into the cross-street, stood \vaiting each his 
turn for exan1ination and enrohnent. They were not 
ilnpatient, and they did not seen1 to consider fatigue. 
They \vere set in their compressed energy, like a deli- 
cate fire-arm, to the discharge of this duty. 
Bet\veen this gathering and those of aln10st equal 
Inagnitude \vhich \yere in the habit of besieging the 
post-office upon the arrival of each semi-n10nthly n1ail 
stearner, anll \vaiting for hours in the hope of letters 
trOln hOlne, there ,vas a striking cont-rast. They \vere 
the same 1l1en, dra\vn up in sinlÏlar lines, each a\vait- 
ing his turn-but for ho\v different a pnrpobe! Love 
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and tender 111eIllOries prolTìpted the one: a godly hate 
the other. Leading as it did to sacrifice, along the 
yigilance line there ran neither laughter, jokes, nor 
jollity, such as accol11panied the anticipations of pleas- 
ure \yhich lit up ahnost every countenance at the 
periodic letter-delivery gatherings. N o\v every streak 
of h Ulllor in their nature \vas turned to nerve, and 
every nerve to iron. Stubborn and stolid they stood 
before the vigilance quarters; and although the lips 
\vere con11nonly con1pressed, there \vas that solemn 
Dtillness of delneanor \vhich betokens a sense of deep 
responsibility. Coupled \vith resolute determination 
to bear it dutiful1y, there \vas that flashing fron1 the 
eye \vhich betokened the flame \vithin, and \vhich no 
ÿ osenlite could extinguish. The occasional relnarks 
e:
changed by acquaintances \vere generally uttered 
in the lo\v tones \vhich IIlen elnploy when in the 
vicinity of sorro\v or death. Hereafter \vithin the 
ranks of this organization \ve shall see none of that 
fierce excitement, none of those outcries for vengeance 
that flame out in lnost associations for the puniRlullent 
of outra.ge or the resisting of son1e infringelnent of 
rights. Each luan of them cliulbing those stairs lead- 
ing to the hall dropped at the entrance his mobbish 
instincts/hind as his keen glance encountered the keen 
glances of the exan1Ïning committee self \vas sub- 
lllcrged, and his purpose took on a higher, holier form 
than that of passionate revenge. 
Not more than t\velve of the Executive COlnnlittee 
\vere chosen at this mceting; and \vith these the 
president proceeded further to organize. The rooms 
had already been cleared of stragglers, anll no\v the 
gentlemen before nalned ,vere stationed at the door 
\vith instructions to admit all good citizens \",ho ex- 
pressed a \vish to join the COlnn1ittec, scrutinizing 

losely, n1ean\vhile, the Halne and character of all 
applicants. Those \vho \vere approved \vere achnitted 
to an ante-room, \vhere the oath \yas adn1Ïnistered. 
.l\ftcr this they passed into another sUlall 1'00111, where 
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they signed the roll and took their number; they \vere 
then adn1Ïtted to the hall, \vhere nlen1bers \vere en- 
gaged in grave discussion. . 
One of the first questions raised in the hall of the 
general comn)ittee was the action \vhich should be 
taken in regard to the attitude a
su111ed by the San 
Francisco IIerald to\vard the nlovenlent. 
In its issue of the 15th of }Iay the Iierald gives 
but a very short ellitorial on the subject absorbing all 
interest. I reproduce the whole it: 


"An intense excitement was caused in this city last evening by the affray 
between :Mr James p, Casey and Mr James King of vVilliam. 1\iotives of 
delicacy needless to explain force us to abstain from commenting on this 
affair; but we could not justify ourselves in refraining from the most earnest 
condemnation of the mob spirit last evening. The editor of this paper sus- 
tained the Vigilance Committee in times past to the peril of his life and for- 
tune; but at a time when justice is regularly administered, and there exists 
110 necessity for such an organization, be cannot help condemning any organ- 
ized infraction of the law. vVe see that a number of highly respectable mer- 
chants, some of them our warm friends, have called a meeting of the old 
Vigilance Committee for nine o'clock this morning, vVe wish to be under- 
stood as most unqualifiedly condemning the movement. :\luch as we admire 
the acts of the Vigilance Committee, we have arrived at the conclusion tl1:1t 
it can never be revived except under the most extraordinary circumstances, 
and we declare that the time has not yet come. 'Ve refrain from expressing 
any opinion as to the affray of yesterday. If l\Ir Casey be guilty, let him be 
punished. If be be innocent, we will express our conviction to that effeet 
though all the world were against us. But let him have a fair trial. " 


For a time feeling seenled to run higher against 
the IIel'alcl than against Casey. A resolution \vas 
offered that everyone present should discontinue his 
patronage of the Ileralél, and use his influence with 
his. friends to do the same. Mr Labatt, then legal re- 
porter, and a n1ember of the Cornu1ittee, rose and said: 
"I object to this SUm111ary proceeding. l\fr N ugellt 
is a gentleman, and docs not kno\v \vhat is going on 
1101'0. I move that we send for him and let hilll de- 
fend hiuJHulf." 
)11' Coleman, learning \v hat ,vas going on, left his 
p08t, and entering the hall, like\vise endeavored to 
dibsuade thelll from their purpose. 
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"I am sorry to disagree ,vith nlY friends so early," 
he renlarked. "I see llO good that can conle of it. 
That the article is .no less injudicious on the part of 
the "
riter than distasteful to us, there can be no 
doubt; yet he has the same right ,vhich ,ve clailn, to 
his opinion, and to the expression of it in his o,vn 
\vay. Such action I hold unbecoming us and our 
cause; if "'"e are strong enough it is unnecessary; if 
not, that ,viII not strengthen us." The IDel1lbers 
thought differently, ho,vever, and the resolution 
passed. 
Since the first Vigilance Committee the IIerald had 
gro\vn quite partisan in politics and religion. N o,v 
its -friends were in office, its friends ,vere in Nica- 
ragua, its friends ,vere the roughs, the contractor:3, 
the schemers; yet had it suspecte
 the perdition so 
closely at its heels, it ,vould have sunk its friends 
deeper than Dante's hell before adopting such a 
course. A ne,vspaper, though professedly a leader of 
public opinion, is, it is ahnost needless to say, the 
lllost servile of slaves. I t leads by \vatching na1'- 
ro,vly the direction public opinion tends; then cir- 
cling to the front, it shouts, 'Come on!' No journul 
of a general character ever yet \vittingly suffered 
nIartyrdoÎn for a principle. 
F'anatics nlay shed ink 
and fight to the death through the Inediu111 of the 
press; but public, con11nercial, or business journals 
are not the stuff nlartyrs are Inade of. Jj'urtherlnore, 
it ,vas but a slight change in the editor's vic\vs that 
,vrought hinl all the evil ,vhich follo,ved. He had 
heartily espoused the cause of the people in the 
actions of the first C0l1l111ittcc, because, as he said, 
there ,vas lLu help for it; no\v \vhen the necessity no 
longer exists, as he says, he opposes it-but others 
thought, and, unfortunately for hiln, enough so 
thought to ruin hinl, that the necessity did still 
exist. 
Alnong those present ,vere Inany ,vho had sustained 
the 11erald from its beginning. It enjoyed the cx-. 
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elusive patronage of the auctioneers, the 1110st lucra- 
tive in business or political circles. The auctioneers, 
as a class, in ,vealth, intelligence, and influence stood 
ncxt to the in1porters, and ,vere much n10re nU1l1erous 
and po,ve!ful then than subsequently. The Inethod of 
conducting business at that tin1e was favorable to auc- 
tioneers. Large quantities of goods ,vere thro,vn into 
the auction-houses, both by shippers from the east and 
Ly the importers of San Francisco. Although the 
patrvnage of the auctioners ,vas alone sufficient to 
Lupport a journal, they alone ,vere not sufficiently in- 
ilucntial to lTIOVe public opinion. The importers were 
the real princes, and although stigmatized by the 
lIcT'ald as mercenary and base as compared ,vith the 
1:10rc gentlemanly and chivalrous professions of la,v, 
pl'ize-fighting, and politics, they 'v ere in fact the most 
honest and independent class. By no possibility could 
t
ìeir 1l10ti ves be construed as selfish or sinister. They 
cDveted neither political po,ver nor the office of hang- 
I::
an, "but," said they, ",ve are tired of seeing our 
people shot do\vn in the streets." 
In the follo,ving notice, 'v hich appeared in several 
of the evening papers the day of its date, and next 
l:lorning in others, the importers tell the auctioneers 
i:1 80 many ,vords to withdra \v their patronage froin 
tl1e IIerald, and the latter are obliged to obey, ,vhether 
it pleases thern or not: 
"SAN FRANCISCO, 
iay 15, 1856. 
"To the Auctioneers of the City of San Francisco:- 
" GEXTLE
lEX: As the undersigned, importers, commission merchants, and 
þbbers in this city, will not be subscribers to the San Francisco Herald after 
this dat(', they respectfully request you to advertise your sales in some other of 
the city papers, . 
"Flint, Peabody, and Co,; G, B. Post and Co.; Rankin and Co.; J. H. 
Coghill and Co,; C. A, Gillingham and Co.; R. E. Brewster and Co.; Good- 
win and Co,; Turner, Selden, and Co,; Bragg, Rollinson, and Co, ; John Saulnier 
and Co,; A, L, Edwards and Co,; Shaw and Reed; French, vValroth; and Co,; 
0, R, 'Vade; E, S, Gross; J, D, Hunt and Co,; D. L, Ross and Co,; Bond 
and Hale; Earl and Co,; Castle Brothers; Arrington and Co,; Sweetzer, 
Hutchings, and ('0,; 
loses Ellis and Co,; G, S, Gladwin and Co,; n" :rtlcKee 
and Co,; Harold Randall and Co,; Stanford Brothers; \Villiam T, Coleman anù 
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Co,; Stevens, Baker, and Co.; George T, Peterson and Co,; Gladwin, Hugg, 
and Co,; Bosworth, :l\Iasten, and Co,; A, :M, Gilman and Co.; \Villiam Langer- 
man and Co,; and two hlmdred and fifteen others. " 


The question then arose 'v hat should be done with 
the auctioneers' advertisements. 1\11' Thomas J. L. 
SnlÎley, Inen1ber of the association of auctioneers, 
being present, the matter ,vas referred to him. After 
consulting ,vith his associates, it ,vas detern1ined to 
transfer them in a mass to the Alta, which ,vas done. 
The consequence was that the IIe-rald, ,vhich 011 
Thursday ,vas the largest paper in the to\vn, on Fri- 
day ,vas the smallest, being obliged through this 
action and the ,vithdrawal of other patronage to re- 
duce its size one half. 
There ,vere but a fe"T lines of it, requiring less than 
half an hour to ,vrite; there was nothing in it so very 
bad, nothing a po,verful and magnaninlous association 
could not afford to pass unnoticed, and yet that little 
editorial undid the benefits of years of arduous labor, 
and changed forever the lives of those 1110st interested 
in it. It is my opinion that the IIeralcl, as edited antI 
published up to this tin1e, ,vas the ablest journal this 
state has ever seen before or since. 1\11' Nugent, if I 
111ay judge, ,vas, up to the day of his undoing, the 
deepest, clearest, n10st logical and eloquent journa1istic 
,vriter ever upon this coast. I say up to this time; 
for before this he believed in hilnself
 after\yard he 
did not. He beat the nil' bravely to make hinlself and 
others think this \vas not the fact, yet all the \\T hile .. 
he kne,v his position to be false.. his logic lying, and 
himself a most profound hypocrite. No lTIall 'v rites 
Y\i
ith vigor in oppo
ition to his judgment. 
Hiding his regrets under color of bravado as best 
he lTIay, in the living half of the severed sheet the 
editor thus strikes back on the rnorning of the 1 Gth: 
"vVe haye SOlne ,yards of explanation to say to our 
readers thi
 lIlorning in regard to the Jill1Íni
hed size 
of the San Francisco Ilcrald. It appear
 that either 
the language or yie\ys in a paragraph in the topics uf 
POl', THIB.. VOL,. II, 6 
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yesterday's IIerald gave offence to a lluluber of per- 
sons in this city, \vho Ï1TIJnediately signified their dis- 
plea
ul'o Ly \\Tithùra\ying their adyertisell1ents and 
sub
cl'iptions. This is Hot all. A nUluLer of 111e1'- 
chant
 \Vh08e course the paper has offended, Ly 
th\ral'ting their specuLLtiolls and other\vise, called 
UpOll the auctioneers anù others ùoing business \vith 
the lIeJ'Cll(1, and by lllenace forced then1 to \vithdl'a\v 
their ad vertiscnlents. This is not all. A nUlllber of 
valorous COIllll]ercial gentlel11en on Front street gath- 
ereel together a nunlber of the] lerulds of yesteruay 
JllOl'nÌng, and nlakillg a pile of thell1 in the street, 
burned thelll aluid great rejoicings. TI1Ïs is not alL 
T\vo hunùred and t\velve persons yesterdr..y \vithJre\v 
their subscriptions from the ne\vsl )aper. The nUIllLer 
of other and further evidences of 
oYercign displeas- 
ure and discontent on the part of the disaffected, \
ie 
ha ve not space to narrat
." 
Then this, the "Tisest and 1110st eloquent of Cali- 
fornia's journalists, gro\vs childish. ..L\nd no \vonder; 
for hitherto puffed by prosperity, he no\v begins to 
feel hi
 lllistake, to feel the firlll grounù \vhich yes- 
terday he trod s\.) proudly giying \vay beneath his fect. 
He sees his fatal error and deplores his ruin-to hÎ1n- 
self only; the surface is still as conceitedly serene af3 
ever. Yet \yithal he gro\vs childish and talks of frce- 
dOlu of speeeh and liberty of the press, as \vithered 
spinsters, too rickety to do \vrong, talk of the right.; 
· of \YOlllan. IIo\v long \vill the stupid public be 
deceiyed by th(;sc Ineaningless ternlS! lueallingless 
as applied by disputants and \vranglers. The press 
lllay coerce, but it 111ay not be coerced; it lllay bully, 
and L]ackguard, and thro\v IllUd, but once let the 
public retaliate, and straight\vay \vith hands uplifted 
in holy horror it cries, "Oh 1 oh I the freedo111 of the 
pre
8! the palladilu11 of our liberties I" Hear hÜn: 
"vV c no\v appeal to the citizen
 of San Francisco anù 
of the state "Thcther or not they are \villing that all 
freedolll of speech should be crushed out in this city. 
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\Ve llave exercised the vocation of ne,vspaper editor 
in San Francisco for the last six years, and ,\ye have 
never yet been controlled. At this late day ,ve fear 
it ,volllcl be useless for us to attempt to submit to 
dictation. If the sacred position of a public journalist 
is to be degraded by compulsory subservience to the 
behests of a cabal, ,ve confess ,ve have not stomach 
for the office. The Front-street merchants nlay danl- 
age the business of the IIerald, but '\ve beg to assure 
thenl they cannot control the sentiments of its editor." 
A Inediæval king, gushing under a sense of his divinity, 
could not ring it out more royally. 
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CO
IPLETION OF THE ORGANIZATION. 


Un gouvernement parvenu au IJoint OÛ i1 ne peut plus se reformer lui- 
même, que perdrait-il à être refondu? lJIontesquieu. 


THE letter and spirit of the conlpact, voluntarily 
entered into hy each individual thus associating
 ,vas 
that, a fe,v leading lllen should undertake the direc- 
tion of the organization, and that they should be inl- 
plicitly obeyed by all the other Inenlbers. The cause 
seemed to denland of its votaries absolute surrender 
of self; a relinquishlnent of individual rights, of indi- 
yidual liberty, of frcedolll of mind and body, a fling- 
ing-in of 111ultitudes of little egos to Inake one great 
('go, greater than St George, and for the exterlnina- 
tion of a nlore nlonstrous dragon. 
Obviously this ,vas necessary. A perfect body has 
hrains and liulbs, both essential, and neither of 'v hich 
can perform the functions of the other. A headless, 
brainless mass of people, acting under Í1npulse alone, 
is a lllOb; a hand that ,vill not obey the head ,vithout 

topping to question is practically paralytic, and \vorse 
than useless. This fact ""as instantly grasped by t\VO 
thousand citizens, and shortly by six thousand, who, 
to accomplish their purpose, '\vould cOllllnand or serve, 
it nlade little difference to theln \vhich. 
This body ,vas COlllposed of all classes and condi- 
tions of men. Every nationality, every political and 
religious sentinlent, every trade, profe:-5
ion, and occu- 
pation ,vas represented, the only qualifications ncce8- 
bary for adillittancc being honesty and respectability. 
( 84<) 
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There \vere Catholics and Protestants, J e\vs and Gen- 
tiles; believers and unbelievers; kno\v-nothings, dcnl- 
ocrats, republicans; I11erchants, Inechanics, clerks, 
porters, bankers, barkeepers, draYlnen, stevedore:--:, 
la\vyers, doctors, butchers, bootblacks, hotel-kecperb, 
and ship-captains. There \vere Americans and lrish- 
I11en; Frenchnlen, Gerlnans, Italians, and Spaniards; 
Englishmen, "\Velshmen, Scotchmen, and all the rest 
of the \vhite-skinned races, represented in this anOllla- 
lous assemblage. Black men and Chinalnen, not yet 
politically bleached, \vere not regarded as Inen at all, 
but \vhen the Inaster stood conlfortless on duty as a 
comnlon soldier through the night, \ve nlay be sure 
the servant was not far distant. 
The streams of applicants eager for enrohnent \yerc 
filtered through a c0111mittee on qualification, by \vhol11 
such examination into character \vas made as \yas 
practicable amidst the haste and occupation of the 
tillie. Charles P. Duane applied for Inen1bership and 
\vas refused. A certain coroner, of \vhonl it \yas 
ayerred that he coffined stones and charged the city 
for burial at the rate allo\ved for deceased paupers, 
found his way by some Ineans into the Con1n1ittec, 
but did not renlain there long. 
To 
the duties of organizing, of preparing lists, of 
getting books ready, of receiving suggestions and 
reports, of appointing sub-committees for division of 
\vork, of enrolling nlilitary c0111panies, providing arnl
 
and anl111unition, and inaugurating a systenl of dri]], 
through \vhich discipline enthusiasll1 nlÏght be briùletl, 
the first three days \vere mainly devoted. 
During the first t\venty-four hours, as the ,york of 
registration progressed, it \vas seen by nlid-day that 
the nUlnbers \vere s\velling the little hall of the 
kno\v-nothings to overflo\ving, and that larger quar- 
ters \voulJ be required Î1111nediately, SOllle tìfteen 
hundred being alreaJy enrolled. A cOlnn1Îttee ap- 
pointed for the purpose, after canvassing the city, 
selected the hall of the Turn-Verein society, Bituated 
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on Bush street, near Stockton, as the place for the 
next n1ecting. To this hall, to\vard night, the Com- 
nlittee adjourned, to meet again that saIne evening at 
eight o'clock. 
At this first nleeting the con1mittee-lnen had ,yorked 
very steadily and rapidly. The ,york thus far aCCOln- 
plished, accorùing to the record, ,vas as follo,vs: The 
lneeting of l\fay 15th ,vas called a "l\Ieeting of the 
original Committee of Vigilance," and ,vas hcld at No. 
l05t Sacramento street. At this meeting Willianl 
T. Cole111an ,vas elected president, and James 1\1. 
Taylor, Clancy J. DeInpster, and others, yice-presi- 
dents. There ,vere also at the saIne tinle chosen a 
treasurer, secretary lyro tenL, a sergeant-at-arn1s, an 
executi ve committee consisting of t\venty -six Inenl- 
bel's, an examining committee numbering nine, and 
a police force, t,venty-six in nun1ber, of \vhich Oscar 
Slnith ,vas chief. 
The first business \vas to provide a suitable rOOITI 
for their Ineetings, and a COnl111ittèe \vas appointed 
for that purpose. It ,vas detern1ined on this occa- 
sion, that the executive committee shou]d act on all 
lllatters for the general committee and report at some 
future meeting; that the support of the Conlmittee 
should Le ,vithdrawn from the IIerrald ne,vspaper; 
that the Cornn1ittee as a body should visit the 
county jail at such times as the executive committee 
11light direct, and take thence James P. Casey and 
Charles Cora, give them a fair trial, and administer 
fiuch punishn1ent as justice should dema
d; that a 
bell should be obtained for the use of the COInmittee; 
that the executive c0111mittee should l'eport to the 
general cOinmittee, after careful investigation, the 
nan1es of such persons as the interests of society de- 
lllanded should leave the state; that the organization, 
so long as occasion required, should be deeilled per- 
luanent; that the executive cOl1nnittee should have 
po,v.cr to strike froIn the roll any suspicious or ob- 
Jcctionable 111Clllbcr: that the gClleral cOlnn1Îttee 111eet 
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at their roon1 at 9 0' clock A.:M. and 3 o'clock P. 
I. 
each day, to hear the reports of the several COID- 
111ittees, and for the transaction of other necessary 
business; that Turn - ,r erein Hall be uHed tClnporarily 
for meetings. 
Ien1Lers of the C0111n1ittee unable to 
serve Inust be forn1ally excused fron1 serving for a 
gi ven tiine. 
A subscription list ,vas then opened for the purpose 
of collecting money to defray genera] expenses, and 
$346 collected. The COll1n1ittee then took a rcces
 
until 8 o'clock P. :M., at ,vhich tin1e progress thus far 
,vas reported and the lneeting adjourned to 9 o'clock 
next day. 
There ,vas much interesting and inlportant detail 
at this evening meeting, the first at Turn-Verein Hall, 
,vhich the records do not sho\v, but ,vhich the 111any 
copious narrations before me alnply supply. On"e 
thing in particular, the organization of the ll1ilitary, 
illustrates the marvellous dexterity ,vith ,yhich the 
ancient ponderous and forinal methods of transacting 
public affairs ,vere simplified by practical COlnn1011- 
sense and business tact. 
An efficient military organization was a neècssity. 
The sky ,vas belligerent; and even if there ,vas to be 
no fighting, there ,vas plenty of ,york for fighting 111en 
to do. Arriving at the hall in good tilHe, the Execu- 
tive found door-keepers in attendance, guards posted, 
and every precaution taken to prevent intrusion or 
annoyance. Entering, they sa,,," that the large roon1 
,vas ,veIl filled. 
After a short consultation it ,vas deterlnined at 
once to organize the whole association into ccnturieH, 
or n1ilitary conlpanies of one hundred each, ten com- 
panies to constitute a regiment. l\founting n. table, 
1\11' Coleman called the n1eeting to order. After 
briefly eXplaining what he ,vas about to do, he calleJ 
out: 
" Numbers 1 to 100 ,vill please assclnble in the 
south-west corner of the rOOln; numbers 101 to 200 
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\\-ill take the first \yindo\,,; nUlnbers 201 to 300 the 
next ,,,indo\v;" and so on until the 111elnben.; present 
"
ere separated into fifteen sets. 
This ,yas accon1plished about as rapidly as the presi- 
dent spoke the ,vords. "Each company \vill no\v pro- 
ceed to elect its o\vn officers," \vas the next order. "Que 
les Français se lnettent au centre I" the president next 
caBell; 'v hich practically c0111pleted the ,york. The 
election of officers by the respective companies was to 
be regarded as temporary only, and subject to the ap- 
proval of the Executive Con1111ittee. The last order, 
calling all Frenchmen present to the centre of the 
roon1, \vas given for this reason: In the assemblage 
\yas a large French elelnent, lTIany of whon1 could not 
speak English; and as it ,vould be a\vk\vard for such 
to serve under officers \v hose orders they could not 
understand, it \vas deemed advisable to bring then1 
all together into one company, :egardless of nUInhers. 
The French make good soldIers. l\fany of those 
present had been \vell drilled as melTIbers of volunteer 
cOInpanies, SOlno had been or ,vere officers, and as a 
rule they understood n1Ílitary tactics better than any 
other class. The result proved the \visdon1 of the 
Ineasnre. The French formed their own companies, 
sent up their non1inations for officers, and were among 
the Il10st efficient and reliaLle troops of the COlTInlÍt- 
tee. If \ve ren1ember that these fifteen hundred Inen, 
s\velled in their numbers to t\VO thousand during the 
evening, \vhen they rose from their beds that lTIorning 
,vere nJost of then1 strangers to each other, to their 
officers, to the association, that they had COlne hither 
of their o\vn free-\vill, Inoved by interest and instinct, 
and that they \vere no\v organized and officered cit- 
izen-soldiery, some of them already drilling for effi- 
cient service, \ye lnay ,vell marvel at the ready skill 
displayed by the leaders in this moven1ent. 
The next necessity after thus ilnprovising an arulY 
\vas to arlTI it; and this was done in aln10st as n1Írac- 
ulous a manner. It happened that several thou
anJ 
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good flintlock nluskets, \vhich had cost the govern- 
Incllt fourteen dollars each, and \vhich had beon 
bought for a trifle by George La\v, \vere then lying in 
tho \varchou
e. The u
e of these the Conlnlittee 
hired. Filibustering and aboriginal extinguishments 
\yere fashionable in those days; but these \veapon
 
".ere not just then \vanted. Our pious revolutionary 
fathers \vould have said that providence had provideJ 
these arms; latter-day scientists, that they ,vere 
evolved to Ineet the exigencies of the race at this 
stage of its developnlent. The vigilants did not st
l) 
to discuss ho\v they came there: that they were there 
and they could get thenl,vas sufficient for then1 t'J 
kno\y. 1\1oney,vas George La,v's religion and science. 
He could scarcely have realized a fortune fronl this 
venture, for \v hen the COffilnittee disbanded, melllbeJ."s 
,vere permitted to keep their guns on paYlllent of onc 
dollar anù a quarter each, and Inany of them did so. 
Seventy-five thousand dollars ,vere contributeJ tJ 
carry out the measures of the association. Out of 
this the SUIll of five thousand dollars ,vas paid for thc 
use for seventy days of these Inuskets, which h
J 
arrived n, short tirne before on the ..ll[lelaide. 
Revenue \vas raised by the voluntary gifts of 1ne111- 
bel's and sympathizers. 1\1en1bers ,vere obliged t) 
give their time and pay certain dues; they usuall,y 
contributed rnuch more than their dues. Threò 
Inonths' neglect of business and four thousand dollars 
in nloney \vas \vhat Aaron 1\1. Burns paid for the 
privilege of risking property and life for the general 
benefit. The expenses of the ComnÚttee,as may easily 
be ilnagined, were very large, several hundred thou- 
sand dollars òeing collected and disbursed in all. As a 
rule citizens gave cheerfully. ":\1en \yho did not belong 
to the COlnmittee at all," says 
1r Do,vs, ",vealth: t " 
houses, 111erchants, bankers, and others, rospondcJ 
liberally to the delnands luade upon them for contri- 
butions. When \ve came round to Inake collections 
they \vould inquire ho\y nluch ,vas their share, and 
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\yhatever ,ve said they ,yould dra\v a check for the 
arnount. Of course they sa,v the benefit of it, and, 
thouO'h they took no active part in the ,york of the 
Com
1Ïttee, they gave it their sYlnpathy and support. 
\Ve had a large establishlnent, a regular hotel to feed 
our people, so <-to speak, a con1missary department, and 
all that, and large expenses for lnilitary purposes, de- 
fence, and various other things. A great lllany \vho 
did not care to join as nlembers lent their influence; 
in case of emergency they \vere ready to give their 
fi[{sistance." By the 8th of October the association 
\vas out of debt. 
There ,vas no more disagreeable task than that of 
raising by subscription, after the \vork ,vas done and 
enthusiasm had cooled, the money to liquidate the 
final indebtedness of the association, ,vhich aU10unted 
to about ninety thousand dollars. Of necessity the 
best lllen, the 1110st patient, devoted, self-sacrificing 
Elen, n1ust undertake the deliverance of the association 
frotH this burden, or it never \vould be done. Den1pster, 
Do\vs, and Crary were appointed a finance comnlit- 
tee, and set theillselves at \vork to collect the Inoney. 
l\Iany responded \vith alacrity, and wrote their nalnes 
opposite large sums. Others \vere n10re back\varcl, 
and aUlong them Horace Ha\ves, \vho \vas Inore free 
\\
ith his sYll1pathy than \vith his 1110ncy. Hearing that 
the canvassers \vere after hinl, the astute Horace kept 
out of their \vay. Al\vays on the alert, the gentlen1en 
of the finance committee suddenly encountered hint 
one day as they \vere do\vn among the lun1ber 111en. 
"Ah, ßfr Ha \ves I" began Do\vs; "glad to see you! 
Have been to your office several tilnes, but had not 
the pleasure of meeting you there. Captain Crary 
holds in hi
 hand a little book in ,vhich he earnestly 
desires to see your autograph." 
" Not a dollar ,viII I give to that!" exclailned Ha\ves 
as Crary placed the subscription book before hin1. 
"0 yes you \vill," said Do,vs. 
"N ut a danlned doHar!" replied Ha \ves. 
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"Tut, tut t" exclailned Do\ys; "don't s\vear about 
it. I kne\v I \vas a dalnned fool, but I did not think 
I \vas a damned liar until no\v. Let me tell you \vhat 
I saill to these gentlenlen but a n101nent ago: 'Out in 
San l\lateo County, \vhere Ha\ves and I have estates, 
they say that he is the Ineanest Ulan in all those parts, 
but I have al\vays defended hilli.' Am I then a fool 
1 . fJ" 
or a lar 
 
Horace fumed and swore fearfully. He cursed 
Do\vs, Delnpster, and the Committee; but he finally 
\'
rote his name do\vn for five hundred dollars. 
The Frenchmen of San Francisco as a body \vere 
in strong sY111pathy \vith the movement, and gave it 
their hearty support, both in tilne and Inoney. 


Behold, then, the citizens of San Francisco organ- 
ized and armed, and in hostile attitude to the organized 
and arn1ed authorities, which then consisted of the 
nlilitary, the militia, and the police. This, together 
,vith the forll1ation of numerous committees, the plan- 
ning of the calnpaign, and the construction of all the 
principallnachillery essential to the successful \vorking 
of the largest, most po \verful , and efficient popular 
tribunal kno\yn in history. And all in one day! 
There \vas also 111uch other \vork effected. It \vas 
determined that notice should be given certain persons 
of evil repute to leave the city forth\vith, or they 
\yould bo forced hence. The question of \vresting 
.Casey froln the hands of the authorities and trying him 
before a jury of the Committee \vas fully discussed, 
but no definite action \vas then decided upon. The 
nleeting adjourned at half-pa:::;t eleven. Thu:-j, behinll 
the scenes, closed Thursday, the 15th of l\Iay, the day 
follo\ving the one on \vhich James ICing of \Villiaul 
\vas assassirla tod. 
Friday 1110rning at an early hour tho Executive 
asselnbled at Turn-Verein Hall and the di
tl'ibution 
of labor continued. \Vith an army a Inilitary conl- 
luander \vas required; and to this iUlportant position, 
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after due consideration, Charles Doane \vas appointed 
as lllarshal and general-in-chief, to receive his order.3 
fronl the president. Doane proyed a good and truo 
officer, and gave ahnost universal satisfaction through- 
out the entire calnpaign. He ,vas a Inan of almost 
intuitive 111ilitary perceptions, as ,ve shall see by hi", 
achievelnents. Colonel Johns, an experienced artil- 
lery officer, \vas detailed to organize the artillery under 
Doane, ,vhich he successfully accomplished. Colonels 
Ellis, Lippitt, and Olney and others either then or 
soon after \vere assigned comnlands. Drilling Vl:1S 
kept up vigorously. The preparation of camp equi- 
page, and all the paraphernalia of a 111ilitary canlpaign, 
commanded early attention. In all these arrango- 
lllents, such was the intelligence and enthusiasm of 
the members that soldiers \vere nlade of men ,vho 
three days before hardly kne\v ho\v to hold a gun. 
The division of labor completed, the result ,vas t\VO 
Inain departments, comprising the \vorking force of 
the Conlmittee; that is to say the entire association, 
as it \vas all \vorking force, all the forlTIulated pù\vcr 
of latent law. First and supreme ,vas ths executive 
cOlllmittee, or extra-judicial court, ","hich thought 
and deterInined, and which was divided into numerous 
Sub-colnmittees; and secondly the general cOIllmittoe, 
or body of performance. As war was then the theIne, 
the Executive resolved itself into a council, anù the 
general committee into an arnlY. Under this ll1ili- 
tary organization the general conlnlittee cOlnprised 
four departInents: the department of the grand nlar- 
shal, the commissary department, the lnedical depart- 
luent, connected with \vhich \vas a hospital, and the 
police department. When the nUInbers had reached 
four thousand, or forty companies, of these \vere t\VO 
cavalry, three flying artillery, one Inarine battery, one 
pistol company, and the rest infantry. The police 
cOlllpanies \vere in addition to these last divisions. 
The police force of the COnllllittee was organized 
,vith a chief director and regular policeluen. When 
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complete it nUll1bered t,vo or three hundred 111 ell , son1e 
of ,vhom ,vere under pay. In their perlllanent quarters 
on Sacramento street a part of the building ,vas set 
off from the Inilitary department. The police had ac- 
cess to all parts of the building, ,vhich privilege lnem- 
bel's of the luilitary had not. 1\11' Watkins ,vas 11lade 
captain of police, and ,vas assisted by Oscar Sillith, 
and others, at first. " The force was not very large," 
says 1\11" Watkins, "probably not nlore than ten or 
fifteen lllen, but ,ve could at any tilne call any nUlnber 
of lllell to our aid in an elTIergency." 
l\fany of the regular city police resigned and joined 
the vigilant police. The city ,vas patrolled night and 
day by foot and horse, and was never so ,vell ,vatched 
before or since. All the military companies except 
the Marion R,ifles and the San Francisco Blues, COIIl- 
posed chiefly of sporting men, abandoned their organ- 
izations and joined the Committee, prefixing the 'YOI'd 
'Independent' to their old name, such as Independent 
City Guard and Independent National Guard, thus 
keeping together the old association. 
1:'hroughout the ,vhole period drilling was kept up 
vigorously, and at one tilne the Inilitary force nUlTI- 
bered fifty-five hundred fighting 111en. None of the 
nlilitary, officers or men, received any pay. Those of 
the police ,vho received pay,vere for the lllOSt part 
poor luen, devoting their entire time to the ,york, and 
their pay ,vas about the same as that of the regular 
city police. There ,vas no luilitary costunle stipulated; 
but it ,vas understood that each, as far as possible, 
,vas to dres8 in dark colors, not necessarily black, and 
,vas to ,veal' a frock-coat and cap. Sonle cODlpanies 
,yore belts, some carried cartridge-boxes; each company 
follo,ved its o""n inclination in this regard; each COlll- 
pany had its o,vn drill-rooln, ,vhere its 111el11oers ,vorked 
night and day to accustom themselves to the use of 
artns, and to acquire skill in 11lilitary 1110Vell1cnts. 
They ,vere in deep and sole11111 earnc':\t, anù they 
learned rapidly. Far different ,vas their lJcrsoJlIlel 
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fronl that ordinarily found ill lnilitary companies. It 
,vas no hireling soldiery. 
.r\.1though tho ranks- ,vere composed of lllen bearing 
brains accustomed to ,york and to question, no argu- 
Inents or discussions ,vere allo,ved in regard to any 
order. The penalty of disobedience in this or any 
other respect \vas prompt expulsion fronl the associa- 
tion. Every comn1ander took great pride in his COlll- 
pany. SOlne time after the organization ,vas effected 
Colonel Olney ,vas accustomed to gather the vigilant 
forces in reginlents and battalions, and hol<1 eyening 
drills at the corner of Battery and l\Iarket streets, 
opposite ,vhere then stood the Oriental Hotel. There 
,vere four regiments of infantry, of ,vhich Colonel 
Lippitt con1lnanùed one, and Pinto another; a bat- 
talion and t\VO squadrons of artillery, a rii1e battalion, 
and a pÜ,tol battalion, all ,veIl organized, officered, 
and drilled. So excellent became their condition 
that in their final parade they could not be distin- 
guished from regulars. 
Dr Cole ,vas surgeon of vigilant con1pany No.3. Be- 
sides serving professionally he ,vas a gOOd counsellor 
and an efficient n1elnber. When the organization ,vaf3 
cOlnpleted it ,vas ascertained that there \vere 
on1e fifty 
physicians enrolled in the Committee. An attenlpt ,vas 
luade to organize a lnedical corps and establish a pro- 
fessional hospital, but the idea ,vas nipped by the usual 
professional bickerings. Here ,ve see ho\v In en arc 
sometimes Inade n1ean anù seHish by the very cultiva- 
tion \v hich should ennoble them; ho\v training in sonle 
directions narro,vs and stultifies the 111ind it shoulJ 
lllake 1110re charitable. The failure of harn10nious as- 
sociation on the part of the nlediGal fraternity, ho\v- 
ever, did not prevent the establishin a of a hospital 
,\-ithin the builliing. A large hall ,v
s set aside for 
that purpose, \vith all the appliances of a hospital, 
devoted to the iUl111ediate care of injuries. 
A 111ajority of tho executive con11l1ittee could find 
a verdict, but all decisions and ßentences involviuO' 
o 
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dcath or banishment \vere ineffectual until sustained 
by the board of delegates. If this body cOllurnlcd 
the action of the Executive, such coníìrlllation Inade 
such action final; if not, the question ,vent back to 
the Executive. The board of delegates ,vUß appointeJ 
by the general cOlnmittee, and ,vas to the executive 
conlluittee \v hat the lo\ver legislative house .is to the 
higher, Lut \\-ithout the po,ver of legislation. It \;':),8 
cOlnposcd of three frolll each cOlnpany, the cJ,I1t
Ún 
being one, and the other t\VO Inelnbers chosen Ly the 
cOlnpany. At one tilne this body comprised one hun- 
dred and eight 111enIbers. It \vas intended, n10reOYer, 
that the board of delegates \vould act as an aJyisor
yr 
body in cases \v here the executive comn1ittee did not 
,vish to aSSUll1e the entire responsibility. Difficult 
and serious questions nlight be Lrought before then1, 
,yhen it \T;ouIJ be Ï1npracticable to apply to the Inain 
body for general counsel. 
The leaders, even during the nlost intense excite- 
Inent \v hich at times pervaded every breast, "Tere cool 
cnough to reason that their organization, to be cffcct- 
i ve, lllUst be ,yielded \vith that singleness of purpose, 
prOlllptness of action, and steadiness of eye upon results 
\vhich characterize the successful handling of absu- 
lute po,ver; \vhile to be permanent and continue suL- 
lllÜ;si ve, the lllasses must at least appcar to exercise 
some direct influence in the managenlellt, and feel in 
SOlne degree the burden of respollsibility. To sub- 
serve these and other ends, the ,vhole body, \vith the 
exception of the Inelnbers needed to act as a police 
force and perfornl luinor duties, ,vere organized, as \ve 
have seen, into an arlny ùi vided into cOlllpanies, bat- 
talions, and regill1ellts. 
Thus \yith profound sagacity \ve see these organ- 
izers inviting the masses to select by popular vote 
representatives to this board, \vhich ,vould forin a 
111ediuln of communication bet\vecn the despotic 
po,ver conferred upon the Executiye and the prompt 
obedience pron1Ïsed by the lllCl1lbers of the gcneral 
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body. Po\ver to initiate 111eaSUres \vas not besto\ved 
on them; but the Executive, solemnly impressed \vith 
the weight of responsibility which they had assumed, 
and determined that their errors should be on the side 
of n1ercy rather than the reverse, decreed that neither 
the death penalty nor sentence of ballishnlent should 
be enforced upon any crilninal until after the evidence 
in the case had been subn1itted to the board of dele- 
gates, and the verdict of the Executive confirlned by 
the vote of that body. 
Next to General Doane in the military came Gen- 
eral Olney. The chief of police received his orders 
direct from the executive committee. A civilians' 
conlmittee, of \vhich Aaron 1\:1. Burns was chairman, 
,vas appointed by the executive con1mittee. It ,vas 
the duty of this committee to take charge of all 
prÎ80ners and the duties connected with theIne None 
but members of this committee ,vere perlllitted to 
onter the cell of a prisoner; not even a 111ember of 
the executive committee might do so \vithout special 
action of that body. 
The prominent recorded acts of this sanle Friday 
Y[ere as follo\vs: Jerome Rice \vas elected sergeant- 
at-arrDs, \vith a salary of one hundred and fifty dollars 
a nIonth. He \vas instructed to provide himself \vith 
aid8, \vho \vere to receive no compensation. The con- 
fJtitution of the Committee of 1851 was unanimously 
adopted, subject to revision by the executive COlll- 
n1Íttee at their leisure. Committees on comnlunica- 
tions, on arms, on police, and on qualification \vere 
then appointed. 
A conlmunication ,vas received from the office of 
the .fIlta California ne"
spaper, that Ira Cole and Bill 
Le\vis had notified that journal that unless the author 
of a certain conl111unication ,vas given thelTI they 
\vould attack the office \vith a stronO' force. The nlat- 
t:> 
tor \vas referred to the police cOlnmittee, \vith po\ver 
to act. 
It \vas further rcsolyed that no city or county offi. 
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cial 
hould be admitteJ to Inembership; that a copy 
of the constitution should be given the citizens of 
Oakland, in accordance \vith their request, that they 
Inight forn1 a committee of vigilance to coöperate 
with the San Francisco Committee. .A cOlnn1unica- 
tion was addressed to David Scannell, sheriff of the 
county of San Francisco, to the effect that he \vould 
be held accountable for the custody of the prisoners 
then in the county jail. Isaac BluxoIT1e junior \yas 
then unanimously elected a Inenlber of the Executive 
COlnmittee, and the record of the n1eeting \vas closed 
by the signature of " No. 33, Secretary." 
Early on the Inorning of Saturday, 
Iay 17th, the 
Committee rooms \vere besieged by a dense throng, 
1110re eager, if possible, to enroll than had been those 
of the day previous. Five thousand citizens had 
already joined, and as many n10re \vould ere thi
 
have been added to the ranks of the Comn1Íttee could' 
they have been received so fast.. 
l\Iean\vhile the old appraiser's store, the property 
of 
Iessrs Truett and Truett, situated on the south 
side of Sacramento street, between Front and Davi
, 
old nUlnber 41, had been secured by the con1n1ittee OIl 
rOOlns as permanent quarters, and there the association 
remained until its final disbandment, adjoining roon1
 
being added as occasion required. Thither on this 
Saturday the Comn1ittee moved en 'Jnasse; but this 
in no wise interfered \vith the \vork of organization, 
The Executive \vere in occupation of their ne"
 
quarters at an early hour, and were in session pretty 
much all the tilDe. 
Fort Gunnybags, under \vhich cognomen the

 
rooms becan1e fanlou8, when fully in order presented 
a unique picture. The principal entrance ,vas frolll 
Sacramento street, but there \vas a. private passage 
from Front street through the store of Atto and 
Jones. At the entrance ,vas a door-keeper's box, 8, 
where the pa
s\vord was taken, and stairs on either 
side led up to the floor above. The first floor was 
Pop, TJUB., ,"oJ,. II. 7 
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the armory and drill-room-see plau-rounù the 
ide:-; 
of \vhich hung arrllS, flags, artillery harness, and the 
bulletin-boards, on \vhich \vero posted general orders 
and tho notices of the various cOlnpanies. On the 
north side \vas a sutler's stand, G, where coffee "
a8 
dispensed to the guard, and on the south side office
 
\\
el'e partitioned off for the commissar:r, 3, and other 
departments. As if to impress the beholder \vith thc 
eternity of \vatchfulness \yhich the vigilance principle 
delllanded, an immense emblematic eye glared fro1l1 
the south-eDst corner of the room, and attracted the 
attention of each member as he entered. 
Betwecn the stone-front building, A and B, and the 
three-story brick, C, there \vas an alley \vith a stair- 
\vay leading to the upper stories of the latter build- 
ing; and a stair also led from room C, to the second 
story. The :rard \vas used for horses and artillery, and 
sheds \vere erected along its eastern and southern" 
sides. .L
n alley and gate-way, 17, led to Davis strcet 
on the south-east corner of the court. 
The front part of the second floor, B, \vas u
ed a
 
a guard-rooln and arrnory, and for drilling. Here 
each con1pany, except such as occupied armories of 
their o\vn, had a special place assigned its arms, allll 
there they ,vere kept \vhen not in use. Banners and 
llluster- rolls adorned the ,valls, and here also frOll1 
onc side of the roon1 a large vigilant ey.e, over the 
\yords .L\T unqua7Tì Dornâo, forever encircled you. U pOll 
a table stood the famous patent ballot-box, \vith its 
fat
e botton1 and sides partially dra,vn. Five thou- 
sand dollars \vas offered the Connnittee for this Lox; 
but they had better use for it then. This cunningly 
contriycd specÏ111en of rascality gave them at least a 
thousand good fighting Incn 
The executive committee rOOffil:; \vcre at fil.
t lo- 
cated in the south-east corner of this door, \vith the 
111Ïlitary in the roon1 ilnnlediately under then1. The 
French Legion ordcred arn1S \vith such energy, rat- 
tling their loose t1illtlo("k
, a:-; to eausc no\\r and thcn 
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BUILDINGS. 
Stone {A Barton & Co. 
Front i B Armes & DaHmer 
Third { C W. 
V. Haney. 
Story D 


e
 s;ft Co. 
Comer E Jose Blasco 
Cohen. 
F Irvine & Harker. 
G Dietz & Co. 
H Jones & Co. 


E 


F 


:[, Drill-Room. 
2, Armory and Drill-Room 
3. Commissary's Office. 
4. Office. 
5. Stairs. 
6. Sutler's Stand, 
7. Stairs. 
B. DoC'rkeeper's Box, 
9. Main Entrance. 
xo Present Stairs. 
n. Stairs. 
X2. Stairs. 
x3. Passage, way, 
14. Artillery. 
xS. 16. Sheds for Horses, 
17, Alley and Gate leading 
to Davis Street. 
18, Former Stairs leading to 
Ex. Com. Rooms. 


D 


G 


H 
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1. Police Offlce; later 
l\Ialoney's Cell. 
2. Yankee Sullivan's 
Cell. 
3. Brace's Cell. 
4, 5. Cells. 
6. Hetherington '8 Cell. 
Î. Cell. 
8. Judge Terry's Cell. 
9. Stairs, 
10. Passage through 
brick wall, 
11. Executive CommIt- 
tee's first Room. 
12. Grand l\larshal's 
Room, 
13, Sergeant-at-arms' 
Lodge, 
14, Stairs. 
15, Flanks across pas- 
sage, 
16, Passage. 
17. Stairs. 
IH. Initiatin
 Room, 
19, Police Office. 
20. Executive Commit- 
tee, 
21. Enrolling Clerk. 
2'
, Stairs used by Ex. 
Com. only, 
23. Stairs. 
24. Window where Cora. 
was hanged, 
25, Window where Ca- 
sey was hanged, 
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a discharae, \vhich sent stray bullets up into the roon1 
above. One night an ascending ball entered l\11' 
Dows' chair, ,vhereupon the Committee concluded to 
remove to room F, on the Front-street side. 
The grand marshal's room, 12, ,vas also on the 

outh side of the floor. A passage, 10, had been 
hroken through the brick wall into A, \vhere the 
police were quartered and cells had been constructed 
for prisoners. A large cell, 1, in the north-west cor- 
ner was first used as the office of the director of 
police, but subsequently served as a place of confine- 
n1ent for 1\1r 
Ialoney. In one of the adjoining cells, 
2, Yankee Sullivan committed suicide, and in another, 
3, Brace was confined until his execution. South of 
the opening in the ,vall \vere a few more small cells, 
in one of which, 6, Hetherington was kept. A larger 
apartlnent, 8, in the south-east corner, with an en- 
trance from the north, was used as Judge Terry's 
place of confinement. 
About the centre of the west wall of this floor a 
platform, 15, \vas erected across the passageway to 
the rooms of the executive committee, 20. Sim- 
plicity marked this inner sanctuary. There \vere sev- 
eral long plain tables, round which the members sat 
during consultations and trials of prisoners. These 
nnd some cases filled with papers were all that could 
be seen. The president's seat was at the north ,vall, 
in front of a rack filled with muskets. Before him the 
secretaries, prosecuting attorney, and vice-presidents 
\vere conveniently seated, while on either side of the 
room, and converging to a point opposite the president, 
were placed t\VO long tables, at \vhich sat the mem- 
bers, and bet\veen \vhich \vas placed the prisoner. 
On this floor \vere also the quarters of the grand 
]narshal, the n1ajor-general, brigadier-genera], quarter- 
master, and sergeant-at-arms. The stairs from the 
Sacramento-street end of the passage to the second 
floor of this three-story brick building, C, led to initi- 
ating rOOIDR, 18, in the rear. The front part of this 
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floor, 21, \yas partitioned off anll occupied by enrolling" 
clerks. 
The police office, 19, opened frolll the armory into 
another building on the \yost side. This \vas another 
portion of the san1C building \vhich contained the 
apartments of the executive committee. IIere \\Tel'e 
hanging festoons of handcuffs, the pistols of captured 
criminals, relics of assassins, hats made interesting' 
by bullet-holes \vreathed in the ropes which hangc( I 
their sOllletime o\vners; beside which ,vere bo\vic- 
knives, slung-shots, and burglars' tools. 
In the third story of this building, immediately OVel
 
the Executive rooms and the police offices, \vere the 
arnlorer's shop anLl the hospital. In the forlner \yel'e 
benches and tool:-; for eight or ten \VOrkn1en, and ill 
the latter shelves and chests of lIledicine, and from six 
t<;> t\venty cots, varying \vith the nUluber of patient:--;. 
On the roof, supported by a strong framo\york, hung- 
a large bell, \vho
e terrib10 tap
 Blade the street in- 
stantly to S\Val'lll ,vith scoundrel-hunters. A large 
steel triangle \vas first placed on this roof, \vhich, 
struck \\Tith rapidity and force, ,vas heard to distant 
parts of the l:ity. But ,y hon sounùs \vere \vanted 
\vhich could call according' to responsive heart-beat
, 
the triangle, like the classic 
fonurnental bell, ,yas laid 
aside for IHoro ponderous sun1mons. Like\visc on the 
roof of the corner building, E, 'v ere t\VO cannon, place( 1 
so as to c0l11111and the streets either \vay, and one on 
tho stone-fi
ont roof. Also at every port-hole in Fort 
Gunnybags ,vas a field-piece. 
In front of those pron1Ïscs, cxtcnding fron1 the "'all
 
of the building on either 
i( Ie aero

 the side\valk
, 
out into tho n1Îddlo of the street, and along the cntire 
stone front \vore piled to a height of about eight feet 
gunny bags filled \vith 
;tlld, ,yhich \vere to ser\-e a
 
protection in case of an attack. Gunny bags ,,,cre 
then nluch u
od by packers and 
hippors of lllillors' 
supplies, as an outer covering a11(l protection to origi- 
nal packages or cott()n-
a(.ke(l g'ood
. l1eing' the 11lOst 
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available art.icle for the purpo
e, ilnmediately the idea 
seized SOlne men1ber it ,vas acted on, and thereafter 
they sat behind their fort of gunny bags. As the 
texture of these sacks ,vas coarse, it ,vas necessary to 
bag the sand ,vet and to ,vater the fort frequently, lest 
the sand should run ë.nvay. Indeed the fort required 
1110re ,vater than the 111el11bers, both being constitu- 
tionally thirsty, more especially before the executive 
cOI11n1ittee ordered that no intoxicating liquors should 
be used on the prel11ises. 
The building of Fort Gunnybags ,vas in this wise: 
Shortly after the arrest of a noted offender it ,vas re- 
ported that five hundred n1en of chivalry, Texans and 
kindred syn1pathizing spirits of the interior, had 
banded, and had bound themselves by a hot and san- 
guinary oath to liberate him or be n1ade mince-n1eat 
in the attempt. Word ,vas received from Sacran1ento 
one day that t.hey ,vere coming dO'Yll that night. It 
,vas further rumored that the opposition had secured 
t\VU pieces of artillery, ,vhich they proposed to plant 
011 Commercial street, and as soon as the Texan
 
landed to open :fire upon the -building. One told thenl 
this ,vho pretended friendship until he had obtained 
their secret. The Executive called Colonel Olney and 
others, and communicating to them the fact, asked 
,vhat preparations should be made in consequence. 
After due consultation it was deterl11ined that it 
'va
 necessary to fortify the front, as there ,vas a large 
open space before the premises extending nearly to 
COlnmercial street. The building ,vas sustained by 
slnall granite colu1l1ns, a fe,y cannon- balls striking 
,yhich, do,vn ,vould COlne the ,vhole structure. It ,vas 
decmed a ,vise precàutionary llleasure to protect the 
front by a breast"'
ork, and to use for that purpuse as 
the safest and most available defence bags of sand. 
This, Olney ,vas directed to have done. 
Going imlnediately to Curtis, Olney laid the plan 
before hÎIn, and asked hil11 to take commalld of the 
,yol'king party and thro,v up tho defences. Curtis 
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assented. He ,vent about it at once in a Ino
t prac- 
tical 111anner, proposing to make short work of it. 
First he bought t\velve bales of gunny bags, borro\ved 
ten dozen shovels, engaged all the drays and trucks 
he could secure, and sent aU to the sand-hills in Sec- 
ond street, the teamsters to a\vait instruct.ions there. 
This \vas aU kept strictly private. 
Olney then went into the main hall and called out: 
"T,vo hundred men with side-arms wanted for special 
duty!" Twice two hundred promptly responded to 
the call, thinking only of Terrys, Howards, jails, 
armories, and the like, not forgetting the five hundred 
Texans. In Inaking his selection from thenl a close 
observer might have noticed that Curtis picked IneH 
of bone and sine\v, regardless of skill and bravery. 
It was now about eight o'clock; and as in goodly 
array they marched the streets in the dusky twilight 
with the gallant Curtis their leader, surely, they 
thought, this is some high emprise upon ,vhich ,ye 
are bent to-night. Out :Front street to 
Iarket and 
from Market to Second they went until they "Tere 
brought face to face ,vith huge hillocks of blank solid 
sand. What foe was this, my countrymen I Horsemen 
were there, but of the base ignoble kind; ilnplements, 
but dirt-digging, paddyish, not of blood-letting ten- 
dency. Carts! bags I shovels! What had all this to 
do with war! Where \vere the five hundred Texans! 
Where \vere those panting to hash or to be hashed 1 
Gradually upon their dazed, distorted Ininds the truth 
in its overwhelming reality dawned. ""Vas it the in- 
tention of those awful inteHigences that sit behind 
appearances that they should now fall to and form 
the connecting link bet\veen the shovels, sand, bags, 
and carts there before them 1 And as a realizing sense 
of their situation feU upon them they lifted up their 
t,vo hundred voices ,vith one accord and cried "Sold! 
sold I sold 1" Nevertheless, to \vork they went with n. 
,viII, and soon the building ,vas fortified. 
Colonel Lippitt, a West Point graduate, ,vas put 
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in cOl11111alld of the. fortifications, and the guns were 
brouO'ht and l11ounted. In the rear another silnilar 
,vall 
f defence ,vas built, and the roof ,vas overspread 
,vith riflemen, and t,vo s1l1all cannon 'v ere placed upon 
it. The organized band of the interior was by no 
means a Inyth. The Texans came that night, though 
there ,vere not five hundred of them. They ,vere 
lllet by their friends. Gladly, in their elegant and 
chivalric phraseology, would they have minced and 
hashed the vigilants and have set free their delect- 
able judicial friend; but ,vhcn they sa,v ho,v \varm 
a reception had been prepared for theIn, they thrust 
their hands deep in their pockets, ,valked a\vay, 
,vhistléd, and took a drink. Brave fellows! and ex- 
ceeding wise ,vi thaI. 
There ,vas a stable at llead-quarters 'v here horses 
,vere kept constantly saddled and bridled, as in feudal 
times, ready for the iInmediate use of belted knights 
,vho slept in their harness. The stable consisted of a 
large yard in the rear of the buildings, having on one 
side a long shed, on the other out-houses. Cavalry and 
artillery horses ,vere there kept, as ,veIl as those of 
the mounted patrol and a dozen or so for general use. 
Most of the artillery was kept in this yard, but there 
,vere a fe,v pieces in the interior of the building. The 
two six-pounders belonging to the California Guard 
,vere kept in the armory brightly burnished. Captains 
of clipper-ship
 furnished the Committee with many 
pieces of artillery. Almost every vessel loaned Fort 
Vigilance a four-pounder while in port. As many as 
t,venty-five pieces of this kind ,vere sometimes in and 
around head-quarters. Carriages for them ,vere im- 
provised by taking the fore,v heels of strong "\\TaO'ons and 
lashing the guns to them. The cavalry was c
mposed 
in a great measure of the draymen of the city. At an 
alarm they ,vould leave their loaded carts standing in 
the middle of the street, strip the harness from their 
horses, and mounting ,vould dash off and take their 
places in the line. N ext to these ,vere wealthy gen- 
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tlemen ,,,ho kel)t horses, 
o that here ,vere cart-Iuen 
and carriage-nlen side by side in fighting array. 
"I have seen at one time," said }'Ir Snliley, "not 
less than five lllen, members of the Vigilance COln- 
mittee, ,vith llluskets in their hands taking their turn 
at guard, not one of ,vhom ,vas ,vorth less than half 
a million dollars." And half a nlillion then ,vas equi,
- 
alent to five millions no,v. 'Vhat distorted ideas ,ve 
all have of men and money! It was very creditable 
in half-a-million men to stand on guard day and night, 
rain or shine, to obey orders and be good citizens; but 
,vas it not llluch more creditable for half-hundred- 
dollar men to do so? 'Vhy should not a rich man 
have patriotisnl and exercise self-denial \"hen his in- 
terest in the ,velfare of the state is so lunch greater, 
pecuniarily, than that of the poor man, ,vhose services 
he seelns to expect for nothing? There being neither 
honor nor profit in acting as common soldier in the 
vigilance ranks, 
lr Smiley's relnark 1vould have been 
much stronger had he said, "I have seen at one tinle 
five men not having a pecuniary interest in San 
-'rall- 
cisco to the extent of over fifty cents, on guard, de- 
fending the right from pure love of right." 
In July the Vigilance COJl1.mittee consisted of 1 
battalion, 4 cOlnpanies of artillery, 1 squallron, 
 
troops of dragoons, 4 regiments, and 32 conlpanies of 
infantry-in all 6000 men under arms, ,veIl equipped, 
and supplied ,vith all the necessary 11lunitions of ,val'. 
When the rOOH1S 1vere thro,vn open for public ex- 
hibition the 21st of August, there were then 1900 
muskets, 250 rifles, 300 dragoon sabres, 78 ROluan 
sabres, 55 artillery s,vords, 4 brass six - pounder
, 2 
iron nine-pounders mounted on ship-carriages, 5 t\VO 
and four pounders, and harness for SOine 30 horsc
. 
Besides these there ,vas a French portable barricaJc, 
a franle,vork on ,vheels, ,vhich could likewise be trans- 
fornled. into a scaling-ladder or litter, and ,vith :1 
bullet- proof 111attress. 
During the entire 1
égi111B it was ,vonderful the 



110 CO:\IPLETIOX OF THE ORGAXIZ.ATIOX. 


promptitude ,vitil \'"' hich the alarul 
igllal ,vas re- 
sponded to. As a rule, ,vithin fifteen n1Ïnutes from 
the time the bell ,vas tapped, 011 any occasion, seven 
tenths of tho entire vigilant forces ,vould be in their 
places arnled ready for battle. A Inilitary guarù of 
three or four hundred ,vas required to be on duty in 
various parts constantly, besides a police force in 
ruadiness at head-quarters. In every direction ,vere 
pickets and spies. The pas
nvord ,vas often changed 
every day, and sOlnetimes t,yice a day. 


A ne,v and significant seal ,vas procured, an illlpres- 
sion fronl \vhich ,vas thereaftor attached to all docu- 
Inents elnanating from the executive cOlnmittee. It 
,vas about t,vo and a half inches in dianleter. In the 
centre, bet,vcen the \yords ,., COlIllnittee of Vigilance, 
San Francisco," \vas an open eye, fron1 '\vhich rays 
proceeded, and round the ,,?hole ,vas inscribed, "Fiat 
Justitia, Ruat Cælulll. No ('reed. No party. No 
S . I I " 
ectlona S
ues, 
The principal feature
 of Saturday's ,vork, as sho\vn 
by the recol'J, is as follo\vs: :First ,va
 chosen a com- 
111Ïttee of five f(Jl' deliberatioll on lllattcrs of grave 
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importance, ,vith po\ver to add to their nunlber. A 
comnlunication was received fronl the Gerlnan Inem- 
bel's of the association requesting that one of their 
countrymen should be appointed to represent them in 
the executive cOll1nlittee. In reply to ,,,"hicIl it ,vas 
determined that the Germans should be alhnved to 
SUbU1it fiye names, froln ,vhich the Committee would 
select one. 
Iajor J ohn80n was officially notified that 
the COlnmittee would insist that their guard have the 
saIne privilege as the guard of the authorities. Charles 
Doane ,vas confirmed in his election as chief Inarshal, 
and was given po,ver to appoint aids. Jan1es Ludlo,v 
,vas made assistant secretary, Isaac Bluxolne junior 
IJeing secretary. It 'vas resolved that eleven should 
constitute a quorlu11 of the executive cOlnn1ittee. 
The Inarshal ,vas ordered to report as soon as pos- 
sible the number and efficiency of his. 111en, E. H. 
Parker agreed to loan the C01l1nlittee some llluskets 
and furnish a quantity of ball-cartridges. Each di- 
vision ,,,as directed to appoint a suL-colnmittee to 
examine its o,vn Inen1bers and report to the exocutive 
cOlnnlittee any ,vho Inight be regarded as doubtful. 
The Inarshal ,vas requested to roport ho,y soon he 
,\Tould be ready "Tith his forces to take the jail. 
At this 11lceting it ,vas directed that the grand 
Inarshal should translnit the follo,ving written nles- 
Rage to the 
hel'iff: 


" To David Scwwell, l.
(j,:- 
"DEAR SIR: The Committee of Vigilance of this county have understood 
that the prisoners in the county jail were armed, 'Ve demand of you that 
sueh prisoners as are armed shall be immediately disarmed of their weapons, 
and in case of collision with our body we warn you and those whom you have 
ca.lled around you to beware of the just vengeance of the people, who will 
insist 011 their rights. "
e insist that our guard search prisoners who are said 
to be armed, 
"By order of the Committee, No, 33, Secretary," 


The constitution of 1851 ,vas revised to read as fo1- 
lo,vs, and ,vas then adopted as the constitution of 185G: 
"'YIIEREAS, It haH become apparent to the citizens of San Fl'anci::;co that 
there is 110 security for life and property, either under the regulations of so- 



112 


CO:MPLETIO
 OF THE ORGAKIZATION. 


ciety as it at present exists or under the laws as now administered., and that 
by the association together of bad characters our ballot-boxes have been 
stolen and others substituted or stuffed with votes that were never polled, 
and thereby our elections nullified, our dearest rights violated, and no other 
method left by which the will of the people can be manifested: therefore, 
the citizens whose names are hereunto attached do unite themselves into an 
association for the maintenance of the peace and good order of society, the 
prevention and punishment of crime, the preservation of our lives anù prop- 
erty, and to insure that our ballot-boxes shall hereafter express the actual and 
unforged will of the majority of our citizens; and we do bind ourselves each 
unto the other by a solemn oath to do and perform every just and .lawful act 
for the maintenance of law and order, and to sustain the law when faithfully 
and properly administered. But we are determined that no thief, burglar, 
incendiary, assassin, ballot-box stuffer, or other disturber of the peace, shall 
escape punishment, either by the quibbles of the law, the insecurity of prisons, 
the carelessness or corruption of the police, or a laxity of those who pretend 
to administer justice; and to secure the objects of this association we do 
here by agree: 
".First. That the name and style of this association shall be the Committee 
of Vigilance, for the protection of the ballot-box, the lives, liberty, and prop- 
ertyof the citizens and residents of San Francisco, 
econd, That there shall 
be rooms for the deliberation of the Committee, at which there shall be some 
one or more members of the Committee, appointed for that purpose, in constant 
attendance at all hours of the day and night, to receive the report of any mem- 
ber of the association, or of any person or persons whatsoever, of any act of 
violence done to the 11erson or property of any citizen of San }"rancisco; and 
if, in the judgment of the member or members of the Committee present, it be 
such an act as justifies or demands the interference of this Committee, either 
in aiding in the execution of the laws or the prompt and summary l)unish- 
ment of the offender, the Committee shall be at once assembled for the purpose 
of taking such action as a majority of th
m, when assembled, shall determine 
upon, Third, That it shall be the duty of any member or members of the 
Committee on duty at the Committee rooms, whenever a general assembly 
of the Committee is deemed necessary, to cause a call to be made in such a 
manner as shall be found advisable. Fourth, That whereas an executive com- 
mittee have been chosen by the general committee, it shall be the duty of the 
said executive committee to deliberate and act upon all important questions, 
and decide upon the measures necessary to carry out the objects for whicÍl 
this association was formed. Fifth. That whereas this Committee has been 
formed into subdivisions, the executive committee shall have power to call, 
when they shall so determine, upon a board of delegates, to consist of three 
representatives from each division, to confer with them upon matters of vital 
importance. 
ixth, That all matters of detail and government shall be em- 
braced in a code of by-laws, Seventh, That the action of this body shall be 
entirely and vigorously free from all consideration of, or participation in the 
merits or demerits, or opinion or acts, of any or all sects, political parties, or 
sectional divisions in the community; and every class of orderly citizens, of 
whateyer sect, party, or nativity, may become members of this body. No dis. 
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cussion of political, sectional. or sectarian subjects shall be allowed in the rOOms. 
of the association. Eighth, That no person accused before this boùy shall be 
punished until after fair and impartial trial and conviction. Ninth. That 
whenever the general committee have assembled for deliberation the decision 
of the majority upon any question that may be submitted to them by the 
executive committee shall be binding upon the whole; provided. nevertheless, 
that when the delegates are deliberating on the punishment to be awarded to 
any criminals, no vote inflicting the death penalty shall be binding unless 
passed by two thirds of those present and entitled to vote. Tenth. That all 
good citizens shall be eligible for admission to this body, under such regulations 
as may be prescribed by a committee on qualifications; and if any unworthy 
persons gain admission they shall on due proof be expelled. And believing 
ourselves to be executors of the will of the majority of our citizens, we do 
pledge our sacred honor to defend and sustain each other in carrying out the 
detennineù action of this Committee at the hazard of our lives and fortunes, n 


The Vigilance Committee, when fairly organized, 
stood as follo,vs, though subject to constant change: 


President, \Villiam T. Coleman. 
Vice-Presidents: Clancey J. Dempster, Samuel T. Thompson, J. D. Far- 
well, \Villiam H, Tillinghast, Lorenzo Hubbard, James M. Taylor, Thomas 
J. L. Smiley, A, W. Bell, David S. Turner. 
Se
retary, Isaac Bluxome junior, 
Assistant Secretary, Charles Ludlow. 
Treasurer, James Dows. 
Assistant Treasurer, \Villiam Meyer. 
Grand )Iarshal, Charles Doane. 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Jerome Rice. 
Chief of Police, Oscar Smith; afterward, James F. Curtis. 
Director of Police, Aaron 1\1. Burns; afterward, W. C. B, Andrews, 
Surgeon in Chief, Dr R. Beverly Cole. 
Executive Committee: \Villiam T. Coleman, Thomas J, L. Smiley, James 
Dows, J. p, l\Ianrow, S, T, Thompson, 'V. T. Thompson, R. Beverly Cole, 
J. S. Emery, N, 0, Arrington, L, Bossange, Charles Doane, J, K. Osgood, R. 
.1\1, Jessup, J, H, Fish, M. J. Burke, C, L. Case, F. W, Page, Émile Gri,:;ar, 
Clancey J, Dempster, J, D, Farwell, O. B. Crary, William H. Tillinghast, 
'Villiam Arrington, E, P. Flint, 'V, T, Reynolds, Eugene Delessert, N. p, 
Hutchings, J, W, Brittan, William H, Rogers, l\1iers F. Truett, C. V. Gillispie, 
Isaac Bluxome junior, H. S. Brown, E, B, Goddard, E, Gorham, George R. 
'Vard, Calvin Nutting, James Ludlow. Jules David, A. L. Tubbs, H, 1\1. Hale, 
and A. M. Burns. 


PoP. TRIB., II. 8 



CHAPTER VII. 


THE EXECUTIVE CO:M
IITTEE OF 1856 


This forced the stubborn'st, for the cause, 
To cross the cudgels to the laws, 
That what by breaking them't had gain'd 
By their support might be maintain'd, 
Butler, Hudi'bras. 


THE personnel of the Executive C01111nittee of 1856 
was quite different from that of the Executive COln- 
mittee of 1851. In the former was more of character 
and less of circumstance. Society was older, more 
thoughtful, more sedate, and responsible in 1856 than 
in 1851, and the leaders of the popular 1110vements of 
their respective epochs partook of the qualities of the 
times. '
rhe Inen of 1851 were in the main earnest 
and efficient, and they did exceedingly well. All honor 
to them. I t ,vas under their Ï1npetuous action that 
the vigilant idea ,vas rnore fully a,vakened. Like 
dro,vning n1en struggling to save themselves, they 
hardly kne,v what they did; but as is often the case 
in sùdden and ilnprolllptu efforts, they adopted a 
course of action the best possible under the circum- 
stances. Examining their conduct critically, few are 
the improvelnents ,ve could suggest, that is if we 
fully place ourselves in their position. Even at this 
day, ,vith all our experience, we could teach them little. 
They 'v ere obliged to a.ct quickly. They had neither 
the time nor the inclination to formulate their con- 
ceptions, consider chances, ponder plans, and work 
to a given rule. Deliberation ,vas not the spirit of 
the day. 
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And yet the leaders of 1851 ,vere fluttering adven- 
turers cOlnpared ,vith the broader-minded and lllore 
deliberative inquisitors of 1856. So quickly were 
turned the SOlnersets of society in those days that 
neither thought, purpose, nor population ,vere in the 
one crisis as in the other. California ,vas no longer 
beyond the limits of civilization, nor ,vas San Fran- 
cisco only an embarcadero for miners and traders. To 
him ,vhose eye ,vas single, nature sn1Ìled upon these 
shores. To him ,vhose heart ,vas pure, God ,vas there. 
Thousands ,vho had fled the country and its profane 
doings as from a pestilence had returned \vith their 
fanlilies, satisfied that for theln there ,vas no other 
spot on earth on which contentedly they nlight live. 
To thenl the ,vhole atlllosphere of ambition and inten- 
tion had changed. Men saw ,vith different eyes; and 
it was little ,vonder that objects both hideous and 
beautiful ,vere no,v discernible to 'v hich hitherto their 
eyes had been blind. 


W e cannot do better for a moment than to place 
side by side the presidents of the two committees, 
taking the first president of the first COlnlnittee and 
the only president of the second C01111nittee and 
scrutinizing sonle,vhat their salient characteristics. 
Nothing can illustrate more clearly the distinguishing 
features of the two nlovelnents, the t,vo presidents 
being strikingly representative each of his associates 
and the general tenlper of the tilDes. 
Sanl Brannan, Inen called the first, and sometimes 
plain Sam. There is no little significance in the name 
one goes by alnong one's as
ociates. It ilnplies dig- 
nity or the lack of it; nlorality or the lack of it; piety, 
tenlperance, hearty fello,vship, \vit, learning, lllodesty, 
refinement, or the absence of these qualities. In this 
instance to have enlployed the term Mister, or Samuel, 
or Reverend, or Esquire, ,vould have seelned as mal- 
aprolJos in a friend or cOlnpanion as to have applied 
the same expressions of courtesy or respect to a circus 
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('lo,vn or to a ,,"atch-dog. Though for a tilne one of 
the lnost prominent men in California, one of the 
\yealthiest-I do not say one of the Ill0st highly 
esteelned-the sobriquet Salll ,,,,as used instinctively 
as the synonyme of the individual. It ,vas only once, 
\vithin my recollection, ,vhen he assumed the 1"ôle of 
banker, that these titles of respectability \vere affected, 
and then the sensitive public seemed shy of bim, and 
the project ,vas abandoned. San1 Brannan, banker, 
,vonld have been a tangible reality, ho\vever hirsute or 
churlish he may have been, but Samuel Brannan, 
Esquire, bankel:, was a social myth, a far-away in- 
corporeal thing. 
When Sam was a saint appellations of reverence 
,vere not out of place; but saturated ,vith the avarice 
and strong drink incident to California, since his 
arrival here Sam has been no saint. It is true he 
follo,ved preaching, as a J\10rlnon leader, priest, or 
prophet, for a short tin1e after landing at San Fran- 
cisco; but ,vhen the enlightened brethren declined the 
further paYlnent of tithes he cursed theIn, told thenl 
to go to hell, \vhile he ,vent-his ,yay. J\10nogalllous 
or polygalTIous doctrines never troubled hinI much, 
judging frol11 his flaming deyotion to the tender pas- 
sion, in fact, in the not 'v holly p]easurable scrutiny of 
his life and character IllY labors have forced upon IDO, 
judging fronl the record since 1848 and from prac- 
tices notorious for more than a quarter of a century, 
I have often wondered ,vhat Sam really did preach 
,vhen he ,vas a Mormon elder. 
But as Casey said of his Sing Sing experiences, 
Sam'
 early l)iety should not now be raked up against 
hiln. He was a leader in Israel as long as it paid; 
and all ,vise leaders lay do\vn their arn1S when the 
relnuneration fails, for in religion as in \var money is 
half the battle. 
Y et with all these repulsive qualities flung in with 
other scarcely Inore palatable ingredients to the COIn- 
position of this character, the occasion of 1851, as I 
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have before renlarked, needed just such an instru111cnt. 
Analyze still closer the qualities here present, and see 
ho\v ,veIl they fit the exigency. Principle ,ve regard 
as a nobler and Inore desirable qualit.y than unbridled 
passion; yet principle alone ,vould not have struck 
the sudden blo\v that stunned the nlonster of 1851. 
Au evenly balanced mind ,vherein justice cahnly sits, 
and soothing piety and all the s\veet amenities of life 
find \velcome, ,ve look upon as lnore lovely than the 
ruling po,ver of nlan roused to vindictive hate and 
bloody revenge; and yet neither justice, piety, nor 
civility alone ,vould have delivered the city in 1851. 
The disease ,vas passionate, hateful, bloody; so ","'cre 
the tilnes, and bloody, hateful, passionate lllust be the 
cure. To odious, soul-bespattered, spiteful Sanl, the 
cOlTIlnon\vealth of California o,ves Inuch. 
No,v turn to the president of the 1856 COillluittee. 
Fron} a lunlber business in St Louis, Williall1 T. 
Colcl11an came to California in the SUlnnler of 1840 
gold-hunting; but traffic captured him, first at the 
teuted city of Sacranlento, carrying hinl thence to 
Placerville, and finally to San Francisco and 
 e\v 
York. His early life \vas the school of business ex- 
perience: a hand-to-hand conflict ,vith fortune, ,vhere 
lusty strength ,vas guided by ,vits ne\vly \vhetted each 
luorning for the day's encounter. During this part 
of his career I find no trace of questionable tran
ac- 
tions, of business aberrations, and those douLle deal- 
ings, not to say fraudulent failures and do\vnright 
s\vindles, ,vhich stain the early record of so many \vho 
have since achieved pecuniary succ
,s. 
On the contrary, l\Ir Colenlan's life has been one 
of honorable exalnple fronl the beginning. Brought 
into pronlinence by superior skill and application, Loth 
at horne and abroad, his good nanle has cver becn a 
shining mark for calulTIny, yet al\vays one frolll \vhich 
the fiery darts of evil-nlinded men fell harlIlless. No 
man has done Inure to elevate t.he standard of COlll- 
mercial morals in California or to strengthen the 
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comn1ercial credit of San Fra.ncisco. During the 
eastern financial panic of 1857, \v hen confidence \\7a8 
shakcn and California's reputation particularly 10\Y, 
aln10st single-handed 1\1:1' Colen1an \vrought in N e\v 
York an entire revulsion in feeling concerning Pacific- 
coast credits. If there bé one \VhOnl it \vere safe to 
hold up as a Inodel Californian, this is the Juan. 
Thro\ving hin1self into the vortex of adventure \vith 
all the ardor of high an1bition, and \vith a n1Înd of 
that highly ten1pered metal susceptible of the keenest 
edge, carefully avoiding lllean\vhile the shoals upon 
\vhich so III any noble characters ,vere ,vrecked, ,vIlo 
of eight thousand ,vas a fitter chief than he? In 
honc::;ty, practical sense, and presence of mind he ,vas 
not surpassed by Theu1istocles. 
Destined like Cæsar to success divine, in him ,vas 
cOIn billed in a relnarkable degree moral and physical 
courage. Without t.he slightest approach to\vard 
rù\vdyisln, ,vithout pugilistic proneness in heart or in 
lUanneI', p;referring to the last lHOIDent the logic of 
nlÌnd to the logic of nluscle, keeping his fine physique 
under the cuulcst control uf intellect, he could never- 
thclc::;s, upon the failure of arglunent, eU1ploy the 
ultilnate appeal ,vith conSUl1unate force. In the 
Burdue-Stuart affair, as 've have seen, his prepara- 
tion for the cOlubat \vhich he sa\v brewing on that 
Sunday 1110rl1ing ,vas to go 110lne and change !liB 
Sunday clothes for his every-day apparel; yet in the 
hot exercises of that day none ,vere cooler, none 
111ingled lllore earne
tly in the exciting duties, and 
none did lllorc to (luiet the troubled. sea. 
If there be one () uality 1110re detestable than another 
to the average Calitornian lnind, it is the quality of 
Incanness. A Inall lnay be lax in his payments, 
having a dull scn8e uf honor, of integrity; he lllay be 
illll1101'al, dishonest in a dashing ,vay, or even a fire- 
eater \vi th hUluan blood upon his hands; if he be not 
niggardly, abject, or socially sordid, all else may be 
forgi ven hitH. On the other hand, no luatter ho\v Îu- 
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telligent, or learned, or pious, or ,veal thy, or tOlnperate; 
no nlatter ho,," exact in the fulfilnlent of alllTIonetary 
and other obligations, if he be ,vhat is currently called 
n1ean, reptile - blooded, selfish, soulle8s, let hill1 be 
anatheu1a. California is not his country; unless, 
indeed, as S0111e seenl to do, he coyets contelnptible 
distinction, and revels in an atll10sphere of odiunl. I 
do not say that this is as it should be: I say that it is 
a
 it is. 
1fr Colelnan ,vas a Ulan of intellect, of sound prac- 
tical understanding, of genius if you like, and if his 
path had led through the more abstract realn1s of 
nlÌnd he ,vould have Inade his nlark in anyone of the 
various fields of intellectual an1bitiun, of science, states- 
n
anship, or jurisprudence. To a thorough education 
early acquired he added general information; he ,vas 
clninently intelligent and skilled in all the ,vays of 
commerce. 
When "vork ,vas to be done he was one ,vith the 
,vorkers; saying not" Go thou," but" Let us go." In 
non-essentials he ,vas in all respects yielding, but 
on vital points of policy or principle he ,vas as Gib- 
raltar. He liked to have his o,vn way, as '\ve all do, 
but his ,yay ,vas usually the best ,vay. When he 
could not have it, hO,\\Tever; \vhen his associates ruled 
against hinl, as was frequently the case, he yielded 
,yith as guod a grace as any man I ever knc,y. 
Though conciliatory to,vard inferiors, and to,var(l 
those ,vho follo,y,vell, should any attenlpt coercion 
he could be as haughty as a prince of Persia. 
To elevate in these pages any nlan as tho object of 
idolatry i8 foreign both to nlY taste and to lIlY purpose. 
Friend or foe, I ,vould ,yeigh every individual charac- 
ter claill1ing attention in the even balance of truth. 
Doubtless !\'fr Colenian has his ,veakncsses, his Ull- 
pleasing side, as overy one has; but I must confess 
lllY inability to find those glaring faults ,vhich critics 
delight in. If he has enelllics they are fe,,," and 
reticent; or else, belonging to that hybrid class of 
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politico-pugilists \vhom he hates, and fronl ,vhom I 
do not dra\v nlY estimates of character, I hear little 
of them. 
The executive COIlllllittee comprised the best talent 
in the city, and that :Th1r Colen1an ,vas the best man 
in the Committee for the position of president there 
can be no doubt. And the best talent of San Fran- 
cisco I hold to be as good as the best of any city on 
earth. In its ense1nble it presents a ,videly different 
appearance frOIll an association of the best talent of 
Boston or of London. To the prin1 and prudish such 
an assemblage might seeill crude and incongruous, 
lnight seem profane or inten1perate, might seenl lack- 
ing in a due regard to dress, lllanners, and forms of 
speech; but they \vould tell thel11 that brain po\ver 
does not depend upon the style of hat, nor the force 
of language upon its elegance, and that as honest 
hearts beat under plain buttons as under diamond 
studs. Not that these men, all of them, lacked culti- 
vation of 111inù or elegance of n1anners; but sinlply, 
they set no great store upon these things. The 
question ,vas not Ho\v nluch is he \vorth, ,vho 
,vas his grandfather, ,vhat does he know1 but What 
can he do? 
In one ,vord, at once cOlllprehensive and individual, 
these \vere Californians. There \vere never lllen like 
thenl before, and never "Till be again. They ,vere a 
race sui generis; they came, and are gone. l\Iany of 
them are living to-day, but they are not the Inen of '56; 
give to them a ne,v birth, unless creation be born ane\V 
,yith them, they are not their former selves. 
N o'v 
lr ColeIllan, though as thoroughly saturated 
a Californian as ever lived, WW:5 a gentieinan in the 
highest Sen8e of the term. He ,vas possessed of 
honesty and integrity, ,vhich some ,vho call thenIselves 
gentlen1en lack. lIe had a bright, clear intellect, 
trained and burnished, and a ,veIl stored n1Înd, al,vays 
ready for use-qualities \vhich Inany so-called gcn- 
tlclllon JCOGl supcrfluous. To qualities of lllind \vhich 
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did him honor ,vere added kindness of heart and genial 
courtesy. 
In physique he presented a figure ,vhich ,,,"ould be 
renlarked even in a senate chamber, or in any gather- 
ing of cultivated men any,vhere. Tall, large, synl- 
Inetrical in form, with a high intellectual forehead, and 
eyes of illilnitable depth and clearness, his presence 
,vas al,vays imposing, and ,vould indeed be felt as 
a\ve-inspiring ,vere it not for the visible good-huIDor 
that radiates from every feature. He is a nlan; place 
hinl any'v here you ,vill, and he fills the position. Yet 
,vith all his cOlnnlanding presence he drops to the 
level of his associates, whoever or ,vhatever they may 
be, with instinctive grace and dexterity. In hiln unite 
1110re than in any other nlan I ever met the dignity of 
sincerity ,vith genial affability. He 'vas essentially 
the most natural of men; there was nothing artificial 
about him. 
So ,vas 1\fr Brannan natural, caring neither for Goel 
nor man; but the t,vo ,vere quite different. In regard 
to the sterling qualities of heart and n1Ïnd, the char- 
acter of 1\11' Brannan ,vas cast-iron. Burnish it as 
you woulJ, it ,vas al,vays iron, rough and unyielding, 
,vhereas 1\11' Coleman's character I should liken to a 
golden nugget, unstalnped by conventionalities, but 
bright and polished as fronl sonle freshly split sierra. 


Next to 1\11' Coleman stood Clancey J. Dempster, 
in some respects the nlost remarkable man of the 
Inovement. A N e,v Yorker, son of a distinguished 
clergynlan, a portion of his early life was spent at 
Buenos Ayres, 'v here his father had charge of the 
Protestant nlissionary station; thence to a business 
house in Baltimore, and in 1849 to California, to IDeet 
and be made a partner by D. L. Ross, because of his 
business ability: 
From his father he seems to have inherited an 
evenly Lalanced, logiealnÜnd, untiring and pcrsiRtent 
energy, and no slnall degree of literary talent, ,vith a 
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love of the simple habits of a plain dOluestic hOlne; 
froln his lllother, a noble Christian 'VOlnan of good 
Scotch Presbyterian stock, a s\veet alniabilityof telnper 
and unselfish devotion to principle. SUlall of stature, 
of light complexion, ,vith a mild blue eye anù gentle 
lllien, he is the last person even a close observer 
\vould select for an inquisitor or pronounce the nlost 
uns\verving of a banù of stranglers. In 1856 he was 
t,venty-eight, but little more than boy in years, yet 
a Nestor in ,visdo1l1, with marked genius in certain 
directions. Light a candle and search the city dili- 
gently, and you \vill find no other such Ulan. 
He was the In oral ideal of vigilance as cornpared 
,yith Coleman, ,vho ,vas the physical; he ,vas the del- 
icate spring that held and regulated, "Thile the latter 
,vas the s\vift and po,verful engine that drove the 
lnachinery. Call it a reforn1ation, and he ,vas the 
J\Ielancthon of Colen1an's Luther; a revolution, and 
he \vas the Franklin of Colen1an's Hancock. Both 
"Till expend theulselves in devotion to a great principle 
for the public good; and while the actuating motive 
of the one is noble, the other is absolutely pure. 
Close, lllethodical, painstaking, and industrious in 
business, thorough and conscientious in all things, 
1\11' Denlpstcr Blust necessarily lnea::;ure othel'
 by the 
saIne 
tandard, and exact from public lllell the saIne 
faithful discharge of duty that is expected fron1 the 
honest private citizen. In fact, as regards culpability, 
he sees no difference in the la.xity, inefficiency, or dis- 
honesty of a public officer and those of the citizen. 
Under provocation he was restrained, al \va ys pre- 
ferring persuasion to force, considerate of others, 
though firln, persistent, and fearless in n1aintaining 
the right. Genial, charitable, cOlnpanionable, he ið 
over on the ,vatch tu serve and Blake others happy. 
Without any of the small or large vices incident to 
tClllpestuous experiences, incident par
icularly to Cal- 
ifornians, he enjoys a quiet home and the plea
ure8 of 
dOlllestic life. He is one ,vha gro\vs upon both a 
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friend and an ellonlY: the fornler finds in hin1 every 
day l110re to love, the latter Inore to fear. The \vido\v, 
the fatherless, the poor, the distrebbeJ, ever find in 
hin1 true and unostentatiou8 sYlnpathy and aid. Says 
one of lllY dictations: "The lllan \vho possessed In ore 
kno\v ledge of la 'v, of character, and had a better ap- 
preciation of the situations of things than any other 
111an, \vas 
Ir Dempster." Another calls hill1 a "cool, 
calculating, brave man; not a bit nervous; you can't 
frighten hini." 
By instinct and education he ,vas conservative. 
Tradition had done more for hin1, perhaps, than for 
any of hiB a
sociates. Though of Scotch puritan 
stock, he retained his principles, thanks to California, 
in a great measure free fronl puritan prejurlices. 
Regard him to-day, and notwithstanding the sulphur- 
ous flanles of 1856, \vith freedol1l of thought on all 
subjects, ,vith an intellect \vholly enutncipated. fronl 
puritan prejudices, he is as Rtrict in hi
 obedience to 
the la\vs of God and nlan, as careful of the rights of 
his neighbor, as sensitive to the call of duty, \vhether 
in the fanlily or in the state, as the purest puritan of 
thenl all. 
Difficulties seemed only to nerve hiln to greater 
effort, and danger to inspire hin) \vith greater courage. 
He was of all others a nlan for elnergencies; for it 
\vas then alone he gave full rein to his resources. 
The strength as \vell as the beauty of hi
 character 
lay in the Inarvellous blend.ing of 1l10de8t delueanor 
\vith unflinching courage, of luildness of speech \yith 
force úf \vill, and of that steadfast earnestness ,vhich 
neither di
eouragénlent could daunt llor success in- 
toxicate.. His deep (luiet enthusiaSlll bordered on 
the sublilne. So unselfish ,vas it that, although a110 
to fill the highest position, he ,vas contont ,vith any; 
although keenly alive to the faults and failures of biB 
associates, there \vas nothing captious, fault-finding, 
or unkind in hi
 critici81n
. To shirk responsibility; 
to ,vithhold tilHe) thought, or llloney ,yhCll the cause 
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demanded it, ,vere as unknown to him as obtrusive- 
ness, vanity, or affectation. 
In his intercourse ,vith his associates no less than 
in his conflicts ,vith his antagonists, he ,vas the per- 
sonification of discretion. His silence ,vas often Iuore 
po\verful than the lllOst ponderous or persuasive 
\vords of another. Positive in opinions, unflinching 
in the porforn1ance of \vhat he deemed his duty, and 
as unyielding to threats as cast-iron to the blo\vs of 
a lady's fan, there ,vas latent ,vithin hilll a power be- 
yond that of the 1110st noisy demonstration of unloosed 
and riotous forces. Let the storn1 rage, \vhether in 
the Executive chamber or before the arlnory of the 
Blues, the subtile electricity of his nature is sure 
in the end to equalize the \vild antagonisms of less 
happily balanced minds. 
SOIl1etilnes ,ve 
ee the rarest ,vit shine through a 
l:lelancholy face, sOluetin1es the serenest Inind tossed 
in an unquiet body; but far less often do \ve find in- 
crusted ,vith so placid an exterior an energy at once 
yolcauic and silent, joined to a keen, analytic, and far- 
sighted intellect. Given the course his Inildness and 
strength of lnind dictated, and the end ,vas clear 
frOIn the beginning. 
He ,vas by far the deepest thinker of them all. 
Though elegant to preciseness in his literary composi- 
tion, he \vas as ready to display his o\vn weaknesses 
as the kindly Horace or the latter's great imitator, 
Thackeray. Den1pster ,vas chairman of the committee 
on constitution and by-la\vs; and the able address of 
the executi vo to the general comlllittee on the final 
disbandn1cnt ,vas \vritten chiefly by him, l\lr Sn1iley 
IcnJing valuable assistance. 
If you have something to be done, give it to the 
busy IHan; do not give it to the man of leisure. By 
degrees the cause rested more and more heavily on 
Den1pster's shoulders, just as every responsibility in- 
cident to hUlllan affairs \vill shift itself from one to 
another until it finds the fittest support; so that the 
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natural shrinking fron1 pr0n1inence in affairs ,vhich 
characterized his first appearance gradually 'v ore 
a,vay, and day by day his influence seenled to 
broaden. No man had clearer or more direct concep- 
tions of the rights and duties of citizens of a common- 
,vealth to themselves and to each other; and it ,vas 
,vhen aroused by a sense of ,vrong committed that 
he ,vas strongest, most positive, and n10st efficient. 
Then the absence of physical vigor ,vas lost sight of, 
and his companions sa,v, and society felt, only the 
Inightiness of his n1ind. Day by day, as fresh J.utiet; 
,vcre laid upon hill1, he gre,v; his labors, except in 
physical application, fertilizing his abilities. 


Side by side with Coleman and Dempster stood 
Truett, and Far,vell, and Crary, and Dows, and 
Slniley, and others, superior in some qualities, in- 
ferior in others. Truett and Truett ,vere among the 
leading merchants of the city in ,vealth, position, and 
trade. They were not exactly brothers Cheeryble; 
}'Iiers F. Truett was vigilance and H. B. Truett 
rather inclined to,vard la, v and order. The forlncr 
,vas some,vhat southern in his proclivities, the latter 
northern; the former did not recognize the duello, 
the latter did. l\Ir Truett, by ,vhich designation l\lr 
J\Iiers F. Truett is al,vays meant, ,vas at one tinle the 
best business lnan on Front street. He ,vas afraid 
of nothing; a man of iron, morally and physically. 
Two heavy muscular teamsters ,vere one day fighting 
on the street, 'v hen Truett came along and seiziug 
each by the collar held them off at arln's-length, as 
the school-nlaster separates pugilistic pupils. 
In the trial of Terry, the chief justice, before the 
Committee, ,vhich ,vill be presented in due time, Truett 
,vas appointed to defend hin1; and so interested in the 
prisoner's fate did be become, so unremitting in his 
labors as advocate, that S01l1e believed, and openly 
alleged, that he had forgotten his duty as Committee- 
man, and ,vas, indeed, lost to the cause. Says one of 
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my dictations: "I think he is a man not to be depended 
upon. There ,vere two or three men ,vho, I anl satis- 
fied, used to tell the secrets of the Committee. Things 
,vould get out in a few hours. I think Truett ,vas one 
of thenl; another I think ,vas Dr Rogers. He \vas 
a great friend of Bout,vell, the comll1ander of the 
.f1cla1nS," and so on to stillillore serious charges. But 
I aln of the opinion that SUCll belief, expressed by a 
l11ember of the Executive above the suspicion of de- 
faming jealousy, else I ,vould not give it, arises from 
a simple misapprehension of character. 1\Ir Truett's 
enthusiasm partook of the chivalrous, and the depth 
of feeling evinced ,vhen the defence of a human life 
,vas placed in his hands speaks louder than ,vords the 
praise of his honesty and humanity. 
Captain James D. Farwell arrived in California 
from Maine by ,vay of Panamá in the spring of 1850, 
having shipped round Cape Horn the autumn previous 
the river stean1boat Tehama. He ,vas a Inember of 
the first Vigilance Con1111ittee, the safe-stealing by 
Jenkins occurring very near his store. One of his 
first exploits in the second Committee \vas the taking 
of t,vo field-pieces from the California Guard, to ,vhich 
duty he ,vas detailed. 
He \vas a Ulan of homely integrity, of single direct- 
ness of thought, stubborn in his sense of duty, and 
conscientious as before a po\ver greater than that \v hich 
threatens. One cannot be in the presence of this lnan 
long before one is satisfied that it ,vould be as impos- 
sible for hilll to think or act in any cause for effect, 
for praise, for any sinister end, as for the earth to leave 
its orbit. 
He is made honest; he cannot help it. Of all men 
he is one of the most conservative, in business, in 
n10rals, in fashion. His brain of toughest texture, of 
practical convolutions, unpolished by hypocrisy and de- 
ceit, is the last place ,vhere one ,vouId iook for loose or 
licentious ideas of good citizenship. Hard in its COTI1- 
mon-sense, 1110re adanlantine still in its conscientious 
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sense of duty, it is the last place one ,vould look for 
selfish an1bition or lurking designs on the \velfare of 
the city. Listen to hinl on the subject of his motive · 
in joining the COlnlnittee: 
"I ,vent into that Cornmittee ,vith as earnest a 
sense of duty as ever I elnbarked in anything in my 
life," he ,vrites in his narrative. "I ,vent into it as 
a religious duty to society, although I kne\v I ,vas 
going antagonistic to the la,v of my city and state, 
\vhich every good American looks upon ,vith a great 
deal of dread, certainly. After en1barking in it, as I 
did, \vith n1Y \vhole soul and deterlnination to purge 
the city of these abolninations, I and my cOlnpanions 
of the executive committee also, to a man, \vere 
governed by the purest n10tives. We sunk individual 
self entirely; and our only object ,vas to save the 
lives and property of the community." 
Far\yell \vas particularly efficient in marine matters. 
His courage \vas accompanied by that chivalric bear- 
ing ,vhich ,yorks even on an enerny, and that stubborn 
energy \vhich pauses at nothing short of success. He 
\vas the comn10dore of the organization, as to hinl 
\vere intrusted the little naval expeditions incident to 
the c3J11paign. He it was \vho chiefly n1anaged the 
preparations to take care of J\Ir Boutwell of the United 
States ship John A darns, in case of need, of which 
full particulars ,viII be given in due tiule. 
James Do,vs ,vas one \vhose intellect and capabil- 
ities developed ,vith the rapid evolution of the tilne. 
He \vas the John Randolph of the n10ven1ent; though 
in rough-and-readiness he Inight be likened to Zachary 
Taylor, in strange and blasphemous diction to An- 
dre\y Jackson, \vhile his rich humor, his tall, gaunt 
forIn, uns\verving truth, and hOinely, straightfor,vartl 
honesty \vere not unlike those of Abrahalll Lincoln. 
Though his sound sense bristled \vith eccentricitie
 
and his far-sighted judgment \vas striped \vith oddi- 
ties, \vhenever he chose to speak, \vhich ,vas often 
and loud, he did not lack for hearers. I-lis voice \"as 
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al\vays on the siùe of right; and his sarcaSlll ,vas a 
scourge to evil-doers. 
o Ii ver B. Crary was a n1an of plain persisten t 
honesty and single-hearted directness in speech and 
beha vior. Declining the position of captain of his 
company, known in the annals of the epoch as the 
'E
loody Seventh,' he accepted the post of first lieuten- 
ant, and so served to the end of the ever lllen10rable 
,veek at ,vhich our narrative is no\v resting. Soon 
after the organization of the military the Seventh and 
Seventeenth c0111panies \vere merged into one, with 
George Hossefross as captain. This man ,vas son1e- 
,vhat rough in reputation if not in reality; he had 
been fireman and militiarnan, and as such his expe- 
rience \vas of some value, so that not,vithstanding 
these \vere not the professions \vhich n10st delighted 
the qualification c
mmittee, especially \vhen the ap- 
plicant's breath \\--ras odorous ,vith politics, he was ad- 
lllitted and given, greatly to his delight, command of 
the Bloody Seventh. 
On one particular night, when deep designs \vere 
afloat, officers alone were permitted to stand guard at 
the Committee rooms. Hossefross was officer of the 
guard. The Bloody Seventh, the French Legion, and 
the Citizens' Guard under Captain Ellis, comprised 
the guard. 
Hossefross stationed his lieutenant, Crary, at the 
door of the Executive Committee, \vith instruc- 
tions to let no man pass either \vay \vithout special 
orders. That \vas Crary's post until t\velve o'clock. 
He had not been long on duty \vhen Far\vell, \vho 
,vas in the room, attempted to pass out. Up \vent 
Crary's gun, ,vhich \vas a Sharp rifle, and the auO'ust 
. .. 0 
InquIsItor \vas brought to a stand. 
"Take care, Crary I" exclaimed Far\vell, n10tioning 
aside the lllurderous weapon. "You kno\v l11e well 
enough; I an1 in haste and lnust go out." 
"I kno\v no man here I" \vas Crary's reply. 
Far\vell ,vas obliged to retire. When he returned, 
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which ,vas shortly after\yard, he had the pleasure 
of illfornling Crary that he was relieved froIn duty, 
and furtherillore that he \vas a nle1l1ber, that InOluent 
elected, of the Executiye Conìmittee. 
Dr R. Beverly Cole, surgeon-general of the Con1- 
lnittee, displayed not only public spirit anfl enthusiaSlll 
in the cause of right, but seemed ready to lay aside 
even those narro\ving professional prejudices \vhich, 
under the nalne of professional etiquette,. SCOlD so 
ready to sacrifice the cOlnfort, and even the life, of 
the patient to the jealousy of fornì or the caprice 
of feeling. Dr Cole \vas anlong the lIlOSt active in his 
efforts to consolidate the Inedical talent in the Com- 
Inittee; but this failing, he ever held himself ready to 
respond to any call \yhich Inight Le nlade upon hilH. 
It ,vas he \vho \yas first at ICing's bed:Úde, \vho at- 
tended stricken Vigilants, and \vho \vatched the life- 
vanishings of the executed. During the four l1lonths 
of active operation he kept in his stable a horse 
saddled day and night, that he 111ight the more 
prol1lptly respond to the vigilance signal. 
Tall, strong, straight as a pine, \vith a piercing 
black eye and a pronounced l1lanner, ThoIIlas J. L. 
Smiley \vas as active as he \vas hold and successful. 
J)uring the last 1110nth of the organization, particularly 
after having been elected vice-president, he proved a 
fine executive officer, and ,vas of great service to the 
association up to its close. 
Ir SnlÎley \vas one of 
the fú\v \vho began at the beginning and continued to 
the end; \vho prolnptly responded to the first tap of 
the bell on the night of the loth of June 1851, and 
continued to gro\v in efficiency and influence up to the 
final delDonstration, the 18th of August 185G. He 
,vas on the ,val' COl1ln1Ïttee part of tho tinle, and in 
the grandest achievelnent of the crusade; he \ras 
second to none in activity and bravery. Scouring tho 
to,yn at the head of a chosen conlpany, hunting the 
enemy in their retreat, seizing and bringing thelll to 
hcad-quàrters \vhen founJ, he felt like one in battle, 
POP. Tnm" VOL, II, 9 
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he said-all thought of danger being lost in the 
couraO'e of anilnal excitelnent. In hit; tlcalings \vith 
prisol
ers he \vas al,vays on the side of kindncss 'v hen 
kindness did not interfere ,vith dutJ. "Tonl Snliley," 
says a 11lel11ber of the Executive in his dictation, "\vas 
ve'-ry iufluential, very active and useful, though not of 
very good judgnlcnt." 
And again, "Snliley I don't think had a ,veIl bal- 
anced nlind; talked a great deal, \vas very excitable, 
but ready and pronlpt to carry out any 11leasure the 
COlTIlnittee thought necessary." The opinions of 
strong-n1inded, independent, brusque associates, ho\v- 
ever, \yhen expressed of each other, should al\vays be 
taken ,vith allo\vance. 

Ir Gillespie did a large amount of valuable ,vork 
in his position as chairlllan of the cOlnn1ittee on evi- 
dence, and it \vas of that kind \vhich n1ade but little 
display. Of striking physique, \vith fine intellectual 
features, and an affable and polite delneanor, nlany of 
his hard-thinking and rough-\yorking associates re- 
garded hinl in tho light of a pleasant, inoffensive gen- 
tlen1an, of no pronounced opinion or ability. But his 
labor consisted of quiet researcheR anù secret inyesti- 
gations rather than brilliant displays of skill or learn- 
ing, and as it \vas usually perforlned alone, his nearest 
neighbor knew not the extent of it. 
l-{'ichard 1\1. Jessup labored side by side with 111' 
Colen1an in 1nore perfect harlnony, perhaps, than any 
other n101nber. And ,,,"hile in unison \vith hinl in pur- 
pose and in action, he \vas roaùy to \vaive the honors; 
so that, being a nlan of lllarked respectaLility in the 
conlnlunity, he ,vas enabled to render the cau
e lllueh 
assistance. To\vard the latter part of the réJinlc he 
became infected \vith politics and retired fr0111 the 
Comlnittee. 
The duties and responsibilities of Secretary Bluxonle 
\vere very different in the second Conln1Ïttee from 
those of the first. Counsellor as ,veIl as scribe, cus- 
todian of tho arc-hi ves as \vell as of all the un\vrittel1 
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secrets of the association, he served this his second 
long ternl ,vith a steady patience ,vhich places hinl 
second to none in point of patrioti8nl of the pure antI 
unselfish quality. 
J. 'V. Brittan ,vas a good rnan; not so profound as 
Denlpster, nor so practical as Coleluan, nor yet 1:'0 
iinpul
Û ve as Truett, but cool, firnl, and uniinpassioned 
ahnost as stone. Like Jessup, he ,vas a devout fol- 
10,\Ter of the president, evincing, as Coleman t;aJs, "a 
readiness to take any direction that I nlight indicate, 
relying upon Iny judgillent and previous consideration 
,vithout explanation." , 
The French elenlent ,vas represented by En1Ïle 
Grisar, a bold, true Inan, clear-headed, and an able 
thinker and speaker and ready ,yorker. 
E. B. Goddard, the only gray-haired man in the 
Executive, ,vas enlinently conscientious and prudent. 
Doctor Burke ,vas a patient and enthusiastic ,yorker. 
A. L. Tubb
, F. W. Page, and W. 1-1. Tillinghast ,vere 
anlong tho best IHen in the C01l1n1Ïttoe. ..AJI these and 
lnany others did their quota of \vork, took their share 
of the responsibility, and cOlllnlendcd theillsel yes to 
the approval of their as
ociates and to that of the 
cOlllnlunity. 
Then there ,,,"ere fiery little George 'Vard, holding 
over froin the first COinmittee, and Thonlp
on, aud 
Tillinghast, and lnany others-I cannot analyze their 
characters, all of theuI, pleasing a8 is the task. " These 
IHen," ,v rites 1\lr DenIpster, "and others, ,vho Ion:; 
ago laid dO'Yl1 to rest, and perhaps are ahnost fen'- 
gotten by the conlll1unity for ,\. hich they perillcd 
III ore than life, \vere unconscious heroes, in
tinct ,yith 
such love of justice and the right, that ::,acrifi'ccs and 
perils encountered in the cause conferred only plca
:- 
ure, and perhaps scarcely increased their o\vn :-;elf- 
respect. 1 have neyer seen in any other ol'ganizatio:l 
,vith 'v hich I have been connected such (Y'('neral dcyo- 
b 
tion to duty, such unselfish ilìdifièrcllcc to the hO
lord 
or the praises ,vhich n1Ïght Le oLtaincd, or so lIttle 
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of that jealous segregation into cliques and indulgence 
in little anilllosities." 
In all the Comnlittee there ,vas no man better fitted 
to his place than 1\Iarshal Doane, the central figure 
of the n1Ïlitary. And I doubt if in the annals of 
human ,varfare an example can be found of a civil- 
ian unexpectedly called to general three thousand 
unexpectedly called civilians ",.ith such a sho\ving as 
that of the Sunday next after the assassination. It 
,vas this quickness of perception and adaptability of 
resources to necessity, the instantaneous and intuitive 
kno,vledge of cure, absorbed as it 'v ere frolll the 
disease itself, that claims our highest adn1Ïration 
throughout this entire moveillent; and in these re- 
spects none lllay clain1 higher distinction than J\larshal 
Doane. vVhether it \vas that his success operated in 
his eyes as a n1agnifying mirror, leading to the dis- 
covery in himself of yet another ne\v and \vonderful 
talent ,vhich this flush of popularity alone could bring 
to its unfolding, or \vhether 111erCenary anlbition 
Inarked hilIl for its o,vn, I kno\v not; but llluch as I 
admire the III an , n1uch as San Francisco and this 
history are iI).debted to hilll for beneficial and brilliant 
services, truth conlpels nle to uncover his char- 
acter, and disclose the only blot I find upon it, a 
blot of such discoloration that had all the 111elllbers 
of this fraternity been so tinctured, or any consider- 
able portion of then1, perdition ,vould have been the 
consequence. 
Unfortunately, to,va.rd the latter part of the cam- 
paign this marvellous organizer and truly ,vorthy and 
efficient man lost that singleness of purpose \vhich 
,\?as the charm and sanctification of the rnovement, 
becanle selfish, and sought to prostitute his good \vork 
and position in the COInmittee for personal advantage. 
In a word, he sold hilllself, his popularity, his good 
name for office. He ,vas elected sheriff of the city 
and county of San Francisco, though not until after 
the disbandillent of the C01l1rnittee, and he Inade an 
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excellent officer. This in itself \vas not so heinous an 
offence, had he not thought of it \\Thile in the Conl- 
n1Ïttee, and there prostituted hin1self, his strength and 
influence, to politics. 
I do not say that there \vere no others of the Ex- 
ecutive \vho \vere not above using the hearts of the 
people and the holiness of their cause as the stepping- 
stone to place, provided the office \vas high enough. 
I do not say that there \vere not those \vho \voulcl not 
have declined the presidency of the United States hat1 
it been offered then1; but I do say that as a body 
there never before \vere fifty men having in their 
hands the political po\ver \vielded by these fifty who 
laid it do\vn so gracefully, thus vindicating thelI' high 
and holy integrity throughout all time. IIad the 
tendency of the Executive been sinister, such as arc 
almost all bodies in any \vise related to our political 
system, especially those loud in their profes
ions of 
disinterested patriotisln and public good, in the place 
of a 1110ral revolution this \vould have been a nloral 
rebellion; instead of a reform it \vould have been a 
riot; instead of vigilance, the highest and holiest 
principle of associated hUlnanity, it \vould have becn 
Illobocracy the lo\vest and most profane. Further 
than this, he \vho served in this Con1nlittee and ac- 
cepted office in consequence of it, gave the lie to every 
protestation, and displayed the pre
ence of only the 
shado\v of a man. 
l\Ir Coleman takes the right vie\v of it \v hen he 
says: "While \ve openly held and declared that it \",as 
unbeconling in any pron1inent Inenlber of the COln- 
nlÎttee to entertain any 8UCll ulterior vie\vs, and un- 
\vorthy of thelll, and unjust to the \vhole C0l11u1Ïttee 
to ever after\vard accept office, or directly or indirectly 
accept office or gain of any kind arising out of en: 
frolil any of the labors or the results of the laLot's of 
that COilllllÎttee, yet it \vas of CuUI.::;O in1possible to 
bind or even control \v hat shoulJ con1e after tho 
lis- 
solution or disbandlnent of our organization, and \ve 
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could only look to it as best \ve Inight that ,vhile ,ve 
""ere toO'ether no po,ver or position should be prosti- 
tuted t
 such end, so far as lay ,vithin us to discover 
and prevent it. I never blalned Doane for accepting 
office after,vard, or rather never censured hilll ,vith 
any severity
had no ill-feeling about the ll1atter. It 
111Ïght be considered rather a fine-dra,vn assun1ption 
on lIlY part, a superlatively chivalric vie\v of the 
nlatter, ,vithout a right to expect so n1uch; but still 
I sincerely regretted the fact of his or any other prOlll- 
inent lllember accepting any office of profit, because 
,ye really undertook the ,york ,vithout a selfish end or 
ainl in vie,v, and the large body strictly, rigidly, and 
tenaciously held to that vie,v, and to that rule of 
action, and it ,vas one of the sources of our chiefest 
pride that ,ve could truly say that all ,ve did ,vas for 
the good of society, and of Illorality, and that ,ve gave 
our till1e, efforts, and n10ney, and risked all that ,ve 
had in the ,vorId ,vithout ever having any share in the 
results, directly or indirectly, not held by those \vho 
,vere least connected ,vith and farthest removed fron1 
any participation in our operations." 
Under Doane ,vas a score as good officers, as 
gallant, brave, and devoted lllell as ever dre,v blade 
for the right, an10ng 'VhOIll ,vere Olney, Ellis, Curtis, 
Pinto, Johns, Ebbitts, Lippitt, and Bartlett. The 
,,
hole rank and file were cOlnposed of 111en seldon1 seen 
playing 80lJier, and though lllany of then1 had never 
before shouldered a n1usket, such ,vere their intelli- 
gence and zeal that a fe\v days' vigorous and atten- 
tive drill \vas sufficient to n1ake of them efficient 
111en- killers. 
1\Iany :-:;erved in the rankR as conl111on soldiers ,vho 
,vould not accept seats in the Executive though enti- 
tled thereto in every respect by ,vealth, intelliO'ence, 
and respectability. Of such ,va
 Thon1as H. Selby, 
a l11erchant of the Colelllan staInp, true and pure as 
the all-regulating sun, aftcr,vard Inayor of San Fran- 
cisco, and in all his relations, private and social, beyond 
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t,he SUspICIon of reproach. Of such ,yere John O. 
Earl, San1uel Soulé, George H. 1 fo,vard, Charles R. 
Story, S. P. Webb, 'V. 'V. l\Iontague, H. S. Gates, 
and a thou:-;and others. 

Iany n10ro there ,vere ,vhose nalnes ,vith equal 
propriety I 111ight Inention; but enough, I trust, has 
been given to enable the reader to fornl a just con
ep- 
tion of the character and quality of the Executive 
Conll11ittee. In every a
Bociation, even of able Il1en, 
there are SOlTIe 
who fail in that efficiency ,vhich conl- 
111ands aåll1Ïration; and this not through lack of en- 
thusiasnl, or even necessarily of ability, for such lllay 
be ill-fitted to duties or harnpered in the discharge of 
theine ALle 111e11 are not all equally able in different 
departl11ents of usefulness. There is as lnuch genius dis- 
played in adjusting character and talents to the ,vork to 
be perforlned as in the perforlllance of a great ,vork. 

rhere ,vere in the Executive C0l11n1Îttee t,vo distinct 
clenlents, the only abstract principles \v hich at any 
time divided the nlelubers of the association or any 
connnittee of the association. Indeed politics, re- 
ligion, Inorality, and all the great questions affecting' 
society being strictly esche,vecl, all ex
ept the one 
great question of crin1e and its punislunent, there 
,vas really nothing else to divide upon than SiIllply 
as to tho intensity of the refor111. "In a body of that 
t.ind," says one of the Executive, "there are cer- 
taill al,vays ready to hang any l11an; and half a ùozen 
have to he restraining the hot-headed portion." There 
"ras the radical eleulent and the conservative elelnellt, 
the fornler in favor of inflicting extrcn1C punislllllent 
on all offenders ,vithout too careful inquiry into the 
nature and extent of guilt and the legal penalty at- 
tached to it, the other taking no step except after the 
1l10st careful consideration, and inflicting uo ponalty 
beyond that applied Ly la\v, autl that only after the 
guilt of the crÍI11illal ,va
 established Leyolld a perad- 
venture. Fortunately the conser\Tativo::-:; ,vore suffi- 
ciently in the lllajori'ty to huld the others in check, 
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other\vise their bark ,vould have split upon the rocks 
before \vel1 outside the harbor. 
The leaders of the COlnmittee found that they had 
undertaken a task ,vhich taxed their utn10st "Tisdoll} 
and energy; but they appear never to have faltered 
in council, never to have hesitated 'in the field. 
Throughout all their trials, their perils, their telnpta- 
tions to excess in the use of ahno
t unlin1ited po\ver, 
their associates honored them \vith uns\verving faith 
and an adherence ,vhich deseryed the triunlphant 
success that finally cro\vned their efforts; a success, 
ho\vever, \von only after a struggle bet\veen the forces 
of the C0l111nittee and the civil and nlilitary po,vers 
,vhich at one tin1e had ,veIl nigh assulned the propor- 
tions of a revolution. 
Under their auspices an extraordinary and conlplete 
system of police \vith lnagical celerity sprang into 
existence over the entire country. In tracking crin1c 
their scent ,vas sure, their ain1 unerring. They under- 
took nothing that they did not execute; they n1ade 
no Inistakes in their arrests and executions. No in- 
Docent lnan suffered at their hands. Prudence and 
Dloderation characterized their conflict \vith crin1e 
on the one side and law on the other. Four only 
of the \vorst criminals the San Francisco Con1- 
mittee extern1Ínated, the rest they drove fron1 the 
country-an ahnost bloodless victory when \ve con- 
sider the result accoInplished. Posterity ,viII rise 
in ho
nage to the majesty of mind displayed on these 
occaSIons. 
"They manifested a marvellous po\ver to control 
excited llluititudcs, to develop their capacities, and 
turn their energies into channels of action," says 1\11" 
Delnpster, ,vho, though he ,vas one of theIll, sa\v 
further into theIn, into their nature and design, into 
their little alnLitions and their large unselfishness, 
than any other. They had no tilHe for long discus- 
sions on the sacredness of la\y. "Soule questions \vill 
iInprove Ly kecpinJ" \vith Daniel \Vebstcr they used 
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to say. The London TiJne::; asscrted of them, after 
their \vork ,vas done, that thcy had sho\vn sufficient 
ability to found a state organization, a nation, if cir- 
CUlllstances had den1anded its exercise. 
Stolid physical bravery 11l0st of then1 po
sessed, 
sonle in a relnarkable degree. At the thundering at 
once of a hundred Sinais I should not expect to see 
then} quail. But far above and iUlmeasurably superior 
in its texture to their physical courage ,vas their high 
l110ral courage. I t needed nerve for the most la\y- 
abiding of 111en to break the la\v, to arraign the la\vand 
place it on trial for dereliction of duty, to incarcerate 
and try for his life the highest judicial official, to seize 
and hold \vith a grasp of iron the state governnlent, 
and respectfully to ,varn off federal authority. For 
those to do this ,vho haJ honor, households, reputa- 
tion, ,vealth, love of God, and love of country at 
stake, I say called up a courage superior to that of 
the savage \v ho taunts his torturing enemy or of the 
fanatic \vho to ,yin heaven submits hi
 body to the 
flallleB. 
As time and events manifested conclusively that 
the Conllnittee desired the public good and not privato 
or individual advantage, public opinion ranged itself 
on their side; and before they voluntarily resigned 
the po\ver \vhich appeared resistless, and disbanded 
their forces, a strong 111ajority of the people of Cali- 
fornia syn1pathized \vith their efforts and rejoiced in 
their success. 
Though theirs ,vas the an1plest influcnce, as a rule 
they \vere free fron1 alnbition's crime; Inoderate, reso- 
lute, the strongest \vere the least pretcnding, being 
no less \vise in council than efficicnt in action. Theirs 
,,;-as the \yisdom of COlnn1on-sense; theirs the great- 
neSb of sinlplicity. All the people kne\v thcn1, and 
believed in then1, believed then1 to be outside the poul 
of brain-fuddling forr11s, kne\v thenl as Ulon of iron 
\vill and iron ncrve, true to then1selves and to occasioll. 
It scolned that ahuost on the instant circulnstances 
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had purged thenl of their traditional superstitions, even 
as Theodorus, Rabelais' royal physician, "Tho, to cure 
Gargantua of the \vickedness of his heart and the per- 
versity of his brain, purged hinl canonically, so that 
he nlÌght forget all he had learned froln other teachers. 
\\Thile rigidly restricting theillselves in the exercise 
of the po\ver assunled, the leaders of the nl0veUlent 
sought by every Ineans in their po\ver to inlpress 
upon their follo\yers that the great duty of the organ- 
ization ,vas to execute the spirit of the la\ys ,vhich 
had so long been defied; that the existence of the 
Conllllittee sprang fi-oln a universal deterlllination 
that these should thenceforth be enforced, and that 
their duties 111Ust be linlited to a dispassionate and 
inlpartial outpouring of the essence of la\v \vhich 
l11ight not be dissipated by suicidal adherence to 
forln, ,vhen it ,vas found that such action defeated 
that protection of life, liberty, and property ,vhich 
la\v is established to Inaintain. 
The acts of the executive comn1ittee ,vere singu- 
larly free from blunders. I search in yain for one 
serious error of judgnlcnt, or for a signal failure in 
the atteillpted execution of their purpose. Fronl 
their organization to their disbandlnellt, \visdolll, cool- 
ne8S, and courage characterized all their actions. 
It is easy to lnagnify lllotives which actuate either 
good or eyil results. Al\vays I strive to deliver 111Y- 
self fronl this propensity. And yet it seen1S to 111e 
that the candid observer of heroic actions \vhich illu- 
llline the high\vays of history fails to discover higher 
or purer considerations than those ,vhich governeJ 
these Inen. The lust of po\ver ,vas not apparent; 
for ,vhat is po,ver \vhere identity is lost 1 Honor1 
They shrank frolll it, and s\vore to each other a solen1n 
oath that their deeds should be secret. Wealth 1 
Their labors cost then1 HIuch tiule and 111011ey, ,vith no 
hope of any return, not participated in by the"huluLlest 
citizen, unless, indeed, it should be in the shape of the 
anatheulas of tho:se \v ho opposed theIu. I see no- 
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,yhere in history, I say, greater unselfishness. You 
do not find it in religion, in lnissionary enterprise, in 
any kind of proselytisnl. All religion, even that of 
the lneek and lo,yly Jesus, is based upon selfishness: 
Do good and receive the re,vard. Patriotisnl, ,y hich 
covers hypocrisy, is the lo,vest forlll of selfishness; 
The open and honest money-nlaker is a noblelnan 
beside hilll ,vho plays upon the un
elfish instincts of 
his fello\vs for his o,vn selfishness. 
Patriots, indeed! I ,vould not insult these 111en by 
cal1ing thenl patriots. What is a patriot? One 'v h
 
loves hinlself supreIl1ely, anù his country a little be- 
cau
e he happened to be born in it. One \yho in 
seeking public favor seeks not the public good, but 
Iago-like, hilnself. Patriotisnl is but a reflex forl11 of 
self-love. The Frenchlnan loves hinlself and France. 
Tu hin1 art, science, and literature are French. Great 
lHen are Frenchn1en, great thoughts and learning are 
French thoughts and French learning. Blot froI11 
the earth PariR, and froln the earth civilization is 
blotted; 
ink France, and there is no ,vorld left. The 
German hates FrenchlTIûn and France,' but loves 
Gerlnans and GerlTIany. His talk is of Gerlnany, 
her unity, her philosophy, her science, church, and 
army; and so on. The purity of purpose, the holy 
and unselfish considerations ,vhich urged for\vard 
t
lese nlen of vigilance, ,vere as Inuch superior to ,vhat 
is conunonly called patriotislll as is Chri:::;t superior 
to Belial. Socrates says a ,vise Inan keeps out of 
pu Llie business. There ,vcre sonle as ,vise as Socrates 
in the Executive C0111n1Ïttee. They no,v held po\vcr, 
but it \vas only in trust. .JIensura ill}
is 1.'["; crat. 
This they believed, that po, vel' ,vas the lllca
ure of 
right, and that it ,vas not their o\vn but the people's. 
l\lartyrs are Inade of tough fibre. 
Here ,vas true nobility, true godliness, true Inanli- 
ness. Throughout their ,vhule life; long after a kllo,yl- 
edge of their secrets ceased to expo
e theu} to any risk, 
anù 'v hen alllong their fello\v -citizens it ,va
 counteù 
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an honor to have been ranked anlong the nunlber, 
each seelned to shrink from pronlinence in the affàir, 
or to take to hinlsclf any special credit for any speeial 
act. " No," each spoke for hin1self, "I ,vas but one 
in the great assembly, and I ,viII not do hundreds in- 
justice by arrogating to 111yseIf credit, or appearing 
nlore conspicuous than they, before the ,vorld." 
Coleman, Dempster, Truett: and the rest, long 11lay 
your lllemories be fragrant in the hearts of Califor- 
nians; long Ina y your nanles be held in grateful 1'e- 
nlCll1brance by generations to COlne! As gold to 
dross, in the evolutions of refining civilization your 
pure purposes shall stand beside the so-called patriot- 
iSlll of selfish statesnlen; as glorious sunlight to son1bre 
night, beside the piety of cant, the record of your 
deeds shall shed their radiance, blessing your children 
and your children's children till day and night are 
one! 
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THE LA\V AND ORDER PARTY. 


A long train of these practices has at length unwillingly convinced me 
that there is something behind the throne greater than the king himself, 
JVUliam Pitt. 


THE ternl La,v and Order Party is often applied to 
opposers of Popular Tribunals throughout this ,york. 
I t may be ,veIl more clearly to define the terln as 
herein used, and also the character of the persons 
conlposing it. 
The party is never a palpable organization like the 
''''-igilance Comnlittee; it is seldonl an association; 
yet the anteposition, which conlmonly takes upon 
itself this nalne, is always present ,vherever there is 
a popular tribunal. I t is the natural enenlY of any 
idea or principle not nleasured by stereotyped forms. 
In the assulnption of this nanle it ilnplies that its 
lnelnbers believe in and conform their conduct, ,vhatso- 
ever the enlergency, strictly to the exi8ting la ,vs, and 
that by so doing alone can order be maintained in the 
cOllilnunity. Per contT'a, popular tribunals, by breaking 
the la,v, engender only disorder. This position is 
stoutly maintained; as to thè honesty and intelligence 
of those so holding, I leave it to the reader of these 
pages to judge. 
But before questioning the sincerity or ,visdom of 
those 'v ho sty Ie thenlsel yes promoters of la \v and 
order par excellence, let us glance for a nlOlllent at 
the l)(Jr'sonncl of the respective parties. 
Comnlittecs of vigilance ,yere forlned for the nlost 
part of nlen of substance and character, of those 
( 141 ) 
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havina SOlne stake in the conllnon,vealth. They ,ycre 
nlen 
f property, of fanlily: 111erchants, nlechanics, 
farnlers, lnillers-,vorkingnlen all. In their rank:::; 
,vere found producers, 'v ho by the labor of their hand:J 
feed the .,vorld; those of industrial and con11nercirJ 
pursuits, ,vho by their brain build cities and ch"ivo 
for"
ard civilization. This is the clas
 upon ,vhich 
criIne preys; this is the class 'v hich ll1USt support not 
only the crill1inals theulselves, but courts and their 
satcHitcs tolerated for the suppression of criule. Fronl 
thiH class govcrnors, legislators, and judges dra,v their 
pay; frolll this class corrupt officials stet.l. Crinle 
fattens on the fruits of industry, and la\vyers fatte:l 
on crin1e. The interests of the industrial class lie 
not on the side of governlnent, unless it be good 
gOYCrnlnent. They ,ycre the bone and sine\y of tho 
land, these IneH of vigilance, ,vhose traditions fostered 
a love of truth, justice, and Hlorality, and \v hose futuro 
depended upon their keepiug these things inyiolate. 
On the other hand, the la\v and order party ,vas 
cOInposed of non-producers, for the 1110St part respect- 
able n18111bers of society, but ,vho, in C01nlllon \"ith 
crilninals, obtained support not by adding to the 
nlaterial ,vealth of the cOInnlunity, but by defending 
prcducers fron1 the sharks and vultures that prey 
upon them. These \vere office-holdcrs,judgcs, la\vyers, 
sheriffs, policeInen, jail-keepers, politicians,la,v-nlakcrs, 
and such nondescript subalterns, contractors, de1na- 
gogucs, Inanipulators of elections, and hangers-oIl aB 
found food or profit in the lc..,\"'. Military 1Hen nlust 
likew"ise support the govcrunlent, else their occupation 
i
 gone. These ,vitl\ their associates, sYInpathizcrs, 
and organs ranged thcIllselves on the side of 'v hat 
they pleased to can la,v and order, and opposed any 
interference of the industrial class in the affairs of 
governUlent. 
I do Hot 
ay that this digtinction ,vas arbitrary or 
l
niYersal. 

any .l?,\yyers, preferring purity to old- 
tUlle conventionahtIcs, took sides ,vith the reforul 
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party; n1any officers of the la,v, nlilitary n1en, and 
governlnent enlployé
 resigned their positions and 
joined the ranks of the popular tribunal. But in the 
lnain, the lnaterial conlposing the t,vo parties ,va:3 
such as I haye described. The public press, follo\ving 
the direction of its o,vn interests, like,vi
e di yided, 
SOllle taking their stand on one side and SOlne on tho 
other. 
There Y.Tas yet another sentinlent that strnngly in- 
fluenced this division of opinion as to the right and 
fitness of this uprising. It so happened that the con1- 
n1ercial and industrial interests of the country at that 
tiule ,vere Inostly in the hands of those born and 
educated in the northern states of the republic, ,vhile 
the affairs of governn1ent ,vere n10re particularly 
looked after by those \vho had come hither frolH the 
south. Northerners and foreigners naturally took to 
,york and trade, ,vhile southerners as naturally becanlo 
politicians, ran for office, practised la,v, and filled official 
positions. Follo,ving their chivalrous proclivities, they 
lightly e
teenled labor, and held la,v, politics, anlilike 
professions the only occupations befitting a gentlel11an. 
lIence it ,vas, ,vhen shopkeepers, clerks, drayu1ell, 
carpenters, and blackslniths questioned the policy of 
these natural lords of governn1cnt, thcy ,vel'e looked 
upon as ilnpertincnt fello,vs, nleddlers in nlatters 
,vhich did not concern then1. "\Vhen they ,vent fur- 
ther, and dared to lay their horny hand upon the sacred 
altar of justicc, they ,yere denounced as ilupious la,v- 
1)rea1\:ors, viulators of constitutionalliberty,defanlcrs of 
tin10-honorcd tenets, profane, and traitorous. 011 the 
other hand, the practical Inen t)f ,york and bu
iness 
assertcd 1110st clnphatically that if la,v and h1'V officers 
could not and ,yould not suppres
 crilne they "Tould 
do it thenl
clves, in Hpite of statutes, custoln, or any- 
thing else. Though cursed by faction
, the people arc 
the po,yer, and if rou
ed Ly rank accunl ulated ,vrong::; 
they villdieate it. 

rhc contcst ,--;Tagcd 
t this time bct,veen yigilancc 
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and la,,, and order ,vas lTIOre bitter than ,ve can 110'V 
,veIl realize. Spreading to a greater or less degree 
among all the cOlnmunities of the Pacific slope, it 
separated friends, divided families, and armed brother 
against brother in deadly hostility. All nature gyrates 
to the right; the opposers of vigilance ,vere no, v t\vist- 
ing sadly to the left. 
I do not wish to be understood as charging hypoc- 
risy upon all those opposing popular tribunals. Those 
,vho live by the la,v, the high-priests of legal tribunals 
,vhose fires cannot be kept burning but by devout and 
hUlnble worshippers, it is difficult for such as these 
al,vays to see clearly, least of all to allo,v the profane 
rabble to tamper \vith their deity. Hence there ,vas 
present honest difference of opinion, or ,vhat ,vas called 
opinion, ,vhat perhaps the several opponents really 
believed to be opinion. For Inuch of that ,vhich 
people call opinion, much of that ,vhich they really 
believe to be honest conviction, is nothing In ore than 
passion, prejudice, or partisan bias, based on self- 
interest, pride, education, and association. Evidence, 
and the careful balancing of the right and 'vrong of 
a question, do not enter into it at all. l\Ien ,vill to 
believe right that ,vhich accords ,vith their interest, 
'v hich is not belief, but desire. Biassed by interest or 
feeling, it is in1possible for the merchant to look upon 
a matter ,vith the eyes of the la,vyer, or the man of 
conservative ideas ,vith those of a reformer. Opinions 
are ,varped even in the ablest minds by the most 
trivial circumstances. Labor and capital, coöperatiye 
and private enterprise, employers and employed, agri- 
C'ulture and con1nlcrce, look upon questions frolll differ- 
ent sid.es, and arrive at decisions often diametricalJy 
opposed, honest, but erroneous. 
And yet it is passing strange, if these men 'v ere 
honest and intelligent, that they could not see the 
falsity of their position, the inconsistency bet\veen 
their doctrine and their deeds. For of allinenlbers of 
the community these o la, v and order Inen ,vere the 
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first to right their ,vrongs, and break any la,v that 
did not suit then1. 
La,vand order: that ,vas the nan1e they gaye it. 
A ,veIl sounding nan1e, especially in the lllouths of 
rogues and politician8. But here on thi8 coast had 
been la,v ,vithout order for years, and at last the 
people ,vere deter1l1ined to have order, even at the 
sacrifice, if necessary, of the fornls of la \v. La \v had 
become crin1inal, and IllUst be put upon trial by the 
people for dereliction of duty. Good 111en left their 
business to perfor1ll jury duty reluctantly; stra\v-bail 
and false \vitnesses ,vere plenty and cheap. The 
public Illind, furtherlllore, seems to have becoillo 
calloused, and the sensibilities even of the better cla8
 
blunted; pistols, knives, and slung-shot8 had becolue 
to be regarded as. adjuncts of life in California, if 
not a necessity, and their use no\vand then ,vas ex- 
pected as a lllatter of course. Respectable citizens, 
even those ,vho felt it a con
cientious duty, in connnon 
with all good 111en, to attend the polls on election 
day and cast their vote in their country's interests, 
kept a,vay on account of the ro\vdyislIl and fighting 
which rendered the place unsafe. 
"Law or 110 la\v," exclainl the men of vigilance, 
"the cause is just because it is necessary." "Ho\vever 
pure your motives," return the men of la\v and order, 
"ho,veyer necessary your stringent measures, you are 
,varranted by no la\v, your acts are \yithout founda- 
tion in right; therefore ,vhon you take hunlan life, 
though it be of an open and notorious foe of society, you 
do a fearful \vrong, you under1I1ine the edifice of social 
order, you commit murder." "We have cOllu11itted 
various acts of insurrection," continue the I11en of 
vigilance, "in a88en1Lling in nunlbers to accon1pli
h 
by force n1easures not sanctioned by our ,vritten la\vs, 
in taking a large share of crinlÏnal jurisprudence into 
our hands \vithout ,varrant, and in opposition to 
the regular constituted tribunals; in nullifying legal 
processes; in e8tablishing a court \vhose jurisdiction 
POP. TRII3' J VOL, II. 10 
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is bounded by its o,vn discretion. But although ,';re 
have erected a ne,v engine, ,ve have not broken the 
old one." 
Expediency and illegality are the argulnents 1)1"0 ct 
COYl. Whatsoever the condition of a cOllllnunity, ho,v- 
soever denlocratic or despotic its governlnent, ,vhether 
it Le based on bills of rights, articles of confederation, 
specific charter, or tinle-honored custonl, should that 
governillellt fail properly to fulfil its functions, its ob- 
ligations, its agreen1ents, the people not only posse:::s 
the right, but it is their bounden duty to thro,v it off" 
and fit to thelTIselves a ne,v form if they can. Be- 
t,veen the governnlent and the people there is an 
illlplied if not a ,vritten agreen1ent; la,vs are estab- 
lished ,vhich it is the duty of the people to obey and 
of the governUlent to enforce. If the people break 
the la,vs the governnlent nlay rightly punish; if the 
governnlent fails to fulfil its part of the conlpact, the 
people have the sanle right to punish the governlllent. 
To say that the people break the la,v in thro,ving off 
an inconlpetent government, is to hold one side to the 
con1pact and not the other. So say the 111en of vigil- 
ance. 
In all their arguments the advocates of la,v and 
order assume that la,v is right because it is la,v, that 
obedience to existing la,v is obligatory, ho,vever un- 
righteous the la,v, or by 'Vholllsoever lllade; ,vhich 
nlakes liberty a crime and any opposition to tyranny 
and oppression an unpardonable sin. All nations, 
frolH the beginning of history , have exercised the 
right of revolution ,vhether they possessed such a 
right or not, just as the appeal to arnlS has al,vays 
been the dcrnier 'f'esso-rt of diplo111acy. Civil la,v l11ay 
be held in abeyance by lllilitary la 'v 'v henever neces- 
sity denland8 it; it i:s therefore not infallible. Like 
the law's of nature, religious and political institutions 
nlust of necessity elnbody elelllents of self-preserva- 
tion, else they fall of their o,vn ,veiaht. This is 
truth; all else is falsity. And tho evid
nce of truth 
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is that it ren1ains, that it cannot die. La,vs of soci- 
ety, therefore, ,vhen, ho,v, or by 'Vh0111S0eVer lllade, 
are ;:,inlply regulations for the preservation of society. 
Enfolding a preponderating elell1ent of self-destruc- 
tion, they cannot live. 
1\11' Herbert Spencer relates a circull1stance con1inO' 
under his notice ,,,here "t,vo la,v-Inakers propose t
 
support the la,v by breaking the la,v." I t is a trifle; 
s01l1ething of ahnost daily occurrence. T,vo n1elnbers 
of parlialllent becon1e so excited over certain letters 
concerning the rules for the regulation of Hyde Park 
as to propose arbitrarily to punish the '''Titer of theine 
Do ,vo not see the lllOst disgraceful scenes upon the 
floors of every legislative hall? It is not necessary 
to go to the capitals of our ,vestern states to ,vitness 
the la,vlessness of la,v-ll1akers; our senators and con- 
gresslnen at Washington use the knife anll cudgel 
often enough to ren1Índ us that after all their legisla- 
tiun, n1uscle still is their ultinlate appeal. 
Inconsistently, as one ,vould think, they ,vho in 
1856 bo,ved lo,vest in their idolatry of la,vand con- 
stitution, ,vhen roared rebellion five years later ,vere 
the first to arIll against the la,vs and constitution of 
the confederation. \Vhen crinle reigns, and la, v lies 
bleeding, and the fangs of venomous villainy are 
fastened in the throat of justice, touch not the 11l01l- 
ster, they say; let la,v by la,v resuscitate itself or ever 
lie lo,v. But ,vhen by pride, or prejudice, or real or 
fancied ,vroug their passions are stirred, a,vay then 
with idle fornl; shall ,ve, they ask, ,vrap ourselves in 
a N essus-shirt of tradition and perish out of ,vorship- 
ful regard for tha t 'v hich has no regard for us? If 
it be their bull that gores the neighbor's ox, they are 
on the side of the l)ull; if the neighbor's bull gores 
their ox, then they favor the ox. They do not hesi- 
ta,te a 1110nlent to fight a duel contrary to la"
, and 
contrary to la,v to shoot a nlan for any insult. :\Iulti- 
tudes of such exan1ples soem to force upon one the 
conclusion that nine tenths of the so-called principles 
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of politicians are pure fiction. Blinded by the dust 
of their o,vn egoislll, deafened by their o,vn hollo,v 
shouts, the stupid unthinking nlasses are talllely led 
by those ,vhose principles are made and governed by 
self-intereBt, and changed as self-interest changes. I 
do not ask or expect 111en to serve their country at 
the expense of self; I only ask that they should not 
hypocritically profess to do so. This vie,v l11ay appear 
cynical, but I anl no cynic; it is not hUl11anity but 
hUlllbug I hate. 
Thus ,vas opinion ,varped to the one side or to the 
other by interest and education, until in one instance 
at lea
t the community divided and proposed to fight 
it out. 


Writing Judge Field in N ovenlber 1873, General 
Shernlan, ,vho ,vas active on the side of la,v and 
order tluring the 1110venlent of 1856, says : "You anJ 
I believe that, ,vith good juries, Casey, Cora, Hether- 
ington, and Brace could all have been convicted and 
executed by due course of la,v; that San Francisco 
had no right to thro,v off on other conl111unities her 
crinlÍnal class, and that the 'Tigilance Conl111ittee did 
not touch the real parties ,vho corrupted the legisla- 
ture and local governnlent. Again, if the good IHen 
of any city have the right to organize and aSSUIne the 
functions of governUlent, the Lad lTIen haye the right, 
if in the ll1ajority." There spoke the soldier, a nlÍlld 
trained to nlilitary precision. The sentÏ1nent, ho,v- 
ever, loses sOlllewhat of its force ,vhen ,ye see ho\y the 
author regulate8 his o,vn conduct under it. About 
this tilne, one of these very Inen, Ca
ey, published in 
a paper of ,vhich he ,vas propl'ietor certain reillarks 
derogatory to bankers, of ,vhich fraternity Sherillan 
'Ya
 at that tilTIe a menlLer. Naturally the general 
,vas furious. "I ,vent up stairs to Ca
ey," he says, 
"and asked hilll 'v hat Illotive he could have for the 
article in question, so full of falsehoods and unfair de- 
ductions. lIe tried to Illake SOlne excuso, alleging his 
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special guardianship of the interests of poor depositors, 
etc" \vhen 1 told him that I ,vould not pern1Ït any- 
body in our building to be concerned in such a dirty 
trick, and that if he ever attempted by false publica- 
tions to levy black-nlail on us and on our brother 
bankers I ,vould pitch him and his press out of the 
third-story ,vindo,vs." 
Another incident of judicial inconsistency ,vhere 
personal feeling is excited 111a.y be nlentioned in this 
connection-an incident of early times, doubtless for- 
gotten by General Sherman, as he makes no 111ention 
of it in his JJIelnoirs: 
Under the l\fexican republic it ,vas the custom in 
California for the 111ullicipal authorities to impose a 
duty, in addition to that collected Ly the custOll1- 
house 9fficers, of six dollars per eighteen-gallon cask 
on foreign liquors. To avoid payn1ent of this tax, 
liquors ,vere usually landed in the night. Under 
Alnerican rule, ho,vever, and up to the permanent 
settlement of affairs in 1848, it ,vas different; then 
accounts of sales ,vere sent from the custon1-house to 
Colonel l\Iason, military governor of California, ,vho 
gave copies of the same to the alcalde, 'Valter Colton, 
that he n1ight kno"T 'v ho had purchased liquors, and 
so collect the municipal tax. While the United States 
ship Lexington, in April 1847, ,vas lying in the bay of 
l\Ionterey, t"TO casks of brandy "Tere landed one nl
ht 
and left on the 'v harf. Several soldiers happening 
that ,yay spied the tempting poison, and procuring a 
gill1let, opened speedy connection bet,veell the liquid 
and their throats. In duo tillle the t\VO lay senseless 
beside the cask, ,vhere they ,vere found and taken to 
the fort. One of then) ùied and the other barely re- 
covered. Lieutenant Sherlnan ,vas so exasperated 
by the occurrence that, taking \vith hinl a l)osse of 
111en, he proceeded to the 'v harf and tUlllblcd the 
ca8ks over on to the rocks, breaking them in pieces. 
The o\vner of the brandy brought suit against Sher- 
man, ,vho ,vas tried before General I(carney, and 
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acquitted on the ground that the o,vner had no busi- 
ness to leave the liquor there to tempt the soldiers. 
\\Thatever the quality of General Kearney's la\v, 
Shor111an elearly comn1itted a la,vless act, and ho\v- 
eyer cxaðperating the circumstances or noble the ob- 
ject, they \vere certainly not 1110re so than those \yhich 
actuated the Ine111bers of the popular tribunal he so 
carefully conde111ns. 


Follo\ving is an extract from a letter to the 1\10- 
ha,vk COll1'ie}', of the sta.te of N e\v York, by an 
elninent me111ber of the San Francisco bar, ,vho has 
often sat high upon the judicial bench: "U nfortu- 
nately for the peace and reputation of our city, there 
,vere sonle n1en1bers of the Vigilance COll1ll1Ïttee, \vhose 
object being to bring the judiciary into disrepute \vith 
the people, for reasons ,vhieh ,vill hereafter appear, 
,vcre not disposed to let the opportunity slip by unin1- 
proved. Bold, unscrupulous, and resolute in pursuit 
of their selfish ends, they pulled the ,vires and exer- 
cised the chief control in the association; and having 
thus far comn1itted it, having thus far 
ucceeded in their 
aS8ulnption and den10nstration of arbitrary po\vers; 
having found the la\vs po,verless, and tho people, for 
the reasons before 111entioned, un ,villing to punish 
their violation of them, these designing spirits ,vere 
not content to resign their power so easily. As the 
Indian tiger that, once tasting hlunan blood, never 
after,vard satiates its thirst for it or contents itself 
,vith less noble prey, so they, elated \vith their suc- 
cess, and tho ilnpullity whieh attellùed it in this in- 
stance, ,vere resolved to nlaintain their organization, 
not for the useful and praiso,vorthy objects ,vhich 
they first proposed, but avo\vedly for the purpose of 
exercising judicial functions, and of setting the es- 
taLlished la,vs and tribunals of the state, nay 11101'0, 
the very constitution of the U nit.cd States itself, at 
defiance. They assunled and publicly announceù their 
deterrnination to exercise the right of searching pri- 
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vate cl,vcllings \vithout the ,varrant of la,v, and of 
arresting', confining, trying, condcnlning, and exe- 
cuting any 'VhOlll their inquisitorial researches IniO'ht 
iluplicate in crime. Judge, jury, counsel, and ,
it- 
nesses, sheriff
, jailer, anù executioner, uniting each 
and every function in their o,vn body, they publicly 
announced their intention to carry out their plans and 
purposes regardless of all opposition, and in defiance 
of the la\v: stilJ, ho\vever, under the specious pretext 
of nlaintaining its supremacy and enforcing its de- 
crees; in short, po,vers and privileges of a regularly 
organized legal tribunal." The significance anù value 
of such sentÍ1nents lose 111uch of their force ,vhen the 
reader is informed that the \vriter of the cOl1ullunica- 
tion ,vas once before the police court of the city of 
San Francisco for attempting the life of the editor 
of a city journal, the ball frolu the judge's pistol just 
grazing the editor's hair. 
Like the clergynlan \vho for bread nlust play in his 
pulpit the part n10st agreeable to his hearers \vhether 
he ,viII or not, so the officers of the la,,",, beguiling the 
thing they are by seen1ing other than the111sel ves, S0111e- 
tinlCS think it their duty to hide their real sentÍ1uents 
under the cloak of hyp"ocrisy, and pander to the inl- 
perfections and superstitions of the la\v ,vhich pays 
thenl for acting the part of its high-priest. A case in 
point occurred during the Inovenlcnt of 1851. l\1eeting 
one day Gerritt W. Rycklllan, third president of the 
Executive COIDlnittee, John W. Geary, then Iuayor of 
San Franciscu, thus addressed hin1: 
"1\11' Rycknlan, I aUI astonished that you, of all 
others, should engage in this unh",vful and disgraceful 
b . " 
USIness. 
"Geary," said Rycklnan, ",vere you not a paid lilUb 
of the law you ,voulJ to-day be a captain of vigil- 
ance police." 
It \vas true. N 0 sooner had Geary's term of office 
expired than his conscience, chaIlleleon-like, a
sunl.ed 

hc popular color, and hastening to Ryckman, he :sald, 
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"I conle as a lllatter of duty to tell you if I had not 
been 111ayor of the city I ,voldd have taken a leading 
part in the vigilance lllovement. I approve, in Ull- 
linlited terms, of every act of the Comnlittee as con- 
ducing to the prosperity of California." 
But ,vhy confine ourselves to n1Ïnor illustrations of 
the hollo,vness of partisan opinion, of 'v hieh there are 
thousands, ,vhen ,ve lnay step at once to the bench 
of the highest legal state tribunal, and among the 
supreme judges themselves find nUlnerous instances 
of their utter contenlpt, in action if not in ,vords, of 
that law ,yhich they dealt ,vith such exactness to 
others? 
J. N eely Johnson, governor of California during the 
yigilance epoch of 1856, and a hearty hater of any- 
thing like one's taking the la\v into one's o,vn hands- 
unlesH, peradventure, he should happen to be that one- 
on the 17th of July 1851 at Sacraillento offended the 
peace of that city by assaulting a journalist, 
lr 
La,vrence, of the Tin
es and TranscrÏJ]l, froln ,vhich 
fight J ohnson narro,,
ly escaped. 
The case of the chief-justice of the California su- 
prenle court, ,vho, ,vhile in the full exercise of the 
functions of his high position, ,vas arrested and tried 
by the Vigilance Conl1nittee of 1856 for a deadly as- 
sault on an officer of the vigilant police, requires no 
COlllnlent. 
Of the lnany chivalrous deeds of Chief-justice 
1\Iurray at variance ,vith the la,v ,yhich he admin- 
istered, one ,viII here suffice: Entering the store of 
Hill, Clark, and Conlpany, in Sacramento, 1\1ay 22, 
1856, 
Iurray, acconlpanied by three friends, stepped 
up to 
Ir Hill and asked hinl if he had nlade certain 
renlarks derogatory to his character. Not receiving 
a positive denial of the charge, Judge 1\1 urray seized 
J\Ir Hill by the collar, raised his cane, and struck hilll 
on the head, inflicting an ugly though not a danger- 
ous ,vound. They ,vere at the tinle standing at the 
office door. Hill's friends drew hilll into the store, 
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closing tho door upon J\Iurray, thus ternlinating a 
la,vless and unf'alled-for assault. 
Says a counsellor-at-la,v, conln1enting upon the 
attitude of the Vigilance Conllnittee: "Although this 
lllodern Areopagus ,vas composed of n1en of high 
respectaLility, 'v hose decisions, abstractly considered, 
,v ere distinguished for impartiality and justice to,vard 
their victiu1s; and although crime abounded in the 
city and the guilty had often escaped punishillent in 
the legitÍ1nate courts, yet its organization and action 
cannot be justified on any sound principles. They were 
anarchic and revolutionary; and their apology is the 
overthro\v of all security of person or property founded 
on constitutional forms and proceedings. The energy 
,vhich the COlTIlTIittee displayed in the exercise of 
usurped authority might have been directed in aid 
of the courts, consistently ,,
ith the constitution and 
the la,ys, ,vith equal if not superior efficiency." This 
is the old, old story, and simply bald assertion. Their 
action can be justified on sound principles,' on the 
sounùest of all principles, the principle of self-protec- 
tion; and for the rest, the conditions and the results 
prove the falsit.y of all such statements. Vigilance is 
neither anarchical nor revolutionary. It sayes society 
frolll anarchy, and is a different thing fron1 revolution, 
as ,ve ,veIl kno\v. 
One calls it an inconsistent trampling of la\v under- 
foot to punish la,vlessness, thus justifying in practice 
,,
hat it professes to denounce, and violating the 
sanctity of a principle, \vhich is the only sovereign of 
a freelllan, and, professing to obey ,vhich, he cannot 
disregard in practice ,vithout the establi
ll1nont of a 
precedent eventually detl'iluental to the cause of con- 
stitutionalliberty. Another exclainls, "Better that a 
hundred criminals should escape than that the "'hole 
la,v of California 
hould be outraged by an act that 
denies at once the value and the authority of our 
government." In ans,ver to ,vhich I ,vould say that 
a state of things \vhich \vould allo,v the e
cape of a 
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hundred crilninals, or of one, should not be tolerated 
for a Inon1ent. Punishlnent, sure and s\vift, is a lllercy 
to lllankind, a charity to the poor degraded offenders. 
If God ,vould chastise the ,vicked no,v, he ,vuulll save 
,vorld
 for heaven. 
If ,ve con1pare the t\VO follo\ving extracts fron1 the 
san1e journal, ,vritten by the sallle editor, the first 
published on the 5th of Novenlber 1850, and the 
second the 28th of August 1856, ,ve shall see ho,v 
differently this question ,vas regarded from different 
standpoints and at different tilDes: 
In con1111enting on the lTIany acts of violence and 
incendiarisnl follo\ving the first influx of convicts, such 
as knocking nlen do\vn in the street, boarding a vessel 
and beating the captain, attempts to fire the city, and 
the like, he ren1arks: "\tVe are opposed to lynch la,v, 
and eyell averse to capital punishn1ent, but it \vould 
be a praisel\Torthy act to take out and hang in tho 
Plaza the first man detected in setting fire to a house 
in this city, and ,ve hope to see that gentle adrl1onition 
given, should any of those wretches be fortunately 
detected." The editor certainly did not intend by 
these ,vords to inflan1e the public lnind, and he little 
thought then that the gentle adulonition of ,vhich he 
speakB ,vould be so quickly and so earnestly given. 
}'ive years later his tone is quite different: 
"'Ve are free to adn1it that there is such a right as 
the right of revolution. Our forefathers availed thenl- 
selves of that right and overthre\v the Englit;h rule 
in this country. It ,vas a right \vhich they possessed. 
It iB a right \vhich the oppressed people of Europe 
no\v possess, for the reason that they can redress their 
grievances only by revolution. They stand in the 
saUle position as uur forefathers did nearly a century 
ago. There are, however, t\VO kinds of revolution, 
- physical and l11ora1. The difference bet\vcen our con- 
dition and that of the founders of this republic and 
the people of Europe at the present tilne is that \ve 
can a
(;onlpli;sh by a moral revolution 'v hat the former 
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could only h3,ve effected, or the latter can no\y eucct, 
by a physical revolution. "T e possess the right of 
Illoral revolution, they of physical." SophiHtry so 
shnple \vould be un\vorthy our notice but for tho 
connection. 
The argu1l1ents advanced by a certain San Francisco 
doctor of divinity ,vere these: "Surely there iH not a 
,yord in the Bible," he says ,vith clerical nÜiccté, "that 
teaches Christians to rebel against the legal authorities 
of a free Christian land. rrhe Bible teaches notlÚn o 
if it doe
 not requi
e Chri
tians to be a la,v-abiding 
people. The early Christians conquered by subnlÍttinO" 
eyen to tyrants. I t is 111arvellous ho\v you call find a
 
analogy bet\veen son1e 111ere local corruptions in San 
Francisco and the causes of the English revolution 
of 1688, or of the Alnerican revolution of 1776, or uf 
the ,val' of Great Britain in the days of Robert Hall. 
In 1688 and 1776, and in the days of Cronl\vell, there 
,yas no \vay to obtain redress but by revolution. 
Fundamentalla\vs had to be obtained. Great funda- 
mental rights and principles, Loth as to the ciyil 
liberty and religious, had to be secured by force. The 
governlnent ,vas not then, as it is now, in the hands of 
the people. They had not then the right of Iuaking 
their o\vn law8 and electing their o\vn officers. Nor 
,vas there then, as no\v ,vith U8, a constitutional \vay 
to change or aIl1end our la,vs and to relllOye unfaith- 
ful officers. There is no analogy or resenlblance in 
th.e cabeS. With us, if the la,vs do not reach the evil, 
let the people, in the constitutional ,yay, lllake ht".s 
that ,viII reach it. The ,vrongs cUlllplained of in n. 
popular government cannot 11lake it right or expedient 
tJ paralyze allla,v. It is la\v and not ht\vleRsne
s \\TO 
,yant. Our governnlcnt, as Chief-justice 
Iar
hall 
has said, i
 one uf la,vs and not of lllen. I t i
 tho 
people, but the people eU1Ludied in ë.t \vritten constitu- 
tion, and in ,vrÌttell la\vs nUlde in pursuance uf that 
constitution. So anlple and so specific is the IHèthoù 
pre
cribed in our constitution and in our la\ys for 
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al11endinO' or changing thenl, that it is the decision of 
the supr
lne court of the United States that a revolu- 
tion by force is ilnpossible. It Inust be so; for if there 
is not a constitutional ,yay of correcting the abuse of 
popular governlnents they cannot stand. 1\1 y plat- 
fornl is the Bible, the constitution, and the union, just 
as they are." \Vhich in the first place has eyer been 
the platforln of blind bigotry, and ,vhich in the second 
place is not true. The writer of the above lines a few 
years later ,vas obliged to leave his pulpit and Cali- 
fornia because he ,vas not satisfied ,vith the union 
just as it ,vas, and because he sYlnpathized ,vith re- 
bellion. 
It is not a little strange that in a mixed comnlunity 
like that of San Francisco, enjoying a liberty or license 
'"'lider and less tralnlnelled than that under any other 
republican government, there raged in certain quar- 
ters a fiercer fanaticism favoring absolutisnl than even 
nlight be found under many 1110narchical despotislns. 
Principles, ho,vever, are rarely separated fro In self- 
interest. I t is ,yorthy of relnark that the la,v and 
order elenlent, emanating from that school of chivalry 
,vhich finds expression in the bo,vie-knife, the duello, 
state-rights, and rebellion, ,vere of all republicans 
the quickest to defend their rights ,vith their o,vn 
arm in defiance of constitution or la,v. HavTing mi- 
grated to a new land, they clothed thelnsel yes in the 
robe of office, and fattened on the perquisites of the 
la"
. La,v became to theln ,vhat doctrine is to the 
religious teacher, a sacred thing, a sine q1JC
 non, in- 
volving ,vealth or poverty, influence or insignificance, 
food and raiment, or starvation and nakedness. The 
other extreme is found in the radical n10b spirit. An 
individual rightly or wrongfully cOlnn1its a rash act, 
it l11a y have been in defence of his o,vn or another's 
life; it lTIay have been ,vhile laboring under aggra- 
vated excitelnent, so taunted and provoked that to 
pass the insult unavenged calls in question his 111an- 
hood; or it may be he is only suspected of having 
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COlnnlitted an outrage, and straight,vay ,vithout in- 
dictulent by grand inquest, ,vithout the exanlil
ation of 
a s,vorn and dispassionate tribunal, in the blindnesg 
of nlonlentary rage he is seized and hurried a,vay Ly 
the inflamed populace, anti unconvicted of any cril11e, 
unannealed and unshri ved, hanged on the nearest tree. 
J\Ian y instances are on record 'v here a ,vretched vic- 
tinl has thus been deprived of life by a 111ad populace 
and after,vard found guiltless of any crilne, or, if 
guilty of the deed, it ,vas found to have been COIll- 
nlitted under greatly extenuating circunlstances, and 
not Il1eriting the extrelnest penalty of the la,v. It 
was such la,vless and sanguinary measures in the ad- 
ministration of justice, ,vith excesses and outla,vry in 
other directions, that brought opprobriunl un Cali- 
fornia's fair fanle. This is one phase of the subject; 
but this is not all. Vigilance reprobates one extrellle 
no less than the other. 
I t is well enough in settled cOlnmunities for statute- 
nlakers and legal dignitaries to defend the l11ajuHty of 
law and set the seal of opprobriunl on rabble attell1pts 
to defy it; but ,vhere there is no la,v, or ,v here la,v 
beconles inoperative, there is but one ren1edy for 
those ,vho ,vould escape anarchy and save thenlselves 
fronl social perdition. Undoubtedly son1e innocent 
n1en have suffered at the hands of an unorganized 
populace, have been inconsiderately anti unjustly 
launched into eternity by a drunken nlob; yet ,yhen 
the very best appliance for the dealing uut of 
,jlnplc 
honest justice ,vhich hUlllan ingenuity can devi::;e 
fails, it is scarcely ,vise to thro,v it aside for bonle 
,vorse systen1 because it lacks perfection. Legal 
tribunals are nut al,vays infallible in their dGci
Úolls, 
and the skirts of a l110re orderly justice IULvè nut beon 
al,vays clear of blood-guiltiness. l\Iany a poor ,,'retch 
is Inade unjustly or innocently to suffer, ,,
hilc the 
great scoundrel escapes ,vith scarcely a blcn1Ï::;h upon 
his golòen escutcheons. To-day the adll1Ïlli::;tratioll uf 
justice in all the courts of christendolll is ill lllany 
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instances a farce. The 
fornlons have a system 
,vhich, though crude, is nearer right in principle than 
our o,yn, for there he ,vho feels hinlself aggrieved 
11lay lay his cause before his peers, and if necessary 
carry it froln the 10l\rest to the highest tribunal "Tith- 
out cost; but ,vho can ,vin a suit, ho,yever just, in 
any of our courts without 1110ney? The heathen in 
our ll1idst quickly understand this, as t,he follo,,
ing 
incident ,vill sho,v: In conversation ,vith a bright- 
eyed sn1iling J\Iongolian, Ah Foy, a gentlen1an for 
,yhOlll he did ,vashing expressed the opinion that one 
Ah Chung, lately arrested for the n1urJer of Ah Li, 
his Celestial love, would be hanged. "Hin1 no hang," 
exclain1ed Ah Foy, "hin1 all san1e l\felican l11an; he 
got t,vo thousand dollars r You sabe, no hab Inoney, 
hi1n hang; hab plenty 1110ney, no hang: all t;a111e 
l\felican Inan." Three tin1es in four ,vhen lVTong is 
done the relnedy is ,vorse than the disease. Justice 
is too expensive a luxury, and so rascality thrives and 
honest n1en are brought lo\v. 
Let our ,vise and ,vorshipful jurists study to per- 
fect the system under ,vhich justice is at present 
adulinistered before they so g,veepingly condelnn all 
other lnethods, ho,vever singular the en1ergency. So- 
ciety breeds its o,vn custonls, and 111akes such yokes 
as best befit its disteinpers. In California, "7as crÌIne 
to huld perpetual carnival because there ,vere no Dog- 
berrys at hand 1 If substance oe superior to shado,v, 
or the essence of n10rals to legal fornls, then la,v luust 
not be exalted above the po,ver that 111akes la\v. The 
la,v protects those only ,,
ho can handle it; suffer it 
to escape control, antI it i
 a nullity. Rulers ,vill 
never be n1uch better than the people ,vho set thelll 
up. Vicious governors and unjust judges can never 
long hold s,vay over good and just 1nen. A funda- 
1110ntal elelllent of progress is greater security to 
pert;on and property. N ot only is the po,ver of n1an 
over nature ever inc:reasing, but Juan's po,ver over 
hin1self, ,vhich latter is the greater achieven1ent. 
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Governors are the servants of the governed; judges, 
policenlen, and all holders of public office, are subor- 
dinate to the people, \v ho, under God, are ahnighty. 
What constitutes a state ? Not legislative halls, \vit!l 
their la\v-lnakers and governors; not arnled nlen and 
n1Ïlitary accoutrenlents; not statutes, la\v courts, jails, 
and officers of the la\v-these are but the servants of 
the COllllllOn\vealth, and their liveries. The people 
are the state; people, good or bad" according to the 
goodness or Ladness of the state. If the state is 
honest and high-nlinded, the people are so; if the gov- 
ernn1ent is nlercenary, the officers corrupt, the press 
venal, the people are inglorious, base, and \vell befitted 
to such a rule. 
This ,vas no time or place for abstract theorizing. 
The assassin's knife 'vas at the throat of society; 
courts of justice ,vere inefficient or corrupt-in lnany 
places they had no existence; there ,vere no jails, or 
none to speak of, and such as there ,vere, crin1Ïnals 
often ,vere glad to enter as an asylun1 ,vhich should 
protect thenl from the fury of the populace. There 
,vere throughout the country no settled systeu1s for 
the detection and punishlnent of crin1e, no police, no 
efficient officers uf the la,v; every luan of the C0111- 
lllunity ,vas hurrying hither and thither, absorbed in 
ferreting his O'Vll affairs, caring little ,vhat becalne of 
the land and people that he intended soon to escape 
froIn; and ,vhen the robber or 111urderer ,vas arrested 
by his fellows, ,vho ,vould ,vaste ,veeks or lllonths or 
undertake a journey to SOllle distant justice out of 
respect for fornls and legal cerenlouics ,y hen \vith 
their o,vn eyes they had seen the deed con1nlitted and 
kne,v the n1an should die? The people 111ust protect 
then1selves by the 
illlplest, quickest, anll nlo
t prac- 
tical sYRtenl üf retributive justice that it ,va::; possible 
to adopt, a systelll divested of n1ystcry a11<l llelay, a 
system unnecessary and injurious to public lllorals in 
settled con1111unities ,vith an upright judiciary and the 
111achinery of hì\v perfect in its operations. No pun- 
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islullent is so effectual in the prevention of criu1e as 
the fear of certain and inlnlediate death. In a roving 
border life, ,vhere conflict ,vith savages and ,vilJ beètsts 
is the norll1al state, ,vhere every Inan is arn1eù against 
every other 111an, and the life of each is in his o,vn 
keeping, the ,videst field is offered for the play of pas- 
sion. In California, ,vhere 1110st of the inhabitants 
,vere strangers to each other, ,vandering singly or in 
sl11all parties through quiet ca1Ìons and pathless ,vilds, 
often having in their possession large quantities of 
gold-dust, the tenlptations to rob and 111urder ,vere 
peculiarly great, for there dark deeds could be done 
\vith but little risk of detection, so that to conden1n 
lynch la,v or mob la,v, unjustly or brutally as it \vas 
son1etimes adnlinistered, is practically absurd. The 
forms and technicalities ,vhich in the judicial proceed- 
i!lgs of settled COll1111unitics are instituted for protec- 
tion, are in la,vless unrestrained societies for the san1e 
reason disregarded. In both cases th
 strictest jus- 
tice is aillled at, and thus far experience teaches that 
thus in both cases it is best attained. Let hilll ,vho 
,,,"ould s,veepingly condemn lynch la\v or vigilance 
cOlllmittees first provide a suLstitute \vhich proll1ises 
protection. Al1l0ng the crilllinal class the thirst for 
violence and blood increases in tenfolJ. ratio \vith in- 
dulgence; if unrestrained it soon rages like the flallleS 
of a burning city, and the n10re uncertainty connected 
,vith arrest and conviction, and the longer the tin10 
,vhich 111USt elapse before punishlnent, the less are the 
fe
lings of horror and of fear for the penalties of 
crIme. 
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THE GOVER
OR, THE GENERAL, AND THE PRESIDEXT 
OF VIGILfu
CE. 


One never needs one's wits so much as when one has to do with a fool. 
Chinese proverb. 


'VE must nn\v go back a fe,v days and revie,v the 
situation from the standpoint of the opposers of vigil- 
ance. 
N over in California was there so strong a feeling 
against popular tribunals as at this time. The senti- 
111ent ,vas IÏ1nited to a class representing the n1inority, 
and for that reason it ,vas probably all the more 
bitter. ::\Iany had COll1e to this state for the purpose 
of entering politics, and had staked their all for office. 
It appeared to them as if the ,vhole country ,vas ali,
e 
,vith Inobs and n1urderous COn111littees, and they ,vere 
heartily sick of such doings. In the eyes and con- 
sciences of many this disrespßct of la\v ,vas like 
tran1pling their religion into the dust. vVe all kno\\Y" 
ho,v lIlen ,viII flght for their traditions, their opinions, 
the truth of theln having nothing \vhatever to du 
,vith it. \Ve have seen ho,v the ranks of the op- 
posers of yigilance ,vere COITlposed to a great extent of 
the ,vorst clements of society; yet there ,vero present 
Bonle of the best elements. Of necéssity there is SOlne- 
thing good in the ,vorshippers of traJition, son1cthing 
productive of good in the act. "I never kne,v a IHan 
good because he ,vas religious," says Coleridge, "but 
I have kno,vn one religious because he ,vas gooJ." 
There is no lack of divinity in hUll1an nature; there 
is no lack of the spiritual in the n1aterial ,vorld. The 
Pop, TRIB,. VOL. II. 11 (161 ) 
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unseen and impalpable are as po,verful in their in- 
iluence upon .us, in our organization, gro,vth, and con- 
duct, as are things nmterial and tangible. Scores of 
s
cred books have been Inade froln lllixed lnaterial, and 
even profane ,vritings may mello,y ,vith age into SOlne- 
thing sacred. \Ve n1ight call the HOineric poeins the 

rst bible and the ,vritings of Shakespeare the last. 
But religions have their birth and death. Long before 
Christ the philosophers of Greece scoffed at the gods 
of Olynlþus, and the floor of heaven, ,vhich ,vas the 
azure vault, ,vas sv\'"ept of the supernatural by ad- 
vancing thought. Yet not to all does the light con1e 
with equal clearness, and ,vith many popular tribunals 
,vere as popular heresies or popular infidelities. 
In the present instance the people ,vere indignant. 
Passion is contagious. The la,v becalne indignant, 
and so did the 111ilitary. Officials ,vere angry because 
the people ,vere, and soldiers nlust needs fight because 
they ,vere nlade for that purpose. The arTny, ho\v- 
ever, gave the vigilants but little trouble. Those 
that could have brought matters to a bloody issue, to 
their great praise, be it said, ,vould not; those ,vho 
,vould, fortunately could not. The navy ,vas under 
the direction of one less discreet, ,vho soon began to 
talk loudly of annihilation. J\iany of the city officials, 
feeling their o,vn \veakness, became on that account 
all the more desperate. 
But fe,v of the United States authorities, ho,vever, 
took an active part in the movement, and these of 
course ranged themselves on the side of la\y and 
order. J\Iost of them ,visely refused to interfere, 
deen1ing the conflict bne of those local disruptions 
,vhich \vould spend itself soonest if left alone. l\fany 
reports at various times ,vere in circulation to the 
eflect that the United States forces at Benicia and 
the United States ,val' vessels lying in the harbor 
\yould at.tack the Vigilance Comlnittoe, but such ,vas 
never the intention of those "Tho held these forces at 
their COnl111and. General W o
l preferred rather to 
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keep the United States out of the affair; and to this 
end he directed Captain Stone, \vith a party of reO'u- 
lars, to proceed to Rincon Hospital, \v here \vere f
ur 
large pieces of ordnance, and ren10ve theln to Benicia, 
that neither of the contending factions n1Ïght 
eize 
thenl. This ,vas a ,vi8e and humane proceeding. He 
had no fear that l\lr Den1pster \yould shoulder the 
United States and carry it off Further than this, 
,,,hen General Wool sa,v ,vith "That \visdo111 and mod- 
eration the COlnnlittee ,vere acting, and how large a 
111ajority of the people 'v ere ,vith thel1l, he addres
ed 
an order to the United States officers under hi
 CO:Cl- 
111alld to observe the strictest neutrality. 
It ,vill be ren1en1bered that it ,vas on \Vednesday, 
the 14th of :\lay, that the shooting ,vas done. And ,ve 
have seen ho,v quickly the officers of the la\v hastened 
to the protection of the assassin Casey, ho\v they de- 
fended hinl at the jail, and ho\v the crÍIl1inal's friends 
and sympathizers united in arIned squads for his pro- 
tection. Next day, Thursday, thero \vas 
carcely less 
activity manifested in la\v and ordor circles than at 
tho roon1S of the vigilants. The police force ,vas in- 
creased, the armories ,vere replenished and put in 
order, and recruiting and drilling ,vero prosecuted vig- 
orously. The sheriff SU111nl0ned lJosse after J)(jSSC of 
those on ,vhom he thought he nlight rely, and arnlücl 
theln for the defence of the jail. The Inilitary COln- 
panies: fagged out by a ,vhole day and night on duty 
at the jail, on Thursday n10rning \vero di
mis::;ed Ly 
Colonel West. During' tho day n detachnlcnt of the 
National Lancers rendezvoused at the City IIall, sub- 
ject to the order of the mayör. The citizen-soldiery, 
though hissed and hooted at by the excited cro,vd, 
admirably 111aintained their equanilllity; indeed they 
'vere too 111uch in sympathy,vith their a

ailantb to 
attell1pt retaliation. 
By Friday 1110rning it ,vas apparent that a Ht.rong 
effort ,vas being made to organize and Lring out the 
sta te, militia to put 
lown the insurrection. ..c\.n orùer 
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,vas issued by the sheriff and served on various per- 
sons . favorable to the cause, calling a meeting, ,vhich 
,vas held at the place and hour appointed. Here is 
the order: 
"STATE OF CALIFORSIA, COUNTY OF SA:S- FRANCISCO. 
" To , a male inhabitant of said county, and above fifteen years of 
age: 'Vhereas, I have good reason to believe that a serious breach of the 
peace and riot are to be apprehended, and that an organized attempt will be 
made violently to "Test from my custody a prisoner committed to my charge 
for safe-keeping: :Kow, therefore, by virtue of the authority in me vested, 
and in the discharge of my duty as sheriff of the county of San Francisco, 
you are hereby commanded to be and appear, at half-past three o'clock P. M. 
this 16th day of 
Iay A,D. 1836, at the Fourth District court-room, in the city 
hall, in the city of San Francisco, to aid me in the execution of my official 
duties in the premises. 
" San Francisco, .1Jf ay 16, 1856. DA VID SCA
NELL, 
., Sheriff of the County of San Francisco." 


This call ,vas answered by some sixty prominent 
Inen, mostly judges, la \vyers, and prinlary election 
Inanipula.tors, \vho expressed their willingness to fight 
in support of la\v. After a desultory debate the fol- 
lo\ving resolution was adopted: 


"Resoll.,'ed, That we, the citizens of San Francisco, have heard with great 
regret of the injury inflicted upon :Mr King by one Casey; that we depre- 
cate the existence of the present excitement and its cause; that in the event 
of the death of 
Ir King we are in favor of the immediate presentment of 
Casey by the grand jury, his immediate trial by a court of competent juris- 
diction, and, if convicted, his immediate sentence and prompt execution." 


The meeting then adjourned, and soon after the 
111en of la,,,"," met and placed in cOIDlnand William T. 
Sherman, just then Inade major-general of militia by 
the governor. The party then divided into companies, 
each electing its O'Vll captain; after ,vhich all separated 
to meet at half-past seven that evening. 
Those detailed by the sheriff as special officers \vere 
then ordered to repair forth\vith to the jail and enter 
upon their duties of guarding the prisoner and pre- 
serving the public peace. About one hundred men 
\vere placed on guard; sentinels paced to and fro upon 
the prison ,valls, and others \vere stationed ,vith loaded 
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ll1uskets in front of the pren1ises. :i\fean\vhile the gov- 
ernor of the state, at Sacramento, had been telegraphed 
by the Inayor of San Francisco that his presence ,vas 
required. The governor at once responded, and arrived 
in the city that evening. 
Unfortunately for those ,vho aimed at arbitrary 
justice, J alnes l{ing of Willian1 had arrayed aO'ain
t 
hinl not only a large class but several classes. o The 
press he had offended because he had castigated all 
,vho apologized for irregula.rities in public affairs. The 
Catholics he had offended because he had takcn ex- 
ceptions to certain acts of their clergy. Citizens frolH 
the southern states he had offended because of hiH 
antagonism to their ideas and codes of chivalry. An 
these clelnents no,v thre,v their con1bined ,veight upon 
the side against the C0l111nittee. It ,vas assailed H8 
l(ing's chanlpion, a merchant-lnob, an anti-slavery 
rabLle. This, as \vell as the efforts of the I11ayor, the 
sheriff, certain of the n1ilitary, and others, public and 
private, to suppress 'v hat son1e even dignified by the 
name of a rebellion, the Vigilance COllllnittee greatly 
regretted; but as there ,vas no help for it, they nerved 
theln
elves the stronger to Ineet the issue. Besides 
all this, and in addition to the innuIneraLlc questions 
hourly arising ,vithin the Comn1ittee r00111S, they ,ycre 
fearful on the one side that the organized lllasscs 
,vould forget then1selves and open an assault, and on 
the other that the prisoner Casey,vould be spirited 
a,vay, under the connivance of his friend the sherif!: 
The governor of the state, 'v hose nan1e ,vas J. Neely 
Johnson, ,vas not a 111an of pronounced character. III 
1110rals a.nd religion he ,vas loose; in rectitude and 
honesty he ,vas not stern. As chief Inagistrate he 
,vas artificial and incon
i
tent; he could not play allY 
very deep part, sInall things being to hill1 great, arHl 
great things sIn all. SOlne natures are In ore sus
ep- 
tible than others, but the 1110St susceptible a1'(' not 
al,vays the nlost profoundly or pcrlnanelltly 1l10VCJ. 
The land is 1110re quickly heated by the sun than the 
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sea, but the sea is ,varmed to a greater depth than 
the land; like,vise, the land loses heat more rapidly 
by radiation than the sea. 
t- Of Inore natural rectitude than Bigler, he had not 
the cunning of Weller. Left to hiIl1self, the COlnmit- 
tee ,vould have had no trouble ,vith hilH, for' besides 
being no Inatch for them intellectually or practically, 
he had no special desire to injure San Francisco or to 
interfere ,yith the ,vill of her citizens. But he ,vas 
afraid of his partisans. Although a la-\vyer, he cared 
little for the la,v; lacking the chivalrous ideal, he 
Inagnified chivalry. His supporters ,vere lllostly 
3Jl1ong the political and office-holding class, though he 
had great respect for the beans and bacon sellers. A 
r;tupid ruler is the greatest of AUlerican blessings if 
he be good-natured; but nlake hiul angry and he ,vill 
1Jack the state off a precipice and carry hinlself ,yith 
it. Poor ignoble Johnson! In this his dire dilen1n1Q 
he ,vas cursed alike by friend::; and foes, and never 
again in th
 eye of the people did he rise to COl111110n 
respectability. 

rhe Sacralnento boat ,vas due at nine o'clock. At 
half-past nine on the Friday night of J ohnson'8 
arrival Coleman received at Turn-Verein Hall-the 
rell10val to Sacramento street not having yet been 
Inade-a message that the governor ""as at the Con- 
tinental Hotel, that he desired an intervie,v \vith the 
president. of the Vigilance Committee, and that he 
,,,",ould repair at any hour to any point the latter Inight 
indicate. Mr Colell1an inforn1ed the Inessenger that 
he \vould ,vait upon the governor at his hotel imme- 
diately. Without prelude or subterfuge both came to 
the question at onoo. 
"\Vhat do you ,vant?" demanded the governor. 
" Peace," replied Coleman; "and \ve \vould like to 
have it ,vithout a struggle." 
" But ,vhat i
 it you ,vish to accolnplish?" 
":\Iuch that the vigilants of 1851 accomplished: 
to purify the llloral and political atulosphere, to do 
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,vhat the crippled la\v should do but cannot. This 
done, \ve \vill gladly retire. Now governor," contiu- 
ued Colen1un, "you are asked by the mayor and cer- 
tain others to bring out the nlilitia and crush thi8 
Inovenlent. I assure you it cannot be done; and if 
you attelnpt it, it \vill cause you and us H1uch trouble. 
Do as J\IcDougal did; see, as he sa\v in a si111ilar 
den10nstration, a local reforll1 111erely. We ask not a 
single court to adjourn; \ve ask not a single officer to 
vacate his position; \ve denland only the enforc81nent 
of the la\vs \vhich \ve have l11ade. If you deeln it the 
duty of your office to discountenance these proceedings, 
let your opposition be in appearance only. You know 
the necessity of this ll1easure; you kno\v the l11en man- 
aging it; you kno\v that this is no Inob, no distelnpercd 
faction, but San Francisco herself that speaks. Lcàve 
us alone in our shame and sorro\v; for as God liycs 
Y\l
e \vill cleanse this city of her corruption or perish 
Ylith her. So \ve have s\vorn. Issue your proclalna- 
tions if you feel that the dignity of the la\v Inay be 
best n1aintained by fro\vning on justice; declare yonI' 
lnanifestoes if the government can nlaintain its self- 
respect only by public protestations against virtue; 
but leave us alone in our righteous purposes." 
"Sir," said the governor, taking Colen1an by the 
hand, "go on in your \vork r Let it be done as speedily 
as possible, and my best wishes attend you!" 
All \vhich was 1110St considerate on the part of the 
governor; 1110st benignant. Undoubtedly he ,vas sin- 
cere in every uttered ,vord; at that tilne he intended 
to do as he had said. But Johnson fell on evil COlll- 
panionship, and Johnson ,vas \veak. He l'equc
tcd 
Colcillan to hasten his undertaking. "For," Haid he, 
"the opposition is stronger than you suppose, antI the 
pressure upon 111e is terrible." After SOllie cOllvers
- 
tion concerning the pri
ullers ,vhu \ycre the iUUllcdiate 
CaUse of this cunllnotion, in \vhich Colen1<ul declined 
in any luanneI' to conllllit hinl
elf 01' his associates, the 
governor and the prcßidcnt parted. 
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If at this juncture, with affairs in their present 
position, a man of ordinary firmness and discretion had 
been at the head of state authority, ten days would 
have seen the reforin accomplished and the COlnnlit- 
tee, if not forlllally disbanded, essentially so-ten days 
at the furthest. Said Governor Foote subsequently 
at the J\IcGo,van trial at Napa: "Had Governor 
Johnson listened to me, ,vithin five days after he 
hilllself had ordered the surrender of the jail the 
Committee ,yould have been disbanded, and all the 
subsequent difficulties avoided." But coercion forced 
upon the Committee the attitude of defence; for the 
thought of retiring from their unaccomplished purpose 
seenlS never to have occurred to them. 
Later that saIne Friday evening, after Coleman 
had returned to his work in the Committee room at 
Turn -V erein flaIl, a lnessenger brought him word that 

cyeral gentlenlen, Governor Johnson, Mr Garrison, 
General Sherman, and others, ,vere at the door re- 
questing an intervie,v. Coleman found them in the 
allteroonl. Johnson's manner ,vas changed. He haJ 
evidently been under the influence of the opp08ing 
party. 
"'Ve have come to ask ,vhat you intend to do," 
began Johnson, as if there had been no previous -con- 
versation upon the subject, "and to ascertain if Inat- 
ters cannot be amicably settled." 
"Outrages are of constant occurrence; our suffrages 
are profaned, our fello,v-citizens shot do\vn in the 
street, our courts aflord us no redress; we will endure 
it no longer." Such was the reply. 
"I agree ,vi th you as to the grievances," said the 
governor, "but I think the courts the proper remedy. 
The judges are good lnen, and there is no necessity 
for the people to turn thenlselves into a ll10b, and 
obstruct the execution of the ht,ys." 
"Sir," replied Colcnlan, "this is no IDOb. You 
kno,v that this is no lllob. It is a deliberative body, 
regularly organized, ,vith officers pledged to du their 
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duty. It is a governn1ent ,vithin a government, the 
very heart of government pulsating under the poison- 
ous effects of unrebuked villainy." 
"The opposition is stronger than you imagine," 
continued the governor; "there is danger to the city, 
great danger of bloodshed, ,vhich should be prevent
d 
if pos
ible. It Inay be necessary to bring out all the 
force at lilY cOlllmand. I ,vould suggest that yoa 
take no active steps; hold yourselves together if you 
like, Lut leave the cause of Casey to the courts; and 
I pledge myself in his fair and speedy trial, and the 
in1l11ediate execution of his sentence." 
"That ,viII l10t satisfy the people, ,vho, however 
they may regard your intention, ,yill doubt your 
ability to keep such a promise," ,vas the reply. The 
conversation became general. Shortly after Colelnan 
,vithdrew, saying that he could take no steps of a 
definite character ,vithout consulting his associates. 
He briefly reported the conversation in the Executive 
r001n, \V
here the governor's proposals met ,vith pr Inpt . 
disapprobation. Returning to the conference ,yith 
l\Iessrs Truett, Arrington, and others, ßlr Colen1an 
repeated the governor's proposition, that there n1Ïght 
be no misunderstanding, and again the officials ,vero 
assured that there could be no possibility of any 
halting or concession on the part of the people. 
It ,vas then suggested by a n1ember of the Execu- 
tive that the Conllnittee should promise to take no 
active steps against the jail, or the prisoners, ,vithout 
first giving the governor notice of such intention, pro- 
yiùed the Comn1ittee should be permitted to place in 
the jail a squad of say ten of their o,vn Inen to act 
in conjunction ,vith the state and county officers to 
insure to the people the safety of the prisoners. 
This guard should be furnished food and cOlnfortaLle 
quarters, and should be treated in every respect a
 
became the people's representatives, and such guar,-l 
n1Ïght be relieved as often as the COl1nnitteo desired. 
This conceded, the Conlu1Ïttce ,vould rClllaill (luiet 
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for the present; and if at any time they desired to 
,vithdra,v from tho compact, they reserved the right 
to do so on ,vi thdra ,ving their guard fron1 the prison 
and giving tl
e governor formal notice to that effect. 
A guard of thIrty under Olney had been placed round 
the jail Thursday night. These in citizens' dress, ,vith 
no di
tinguishing badge, armed only ,vith revolvers, 
and frequently relieved, stood round the enelo
ure 
and at the openings con1IDunicating ,vitIl the street 
to see that none escaped. But it ,vas more fitting 
the vigilant guard should stand "\vithin the ,valls. In 
all this the Committee did not ask possession of the 
jail or of the prisoners; but the llleasuro, if adopted, 
,vould be regarded as purely precautionary, that the 
people, ,vho ,vere apprehensive of the escape of the 
prisoners, and ,vho denlanded action, Inight be as- 
sured of the security of the men-killers there confined. 
This ,vas finally agreed to on both sides. The gov- 
ernor and his attendants ,vithdre,v, and proceeding to 
. tho jail gave instructions that the vigilant guard be 
adnlitted. Half a score of pickod men, under t,vo 
good officers, ,vore iInnlediately despatched thither by 
the COinmittee to carry out the arrangements. 
This ,vas Governer Johnson's third Inistake on that 
single Friday night. First, he should have kept a,vay 
fron1 the COlllnlittee entirely, ,vhether he proposed 
to countenance or to crush it. Secondly, referring to 
his laisscl' faÏ1Y! policy, he should have done ,vithout 
pledging hinlself: ,vhat he pledged hin1self to do and 
did not. Thirdly, to brap.d the gathering a band of 
rebels, and then to treat \vith them to their advantage, 
,vas the very irony of ,vise rulership. 
Next nlorning, Saturday, it came to the ears of the 
Conlmittee that the governor and his con.fj'èrcs had 
expressed their doubts as to the Inaintaining of the 
COlnpact of the night previous on the part of the 
Conln1ittee. In announcing to their party the torins 
of the compact, they had, 111 ore over, either inten- 
tionally or othcr,vise, Iniscol1strued them, in letter 
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and in spirit. They affirnled that this truce extended 
to a perlnanellt arInistice, alnlost to a surrender of 
right of action on the part of the Conllnittee; that in 
availing themselyes of the perInission accorded the 
Conln1Ïttee to introduce into the prison their guard 
for the further security of the prisoners and the satis- 
faction of the people, the pronlise ,yas inlplied, if in- 
deed it had not been expressed, that the case should 
be left to the courts, and that the people should not 
in terfere. 
It ,yas a source of great surprise to the Comnlittee, 
,vho had entered into this compact in perfect good 
faith, and \vho had taken special pains that there 
should be no Inisunderstanding of its terms on either 
side, to learn the construction now placed upon it by 
their opponents; it ,vas mortifying to theill. They 
felt aggrieved at the false position in ,vhich the gOY- 
ernor and his associates ,vished to place theine In 
their single - heartedness of purpose they could 110t 
understand ,yhy l1len pretending to have in vie,v only 
the ,velfare of the city should ,vish to play the citizens 
false. They could account for this strange miscon- 
struction of so plain a proposition, IÏ1nited to the single 
agreement on the part of the Committee not to nlove 
on the jail ,vhile their guard was there, only in one 
of t".,.o ,vays: either their error arose from confÌ1sion 
of lllind incident to the exciteinent attending their 
nøvel position before the people's representativ"es, or 
else, their eye
 Leing opened to their Inistake, and un- 
,villing to Le regarded in the light of political and 
111Ïlitary leaders out,vitted and outgeneraled by plebeian 
11lechanical non-professionals, they sought to hide their 
L'1ult under this base subterfuge. 
But little it availed theine The COlllmittee, ,vho 
'vere men careful to prolnise and strict to perforul, 
Inen to 'VhOUl chicanery and duplicity "Tere strangers, 
Ulen \vhose art ,vas COIDnlon-scnse, ,vhoRe shre,vd \vis- 
dOlll the energy of high and honorable enthusiasnl- 
these ,,"'ell kne,v the terIIlS of the cOlllpact, ,veIl 
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remembered \vhat they had prol1lised, and, kno\ving, 
they proposed to do that and nothing else. I cannot 
,,,,rite these vigilant leaders dn\vl1 knaves or fool
, as 
I must needs do in order to entertain for one nlOlnent 
the charge thus laid at their door by the opposition. 
F or first, they ,veIl kne,v they could not stop the 
nlOyement if they ,vould; that ,,,,ith five thousand 
deeply determined lnen at their back, men of ,,,,honl 
they ,vere but the l1louth-piece, they lnight as \vell 
hope to danl Niagara \vith a handkerchief as to divert 
the people from their purpose. And secondly, tIle 
Executiye themselyes ,vould have died sooner than 
have forfeited their oath and honor, betrayed the 
trust imposed upon them, and slunk back to their 
hOllles the slaves of villainous circumstance. They 
never proillised to rest their proceedings at this point; 
tlley only agreed that their prison-guard, introduced 
by courtesy of the authorities, should satisfy their 
colleagues for the llloment, and should not at any tilne 
be elnployed as the entering \vedge to their O\V11 ad-. 
111ission into the prison. And they never \vere so elll- 
ployed in the slightest degree. The stipulation ,vas 
of no collateral benefit ,vhatever to the Committee; 
the introduction of their prison-guard \vithin the \valls 
,vas for the sinlple object expressed by thelll at the 
time, and for nothing 1110re. 
Later on Saturday, hearing the construction placed 
by tIle governor's party on the conlpact, all the men1- 
bel's \vho had met the party the night previous being 
present, the executive COllllllittee passed resolutions 
that they ,,,,ould Illake 110 change in their position at 
the county jail, and had then 110 further ans\ver to 
make the authorities, 'v ho questioned theln as to their 
purpose. 
rhey resolved, nlOreOYer, that they ,yould 
notify the governor that they would lllaintain the 
treaty lllade \vith him the evening previous, and that 
the same involved no pledges on the part of the COl1l- 
lllittee, except that they \vould 11lake no attack on the 
jail \vhile their guard relnained \vithin it. 
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General Shernlan seemed not unwilling for an op- 
'portunity to display his n1ilitary genius in lllustering 
forces for an attack on his fellow-citizens. As to the 
right and wrong of the principles at issue he ,vas 
as capable of judging as the average citizen of San 
Francisco; not nlore so. He did not herein display 
allY renlarkable breadth of intellect or precision of 
thought. He was a good soldier; he could plan 
campaigns, and move regiments with skill and success, 
but these duties ,vere no aids to clear unbiased 
judgment. He ,vas chivalrous and loyal, but these 
are not the media through ,vhich the luind arrives at 
just discriminations. l\Iade mechanical by body drill, 
nlÏnd drill, and soul drill, in feeling and in principle, 
'v hen the high-priest of his profession ,vas touched, 
even in the henl of its garment, careless of the hu- 
Inane and just, he ,vas as ready, ay, apparently more 
ready, more eager to slay the righteous than the 
"Ticked. 
It ill became one so ready himself to break the la,v, 
Yl henever passion or prejudice dictated, to manifest 
such murderous ambition ,vhen his neighbor broke the 
la, v upon necessity and high III oral principle. U pOll 
this principle of vigilance Sherman's ideas seellled 
sOlne,vhat erratic. In a former chapter I have spoken 
of his going to the upper floor of his building and 
threatening to thrô,v Casey and his printing-press out 
of the ,vindo,v if he did not cease the publication of 
certain obnoxious articles, ,yhich ,vas, to say the least, 
an energetic denlonstration for a champion of la,v and 
order. Again, I mentioned the fact of his rolling off 
the ,vharf at l\Ionterey certain casks of brandy 'v hose 
contents had intoxicated his thieving soldiers, ,vhich 
lllanner of procedure in such cases I find no,vhere 
laid do,vn in statute-books. Yet another fact points 
to feeling rather than thoughtful consideration as 
the governing principle. Subscribing funds, in C0111- 
lnon with other bankers and business nlen, for 
the support of the Vigilance Comn1ittee at the out- 
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set, ,vhen Inade general of n1ilitia by Governor J ohn- 
son, and placed at the head of the forces organized 
for crushing the 1110Velllent, he refused to pay his sub- 
scription. Ho,y different such conduct fron1 that of 
those ,y horn for the exercise of their fixed and unselfish 
principles he ,vould have slain! 
And yet another inconsistency of SherIDan's ,vhich 
1 had omitted. Strange ho,v these things COlno to 
one ,vhen once the subject is started. 1'0 Captain 
Diu1mick of San J osé, W. T. Sherlnan writes the 
2
d of Decen1ber 1848 concerning certain irregular 
though perhaps quasi legal executions. I quote froln 
the original letter : 
"1 received your note a fe,v days ago, and assure 
you I ,vas ,ve]] pleased to hear of your election and 
that you had hung those three Inen. You may rest 
assured that Col. l\Iason fully approves of the step- 
as he will in all cases 'v hen he finds that the accused 
have fair trials. A good In any Ine11 ,vill have to be 
s,vung before an honest n1an can travel in the country. 
Ord has gone do,vn to see about the S. l\figuel n1ur- 
der. I expect every day to hear that they too have 
been hung. An alcalde can execute any sentence, in 
Iny opinion, ,vhen the jury sentence and he feels that 
there is no doubt. The only danger is that son1e Inay 
act too hastily and hang the ,vrong n1an. Such ,,,ill 
not be the case 'v hen the alcalde is a discreet n1:1n. 
Capt. Ingalls has just returned, and tells me that one 
man of that gang ,vas ,vhipped and the other t,vo 
were avvaiting trial. If they are guilty, they too 
should be lnade an example of, for then the lnany 
robbers ,yill see a detern1ination to punish and ,vill be 
careful ,vhat they do. I think a good record of each 
case should be kept, so that the territory ,,,"ould at no 
future time be accused of encouraO'inO' lynch law. 1 
o 0 J 
,vrite this privately, as you kno,v my office is in the 
Jnilitary branch of gOyernn1ent-not civil. I shall 
al,vays be glad to hear froln you and ,vill serye you 
. . " 
In any ,yay In n1Y po,ver. 
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Thus ,ve see, originating from the same source, 
three fornls of popular po,ver, the civil, the n1ilitary, 
and the social, apparently opposed to each other. In 
reality there ,vas no antagonism bet,veen them. But 
it required more than hun1an discretion for each, under 
tantalizing and untried circumstances, to lllaintaill 
that just equipoise ,vhich ,vould avoid any display of 
pride, passion, or prejudice. 
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ATTACK ON THE JAIL AND SEIZURE OF PRISONERS. 


Let them call it mischief, 
'Vhen .it's past and prospered 'twill be virtue. 
Ben Jonson. 


SATURDAY afternoon the marshal was ordered to re- 
vie\v the troops, and to have his \vhole force under 
arlns at eight o'clock next morning. Fifteen hun- 
dred infantry, besides several cOlnpanies of cavalry, 
and a fine park of artillery, with pieces of various 
calibre, \vere reported ready for service. 1\1:ore \vould 
be on the ground before sunrise. During the evening 
the Committee examined their forces in person, and 
found that a relnarkable degree of proficiency had 
already been attained. The men were full of enthu- 
siasm; they expected something to be done, they \yere 
in1patient for it. Of the regular vigilant military 
there \vere at this time t\venty-six hundred, \vith about 
four hundred under arms \vl
o had not drilled in any 
company. These latter were assigned to guard and 
other duties. 
The time was at hand. The determination to move 
on the jail, demand and take the men Casey and Cora, 
bring them to the Committee rooms, give them a trial,. 
and if found guilty to inflict punishnlent upon them, 
began to assume form. The guard should be \vith- 
dra\vn, and the governor notified according to agree- 
1l1ent. In pursuance of the right, though extraordinary 
111eaSUres seenled necessary, nothing should be done 
that n1ight not bear the scrutiny of honorable n1en, 
nothing that should stain the fairest integrity. 
Colonel Olney \vas sent for. "'ViII you accept the 
( 176 ) 



PLÂL
 OF THE ATTACK. 


li7 


command of a picked company in an important and 
SOn1e\V hat perilous lnovemellt under conten1plation?" 
asked a member. 
"I \vill \vith thanks," \vas the reply. 
"Choose then out of all the vigilant forces of 'v hat- 
soever con1panies sixty men. Let them be those \vho 
have seen service, if possible. In any event, accept 
none but n1en of unflinching bravery; let them kno\v 
that they are chosen for the post of danger, ,vhich is 
the post of honor, and permit none to serve \vho shall 
t . t " 
no so esteem 1 . 
Accolllpanied by t,vo Inen1bers of the Executive, 
Olney then visited the different cOlnpanies, and re- 
quested their several commanders to call forward such 
as had served, and ,vho ,vere ,villing to volunteer to 
go to the front on dangerous duty. .A rush froll1 all 
quarters ,vas the result; and. for everyone taken five 
disappointed applicants \vere left. 
The selections completed, the Inen ,vere ordered to 
meet in1n1ediately at head-quarters. John S. Ellis 
,vas Inade first lieutenant, and J. V. l\fcEI\vee, George 
F. \Vatson, H. H. Thrall, Asa L. Loring, and H. L. 
T,yiggs ,vero nan1ed as assistants. Then all \vent to 
drilling, ,vorking heads as ,veIl as heels and hands, 
and t\velve o'clock that night sa,v the little conlpany 
in very good condition. "There they are," said Olney 
proudly to the Executive next rnorning, "there they 
are, every man of thenl of good tough courage, and 
you can handle then1 as well as any old soldiers." 
Taking a lnap of the city, the president entered the 
nlarshal's room, and the t,vo seated then1selves at a 
table. The entire vigilant force ,vas then divided 
into squads and companies, and the position of each 
assigned. The time required for each division, Inarch- 
ing by a designated route from the place appointed to 
reach the prison, ,vas care full y estilna ted. Â plan 
,vas dra,vn of an attack; and the n1arshal ,vas in
 
structed to station his several divisions at the places 
indicated, and at a given moment each ,vas to 1110ve. 
Pop, TRID., VOL, II, 12 
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No con1nlanding officer of a division ,vas to kno,v the 
orders given to the conlll1anding officer of another 
division. Each had only hiB o,vn duty to do; ànd 
this ,vas Inade so sil11ple that there could be no 11lis- 
take. Starting fronl one point at a given til11e, and 
ll1arching by a given route, he lllUSt be at another 
given point at another given lllol11ent, neither sooner 
nor later; and there lllUSt be no nlistake about it. 
Early Sunday nlorning the Executive ,vere in close 
conference. I t ,vas agreed that all business connected 
,vith the a8
ociation, other than that ilnnlediately in 
vie"
, should rest; that there should be no adnlÏssion 
of l11elnbers, no granting of interyie,vs, or exalnination 
of reports, and that no nlen1ber entering the general 
rooins that l110rning should be allo,ved to leave the 
prellli
es ,vithout the special pern1issioll of the Exec- 
utive. The 1110st inyiolate secrecy ,vas charged on 
all. The 1110uth of hin1 receiving orders 'vas herillet- 
ically 
ealed, and though his 11lind 111ight conjecture 
\vhat others ,vere tü do, his ears ,vere open only to 
,vhat concerned hilnself. In vie,v of the inexperience 
of officers as ,veIl as 111en, a conl11littee for the day 
,vas appointed, kno,vn as the ,val' cOlllnlittee, ,vith 
po,ver to coöperate ,vith, and, if need be, to direct the 
Illal shale This conlIl1ittee ,vas conlposed of Truett, 
Osgood, II. S. Bro,vn, and the t,vo Thon1psons. Mr 
Slniley's nan1e ,vas subsequently added to the others. 
One hunJred picked Inen, of ,yhonl Frink ,vas one, 
,vere ordered to station thel11selves upon the hills in 
convenient proxinlity to the jail. They ,vere arlncd 
only ,vith pistols, and these concealed; they ,vere 
like,vise 
cattered so as not to attract attention. They 
took their position at half-past ten, at 'v hich tillle the 
jail ,vas ,veIl defenJed by the roughs. At half-past nine 
0' clock the COllllnittee's guard ,vas ,vithdra,vn fronl the 
jail, and the follo,ving letter Hent the governor: 
u To IIis Excellency J, .1"
eely Johnson:- 
"DEAR SIR: 'Ve beg to advise you that we have withdrawn our guard 
from the county jail. 
" By order of the Committee, K 0, 33, Sec'J"etary," 
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The plan of attack ,vas as follow's: Certain divis- 
ions lvere to rendezvous at certain points, for the most 
part at their respective drill-roonls or other l1l0re con- 
venient spot. The Inain body ,vas to start froll1 the 
Conllnittee head-quarters on Sacralnento street. At 
the appointed lllonlent all ,vere to Inove, and approach- 
ing the point of convergence by different routes, each 
,vas to take the position assigned it. Thi
 ,vas ar- 
rangeù so that there should be t,vo bodies on Broad- 
,yay inl1nediately in front of the jail, one approaching 
by the streets on the east side, and the other by the 
streets on the ,vest side, and on the hill
 north of the 
jail another body. These in taking their position 
should IHarch and counternlarch before the prison, in 
order to display sOI
,vhat their pro\vess and give time 
for reflection to those \vithin. Their nlovenlents 
should l)e ,vatchful, but deliberate. Round every 
block in the thickly settled portions of the city squads 
,vere stationed and patrols doubled, that no advantage 
nlight be taken of the absence of citizens fron1 their 
homes by house-breakers anJ thieves. Instructions 
,vere perelnptory that there should be no noisy dell1- 
onstrations, no shouting or cheering, nor even loud 
talking. I t ,vas a solen1n assenlbling for solel11n pur- 
poses; and let every participant in the proceedings 
feel the ,veight of responsibility resting on hinl. 
It is sufficient for us to follo,v the l1lain body, ,vhich 
fornled at head-quarters on Sacralnento street. By 
nine o'clock the streets in that vicinity sho\ved unusual 
signs of life for a quiet Sunday Inorning. Those in 
the inllnediate neighborhood began to inquire ,vhat 
,vas to be done, l)ut they received no satisfactory 
reply. Anyone 111Îght surn1Ïse, but no one had aught 
to say. 
Colonel Olney's cOlnpany, called the Citizens' Guard, 
,vas placeJ at the head of the colunln, it being their 
duty to act as executive escort and nlore iml11ediate 
guarù of the prisoners. N ext after them ,vas conlpany 
11, under Captain Donnelly and Lieutenant Eastnlan, 
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follo,ved by a French company, Captain Richard; 
then a German company, and so on. Aaron 1\1. Burns 
,vas on the grand marshal's staff ,vith the rank of 
major, and cOlnn1anded the battalion that brought the 
prisoners from the jail. Olney ranked next to the 
grand marshal; his company of sixty on this occasion 
,vere already equivalent to veteran soldiery and \vere 
in every respect to be relied upon. 
Behold, then, this citizen arlny, men of every caste 
and calibre, thus so suddenly and unexpectedly fused 
by an idea. There was the baker, dusty fro1l1 his 
kneading-trough; the bre\ver, fragrant with the odors 
of his occupation; the auctioneer, ,vith his voice tuned 
to cOlnn1and; ,vhile the Inild-lnannered banker and the 
quiet merchant, \vho ,vere fit for nothing else, ,yore 
put into the ranks beside their o\vn clerks and porters. 
Just before Inarching, Olney addressed his company: 
"The duty is one of danger," said he. "I ,vould not 
have you taken unawares. The company is disn1issed 
for ten n1inutes. Anyone who does not ,vish to risk 
his life is excused." 
N ot a man of theln moved. 
Shortly before t\velve the order ,vas given to Inarch. 
Their course was up Sacramento street to J\lontgolnery, 
along l\Iontgo1l1ery to Pacific, thence to !(earny, and 
along ICearny to Broad,vay and the jail grounds. A 
solid body of glistening bayonets occupied the street, 
\vhile on either side pressed a throng of spectators, 
increasing at every step, and the whole living mass 
nwved simultaneously for\vard, past doors and \vin- 
do\vs filled \vith curious lookers on, to\yard the jail. 
And this, "\\;Thile ,vorshippers ,vere praying in the 
churches to be delivered from the evil, and \vhile the 
,vife and children of Casey's victin1 \vere trelnblingly 
\vatching doath's creeping shado\v. Before the n10ving 
of the Inain body, and besides those \vho had set out for 
the jail fro1l1 their o\vn quarters, several companies 
filed out of the COlllmittee rooms and took different 
routes to Broad,vay, those starting first taking the 
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longest route, so as to bring then1 all upon the spot at 
precisely the saIne moment. 
Everybody in those days knH\v Colonel Gift-a tall, 
lank,empty-bo,velled, tobacco-spurting southerner"vith 
eyes like black burning balls, ,vho could talk a cOlllpany 
of listeners into the insane asylun1 quicker than any 
man in California, and ,vhose blasphelny could not be 
equalled, either in quantity or quality, by the l1l0st 
profane of any age or nation. Gift ,vas standing on 
the street, opposite the St Nicholas Hotel, talking ,vith 
a N e,v Han1pshire la,vyer named Grant as tho great 
body of merchants and mechanics filed past. 
"I tell you, Grant," said he, "'v hen you see these 
dan1ned psahn-singing Yankees turn out of their 
churches, shoulder their guns, and lllarch a,vay like 
that of a Sunday, you may know that hell is going to 
crack sh ortl y ! " 
The jail ,vas a strong one-story-and-basement edifice, 
,vith heavy walls of brick and stone, the upper portion 
of which ,vas not yet completed. It stood on an en1- 
banku1ent, since cut down to the street, and the front 
door was approached by steps badly constructed fronl 
the veritable IUlnber used as a gallo,vs in the hanging 
of the poor Mexican, before lnentioned, on Russian 
Hill. The rooms and cells were in the then half-story 
or baselnent ,vhich opened on these steps leading dO'V;l 
the embanklnent to the graded street; its flat roof ,vas 
overlooked by residents above Stockton street and 
those upon the sides of Telegraph and Russian hills. 
The street called Broad,vay, on ,vhich, bet,veen 
Kearny and Dupont streets, the jail ,vas situated, 
when graded cut through the base of Telegraph Hill. 
At this time the street ,vas not open to the city front. 
Bet,veen Montgomery and Sansome street::; ,vas a 
high bluff, cOlnmanding a fine vie,v of the ground in 
front of the jail, particularly suiting such spectators as 
delighted in a little distance bet,veen thenl and the bel- 
ligerent citizens. All the streets for blocks to the 
south and west lay open to the beholder, so that the 
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simultaneous doings in each could be easily ,vit- 
nessed. 
Seen from this spot, the assell1bling of the vigilants 
was grand in the extrelne. Up l\10ntgolnery street 
they came, up Kearny, Dupont, and Stockton; up 
through the cross-streets, and for\vard and back,vard 
frolTI street to street as each cOll1pany had been ap- 
pointed. Column after column nlarched up to the 
prison, some passing, ,vheeling, and counterlnarching 
to their places ,vith fixed bayonets and military pre- 
cision. In their plain attire the lnen ,vere less con- 
spicuous than their arms. The streets seenled filled 
with a solid blue of steel. 
Just as the column began to lTIOVe, Mr Watkins, 
one of the most active and reliable upon the vigilant 
police, ,vas ordered to take t\VO carriages frOlTI the 
Plaza and drive directly to the jail. lIe had been there 
but a few moments when he found himself helnn1ed in 
on every side. All the avenues leading to the spot ,vere 
suddenly filled with soldiers, and house-tops round the 
jail ,vere taken possession of by vigilant riflen1en. 
T,venty thousand persons had by this timo gathered 
upon the hills adjacent as spectators of \vhatever was 
to happen. 
" Having only a moderate military experience," says 
Mr Colelllan, "I perhaps exaggerated the precision 
with "\vhich these nloven1ent
 were Inade; but to llle it 
was very charll1ing to see every single comnland 
arriving at its respective objective point almost ,vith- 
in half a n1inute of each other." 
The entire force thus brought together fornled a 
cOITlplete cordon round the b
ock on which the prison 
stood, \vith a regularity that comlllanded the admira- 
tion of all present. "We see now \vhat this means!" 
was ,vritten with smiles upon the face
 of the troops 
along the line, brought to a halt by the nleeting of 
other lines. Noone ,vas allo\ved to come within the 
lines formed by the military, or to pass out fronl the 
enclosure. 
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, "'hile for the JDOnIellt the destinies of the day were 
left in the hands of the n1Ílitary, the ,val' C01l1111ittee, 
accolnpanied Ly the pre
ident, hastened to quarters 
reserved for thelll on the corner of Broad,vay and 
Stockton streets, cOllunanding a full vie,v of the field. 


It ,vas one of San Franci
co's loYelie
t of loyely 
Sundays. The 
tillne
s of aX e,v England Sabbath 
ushered in the Ineluorable day,vith that soft sunshine 
,vhich under a cloudless sky freshens the air ,vith 
ocean n1Ïsts. This quietude aR the day 'v ore by ,vas 
broken, not by rude alarIl1s, but by the lo,v tone uf 
occasional C0l11n1and and the echo of the measured 
tread of nlany 111en joined in one purpose. 
.l\gain, ,vhen the bustle attending the arrival of 
forces at the prison had subsided, there fell upon the 
11Iultitude another fstillness, deeper anc
 n10re 
oleilln 
th
n that of the unruffled l1)orning, the silence of 
a,vful expectation. It ,vas characteristic of the day, this 
noiseless self-restraint, ,vhich rcn10ved their doings as 
far as possible frOID riotous dernonstrations or passion- 
ate outbursts of ten1per. The IHarching of the 
iti- 
zen cOlllpanies ,vas unattended by drum-beat or the 
sound of instrulnent, and ,yords ,vere spoken only at 
intervals, and then in lo,v tones. 
The line dra,vn up in front of the jail extended frorn 
Kearny nearly to Stockton 
treet. All the hou:-,es 
on the opposite side of the street fronl the jail ,vere 
searched, that there might be no surpribe froiTI that 
direction. IUlll1ediately the Citizens' Guard had taken 
their stand in front of the jail a squad of artillerists 
under Colouel Johns arrived ,vith a six-pounder, the 
property of the First Caljfornia Guard, taken by a 
company under James F. Curtis for the use of the 
viO'ilants on this occasion from the store of )Iacon- 
dr
y and Conlpany, \vhere it ,yas lying. The gun ,vas 
placed in position by Lieutenant Elli
; it ,vas then 
deliberately loaded ,vith po\vdcr and ball, and the 
match lighted ready for instant u::;e. 
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At this juncture Marshal Doane rode up to the 
door of the prison and gave three Sluart taps \vith 
the handle of his riding-\vhip. The "Ticket openeù 
and the follo\ving letter, addressed to the sheriff, ,vas 
passed in: 
"David Scannell, Esq.:- 
" SIR: You are hereby required to surrender forthwith the possession of 
the county jail now under your charge to the citizens who present this de. 
mand, and prevent the effusion of blood by instant compliance. 
" By order of the COl\ll\IITTEE OF VIGILANCE." 


This ,vas at ten Ininutes past twelve. )Iark the 
hour. The guard of ten had been ,vithdra\vn at half- 
past nine, leaving the sheriff in full possession. The 
notification of such ,vithdrawal had been delivered to 
Governor J ohnsol1 in person by a 11lenlber of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee at eleven o'clock. The dellland 
no\v made for the surrender of the jail \vas at ten 
minutes past twelve. The governor ,vas advised by 
his friends, spies upon the Comlnittee, of the fact that 
Casey was to be removed an hour before he ,va
 taken. 
There was plenty of tinle for hinl to bring out his 
forces if he could command any, or if he ,vas so in- 
clined. Lest the charge of duplicity, or breach of 
faith, might be laid at their door, these events, and 
the exact llloment of their occurrence, were noted in 
the records of the association. The charge that this 
guard of ten ,vas introduced for the purpose of open- 
ing the jail doors to three thousand armed men, "Tho 
could have blo\vn the ,vhole affair to atoms in five 
minutes, sho,vs ho,v scant the foundation on ,vhich a 
lie lnay be based. 
Mr Watkins, ,vho ,vas one of the captains of the 
guard of ten, states that Scannell, the sherif!: and 
Harrison, his deputy, ,vere disposed to treat hinl 
cavalierly at first, but becalue lllore affable as titne 
,vent by. He further affirnls that Billy 
lulligan ,vas 
the only nlan about the prison 'v ho treated hilH ,vith 
real civility. " On entering," says l\Ir Watkills of his 
first experience ,vithin the jail, ",ve found a large 
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number of men inside, stationed allover the jail, all 
,veIl arn1ecl ,vith double-barrelled shot-guns, rifles, and 
other arlns, in addition to the regular force of the jail. 
ß1any of thenl ,vere very valorous ,vhile they ,vere 
inside; they outnulnbered us about ten to one." Billy 
quite ,von his heart; the fact is, 1\1 ulligan did not 
kno,v ho\v soon he lnight be in a prison of ,vhich 
Watkins ,vas keeper, and that not as captain of a 
guard of honor, but as captain of a band of thieves 
and lllurderers. "But among the Inodest men there," 
continues Watkins, "the lllan 'v ho treated us the best, 
and recognized us as the agents of the Vigilance Com- 
lnittee, ,vas Willia.1n l\lulligan. He ,vas on guard 
there ,vith the rest, and treated us in a very gentle- 
lnanly manner, to my surprise ordering breakfast for 
us, and providing other accomnlodations." 
There "'"ere no,v not more than twenty officials 
about the prison, and it ,vas soon discoyered that the 
sheriff intended no resistance. Standing upon the 
jail roof, apparently spectators only of the singular 
scene, 'vere t,vo deputy-sheriffs and three or four 
police officers, none of ,vhom lnade any display of 
arms. These at one tin1e made a move as if to de- 
scend, when the nlarshal shouted, "Stay ,vhere you 
are, or ,ve ,vill fire on you I" Within the prison ,yere 
Sheriff Scannell, ,vith t,vo or three deputies, and 
l\larshal North, ,vith one or t,vo policemen, all 
,vatching the movements outside ,vith intense in- 
terest. Of serious aspect ,vere their countenances, 
but there ,vas nothing in them to sho,v anger or op- 
position. 
What 'v ere the thoughts of the crilninal Casey, as 
he lay in jail, the centre of this social whirl,vind ,vhich 
his evil destiny had so unexpectedly invoked 1 The 
journals of the day furnished him entertaining-reading 
enough; some of them ,vere a little too personal in 
their remarks to suit his pride, but after all it was a 
grand thing to be the subject of general commotion. 
This was the most glorious killing of the time; his 
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shot had struck not one, but thousands, and there 
,vas a pleasing fear in seeing then1 ,vince under the in- 
fliction of his chastiselllellt. Scores of friends visited 
hin1 in prison; he ,vas their champion, and they 
,vere rallying nobly to his defence; everything that 
Inoney could buy ,vas at his service; on the \vhole 
he ,vas ,veIl 
atisfieJ ,vith his quarters. But should 
his victinl die-ah, there ,vas the danger! In that 
event his friends n1Ïght not be able to protect hin}, 
and he might be torn in pieces by this infuriated 
rabble. The fact is, although Casey did not kno\v, 
could not know, the extent of the terrible and de- 
termined preparation then being nlade in secret for 
his punishn1ent, he did not feel conlfortable as he lay 
in jail reading of the doings on his behalf of his fellov\T- 
citizens. And no,v to hinl the shado,v of the vigilant 
army ath\vart his rri
on ,vall
 ,vas as un\VelCOlllo a 
visitation as \vas the shade of his lnistress Dido to 
piouR Æneas in hell. Take it altogether, he \vished he 
had not killed King. 
On this still Sabbath lllorning, ,vith its flood of 
golden sunlight freshened by the soft airs of ocean, 
\vhen one \vould think that even a lllurderer n1ight 
find lllolnentary repose but for the thought of having 
blotted so fair a sight from the eyes of a fello\v-1l10rtal, 
Ca
ey had felt the approach of his Inar
hal1ed ene- 
mies, tbough at first he could not see then1. There 
,vas a closeness in the atlllosphere clo
er than that 
caused by prison ,valls; there \vas a darkness in the 
univerbe darker than that of his prison cell. As his 
companion
 recited tu hin1 the 
cene of the gathering, 
as they pernlitted hilll to look out upon the angry 
human clouds that darkened tùl that vicinity, he did 
not hear and see so much as feel their soul-stifling 
presence. Reading that \vhich hú 1110St feared in the 
face of the sheriff, \vhu no\v approached hÌ1n \yith the 
vigilant order for the prisoner's delivery in his hand, 
Casey, terror-stricken and overcome, threw up his 
hands and cried: 
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"What! are you going to betray llle and give me up1" 
" James," said Scannell, "there are three thousand 
armed men coming for you, and I have not thirty sup- 
porters about the jail." 
" N ot thirty I" replied Casey; "then do not })eril 
life for me. I \vill go with them. And yet I ,yill 
not I" he exclaimed, starting up and dra \ving a long 
knife \v hich he had kept concealed; "I ,viII never be 
taken from this place alive! Where are all you brave 
fello\vs \vho ,vere going to see me through this affair 
so safely 1" 


When the war committee, from their point of ob- 
serv{ttion, saw their plans so perfectly cOlnpleted, sa\v 
their forces standing invincible around the jail, sa\v 
their cannon planted before the door, and the lighted 
match, and saw the marshal deliver their message to 
the sheriff, they stepped forth, entered their carriages, 
and drove hastily to the scene of action, the ranks 
opening for them, and the marshal and his staff 
saluting them as they approached. 
Taking their station in front of the prison, they were 
immediately surrounded by Olney's guard, \vho formed 
a hollow square about them. A deputation of the 
\var comlnittee, with the president at the head, and 
accompanied by Mr Truett, all under a strong guard, 
then approached the prison door and delnanded ad- 
mittance. Sheriff Scannell appeared immediately and 
opened the door to them. They entered, leaving their 
guard at the door. 
" We have come for the prisoner Casey," said Cole- 
man. " We ask that he be peaceably delivered us 
handcuffed at the door imn1ediately." 
"U nder existing circumstances I shall make no re- 
sistance," replied the sheriff; "the prison and its con- 
tents are yours." 
" We want only the man Casey at present," exclaimed 
Truett pointedly. "For the safety of all the rest we 
shall hold you strictly accountable." 
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The sheriff then proceeded to the prisoner's cell and 
informed him of the demand. Casey agreed to go, but 
peremptorily refused to be handcuffed. He moreover 
subn1itted the following proposition in writing, ,vhich 
he requested Scannell to deliver: 


"To the Vigilant CommiUee:- 
" GENTLE:\IEX: I am willing to go before you if you will let me speak but 
ten minutes. I do not wish to have the blood of any man upon my head. 
"J. P. CASEY." 


Evidently Casey feared immediate execution as at 
the hands of a mob. 
l\Iean,vhile Deputy Harrison had made an effort 
to induce the prisoner to acquiesce in their demands, 
but he only flourished his knife the more excitedly, 
and swore he ,vould plunge it into his heart sooner 
than submit. Marshal North then caIne for,vard and 
said that Casey had promised hiln that if t\VO respect- 
able citizens ,vould give him assurance of gentlen1anly 
treatment, that he should not be dragged through the 
streets like a dog, that he should have a fair trial, and 
be allo,ved to SUlnmon '\vitnesses, he ,vould quietly 
yield to their wishes; other,vise he Inight as ,yell die 
then and there. 
" Show us the prisoner," demanded Coleman. North 
led the way to Casey's cell. His Inanner ,vas still 
greatly excited; his eye ,vas ,vild, and the long sharp 
dagger he still flourished in his hand. Colelllan 
fastened his deep clear eyes upon him, and regarding 
him steadily, sharply for some tilne, finally spoke: 
"Lay down that knife." Casey, the pOQr hunted 
criminal, sa,v in that eye the Inaster, and he obeyed. 
"All your requests are granted," Coleman 110'V as- 
sured Casey; then turning to North he said, "Open 
the cell ùoor and bring hin1 out." Coleman and Truett 
then returned to the jail door. Presently Marshal 
North appeared ,vith the prisoner, and delivered hinl 
to the deputation. He ,vas not ironed, the Con11nittee 
having ,vaived that demand; and they supposed him 
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unarmed, but at that nlonlent he had another dagger 
conceal ed in his boot. 
As the president and 1\lr Truett, ,vith their associates 
of the ,var conln1ittee, elllerged froin the prison door 
,vith Casey in their 111idst, and began slo,v ly to descend 
the steps of the embankillent, a burst of grateful re- 
lief rose to the lips of the vast nlultitude surrounòing 
the vigilant forces; rose tinlidly at first, for round the 
prison all ,vas silent as death, and began to roll up the 
hill-sides, and quickly ,vould have swelled to their sum- 
mits, 'v hen lo! the president, ,vith hat removed and 
uplifted hand, beckoned silence, and in1mediately all 
,vas still. Hushed ,yas the half-uttered cheer, and 
stifled the shout of joy; for after all it ,vas the victory 
of t,venty thousand over one "Tretched offender. More- 
over, this ,vas not revenge, but duty. 
I t ,va
 one of the 11l0st touching episodes of the 
epoch, the quick response to that silent request. 
Nothing could have better evidenced the ,varIn sym- 
pathy of the Inasses for the association, and the re- 
spect for and confidence in the leallers, than this quick 
obedience to a silent signal made on the very verge 
of an outburst of exultant applause. Moreover it 
spoke the innate nlanliness of those ,vho could so in- 
stantaneously see the propriety of thus suppressing 
demonstrations of joy in. the presence of one poor 
crÏ1ninal, po,verless to resist. Yet none the less real 
to thenl and to him ,vas the shado,y of retribution 
cast by that unspoken applause ,vhich shut the shiv- 
ering 1nurderer fron1 the cheering rays of human 
syn1pathy. Alas! ,vhy should he ,vish to live, on 
'v hOlll all eyes glared abhorrence! 
At the foot of the steps the guard took the prisoner, 
and leading hÏ1n to a carriage in ,vaiting placed hinl 
,vithin it. At his request ::\Iarshal N orlh took a seat 
by hi
 side, and 1\11' Coleman and 1\11' Truett occupied 
the renlaining t,yO seats. 1\11' Sllliley placed hinlself 
beside the driver, and 1\11' vVatkins took his station by 
the carriage door. The guard formed a complete 
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square round the vehicle, the n1ain body of the vigil- 
ant forces follo,ved, and in this n1anner the prisoner 
Casey ,vas escorted to the COIDlnittee rOOlns on Sacra- 
mento street, and placed in a sn1all cell ,vhich had 
been hastily constructed on the east side of the large 
room. A knife and his papers ,vere taken from him. 
Before leaving the jail the ,var committee had 
notified the sheriff that in one hour they should in 
like n1anner require at his hands the person of Charles 
Cora, ,yarning him Inean\\Thile that no person other 
than the sheriff or his deputies should be allo\ved to 
pass the prison door. About half the vigilant force 
had remained on the ground to guard the jail, \vhile 
the remainder served as escort of the first criminal to 
the Committee rooms. 
The marshal and ,var committee had been directed 
by the executive COl11111ittee to accept possession of 
the jail in the name of the Committee of Vigilance. 
The ,var comn1ittee now concluded to leave the jail 
in possession of the sheriff upon his surrendering the 
person of Charles Cora. 
In accordance ,vith the notification given the sheriff, 
at the expiration of the hour named the ,var COlll- 
mittee again appeared at the jail door and demanded 
that Charles Cora should be brought them. The 
sheriff no,v hesitated, and requested thirty minutes 
in ,vhich to consider the matter. These ,vere granted 
him, but he still declined passing out any n10re 
prisoners, saying that as they possessed the po,ver 
they n1Íght take the ,vhole jail if they desired. The 
COllln1ittee assured the sheriff that he ,vas the proper 
custodian of the jail, responsible for the safety of its 
inmates, and that they had no disposition or intention 
at that time to interfere ,vith his duties further than 
in obtaining possession of Cora; but Cora they,vould 
have. The sheriff finally complied, and the murderer 
of Richardson ,vas like,vise reilloved to the Committee 
rOO1l1S. 
Lying in jail at this time was one Rodman Backus, 
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a rough, sonIe,vhat respectably connected, ,vho had 
killed a Gerll1an at the corner of Stout alley and 
Washington street because the latter had dared to 
visit the lady of his affections residing in the alley. 
He had been tried, found guilty, and sentenced to the 
state-prison, and the Gerlnan vigilants insisted that 
this lnan like,vise should be taken from the prison, as 
his friends seemed deternlined to have him released 
on a technicality. After witnessing the denIonstra- 
tions of this Sunday, Rodlnan lost all taste for liberty, 
and begged retirement at San Quentin. That night 
he ,vas taken over from the jail to the state-prison in 
a small boat. 
A grand rush of spectators had been made fronl 
the jail and its vicinity to the streets round the Conl- 
mittee rooms. It being their constant purpose to alIa y 
excitement so far as possible among the people, l\Ir 
Do,vs and l\lr Burns vvere requested by the cxccutiYé 
comlnittee to address the people, and to say that it 
,vas the intention of the Committee not to be hasty. 
This information they ,vere requested to convey in as 
fe\v ,yords as possible. l\lr Do,vs presented himself 
at the ,vindow and inforlned the people that no exe- 
cution ,vould take place that day. 
"'Vhere are Cora and Backus1" asked one. 
"The Committee hold possession of the jail, and all 
the prisoners are safe," ,vas the reply. 
Apparently satisfied, the cro,vd slo\vly dispersed. 
Three hundred men ,vere retained at the COlllll1ittee 
roonlS as guard for the night; the ,,'"ork of tho day 
being no,v accomplished, the remainder \vere perlnitted 
to disperse. One by one the several companies filed 
off to their respective roonlS, some of thenl nlarching 
do,vn to the ,vater to discharge their arms and re- 
turning to leave them freshly loaded. A guard of one 
hundred also ,vatched the jail that night. 
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and political friends, have taken a di{icrent vie\\'" of 
his official duty upon the point of issuing the procl3,111a- 
tion, it seeiDS to us that he 111ight revoke that docn- 
lIlent \vith the approval of nine tenths of the people 
of the state, and \vithout any violation of conscien- 
tious vie\vs of duty, or loss of official or personal 
character. I-Iad that document been revoked t\VO 
\veeks ago, \ve are confident that J. N eely Johnson 
\vould havc in1illediately con1.n1.anded again the respect 
and full confiJence of the people of the state. A 
proper course no\v lIlay produce a like result. But 
that course lIlUSt be divested entirely of lllilitary 
threats and displays, or it cannot prove acceptable to 
the people. By a fair, just, and InagnanilIlolls policy 
on both sides this San Francisco difficulty Inay bo 
adjusted honorably and satisfactorily to aU parties in 
t\VO days. To effect this, ho\vever, there rnust be 
concessions on each side. There must be no stubborn 
adherence to indi yidual opinions, no further \var upon 
abstractions and technicalities, no \varring of preju- 
dices and passions around the board. A fe\v lIlcn 
\vith cool heads can settle the difficulty in a clay." 
A lengthy eùitorial upon the subject of conciliation 
appeared in the same journal on the follo\ving n1.orn- 
ing, in \vhich the governor \vas urged to take iUll11C- 
diate steps for settling the difficulty an1icably. "Our 
desire to have this unnatural controversy closed by 
compron1Ïse," says the editor, "does not arise froln 
any anxiety for the Vigilance C0111n1ittee. They are 
too strongly organized in San Francisco, and too 
firmly sustained by the great hea:-t of the people, to 
be disturbed by any force that can be brought against 
them froln any quarter so long as thcy keep right on 
their side. Our anxiety is for tho state o:wcers theIn- 
selves. A fierce conflict bet\veen then1. and tho people 
\vould seal their fate as officers; and should thc livcs 
of a half-dozen good 111en be sacrificed by their orders, 
t he state \,,"ould soon be found too slna11 to hold 
them. But all danger of a hostile collision can be 
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and shoulJ be placed beyond hUll1an contingency by 
the act of the executive. V\T ere ,vo in his position ,ve 
should not hesitate to visit San Francisco, and say 
plainly to those citizons 'v hat we 'v ere ,villing to d
 
to produce again peace and harmony. We should ex- 
pect to 111ake honorable and nlagnanimous concessions 
to the spirit of liberty ,vhich has exhibited itself in 
San Francisco, and ,ve should expect to be met in the 
same catholic and generous spirit by the Committee. 
"1 e should propose to revoke the military order to 
General ShernJan, to lnodify by another docunlent 
the military and insurrection portion of the pro clan la- 
tion, and, upon such conditions as might be agreed 
upon, declare a general amnesty for the past acts of 
the Committee." 
Follo,ving up the subject ,vith the same earnestness 
on l\fonday, the 30th of June, the saIne ,vriter con- 
tinues and thus exhorts the po,vers on Sacramento 
street: 


"The Vigilance Committee are in a position of such strength, possess 
power undisputed in San Francisco, that they are in a situation to offer gener- 
ous concessions and liberal terms to the state, without subjecting themselves 
to the suspicion of being influenced by their fears, or by any motive save that 
of giving peace' and quiet to the community which they have purifieò morally 
by their acts. "\Vhile the least uncertainty existed as to their position, they 
exhibited consummate wisdom in every movement, Possessed now of power 
almost unlimited let them have a care that it does not so intoxicate them as 
to lead to acts which will be pronounced blunders. Their power was volun- 
tarily conferred in a day; it may voluntarily be withdrawn in a night. If 
Hopkins fortunately lives, the case of Judge Terry can be disposed of in ac- 
cor(lance with the demands of justice, and without embarrassing the Commit- 
tee, If death follows the wound inflicted by the judge, to save his life will be 
difficult if not impossible. Hence the reason why we urged the executive to 
go to the bay on Saturday and close the matter at once and before a fatal ter- 
mination could follow in the case of Hopkins. But some of his friends thought 
he had better not go. It was suggested that so great was the excitement that 
he might be uncourteously treated in the streets, an idea that ne\
er entered 
our mind. 'Ve do not belieye that the governor would have been sub- 
jcctcd to insult; our opinion of the citizens of San Francisco leads us to think 
otherwise. " 


Balancing thus the pride and the interest of both 
sides ,vith no little skill and calmness, this writer 
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Lookers on many times see more than gamesters. 
Bacon. 


I H.\TE said that there ,vere several standpoints 
from ,vhich to vie,v this 1110Vement, notably t,yO \vhich 
present to us its inner and its out\vard phases. Fol- 
lo\ving affairs chronologically, let us exan1Íne the 
matter in the present chapter froin yet a ne\v point 
of observation, our out,vard vie,v of this social sea, 
,vhite foan1ing in its mad unrest. 
J an1es ICing of William \vas shot on \Vednesday, 
l\Iay 14th. Next day the follo\ving printed address, 
over the signature 'Brutus,' placarded throughout 
the city acteJ as fuel to the flalne: 
"Emergency of the moment! To the people! Friends and fellow-citizens. 
lend me your ears! The time was when in San Francisco many among us, 
law-abi/ling men, regretted the acts of the Vigilance Committee, and were 
willing to hope that if the law of the land had been duly supported the guilty 
would have met \vith their deserts, Since then experience has convinced us 
that the law is here a mockery; that the weak, the poor, the stranger, may 
pay his misdeeds by the forfeiture of his liberty or his life; but the rich 
viHain, the powerful gambler, supported by his rich confederates, laughs at 
the impotence of the law, and stalks through our streets with bowie-knife or 
revolver to work out his wicked will, conscious of a friend at court who will 
screen him from his deserts. Patience is a virtue, but there is a point beyond 
which it degenerates into cowardice. Obedience to the law is the duty of 
every .citizen; but when the law is effete, or its protection becomes tyr:wnical, 
resistance becomes the duty of every freeman. Such is the present emergency 
to our view. Law and its courts are a farce; murder stalks amongst us amI 
must be checked, Then up, friends, and let the majority of the pcople try 
the presllmed murderer, and then, if he be guilty, execute," 


Throughout the day the excitelnent increased rather 
than dilninished. l\Io
t of the daily papers, particu- 
( 19:1 ) 
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larly tho religious journals, "'"ere in favor of pron1pt 
and deternlined nleasures. T\vo or three of thenl, 
ho""üver, ranged thenlselves on the side of la,,," and 
order, and opposed the Vigilance Con1lnittee; but. 
public sentin1ent \vas not \vith theIn, and they never 
after,vard recovered fronl the effects of their course. 
The pulpit \vith fe\v exceptions fully approved the 
action of the people. The next evening the Bullctill 
appeared \vith a significant blank colullln in place of 
a leader. On every side "Tas heard the cry "Hang 
the n1urderer I" A flood of c01l1munications poured ill 
upon the B1l llet in. "l\Iy God I" says one, "is it po
- 
sible that the people of this city are such a craven set 
of co\vards as to suffer this grievous ,vrong 
 No, 
no! Let every man in this city enroll hilnself at 
once in this Vigilance COTIlnlittee, and let us rid the 
city of these infalIlous thieveH and assassins." "Ha<1 
Cora been hanged, J alTIeS ICing ,vould not have been 
shot," said another. At Sacraillento, Stockton, 1\larr8- 
ville, Sonora, Vallejo, and alnlost every place of {lll- 
portance in the interior, meetings ,vere held and 
resolutions passed in synlpathy ,yith the movelllent 
to,vard arbitrary reforill. An offer of a thousand 
men for the Vigilance COl1ullittee ,,,,as telegraphed 
frolll San J osé. The San Francisco City Guard dis- 
banded, and so escaped the dilenlma of being called 
() 
take up arms against their fello,v-citizens. In fact 
both battalions of the regular nlÍlitary disbanded and 
resunled citizens' dress. The first appeal to federal 
authority ,vas in the application of the Inayor to the 
captaill of a reven
'j-cutter to take Casey on board 
for safe-keeping, ,yhich proposal \vas declined. 
Daily and hourly the excitelllellt increased. 
Ien 
but lately hesitating and doubtful took up arnl
; 
,vornen talked freely of banging, anti children \.;VCll 
,vhetted their fathers' courage by their infantile br(.l- 
vado. IT p to the tilHe \yhell I(ing appeared as the 
challlpion of honesty and In orality, 
\yilldlcrR and 
assassins had been ,vaxing stronger and stronger. .,A. 
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series of masterly strokes had placed their ll1inions in 
office and secured to then1 the ballot-box, the lllerce- 
nary press, and every other Ineans of public renlon- 
strance. Alnlost every office of trust or profit \vas in 
their hands, and fe\v editors dared rouse the hostility 
of so po\verful a band of desperadoes by exposing 
their villainy. Every avenue to political advancement 
,vas blocked by thelll; no nomination could be secured 
,vithout the paynlent of 1110ney to them, and 110 elec- 
tion secured until after a division of the spoils had 
been agreed on. To \vi pe this poison fron1 society 
\yas 1\11' King's crin1e. 
The beginning of the end had come. Says a vehe- 
ment \vriter of the day, "Virtue, insulted beyond 
endurance, has buckled on her arn10r. Let every forl11 
of vice quail beneath the vengeance of her eye. 
Gamblers, I tell you that your day has COlne! Pros- 
titutes, I bid you fly to the 1110untains and ask then1 
to fall on you! Violators of the right of suffrage, 
your reign is over! The people are in arms, and \voe 
to the ruffian \v ho dra \VS a weapon, and to the assas- 
f-:in \vho stab
 in the dark I"
 
Friday, the 16th, a large and enthusiastic lneeting 
syn1pathizing \vith the vigilance Inovement \vas held 
at Sacramento, and the excitenlent is 
aid to have 
been greater even than in San Francisco. The French 
citizens of San Francisco passed resolutions support- 
ing the Vigilance Conlmittee. 
Saturday, the 17th, a lTIeeting of the la,v party \vas 
held in the fourth district court rOOHl, about one 
hundred, mostly la\vyers, being present. The officers 
comma
ding the volunteer n1ilitia 111adc a requisition 
on Sacramento for arlns and amlTIunition, to be u
ed, if .. 
necessary, in maintaining the peace of the city, \vhich 
"'"ere supplied by Quartermaster Kibbe. Captain 
'Villian1 T. Sherlllan ,vas appointed general of this 
division and placed in command of all the military 
forces in San Francisco. The military were every 
moment edging round to the side of vigilance; the 
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1110unted battalion all declined to act in support of 
la,v, and n10st of the other cOlnpanie
 ,vere by thi..; 
til11e disbanded. The governor ,vas telegraphed for; 
and there ,vere delegations frolH a dozen interior 
to,vns sent to express their sYlnpathy and offer their 
assistance. N e\vs ,vas no\v received of large and ell- 
thusiastic meetings, con1n1cndatory of the COl1ullittee, 
still farther back in the interior, at Colulnbia, Shax{ 
Flat, and all along the foothills, as ,veIl as at San 
J osé and do,vn the coast. 
Vagabonds and scoundrels presented the111sel ve;.; 
for adl11is
ion as n1en1bers of the Vigilance Con1111ittee 
in con11non ,vith good citizens; it ,vas an old trick of 
theirs; to be \vithin the fold during such trouLlou" 
tilHes ,vas the safest place for the suspected; but thesù 
\vhen recognized 'v ere carefully excluded. The 
all1e 
day the city began to vomit its hUlnan offal; 111any 
suspicious characters, not liking the aspect of affairs, 
left that night by the Sacral11ento boat. Son1e of the 
courts adjourned, others continued uninterruptedly. 
Son1e of the judge
 left to\vn; all kinds of busines;; 
\vere affected by the excitelnent, and 11lany person.i 
\vere thro\vn out of en1ploYlnent. All ,vho had any- 
thing upon their n1inds at this tin1e \vent into th0 
country; nun1bers found 'Vhite Sulphur Springs it 
pleasant place of reHort. 
The advocates of la\v and order called the n10Ve- 
111ent a revolution, and likened it to the bloody COlll- 
Inunis111 of Paris; yet again and again did they,vonder 
and rel11ark on the sole11111. stillne
s ,yhich prevailed, 
the 1110derate deterll1ination of the n1a

eB, 
o different 
froln the loud huzzas, the noisy luarching, and the 
.11IarseillaÙ;e singing of the French. Petulantly cer- 
tain San Francisco officials refused to diBcharge their 
duties, the excuse being that the COlnlnittee \vielded 
the superior po\ver, and a
 the people 
eenled to desire, 
that kind of rule, ,vhy, let thenl have it. The vacilla- 
tions of the \yeak,ninded governor, the bull-dog bluod- 
thirstiness of his general) and the innate selfishnes::) 
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of office-holders roused antagonislns ,vhich tllreatened 
serious evil. \Vith all their boasted capabilities, the lllen 
of la,v needed a leader. Either they should haye arisen 
and struck their blo,v promptly and powerfully, or 
they should have remained quiet. A quasi opposition, 
in ,vhich their o,vn dignity and the dignity of the 
Ia,v 111ight have been sustained, would have been more 
respectable, n10re creditable to them than real but 
puerile antagonism. 
Confidence in the ahnighty po,ver of forms and 
cerenlonies led many to trust in law, never doubting 
that the mob would shortly be scattered. But ,vhen 
they sa,v, in addition to other bad omens, the Satur- 
day 1110rning after the shooting, the posse co,nitatus 
called by the s.heriff for the protection of the jail, 
refuse to serve, the faith of many began to waver. 
That same day five dray-loads of 111uskets ,vith :Ullmu- 
l1itioll passed into the armory of the Vigilance C01l1- 
Inittee. Until a late hour that night the people 
lingered about the Comlnittee rooms, but of what ,vas 
going on ,vithin they kne,v nothing. About half-pa
t 
ten that night bodies of men in single file, bearing 
Inuskets, Inarched up Sacramento street in the direc- 
tion of the jail. At midnight a dense fog settled on 
the city. Upon the roof of the building indistinct 
forms stalked to and fro in the misty 11l0011light, but 
the streets about the prison ,vere deserted. The 
events of Sunday wrought a complete revolution both 
in fact and in feeling. The vigilants were masters of 
the governnlent; right and morality were dominant, 
\Tice ,vas disarmed. The la,v was dumfounded; it 
hardly kne,v ,vhere it belonged-witll the virtut>us, 
\vho disregarded it, or with the vicious, who nursed it. 
On l\Ionday, the 19th, the court rooms as a rule 
\vere enlpty. The lilnbs of the la,v ,vere rheumatic. 
General attention ,vas directed toward the Committee 
rooms on Sacranlento street, but the day passed 
f]uietly and ,vithout the antieipated denlon
tration. 
Were a foreign foe entering the Golden Gate, prcpara- 
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tions on the part of tho lnerchants and mechanics for 
defenco could not haye been luore thorough. Band:-; 
of arn1ed vlgilants paraded the streets, pickets ,vore 
placed, and lllounted patrols served day and night. 
Alnnlunition and gun shops ,vere ,vatched, and the 
general sale of ,veapons prohibited. In the evening 
it btorlned; but the rain seelnecl in no ,vise to dall1pen 
the enthusiasn1, ,vhich ,vas fast becolning 1110rbid. All 
day and half the night cro\vds ,vaited about to see 
,vhat ,vould be done. At eight o'clock several vigil- 
ant cOlllpanios \vere In arched in good order to head- 
quarters, \v here duties \vere assigned then1 for the 
night, anù the relieved con1panics ,vere pern1itteJ to 
return to their hOlnes. The cannon of the California 
Guard ,vas brought from the jail. 
Early in the Inorning of Tuesday, the 20th, the 
streets for t\VO blocks round the COlnnlittee rOOn11'3 
are packed with expectant hunlanity ,vatehing the 
Jeveloplnent of events. At nine o'clock four or five 
conlpanies are abroad in different parts of tho city 
lnaking arrests. An hour later cOlnpanies COlllposing 
tho night guard are Inarched out of the Conllllittee 
building, the relief guard taking their place. .L
t ten 
0' clock it begins to rain. Nature, in synlpathy \vith 
the occasion, spreads a pall of nlurky cloudH over the 
Lereaved city, and ,vrings out tears of sorro,,,," over it
 
Inart)yred patriot, ,vho even llO\V is breathing hi
 last. 
Cro,vds of idlers fill the thoroughfares, and knots of 
earnest talkers stand on overy street-corner. Of one 
of the classes then in San 
--'rancisco Ii \ying Ly the 
ht\v, \Villianl II. Rhodes, over the n01n de lJl
lJJle of 
, Caxton,' ,vriting in the Bulletin of J\Iay 19th, saYH: 
"They stand all day at the street-corners flourishing whalebone canes and 
twirling greasy mustachios. At night they flock to the gambling hells 
abounding in all our thoroughfares, where they feast and carouse, Let awl 
blackguard, damn their own souls, anù take the name of God in vain, (h- 
eIse, flushed with the pillage of some poor miner or despairing clerk, elatct[ 
with wine and lu::,t, they throng the houses of prostitution, and there, in tho 
presence of male and female comrades in crime, rehearse the ùownfall of theil' 
bst victim, plot the ruin of others, amI gloat in hellish triumph over the 
desolation t
ley have maùe." 
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Since the Vigilance Con1111ittoe of 1851, ,vhich was 
the last open ,yar bet\yeen the t\yO great contending 
classes, there had been continual battling in secret. 
N o,v hostilities had again broken out, and one or the 
other 111Ust yield. The people 'v ere deter111ined that 
victory should not be upon the side of vice. 
In a slightly exaggerated strain of not unulerited 
praise, 'Caxton' continues: 
"Previous to the advent of 
Ir King as the editor of the Evening Bulletin, 
the thievinJ fraternity for many years bad been in the ascendant in this city. 
Bya series of masterly movements they had secured every avenue of public 
remonstrance and reprehension, The ballot-boxes were theirs, for their 
minions filled all the offices of trust and profit in the county, and thus laid 
the basis of the perpetuation of their power. The press also was theirs, for 
no editor dared to expose their villainy and array against himself the dE>acUy 
hostility of the worst desperadoes the world ever saw. A few spasmoùic 
efforts were occasionally made to throw off the incubus, but being seconded 
by no corresponding movement in the public mind, were abuost inuneùiate]y 
abandoned, The social circle was theirs, for they mingled openly and famil- 
iarly with candidates for the highest state and federal offices, and were hail 
fellow with mayors, marshals, aldermen, senators, sheriffs, and judges of 
the supreme court. The political arena was theirs, for, courted by all parties, 
they ensla,-ecl the leaders of all, No man could get a nomination without a 
bribe; no candidate could secure his election without taking from their ranks 
a partner in the plunder. The field of personal combat was also theirs, for 
they were men of blood by nature, boxers by science, crack shots with the 
revolver and rifle, and adepts in the art of stabbing and assassination. Thus 
fortified by the most powerful influences of society, they went on from year to 
year, gathering strength as they gathered public plunder, growing bolder as 
they grew D1.0re burdensome, aspiring higher as their mnbition was achieved, 
until during the past year the theatres were filled with their mistresses, the 
public offices reeked with their toadies, and the streets were stained with the 
blood of their victims. The consequences of this dreadful scourge were soon 
felt in all the business relations of life. Public confidence was shaken, Imblic 
honor suspected, 
Iany of our best and worthiest citizens sacrificed their 
property and sent their families to the east. No man felt secure for.. a 
moment in the possession of life, property, or reputation. At this juncture 

Ir King started the Bulletin. At first he was scoffed at as a madman, then 
pitied as an enthusiast, then respected for his courage, then applauded for his 
independence, then beloved for his purity, his self-sacrifice, and his noble 
magnanimity. Finally, by a revulsion of public sentiment in his favor, which 
is without parallel in our history, he stood forth the acknowledged champion 
of public and private morality, the scourge of villainy, the vindicator of the 
freeùom of the press, the friend of every social reform, and the benefactor of 
his country, 
" 
all Francisco was not alone in awarding him these distinguished honors. 
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On the contrary, his chief support came from the interior of the state. 
Every valley and mountain in California echoed his praise, and the people 
everywhere welcomed his paper as a fireside friend, That such a man, the 
first, it might be the last, of his race, should have been assassinated in the 
streets of the commercial emporium of the state sent a thrill of honor to 
the heart of e,-ery honest man and woman from the sea-shore to the crest of 
the 
i.3rra N e"ada :Mountains, Our citizens at first stood aghast "\vith terror, 
But it was only for a moment, The reaction soon came on, and with it 
started into being one of those resistless impulses of the human heart which 
overthrows dynasties and effects revolutions as easily as an ocean wave 
dashes a yawl upon the rocks." 


At half-past one on Thursday 1\11' ICing's condition 
\vas pronounced by his physicians to have iU1proved, 
and hopes ,vere entertained of his recovery. At t,vo 
o'clock 
-'riday graver doubts as to the re
ult ,vere 
expressed. His state ,vas then considered critical. 
At t,vo o'clock on Saturday his condition \vas said 
to be gradually ilnproving, and he ,vas conlparatively 
conlfortable. l\Ionday, though lTIOre restlebs and less 
cOlufortaLle, his real condition appeared unchanged. 
During these days of suspense the carriers of tho 
Bulletin often found ladies ,vaitil1g at the door to see 
thenI, to inquire after the state of the editor's health. 
Said one An1azonian n1àtron, "\Vhat is to be llone 
,vith that villain Casey? If the Inen llon't hang hilH 
the 'VOlllen ,vill I" 
At half-past one on Tuesday, the 20th of :\lay, 
J aIDes ICing of Willialn died. Thon ,vas the <.1001H of 
felolls 
ealed. The sad intelligence rapidly 
pread, 
and 800n the streets ,vere filled \vith BOITo,yful f:'lCeB. 
The hells tolled, cro,vdH assculLled around the COlll- 
111ittee 1'001118, expecting eycry nIOlllent to see the 111Ur- 
clercI' Lrought forth to Ineet his just clOOlH. All 
places of busille

 and re::;ort ,vere l:.ll)s8d; flags tioa ted 
at half-lnast, and public and private building
 ,yere 
draped in luourning. Stretched frolH thc IJulletin 
office to l\Iolltgonlery block ,vas a fUll creal device of 
the IIo,vard Fire Conlpany, bearing the inscription, 
"The great, the good is dead; \V 110 \voulcl not IHOUI'll 
his loss?" ..L.\.nothcr device, Yiith the 1110tto, ,,
\.. III artyI' 
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to principle; ,ve ll10urn thy loss," ,vas raised at the 
corporation yard Oll Jackson street. 011 the arn1 of 
ahnost every 1nan that ,vall
ed the street ,vas the 
badge of 1110urning. N ever before had there been 
such a Ùe1TIOnstì"ation in the city. 
Tidings of his death reached distant parts of the 
state sooner than distant parts of the city; bells, in 
111casured sounds, like echoes froIn the bells Le
ide 
the sea, annuunced the sad event in all the cities of 
the plains. Glooll1 like a black cloud settled upon the 
Great Valley of California; business was generally 
suspended, the people of the cities caIne together in 
solemn asselnbly, and the lusty nliners in the mountain 
to\vns bristled in anger as the telegraph told thenl of 
the result of the dastardly deed. "We ask the people 
of San 
--'rancisco to act," said Coloma to the Vig- 
ilance Conln1Îttee; "if you need help, let the sea 
speak to the I110Un tains." The principal houses of 
Ncvada, Grass Vallcy, and Auburn ,vere draped in 
111ourning. Sacramento, Stockton, 
lar'ysville, Oak- 
land, Sonora, and other large to,vns perfornled the 
solemn obsequies simultaneously ,vith those of San 
]Trancisco. That the people at large 111ight have 
an opportunity of testifying in a substantIal 111an- 
11er their approbation of 1\11' King's character, books 
,vere opened at different points throughout the state 
for one-dollar subscriptions to ,vhat ,vas called the 
ICing testin1onial, an offering to the falnil y of the de- 
ceased. 
At half-past three o'clock on Wednesday, the 21st, 
the Sacran1cnto nlerchants held a ll1eeting, and after 
passing resolutions cOllunendatory and consolatory, 
appointed t\VO con1lnittees, one of six to receive spon- 
taneous offerings for the benefit of the wido,v and 
children, and one of fifty to carry to San Francisco 
the sYlllpathy of her sister city and to attend the 
obsequies of the honored dead. The Sacramento 
theatre devoted its receipts of }--'riday night to the 
benefit of 1\11' I(ing's fan1Ïly. 
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The follo\ving let
er speaks for itself: 
"SACRA)IEXTO, J\Iay 25, 1836. 


".J..1Ir TV", T, Coleman:- 
" SIR: There was a meeting of some forty to fifty of our citizens last even- 
ing to take into consideration the propriety of forming a vigilance committee 
in our city, and it was thought advisable to organize; there was a committee 
of seven appointed, of which the undersigned was one, The business of said 
committee was to obtain a copy of the articles by which the San Francisco 
Committee are governed, and if a copy of your by-laws, etc" could not bp ob- 
tained, then the business of said committee was to draft a set to be submitted 
at our uext meeting; but as I understand that your present organization is 
the same one that was forced into existence in 1832, and I think with your 
three years' experience that your by-laws, etc" must be much more perfect 
than any that we could hope to draft at this time, my object in writing to you 
is to know if we send a committee to your city whether said committee could 
obtain a copy of your by-laws and all of the articles by which you are 
governed-that is, as far as would be applicable to us in Sacramento, Please 
answer by return express. Yours truly, 


"C. P. HUNTINGTO:Y." 


Five thousand men gathered at Sonora one night 
early in June to den10nstrate their sentiulents in 
favor of vigilance. There \vere processions, consisting 
of hundreds, each fro111 Sha\v Flat, J anlestO\Vn, 
Bro\vn, Kincaid, and Canlpbell flats. A series of 
spirited resolutions concluded \vith the follo\ving: 


"Resolved, That although the citizens of San Francisco have repeatedly 
rejected all offers of assistance from the mountains, yet if the rowdies will 
go down to assist the military, we shall consider it our privilege to send 
enough men to whip them out." 


Says the Nevada Journal upon the subject: "The 
feeling eyinced in Sonora finds a full response in this 
county. Public llleetiugs have been held in various 
parts of the county, in favor of the Committee, while 
not once have the opponents of that organization ven- 
tured to sho\v their hand. Some n1uttering about 
street-corners, and \vise head-
haking by the fe\v \yho 
sYlnpathizo with ballot-box stuffing, and bo\vie-kllife 
argull1ents are the sum of counteraction. The DeÎno- 
crat feebly hints dissent, but has neither the 11101'al 
couraO'e nor honesty to follo\v in the track of the 
13tate Journal. 'Ve kno\v no better indication of 
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public opinion than this mute acquIescence of our 
time-serving neighbor." 
Then dark insinuations \vere thrown out through 
the llledium of the IIerald's colunlns by the roughs 
and friends of Casey that, should harn1 befall hi1H, 
the city ,vould suffer for it. This was the month of 

fay, they said-l\rlay, ,vith its gloomy reminiscences, 
the 1110nth of fires, ,vith their attendant pillagings. 
The hard times throughout the country had driven to 
the city hundreds of desperadoes only too ready to 
profit by general disaster and anarchy. Therefore 
be,vare, citizens of San Francisco 1 To your h01nes, 
and leave the affairs of the nlunicipality and the 
avenging of her ,vrongs to the advocates of la,v and 
order, to impotent judges, \vriggling la,vyers, ballot- 
box stuffers, and prize-fighters. 
" Were it not better," says one, \vriting in the 
IIerald the 17th, "that these crinlÏnals should es- 
cape justice entirely than that the Llood of Hlany inno- 
cent persons should pay their death 1 A nlob 1TIUst 
be resisted. There are persons ,vhose duty it is to 
resist it, and it cannot be expected that they \vill de- 
sert their posts. The consequence will be that nlany 
lives ,viII be lost, ,vhateyer may be the success of the 
l11ob." What a doctrine was here I l\rfurderers ,vere 
abroad, the ballot-box ,vas subverted, ,vicked 111en 
at 
in judgnlent upon their accomplices, the very life of 
social order anJ good governlTICnt \vas in danger, and 
anarchy was threatened. Hirelings ,vere appointed 
to defend the skeleton of justice, through ,vhose 
\vickedness or irnbecility criminals e::-;caped; and ,vhen 
in self-defence society strikes a blo,," in aid of justice, 
this man of peace cries out, '.' Be,vare 1 don't touch 
the assassin ,vith his bloody knife, or some of you 
\vill be hurt 1" Nay, I say, ,vhere such principles are 
at stake, better perish half the good citizens of San 
Francisco than let one lnurdercr escape. Aud so 
thought the lllell of vigilance. 



CHAPTER XII. 


THE PERILS OF JOURNALISM:. 


Tout faiseur de journaux doit tribut au 
Ia1in. 
Fontenelle. 


To be right, and know it, is dangerous. Fe\v can 
afford to be reforn1ers. The \vorld of opinion, aside 
from the alphabet of morals, is as apt to be on the 
\vrong side as on the right side of a question. A pub- 
lic journal cannot be a reforlner. As the lllouth-piece 
of a sect or school it can but speak the opinions of its 
sustainers. If it sets up a morality of its o\vn, its 
readers drop it; if it attempts to run without pre- 
tence to morality, that is to say without cant and 
hypocrisy, its readers drop it. Every journal boasts 
its independence, yet no journal is independent. 
There is no such thing, speaking broadly, as freedon1 
of the press, any more than there is freedoln of the 
pulpit. The press and the pulpit lllUSt speak to a 
class, and must tell them only that \vhich they \vish 
to be told. And of all things on earth, the people like 
to be hUlllbugged. King of \Villiam's paper \vas the 
lllouth-piece of a class longing to express its senti- 
Inents; other\vise it \vould not have lived a week. Of 
all servile, co\vardly things, a bOlnbastic, braggadocio, 
independent ne\vspaper is the lllOst servile and CO\v- 
ardly. It dare not think a thought nor breathe a 
\vord but as the reflection and echo of its supporters. 
From first to last the proceedings of the la\v and 
order leaders \vere based upon a hypocritical pretence 
of reverence for la\v, or rather for the foriDs of la\v. 
l 20:; ) 
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N o,v it ,vas notorious that of all men in the con1n1U- 
nity these ,vere in their acts the 1110st la,vless. FroT:1 
President Pierce to Yankee Sullivan it ,vas notorious 
that those 'v hose cries of 'Great is the la,v ,vith its 
time-honored protecting technicalities!' rose alike fron1 
legislative halls, court-houses, and jails; that the
e, of 
all others, in their deeds aln10st daily set la, v at defi- 
ance. The careful reader cannot have failed to ob- 
serve that the double-dealing president, the in1becilo 
governor, the stabbing suprelne judge, the Illurderou8- 
lllinded general, as ,veIl as the ballot-box stuffer and 
the ordinary assassin, all ,vent contrary to the lay/ 
that they pretended so devoutly to ,vorship. In Inoro 
than one instance in connection ,vith their dealings 
'\vith the Vigilance COlllnlittee little heed ,vas paid to 
la,v when it stood in the ,yay of passion, prejudice, 
r 
advancelllcnt. 
But ,vhat has become of our orga.ns, our lllouth- 
pieces, our exponents of public sentiment, our brains, 
thoHe ,vho do the thinking for us, those ,vho forn1 for 
us our opinions and give thelll us ready-nlade, our 
teachers, the daily press? The ranks of the leaders of 
public opinion seen1 to be den10ralized, broken into 
helter-skelter scran1bles. 1\len are seen rushing hither 
and thither and round corners chasing opinions of 
their o,vn engendering. Stand aside, if you ,vould not 
be crushed, oh, directors of hunlan progress, n1anu- 
facturers of general ideas! For one brief moment the 
people ,vill think for themselves. 
1'he California Chronicle, a daily morning paper 
edited by t,vo of California's n10st able journalists, 
Frank Soulé and W. L. N e,vhall, ,vas at this tilne in 
the height of prosperity, and second only in strength 
and ability to the Jleralcl. But the pistol- shot of 
Casey struck it as ,vith paralysis. It hated l{ing; 
n1ust it no,v praise hilll 1 I t loved la,v; but it ,vould 
have killed ICing itself had it possessed the courage. 
I t loved order and hated la,v,vhen it looked upon the 
people; it loved ]a,vand hated order ,vhen it turned 
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to ICing and Casey. I t loved and hated everything 
and everybody; especially it loyed itself and hateJ 
the Bulletin. The people I It ,vould have danlned the 
people, had it dared, ,vhile it licked their hand and laid 
at their feet its nlost hUIllLle and devout services. 
About this murder, ,vhat ,vas to be done? 
tIount- 
ing the fence, it takes a survey, and sees the surging 
Inasses on the one side and lo\vering la,v on the other; · 
then lifting its voice the nlorning after the shooting 
it cries-nothing; lllouthing generalities. Listen: 
" 'Vhat, then, shall we do? Appeal to the courts and see that they do their 
duty. Let reason and law, nay, make reason and law, vindicate the outraged 
laws and peace of society. Our courts must protect us, and vindicate at 
ònce the character of the community and the violated laws, There must he 
henceforth no trifling, Offended Jaw must be vindicated. Justice must be 
satisfied, 1\Iurder must be punished. Homicides must cease. Riot and blood- 
shed must be prevented, or society is at an end, and irremediable havoc and 
ruin will cover us like a pall." 


That is to say, if this shooting is not stopped, SOIlle 
one is likely to be hurt. If society is slaughtereJ, lct 
slip the dog of ,var r T\vaddle. But stop; this ,viII 
not do I See the alulighty pe
ple I They Inean SOll1C- 
thing; a thought has struck tliem, a veritable thought, 
and the (}!t ronicle's subscribers rave and run about 
the streets like Illad. Hence its cock-a-doodle of ::\Iay 
15th, delivered after an unquiet roosting on the fenc
 
that night; but perceiving yet darker thunder in the 
sky next morning, it again lifts its voice, :flaps its 
,vings, and hops do,vn upon the side of vigilance. 
Listen to t.he manly and independent journali
t 
no,v, Friday morning, the IGth. Ho,v lovely! 
"The condition of things has changed, Our best citizens have come to- 
gether and organizeù, The excitement has become a sentiment. They feel 
that the time has come when murder must cease, when it shall cease; when 
this community must he I)Urged of its dregs, of the creatures, whoever they 
are, who have poisoned the fountains of society and made the place as loath- 
some as a charnel-house, "
ith this sentimL_
 we fully agree, There ar(' men 
among us for whom we have no nse, They arc a curse, a leprosy, There is 
no use for the gambler, except to drive him out of the city, There is no n
e 
for the murùerer, except to hang him, If the courts will do nothing, what are 
the rights of the people? "-hen all other means of reùress fail, have not they, 
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who are the source of all power, who are all power, the right to arise and vin- 
dicate violated and outraged humanity? 
lost certainly, The right of revo- 
lution is theirs, the right of defending themselves and eaC'h other, the right to 
weed out the villains of whatever kind who league together to cheat, to rob, 
and to murder. For seven years our streets have been turned into slaughter- 
pens, For seven years, almost without exception, the courts have stood as 
IJrotectors of murderers, cheating justice by their shams, and turning the 
offender loose upon society with an endorsement of innocence, while the whole 
community knew the endorsement to be a lie. They have punished miserable 
thieves with despatch, but rich robbers, moneyed murderers, and successful 
gamblers have gone free. 'Vhat punishment has been inflicted for any of the 
murders of the past seven years? Only two men have suffered, and they 
because they had no money and no friends, One or two others have been 
found guilty. The poor German, Oldman, killed like a clog, is in his grave. 
How the lawyers and the courts tried to save his slayer! It was only because 
Judge Hager was on the bench that he was not set free on a quibble the 
second time. Dr Bald win, an old man, was shot in the back, and his mur- 
derer was cleared and sent out upon society as if he had done a good deed. 
Twitchell was murdered because he stepped over an imaginary line, and a farce 
in the form of a trial set his murderer free. Richardson's murder is still un- 
avenged; so is that of many other of our slaughtered citizens, 'Vhat use have 
we for the thieves, vagabonds, and murderers who infest the city and make it 
hideous? In the gambler's hell, in the strumpet's den, murderous deeds have 
been concocted; in the. city's streets, in the marts of business, in the <lark 
alley, in the highways and in the hy.ways, life has been taken; in the courts 
perjured jurors have acquitted the criminals, and judges have justified as- 
saults with intent to kill, if not murder itself; and if by chance one is con- 
victed, immediately the jury recommends him to mercy, and the supreme 
court grants him a new trial. 'Vho need wonder that public patience is at 
length exhausted? 'Vho wonders that a vast portion of our people, our best 
men, our merchants, our mechanics, honest, honorable, quiet men, have at 
length banded together with a stern determination of cleansing this Augean 
stable? They have a right to do it, and they ought to do it." 


Converted! but too late-the Alta has the auc- 
tioneers' adv
rtisen1ents. Waver not, leader of public 
opinion! Judge instantly ,vhich ,yay the herd 
headeth; then quick to the front and cry thenl on, if 
you ,vould not be trampled under-foot. 
Says J\Ic Go\van in his narrative: "The evening 
before the rencounter of King and Casey I 'vas in 
Barry and Patten's drinking-saloon, on l\Iont.go111ery 
street, in conlpany \vith J. C. Cremony, Esq., of the 
San Francisco Sun, and 
Ir Casey. While ,ve ,vere 
drinking at the bar ,vo \vere joined by Frank Souló, 
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Esq., of the ChJ"onicle, and another gentlen1an, alHo, r 
think, connected \yith that press. The Rubjcct of 
conversat.ion \vhen they joined us \yas the braggadocio 
anJ threats of the ICing f
tlnily, and the \vhite feather 
sho,yn by TOln in the Caliban nlatter that morning, 

Ir Soulé stated that he had been persecuted by 
J an1es King of Willian1, and had even gone so far 
as to procure a double-barrelled shot-gun for the pur- 
pose of ki]]ing hill1, and that nothing but the en- 
treaties of his partner had prevented hiln from doing 
so. The evening of the shooting of ICing, 
Ir Soulé 
called upon Casey in the county jail, and taking hilH 
by botll hand
 shook thern heartily, saying that the 
people \vould than'k hin1 for ,,
hat he had done." 
Take this statelnent for \vhat it i
 \vorth; pass the 
Chronicle's purgatorial day, the 15th, and read the 
follo\ving fronl the issue of the 21st: "J anles King of 
Willian1 is no n10re! Another victilll of the bloody 
code lies still forever. One nlartyr 1110re for liberty 
has paid his penalty for speaking \vhat he thought. 
What threats could not effect, bribes failed to ac- 
cOIllplish, the pistol has done, assassination has fin- 
ished. The hold denouncer of \yrong, the fearless 
antagonist of crin1e, the lJrave citizen \v ho risked life- 
and reputation, happiness and hon1e, in the herculean 
task of tearing the 111ask from yice and laying villainy 
open to the vic\v, lies in his bloody shroud, becauso 
he felt it his duty to expose evil and possessed the 
daring to do it." And so on. And ho\v beautiful it 
is r lIo\v sincere! This man perfornls his ullw'elcolne 
task like one hired to lnourn an enemy's loss. .1\lHL 
the stupid people sit and s\vallo\y it, because thc.Y 
like the taste of it. 
The TOLen Talk turns upon a rustier pivot. At first 
it is prolnpt and pronounced for la,v and order, and 
several days of yeering elapse before it points squarely 
to the side of the people. The next Inorning after tho 
shooting it says: "\Ve do hope and trust that the 
sober 
e00nd thought \vill provail, and that our city's 
POP, TRIB, , VOL. II, 14 
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fair nan10 nU1Y be preserved. Though a great ,vrong 
has been c0l11Initted against society, and a lasting injury 
inflicted UPOll our city, let the la\v have i
s course and 
punish this offence." The next Jay, the IGth, the edi- 
tor's Inind seell1ed sonle,,
hat perplexed. "1'he people 
ha ve the p(HVer in their O'Yll hanJs," he says, "an< 1 
can òenJLtlld that justice be done in tho lllatter, or that 
that failing, luete it out themselves. \Vhatever is 
done, let it be done cahnly, coolly, and deliberately, 
,,-ithout sacrificing the live8 of our citizens. To attack 
the jail ,vould be to thro,v a,vay nlany valuable lives, 
as its ranlparts bristle with bayonets. Rather let the 
la,v puni
h, and the comlllittee of the public see that 
the la,y is faithfully executed." The u}orning before 
1\11' ICing's Jeath it appears inlpressed by the Ï1nposing 
appearance of the three thousand under arlTIS. It d ,veIls 
on the "sublilTIe sight of a \v hole cOlIllnullity rising 
up in the n1ujesty of their po,ver and delllanding the 
surrender of authority delegated to their servants, ,vho 
have proved un,vorthy uf the trust," and concludes by 
ßaying that" it is to be hoped that the city and county 
officers \vill resign, anù not continue in office after the 
sceptre of po,ver has departed, and confidence in thenl 
has been lost." The nlorning after Mr ICing's death 
the editor is too affected to speak. "This is not the 
tÏ1ne to \vrite his eulogy; the hour is burdened ,vith 
grief, and the heart too sad for the task." l{evived, 
the 24th he strikes out in a vehenlent defence of the 
ConlInittee. AlluJing to the' reign of terror,' as the la,y 
and order advocates characterized the rule of the 
\Tigilance Con1mittee, he remarks: " We adopt the ternl 
in the only sense ill ,vhich it is true, the reign of terror 
to the rogues in the city. And long may that reign 
of terror continue ,yhich has driven the ballot-box 
stuffcrs and the election bullies to their hiding-places; 
that secures the honest man tho right to vote, and 
enjoy the property in peace \vhich he has acquired 
by honest industry; that secures the virtuous ,vives 
and dnl1ghtcru of our people fraIn the contanlinatioll 
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of tho brazen courtesan in the public streets; and long 
11lay that .terror reign \y hiclt Becures the hone
t UlaH 
his rights as a citizen, and drives the gambler and hi
 
satelliteb to their hells, Illorc gl00n1Y than hades itself. 

ro tho
e "Tho have lived in cvery violation of God 
and Ulan, to those "Tho have fleeccd the un\vary and 
thoughtless in the galllbling hells, to those \vho havc 
fattened on the spoils of office illegally obtained, to 
those \v ho never earned a dollar by honest toil, but 
roll through our streets in pOlnp and luxury on thc 
Ineans filched fron1 our people, to all such this is 
indecd a reign of terror. God grant that the lesson 
nlay continue until every rogue in the land shall flee 
our city; then the fruits of the recent revolution \vill 
be secn, and thi
 reign of terror \vill be cOlllplete. 
Busincss \vill be reSlUlleÙ; the Inechal1ic \vill return to 
his labor \vith rene\ved energy, feeling that there i
 
still 
ecurity for person and prop<?rty in Califol'llia. 
But \vho feels the present governnlent to be a reign 
of terror? Does thc n1orchant, \\Those business has been 
suspended for a \vhole \veek, and \v hose 1110ney has bccn 
freely contributed to support it? Does the hOlle
t 
11lechanic, \vho has laid aside his tools and shoulùered 
the 111usket to sustain it? Do the
e gallant 111Cll \vhu 
have sacrificed their ease and cOlllfort, and clldurell 
the dangers and privations of a soldier? Do good and 
just lllen every\vhere regard it as a reign of terror? 
vVe a11S\Ver en1phatically, No. They kno\v it i
 tJH.
 
only salvation of the noble eity they haYc toiled to 
build up. They yicld the gOyernlllcllt not nlerc tacit 
obedience, but are "Tilling to peril life and property to 
sustain it. 'Ihe city \vas never 1110re orderly than at 
the present tinle. r
1>proach one of the court-roonls, 
and it is like SOlne Lallquct-hall de8erted. The officer
, 
are lounging aLout idly fron1 old aSHociation
, nut that 
they h
ve any ousincss to t10; tho
e eloquent ha- 
rallo-ues that \ve \\Tcre \vont to hcar in that \ïcinity 
b 
 
have 'dried up,' and your foott;tep HUllds Lack a hollu\\- 
sound, and thc echo reYel'buratc
3 thl.ough the bt:ildillg 
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,vithout a response. It looks sad and desolate, and 
those ,vho have been cut off fronl the crulnbs look de- 
jeeted and sorro\vful indeed. l\Iany \vill be driven to 
that last sad alternative-\vork. It is hard, but this 
is one of the evils of this reign of terror. l\Iay they 
find consolation in a good appetite." 
Very \yell clone for one so sIo\v to see so plain a 
path. The fact is, these journals could not face the 
ruin 'v hich they s
 \v staring then1 in the face. After. 
all, JolIn Nugent of the IIeralcl \vas the lllanliest of- 
theln all; not in persisting in an erroneous course, but 
in his consistency. One respects a hearty fighter in 
a bad cause n10re t
1an a renegade. 
"If asked \vhether five n1en or five hundred u1en," 
,vrites the editor of the Sacran1ento Union on the 21st 
of :\Iay, "possessed the right abstractly to hang a 
U1an charged \vith crillle \vithout authority of la,v, and 
,yithout his having been convicted according to the 
rules of evidence \yhich obtain in our courts, ,ye 
should ans\ver in the negative. But tho action of 
the people of San Francisco during the late fearful 
excitelnent, caused by the shooting of 1\11' ICing, is as 
unlike the proceedings of a n10b as some legal farces 
of trying 111en for nlurcler ,vhich have been enacted 
in that city are unlike legal proceedings in courts 
,,
here la\v is adnlinistered ,vith an illlpartial hand, 
and \vhere all the officers of coqrt take a pride in dis- 
charging their duties faithfully and fearlessly." 
"When are these things to end 1" asks the Altec, the 
nlorning after the shooting. "Ho,v long is San Fran- 
cisco to be cursod ,,
ith the enactment of such scenes 
as that of yesterday? Ho,
 long are people in the 
Atlantic States to be deterred fron1 coming here by 
the fact that human life is held here at so light a 
yalue 
 Ho\v long is the death-dealing pistol to be 
the arbiter of differences bet\veen 111an and man here 1 
These are questions \vhich must be seriously con- 
sidered; and it is tin1e they ,vere ans\vered, and an- 
s\vered cmphatically. Through all the exciten1ent of 
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yesterday there ,vas a deep and earnest feeling pre- 
yailing among all good citizens, a Lletern1Ïned expre

iuJ.l 
that it ,vas tilne to act and llo sumething to redeclli 
the blood-stained character of our city, to save it frol11 
the reputation of being another golgotha." 
For these and like brave ,vords the Lilta ,vas re- 
,varded Ly the patronage of the associated auctioncm-s, 
,vhich it retained for t,venty-five years, and yet retains 
at this \vriting, and \vhose united advertisell1ents,11101'8 
than once, have been the Ineans of saving that jour- 
nal from bankruptcy. 
The evening press, having had n10re tin1e in ,vhich 
to consider nlatters and arrive at conclusions, exhibits 
the tone of public opinion 1110re evenly than tho 
Úlorning papers. Says the Journal: "It ,vas knO\Vll 
to 111any bofore the fatal Inoment that it \vas about to 
happen, and it \vas spoken of as a thing certain to be 
accon1pli8hed; and the fervent hope and prayer of our 
ci tizens is that these parties shall be ferreted out, that 
the seal of public condelnnation shall be placed upon 
thenl, and the Inajosty of the la\v visited upon thenl 
in its greatest force and extent. All pin1ps anLl street- 
bra,vlers \vho parade our thoroughf
tres arilled ,vith 
revolvers, derringers, knives, and bludgeons, these 
people 111Ust be banished frolll every post of official 
trust and po\ver. And if the citizens do not 1l0\V 
firmly resolve to give no rest to the Inatter froni thi:-; 
tilne forth until its accon1plishI1l011t, thon \ve are lo
t, 
and our city ,viII becolne a prey to galuLlers, de- 
bauchees, and a gang of political hell-hounds that 
kno,v no la,v but passion, and recognize no arbiter but 
the assassin's knife and deadly revolver. Shall ,vo 
yield this fair city a prey to such 111en and such influ- 
ences, or shall \ve, like lnon ,vho can justly value tbú ' 
rights ,ve have been taught to enjoy, baud togcthel 
and by a unitet! inlpul
e and a pcrsevering, untiring 
vigilanco, reclain1 our city froln thi;-; dcte
table cla

, 
and inaugurate the era of justice and tho right
 uf 
the people?" 
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And the .LVelcs: "W 0 have ,vatched our young state 
alnlost fron1 its infancv, and have ,vitnessed all the 
disorders and crin1es il;cident to a ne\v and disorgan- 
ized society, yet ,ve are free to confess that no event 
has filled us ,vith greater horror or detestation. Rob- 
bery, arson, and 111urder, it is true, have been re- 
cotded, and even the assassin has dared to lift his arn1 
in an unfrequented street, but never before has an as- 
sassin audaciously perforlned his dastardly ,york in the 
light of day, an1id a cro\vd of ,vitnesses, and at the 
risk of increasing the number of his victiu1s fron1 
illnong our Inost peaceable and best citizens. Our 
society, instead of adyancing seems to have retro- 
graded. In years past, robberies \vere sufficient to 
eonsign the culprit. to the gallo\vs. We haye no\v 
proceeded fron1 robbery to lllurder, fron1 lnurder to 
assassination. We are a\vare the crilninals in our 
Inidst form a very small proportion ()f our population, 
yet our ,vhole people are held by the civilized ,vorlcl 
as responsible for their deeds. We are no advocates 
of vigilance COnl111ittees or lynch la,v. The ren1edies . 
\vhich they afford for existing evils are perhaps as bad 
as the evils ,vhich they propose to eradicate. But it 
is in1possible that things should relllain as they are. 
A change must be effected; our very existence de- 
pends upon it." 
The religious journals ,vere the nlost pugnacious 
and la\vless of all. Thus the Pacific: "The only 
question is, 'v hat is the duty of our citizens? A Ineet- 
ing of the \Tigilance COTIlmittee has been sUn1111011e<l 
to 111eet at nine o'clock this morning. Shall the Con1- 
luittee reorganize and reassert justice once Inore in 
our lnidst? If the people have reasonable ground of 
confidence that justice can no\v be secured, not only 
in this case, but generally, in our courts, the duty is 
then plain to leave the case there. To leaye it. The 
n1ere exhortation to secure the action of the courts, 
the exhortation of the courts to fidelity, is of no ac- 
count ,vhatever. But if thore is no chance of justice; 
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if crin1Ìnals are certain to go free; if gan1blcrs, and 
prison-birds, and b]acl
lcgs yet control the forllls of 
hnv; if, \vhile James ICing lies in his gore, J aU1CF; 
Ca::;ey, guarded by friends in pri
on, can 1110ck at ju:.,- 
tice and laugh at public indignation-then let the 
strength of the people be felt once lllore, inspiring' 
fear alike aUlong the black-hearted criluinals and offi- 
cials equally corrupt. If no justice Le lneted out ill 
this ca
e, other victinls \vill yet be denlandecL The 
life of no Ulan is safe \vho dare utter his true senti- 
llients. If it beconles Ï1npossiblo to convict a ll1an 
,vho brutally assaults an editor, his fit associates 
standing around to prevent relief; if, at Sacranlento, 
a judge of the Huprelne beIich \vill turn aside fronl his 
office to attack a citizen for expressing an opinion 
upon his character; if the n1urderer of Richardson, 
purchasing \vith nloney the eloquence and influence 
of the bar, can set justice at defiance; if one of our 
nlost useful citizens, to 'v hose fearlessness and truth- 
fulness the conllliunity is largely indebted, can be 
shot do,vl1 in open day by one \vho has also a public 
journal at his conllnand for his O\Yll defence, a.nd if 
there is no chance of convicting hiul-then ,ve say no 
rnan's life is safe, unless \ve connive at the rule of 
ganlblers and ruffians. I t is a serious thing for the 
people to take the execution of the la\v from the ap- 
puinted tribunal
, but it is a thousand tilnes lllore 
serious that it be not executed at all. In the eye 
of the la\v, \vithout possibility of counter-testilnony, 
Janles P. Casey is a l1lurderer. He ought to be 
hanged. It is for each lIlan's conscience to say \yhether 
he Lelieves that, left to our courts, Casey ,viII Le 
hanged. Believe it ,vItu ,viII, ,ye do not." 
The Glube See111S nluch cOlleerneù for the liberty of 
the press, and asks, if editors cannot call superviHors 
narlles, \v hat ,viII becolDe of us? The (;-erluan JOlll'- 
'}tul, JI T Ùle Jr'ést, {Julden I!J1Yl, ..Llluil, L'Ec!tu Gilt I)Cl(.i- 
tiqllC, Le Pha.l'c, Le j)ut rÙ.tp, COIne out ill about the 
salllC strain of conclClllnatioll of the deeel, and 
YIll- 
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pathy for the ,vounded editor's fan1ily. Says the 
Gerlnan DernoC'rat: "To us it is a luatter of indiffer- 
ence ,vhether Casey ,viII be hanged or not, uecause if 
Casey is banged, there are ten others like hi1l1; and to 
call a vigilance cOlnnlittee for this purpose only is of 
no use. 'Vhat \ve do desire is an entire annihilation 
of the criulinals and galnblers, relnoval of the sanlC 
class fronl office, reëstablishnlent of the elective fi"all- 
chise, and guaranty of the freedolll of the press. As 
long as ,ve let these scoundrels renlain here, things 
,viII not be better. A vigilance conlnlittee Inust not 
only hang Casey, but must also clear out our city of 
1 . 1 ' 1 " 
)IS 1 \:.e. 
Ji"or a long tinle after the uprising, the Bulletin con- 
tinued ungenerously to kick the dead bodies of its 
enelnies. It spoke slurringly of those ,vho took charge 
of the renlains of the departed unfortunates, and stig- 
lnatized those who follo\\Ted thenl to their graves. 
Under the editorship of Tholnas l{ing, \vho suc- 
ceeded his brother, it rapidly degenerated, and ,vas 
kept alive n10re by public synlpathy than by personal 
Illerit. Tho issue of 1\lay 28th leads off in a puerile 
il11itation of the original editor, as like his as tho 
braying of an as
 is like the roaring of a lion, in 
\vhich the brother bello\ys and brays at judges, offi- 
cials, and bankers in the silliest of verbiage. The 
personal abuse upon ,vhich the journal had fattened 
during the régÙne of the original King, under the 
brother's inlpotent rule had becollle a species of in- 
tensified, blackguarding hate. He ,vho \vas not a 
friend to this ne\vspaper ,vas the enenlY of God and 
Inan. Tlere was the touchstone of good citizenship; 
and here the good citizen's catechisln: 
Who Illade you? The Bulletin. 
Who redeelned you 1 The BulletÙ
. 
'
eo \v hat end ,vere you created? The Bulletin. 
Du you love, 
ubscl'iLe for, advertise in the Bulle- 
tin; do you think upon all subjects as TOUl ICing, its 
eJi tor:l thinkf3? Y PS, 
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Then be you received into the good graces of the 
Bulletin,; so long as you relllain in the f
tith, be you 
severely let alone, be your repetation never slandered 
and your ruin never attenlpted. 
The career of the lIe.rald \vas SOllle\vhat renlark- 
able. Beginning 1st of Juno 1850, at a tinJe ,,,hen 
the nlining fever \vas at its height, it rapidly rose to 
the first rank in Californian journalisnl; alld I \yould 
here again take occasion to relnark that ncither before 
nor sinGe has there been a 1110re ably conducted lle,vs- 
paper on the Pacific coast. Its editoria1s during the 
first fe\v years of its existence \vere equal to those of 
first-class castern and European journals, and \vhilù 
fully alive to the 111agnitude of the till1es, and Lehind 
none in energy, its telnper ,vas n10Jerate and its juclg- 
lllent sounel. One fatal lnistake it lllade-oppo
ition 
to the Vigilance Conlmittee of 1856, and for this it 
ultÌ1nately paid the penalty of its life. In Septen1ber 
1851 the a

ociated auctioneers and COlllluission Iner- 
chants of San ]Trancisco, cOlnpl'ising son1e t,yeuty 
auction and conln1Ïssion houses, representing tho 
largest business interests of the city, lnado arrange- 
nIents to advertise exclusively ill its colun1ns, ancl 
these arrangenIents ,vere forlnally continued froID year 
to year up to the 14th of 
Iay 1856. 
Then sold this journal its soul to Satan. Fron1 
that In0111ent the San Francisco lIcl'ahl becanlc .the 
chaillpion of scoundrels. ,Tillains ,vcre openly praiseJ 
and viIlainy defended. The arrivals and departures 
of notable rascals \yere recorded ,vith all their as- 
sun1(,,1 titles, and alnidst eulogistic details the 11lOSt 
disgusting. Any 111an ,vho ,vas a filiLustcr, feniau, 
dCll1ocrat, or southerner, n1ight safely cl
inl the pro- 
tection of this sheet, no uH1tter ,v hat his antecedents 
or his crilnes 111ay have been. III this severe statc- 
!llent I believe I (10 not exaggcrace; I believe that I 
an1 not governed Ly prejudice, and that it is only after 
a carcfuJ and candid study of its COIUlllllS for lllonths 
that I anl Iud to those conclu
i8ns. I kne\v J ol1n 
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Nugent at the tinlc; years after "'e \vere in closer, 
friendlier relationship. I al\vays admired the Ulan, 
honoring and respecting hin1 in U1Y heart and in nlY 
\yor<18. I have had occasion to entertain such :::;enti- 
lnents to\vard sonlO of his successors, but I 111Ust con- 
fess to but fe\v of then1. The vigilance journals of 
1856 \vere in lnany particulars as bad or \vorse than 
their opponents. They ,vere partisan and insincere in 
lnany things. Sonle of then1 had taken a stand on 
that side fronl passion, others fronl pecuniary interest. 
But it happened in the ulain that they "
ere on 
the side of truth and righteousness, ho\vever detest- 
able the character of their editors lllay have been; 
but the IIerahl from the nlOlnent of its disgrace \vas 
filled \vith black nlalignant hate, and in its 
tate- 
ll1ents scrupled at neither untruthfulness nor imnlo- 
rality, though it did not seeln to kno,v it. 
Its earlier piety ,vas not unprofitable. It derived 
its full share of patronage froln the first Conlnlittee. 
Anlong several bills ranging fronl t\venty-five tu une 
hundred dollars is one dated 26th June 1851, for 
"t\VO hundred extra large posters in English, French, 
Gern1an, and Spanish, thirty dolJars." These \vere 
notices of nleetings and re,vards for crin1Ïna18 to be 
advertised, beside subscriptions and job printing. 
Froln the IIeralíl's bill of eighty-five dollars, Septcnl- 
LeI' 1851, thirty-five dollars are deducted "for the 
good of the cau
e." 
"The position of the San Francisco IIerald," says 
the Nevada JouTnal of the 23d of May 1856, "is at 
present a lnost unenviable one. It stultifies its ,vhole 
foruler course by its prcsent denunciations of the ac- 
tion of the citizens of the city in ,vhich it is published, 
for in foruler yeart; 'v hon the people of that city exer- 
cised ,vith less caution and 1110deration the po\vors 
they have recently been compelled to a.sSUlne, the 
] I() raid \\?as one of the ,varlnest supporters of the 
\TigilanGù C0l111nittee, and 8Celllcd to be half satiated 
,vith vcngeance \v hen the peoplo laid do,vn their tClll- 
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porary authority. But since those days it has pas8ed 
iron1 a pretended friend of the people to be the organ 
of the very corruptions the pe0ple are most called 
upon to abate-has becolne the tool of IDCH \yhose 
necks \yould l)e least 8afe \vere a scrutiny f;ufficiently 
keen directed upon the l110vers in luany of the dark 
schen1es continually evolved in San Francisco. Truth 
and justice have not changed, but the IIcrald has 
shan1elessly deserted thenl; and its present attitude 
needs no other commentary than its for1110r course in 
reference to scenes sÏInilar to those no\v transpiring in 
San Francisco. 
It is not a little curious to \vatch this journal in its 
death throes. It is said that a \Ven estahlisheclne\ys- 
paper dies hard; but seldom is there such a blo\v 
struck at such a journal, and \vith like effect. Though 
it struggled for several years, and in tilne reRluned its 
forn1cr size, it received its death-blo\v here; it never 
regained its prestige, and \vas finally obliged to suc- 
cUlnb. Listen to the oditor Saturday 1110rning, l\lay 
17th: "There is no denying that the storIn has burst 
upon us in all its fury, but it is just bUGh a storn1 
as \ve love to breast. \Ve are alone in this fight, 
and \ye cannot say that \ve prefer to be otber\vise. 
In our \vhole editorial career ,ve have never felt a 
l110re thorough conviction of the correctness of our 
cour8e. " 
Like the lnan of clear convictions \yhose luck it \vas 
al \vays to sit upon tho jury-bcnch \vith cloven fools, 
this editor assunles "
ell nigh infallibility \vhen ho 
ackno\vledges hinl
elf alone and glories in it; yet 
pO
Hibly there IUtty be 1110re of braggadocio and re- 
grot in these renlarks than glad courage. I do not 
k.no"\v. Then he threatens: "'\V e assure those gentle- 
Ulcn ,vho haye joined in this unjust, ,vanton, and des- 
picable crusade against us that \ve ,vill nlake thcln 
hiJe their heads for very 
hanle before "TC are dODc> 
,vith them." So the press Inay strike, but the pcople 
lllay not. Dilnillishing the size of the paper \vas in 
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IllY opinion poor policy; unlc

 it hoped by n

unling 
an attitude of per::;ècution to excite 
}ll}pathy and 
turn the tille of popularity in its f
lYOr. ,yhich signally 
it t
1iled to do. "Tben I
ing ()f '\Tillialll died. t,,"o 
black bar.;:. encloseù the notict" of 11Ï
 denth and the 
editor's remarks ,yere syulpatbetic anJ re
pèctful. 
The next day. bO'Yèyer. as if to nlake alllend
 for his 
pa

ing bo,y"to death. in a t,yO l"olull111 lcalh:r he rant
 
louder than eyer agninft the rèi
'n of terlor ll1Ïlitary 

 
 
 
ùespotislll, the ùt.fianee of the constitution, the oyer- 
tbro,," of trial by jury, the 
urrendèr of our birth- 
rights into the hand
 of an l)ligarchy. and t'Yèllty 
other 8ueh straits to "hich the threé thon
and oay- 
oIlet
 had brought us. and alulost attelllpt
 to ju
tïf:y 
the tleells of Cora aUtl Casey. Strange this lllau of 

en
e 
houltl 
o t'lHlllenly haye be('onh
 raLitl. insane. 
'\lly ,yere not all these "able anti eloqucnt nrgulllt'nts 
thought of fi,-e years before. ,,,hen thi
 same editor 
'Ya
 thro,Ying binl
èlf and all hi
 journalistic illt1ucllce 
upon the siJe of SUlllll1ary justicE?? 
COlllpare this "ith a 
tatelllent of )11' Xugent\ in 
the coluillns of the same journal the 
ïth of January 
Ib35, aud bear in mind, lllean,yhile. tbat he affir1l1s 
hi
 
8utinlents haye not chang'ed. .. 'Y e are called 
upon this morning to chronieI
 the hanging of four 
lllore criminal
, by orJcr of a people's j ury. The
e 
111ake ten executed in this btate ,,-ithout reCOUr:5è to 
the lllachinery of la ,y, \.luring the pa
t 1l101lth, Olle at 
,.... ol
allo, one at )laripo::,i.l une at lo,ya Hill t"o at 
Los ...\..ng'('le
, one at 
OllOl'a, three on the San J oa- 
quill, al
l one on Sahnon Riyer: anti in eYèry in- 
stance they richly lllèritetl their f
lte. Irati thcy been 
left to th
 :::-10'Y "1)l()COS
 of the la,,-. there i
 ll
)t the 

lighte::-t probability that any of then1 ,youlll haye 
been }>uni
bl'tl: or if Hon1Ïnall)" pUllisheù, that they 
,,"ould hayc reulaincd àllY lon.-
'cr than suitètl their 
ü 
plca
urc ill tbat parac1i:Sè of cutthroat
. the 
tatc- 
pri::-on. Let the lllurderer::, anll ourg'Inl
 of San Fran- 
cisco, y,.ho 
cC'm to hayc bcen l
t loo
è upon U
, 
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take ,yarning by the fate of their fclloyvs in the in- 
terior. " 
)j'or ,,"eeks after the grea.t uprl:-\il1g he Leafs the air 
like a luan distraught, anll in his t,vo or three ('OIUlllllS 
daily sillks into bOllloastic sophisnl and verbiage. In 
vain have I Rearched his editorials, \vrÍttcn ,,"'ith a 
nlÎlld ,,-roug-ht up to its intenscst pitch, for one sound 
argU111ent fa,"'orable to quicHcent obedience to la\v 
under tho cirCu1l1stances. 110 constantly brings for- 
,yard the people as having usurped the govornnlont, 
tranlplcd upon the constitution, and violated all the 

acred l'ights of freenlell, ,vhen no one klHHYS Letter 
than he that such \vas not the \vish or intcntion of 
the ",\Tigilance CÜ1nlllittee. Their only object and 
their only action \vas for a 11l0ment to aSRist an i1ubo- 
{'ile goveLrnnlent and put paralyzed la,y upon its feet. 
lIe talks of the sacredness of statutes, cOll
titutions, 
and legal forIns, as 1\loses ,,,"ould talk of the ten COIl1- 
1nanchnents. .L
ngels and n1Înisters of grace! Sacred I 
Ho,y sacred a scene \vas N ed 
lcGo,van pa
sing sen- 
tence on a pal I This nlagistrate, by the \yay, in COll1- 
1Hon ,,
ith other noted ro\vclies, he al,yays nlcntiol1s 
lnost respectfully, lTIOst tÒndcrly, as if fearful of hurt- 
ing the villain's feelings, (.aIling hin} 'J utlge l\fcGo\van,' 
and the' IIonorable Ed,vard l\lcGo,van.' 
The COllUl1ittee found it necossary to search cert,ain 
pl'iyate rooms suspected of harboring crÏ1ninals, and 
although exceedingly guard cd in the exercise of this 
duty, and publicly diselainlÎng "any intention of avail- 
ing itself of the po\\"er of searching private residences 
or rooros for the purpose of arresting criminals, \vith- 
out recciving perlnission fron1 the proprietors of the 
RURl'ccted localities, unless such search is countenanced 
and ai(led hy the city authorities, under the custolllary 
,,'arrants," yet the I [cl'ald's editor indulges in lengthy 
tirade8 against the despotislD of dOiniciliary visits and 
the violation of the 
anctity of households. 

rhc tern1 revolution \vas often applied to the movc- 
Inènt hy tho la\v and order party, \\Thieh unless a 
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1110ral revolution ,vas Ineant ,vas nlanifestly ,vrong, 
for revolution, in its ordinary sense, is a radical change 
in the political constitution or goyernmellt of [t 
country. The
e ,vilfully LIind ,veIl kne,v that it \Ytl,3 
not the overturning of the gOyerlllnent, hut of crin1Í- 
nals ull\vhipt by the goverlllllent, and ,vhonl the gov- 
ernnlent claillled the exclusive right to punish and 
\yould not, that the Conlluittee of Vigilance sought. 
There ,vas not a nlan of thenl 'v ho ,vould soil his 
fingers ,vith la,v, governlnent, or punislllnent, if those 
elected for that ,york ,voulcl perform it. It \vill not 
do for a lllan to be vehenlcntly partisan in politics or 
religion if he ,vishes to reinain honet;t. 
It \YItS a lofty tone he sOllletiules assullled. "'Ve 
are too firlnly ,;edded to principle to think ,vith seri- 
ous concern of per
onalities," 
ays thEi issue of l\Iay 
29th, ,y hich I anl uncharitable. enough to interpret: 
"I have taken this step; I regret it exceedingly; I 
cannot go back, for then I ,vould lose IHY 1a\\" and 
order friends \vithout gaining IHY forl11er position 
alnong the lllerchallts. Then the hun1Îliation of re- 
canting; I ,,"ould sink the paper first. So I ,viII brave 
it and Inake the best of it." There ,vas no principle 
illyolved; it ,vas 111erely a nlatter of opinion as to 
,vhether the la,v could cope successfully \vith cril11c 
,yithout the untranuuelled aid of the people. The prin- 
ciple of tho Inatter this editor deterlllined for hinlself 
five years previous ,vhen he pursued a directly oppo- 

ite course; and he repeatedly says that his opinions 
are the R,-Ulle. "vV e stand no,,,," precisely 'v here ,yO 
stood then. The only difference is, that ,ve no,y up- 
hold the la\ys and their a(hninistration, because the 
safety antI ,vell-Leing of society are involved in their 
lllaintcnallce. Then \ve justified the resort to extra- 
legal ,-Ulll extra-constitutional courses because the very 
existence of society and of our city depended upon 
such resort, The la,v of revolution i
 the la,v of 
llecessity. When the nece

Ûty no longer exist
, tho 
l"ight ceases. The neeem:.iÏty did exist in 1851, and it 
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does not exist in 1856." Clearly, that. is to say, the 
principle of tho thing is the sarrle no,v as it ,vas then; 
the right to revolutionize ,,
hen the necessity exists is 
adll1itted by this chanlpion of la,v antI order; the 
nccessity did exist, it does not exist no,v. Three 
thousand merchants and others, having as llluch at 
stake as the editor of the IIeralcl, think the necessity 
does exist no,v. And this ,vas all the foundation for 
that ,val' of ,vords, that pugilistic logic and parade of 
legal lore that for years divided the city into factions. 
The iUt;ignificance of the thing is only equalled by its 
absurdity. 
Hear 'v hat 1\11' DeUlpster says of Nugent: "The 
very morning after the assault the proprietor of one 
of the nlost influential journals, ,vho had cause for 
jealous dislike of King, editorially described the aH- 
sas
ination as an affray, and earnestly besought the 
public to refrain fronl any infraction of the la,v. This 
editor had been an active and pron1Ïnent lneillber of 
the previous Vigilance COllilnittee, and continued it
 
ardcnt defender, but no,v appeared to think the shoot- 
ing of a rival editor a crinle ,yhich concerned society 
less than he had previously regarded the theft of 
property. He had a courageous c0111bative tenlpera- 
Inellt, and having taken ground against others follo\v- 
ing the exall1plc he had set, sought to create as strong 
an opinion against the organization of a second as 
he had excited in favor of the first \Tigilance Conl- 
Inittee ,vbich he had aided in establishing. Hi8 
efforts had 11luch to do in consolidating the opposition 
to the second Conul1ittee, and inducing the authorities 
to gather arln
 and driU n1Ïlitia for the purpose of 
conquering the traitors; and there would probably 
have ensued a Inilitary conflict ,vith great destruction 
of life and property, if the over,vhehnillg nunllJel's of 
the COllln1Ïttec had not a\ved lIlany adyersarics, and 
the ,vatchfulness and 
kill of its officers caused the 
capture of a large portion of the war lnaterial \v hich 
their advcr
arics ,vere aeculnulating." 
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Seldonl have I lllet a lnan to,vard ,vholn Iny syn1- 
pathy ,yent out as to\vard Mr Nugent. Slnall, of 
light cornplexion and delicate features, soft and slow 
of speech, I1lodest and sensitive, yet lion-hearted and 
intellectually great ,vithaI, he deserved a better fate. 
This one great Inistake hovered like a spectre over 
all his after-life. And thougll the assertion 111ay seeln 
paradoxical, it is Iny opinion that this lllan at this 
juncture could in no other ,yay have served his country 
so ,veIl as in taking and maintaining the ground he 
did-that is to say, fighting under the banner of error 
',,"as, in this instance, likely to prove productive of 
Blore beneficial results than fighting under the banner 
of truth. 
The danger lay, not in the hanging of crirninals 
and the ferreting of crÎ1ne, but in the fostering of a 
spirit of nlob violence and lynch Ia,v, fostering in fact 
the very spirit the Comnlittee sought to crush, that 
of every Ulan or band of men taking the la,v into 
their o,vn hands, and righting their o,vn ,vrongs, ,vhen 
there existed no necessity for such a course. And in 
this ,yay l\1:r Nugent assisted l\lr Colelnan. Had the 
advocates of la,v and order taken this ground only, I 
should oe ,vith then1 heartily. What I object to is 
their accusing these patriots, or 1110re than patriots, 
of ,vickedness ,vhen they should have ranked the In 
anlong" the 1110St righteous. They lnight be,vail the 
necessity for such a course, the necessity of ignoring 
for the nloment the presence of la\v, as they ,vould 
bc,vail the necessity of the amputation of a linl b, but 
,yhcn they sa,v that putrefaction had set in, and that 
the ,yhole Lody politic ,vas in danger, they ,vould praise 
the surgeon for his cruel kindness. They 11light even 
say to hirn, "N o\v that you have cut off the diseased 
linlb do not cut off any 1110re;" but to blanle him for 
resorting to the only Inuthud po
sible for curing th
 
discaRe, to say to hiIH, "Ho,v can you so sin against 
the sacredness of the body, born of God, as to raise 
your knife against it 1" is childish. The fear ,vas that 
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a sentiment ,vould spring up throughout the state 
favorable to Inobocracy, and the IIerr'o.1d did nluch to 
check it. It is not al,vays he who shouts loudest for 
God that does the nlost good; praise Satan sonlebody, 
lest "\ve forget he lives. 


POF. TBIB., VOL. II, 15 


, 



CHAPTER XIII. 


TRIAL AND EXECUTION OF CA.SEY AND CORA. 


See they suffer death; 
But in their deaths remember they are men, 
Strain not the laws to make their torture grievous. 
Addison. 


No sooner ,vere Casey and Cora secure in the vigil- 
ant cells than arrangenlents were made for their tria1. 

rhe first question to determine ,vas ,vhether tl
ere 
should be selected a jury of twelve, or whether there 
should be a greater or a lesser nunlber. After SOlllC 
discussion it was finally resolved that the executive 
committee should act as a court. Counsel ,vere as- 
signed, each lllaking his o,vn selection, and every step 
being taken to give then1 a full and Î1llpartial trial. 
The prisoners, both of them, had expected ilnnlediate 
execution if they fell into the hands of the Vigilance 
COInn1Íttee. They could hardly credit the pronlÎ8es 
of their captors maùe theln at the jail; particularly 
when, on being brought out, they saw the angry 
thousands. N ow they were again assured they should 
have a trial, that witnesses should appear for and 
against theIn, and upon the proofs adduced judgnlellt 
should be rendered. 

1r Truett had pledged Cora that he should have 
an inlpartial trial; that it should not be inl111ediate; 
that he Inight see Bene Cora; and that in case of con- 
viction he should be perlnitted to see friends. The 
pledges of Mr Truett ,vere ratified and observed by 
the executive cOllllnittee. The sero-eant-at-arnlS ,vas 
instructed to Inake proper arrangel
ents for the COlll- 
fort of the prisoners. 
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X either atten1pted to deny the slaughter of his 
victiu1, but sought to excuse the act-Cora upon the 
plea that he had been a8
ured that Richardson \va:s a 
vindictive lllan and he feared his O\Vll life \vould be 
forfeit if he pern1Ïtted hin1 to live, and Casey on the 
ground that he had given I(ing tilDe enough to dra\v 
and fire if he desired. He ackno\v ledged that he had 
served a terlll in the N e\v Yark prison under sent.ence 
for burglary, but said he had detern1ined to prevent 
the publication of the fact in California. The excuses 
"
ere at best but excuses, and entitled to little consid- 
eration in this connection. Half the \vorld could pro- 
duce just as good reasons for killing the other half. 
There ,vas no eyidence that Richardson sought Cora's 
life. If he had he could easily have taken it. Casey's 
plea even in those days of easy shooting \yas lan1e in 
the extren1e, not \vorth y of notice, and even this \Vaf4 
disproved by several \,:itnesses. Ho,v easy it \youlJ 
have been to have convinced before a court SOIIle one 
or more jurYlnen \vith 1110re conscientiousness than 
COllln1011-Sense that Casey killed I(ing in self-defence! 
Ho\v Inany of King's enen1Íes \yould gladly have 
s\yorn to some n10venlent of the victill1's hand, \vhich 
an intelligent jury Þ sum1110ned under forn1s of la\\! 
\vould have construed into a threatening dÜIIlonstra- 
tion \v hich justified Casey in firing first! 

ionday, the 19th, the executive con1n1ittee \vere in 
session all day. A notice was posted at the door of 
their 1"001118 
tating that any \vho desired to aS8ist the 
COlnn1Ìttee in the perforlnance of their duties could 
do so by enroUing their names at the house of the 
engine C'ornpany, on Pine street, and holding theln- 
selves sul.ject to the order of the executive cOlnn1it- 
tee. Throughout the day 111en1bers \vere in sessioll 
at the seyeral sub-comnlÌttee roorllS \vhere the utlllOst 
harn10ny prevailed. 
Casey \vas perrl1itted to see persons on business 
n1atters, hut none could approach hirn nearer than a 
distance of ten feet, and then only in the presence uf 
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SOllIe l11e111ber of the executive com111ittee. He ,vas 
also pern1itted to \vrite to his 1110ther and others, his 
letters to be entru
ted to the executive comn1ittee. 
Archbishop Alenlany requested access to him as spir- 
itual adviser, but the COlnmittee decided that such 
service n1ust be deferred until its necessity \vas certain. 
Encouraged by the unexpected evidences of dis- 
passionate impartiality, the prisoners asked for counsel 
other than In embers of the tribunal. "Ho\v shall our 
judges be our advocates 1" they asked. But they \vere 
firnlly informed that no outside counsel, any more 
than an outside judge, \vould be tolerated. The tri- 
bunal \vas not after innocent blood. Advocates should 
not act as judges, but should perforn1 the duty of 
fi"iencl and counsel in all integrity and to the best 
of their ability. 
The C01l1111ittee clai111ed that to the la\vyers society 
\vas indebted for at least half the ills arising from un- 
cagell criminals and n1aleadlninistration of the la\vs, 
and they detern1ined that lawyers should have nothing 
to do \vith their trials. What they \vanted \vas 
justice, not fustian. If that \vas la\v, \vell; if not, so 
llluch the \vorse for the la\v. And the right they 
could determine \vithout the aid of learned judge or 
statute-book. And here let me say that these unso- 
phisticated attorneys entered on their duties in every 
instance fully resolved to clear their client if it lay in 
their puwer; and so fully carried away by their cause 
\yere they that in every instance he \vho defended a 
crin1Înal, eyer after\vard asserted a belief in his inno- 
cence; and if he cleared him, they \vere friends for 
life. The prisoners were moreover inforn1ed that they 
coultl 8Ulnmun and question any ,vi tnesses, and if the 
trial \vent against them they could have the benefit 
of clergy, if they believed in such benefit, and be per- 
Initted to see their friends. Shortly after proceedings 
\vere begun the following letter wa
 received: 
"To the Executive Committee:- 
"GE
TLEMEY: I am credibly informed that James P. Casey and Charles 
Cora, lJoth clicnts of mine, arc in the custody of the Committee of Vigilance. 
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Being one of their counsel, I am desirous of seeing whether they wish to hold 
any communication with me. If so, you will confer a favor by admitting me 
to an intervitw with them. Respectfully, 


" GEORGE F . JAMES," 


}Ir J aIDeS ,vas informed that the prisoners Casey 
and Cora did not require his services. 
A conlnlittee of surveillance, consisting of DeJllp- 
ster, Burns, and Jessup, ,vere appointed as guard over 
the prisoners; and it ,vas ordered that all COlTIlnUnica- 
tions and business connected \vith the prisoners pass 
through their hands for inspection and consideration. 
They alone \vere to hold intercourse \vith the prison- 
ers; they \vere to have access to the records of the 
C01l1n1Ïttee on evidence, and \vere en1po\vered to conl- 
municate ,vith any persons in this connection \vith 
\VhOlll they sa\\T fit to do so. 
During the trial of a prisoner none ,vere adlnitted 
to the executive roon1S exccpt the chief of police, the 
accused, antI his \vitnesscs. In all n1eetings there ,vas 
full parlianlcntary usage, and at the tria] of a prisoner 
regular court proceedings. J ahn P. l\Ianro\\T, ,vho in 
his narrative to nlY stenographer explains n1any points 
not touched upon by the others, occupied the chair in 
lllost of the nlurder cases. In the trial of Cora he 
,vas appointed to prosecute the prisoner, and 
lr Colc- 
nlan presided over the deliberations of the tribunal. 
The form and order of trial ,vas then n1ade knO\Vll 
to the general con1mittee, and the ,york proceeded 
\vithout delay. Every 111e1I1Ler of the court ,yas 
s\vorn to give a verdict fairly and honestly according 
to the testilllony. In these cases, to expedite lTIatter.:" 
a cOlllnlittee \vas appointed to aid the counsel in ob- 
taining testimony, \vith pow""er to increase their llunl- 
bel' frolll the general conllllittee if desired. These 
appointees proceeded industriously to the ,york as- 
signed thenl. A cOl111nittee on eyidellce ,vas appointc(l 
to collect testin10ny. The de
irctl ,yitneb
es "Tere 
SUn11110ned by the sergeal1t-at-aru1s. Noone, not 
even a llleillber of the executive cOlnn1Ïttcc, sayc the 


. 
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cOlnnlittee of surveillance, ,vas pern1itted to visit the 
prisoner Casey-so it ,vas ordered by the COnl111ittee 
on :Thlonday. The nlelnbers of the executive COll1- 
mittee "1"ere to render their decision by ballot; it ,vas 
resolved that a ll1ajority could convict, and that the 
verdict should thereupon be declared unanilnous, and 
so presented to the general con1ll1ittee as a unani- 
1l10US vote of the executive body. Every lnenlber 
,vas to put his name to his vote. Before proceeding 
to trial the tribunal in a body took the follo,ving oath: 
'" 'Ve hereby pledge our sacred honor to God and to 
each other, not to divulge the votes taken in our ver- 
dicts rendered in the trials of Cora and Casey to any 
living being outside these rooms. So help us God." 
Cora ,vas brought in by the ,var committee Sun- 
day afternoon. It ,vas then resolved that the trials of 
Casey and Cora should rest until Tuesday, the 20th, 
at t,velve o'clock. On 
10nday Cora asked to see 1\11" 
Truett, and pernlission being granted by the execu- 
tive committee, 1\11' Truett visited hin1. He ,vas quiet 
and courageous; and regarded Mr Truett as his friend. 
Had he not killed Richardson, he ,vould have been 
killed by him, he said, and had not Casey shot King 
he ,voulù have had no trouble. Poor Cora! His life 
,vas not much to another, but it ,vas everything to 
hinl. As the old Scotch 'VOlnan remarked \vhen she 

a\v the head of the duke of Hanlilton rolling fronl the 
Llock, "It ,vas nae great head in itsel, but it ,vas a 
sair loss to him." 
The Committee applied to the physician of l\fr I(ing 
to ascertain if he might \vith safety give evidence in 
tho trial of Casey. The physician replied that l\lr 
King ,vas not then able to testify. A committee of 
five \vas appointed to confer ,vith Mr Casey and ob- 
tain from him all possible information concerning his 
abettors and accolnplices in the assassination. The 
chairman of each committee ,vas permitted to ,vith- 
dra\v from the tribunal, and a majority of each conl- 
11littee in session pending the trial ,vas pronounced 
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con1petent to transact business. After the beginning 
of the trial the Executive ,vas to take no recess of 
Inore than thirty nlinutes until the trial should be 
ended. One member ,vas appointed to ask questions 
during the trial, and no other person ,vas perlnitted to 
interrogate until after the general examination was 
over; then anyone might cross-examine. 
At the hour appointed, namely at twelve o'clock on 
Tuesday, the 20th, Charles Cora was brought before 
the tribunal. On entering the executive chamber he 
Inade his obeisance in a nlodest manner, and address- 
ing his august judges he begged that the ferlnentations 
of the hour might not prejudice his case, and hoped he 
should have a chance for his life. 
He ,vas then invited to select from the men1bers of 
the Committee one to assist him in defending hinl- 
self on a charge of murder, for ,vhich offence he ,yas 
no,v on trial. After a moment's pause he named !Ir 
Truett. Not liking to assume the entire responsi- 
bility of the defence, Mr Truett asked that 1'lr Smiley 
lllight assist him, ,vhich request ,vas granted. Cora 
then entered into consultation ,vith his counsel, and 
soon after the examination of witnesses began. Nearly 
every ,vitness that appeared at court ,vas brought 
before the C0111mittee. During the trial, that is to 
say at about half-past one, the grand 111arshal appeared 
and announced the death of J an1CS King of Williaill. 
The nlarshal was directed to notify the assembled 
nlultitude that the trials of Cora and Casey ,vere pro- 
gressing ,vith proper deliberation. 
\Vhen Casey \vas told that King ,vas dead, a deadly 
pallor overspread his face, and he trelnbled in every 
limb. Like Eugene Araln, he feared his murdered 
victiln dead In ore than living. That announcelnent 
,vas the sounding of Casey' s death-knell. vVha tever 
hope he Inay have entertained before, he had none 
no\v. In the hands of his judges it was a sinlple, 
alas! for him, too sinlple, proposit.ion; Casey killed 
King; Casey nlust die. Friends should nothing avail; 
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llloney should avail nothing. There ,yas hero no op- 
portunity for bribing judges, for packing juries, for 
appeals, and ne,v trials. Casey had reckoned ,vithout 
his host. He had thought, and so his friends had 
assured hinl, that he ,vould never be hanged for the 
killing. King had too n1any enemies at court; he 
had exposed too much villainy for serious harlll ever 
to COlne to his extern1Înator. There ,,,"ould, of course, 
be an arrest, a trial, possibly a conviction of Inan- 
slaughter, but indeed there ,vas no danger of serious 
results. Ho,v different the reality! The mOlnent he 
heard of King's death, the ll1atter seeu}ed so serious 
to him that he imlnediately sent for his lnan of busi- 
ness, arranged his earthly affairs, ate and slept but 
little, paced the floor, and hel<.1 long and earnest con- 
verse ,vith his ghostly advisers. Let us hope that 
they did hinl 111ucll good, lending him ,vings by,vhich 
to ,vaft his spotless soul tù heaven. 
The testilnol1Y in Cora's case ,vas closed; the counsel 
on both sides addressed the tribunal; the sergeant- 
at-arlllS ,vas then directed to remove the prisoner. 
As he ,vas about to go, the poor fello,v hesitated, 
turned to the dread inquisitors on ,vhose ,vill his des- 
tiny hung, thanked them for the attention they had 
given his case, and the consideration he and his 
,vitnesses had received at their hands; then seizing 
Snliley by both hands, he e
rnestly exclaimed, "Had 
my case been presented as \yell before the courts, I 
should not no,v be here." He ,vas declared guilty of 
the murder of l\Iarshal Richardson. Thus his trial 
ended. 
At six o'clock the tribunal took a recess until eight 
o'clock. At eight o'clock Janles P. Casey ,vas put 
on trial for the lllurder of J aIDes I{ing of WillialD. 
He ,vas prosecuted and defenJed by the sall1e persons, 
before the saIne tribunal, ,vhich after due deliberation 
adjudged hiln guilty. '\Vhen infornled of the result, 
the courage of Casey gave ,vay, and fronl that hour 
he ,vas greatly depressed. Cora, the braye little 
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villain, said never a ,vord but that he ,yould see 
Belle, heaved never a sigh but for the hastening of 
her coming. What n1ay this thing be, oh thou ,vhoso 
name is Love! and 'v hence is it, heaven-born or begot 
in stygian pools, that the presence of a prostitute for 
a fe,v short hours should seem to take the sting 
from death itself? vVatkins ,vas ordered to go for her 
,,-ith a carriage. He brought her to the roon1S by 
the rear entrance from California street, the other 
streets at that time being ill1passable on account of 
the Inilitary, ,vho had taken possession of all approaches 
to head-quarters. After a short intervie,v ,yith thH 
executive comlnittee she ,vas adn1itted to Cora's cell, 
,\7 here the t,vo ,vere married bet,veen eleven and 
t\velve o'clock on the 22d, by Father Alcoty, the 
priest refusing to absolve Cora unless he first ll)arried 
his 'ÙlflrJ1orata. 
All testilnony ,vas taken do,vn in ,vriting and is no,v 
before Ine. Guilt in hoth cases ,vas conclusive, and 
both ,vere sentenced to be hanged, the day not being 
ilnmediately fixed. Cora ,yas convicted by a bare 
majority; Casey by a unanimous verdict. The tes- 
tinlony ,vas read in fun to the board of delegates, and 
the finding of the executive con1lnittee ,vas nnani- 
lTIously approved by theln. Before voting, the fol- 
lo\vil1g oath ,vas taken by the delegates: "\V e hereby 
pledge our sacred honor to G.od and to each other 
never to divulge the vote to be taken by this body, as 
a verdict on the trials of Cora and Casey, to any living 
being outside these roon1S, and also not to divulge the 
proceedings of this meeting until such shall have been 
declared to the general C0111111ittee. So help us God." 
The Inatter of tilue and place of hanging ,vas left 
to the executive c01l1lnittee. The execution ,vas ap- 
pointed for the 23d, but ,vas subsequently changed to 
the 22d, bet,yeen the hours of t,velve and t,yO, the day 
and hour on ,vhich ICing\:; funeral ,vas to take place. 
And this for obvious reasons. It ,vas llleet the lnur- 
derer should quickly follo,v his victinl; Hluch 1110re tilne 
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and consideration had been allo,ved him than he had 
given. Then the people ,vould be better 'satisfied, and 
the lesson more striking and soIen1n. 
The testimony illlplicated another managing poli- 
tician, Ed,vard l\IcGo,van, ,vho in connection ,vith a 
subordinate tool by the nanle of Wightman ,vas in- 
dicted by the grand jury as accessory before the fact, 
but both had been spirited a\vay by their associates, 
and the Con1mittee during several lllonths expended 
l11uch tillle and llloney in pursuing the former in distant 
parts of the state. I t ,vas indeed a sad state of things 
,vhen a scoundrel felt obliged to run away froln a prof- 
itable field because he could not buy or n1anufacture 
justice. The adventures of this redoubtable man ,vill 
be given at length in the next chapter. In the lllidst 
of the trial the sheriff and his deputy appeared at the 
door of the Comnlittee roon1S, arn1ed ,vith a ,varrant 
gro,ving out of this indictment, and delnanded the 
prisoner Casey. The reply of the COlllmittee, as found 
in the record, is unique. The Con1111ittee ,vere 
atisfied 
that the sheriff and his deputy had perfoI'll1ed their 
duty according to la,v, and the Comn1ittee had no 
further cOIDlllunication to lnake. 
Casey spent ITIOst of the tinle no,v remaining to hin1 
in arranging his affairs. In regard to the night pre- 
ceding his execution, the Clrron'icle of the 23d reports: 
"He ,vas restless, and passed a portion of it ,valking up 
and do,vn. He ,vas heard to exclain1, "Oh, IllY God I 
has it con1e to this 1 l\fust I be hung like a dog? 
During the first t,vo or three days I n1ight as ,veIl 
have escaped frol11 jail as HOt; I only staid there for 
Scannell's sake!" 
Early in the n10rning of Thursday, the 22d, the 
guard round the COIDlnittee 1'001118 ,vas augn1ented. 
Several conlpanies of infantry 'v ere dra,yn up in a 
line on Sacramento street, fronl 
Front to Davis, 
cavalry ,vere paraded up and do,vn all the streets in 
the yicinity, and the house-tops adjacent ,vere cro,,
ded 
,,-ith arnlecl Inen and Rpectators. The field-piece for- 



HOPKIXS THE HANG
IAN. 


235 


merly used at the jail ,vas brought and placed in front 
of the COIDn1Ïttee roon1S. There ,vere the usual horror- 
hunters abroad at an early hou,r, although the inl- 
pression prevailed that the criminals ,verc not to be 
executed till the morro,v. Thus ,vaited the assenlblage 
patiently all the 1110rning. 
At a quarter before one two small platforllls ,vere 
thrust fron1 t,vo of the ,vindo,vs of the Con11nittee 
building, extending about three feet beyond the \vall. 
An instant after,vard two bean1S appeared shoved out 
frolll the roof directly over the platforlTIs. At the 
ends of the beams ,vere fastened noosed ropes, and 
ropes reaching froln the roof 'v ere also attached to 
the platforlllS, so that both could be dropped sill1ulta- 
neously. At a quarter past one a ,vhite paper ,vas 
thro,vn froll1 the \vindo,v, and the guard belo\v ,vas 
ordered to present arnlS. 
. Both of the condelllned ,vished to see priests; and 
in1mediately after their conviction Archbishop Ale- 
Hlany and Father Gallagher ,vere adu1itted to their 
presence. Casey ,vas pernlitted to see friends and 
to arrange his earthly affairs. The follo,ving letter, 
addressed to the editor of the IIerald, ,vas delivered 
by order of the COlllnli ttee : 


"To JOH:Y NUGEXT: 
"you have not Judge me to gratify the publick may god bless you. If 
you will pleas to see Estell, Farley, Alderman Peckham, and others, YOll may 
:yet satisfy the Publick you are right. I am innocent of murder or an attempt. 
Farewell. For my mother sake save my name in New York. 
" JAMES P. CASEY." 


"SAK FRAKCISCO, J\Iay 22, 1856, half after twelve. 


The question of executioner arose. Several nanles 
,v'ere 11lcntioncd, but none cared to assun1e the odious 
office. ]-'inally a \vell kno'''11 11lerchant rClllarked that 
he knew one ,,,,ho ,,,,ould do it, but he ,vas in the ranks. 
Inl1l1ediately Watkins ,,,rote an order on the captain of 
the diyision for the Ilian named to be detailed for special 
duty. It ,vas none other than Sterling A. Hopkins, 
of ,vhon1 more hereafter. This lllan perforrned the 
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duties of hangn1an, and perforn1ed thelll \vell. In this 
Lusiness hangn1en \vere as necessary as presidents; and 
to hold that the honorable Executive planned work 
dishonorable to perforn1 \voultl but be like the n1any 
sophisn1s by \vhich \ve sing ourselves up\vard and 011- 
\yarù. r\t the saIne tin1e none of us ,vould care to hang 
Casey or Cora. To say the least, it ,vas not a pleasant 
duty; neither \vas much of that. \vhich ,vas done in this 
connection by better 111en than \ve. 
T\vo Catholic clergyu1en continued to attend tho 
prisoners during their last hours. Both \vere peni- 
tent, ooth made their last confession, and to both \vas 
adlninistered the sacralnent. They \vere then inforn1ed 
that their hour had COlne. Their shackles \vere taken 
off, and their arlllS and legs were bound \vith cords. 
Ovcr the face of Cora and round his neck a \vhite 
handkerchief ,vas fastened, and thus he \vas placed 
upon tho platforln and the rope adjusted round his 
neck. And there he stood, n1otionless as a statue, 
\yithout the utterance of a \yord or the moven1cnt of 
a n1uscle until his soul \vas launched into eternity. 
Casey \vished to address the asselnblage. Hence 
he \vas pern1Ïtted to appear upon his platform as he 
desired, \vith head bared and a \v hite handkerchief 
in his hand. With pale face and blood
hot eyes he 
stalnn1ered through an incoherent speech, 111ade up 
mostly of ejaculations, denials of guilt, expressions of 
concern lest his name should be in1IDortalizcd as that 
of a 111urderer, and of confidence of having lnade his 
peace \vith his lllaker. "Gentlen1en," he cried, "I an1 
not a InurdererI I do not feel afraid to lneet lny Goll 
on a charge of n1urùer. I have done nothing but 
,vhat I thought \vas right. To-n
OITO\V let no editor 
dare to çalllne a murdercr. 'Vhcnevcr I \vas injured 
I have resented it. It has been a part of IllY educa- 
tion, during an existence of t\venty-nine years. Gcn- 
tle111Cl1, I f()rgiye you this per
ecution. Oll, God 1 111Y 
poor 1110ther 1 Oh, God I" 
Is it not a little strang
 that nine tenths of all the 
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,vickedest men that ever s\vung from a gallo\vs, \vho 
received religious attention during the hours ilnme- 
diately preceding their death, die confident of being 
received at once into glory! I t is ahnost enough to 
convert us to a life of villainy, and Inake us covet 
death by strangulation. 
At the enù of his speech, ,vhich occupied about 
seven Ininutes, Casey stepped back inside and received 
the rope round his neck and a "\vhite cap over his 
head. He then shuffled hilllself for\vard on the plat- 
form like one groping in the dark. Casey stood on 
the \vest platfornl and Cora on the one to\vard the 
east. At the signal both platfol'lns dropped simulta- 
neously. The t\VO l11en fell about six feet, and died 
ahnost \vithout a struggle. 


In the roon1 \vhere he died they ,vrapped in a 
shroud the remains of James King of "riHiam, and the 
restless ten thousand visited the spot that evening. 
T\vo days after, that is to say, Thursday, the 22d, 
funeral services ,vere held at the Unitarian church on 
Stockton street, 'v hither the body \vas borne by the 
l\Iasons at t\velve o'clock, the reverends Cutler, 
Taylor, and Lacy officiating. The church was crowded 
to overflo\ving, and the congregation ,vas literally in 
tears. In the midst of his relnarks 1\11' Lacy ,vas 
overcome by emotion. The funeral procession, \vhich 
,vas nearly t,vo miles in length, represented all the 
societies and guilds of the city, besides containing 
h\lndreds of horsemen, carriages, and citizens on foot. 


Turn quickly, ,vhile the undertakers are thrusting 
the coffined martyr into the plumed hearse, and the 
long array of Inourners are filing after it toward Lone 
:\Iountain-turn one glance on Fort Vigilance and 
its vicinity. All the streets and squares about head- 
quarters are filled \vith military, as ,ve have seen. 

rhe Executive are assenlbled in a body in the front of 
the building. The board of delegates are like\vise 
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there convened in full force. At t\venty-one n1Ïnutes 
past one the funeral cortége of l\Ir ICing Jnoves, and 
all the bells of the city toll their solen1n requieln. 
At that 1110ment the nÚlitary present arn1S; the signal 
is given, and Jarnes Casey and Charles Cora drop into 
eternity. 
On Thursday l110rning at half-past ten the steaul- 
ship Golden Age arrived ,vith t\velve hundred and 
t\venty - one passengers. In crossing tho Istlul1uS 
these passengers had undergone the horrors of a 
serious rai1\vay accident, in \vhich fifteen of their 
nUlllber had been killed and sixty \vounded. Besides 
their o\vn troubles they could talk of late outrages 
COilllllitted there in \vhich others had severely suffered. 
Arrived at San Francisco, they found the city in a 
turll1oil, public places closed, flags at half-u1ast, and 
houses draped in 11lourning. Scarcely had they tinle 
to deposit their luggage at the hotel and step upon 
the street ,vhen the Lody of a Inurdered 111an ,vith its 
t\vo-n1ile cortége \vas passing by, and t\yO thousand 
angry citizens \vere there in arlllS, and t\VO 111en 
s\vinging by the neck. from t\VO second-story \vindo\vs. 
If those t\velve hundred and t\venty-one regarded 
their entertainment during the voyage, and their rc- 
ception on the shores of the Pacific, too tall1e for 
them, they \vere indeed hard to please. 
Within a \veek after l\fr ICing's deat.h a COlll111uni- 
cation appeared in the Bulletin over tho signature 
"l\Iany \V 0111 en of San Francisco." After praising 
the deeds of the COlllinittoe it said: "But, gentle- 
men, one thiug more 11lUSt be done. Belle Cora n1ust 
be requested to leaye this city. The \VOll1en of San 
Francisco have no Litterness to\vard her, nor do they 
ask it on hcr account, but for the good of those \vho 
reillain, and as an exanlple to others. Every virtuous 
'V0111an a
ks that her influence and exan1ple be re- 
1l10ved froill us. The truly virtuous of our sex \vill 
not feel that the Vigilance COlnlllittee have done 
their 'v hole duty till they con1ply ,vith this request." 
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There, nlY sisters, you do yourselves great ,vrong. 
'Vith your O"\vn hands you ,vould heap agony and in- 
dignity on the head of one already over,vhehlled ,vith 
sorro,v. She is a sinner; so are ,ve all. She has just 
buried her lover, her husband, ,vhom, though a 11lur- 
de reI', she attended to the last nlonlent of his life, and 
through an agonizing death. Hinl your husbands and 
brothers haye killed; is not that at their hands punish- 
lIlent enough upon her for being an unfortunate fallen 
,von1an? Ay! bristle as you ,vill in your inlll1aculate 
,vrath, I tell you, proud daInes, stainless dalIles, dall1es 
proud of your stainlessness, that but for the providence 
that plans your destiny or the environn1ent that props 
and guards you, deliyers you frolIl tenlptation, and 
lnakes her sin loathson1e to you, you ,vould be like 
Belle Cora. Had you been born, reared, and circuIll- 
stanced as ,vas Belle Cora, a thousand to one you 
,vould be Belle Cora. Had Belle Cora been born, 
reared, and circulnstanced as ,vere you, a thousand to 
one she ,vould be as pure and as proud of her purity 
to-day as are you. Environll1ent and circulllstancos 
luake us, nine parts in every ten. Perhaps "TO do 
the rest. I-Io,v can you then so loathe anù persecute 
your frail si
ter ! You 
ay it is not she, it is her 
in 
you hate, and you ,vould drive her hence not to 
punish her, but to protect society, to save your 
daughters, to nlaintain 1110rality at the current 
standarJ. Softly! softly! That crilne in a Ulan, in your 
Inale acquaintance-in your brother, even-would 
you so hate it there? Are you sure it is the sin only 
you abhor ? You ,vould driye her hence to protect 
society and save your daughters. She saycs your 
daughters. 'Vho lllade her ,vhat she is? Not she. 
Not one of your sex. It ,vas your husbands and 
brothers, or their associates and yours-it ,vas they 
upon ,vhonl you no,v call to drive her out, it ,vas they 
,vho n1ade her 'v hat she is. If you truly desire to 
eradicate the evil, drive out the Inen. 1Iake ,val' on 
theul. They arc the criulinals; such as she, the 
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V"ÏCtiU1S. Indeed it is pitiful to see you tread her 
deeper into the Inire \vith your haughty feet, \vhile 
you sn1ile on him \vho placed her there. Ho\v lllany 
of your male acquaintances are culpable? HO\Vlnanyof 
theln are not culpable? Ask them. Your God, your 
bible, your creed, your savior make no distinction 
bet\veen Inale and female sinners; ho\v, then, dare 
you? Drive out the men, I say; but be\vare \yhOln 
you drive, lest you should run after some to call thenl 
back. Over \varnan's wrongs to WOlnan, angels weep. 
No, it is false. "Many \VOlDen of San 
Francisco" 
never made such a request. One \voman \vrote the 
c01l1munication, in \vhich she t\vice calls herself virtu- 
ous. Whether she be virtuous or not, she best kl1o\vs; 
but those are not virtuous lines \vhich she has \vritten. 
Hear \vhat a true \voman says upon the subject in 
the Bulletin's issue of l\1ay 27th: 
"A woman is always a woman's persecutor. In my humble opinion, I think 
that Belle Cora has suffered enough to expiate many faults, in having had 
torn from her a bosom friend, executed by a powerful association. It was 
j list and right that Cora should die, but I contend that by his death the public 
is aVtngeù, She has shown herself a true-hearted woman to him, and such a 
heart covers a multitude of sins. This very circumstance of expulsion might 
he the means of utter desolation of heart. The effects of the tragedy may be 
the means of improving her moral character and making her socially a good 
woman. ADELIA. " 


'Vhat a contrast bet,veen this and the former com- 
111unication, bet\veen this and the other \VOIDan t 
These lines breathe of virtue, none the less stainless 
because intermingled with that spirit of divine for- 
givéness \vhich the dear Christ besto\ved on the 
sinner. Noble Adelia! \vith thy lofty-minded purity 
ançl s\veet charity; were all so-called virtuous \vornen 
like thee, there \vould be fe\ver fallen. 
Belle Cora kept a bagnio on Waverly place. Like 
Cleopatra, she ,vas very beautiful, and, beside the 
po,ver that -comes of beauty, rich; but oh, so foul! 
F]aunting her beauty and \vealth on the gayest thor- 
oughfares, and on every gay occasion, \vith senator, 
judge, and citizen at her beck and call, and being a 
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woman as proud aB 
he ,vas Lcautiful and rich, she 
not unfrequelltly flung back upon her stainless sisters 
the looks of loathed contelnpt ,vith ,yhich they so often 
favored her. She ,vas ,yhat 
he ,vas, God only kno\v:-; 
ho\y or ,vhy; they,vere ,vhat they ,vere, being lllade 
so. The llomely pure hated the Leautiful bad in 
self-defence, so ,ve are told. A little jealousy nlight 
have been mixed with their virtuous irritability, be- 
cause Inell ran after beautiful badness rather than 
unattractive goodness; but what sort of citadel is thi
 
,vhich fashion provides for feulale chastity ,vhieh 
compels the virtuous 'VOinan to fling at the feet of 
every prostitute she Ineets on the public street::; the 
gage of battle? Heaven sa-ve Iile and 11line frolll 
that quality of feulale virtue ,vhich for self-protection 
must needs at every turn heap scorn and r8proach 
upon the wicked and unfortunate. Says a biographer 
of one of the purest of English poets: "To be taken 
into La.nlb's favor and protection you had only to 
get discarded, defamed, and shunned by everybody 
else; and if you deserved this treatnlent, so 111uch the 
better I If I l1lay venture so to express IUY:5elf, there 
\vas in Lalnb's eyes a clort of sacredness ill sin, on 
account of its sure ill consequences to the sinner; and 
he seemed to open his arms and his heart to the 
rejected and reviled of lllankind in a spirit kindred 
at least ,vith that of the deity." 'V ould to God the 
spirit of this man, if Christ's be ,vholly denied then1, 
ulight fall on our ,volfish \vomel1. " 
There are those ,vho hold that Charles Cora should 
not have been hanged. :\ienlbers of the Con1n
ittec, 
\vho participated in the trial before the ExocutiYe
 
have expressed to lile their opinion that he "
as not 
guilty of murder, but that he killed Richard
on in 
self-defence. As a Inatter of course in his trial before 
the la,v court half a dozen ,yitnesses ,vel'e brought 
for\vard ,vho testified that Richardson slapped Cora's 
face, that Richardson dre,v a pistol, that a revolver 
was picked up near his right hand after he had fallen, 
Pop, TRIB,. VOL, II. 16 
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and the like. Belle Cora offered a ,voillan, ,,"110 hap- 
pened to be passing at the tinle, a thousand dollars to 
te
tif'y that she sa\y a ,yeapon in Richardson's hand 
just before he fell. In crinlinal cases nloney and 
skill can prove almost anything. After the lapse of 
tiIue, ,vith all the evidence before us, there is no ques- 
tion Lut that Cora ,vas guilty of lllurder, and Bhould 
haye been llanged by the court. Even though Rich- 
ardson quarrelled \vith hinl, he need not have killed 
hinl. Even though Richardson held a ,veapol1 in 
his hand at the time, the fact does not necessarily 
in}ply that Cora's life \yas in danger. He could have 
,valkeù a,yay, and Richardson ,vould not have slain hiin. 
There ,yas not the slightest danger of it; and eyen had 
there been, I had rather be a nlurdered lnan than a 
lllUl'derel'. That vigilance judges themselve
, S0111e 
of thenl, should ,vish to excuse so foul a crillle, only 
sho\vs ho,v totally unfit sOllle'lllen are, froin the COll- 

truction or training of their nlinds, to deternlinc 
justice 'v here the life of a fello\v being is at stake. 


It ,vas a grand old-fashioned Irish funeral Casey's 
friends gayc hitH. After all he had done sOlnething 
for his party, if he ,vas hanged for it. And tht' 111eH 
of la,v ,vcre not ungrateful. Besides there ,,"as the 
I{illg burial display of the vigilants; and the stuffers 
and 
trikers Illust no,y see 'v hat they could do. FrOIll 
. the Crescent engine-house, ,vhere the body of Casey 
\\Tas taken, eighty-four carriages, eighty horselnen, 
and four hundred on foot follo,ved it to the Catholic 
cenletery. It ,va
 a grand sight. Who ,yould not 
die the death of tht' assafS
in, if one's end lllight be 
like his! 

Ieall,vhile pOOl' Belle Cora could boast of but six 
hacks at her husband's funeral, She had taken the 
body frOln the stern executioncrs; 
he \Y:1S bad, she 
,vas ycry bad, hut she 'Y:1f; a \VOrnall! She took the 
Lady and bathed it ill her tears. 'V ere thcy genuine 
t;alt-,yater tear
, or ,vere they ditch-,vater tears? .And 
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six poor hacks held all the gambler's friends, while 
Casey's proud carcass, which never contained half 
the manliness of little Cora's, boasted its well nigh 
six hundred follo,vers. But Cora had the handsomest 
coffin, thanks to his ever loving mistress-,vife; a 
beautiful affair, they called it-solid mahogany, lined 
with ,vhite satin, sides of gilt scroll-work, silver nails, 
and a silver plate. Comfortable, but for the dripping 
grave-walIs and the worms r 



CHAPTER XIV. 


THE HONORABLE EDWARD McGOWAN. 


A fine and slender net the spider weaves, 
'Vhich little and light animals receives; 
And if she catch a common bee or fly, 
Th0Y with a piteous groan and murmur die; 
But if a wasp or hornet she entrap, 
They tear her cords like Sampson and escape; 
So like a fly, the poor offender dies, 
:But like the wasp, the rich escapes and flies. 
Denham. 


NED MCGOWAN \vas a genius. He was as great a 
man in his ,vay, as unique and individual as any ,vho 
have achieved distinction in the more ordinary paths 
of life. He belonged to a fraternity s
ti generis; what- 
ever they did was in a ,vay of their own. Their style 
,vas themselves; they studied in no foreign school; 
they adopted no foreign code. Original was their 
situation, and they were original. In ethics and 
politics utility ,vas their standard. If falsely testify- 
ing and falsely judging would sooner bring about the 
desired end; if false-bottomed ballot-boxes would 
bring true and speedy election, ,vhen all other means 
,vere uncertain, \vould not a ,vise man avail himself 
of the most direct and certain agencies? 

IcGowan reminds me of Spinoza, because of their 
dissimilarity. Spinoza was a Jew, born in Amster- 
dam; 
fcGo,van was a Philadelphia shoulder-striker of 
Irish extraction. Spinoza was slender in form, in com- 
plexion olive, frail, delicate, consumptive-looking, and 
leading the life of an anchoret; 
un 1noulin de raisonne- 
'lnent, Leibnitz called him, an intellectual mill for the 
manufacture of syllogisms. McGo\van was stout, in 
( 244 ) 
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cOlnplexion ruddy, frail a.nd delicate in his nlorality, 
and exceedingly consunlptive about bar-roolns. His 
n1Ílld ,vas a luachine, not for grinding out 
yllogism
, 
but for turning off a certain quality of men ,vherewith 
to fill offices. 
Both achieved the full Ulastery of their abilities. 
There is s0111etimes found present in characters 'v here 
least expected, a dull, heavy harnlony, 
pringing frolll 
the play of opposite qualities. 
Anyone can be an anchoret; anyone can be honest. 
I t is easier to be upright than dissolutú. Anyone 
can thieve and be caught. M nch talent is required to 
achieve au occasional misdemeanor, and still be ahle 
to ,,"alk the streets a free Inan. '\Vhcn therefore "re 
encounter a character rich in honorable rascality, ,vhich 
throughout a long and illustriou
 life ha
 occupied 
a frout rank ill profes8ional scoundrelism, and ha;i 
attained old age still happy ill that equipoise ,vhicl
 
brings success, \ve Inay safely conclude such a one to 
be nothing less than a genius. Honor to the honor- 
able Edv\Tard McGowan! He lived long and pros- 
pered. He reaped by wickedness that ,vhich fe,v 
can attain but by a life of laborious virtue. 
Ned "'"aH bad 
nough, but he gloried in a reputation 
for Leing \vorse than he 'vas. The great Inistake of his 
life \vas not in adopting rascality as a profession, for 
in that he succeeded very ,veIl, but it ,vas in ,vriting 
a Look. Conscious of the sacred fire \vithiu hinl, he 
could not die and tuck his soul beneath the 
hades in 
c0111fort, never having shed ink. His ,york is a kind 
of Knave's Rest. It is entitled J..VCt1TatÙve (1 Ed'Leard - 
J[('Gouxln, 
'ncludin!J a .full accollnt (!l tIle .11 uthor's ..Jd- 

.cnturøs and J}erils, .while lJf.:rsecutcd by the /Sall/ ]i'ran- 
cisco JTigilau{;e Co)n1{âtte(
 f!.f 1856. JJublished by the 
Al.ltho}', 18:;7, Posterity IIli()"ht hayc forgiven every- 
thing but a hideous picture, ð of the bull-dog style of 
beauty, yet a faithful representation of hinlself, ,vhich 
he put on the eover. IIo\v vanity blinds one r Had 
this Juan Rought to ('ol1vince the ,yorld of his inherent 
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brutality and baseness, ,vhich in truth \vas the oppo- 
site of his purpose, he could not have found a more 
direct or certain method than by publishing his like- 
ness, in ,vhich ,vas a grotesque melancholy, as of one 
more sinned against than sinning, overspreading feat- 
ures stale \vith gin and iniquity; long greasy hair, 
covering high, pointed brain-chambers behind a 111an- 
sard forehead; sinister eyes, piggish cheeks, and a 
cataract of bristles on the upper lip-these mark the 
returned exile \vho, in the pages accompanying this 
model representation of human debasement, casts hiln- 
self upon a prejudiced public. 
In all this the honorable Edward did himself great 
injustice. A portrait published in the Police Gazette, 
at the time a reward ,vas offered for his apprehension, 
,vas much handsonler. In trutll a jolly villain ,vas 
the judge. A sight of his fat, flabby face, his kindly 
eye, bean1Íng blood or festivity according to circunl- 
stance and potations, ,vith Greeley hat covering lo,v 
the brain ,vhich had planned and plotted to the o\vn- 
er's eternal reno,vn, ,vas better than a "\vhole night's 
revel unaccompanied by his genial presence. N ever- 
theless ,ve will in this instance go by the book, and 
take him at his o,vn imprinting. There is still to 
be seen, on pleasant afternoons, at the time of this 
\vriting, loitering along the sunny side of the streets 
in San Francisco, a neatly though sOlnewhat loudly 
dressed ,vhite-haired and ,vhite-hatted man, who de- 
lights in the name 'Ub,iquitous,' ,vhose military mus- 
tache is no\v bleached by gin-fumes and some sixty-five 
years of sinning, and 'v hose history, like that of many 
another poor straggler along the same streets, is full of 
rOlnance. 
The portrait upon the book, ho\vever, is the man; 
and his life, the ,vords \vhich follo,v, are empty wind. 
Characteristic of his ,vriting is the appearance of the 
author's belief in his o\vn innocence. This ghost 
of sincerity is carried to the verge of irony through 
every page. Like the frail dalllsel 'v ho bewails her 
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lost virtue by superfluous asseverations of her purity, 
Ned harps upon his honor, his wrongs, and sufferings 
until the most stupid reader cannot but detect the 
hollo,vness of the strain. And yet tinged \vith such 
sombre shades, in sonle 111eaSUre, are all good and 
great l11en of virtue and genius born. 
l\ir 
IcGo'Yan's book opens ,vith an introduction 
full of bogus pathos, in ,vhich he strikes the attitude 
of nlartyr, and ranges the nlenlbers of the Vigilance 
COlnnlittee round him as fanatics. This is truly 
placing 111atters in a ne,v light. It reveals to ol{r 
understanding a vie,v frolll the other side, 'v hie h 
siulple thought and research could by no possibility 
obtain. We thank the judge for this illlllnination, 
We would if possible concentrate light and pour it 
upon this subject until through it and on every side 
of it all is as clear as crystal. After diligent seqrch I 
find nothing in Ned's 11lartyrdom unusual to the suf- 
fering people of Satan. He ,vas persecuted for the 
truth; in this he says rightly, for it ,vas true that for 
\yhich he ,vas persecuted. They ,yho did it \vere 
fanatics; that is to say, in the saIne sense that Ned 
\\-a8 a persecuted saint. 
The honorable Ned says he entered political life in 
1837, ,vas lnade five tinles district clerk, and in 1842 
\vas elected to the legislature of Pennsylvania, uf 
,vhich state he ,vas native. He says nothing of the 
Chester County Bank robbery, of \vhich he ,va
 
ashamed; nor of the tiule prior to his politico-pilfering 
career, \vhen he Vlas cOlnpositor, a s\vift, industriou
 
craftsman, of irreproachable character, a conlpositol' 
in the printing-house of Adanl \Valdey, of ,yhich 
honest occupation he ,vas no doubt also ashalned. 
To this book, I nlust say, ,ve are indebted for very 
little inforillation of any kind. vVhat \ve \voulcl kno"r 
of Ned himself, and of his doings, ,ye 111Ust seek fro111 
other sources. In the latter part of 1835 he Legan 
to be seen about the delllocratic prilllarics and publi<.; 
meetings in Philadelphia, ,\'herc 11is ready intclligcl1ce 


. 
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and fiery spirit soon caused hin1 to be Inarked as a 
rising star among the tough old politicians of the 
delnocratic régime. He ,vas soon lnaster in the art of 
nlanaging elections, and \vas courted by the great ones 
of his pal't
y as a youug Ulan \"ho had nlerit in hill! 
and "'"as useful to the country. He soon fell into the 


yi1 ,vays of the politicians, and began to loiter about 
drinking-saloons and gaming-tables, where his ,vit, 
dash, and fluency as a tap - room orator made hinl 
al\vays ,velcolne. He began to read la\v, also, and ,vas 
elected clerk of his political district. He continued to 
rise in the favor of his party, and was finally elected a 
lllember of the a8se111bly. .L'\..t Harrisburg his youth, 
. pluck, and proficiency' in all the arts and ,viles of the 
politician rendered hÌIn conspicuous, and he soon 
plunged into the arena of debate ,vith a violent speech, 
abounding in the grossest personalities, against the 
governor of the state. The State Co..pital Gazette, iu 
an article revie\ving this speech, excoriated the young 
Deillosthenic bully ll1ercilessly; and the next morning, 
::\IcGo,van seeing the editor, 111' Brannan, seated at 
a desk in the hall of the assenlbly, deliberately ,valked 
np and stabbed hill1, inflicting a serious but not fatal 
,vound. His political friends shielded him fron1 pun- 
jshlnent, but he ,vas counselled to resign his seat and 
return to Philadelphia, ,,'"hich he had the prudence to 
tlo, and ,vas soon after\vard appointed a captain of 
policc, At this time he had ripened into an acconl- 
pli:-;hed rvué, and ,vas the boon cOlllpanion of SOlne of 
the lnoBt dissolute characters in the city. Then fol- 
10\ved the Chester County Bank robbery and the flight 
of Captain J\1cGo\van. lIe \Va8 apprehended in the 
-\,'"cstern part of the state disguised a
 a drover, \vith 
SOUle of the stolen money ill hiH possession, and was 
brought to Philadelphia, and after undergoing a forlll 
of trial escaped to California, arriving in San Francisco 
in 1849, and entered CUlt; am01'C upon the wild life of 
the time and place. He soon became a power with the 
.deillocracy here, pre:siding in eonventionH and Inan- 


. 
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aging elections in a royal 111anner. A special bill for 
his relief froiD the Chester County Bank difficulty ,vas 
pa8
ecl by the California legislature, and he ,vas cheek 
by jo,vl with the greatest men of his party. He was 
elected a justice of the peace, and his court ,vas the 
scene of many fierce battles anlong the ,vindy ,"otaries 
of the law. In 1851 we find hiln sitting as associate 
justice in the court of sessions. He resigned his legal 
sceptre after a time, however, and ,vas appointed 
c01l1missioner of ilnn1igrants by his friend Governor 
Bigler. This ,vas a remunerati\-re office, and the gay 
and eccentric 
1cGowan is supposed to have 111ade the 
lllost of his golden opportunities, as he basked in the 
sn1Ïles of the most charming and costly cyprians, and 
floated in oceans of champagne. He ,vas involved in 
a number of amours and intrigues, and would brook 
no rivalry in affairs of this kind. 
In June 1851 John Nugent ,vas indicted for send- 
ing a challenge, and brought before the court of ses- 

ions, Campbell, judge, and Bro\vn and 
IcGo\van, 
associate justices, 'Veller and Heydenfeldt \yere 
N ugent'K counRel, a.nd }IcGowan ,vas his friend. This 
and other favors Nugent never forgot. N eel ,vas then 
all upright judge, and had nothing to fear from the 
ne\vly organized Vigilance C01l11nittee, especially as 
long as he had a friend at court in the person of the 
editor of the IIeralcl, one of the chief supporters of 
the cause. 
D pon the n1Ínutes of a general meeting of the first 
Committee, held the 22d of July 1851, Selim E. 
"T ood \varth in the chair, a Ination was made Ly 1\11' 
BrinJley, and adopted, that: 


"WHEREAS, E, :\IcGowan, formerly a police' officer in the city of Phila- 
delphia, now all associate justice of the court of quarter sessions of the 
county of San Francisco, was conyicted of being an accomplice in the robbery 
of the Chester County Bank, in the state of Pennsylvania, and obtained a new 
trial, on which he escaped conviction from the absence of witnesses who had 
testified against him on the former trial; and whereas, the said E, :McGowan 
has been charged with official corruption by a grand jury of the said county 
of San Francisco; therefore, be it 
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"Resolved, That if these charges be true it is a disgrace to the county to 
tolerate him in the position he occupies; and be it further 
"Resolved, That the executive committee be directed to inv.estigate the 
matter and report to the general committee; and if their report furnish suffi- 
cient grounds, in the estimation of the general committee, that he be re- 
quested to withdraw from the bench, under penalty of the said report being 
published to the world in case he refuse. " 
There never yet was a man just because he was 
judge, though many may have been l11ade judges 
because they were just. Ned was neither the one nor 
the other; he was not judge because he ,vas just, not 
just because he was judge. And there were others 
like him in those days. 
On the fatal afternoon when James King of William 
fell before the pistol of Casey, l\IcGo\van is kno\vn to 
have armed himself with unusual care, and \vas heard 
to say, as he hurriedly glanced at the paper containing 
the article abusi ve of his quasi friend, "Casey ,vill 
attend to that t" And this not\vithstanding Casey 
and McGo\van were not just then upon the best of 
terms. In virtue they were enemies; in vice, friends. 
Often it is easier to quarrel ,vith a friend than to dis- 
charge an obligation. 
The testimony that was given at the coroner's in- 
quest sho,ved plainly enough that McGowan kne\v 
\vhat \vas going to transpire that day, and stood 
around \vhiling the leaden hours away with gin cock- 
tails as he a\vaited the portentous report of Casey's 
revolver. The fact does not, standing alone, condemn 
him a
 a malefactor of the blackest type. Those \verc 
hard days. Casey had his quarrel to dispose of accord- 
ing to the savage practice of the time, and 1IcGowan 
,vas simply loitering and listening with a friendly 
interest in the event, ,vhich in the lurid heat of the 
people's mighty passion made an ugly-looking case for 
him, and actually imperilled his life. The fearful up- 
rising of the people, and the swift and menacing action 
of the executive committee, soon hedged McGo,van 
about by imminent danger. The grand jury indicted 
him as accessory before the fact to the murder of 
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King, and the vigilants rushed forth on his trail. 

1cGowan went into hiding promptly, and began that 
interesting series of experiences as a fugitive froln 
the terrors of the Committee, ,vhich he so feelingly 
sets forth in his book. 
On Tuesday, the 20th of May, as the beIls tolled 
the departure of James King of William, Casey lifted 
his eyes in his cell as the slow and sorrowful knell 
struck the air, then bowed his head in his hands ,vith 
a sigh of despair. I t ,vas an 0111inous and terrible 
sound to Ed,vard McGo,van like,vise, and he kne,v 
that he must fly for his life. For ten days he lay 
concealed in the rooms of a friend in COlnmercial 
street; lnean\vhile the emissaries of the Comlnittee 
,vere putting forth every exertion to find him. He 
finally ,vas compelled to venture out, and, disguised 
and heavily arnled, he made his ,vay to another place 
of conceahnent on the road to the J\Iission Dolores, 
in the house of an old lady, ,vhere he remained for a 
month. 'Vhile there he frequently sa"v con1panies of 
vigilants out on drill, and the sunlight flashing froll1 
their polished arlllS aroused Iningled eillotions. 
On the 27th of June, ,vith the intention of making 
his ,yay to Philadelphia by the southern route through 

Iexico, 
IcGo,van, accolnpanied by a friend, startetl 
south, travelling ,vith elaborate caution and assunlillg 
disguises, chief among ,vhich ,vas that of an An1eri- 
can priest examining the l1lissions for the purpose of 
writing a book. Reaching a rancho in the vicinity 
of Santa Bárbara after a long and arduous journey on 
horseback, Ned paid his respects to the Fourth of 
July by exciting an old l\Iexican to intoxicatiou. 
This nlade the l\Iexican's ,vife angry, and perhaps 
Ned ,vas never at any time, during the period of hi
 
flight and concealu1ent, in greater danger of utter 
annihilation, and he \vas ahnost constrained to ,vish 
that his count.ry had never been born. I Inay here 
remark that in the narration uf 
fr }IcGowan bottles 
of \vhiskey, and bottle
 of brandy, and bottles of lo,v 
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degree waltz up and Jo\vn in gorgeous procession, 
shedding a tropical glo\v over the rocky pathway of 
this distinguished Inan. 
Certain persons \vho kne\v McGO\Vall recognized 
hin} in the streets of Santa Bárbara, and raising the 
alarn1 a 1110b \vas gathering to apprehend him, \Vhell 
a horselnan dashed up, and leaping to the ground 
eaught Ned by the hand \vith the rapid exclamation, 
"They are on your track, Judge; trust yourself to 1ne, 
or you are Jostl" It was Jack Powers, the robber 
chief, whose career on the road had \von for him the 
,yeird title of Destroying Angel. FoHo\ving the high- 
,vayman at a run down a narro\y street, 1\1cGo,vall 
"
as passed by him through an open \vindo\v into a 
room where there happened to be lying loosely on 
the floor some forty yards of carpeting, into ,vhich he 
,vas rolled and left to lie there like a gigantic cocoon. 
Jack then sprang out through the \vindo\y and led 
the noisy chase after an imaginary 1\IcGo\vtUl, render- 
ing himself conspicuous by his energy in the nlatter, 
but never finding his man. Eventually, however, the 
pursuit became so warm that a Spanish friend of Ned's, 
desiring to thro\v his enemies off the trail, started a 
report that a man ,vas seen skulking into a tule s\vamp 
near town, and thither the clamorous cro,vd turned, 
thinking the game was at last in the toils. The tules 
were fired, and crackled with empty exultation before 
the evening wind, as McGowan lay suffering \vith 
thirst and fighting millions of fléa
 in the roll of 
carpeting. That night, ,vith the assistance of Jack 
Po","'ers, he lllanaged to escape to the Inountains back 
of to,vn, and hid hin1self in a thicket. There he re- 
lllained all the next day, and slept in an oatfield the 
follo\ving night. Hunger at lat;t drove hill1 to a 
ncighboring rancho for food. Wandering about, he 
lost hilnsclf, and at last, by good fortune, fell in ,vith 
Jack Pow'-ers again, \vho put hinl upon a 111ule, and 
conveying hÏ1n to the Arroyo Hondo, placed hill1 ill 
charge of a Spaniard Hnd hi
 \vifc, \vith the reqnest 
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that they should take care of him until the hunt ,vas 
over. Here on the Arroyo Hondo, in a ,vild and 
lonely cañon whose rocky ,valls forever echoed the 
melancholy thunder of the neighboring sea, the 
hunted man rested from his fears for a ,vhile and un- 
dertook to recuperate his wasted frame on a diet of 
jerked beef and pinole. The inevitable brandy-bottle 
chassez into this idyllic pause in the sounding epic of 
our honorable judge, in a little anecdote ,vhich fitly 
illustrates the fathomless treachery of the native Cal- 
ifornian character in all exigencies involving the 
care and custody of the amber-hued stinlulant ,vhich 
usually attacks society under the familiar legends of 
Hennessey, 1Iartel, or Noble. Ned had despatched 
one Pedro to town for a nunlber of articles, in- 
cluding a bottle of the liquid alluded to, \vhich 
errand Pedro faithfully performed, with the exception 
that he had transferred the branJy to an original 
Californian package, and ,vas heroically cheerful under 
the trying circulnstances of the hour. He gravely re- 
ported that certain friends of 1IcGowan's objected to 
his being furnished any In ore liquor, for fear he \vould 
be guilty of some Î1nprudence; consequently he had 
ground the bottle to po\vder under his heel, and had 
scattered it to the ,vinds. 
Things ,vent smoothly enough until the night of 
the 14th of July, \vhen General Covarrubia::;, of Santa 
Bárbara, a friend of lVlcGowan's, galloped up to 
the door and informed him that a detachment of 
t,venty or lTIOre vigilants had arrived at Santa 
Bárbara by the San Francisco steamer, and were 
going to rene, v the search for him. Packing a mule 
,vith blankets and provisions, he ,vent back a little dis- 
tance into the mountains where the chaparral gre\v 
in densely 'v oven thickets, and remained there for a 
,veek, visited only by the little son of his host on the 
Arroyo Hondo. While sleeping out in the cañon, 
about this tin1e, Ned was crawling into his blankets 
one night, ,vhen a movement and an on1Înous \vhil'r 
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started hiín in terror to his feet. The blankets 
ha ving been displaced by the action, a large rattle- 
snake glided fron1 his bed and coiled itself menacingly 
before him. 'Vhen \ve consider the quantity of l\Iexi- 
can brandy the exile ,vas absorbing in those days, our 
syn1pathies na.turally fall on the side of the serpent. 
It ,vas perilously near biting the ,vrong Inan. 
Relaxing his \vatchfulness s0111ewhat, Ned ,vas re- 
freshing himself with a bath at a little spring near 
the dwelling of his friends one afternoon, 'v hen the 
boy accustomed to carry hin1 food can1e running 
to,vard him fron1 the house shouting breathlessly: 
"Los hon1 bres en la casa! vigilantes I escopetas I 
vamos! vamos I" Ned again escaped to the friendly 
shelter of the chaparral, and calu1ly ,vaited for the 
danger to pass. 
Two Americans, one of thelll named l\feacham, 
the keeper of the light-house there, and the other a 
San Franciscan, haJ visited the house, armed to the 
teeth, ,vith the intention of taking hill1 dead or alive, 
but their inquiries failed to elicit anything from the 
señora or her husband \vhich \vould betray him, and, 
having partaken of the repast that had been prepared 
for l\IcGo,van, they rode a,vay. Not long after, other 
Inelnbers of the Vigilance Committee, carrying bench- 
warrants for the apprehension of l\1cGowan, arrived 
at Santa Bárbara, but could learn nothing of his where- 
abouts, and so returned. The newspapers of the state 
,vere teeming \vith all manner of false reports and 
sensational accounts concerning him and his n10ve- 
111ents, and he ,vas really the lion of the day. Here 
is an advertisement which appeared in the Santa 
Bárbara Gazette: 


"Three hundred dollars reward! It being rumored that one Edward 
l\lcGowan, a fugitive from justice, on the charge of murder, from San Fran- 
cisco County, who was last seen in Santa Bárbara, has been murdered for a 
sum of mcney known to l1ave been in his possession, the above reward will be 
paid for the recovery of his body, or for information that will lead to bis re- 
cO\'ery, by applying to the office of Russell Heath, sheriff of Santa Bárbara. 
County. " 
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About this tiule McGowan became satisfied that 
Don Pedro, his host on the Arroyo Hondo, ,vas 
Ineditating treachery, and so he determined to seek 
shelter under the roof of Doctor Den, whose rancho 
,vas on the road from the Arroyo Hondo to Santa 
Bárbara. He kne"r the doctor to be a friend, and 
he ,vas loath to trust himself longer to the Punic 
faith of the native Californians. Arriving stealthily 
at the rancho, Ned ,vas chagrined not to find the 
doctor at home, but \vas more than lllollified by the 
kind reception given him by Doña Rosa, ,vife of 
the doctor, who provided for hilll generously. She 
also inforIlled hÎIn that arnled horsemen ,vere con- 
tinually patrolling the roads in search of hi In. Leaving 
a letter for General Covarrubias at the rancho, with 
the request that it be for\varded at the earliest rno- 
nlent possible, he retired to the nlountains to a,vait 
the reply. There he became lost in a labyrinth of 
cañons, and nearly perished from hunger and thirst. 
By great good fortune he at last struck the ,vaters 
of an arroyo ,vhich led him do,vn to the doctor's 
rancho. General Covarrubias ,vas already at the 
rancho, a,vaiting hinI, and he and Doctor Den received 
tho forlorn fugitive ,vith open arms, and extended to 
hinl every kindness. A camp ,,-ras made for him in 
th<=} centre of a cornfield convenient to the house, \vhere 
for six \veeks he remained in comfort and security, 
after which a room was given him in the house during 
the remainder of his stay. 

Iean,vhile every no,y and then a rumor ,vonld be 
started that Judge l\1cGo,van was scented, or cap- 
tured, or tried. Scores of reports of this kind canle 
in from every quarter, froill San J osé, Sacranlento, 
from Napa, from l\fonterey, from Nevada, and from 
beyond the nlountains. A gentlelnan ,vrote from Phila- 
delphia that 11e ,vas there ,vith him at his house, on 
Ninth street, belo,y Catherine. So that to Ned was 
given the sob1"iquet of 'Ubiquitous.' 
vVhen tidings of his appearance at Santa Bárbara 
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reached San Francisco, certain members of the -'ligil- 
ance C01l1mittee waited on Sheriff Scannell and re- 
quested the '\varrant issued at the time of King's 
murder. The sheriff refused to give it up, but prOlll- 
ised to send a deputy after the culprit. As the ll1atter 
seen1ecl to the Committee to den1and haste, they 
chartered the schooner Exact, which ,vith ten of the 
vigilant police ,vent to sea on the 9th of July. The 
sheriff's deputy ,vent do,vn on the Sea Bi'rd t,vo days 
after\vard. Jack Powers \vas arrested in San Fran- 
cisco the 27th of l\Iarch 1857. 


Thus passed about nine months since lVfcGo\yall 
left San Francisco. Some time in the III 0 nth of Feb- 
ruary l\IcGowan concluded that a reaction in public 
sentiment had taken place, and that it \vas possible 
for him then to appear among his fello\v-citizens any- 
where outside of San Francisco ,vithout danger of 
violence; so accompanied by a fe\v friends he set out 
on horseback for Sacramento, \vhere h.e hoped to pro- 
cure the passage of a special-legislation act to defeat 
the ends of justice, allo,ving hin1 a change of yennG 
from the courts of San Francisco to some other dis- 
trict ,vhere he might have a fair trial-that is to say, 
a trial \vhich ,vould be sure to leave him free. lIe 
arrived in Sacrarnento in due tin1e, ,vhen his appear- 
ance on the streets in the olltré costullle of his exile 
created no little excitelllent, and ,vas \varn1ly greeted 
by a host of friends and syn1pathizers. The political 
friends of l\lcGo\van ,vere largely in the Inajority in 
the legislative body, and despite the opposition. of the 
San 
'rancisco delegation, a bill ,vas finally. passed 
allo,ving any person, luaking the proper sho\ving, to 
apply to any court \vhere a criminal charge \vas pend- 
ing against hiln for a change of venue to t;On1e other 
court, without the necessity, the si.ne q1lC(; non in 
McGo\van's case, of making a personal appearance in 
the said court. Under the provisions of this act 
McGo,van procured a change of venue to the seventh 
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judicial district of California, and in l\Iay 1857 stood 
his trial at Napa City, and ,vas of course acquitted. 
The Bulletin "'"as disgusted. Says the i:::;sue of the 
3d of l\farch 1857: 
" Ned :l\IcGowan, the ubiquitous, has actually arrived in Sacramento. 
This time there is no humbug about it, It is the identical ballot-box stuffer 
himself, He puts up at the :Magnolia drinking-saloon, where during all of 
yesterday he was the centre of a large circle of admirers with the like of 
whom this city swarms at present, Sacramento at this time resembles one of 
the old Jewish cities of refuge, where murderers and other criminals could 
flee for shelter from the avengers of blood, How long this state of things 
shall continue depends entirely upon the inhabitants themselves, and of course 
is no business of the San Franciscans. It appears that owing to the organiza- 
tions of vigilance committees and sheriffs' posses, from San Diego to J\Ionte- 
rey, J\IcGowan was afraid his quarters would be beaten up, and that some 
well intentioned but ignorant party of men might mistake him for an escaped 
felon or fugitive from justice, and hang him before his friends had a chance 
to establish his remarkably good character. That part of the country, then, 
becoming too hot for him, he was forced to look around for one where he 
would find friends and comrades better able to shelter him, and where anti- 
hanging prejudices obtain more generally than in the lower country, One of 
the numerous copies of Estill's speech which were gratuitously placed upon 
the desks of the members of the legislature for distribution, and were for sale 
in the bookstores, found its way into his hands, From that, and the fact that 
it was suffered without opposition, save from a vigilance man, to be read ill 
the assembly hall, he formed his own estimate of the character of the present 
legislature; and, if he longer hesitated, a copy of the report of the quartpr- 
master and adjutant-general, and notice of the pardon of Stoncifer, and that 
two of. the exiles were here unmolested, must have decided him, It is sakl 
that he will now ask the legislature to pass a special act for his benefit, to 
enable him to Le tried here without going to San Francisco, It remains to 
be seen whether his numerous and acknowledged sen-ices to the democratic 
party will be rewarded in this way. J\fembers of the legislature will now 
have a fair chance to express their opinions, and ,viII in all probability be 
compelled to come out and show distinctly whether their sympathies are v.-ith 
the people or in favor of shiclding this prince of ballot-box stuffers, shoulder- 
strikers, and assassins. " 


And again, the 23d of l\Iay, speaking of the trial:. 


" The first act in the farce of trying a notorious scoundrel for being acces- 
sory to a foul murder has come off at N apa, Ned :l\IcGowan, the cunning but 
cowardly and unprincipled man who has played so conspicuous a part in the 
villainy that has heretofore been practised in this city, the tool and accom- 
plice of equally as guilty parties now in our midst, has at last been caged ill 
Napa, and is undergoing a farce of a trial, which is only intended to create 
sympathy for a hardened wretch, totally unfit to be loosed on society, Nearly' 
Pop, TErn" VOL. II, 17 
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three months since, this fugitive from justice made his appearance on the 
public streets of Sacramento, Under the eye of the very governor who claims 
to have offered a reward for his apprehension, he was suffered, although under 
an indictment of a grand jury, to roam at large, hold levees, and he lionized 
by men of the same stripe, He was not only persuaded to ask for special 
legislation in his behalf, but members seemed eager to obtain his favor by 
granting his request; and he was permitted to occupy a seat within the bar 
of the assembly, during the session, by the side of a boon companion, After 
being feasted and lionized by his gaping advisers and would-be imitators, a 
judge .was found who had sufficient regard for the forms of law and public 
decency to order 1tlcGowan to close confinement. That he is guilty of every 
charge, and even more, that has been laid to him, no one pretends to doubt. 
His criminal conduct in Pennsylvania, and his subsequent villainy in this 
state, have rendered him infamous, That he could be convicted, if the proper 
course was pursued, of crimes sufficient to consign him to the gallows, is 
true; but that he could be punished at the present time, while his friends 
are in possession of power that ought to be in honest hands, is doubted by 
all. A want of confidence in the authorities has produced an apathy among 
the people, as regards any attempt to prosecute this trial to a successful issue. 
They believe that the only thing to be done in this case is to mete out justice 
themselves: or await the advent of honest officials of their own choosing, That 
:McGowan's occupation as ballot-box stuffer and worker in crime in this city 
is at an end, we are confident." 
Napa had acquired quite a reputation in those 
days for liberating 111urderers. It \vas quite the thing 
if you had killed a luan to go to Napa to be cleared. 
La \vyers, barkeepers, and hotel proprietors all treated 
such felons as favored them \vith their patronage 
\vith every kindness, sending theln t.heir choiGe
t 
viands free of charge. N ed's friends \vere of a class 
that drank often. The saloon-keepers could rely on 
theln; they \vere al\vays thirsty. Jailer, judge, and 
jury \vere all free and easy, kind and lenient; if the 
prisoner had money and spent it, he \vas a good fello\v 
and need have no fear. In this instance \vith a 
gravity \vhich challenges our credulity, the trial turned 
on the question \vhether I(ing was killed by Casey's 
pistol-ball or by the physicians \vho did. not cure hill1; 
and as there \vas no other plausible ground on \vhich 
to cleanse Ned's skirts, they easily found t\VO physi- 
cians, Dr Cole and Dr Toland, \vho testified that in 
their opinion King died froil1 tho effects of treatnlent 
by other physicians to \vhose course of practice they 
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took exceptions. In other words, it \vas not the 
shooting ,yhich caused I{ing's death, but the sickness 
,vhich follo,ved the shooting and \vhich the physicians 
failed to cure! 
N 0 sooner ,vas Ned declared an innocent by Judge 

IcKinstry than he set about editing and publishing 
a paper. I t is not a little singular ho\v many inno- 
cents there are in America to-day editing ne,vspapers. 
N ed's paper \vas called the Phænix at first, under 
,vhich nan1e it ran t\venty-five Sundays, from the 30th 
of August, \vhen in ,vrathful decay it ulcerated and 
appeared under the nalne of the Ubiquit01tS, the 111orll- 
ing of Sunday, the 21st of February 1858. 
The first llulnber of the Phænix opens ,vith .JIc- 
GOLuan's Lives if the Stranglers. But for his art of 
dodging, the biographer hilnself might ere this have 
tasted tho ne\y socia] reform; as it ,vas he n1ust con- 
tent hiu1self concocting s111el]s \vhich if rank enough 
to reach the object aitned at, filled the Ineasure of his 
ambition. Having analyzed N ed's 
Ta1''rative, I shall 
no\v exalnine his journal. 
The 11.
ing of the Polecats is the polite heading of an 
article in the first 11lun1ber, on the brother of J anles 
King of W illialTI, the substance of \y hich is in fair 
keeping ,vith the caption. On the second page a con1- 
plete "li
t of the stranglers" is given. This is followed 
bya "salutatory" \vhich is "fully a\vare of the respon- 
sibi]ity" falling on an editor; ,vhich promises that, 
truth being abundant, lies ,vill not be resorted to for 
the annihilation of enemies-a position \17 hich, though. 
possibly assumed, never before ,vas maintained by a 
public journal; ,vhich ackno\vlcdges the duello a part 
of its political creed; and ,vhicll declares that none 
but vigilants "need fear exposure in our colu111ns." 
According to the bold licentiousness forthcon1ing, tho 
editor says : "We shall strive to present a paper ,,
hich 
,viII be read and sought after by all, but should our 
columns contain things ,yhich should shock the fastid- 
ious, and prevent it from being the companion of the 
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dra\ving-roon1 and fanlily circle, we shall have to ask 
grace of our readers, for \ve deal ,vith filthy subjects, 
and as a faithful historian ,ve are compelled to give 
every item both of atrocious vulgarity and glaring 
. " 
crln1e. 
The second number COIDlllents on the ancient puri- 
tan as he appears in the 1110dern strangler, and vie\vs 
hin1 in his" adnlixture of piety and hypocrisy," his 
liLerty-loving desire of crushing others, and hi
 quaker- 
hanging and ,vitch-dro\vning proclivities. It then takes 
up one after another of several of the executive C01l1- 
nlÎttee and comrnents upon their chararter in no flatter- 
ing terms. 
The fourth number appeared in mourning for the 
death of Judge 1Iurray, as left-handed an honor, 
surely, as ever \vas paid a chief-justice of a suprelnc 
court. Every printed ,vord concerning McGo\van or 
his narrative ,vas reproduced with lively if not very 
chaste COffilnents. Scores of San Franciscans \vere 
thus bespattered \vith the filthiest blackguardisln. 
To obscenity it added blackmailing, and until tho 20th 
of June 1858, the last nurnber I have seen, drove an 
iniquitous trade. 

rhe dead Phænix, rising on the 21st of February 
1858 into ne\v life as the Ubiquitous, again salutes its 
patron
 \vith "no ordinary feelings of pride and self- 
gratulation." "In defiance of all right and justice," 
it adds, "in violation of every principle of truth, our 
enelnies have seen fit, in their dernoniac rage at our 
sho\ving then1 to the world in all their hideous tle- 
forlnity, to endeavor to hinder and delay us in its 
further execution. II
 this, ho\vever, they have not 
succeeded." The opening nUll1ber of the Ubiquitous 
contains a \vood-cut of '33, Secretary,' which \yith 
tho additions of t\VO leading saloon-keepers, l-Iopkins, 
\VhOlll he calls the hangnlan, and Jules David, graces 
the last page of the last nlunber, under the title of 
'l\1:cGo\van's Portrait Gallery of the StranO'lers for 
Fraser Riv,
r.' 0 
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All the issue of the 14th of February of this de- 
lectable journal sent to San Francisco \vas seized by 
the chief of police as unfit for circulation; \vhercupon 
next day in an 'extra' a great cry \vas rai
ed by 
the editor. "Another outrage in the city of Llood I 
Newsboy arrested and paper seized! Is there any- 
thiIig obscene in this paper1 The freedol11 of the 
press tolerated by the stranglers in their strangling 
press only. The stranglers \vrithing under our lash! 
'Vho says \ve are not getting even, l110re than event' 
A \v hole vol Ulne of reflection on the frcedolll of the 
press is offered in this ludicrously absurd cry. Nor 
should the honorable judge have so openlyackno\vl- 
edged that he ,vas getting lllore than even, for that is 
not justice. 
In 1862 \ve hear of Judge 
fcGo\van in the gold- 
fields of British Colunlbia. Ned al\vays possessed 
quite a lJcnchant for gold-getting, in whatsoever ca- 
pacity. "As an instance of the \vorkings of universal 
suffrage," ,vrites J\Iayne," it 111ay be luentioned that 
this l11an at one tilHe filled the office of a judge in 
California; and quite recently \vhen, after shooting a.t 
a l11an at Hill Bar, 'VhOl11 he luckily missed, he es- 
caped across the frontier into An1erican territory, he 
has been elected to the house of representatives of 
one of the border states that lie east of the Rocky 

 I ." 
1\ ountaJns. 
And again, speaking of SOllle disturbance created 
by 
fcGo\van at Yale, he says: "Colonel 
Ioody, 
representing the luajesty of the h1\v, ,vas still at Yale. 
1\11" l\IcGo\van outraged it unnlistakably by COln- 
Inittillg an unprovoked assault. 
rhjs, coupletl ,vith 
sundry other suspicious circluustances, caused Coloncl 
l\Ioody to think that 1\IcGo\va
's friends ana ad- 
Inirers \yould, if provoked, break into serious insub- 
ordination; and he at once instructed 111e to drop 
clo\vn the river to Hope and Langley and order up 
the engineers, luarines, and blue-jackets left at tho
e 
places. 
Ir 
IcGo\van, after enjoying the sensation 
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ho had caused, paid the cOlnlnissioner a forinal visit, 
and after Inaking a very gentlelnanly apology for the 
hasty blo\v ,vhich had disturbed the peace of British 
Colulnbia, COnl111itted hilnself frankly into the hands 
of justice I What could be done \vith such a frank, 
entertaining rascal1 He ,vas fined for the ass
ult, 
exonerated froln all previous n1Ísdelneanors, and next 
day, upon Hill Bar being visited by l\Ir Begbie, the 
chief-justice, and 111yself, he conducted us over the 
diggings, \vashed some dirt to sho\v us the process, 
and invited us to a collation in his hut, \vhen 've drank 
chalnpagne ,vith sonlO t\velve or fifteen of his Cal- 
ifornia friends. And \vhatever opinion the Vigilance 
C01111nittee of San Francisco might elitertain of the 
gentlelnen, I, speaking as I found thenl, can only say 
that, all things considered, I have rarely lunched \vith 
a better-spoken, pleasanter party. The ,vord nliner, 
to Inany unacquainted ,vith the gold-fields, conveys an 
ilnpression silnilar, l)orhaps, to that of navvy. But 
anlong them lllay often be found men ,vho by birth 
and education are \vell qualified to hold their o\vn in 
the Inost civilized C0l111nunity of Europe." 
I give here\vith SODle letters of 
fr ]\{cGo,van's 
'v hich fell into the hands of the Vigilance COlllmittee, 
,vhich fix his social status nlore definitely than any 
other evidence I have seen. And first, one addressed 
"Judge l\IcGo\van, care D. C. Broderick, Union 
Hotel, San Franci
co. Bv Adams and Company'::; 
Express from Auburn." eJ 


"DEAR JUDGE: 


" AUBUR
, September 8, 183
. 


"I seize the moment to communicate the news from Placer County. Our 
vote is not so large as last year by 1000; Bigler's majority will be about 22.3. 
}Jrecincts all hearù from except two or three small ones in the mountains. 
County ticket all elected. Drunkarù's Bar, 100 votes, polled Bigler f)t'); the 
rest of the ticket lOO-in sporting language a flush. Call you beat it, hey? 
I'll be at home on the 10th. Yours, 


"DICKSON. " 


"Dr Dickson who wrote this letter was killed in a duel at Sacramento, 

Iarch 0, 1834, by Philip Thomas. I ,vas the 'friend' of Dickson. He 
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was a noble fellow, and was deserving of a better fate. The quarrel was not 
his own, but that of a friend, whom Thomas refused to recognize as a gentleman, 
Dickson took his friend's place and fell mortally wounded,' Peace to his ashes. 
"EDW. 
ICGowAN. 


"San Francisco, Marcl
 26, 1854." 


The honorable John B. vVeller to the honorable 
Ed ,yard l\IcGo,van: 


"
Iy DEAR SIR: 
"In the multiplicity of other engagements I have only time to write you 
a short note in reply to your letter of the 15th ult. You will be kind enough 
to pay over to my brother C. L, 'VelIeI' the amount due me from the 
Iarine 
hospital. In regard to the federal offices in California, I can only say that I 
am much mortified at the great number of applicants for all the offices in that 
state, I am literally overrun with letters, etc, After all names have been 
presented, the delegation from California will attempt to unite in their recom- 
mendations, If in the general scramble anything can be done for you it will 
give me great pleasure. Respectfully, your friend, 
" JOHN B. "\V ELLER. " 


"'V ASHINGTON CITY, January 24, 1853. 


"Ed, J..llcGowan, Esq." 


" I, John," de
ire the election of Skinner: 
"BE
ICIA, October 9, 1853. 
" DE \R 
IcGow AN: 
" I desire you to aid the election of J. S, Skinner as city physician all in 
your power. Say to Broderick that I am anxious for his election for reasons 
w!1Ích I will explain to him, I will be down on l\Iondayevening without 
fail. Truly yours, J OH
 BIGLER." 


The roughs do not ,vant their leaders to fight. Vi 
Turner and J. F. Quin to Judge l\fcGo,van in relation 
to a proposed duel bet,veen Bagley and Casey: 
" N. B,-Private and confidential: 


"DEAR NED: 
"'Ye have been called on to act in the capacity of seconds in a duel that 
is to come off in the morning betwoen 
Ir Bagley and Jas. Casey. To you, 
as the friend of )11' B" we now write, and if our former intimacy can guar- 
antee the demand, we insist upon you lending your hand to the settlement of 
the same. :From what we understand of it, it is a difficulty that can be set- 
tled without the least trouble. Take the advice of friends, though younger 
in years than yourself, that the settlement of this matter would benefit all 
parties interested. There is no necessity for any haste in this affair. Come 
in town with your friend and confer with us, and I am certain it can be 
arranged, Let me assure you that 'Ti and myself are equally frienùly with 
one as the other. For your sake and ours come immediately on receil)
 of this. 
You shall not compromise yourself. Your friend
, 
"VI TUR..
ER and JAS. F. .
Ui. 


" To Judge J.lIcGowan." 
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How Ned kept his politico-pugilistic accounts: 
Peter \Vhiteman, . $175 
ElTickson, . . . . . 20 
Small & Co" 160 Draft on Philadelphia dishonored. 
Dick Howell, . 130 
J olm Abrahams, 2.3 
Young Elder, . . 30 
Irish Thornton, 2.3 
Jim Galaway, . 50 
'V, \Villiams, . 25 
O. Bailey, 113 


" 


" 


" 


" 


Philadelphians and Pennsylvanians 
that I have loaned money to, not one 
of which ever maùe the first offer, or 
ever will, to pay. 


So\ving the good seed at election: 
"SA
 FRANCISCO, September 5, 18.34. 
"Rec'd of Edward 
IcGowan three hundred dollars for the county. 
"$300. 'V. J. SWEASEY." 


"SAN FRANCISCO, September 4, 18.34. 
"Rec'd from Edw. ]}IcGowan $150 for election purposes. 
" $1.30. 2d \Vard. Tnos. 
1. CAHILL." 


"SAN FRANCISCO, September 4, 1854. 
"Rec'd from E, :McGowan $150 for election purposes for 8th 'Varù. 
" $150. 8th 'Vard. D. B. CASTRO." 


"SA
 FRANCISCO, September 5, 18.34. 
"Received of E, ]}lcGowan the sum of $150 for the Seventh \Vard, 
"$150. 7th'Vard. PETER I{EN
Y." 


"SAN FRANCISCO, September 6, 1854. 
"Rec'd of Edward 
IcGowan $150 for the Third 'Yard. 
" $1.30. DAVID SCANNELL." 


"SAN FRANCISCO, September 6, 18.34. 
" llec'd of Edward :McGowan $150 for the Sixth \Vard, 
"$1.30. PETER VEEDER." 


"SAN FRANCISCO, September 6, 183G. 
" Rec'd of Edward McGowan two hundred dollars for Fifth 'Vart!, 
" $:!OO. J Acon RITCHIE." 


Ned neglects his little French girl: 
" 11 Y DEAR FRIEXD: 
" I suppose that you are very surprise, not see me since any days, hut not 
you knows that 
laùame Dubucourt she as been very bad for me, an she says 
if I am going to see you the door should be shut me. :l\1adame Dubucourt is 
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very jealous and sorry why anybody like nle. I am been very sick by this 
conduct, an very sorry that you not come see me. You know my dear friend 
the affection that I have for you, and I suppose that you have the same for 
me. Any time that you call, I shall have very happy to see you; if you not 
come now I think you very bad for you, but I hope my letter find you the 
15ame for me as before. Your friend, 
" 25 A U[/ust. LEXXY, " 


An10ng the actresses Ned was a darling gay Lo- 
thario : 


"PARIS, 3d :March, 183.3. 


"Edward },[cGowan, Esq.:- 
" l\Iy DEAR FRIEXD: Alone in my little parlor far away in this gay place 
I think of those who love me-and you are not forgotten. 
" 
fy eyes are still very weak, indeed, and pain me yery much, or I would 
write you a long letter-all about my thoughts of you and other dear friends 
I left behind me in California, that blessed land of gold and good hearts! 
But it will not require many words to assure you of all the grnJ;eful remem. 
brances I entertain of you; I often close my eyes and think I see you, e\rery 
uight, before the rise of the curtain, walking do\vn the aisle of the parquet of 
the :Metropolitan Theatre, a bill in your hand and looking so cheerfully at 
everybody near you as though you would say, "VeIl! have you come to see my 
daughter play to-night?' Oh, those dear old happy times! 'Yill they ever come 
again? Have you had any new pet yet since I left? I hope the artists who 
have followed me have not eclipsed me from your heart. It would give l
e 
pain to think so, for neither fate nor circumstance could change my thoughts 
of you. 
"I have been in Europe now nearly five months; in company with my 
brother and sister I am now spending some time in Paris. I bave seen 
Rachel-the EUROPEAN Rachel. I must not praise her, since everybody here 
says she bears such strong resemblance to me, and I might be thought vain 
did I speak my opinion of her. I am forced to confess that the resemblance 
between our styles of acting was so striking that I felt wonder-struck during 
the first act. But I can never hope to attain the excellence to which she has 
arrived, which is truly wonderful. Her acting is so powerful, it at first alarms 
you, then positively frightens, then subdues, then delights you. She goes to 
America, where I hope you will see her. Her style, howm-er, touches the 
head, but never once the heart. The world here is all astir preparing for tho 
'Yodd's Fair. But neither England nor France have any charm for me. I 
would rathcr l)ass a single year in California than bask among their LCaluS 
forever, 
"I am studying very harù in the sweet hope to be, some day, worthy of 
the good name which San Francisco has already crowneù me with; it will 
giyo me great pleasure to return to you all onco more and show you the good 
use I have made of my time; and thcn, judge, we will have a good long chat 
about old tinles, 'Yill we not? Yes, indeed! Cntil thculllay God he with 
you; anù belieye me e,'cr your grateful friend, 


".MATILD_\ II.ER05." 
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II ere is a specimen of Steve Whipple's dunning 
letters for money lost at galnbling in his establish- 
lllcnt: 


"WEDNESDAY, August 16, 1854. 


"E, JIcGo1J)an, Esq.:- 
"DEAR SIR: At your request, as conveyed to us by Ðoct. Parker, we have 
not called upon you for the balance due the house on your check, supposing of 
course that you would on 
'londay have met the same. That day, 
londay, 
and yesterùay having passed without our being able to see you, we are com- 
pelled to call on you for a settlement of the same to-day. 
"Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
" 'V HIPPLE AND BURROUGHS." 



CHAPTER XV. 


ARREST AND EXILE. 


Objection! Let hun object ü he dare. 
Sheridan. 


EARLY in the present century an English ,vine- 
merchant, J Oh11 Dobell, ,vrote a book entitled JIan 
Unfit to Govern lJIan. To have obt3:ined a hearing in 
San Francisco shortly after the 111iddle of the century, 
1\11' Dobell ,vould have had to Inake his title-page 
read lJIan his 07-0n JJiaster. After the execution of 
Casey and Cora every honest Inan felt rnore honest, 
carried his head higher, anù breathed 1110re freely. 
He felt that he ,vas again indeed his o,vn nlaster. 
The conspiracy of la,v and order ,vas broken, but it 
,yas not yet eradicated. There ,vas other ,york for 
the COlnn1Ïttee to do. Society lTIUst be further sifted. 
Idlers and crÏIninals are the greatest curse entailed 
on society, greater than ,val', pestilence, earthquake, 
and fau1ine; and to pernlit bad 111e11 and their crinles 
to llluitiply and go do,vn interbreeding to posterity, 
such ilnpo
ition falling aI\vays alone on the indu
trious 
and virtuous, is the greatest evil one generation can 
inflict upon another. 
It ,vas the bounden duty of San Francisco to arrest 
and eradicate tho leprosy then overspreading her 
young institutions. Her .citizens, represented by the 
tribunal in session on Sacralnento street, had no right 
to pern1Ít the disease to spread and so transn1Ït to 
their children, their fair inheritance, the pcstilcntial 
carcass of its fornler self. And they Jid not; for on 
l 267 ) 
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their opinion they acted. A point was reached \v here 
a laissez-jètire policy in 111atters pertaining to public 
,veal could no longer be endured. The laissez-ficlre 
()f the state government at this time ,vas a laissez- 
Jaire ,vhich let alone the thief ,vhen he robbed, 
and his victinl ,vhen he cried for justice; it \vas not 
tho let-alone principle \yhich gives to each citizen all 
the good he can get, leaving hinl to suffer such evils 
only fiB he brings upon himself. 
And so thinking, they acted upon the only true 
principle, that the 11l0st merciful, not to say econo111i- 
caI, \yay is to punish crime quickly, surely, and severely. 
Advocates of the abolition of capital punishlnent \vere 
requested to shift their synlpathies from tho 111ur- 
derer to the murdered. Letting thelll rest there for 
but a single llloinent, if they are the hunlanitarians 
they profess to be, they \vill say that the venOlDOUS 
reptiles of society should be exterillinated, as settlers 
extern1inate rattlesnakes and grizzly bears. Hlll11ane 
justice \vill punish severely, for severe justice is the 
1110st hunlane. And not only this, but it will seek to 
save the other\vise lost; it \vill cast do\vn, but it \vill 
like\vise lift up. 
To the ne\v order of things in this heterogeneous 
civilization the old ,vorn-out n1achines of eastern 
traditions \vore ill adapted. Stronger and better fitted 
,vheels of s\vifter velocity \vere requisite to keep pace 
,vith the nc\v jurisprudence. Men tire of \vatchillg 
each other, of hiring their fello\vs to perambulate 
streets ,vith Lludgeons ready drawn for the han1111er- 
ing of refractory hUlnanity, of\vatching political parties 
in belligerent attitudes snarling and glaring at each 
other lest one shan stealn10re than its share. It \vas 
not the people immediately \vho \vore responsible for 
it, but government, la\v, and la\v officials; yet after an 
it ,va
 tho people. The llloralities of Inankind, like the 
llloralities of nature, are pure and peaceable, and the 
luasses, as a rule, are right. As a rule their la \v is 
nature's la\v, God's ]a\y. No 11101"0 can the flo\ver 
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thrive ,vhilo nursing in its bosom the envenolTIed ,vornl 
than can society prosper under custon1S oppugnant to 
nature's la,ys. 
For crinle ,ve are indebted, first to 
crÏ1ninals, the abnOr111al element of society, the igno- 
ant, vicious, ,vilfully \vicked; next, to statesnlen, gov- 
ernors, judges, la,vyers, those ,vho subsist on the labors 
of the people, pretending to punish vice, but in their 
selfish counsels as often fostering vice as punishing 
it; and last of all, the people, for perlnitting such things. 
Out of an ignorant, irrational, or brutal society 
there does not spring a ,vise and hUluane governluent. 
\Vicked lllen do not select their leader for his virtuous 
qualities. A good nlan ,vill not accept office obtained 
through that hypocrisy and lying, that rousing of 
deceitful hopes and fostering of senseless prejudices 
necessary to his election. N or is it in luan, least of 
all in kings, but in nature only, that ,ve lllay look for 
right or might divine. To nature ,ve must go for lay;, 
for learning, for intellectual as ,veIl as for physical food. 
So these popular-tribunal 111en concluded to work 
a,vay for a brief space lustily, and give the city a 
lnoral scrubbing. 
rhus far the people were satisfie1 
,vith their leaders, and \vere content to follo,v and 
obey these so-called autoçratic traitors. Reulember- 
ing a saying the Chinese have, that "the ,vise ll1an 
does not speak of all he does, but he does nothing that 
cannot be spoken of," they ,vere satisfied to kno\v only 
results. Says the Golden Era of the 25th of l\Iay: 
"\,\T ere this executive cOllllnittee not con1posed of the 
1l10St respectable and honorable of our citizens, ,ye 
1l1ight question the policy of veiling their actions 
froln the scrutiny of the people ,vhoso province it is to 
approve or condenln thein." But as they ,vere safe n10n, 
the people did not fear to trust them, the journal goes 
on to say, taking a quarter of a co]un111 to say it in. 
To the destruction of the aeries of these l1loral 
vultureH the COlll111ittee then applied itself. A COlTI- 
n1ittco ,vaited on the city police ,vith an offer of thrcc 
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hundred dollars for the arrest of l\IcGo\van, and t\VO 
hundred dollars for the arrest of 'Vightu1an. A dis- 
clain1er \vas ordered published in the journals of the 
day "of the intention of this body to avail itself of 
the right of search, without the perlnission of occu- 
pants of houses or legal ,varrants," and no arrests 
,vere pernlitted to be 111ade by 111embers of the Com- 
mittee ,vithout a warrant from the Executive. 
Prominent arnong the birds of prey ,vere Billy 
l\Iulligan, Dan Alrich, Bill Le,vis, Yankee Sullivan, 
and others famous for doughty deeds perpetrated in 
defiance of la,v, and ',vhile yet law's most kindly 111in- 
iste"rs. Everyone knew then1 to be guilty of crin1inal 
acts, and yet the la\v seeilled po\verless to reach then). 
Terrorism ,vas their play. Proll1inent in all political 
n1atters, they held the polls at election, and often 
attacked, maimed, bruised, and abused all ,vho opposed 
them. They levied black-mail almost at ,vill, and 
,vhen in drunken bravado they appeared on the street, 
quiet citizens were obliged to take then1selves out of 
their ,yay. And, indeed, if the la\v so desired, there 
,vas little use in arresting theill. 
vVhilo the Comn1ittee could not conscientiously dis- 
band leaving these social coyotes still prowling the 
streets, on the other hand they were resolved to inflict 
no punishment not authorized by the court?; particu- 
larly none should be capitally punished ,vho ,vould not 
under the la,v be subject to such treatn1ent. And yet 
this chronic criminality 111ust be checked. After Inuch 
thoughtful consideration it ,vas detern1ined to adopt 
. the plan of banishn1ent, after trial and conviction, of 
notoriously bad characters ,vhorn the hanglnan could 
not legally reach. 
While the n1en of law affected adoration for fornI, 
the yigilance party believed in the sacredness of 
hUlnan life. Thieves and 111urderers preying upon 
a people are bad onough, but their doings are far less 
injurious than the influence of those ,vho liyo by 
poisoning the fountains of social n10rality, and quoting 
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tradition to sanctify their ,vickedness. In order to 
prevent the disintegration of society, the ,Tigilance 
C-ommittee found it necessary to aSSUlne ah
olute 
po,ver; and in the adn1inistration of justice they re- 
solved to restrain the tendency to,vard excess ,vhich 
characterizes the possession of unlin1Ïted authority by 
constitutionally lilniting its exercise. They confined 
the death penalty to the crime of n1urder, and ad- 
hered to this restriction during all their rule, although 
the interest of justice at ti111es seelned to ,varrant its 
suspension. Banishrnent ,vas the only punishn1ent 
R\varded the ,yorst crilninal against ,vhonl the crilne 
of n1urder could not be proved. Banishn1ent has a 
severe sound; but under the '1'"égÏ1ne of the C0111n1ittee 
it a1110unted to little more than allo\ving the crilninal 
to select the city to ,vhich he ,vould lnake a pleasant 
voyage, the association paying the expenses of th
 
journey if he had not the n1oney. 
In n10st cases the expelled decided to go to K e\v 
York, and ,vere furnished passage by the regular 111ail 
stealners. The gooù accomplished ,vas chiefly in 
11laking la,vless characters understand that though 
they n1ight successfully defy the la,v, there ,vas in the 
COnl111Unity a reserved po\ver ,vhich ,vas absolutely 
irresistible, whose grasp might on the next occasion 
prove fatal. 
One night about one o'clock the police were aroused 
by one \yl
o thought he had found McGo\van's track 
in the vicinity of \Vasbington street. During this 
time Pete Wightman \vas sto\ved under Folson1's 
staLle; and there his ravens fed hin1 until he effected 
his escape. 
A cOlnnlittee of five on foreign relations ,vns ap- 
pointed to furnish transportation for those ,vho Inig-ht 
be requested to leave the state. Of all notorious 
characters a IÜ
t ,vas Inade, called the Black List, and 
orders \vere issued the 25th for the arrest of 'Villian1 
l\Iulligan, Dan Aldrich, Bill Le\yis, J. \V. Bagley, 
l\Iartin Gallagher, and Yankee Sullivan, and next day 
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the last three \vere brought before the COlll111ittee. 
The eyening of the 27th they \vere tried, each on the 
indi,
idual Inerits of his case, and all having their 
counsel, \vith the privilege of sUlnlnoning \vitnesses, 
as in trials for murder. And thereupon the follo\ving 
resolution \vas passed: 
""THEREAS, The evidence we have heard establishes conclusively that 
Billy 
Iulligan, Yankee Sullivan, and 
Iartin Gallagher have for years been 
disturbers of the peace of our city, destroyers of the purity of our elections, 
active members and 
eaùers of the organized gang who have invaded the 
sanctity of our ballot-boxes, and l)erfect pests to society; therefore 
" Rcsoh'ed, That \Villiam l\lu, lligan Yankee Sullivan, anù l\Iartin Gallagher 
be transported out of the territory of the United States at the earliest practi- 
cable moment, and that they be warned never to return to California, under 
penalty of death." 


Orders \vere then issued for the arrest of BiHy Carr, 
Woolly Kearny, Jinl Burke, and J. P. Hickey; and 
on the 30th the t\VO first named \vere in like nlanner 
sentenced to exile. Dan Aldrich \vas discovered soon 
after \vith his inCl1no1.'Clta, secreted in Sacralnento... A 
ne\y order ,vas issued for his arrest, and also for that 
of Ed,vard Bulger. 
She 'v ho called herself Mrs Sullivan siglled to see 
her husband in \vords like these: 


"l\iAY 29, 18.36. 


"DEAR J Al\IES : 
"I take my pen in hand to write those fue lines to you for I do not no wot 
to do for I have not got one cent in the world and theay will not let me come in 
to see you I have been three times to see if they would not let me in to see 
you; Dear James how are I to folow you \Vhen thay Seand you A \Vay l\ly 
heart is almost broke Aboute you I wishe you to write me a fue lines out so 
that I can no wot to do I will wate .wile youe rite me a fue lines 
"So no 
lore at preasent from your Affectionate \Vife untill Death, 
"EMILY 
IARY SULLEVA
," 


Suddenly in the lnidst of these engageillents the 
COllllllittee \vas shocked by the annOUnCell1ent of 
an officer of police that Yankee Sullivan had C01l1- 
11litted suicide in his cell. An extra session of the 
Executive \vas in11llediately called and the 111atter 
investigated. 
It appears that about six o'clock SaturJay morning, 
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the 31st of l\Iay, Sullivan called the guard and re- 
quested a drink of ,vater. He then related a horrible 
drean1 from 'v hich he had just a,vakenecl. He thought 
he had been condeillned to die; that the last rites of 
religion perforu1ed, he had been seized and pinioned 
by the guards, taken frolll his cell, led to the fatal 
,yindo,v, ,vhere the rope ,vas adjusted round his neck; 
then, placed on the platforln before the deriding 
cro,vd, the trap ,vas sprung, and in the fancied agony 
of the last a,vful struggle he a,voke. He ,vas greatly 
excited. So strong a grasp upon his fevered brain had 
the terrible fancy taken that he could not drive it 
hence. The guard sought to pacify hin1, told hiln 
there ,vas no danger of his being hanged, that at the 
,vorst he ,vould only be expelled frolll the country, and 
that in another land he could reform and lead a life of 
virtuous industry. The unhappy nlan took the water 
offered hilll apparently relieved. But ,vhen t\VO hours 
after the guard entered the cell ,vith the prisoner's 
breakfast he found him lying on his back upon the 
bed in a pool of blood, ,vith a frightful gash on the 
inside of the left elbo,v, dead. He ,vas dressed in 
pantaloons and shirt, and near him, red ,vith gore, lay 
the knife ,vhich he used to cut his food. The body 
,vas given to the coroner. " 
The cause of the n1elancholy event, it was thought, 
,vas the denial of stin1lllants to 'v hich the prisoner ,vas 
alnlost lllomentarily accustomed. I t ,vas sho,vl1 that 
drunkenness ,vas his norlnal state, from fifty to eighty 
drinks a day being his custolnary indulgence; and 
,vhen after incarceration tea and coffee ,vere substi- 
tuted, his nervous systelll sank, circulation becarne 
sluggish, and his l1lind gloon1Y. This lesson to the 
COHlll1ittee proved profitable to the drinking pro- 
clivities of the remaining prisoners, ,vho lest they 
should droop and kill thclllsclves ,vcre ordered full 
rations of spirits. The encillies of the association 
,vere not back,vard in raising accusations of foul play 
against the COlnn1ittee, accusing thelll of lllurdcrillg 
POl', Tnm" VOL, II. 18 
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Sullivan in his cell, and like absurdities ,vhich are 
not ,vorthy of refutation. 
Sullivan ,vas an English prize-fighter. The appel- 
lation ' Yankee' ""as given hinl fronl "rearing in one 
of his great fights a handkerchief ,vith the Anlerican 
flag painted on it. He ,vas a Sydney convict ,yho had' 
escaped to New Zealand. There ,vas no thought on the 
part of the Conlnlittee of punislnnent nlore severe than 
a free passage to 'v herever he ,visheù to go out of the 
United States. SOlne said that he ,vas slain in resist- 
ing his guard, but even the llerald declares: " We 
disnliss as entirely un,vorthy to be entertained, that 
the lnan has been assassinated." 
Shortly before his death Sullivan nlade a confession, 
,yhich brought to light SOlne Rtartling deveJopnlcnts in 
regard to fraud
 at the Presidiò polls. The publica- 
cation of portions of the confession, ,vith the nanles of 
the individuals nlentioned left blank, ,vas authorized 
by the executive COlll111ittee, and appeared in the 
journals of June 2d. This confession ,vas to the COlll- 
1l1ittee of 1856 ,vhat the confession of Stuart ,vas to 
the COlnlllittee of 1851. It introduced the crillle- 
crushers at once to the nlysteries of the ring, and gaye 
theu1 the cue to the caulpaign. As the confession is 
lengthy I can give only a sunlnlary of it: 

rhe Septenlber previous Sullivan lived at the Pre- 
sidio House, on the road to the fort. Election ,vas 
held there, and the ballot-box for that precinct ,vas kept 
in the hotel. Sullivan \vas one of the judges of election. 
On the l110rning of election day the agent of one of the 
candidates rode up and offered hiln five hundred dollars 
to bring in a nlajority for his friend, the n10ney to be 
paid after election. The clerk, satisfied ,vith the offer, 
proceeded to ,vrite out on the spot, and before the 
balloting, the return of the candidate; but Sullivan, 
kno,ving the ll1an ,vould not pay, Jeclared hinlsclf 
incorruptible, and tore up the returns. 
Another candidate offered three hundred dollars for 
an election. This one 'V:;1S good pay, for he held the 
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money in his hand, but he had treated Sullivan badly 
in 1850, and he should not have the office at any price. 
Then he goes on to say ,vho bought of hin1 an election, 
at ,,,hat tilne in the day, and how n1uch was paid for 
it. One office ,vas sold for one hundred dollars, that 
is to say, so far as that precinct ,vas concerned, and 
another for fiye hundred, for ,vhich Sullivan nevcr 
received anything. Thus he ,vent on at length de- 
scribing corruptionists, exposing fraudulent schemes, 
and fighting his battle over a.gain until to the light 
,yere spread systems and series of villainies unparal- 
leled in republican governnlents. 
And no,v fron1 his tOll1b in the cemetery, near the 
old adobe church of :\Iission Dolores, the stone that 
Inarks his resting-place cries daily and nightly unto 
God for forgiveness on his enen1Ïes. Exceedingly 
charitable and Christian of the tombstone I 


Charles P. Duane, surnan1ed Dutch Charlie, late 
chief engineer of the fire departlnent, ,vas arrested on 
Sunday, the 1st of June, and placed in garrison. 
Quite a little comn10tion ,vas occasioned by this ar- 
rest. Charlie ,vas al,vays fond of a fracas. He ,vas 
in the saloon of Fiske and Loring, on Clay street, at 
the tilne, ,vhen a vigilant officer entered and notified 
hiln of his errand. Duane dropped his dignity, flung 
aside his bravado, felt his courage flying in every di- 
rection into space: "0 troublous tin1es I" he sighed; 
",vhere shan the ,vicked find rest1" Thereupon, as 
if in an ans,ver to an inspiration, he lifted up his 
heels and ran for the police office. Darting through 
an alley leading to 
Ierchant street, at the end of it 
he encountered a body of arl1H
d Inen, ,vho seized hin1. 
Duane 111ade a desperate effort to shake theln off, and 
shouted loudly to the police, but all in vain. Several 
of hi
 friend
 ,vere standing hy at the tin1e, but none 
of them interfered. They "'"ere learning discretion. 

Iean'v hile the triangle struck three tilnes; the guard 
,vas doubled, the cannon made ready, and mounted 
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lnen ,vere stationed in the streets. But all passed off 
quietly. 
Notice in ,vords like the follo,ving was served on 
the banished either in ,vriting or verbally. The ex- 
ample given is from a genuine dOCUll1ent: 


"EXECUTIVE COMl\IITTEE CHAMBERS, } 
SAN FRANCISCO, 6th June, 1836. 


"James Cllsick:- 
"SIR: The Committee of Vigilance, after full investigation and delibera- 
tion, have declared you guilty of being a notoriously bad character and dan- 
gerous person, a disturber of the peace, a violator of the purity and integrity 
of the ballot-box, and have accordingly adjudged the following sentence: 
"That you, James Cusick, leave the state of California on or before the 
twentieth day of June 1856, never to return, under the severest penalties, 
" In witness whereof, the seal of the Committee of Vigilance is hereunto 
attached. By order of the Committee. 
[ SEAL] , , No. 33, Secretary." 


Rodlnan Backus, the murderer of Oldman, as ,ve 
have seen, ,vas only too happy to escape the city. 
After undergoing the forIlls of a trial, and threading 
the labyrinth of la,v, assisted by the usual technicali- 
. ties, Bubterfuges, and quibbles, he succeeded in quieting 
justice by a conviction of manslaughter and a sentence 
to t\VO anù a half years in the state-prison, and three 
thousand dollars' fine. For an aggravated case of 
deliberate Inurder, one ,vould think this \vould have 
satisfied hill1. N ot so. In his opinion the la \v ,vas 
very unreasonable to punish hiIn at all. So he ap- 
pealed to the supreme court, and ,vas in a fair ,vay of 
soon being set at liberty. This ,vas before the killing 
of King. Witnessing the uprising attending this and 
suLsequent tragedies, Backus ,vas led to believe that 
nlurder ,vas becoming unfashionable in San Fran- 
cisco, and that a murderer ,vas safer bet\veen good 
brick walls than ,,,,hen n1ingling wit11 such unreason- 
able and excited lnen. Consequently he ,vithdre\v his 
appeal; and novel" did convict n10re earnestly or 
honestly beg pern1issiol1 to serve his ternl than did 
Backus. Ohl blessed \valls of San Quentin, through 
,vhose ,vindow comes the 
oft ,vood-scented air of San 
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Rafael, or the sterner passioned ocean \vind fI'C::'-:l 
round Tan1alpais, to the hunted 111urderer thy open 
gate \yas as the gate of heaven through \vhich n1Ïght 
be seell the eternal courts of rest I 


Billy Carr kept a \vhitehall boat. His Occup3,tion 
,vas to convey passengers to and from vessels lying in 
the harbor. This gave hiln regular exercise, and kept 
the llluscles of his arnl in good condition for striking · 
fro In the shoulder. Carr \vas king of the ,vharf-rats. 
But he aspired to son1ething higher; the aspiratioils 
of his genius gave hinl no rest. Dray driyers had 
before no,v been seated in the gubernatorial chair, 
pilllpS had been placed on the supreme bench, and 
blackguards sent to congress; \vhy should not he, an 
able and honest boatlnan, beco111e great like the others? 
So he deterulined to turn a patriot. He ,vould ser\TC 
his country, lay do\vn his life for her sacred institu- 
tions, if necessary, and be held in grateful remeln- 
branco ever after. He began in an hunlble viay as 
early as 1852 or 1853, as convention delegate, doing 
fist duty at elections and burning his n1idnight oil 
over the intricacies of ballot-box Inachinery. One 
ùay, it \vas the 28th of 
fay, 1856, about three 
o'clock in tho afternoon, Billy ,vas taking his cus- 
tomary constitutional at a \vell kno\vn political bar- 
rOOlll on Pacific street, ,vhen a man entered and 
approached him. 
" 
Ia y I have a \vord \vith you 1" he asked. 
}\; ow if there ,vas anything Billy despised it was to 
be disturbed in his potations; and to be disturbed by 
a stranger, by a respectable-looking stranger, in such 
tilHes as these-to be requested, by one \v ho apparently 
kne,v him, for a ,,'"ord in private-Billy didn't like it. 
He fidgeted and felt uncoillfortable, and the vision of 
that first-\vard ballot-box, of \vhich he \vas inspector, 
and \vhich on election night contained a third lllore 
tickets than there \vere voters in the \vard, flashed 
across his brain. 
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"'Vhat do you \vant1" said Billy in a gruff, dogged 
tono, \vith appal'ently no intention of leaving the bar. 
"I want you to go \vith Ine," replied the n1an, 
gi ying him an earnest, 111caning look full in the eye. 
Billy understood it perfectly; but surrounded by 
his friends, and seeing but one man \vho so persistently 
desired his company, he began to argue and to bully, 
"Then the n1essenger interrupted him. 
" '\Ve \viIi not \vaste \vords," he said; "you are ,vanted 
at the executive cOllln1ittee rooms. T\venty armed n1en 
are at the door. If you will go \vithout disturbance, 
\yelJ; if no t " 
Billy \vent. 


Bright \vere the faces on l\Iontgomery and Front 
Rtreets \vhen, on the n10rning of the 6th of June, 
it \vas kno\vn that the day previous an in1portant 

hipment of scoundrels had been effected by the 
,--rigilance Con1mittee. Joy beamed on every coun- 
tcnance, and the sun seenled brighter and the air 
pnrer since the ,vithdra,val of their hateful presence. 
Six of them there \vere in this gang; and that their 
la,y and order friends lnight not be disturbed, a little 
ruse ,vas practised by the COillluittee, \v hich cffected 
their cIIlLarkation \vith the utn10st quietness and de- 
Hpatch. It had leaked out in some \vay that the cells 
of the Conlmittee rOOlns \vere to be elnptied that 
lllorning, and as the law and order party had Deen 
Bpecially active of late, lllany thought there \vould be 
fìghting; so that \vhen the hour arrived the front 
Yt'Tindo\vs of the Conln1ittee rooms looked out on a 
dense Inass of excited hUlnan beings. 
This ,vould not do. It \vas iUlpossibIe to tell of 
\vhat lllaterial that cro,vcl \vas composed. A failure 
or lnistake no,,," luight seriously n)ar their \vork and 
destroy their further usefulness. The hour arrived. 
Six cutthroat looking 111en, \vith slouched hats half 
concealing their villainous features, \vere brought 
dOy"Tll the front steps by a strong guard and 111archcd 
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off to Vallejo-street ,vharf: 'As a 111atter of course, the 
cro,vd follo,ved; the streets round the COllllllittee 
building 'v ere completely en1ptied, and a Sabbath 
stillness pervaded the neighborhood. Arriyed at 
the foot of Vallejo street, on perceiving no Loat 
in readiness the cro,vd became critical, and thought 
the managers of the affair had bungled it. They 
,vere becollling impatient of the delay, ,vhen the 
,vheezy little old tug He1
culcs hove in sight, cODling 
fron1 the direction of Rincon Point. "She'll fix 
, cn1," said one. But the tug passed on to,vard the 
Golden Gate ,vithout stopping, only SOllle thought 
they detected signals between a strange-looking party 
on board and the prisonors' guard on shore. As the 
tug rounded Cark Point, the guard ,vith a broad 
grin unbound their prisoners and let thOlll go. These 
,vero not the roal villainB; they ,vere Hix good vigil- 
ants tran$fOrnlOd "\vith no slllall difficulty into tenl- 
porary scoundrels for the purposo of dra\villg the 
horror-hungry populace froill the scent. As soon as 
the joke 'vas cOll1prohended, son1ething bot\voen a 
cheor and a groan burst frolll the cro,vd, ,vhich in- 
stantly Inelted into the several streets leading frolll 
that locality. 
Thoy 'v ere right, those ,vho fancied somo signifi- 
cance in the sign
ls bet,veen the tug-boat and the 
shore; for no sooner had the streets round the Com- 
nlÌttee r00111S been cleared by the lllanæuvre than the 
true prisoners ,vere brought out by a back passage, 
brought out so secretly that the 'guard at the front 
1,assage kne,v nothing of it, and quietly put on board 
the IIc}'culcs, ready and ,vaiting ,vith stealll up. Then 
they ,vere off in an instant. Three of the in1nlortal 
six, Billy Carr, l\Iartin Gallagher, and Ed,vard Bulger, 
,vere placed on board the bark JTankcc and sent to 
the Sand\vich Islands. The other three, Charles P. 
Duane, 'Villian1 l\IulJigan, and \"'{ oolly Ke
ll'ny, the 
tug retained until the lHail steamer Golden 
lge 
stopped just inside the head.s, and they ,vere shipped 
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for Panamá. Duane and l\fulligan ranked anlong the 
aristocracy of criU1e. They objected to being classed 
in the saIne category as that of Kearny, ,vho ,vas a 
conUllon thief. Very free ,vas Duane ,vith indignant 
bravado, swearing as they hoisted him up the stean1- 
er's side that he ,vould yet return and be avenged. 
l\1:ulligan ,vas sad at heart, and penitent withal. "I 
1\:no,,,"," he said to one of the guard, "that Iny punish- 
nlent is just. I deserve it, and Inore. I find no fault 
,vith the COffilnittee. They are all respectaLle gentle- 
Inen, and are acting rightly, and they ought not to 
stop ,vith ,vhat they have done. There are a hundred 
others as bad as I, that deserve the saIne treatlllent. 
There is not an officer in the city or county of San 
Francisco ,vho is legally elected. They are all thieves 
froln the Inayor do,vn, and should be driven from 
office. I shall hope to hear that they have all been 
d t . " 
1113: e 0 resIgn. 
Before the sailing of the steamer of the 20th of 
June the Vigilance Conlmittee rOO1I1S ,vere trans- 
formed into a picture gallery. An artist ,vas engaged 
by the ComIllittee to daguerreotype the faces of the 
prisoners, that their likenesses Inight be sent ,vith 
thenl to the chiefs of police of other countries, that 
they lnight be on their guard. Some of the more ill- 
favored objected, and intentionaHy changed position 
,vhile undergoing the infliction, thus spoiling several 
sittings. Finally, ,yarned by their guard that unless 
thev 'v ore tractable a ,yorse fate ,vould befall thenl, 
they subn1itted. Dan Aldrich was arrested on the 
night of the 22d of June. 
. About one o'clock on the 8th of July Chris. Lilly, 
a noted pugilist of San l\lateo celebrity, ,vas standing 
in front of the Cosillopolitan saloon, on l\lontgolnery 
street, ,yhen a lllenlber of the vigilant police, having a 
detaehnlent of 111Cn at his call, approached hill) and 
requested his presence at the COlnn1Ïttee roonlS. Chris. 
said he ,vould go, but he did not ,vant a cro,vd at his 
heels. Accordingly ho \vas 111archell quiotly do\vn to 
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Sacralnento street and placed in one of the rooms 
vacated by one of the recently exiled. T\vo days after, 
on giving the COIJ1lnittee satisfactory assurances that 
he \vould leave on the steamer follo\ving, his liberty 
,vas given him that he rnight attend to SOlne business 
before quitting the country forever. 
The Comnlittee's black list on the 20th of June, 
one lnonth after the death of James King of Willianl, 
stood thus: 
Jalnes P. Casey and Charles Cora, executed; 
Francis l\lurray, alias Yankee Sullivan, cOIDlnitted 
suicide; Charles P. Duane, \Villiaul J\fulligan, and 
'V o oIly Kearny, shipped on board the Golden r1ge; 
BiHy Carr, J\Iartin Gallagher, and Ed\vard Bulger, 
sent to the Hawaiian Islands. JilTI Burke, alias 
Activity, Pete Wightman, Ned l\lcGo\van, and Jin1 
'Vhite, ran - a\vay ; John Cro\ve, took passage by the 
Sonora; Bill Le\vis, Terence Kelly, John La\vler, 
T. B. Cunninghaln, Alexander Purple, J anles Hen- 
nORsey, Tom J\Iulloy, Frank l\Iurray, Jack 
1cGuire, 
'Villialn Haulilton, and Philander Brace, shipped on 
the Sierra Nevada. 
J. W. Bagley and James Cusick were ordered to 
leave, but refused to obey. The latter fled to Sacra- 
TIlento and took refuge under gubernatorial wings. 
The expatriated three by the Golden Age \vere steer- 
age passengers, but Duane \vas taken fronl his humble 
quarters by ex-governor 
IcDougal, \vho shared \yith 
hinl his state-room and treated hilll witll distinguished 
consideration. 
Abrahaul Craft ,vas arrested the 21st of July in a 
gan1Ïng-house, next to l\laguire's old opera house, Ly 
Durkee. Craft \vas a short- card thief and a bad 
fcllu\v upon principle. Willialn 
IcLean, \vhilonl a city 
official, \vas arrested the same day. Once \vhen judge 
of election at the Presidio precinct, 1\IûLean altered 
his returns on the \vay to the city hall, n1aking hÍIll- 
self supervisor. 
N otico ,vas given J. D. J\rlusgrove, forlnerly super- 
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visor, and the third holding a seat in that boùy fronI 
precincts outside the city linlits ,vho had been expelled 
by the Conl111ittee, ,vas notified on the 28th of August 
oyer the signature 'No. 33, Secretary,' to leaye the 
state on or before the 20th of Septenlber, or subject 
binlself to the usual penalty. 
l\like Brannagan ,vas a ballot-box stuffer and a bad 
character generally. He drove a hack, and his stand 
,vas on the Plaza. His arrest ,vas lllade by John L. 
Durkee, being his first job after leaving the city police 
and joining the vigilants. In lllaking arrests, as in 
everything else, there are hard ,vays and easy ,vays. 
Durkee chose the easiest ,vay; and being a l11an of 
sense and discretion, he kne\v the easy ,yay ,vhen he 
sa,v it, ,yhich not all lllen do kno,v. He thought it 
one to justice and nlankind, ,vhen vigilance ,yanted 
l\fike, 'v hether vigilance should go to 11ike or l\fike 
should COine to vigilance. Mike's stand ,vas opposite 
the police prison, the rogues' haven of ret;t, ,vith its 
attendant nlinistering spirits. The Anlerican Hotel 
,vas just round the corner fronl Fort Vigilance. To 
request l\lr Todd, a respectable young TI1arried IHan, 
to engage l\Iike to call at the hotel to drive his ,vife 
to the steanlboat, ,vas a quiet ,yay of bringing 
like 
a,vay fi"Oll1 the IllOist airs of the police into the lighter, 
drier, and nlore ,vholeson1e atnlosphere of vigilance. 
l\Iike departed by the Sonora the 15th of August; 
Craft and :i\lcLean by the (l-oldcn .i.lge the 21st of 
July; Chris. Lilly by the SieTTa l\T c 1.:adt'(; the 15th 
of August. 


They of the flush times ,vould have their practical 
jokes, no IDa tter h o'v serious the business in ,y hich 
they ,vere engaged. One night thore ,vas an arrest to 
be Inadè. 
rhe ordor ,vas ,vritten out and signèd by the 
terrible t;ynlbol ' No. 33, Secretary,' ,vhen Ro

angc 
begged COIn1l1and of the party. I t so happencd that 
BluxOlllÜ ,vas indebted to Bossangc for SOlliC prank 
played on hil11, and the foriner thought it tiIne to 
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liquidate. Bossange, being a Frenclllnan, ,vas not so 
fan1Ïliar \yith Californian English as ,vith that found 
in popular phrase-books; though bar-room idioms 'v ere 
usually not the last for foreigners to learn. 
" All right," said Bluxome, as he filled the blank in 
the order ,yith the nalne of his friend Bossange, "all 
right; the 111an's name is Toddy. He is usually seen 
loafing at the bar-roonl of the Union Hotel." 
l\Iean\vhile Bluxome notified the barkeeper, ,vho, 
it happened, ,vas a personal friend of Bossange. Put- 
ting on an air of nonchalance deen1ed necessary in 
trapping keen-scented game, Bossange strolled up to 
the Lar, his 111en all alive in their \Vatcll at the door. 
" I \yant one Toddy," \vhispered Bossange. 
"Certainly," replied the barkeeper, "\vhich \yill you 
have, brandy toddy or ,vhiskey toddy
" 


One night an expedition under Captain Burns was 
sent to arrest Cunningham, coffin and ballot-box 
stuftèr, \yho once attenlpted to join the Conl111ittee. 
All10ng the vigilants ,vas a Dutchulan ,veighing t\VO 
hundred and fifty pounds. The arrest ,vas properly 
Inade, though not ,vithout resistance, and the corlno- 
rant carried off; but as the captors ,vere descending 
the stairB the felllale of the pren1i
es fired at theITI a 
shot \vhich took effect in the Dutchnlan's back. Taken 
to the Conlnlittee roo IUS, the sufferer ,vas laid out on 
a ta1Jle face do\vn\vard. .As the surgeon stood oyer 
hin1 brandishing his carving-knife, the victinl, nothing 
intin1idated, turned up his fat, flabby face and ren}[trked 
to the doctor, "I \,,"oulcln't care a dan1n about it if I 
hadn't been shot in the back, and that by a,vollianI" 
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Cethegus, Catiline! whose ancestors 
'V ere nobler born, were higher ranked, than yours? 
Yet ye conspired, with more than Gallic hate, 
To wrap in midnight flames this helpless state, 
On men and gods your barbarous rage to pour, 
.And deluge Rome with her own children's gore. 
Jllvenal. 


,V HEN so good a man as General Sherman, a Ulan 
so full of noble qualities, and after\vards occupying- so 
,varnl a place in the hearts of his countrYlnen -,,
 hen 
such a one scatters abroad loose statements involving 
the o'ood name of other good n1en, vve should perhap.-3 
8ho,; III ore charity to exasperated southern chivalry. 
At the request of Justice Field, of the United 
States supreme court, General Sherman \vrote froln 
St Louis, the 25th of 
-'ebruary 1868, a letter Jetail- 
ing his Californian experience of 185G, \vhich ,vas 
published in the Ove'1"lancl Jlonthly of 
'ebruary 1874, 
and reproduced in substance in his .Lllen1oi-rs. This 
document abounds in incongruities and 111isstatements, 
a fe\v of \vhich I \vill point out: AUlong other things, 
he aRserts that \vithout a standing army the Anlerican 
people \vould becolne a lllOb, \v hich language many of 
his best friends \vould dissent fro In. Surely if Gen- 
eral Shernlan had considered for a moment he never 
,vould have placed a free people in the anolnalous 
position of holding over themselves a guard of hired 
solJiers to keep thelllsel ves fronl insurrection! Least 
of all do the Alnerican people require so to keep 
thenlselves. \Vas it a 1110b General Shernlan led 
( 284 ) 
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through Georgia? Do the transactions of the Vigil- 
ance Conln1ittee of 1856, as recorded in these pages, 
read like the doings of a lliO b ? 
He states further that J allies King of 'Villialli 
"turned against his old associates" \vhen he exposed 
the rascality of I. C. VV oods, and Adams and COln- 
pany, "and against \V oods especially, \vho by public 
clamor becaille alarmed for his personal safety and 
escaped the country." N 0\,," no one kne\v better than 
Sherlnan that King \vas a single-minded n1an and 
\V oods a trickster. If circUlllstances should thro\v 
the general un\vittingly alliong thieves, \vould he call 
it turning against his old associates \vhen he exposed 
theIll? Besides, \v ho ever heard of an honest nlan in 
Allierica becoming alarmed for his personal safety 
and escaping a country to get a\vay froln a ne\vs- 
paper? Again he affirlns, "a \var gre\v up bet\vecn 
the
e t\VO evening papers and their editors, King and 
Casey." This is not true. There never \vas \var 
bet\veen the papers. King exposed Casey for stuffing 
the ballot-box \vhich Inade hilll supervisor. He never 
cared a fig for Casey or his paper. Three lines after, 
Shern1an says: "ICing sent to N e\v York and prepared 
the record of a case in \vhich Casey had been con- 
victed of robbing the rOOlll of his lnistress." King did 
nothing of the kind. A member of Casey's o\vn 
party, \vith \vholl1 he had quarrelled and exchanged 
pistol-shots at a prilnary election, procured the evi- 
dence against Casey, as \ve have seen. Sherman goes 
on to say that "King treated hiln rudely," as if that 
excused Casey in killing hiln. If it did not, it being 
"no unusual thing at that time" for one lnan to shoot 
another surely \vould exculpate hin1. "Casey then 
told hiu1 he \vould shoot him on sight." Casey told 
him nothing of the kind; there \vere t\VO listeners to 
the con vcrs at ion in the ad J ' oiniu(f room, and \ve kno\y 
n 
\v hat King said. King" started for his d\yclling 011 
Stockton street," continues this veracious \vritcr. 
Ir 
King lived on the corner of 
Iason and Pacific streets. 
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N ext are three ll1isstaten1ents in a single short sen- 
tence: "Several people ,,,,ho happened to be near ran 
up, caught, and carried hilu"-he ,vas not carried- 
" into the office of Wel1s, Fargo, and Co. "-it ,vas the 
Pacific Express Con1pany-" and laid hin1 on the 
counter." l\Ir King ,vas never put upon the counter 
at alL The ne\vspaper press, he says, all but the 
lIer'ald, "becalne in the highest degree inflan11natory, 
and dro\vned all reason and argulnent." That is to 
say, all reason and argun1ent of the Shern1an order. 
All the people, all the ne,vspapers ,vere fools; only 
Sherlnan ,vas ,vise. "King died the next day, Friday, 
I think, and his funeral ,vas fixed for the Sunday fol- 
lo\",ing." l\fr King died on Tuesday and ,vas buried 
on Thursday. He makes the execution of Casey and 
Cora take place on the day of their seizure, ,vithin 
the hour, ahnost, that they \vere taken froln the jail, 
,vhen there ,vas an interval of four days. "Every- 
body supposed that ,vhen this funeral ,vas over, the 
ll1atter ,vas at an end; but to our surprise the Vigil- 
ance C01l1111ittee n1aintained its organization." "Every- 
body" ,vas Sherman, Johnson, and Garrison. "While 
the better eleu1ents of society ,vere at ,york intent on 
their o\vn personal affairs," the general goes on to say, 
"the idle and vagabond sought the power in existence 
for an easy support, and through the Vigilance Con1- 
n1ittee they became ,y hat our ,yard politicians are at 
all tiu1es. Even Sydney convicts becan1e judges and 
constables, and sent around San Francisco their absurd 
,vrìts, \vith a big all-seeing eye Í1npressed thereon as 
their great seal." That is a falsehood; and I cannot 
see, even though uttered by a general of the United 
States arlny, ho,v it can be other,vlse than \yilful and 
n1alicious. "This ,vent on fron1 1110nth to month, and 
110ne of us kne\v who was our king, ,vhether the pack 
of fello"\vs 'v ho sat at midnight on Front street," etc. 
I t ,vas not Front street, but Sacramento street; and 
as if this ,vere not bungling the locality enough, in 
his .11Iernoirs he calls it Clay street. N o'v, is General 
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Shernlan true, manly, honest? does he Inean ,vhat he 
says ,,
hen he stigulatizes the COlnlllittee thus? The 
f:'lct ,vas noyer questioned that they,vere San Fran- 
cisco's best 111en. Sherlnan as a banker kne,v thou1 to 
be as a class infinitely better 111en than those of his 
party. Is it honorable, is it gentlenlanly, is it decent, 
for hinl to eillploy such terlns in speaking of such 
Illcn? "In a day or t,vo after this "-it ,vas the satne 
day-"Judge Terry of the suprenle court 111acle the 
,vrit comll1anding the sheriff to bring Lefore hiIl1 the 
body of l\Ialoney"-Billy l\Iulligan ,vas the Inan. 
"This wTit ,vas put into the hands of a deputy, ,vha 
tried to enter the rooms of the Vigilance ConlnlÎt- 
tee on Front street"-Sacranlento street-"Lut ,yas 
kicked out." He was courteously invited to enter, and 
did enter, and ,vas not kicked out. Besides, ho\v 
should a Ulan be kicked out of a place \vhich he tried 
to enter and could not r 
Thu
 the letter goes on to the end. The nlisstate- 
nlents may sonle of theln appear trivial, but in this 
connection they are not so. Sherillan has Inade state- 
111ents ilnpeaching the integrity of California's purest 
and best citizens, stateillents ,vhich are either true or 
false, and which ,vere lllade either ,vittingly or un- 
\vittingly. To say the least the assertions of one so 
lax in language should be taken ,vith allo,vance. The 
general is popular in California, as in other states, 
and his friends are disposed to pass his randolll re- 
111arks charitably, as the harnlless offhand ,yay of the 
soldier. But although I entertain personally none but 
the most kindly sentinlents to\vard hinl, and have 
great respect for his lllilitary succe
s, I can speak of 
him in this connection only as he is, and that accord- 
ing to my best judgment. U So judging, General Sher- 
Inan in this letter is either prejudiced, ignorant, or 
false, in either of ,vhich event ,vriting is no credit to 
hinl. 
In a subsequent letter, illustrious also for its lack 
of sound judgment, Sherll1an says, "You and I be- 
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lieve that ,vith good juries, Casey, Cora, Hethering- 
ton, and Brace, could all have been con victed and 
executed by due course of la,v." 
10st assuredly they 
could. A child could fatholn that assertion. Good 
juries could convict and execute four nlurderers. But 
\\There ,vere good juries to come from when the 
sheriff, friend and associate of the prisoners, had 
the sun1moning of theln 1 Certainly they could ha.ve 
been convicted; but ten thousand men each as capable 
of Jeterlnining the chances as Field or Sherlnan did 
not believe they ,vould have been convicted. "You 
and I believe," the letter continues, "that San Fran- 
cisco had 110 right to thro,v off on other COl11111unities, 
her crin1inal class, and that the Vigilance COll1111ittee 
did not touch the real parties '\7 ho corrupted the legis- 
lature and the local gOyernn1ent. Again, if the good 
Juen of any city have the right to organize and 
aSSUl11e the functions of goverrllnent, the bad 111en 
have the sallie right if in the majority." 
vVe notice no,v the "pack of fello\vs" are "good 
men," and must infer in U. S. general-in-chief phrase- 
ology, packs of fello,vs 111ust n1ean good men. I have 
before stated that these crinlÏnals ,vere not bred on 
California soil, \vere no outgro,vth of California so- 
ciety, \vere never invited hither, came for no good 
purpose. They ,vere old offenders in every instance, 
generated in the pestilential purlieus of older cities, 
and San Francisco had the right to drive theJn out. 
As regards the next assertion I confess n1Y inability 
to fatholn the general's meaning. If the ballot-hox 
stuffers, primary election fighters, if Ned l\fcGo,van, 
Casey, Sullivan, and that class were not corrupters 
of governnlent, I aln at a Joss to kno,v \v ho \vere. 
One thing I kno,v; that before the organization of 
vigilance the local and the state governn1ent ,yore 
notoriously corrupt, and that for ten years after the 
disbandn1ent 111unicipal affairs ,yore singularly pure. 
To the truth of this assertion I can produce the 
records \vith hundreds of \Vitllesses behind thcln. 
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Lastly, the general seen1S to forget that in our gov- 
crnlnent the nlajority rules, the Inajority have the 
right to rule, and if the lllajority be bad, as is too 
often the case, the bad have the right to rule. 
Not being farniliar ,vith the incidents of General 
Shern1an's life I ain unable to test the veracity of his 
.11Ic1noirs in any other part than that ,vhich relates to 
California; but if in other parts it is as cran1ll1ed ,vith 
111isstatements as in that ,vhich relates to the Pacific 
States it ,vill be handed do\vn to posterity as a 111ar- 
vel of error and prejudice. One may take by ,yay 
of illustration a sentence almost at random, as the 
follo,ving: "In July"-it ,vas in June-" 1856, they 
arrested Chief Justice Terry"-he ,vas not chief jus- 
tiee, but a
sociate justice of the supreme court-" anJ 
tried hiln for stabbing one of their constables, but he 
lnanaged to escape at night"-neither Terry nor any 
other prisoner ever escaped froin this COlnmittee. He 
,vas discharged and escorted by the Con1mittee be- 
yond the reach of danger froln the populace ,vho \vere 
even then eager for his punishment-" and took refuge 
on the John A darns. In August"-it ,vas in July- 
"they hanged Hetherington and Brace in broad day- 
light, \vithout any jury tria!." They had a full and 
fair trial, \vith the entire Committee as a jury. Sher- 
Il1an may be a good soldier, but he Inade a great luis- 
take ,vhen he undertook to ,vrite a book. It 111akes 
little difference to the reader ,vhether current and 
authentic<:tted facts are misstated through ignorance 
or intention. Of a truth I never sa\v so great a luau 
\vith so little comn1011-sense I 


Let us briefly rcvie,,- the political situation, and the 
relations of federal, state, and lllunicipal authorities. 
The kno,v-nothillg party had at this titHe the control 
of the state, but the adn1illistration \vas con1posecl of 
,veak men. Shortly before the organizing of yigilance 
in San Francisco, Sherman, then resident partner in 
the banking-hou
e of Lucas Turner and Company, 
POI'. TRIB., VOL, II, 19 
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had been lnade lllajor-general of the second division of 
Inilitia eln bracing San Francisco, by the governor 
of the state, J. Neely Johnson, though he did not 
formally accept until after the organization. General 
John E. vV 001 then cOlnmanded the Inilitary depart- 
nlent of California ,vith his head-quarters at Benicia. 
Captain D. G. Farragut was in cOllullancl at the l\Iare 
Island navy-yard. The U. S. ship John A darns, 
E. B. Bout,vell captain, lay at Sauzalito. 1\11' Van 
Ness was mayor of San Franci
co. 
There \vas at this ti111e in the state nlilitia a com- 
pany of artillery ,vith four guns, Captain Johns, and 
three infantry companies, nlost of 'v hose lllen soon 
pas8ed over to vigilance. Shern1an \vas one of the 
110sse comitatus sunlnloned by the sheriff to keep the 
prisoners, and spent one night in jail. E. D. Baker 
,vas another; Thornton, he ,yith but one arnl, Peachy, 
and Billings, la\vyers, \vere others. On the night of 
his arrival Johnson telegraphed Sherman to meet hinl 
at the boat, ,vhich he did in conlpany \vith C. K. 
Garrison. In his letter Sherlnan says they proceeded 
inl1nediately to the jail; in his .11Icn
oiT"s, to the Inter- 
llD,tional Hotel. I t makes no difference \vhere they 
\vent; I only speak of it as sho,ving the extrellle 
looseness of the general's stateluents. Sherman then 
recites the intervie,v at Turn V orein Hall and the re- 

ult in ,vhich by illlplication he charge
 Cole111an, 
Truett, Slniley, Arrington, and the rest ,vith treachery 
and falsehood. 
I cannot believe that so vital an error at such a 
conference could arise unwittingly; that a number of 
chief official8 could Ineet a number of chief lilerchants 
for the purpose of arranging a very sirnple affair; that 
an hour and n10re could be occupied in deliberation; 
that discussion on both sides could be ample and 
general, and that after all the very point in question, 
nanlely, \vhether or not the COl1ul1ittee should stop 
,,
hero they ,vore and take no further steps to,vard 
seizing and executing Casey, could be total1y misun- 
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derstood. There \vas \vilful prevarication son1e\vhel e ; 
it is not reasonable, \vhere all the n1ental faculties of 
keen and po\verful luinds \vere concentrated upon :1 
single point, to account for the difference on the 
ground of stupidity. That subterfu 6 e and falsification 
should rest at the door of the Comn1i ttec I do not 
cleelu right; because, first, the melubcrs of the Exec- 
uti\-re \vere incapable of such conduct; secondly, the
" 
\vere incapable no less of being n1istaken on the very 
question \vhich brought theln together than of \vilfcl 
Ütlse proluising; thirdly, they kne\v it to be beyond 
their po\yer to keep such a promise; they \vere n,)t 
the people, but only the nlouthpiece of a lllÌght:
T 
power \vhich ,vould not be further stayed by \vord;;; 
and lastly there \vas not the slightest interest or a
l- 
yantage to them in the alleged deception. Such is IUY 
opinion after a candid study of the subject; the readcr" 
111ay believe as he pleases. 
Sherman and Johnson \vitnessed the seizure of 
Casey and Cora from the roof of the International 
I-Iotel. After the execution the t\VO 1110n returned, 
one to Sacralnento and the other to his banking, both 
in deep disgust, and both deeming the affair oycr. 
.1\.nd so it \vould have been in a fe\v days more if the 
no\v angry governor had not been stirred to overt acts 
\vhich placed it beyond the po\ver of the COlun1ittee 
to retire \vithout the loss of that \vholesome influence 
\vhich they had met to exert. This they \yould not do; 
the principle of vigilance they \vould not, could not 
abandon. 


All ,vas not harmony in the ranks of la\v and order. 
There \vere lTIany of his o\vn party, shrewder, \viser 
111en, \vho took exception to the governor's concession 
in adlnitting the yigilant guard \yithin the jail 'Yall
". 
And herein is IllY solution of the so-called Inisundcr- 
standing. The governor, becon1Ìng dissatisfied ,yith 
his bargain, or rather, seeing that he \yas cOlnpron1Ïsed, 
and even n1ade contcluptible in t1:.
 
yes of ::;Olue 
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thereb.r, attempted subterfuge, accused the COln- 
mittee of falsehood and treachery, and called on 
Sherman to ,vitness the truth of ,vhat he said. The 
latter ne,vly appointed, and willing to conciliate, tacitly 
acquiesced, until finally, hamInered into heat by sub- 
sequent discussion, the false assertions of the party 
assumed the hue of half-reality in the general's effer- 
vescent brain, and fancies reiterated became clothed 
with the reality of fact. I may be ,vrong, but I see 
no other explanation at all consistent ,vith 1"eason 
","hich is half so charitable. 
Pricked by friends and partisans who saw or fancied 
they sa,v their vocation slipping fro111 under them, 
Johnson concluded to mako another effort to crush 
rebellion, an effort this tin1e more direct and pro- 
nounced. Among those ,vho exercised a Inarked in- 
fluence over the governor ,vas David S. Terry, justice 
of the supreme court of the state of California, an able 
jurist of no inconsiderable will and courage, honorable 
according to certain ideas of honor, chivalrous after 
the manner of southern fire-eaters, ,vith a cultivated 
Inind, and, ,vhen he chose, engaging manners. 
Judge Terry represented a class, the extrelne and 
rabid la\v and order. It was the class denounced by 
King, ,vho ,vas as rabid on the side of public morality 
and purity. The ]a,v and order l1)en, in their own esti- 
Illation, ,vere the cream of society, the salt of the earth, 
very honoraLle and high-minded gentlen1en, by birth 
and education infinitely superior to Boston codfish 
dealers, and the natural rulers of America. It ,vas 
,,
ith pleasure that these lllarked men sa\y King slain, 
and the slayer ,vould have been safe enough in their 
hands. True, their passions began to ,varm as they 
sa\v the iU1pudent rabble rise in defiance of nlajestic 
la\v, and \vhen they dared desecrate the jail, try, 
sentence, and execute lTIen in defiance of Jaw, their 
blood boiled excitedly, and they s\vore that such things 
should not be. 
So Terry planned a can1paign ,vhich should annihilate 



THE :MEETING AT BENICIA. 


293 


them, or send them slinking to their holes. The supren1e 
court ,vould issue a \vrit of habeas corpus for 'Villialn 
11 ulligan, then in the hands of the stranp'lers, ,vhich \vrit 
,vould of course be denied. The autho
ity of the state 
being thus set at defiance, application for" aid \volIld be 
made to General Wool and also to Captain Farragut 
at J\fare Island, \vho \vould surely not refuse it. 
Further than this, to aid in pressing the issue on 
General Wool, the militia should be enrolled and the 
governor should issue a proclamation declaring the city 
in a state of insurrection. There \vould then be ap- 
parently sOlnething more in the effort than the grati- 
fication of th e personal views of the governor antI 
the political spite of the judge; sOlnething more to 
justify the federal authorities in arnlÎng one part of 
the citizens of San Francisco to shoot do\vn another 
part. 
All things having been properly arranged at Sacra- 
mento Terry ,vent do\vn to San Francisco the 30th of 
May to attend to the habeas C01'pUS matter, while 
Johnson with his secretary of state stopped at 
Benicia, telegraphing Sherman to meet him there. 
Though the habeas corpus had not yet been served 
nor the proclalnation issued, it \vas deemed advisable 
to see General \V 001 at once, that they might kno\v 
,vhat to depend upon. 
Mark now this intervie\y and the result, and ,ye 
shall see a perfornlance son1e\vhat sin1ilar to that 
which was acted at Turn Verein Hall and subse- 
quently. The governor and his secretary and general 
found Wool at his office \vriting. The state of affairs 
,vas discussed. Shernlan agreed that if 'V 001 would 
give hin1 arms and an1ffiunition out of the United 
States arsenal at Benicia, and if Farragut ,,,"ould give 
hiln a vessel, he ,vould enroll volunteers, bring Wool's 
arlllS in Farragut's ship to San Francisco, arn1 hi
 
l11en, take posses
ion of a thirty-t\yo-pound-gun bat- 
tery then at the 111arine hospital on Rincon Point, 
order the Vigilance COlnmittee to disperse, and arrest 
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the leaders, or if sul)lllission ,vas refused ,vould open 
fire on the inhabitant
. 
Shernlan thought that "\V 001 \vas struck by the 
beauty and perfection of the plan; it ,vas siulple and 
displayed ,veIl the lnartial traits of the ne\v COlli- 
n1ander. But the old general ,vas reticent. He did 
not think after all that San Francisco should be 
destroyed because her best citizens ,vere earnestly 
endeavoring to cleanse the city of her llloral and 
political impurities. General Wool talked ,vith his 
visitors about their proclalnation and their habeas 
COJ7.J'US; next 11l0rning he inspected \vith then1 the 
arsenal ,vhere \vere four thousand muskets brought 
out in the Lcxington round Cape Horn in 1846. 
Shern1an pointed them out to General "\V 001 and saiù 
that those \vould answer very ,veIl. 
From all that transpired on that occasion Sherll1all 
inferred that General VV 001 \vould furnish hilll the 
arms. The party then drove over to Vallejo> crossed 
to J\Iare Island, and calling on the commander stated 
their errand. Farragut replied that he had no author- 
ity to take part in civil broils, that he doubted ex- 
trenlely the wisdom of their proposed step, and that 
he ,vould lend them no assistance. The sloop John 
.L'ldams, after certain needed repairs were made, might 
drop do,vn abreast the city and there lie for moral 
effect, but nothing nlore. Sherman concluded he 
could seize one of the Pacific Mail Con1pany's stealll- 
ers and use it for his purpose. 
The governor's party then returned to Benicia, and 
in a second intervie\v \vith vV 001, Sherman asserts 
that Wool positively promised that in case the habeas 
COJ]YUS was served and refused, and the governor 
issued his proclalnation ordering the insurgents to 
disperse, and failed, and they should then call out the 
11lilitia, on his, Sherman's, requisition, approved by the 
governor, he, General Wool, ,vould order the issue of 
the arms. General Wool as positively asserts that he 
never n1ade such a promise. 
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\Vhen ,ve hear a person conlplain of being cheated 
at every turn, instinctively ,ve avoid such an one lest 
he cheat UH. \Vhen ,ve hear a man accusing good 
111e11 about him of dishonesty, ,ve naturally conclude 
such an one is not very honest. Men who talk do,vn 
the chastity of ,vornen gre sure to be unchaste; and 
'VOlnen 'v ho accuse their sisters of glaring faults we 
Inay be sure are most faulty in those respects thenl- 
sel 'les. 
N o,v is it not a little singular that Johnson and 
Sherman Ï1nmediately after their intervie,v with the 
executive cOlnnlittee, should charge them ,vith false- 
hood; that immediately after their interview ,vith 
General \V 001 they should charge hilIl ,vith falsehood; 
that inllnediately anyone ,vho took part in, or sym- 
pathized ,vith, the vigilant movement becalne 'l]JSO 
jètcto a villain, and that all journals that favored 
vigilance ,vere ribald and mendacious? "Lord, Lord," 
\vith Falstaff cries Sherman, "ho\v the \vorld is 
given to lying! Coleman lies, Wool lies, everybody 
1 . f " 
leB. 
vVhen on Saturday the 31st of May Deputy Sheriff 
Harrison presented himself at the door of head- 
quarters \vith a ,vrit of habeas corpus \vhich he ,vi shed 
to serve un \Villialll l\Iulligan, the Executive being in 
session at the tinle, ::\lr Denlpster moved that the 
police in connection ,vith the grand lnarshal have 
po\ver and instructions to renlove imlnediately the 
prisoners from the building for a fe\v hours. The 
pri80nerB ,vere disguised and removed. l\fr Snliley 
then notified the sheriff's officer that he nlight search 
the prenlises. l\lr 1\1 ulligan ,vas not to be found. l\Ir 
IIarrison, ho,vever, readily understanding affairs, re- 
turned the ,vrit endorsed to the effect that he had been 
prevented from serving it by a body of armed men. 
Throughout the ,vholc 11lovelnent it ,vas the earnest 
,vish of the Comnlittee to avoid collision ,vith the 
authorities, or in any ,yay to humble or bring discredit 
on law and good government. 
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To this end on the 20th of J\;Iay the follo\ving 
course had been adopted: 
"That a committee of three be appointed to wait on the governor of this 
state, and on the mayor, and assure them that this Committee have no desire 
or thought of interfering with the regular discharge of their duties, and only 
desire to take cognizance at present of outrageous cases of crime and rowdy- 
ism which the laws have been tardy in executing or cannot reach; that we 
do not encroach on the regular execution of law or the maintenance of order, 
provided the laws be enforced or carried out, but we desire peace and order, 
and it is that consummation we are aiming at, and would be pleased to see all 
legally constituted authorities proceed in civil or criminal cases as though this 
committee were not in existence. "\Ve have not nor do we desire to encroach 
on the ci viI authorities whenever they are properly discharging their duties." 


Terry retired to Sacramento ,vrathful; and fron1 
Benicia Johnson returned to the capital and Sherlnan 
to San Francisco. 
In the journals of June 4th appeared the follo\ving 
general orders. First \vere given extracts of an act 
concerning the organization of the state lnilitia passed 
April 25, 1855, signed and certified by J. 'V. Denver, 
secretary of state. Then caIne the follo,ving order 
fron1 the governor and cOIDlnander-in-chicf to Willialll 
T. Sherlnan, 111ajor-general cOlnmanding the second 
division of California Inilitia: 


"EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, SACRAMENTO CITY, Cal., June 2, 1836, 
"SIR: InforJI1ti,tion having been received by me that an armed body of 
men is now organized in the city and county of San Francisco, in this state, 
in violation of law, and have resisted the due execution of the law, especially 
by preventing the service of a writ of habeas corpus duly issued, and is threat- 
ening other acts of violence and rebellion against the constitution and laws of 
this state. You are therefore commanded to call upon such number as you 
may deem necessary of the enrolled militia, or those subject to military duty; 
also, upon all of the volunteer or independent companies of the military, 
within the military division under your command, to rendezvous at such time 
and place within the county ot San Francisco as you may deem necessary and 
proper to aid the civil authorities, especially the sheriff and his deputies of 
said county, in enforcing the laws ant! rendering obedience thereto, and with 
such forces as you may be able to command, to aid and assist the enforcement 
of the laws, and the service of such legal process as may be required of you 
by such officers of the law as may command your aid, In the organization 
aud equipment of such militia force, you will be goyerned by the law and 
regulations now in force. · 
"Very respectfally, your obedient servant, 
"J. NEELY JonXSON." 
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Next \vas the gen
ral order of the cOlnmander of 
Inili tia : 


" The officers commanding the volunteer and independent companies of this 
city will procced forthwith to fill their companies to the highest standard, and 
will report in person the strength and namps of the members of their companies 
to General ,Yo C, Kibbe, adjutant and quartermaster general, at the recorder's 
court.room, city hall, The companies will hold themselves prepared to 
assemble at such places as may hereafter be indicated, All enrolled members 
of these companies are hereby commanded to report to their respective ca
- 
tains or commanding officers, who will report the names of all who refuse to 
obey, with such evidence of their disobedience as will bring them within t!1e 
provision of section two of the foregoing act of the legislature, All citizens 
of San Francisco CÓUllty, between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, 
not members of the regularly enrolled volunteer or fire companies of the city, 
or not otherwise exempt from military duty, are hereby commanded to enroll 
themselves into companies of from fifty to one hundred men, to elect from 
their own number a captain, one first lieutenant, two second lieutenants, four 
sergeants, and four corporals, and to agree on a place of rendezvous, in case 
their services are called for. The captain or other commanding officer will 
prepare a roll of the names of the members of his company and the place of 
rendezvous, and will deposit the same with Adjutant-general Kibbe, at the 
recorder's court-room, city hall, Parties refusing so to enroll themselves are 
brought within the provisions of article twenty of the act before named, 
Citizens so enrolling themselves for future call are requested not to suspeml 
their usual business, only to hold themselves prepared for service in case of further 
orders. Should they be called into tþe service of the state, arms and amm::- 
nition will be provided for them. The major-general commanding takes this 
occasion to say that the troops to be organized under this call haye nothing 
to do with the exciting issues of the past two weeks. The only question is, 
shall the laws of the state of California henceforth be sustained? All violence 
of act or language is to be deprecated, and no force or threats must be used 
without my orders. The good citizens of San Francisco should reflect that 
we all hold our lives and property by force of law, and that a forcible resist- 
ance of the law does not end with the case in point, but may rise up against 
ourselves in some other and less pleasing form, and may injure our reputation 
in other states, where the evils we complain of are not felt, Civil war, or tIle 
array of armed citizen against citizen, is too horrible in its consequences to 1>2 
spoken of, and it is to be hoped that all good citizens will forthwith return 
to their business, and cease any display of force or resistance to the regular 
operations of our courts of law. 


",v. T, SnER
IAN, .J.1Iajor-[Jeneral," 


Then follo\ys the proclamation of the governor: 
"EXECUTIVE DEP.ARTl\IEST, SACRA:\IE
TO CITY, June 3, 1856, 
"'YnEREAs, satisfactory information has been received by me that combi- 
nations to resist the execution of legal process by force exist in the county of 
San Francisco, in this state, and that an unlawful organization, styling them- 
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selves the Vigilance Committee, have resisted by force the cxccl1
io!1 of 
criminal process, and that the power of said 
ounty has heen exhausted and 
has not been sufficient to enable the sheriff of said county to execute such 
process, Now, therefore, I, J, Neely Johnson, governor of the state of Cali- 
brnia, by virtue of the power vested in me by the constitution and laws 
thereof, do hereby declare said county of San Francisco in a state of insurrec- 
tion, and I hereby order and direct all of the volunteer militia companies of 
the county of San Francisco, also all persons subject to military duty within 
said county, to report themselves for duty immediately to 
Iajor-general 'Vm. 
T. Sherman, commanding second dh?ision California militia, to serve for such 
term in the performance of military duty under the command of said Sherman 
until disbanded from service by his orders, Also that all volunteer military 
companies now organized, or which may be orgaflized within the third, fourth, 
and fifth military divisions of this state; also all persons subject to military 
duty in said military divisions, do hold themselves in readiness to respond to 
and obey the orders of the governor of this state, or said Sherman, for the 
performance of military duty in such manner and at such time and place as 
may be directed by the governor of this state, I furthermore order and 
direct that all associations, combinations, or organizations whatsoe\Ter, existing 
in said county of San Francisco or elsewhere in this state, Ìn opposition to or 
in violation of the laws thereof, more particularly an association known as the 
Yigilance Committee of 
an Francisco, ùo disband, and each and every in- 
did.dual thereof yield obedience to the constitution and laws of the state, the 
writs and processes of the courts, and all legal orders of the officers of this 
state, and of the county of San Francisco. 


"J , NEELEY J GHNSON, " 


The governor's casus belli rested on a false and 
flimsy foundation. The proclanlation ,vas condemned 
by aU, except the lllore rabid of the la \v party, as 
bellicose and dictatorial, and it, tended only to es- 
tablish the C0111111ittee 1110re firmly than ever in their 
detern1Ïnation. I t forced them to prepare for self- 
defence, to strengthen their position, and to exercise 
if possible greater vigilance against surprise. It \von ' 
for the COlnn1.ittee Inany friends throughout the in- 
terior, alllong lllell \vho sa\v that party and passion 
had taken the place of principle in the governor's 
breast, 'v 11.0 sa\v that but for this ill-advised step there 
\vould have been but little further exciten1ent or 
trouble. There ,va
 not the slightest necessity for 
interference. The courts ,vere all in session; neither 
business nor pleasure \vas interrupted; the ,vheels 
of governnlent \vere running sl11.oothly; thè vigilants 
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,vere doing everything in the po\ver of lU[1n to assist 
the la\Y, often helping officers to ferret crin1c and 
len,ying the crilninal in the la \V'S hands. And further, 
if it \vas not a serious political blunder, it \yas to sa,y 
the lea
t ill-advised and ill-opportune. A call at that 
titne for the n1Îlitia to invade San Francisco \vas like 
the sun1moning of spirits fron1 the vasty deep; the 
governor nlight cry until his throat should split, there 
\vould Lè fe\v to ans\ver. 
The Con11nittee \vould lay do\vn their po\ver the 
lllon1ent their "
ork ,vas done, and no atten1pted coer- 
cion \vould Inake then1 do it sooner. This the governor, 
jt
Jge, and general kne\v to be true, for of such they 
had been a

ured by 111en \vho111 they could but be- 
lieve. But then it \vould look so rneanly in preten- 
tious la\v and blustering Inilitary to slink back into 
place tan1ely permitting the people to execute a duty 
y.
hich they \vere unable to accomplish. No, they 
111USt have a cowardly fling at their benefactors if only 
as a lnanifestation of belief in the existence of their 
o\vn courage. 
Little fear ,vas entertained from this inconsistent 
action of the governor and the general of n1ilitia- 
inconsistent in two points; first, the governor had held 
back and given the Conln1Ïttee full s","'ay for a fort- 
night, pernlitting theln to become thoroughly organ- 
ized and firn1ly established before taking any steps to 
put then1 do\vn, and secondly, in the governor's stating 
in his order that infornlation had been received by 
hitn, etc., and the general's saying that the troops to 
be organized under his call had nothing to do \yith 
the exciting i
sues of the past two \veek
. The 
people, ho\vever, \vere not frightened. There ,,""as 
little danger of civil \var, of arraying one part of the 
people in open hostility to the other part. That this 
Juan \vas called governor and that Inan general diJ 
not lllake an army; that one cried blood I and the 
other damnation I Jid not annihilate the organized 
virtue and intelligence of San Francisco, \v hich \yas 
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fully prepared to ,vade through real blood and lay 
their lives if necessary upon the altar of outraged 
justice. If this governor and this general ,vaited for 
the people to enroll themselves in their behalf, they 
,,,"ould ha ve long to \vait. 
Here is the advice of the Sacramento Union, a 
conservative and influential journal: "It has been 
proclaimed that all persons liable to do lnilitary duty 
should hold t.hemselves ready to IDarch at the COlll- 
IDand of the general-in-chief. Our advice to all such 
persons is to do as ,ve intend to, remain at hOIDe and 
attend to our o,vn business." 
It seenlS that these officials had yet to learn the 
rudiments of our governll1ent. It seems that they 
supposed that laws could be here enforced byarIned 
hirelings against the ,vill of a majority of the people; 
that Alnerican freemen, with arnlS in their hands, 
,yere to be intin1idated by those \VhOn1 they had 
clothed \vith office; that Californians 'v ere as sus- 
ceptible of despotislD as Russian serfs; that because 
Louis Napoleon backed by a large standing arnlY 
took the French by a coup cl'état, they could take 
the San Franciscans in like lnanner. 
"There is no sufficient cause to justify a resort to 
the lnilitary anll," says the editor of the Sacramento 
Union in his issue of June 5th. "There is no insur- 
rection in its true sense in San Francisco. The 
people have declared ,var against ballot-box stuffers, 
thieves, felons, and perjured villains; they ask to be 
pernlitted to send such cattle out of the community. 
Beyond that they have in no instance interfered or 
offered to obstruct the adlninistration of the la\y. 
The courts are in session as usual, and can obtain any 
assistance needed to execute process, except against 
the class of hounds belonging to the secret gang the 
COll1mittee are determined to root out. They have 
destroyed no property; they are in no sense lIlobites 
or insurrectionists. The people of San Francisco arc 
battling for the right, for the IDoral, the good, the 
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virtuous, against ,yrong, outrage, the in1moral, the 
bad, and vicious; and ,ve believe they ,vill be sus- 
tained as they ought to be, by the pulpit, the press, 
and the people." 
"In all seriousness," ,vrites the Globe's editor, the 
saIne date, ",ve ask if Governor J ohn80n really be- 
lieved the city of S
n Francisco to be in a state of 
insurrection; if he supposed for one instant that \ye, 
as citizens of the state, contelnplated a nullification of 
its la,vs; that ,ve had banded together, ,vasted time 
and n10ney, and incurred all the responsibilities in- 
volved, for the sole purpose of opposing tho n1inisters 
of the la\v in the performance of their s\,,"orn duties? 
Does his excellency kno\v anything? Or ,vill he still 
persist in his kno\v-nothing ideas of tho present 1110ve- 
luont of the people of this city1 1\fust ,ve again in- 
forn1 hilll that ,ve are the realla\y and order p2rty; 
that the people have not done anything but ,,,hat the 
la,v should have done, anJ that they do not conten1- 
plate doing anything further than the enfOrCell1Cnt of 
the act entitled an act for the punislllnent of vagrants, 
in a some,vhat 1110dified but vastly improved forn1- 
ridding the country of thenl instead of keeping then1 
confined in our local jail at public expense, pensioners 
instead of convicts 1" 
"Could anything be nearer the clilnax of absurdity," 
asks tho Bulletin, referring to J ohn80n and Shernlan, 
"than their behavior has been? Their defence of 
their conduct is based entirely on technical legal 
grounds, and yet the documents they issuo as the pre- 
linlÎnaries to action, are lacking in the very essential 
'v hich they clailn is indispensable! Their conJ uct is 
illegal, and yet they ha vo the audacity to call on the 
public to aid then1 in sustaining law against an illegal 
body, the Vigilance COlllmittee. N O\V the order of 
the nlajor-gel1eral has no lllore binding effect as a 
legal docunlent than the sumlllons of the Vigilance 
Committee. " 
" The proceedings of the Executive and his soldier- 
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banker assistant are based on a lie, a lie ,vhich the 
thinking citizens of San Francisco at once detect and 
despise. There is no 'armed body' in San Francisco 
'v hich is 'threatening acts of violence and rebellion 
against the constitution and la,vs of this state,' unless 
the armed body ,vhich proceeded to enroll itself yes- 
terday in pursuance to the 'general orders' nlay be 
considered as such. The city is quiet, the citizens are 
satisfied, and ,voe be to those ,vho transforlll our 
streets into a battle-field. The ,york 11lUst go on, 
peaceably if possible, but it 111USt be finished. No pen- 
and-ink artillery can frighten either the executive 
body of reformers or their supporters." 
In answer to the charge of feeble-mindedness and 
vacillation the governor replied that in the incipient 
stages of the nloven1ent he did not consider hinlself 
in possession of sufficient force to render action ef- 
fectual. This ,vas a ,veak subterfuge. I t ,vas patent 
to the sin1plest nlind that delay had not strengthened 
his position at all; and that if this ,vas a sufficient 
excuse at the first, it ,vas a still better one ,vhen he 
began to stir. Besides, such a contingency never 
should have been considered at any til11e. His duty 
,vas to act or not to act, to proclailn an insurrection 
or not so to proclainl. That duty done, if he lacked 
the power to enforce his lnandates it ,vas no fault of 
his. 
It seems never to have occurred to the governor 
and his general that nothing short of a large and 
standing arl11Y could effect their purpose. In spite of 
thcln the organization could exist, if not palpably then 
Ì1upalpably. The luurderers taken could be hanged 
and the lesser crilninals expatriated, or other,vise 
spirited a,vay, ,vhile the la,v and order forces ,vere 
nlarching on them, if necessary. The Con1n1itteo 
could then have scattered to their h01110s le.aving no- 
thing but the empty rOOI11S for the soldiers to seize. 
But this the COlnruittee never ,vould have done. So 
strengthened, as they proceeded, had the opinion in 
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then1 becolne, as to the correctness of their course, 
that no\v they \vould have fought to the death for 
the principle. Though their \york \vere done and 
they \yere ready to relinquish their post, they \vould 
not do so under manJate of the la\v; they \vould not 
so ackno\vledge their course to have been an error. 
They clailned they possessed in thenlselves the right 
to do as they had done; that right they should exer- 
cise \vhenever duty called it out, and for that opinion 
and principle they \vould fight. 
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FUTILE ATTEj\IPTS AT RECOKCILIATION. 


Do you not know me, 1Ir. Justice? 
Justice is blind, he knows lloLoùy. 
Dryden. 


THERE were yet in the good city of Saint Francis 
certain honored and esteelned file11 \vho helJ the peo- 
ple's interest above persona] impulse or party spirit, 
\v ho \vere neither of the vigilance cOlll1nittee nor yet 
of the la\v and order party, but ,,,ho eujoyed the re- 
spect and confidence of both faction
. 
J.-
nd here I have an incident forgotten by Generrrl 
Sherman, both in his letter and in his .11J;Ieluolrs; and. 
as it redounds to his credit in a greater degree than 
anything I find therein lllentioned, I take the 11101'e 
pleaBure in giving it. For the truth of Iny stateinent 
I have before n1e the records of the executive C0111- 
lllÎttee, and the dictation of 1\11' ColeJnan. 
In the foriller I find \vritten in the lninutes of a 
special se

ioll held at four o'clock on Wednesday the 
4th of June, the follo\ving Illotion lnade by 
Ir Tru- 
ett and carried, "That )11' Crockett be adlnitted 
before this body, provided he can speak the sentilncnt8 
of l\lajor-gcneral SherInan. 1\11' 
F. 'V. Page ,vas 
appointed to ,vait upon :VII' Crockett and aCC0111pany 
hilH to the executive C01TIlTIittee roolns." The 111eet- 
ing then adjourned, and next day 
Ir Crockett ap- 
peared before the COn1111ittee and InaJe propositions 
\vhich will Lu given hereafter. 
Ir Crockett then re- 
tired to an adjoining roorn at the request of the C0111- 
111Ìttee and waited their reply. After 80111e discussion 
(304) 
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a con1mittee \vas appointed consisting of Dempster, 
Sllliley, and Truett, to ,vait on 1\lr Crockett at his 
office that evening and there to cOlllmunicate \vith 
1\13j or-general Sherman. 
Hear no,y \vhat l\lr Cole1l1an says: "About the 
saIne tilne"-he had been speaking of the proposi- 
tion of ex-l\Iayor Webb, and others hereinafter 
u1entioned to found \vith the vigilance C01l1111ittee a 
ne,v Pacific States empire-" General Sherlnan Inade 
overtures to us, through Judge Crockett, and other 
pronlinent highly respected citizens, to the effect that 
if the C01l1111ittee \vould not resist the \vrit of /zabeað 
COJ]J1.lS, one great difficulty bet,veen the state author- 
ityand ourselves ,vould be ren10ved. '\Ve appointed 
a conln1ittee of conference upon this and other sub- 
jects, and reassured the general and the state author- 
ities of our desire to avoid any c011flict that it ,vas 
practicable to escape; that \ve most cheerfully ac- 
cepted the proposition to adn1it, accept, and allo,v to 
be served any regular \vrit of habeas corlYUS that 
should be issued by the regular courts; that to us it 
had been the Inost ell1barrassing question \ve had had 
to Ineet, and that \VO had never refused the \vrit, 
although the service had been avoided, and it ,vas laid 
at our door that \ve had, \v hile the fact ,vas that the 
officer having it in charge had retired after Inaking 
a faint effort at service, \'Thereas, energy and deter- 
111ination on his part, as an officer, \vould probably 
. ha vo procured service. 
"W e further told thelll that ,ve \vould, as far as con- 
sistent ,vith our undertaking and duties to ourselves, 
and the trust that had been charged to us, do every- 
thing to avoid not only seeming conflict \vith the 
officers of the la\v, but even \vith the fair, good opinion 
of any of our citizens. It \vas objected that our 
Inilitary \va
 filling the streets, 111aking unnecessary 
display, and exciting the fears of one portion of the 
cOl1nllunity and the prcjudice of the others. In ans,ver 
to this \ve proposed and ordered that our troops should 
POl', TRIll" VOL, II, 20 
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not parade the streets any further, except it be in an 
action of emergency and necessity, and under orders 
of the Executive; and ,ve ,vent so far as to Il1ake every 
proposition we could, take every step ,ye could to'Yar
l 
conciliation and peace, and stated distinctly that ,,-hat 
,ve ,vanted was not to increase our ,york nor the ap- 
pearance of it; not to increase our inlportance nor the 
appearance of it, but that ,ye be allo,ved as much as 
possible to be left alone until ,ye could conSUlnnlate 
,vhat ,,"'0 had undertaken, and ,ve \vere in honor bound 
to con1plete, and to disband. One comn1ittee of 
citizens kindly undertook to ask the governor of the 
state to \vithdra"T his proclamation ,vhich ordered the 
Comnlittee to disband, and ,ye \yere invited to join in 
the request, \y hich of course \ve could not accede to, 
though it \vould be n10st in harnlony,yith our \vishes, 
and contribute most largely to our ability to conclude 
our \york, if the goyernor should do so, and remove 
one of the great irritating causes of the hour." 
After these several consultations of the COlTIlTIittee 
,vith Crockett and Sherman, 1\11' Crockett asked 
several gentlen1en to unite ,vith hilll in forining a 
conciliation conl111ittee for the purpose of further 
attenlpts at reconciliation betw-een the people as 
represented by the Conlmittee and the people as 
represented by the governor, the general, and the 
judge. These c0111municated ,vith the governor and 
desired an intervie\v, nan1Ïng Benicia as a proper 
place, lying as it did ll1id\vay Let,veen the n1etropolis 
and the capital. Accordingly on Saturday the 7th of 
June, the governor and his advisers, an10ng ,vhoin 
,yere Douglass, secretary of state, Volney E. Ho,vard, 
Terry, and l\fcCorkle, caIne do\vn as far as Bel1icia 
in the steanlboat .LlntelolJe, and the citizens' deputation 
,vent up the san1e evening on the Bragdon. 8herD1an 
also \vas there, as ,yell as Jones, of Palnler, Cook and 
Company, and E. D. Baker. 
The Sacramento party ,vere first to arrive and take 
up their q uarters at the hotel. Shortly after\vard the 
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San Francisco party entered the hotel and notified 
the governor of their readiness to ,vait on him. In 
a sOlne,,,hat dictatorial and iU1pertinent 11lanner they 
,yere inforll1ed by Terry and Ho,yard that they could 
not Le ad111itted to the goyernor's presence except on 
,yritten application. SUlothering for the good of the 
cause the feelings arising fronl 'v hat they deenlecl 
contemptible if not insulting conduct, they sent in 
the follo\ving cOlnmunication: 
" BE
ICIA, June 7, 1836. 
"To his Excellency, J. Neely Johnson, Governor of Californ.za:- 
"SIR: The undersigned, citizens of San Francisco, on their own behalf, 
and on behalf of a large portion of the people of that city, respectfully ask a 
personal interview with your excellency touching the present alarming crisis 
in its affair. 
"J, B. Crockett, E. 'V. Earl, F. 'V. }'Iaconc1ray, James V, Thornton, H. 
S, Foote, James Donahue, 
l. R. Roberts; John J. 'Yilliams, John Sime, 
Balie Peyton, E. ,Yo p, Bissell." 


They were then pern1Ïtted to enter the governor's 
presence. J. B. Crockett as chairnlan of the depu- 
tation inforlned the governor that he and his associates 
,vere in no ,,
ise connected ,vith the Comlnittee of 
"{igilance, but, actuated solely by a desire to prevent 
a collision, they had come in the general interests of 
the city. He could not speak definitely for the Conl- 
mittee, but he felt authorized to say that the Conlnlit- 
tee ,vould do nothing to instigate a collision, that they 
,vould desist fronl further exhibition of arlnecl force
 
in the street, and that hereafter they ,vould yield 
obedience to all ,vrits of habeas C01jJUS. The deputa- 
tion, he said, had visited the COlnmittee rooms before 
leaving the city, for the purpose of deternlining a 
settled plan, but tin1e had failed theln to complete it. 
Finally 1\11" Crockett urged the governor not to pre- 
cipitate the crisis, assuring him that the Committee 
,yould soon disband voluntarily. 
During the conference the governor, assuming an 
air of cOll1placent bravado, sat "vith his feet elevated 
smoking a cigar. Terry sat ,vith feet still higher and 
covered head, his hat dra,vn partly oyer his eye
. 
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'Vhen 1\11" Crockett had finished, the governor stated 
that his ans\vcr ,,",ould be given in ,vriting. The 
deputation then ,vithdrew, and shortlyafter\vard the 
follo\ving con1IDunication ,vas handed thelll: 
"BE
ICIA, CAL" June 7, 18.36. 
" Il"on, John B. Orockett and others, committee from citizens of San Francisco:- 
"GE
TLE::\IE
: In reply to the verbal communication made to me this 
ev'ening, in relation to the existing condition of affairs in the city of San 
Francisco, I have to say that the hope you have expressed that the unhappy 
difficulties of which you have made mention may terminate without ùlood- 
shed, fully accords with my own desire, and I can assure you that nothing 
shall be done on my part which shall not imperatiyely be rendered necessary 
to secure a compliance with the executive proclamation, issued by me on the 
third instant, By virtue of the constitution of this state, it is made my duty 
to enforce the execution of the laws, This duty I shall perform, and if un- 
happily a collision occurs, and injury to life or property result, the responsi- 
bility must rest on those who disregard the authority of the state. 
" Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"J. NEELY JOliNSON." 


The Bragdon and the Antelope, which had a\vaited at 
the Benicia \v harf the conference of their distinguished 
freight, no\v received the parties on board, the foriner 
that of the governor returning to Sacran1ento, and t,he 
latter that of the San Francisco deputation \vhich re- 
turned to the city. 
"Ill the eyes of all cahn thinking citizens," com- 
111ents tho Sacran1cnto Union on this conference, "the 
action of the executive at Benicia \vill place him de- 
cidedly in the \vrong. The n1en1bers of the c01l1lnittee 
of citizens unite in saying they ,vere never before so 
forlnally and discourteously received on any occasion. 
"\Vhen they appeared in the presence of his excellency 
and friends, they ,vero perlnitted to stand during the 
intcrvio\v." And thus the True Californian: "The 
governor ,vas respectfully approached by able and 
conscicntiou
 gentlelnen, not affiliated ,vith the Com- 
luittee, nor bound in any \vay to ackno\vledge its 
po\ver, on behalf of the peace -loving inhn bit ants of 
this city, ,yho felt it a sacred duty to represent to hin1 
the true state of the puLlic lnind. They found hinl 
surrounded by the hottest and lllOst heedless of all \vho 
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have taken ground against the people, and met ,vith a 
repulse at their hands, ,vhich lTIUSt have stung thenl 
,vith lnortification and shan1e." 
"These gentlen1en," says Coleman, speaking of the 
conciliation committee, ",vith a large nun1ber of people 
\yaited on the governor at Benicia, represented the 
.state of affairs, and as far as I understand it under- 
took to be lllediators bet\veen the state authorities and 
the COlTIlTIittee, requesting the state authorities to de- 
sist froln threatened forcible nlilitary action against 
the Comn1ittee, and promising their own good efforts 
and the coöperation of others \vith them in behalf of 
an early restoration to the norn1al condition of affairs, 
if this could be assured and accolnplished. This COlll- 
n1Ïttee ,v ere provided ,vith the pledges of our body that 
they,vould cease to increase their lnilitary estahlish- 
luent, cease to parade the streets and lnake military 
displays and deillollstrations, allo,v full force to the 
\yrit of habeas C01]JUS, do everything on their part re- 
quired to,vards the early restoration of peace, providecl 
the state forces ,vere disbanded, and ,ve be allo,vcd, 
undisturbed, as above indicated, to complete our ,vork. 
All this effort on our part, all our overtures, adyances, 
concessions ,vere unfortunately misunderstood to 111ean 
,veakness or timidity on our part, and it \vas thought 
a fitting tilTIe on the part of the governor and his ad- 
visers to make a lllore bold den10nstration than ever, 
to decline e\-ery proposition, make 110 tern1S ,vith us 
at all, and carry out the plan of intitnidation, or, as they 
fancied it, conquering a peace, and ordering our sub- 
Inission. Seeing the evident effect this had produced, 
regretting sincerely the lllistake the governor and his 
advisers lnade, not only as to our views and \vi::;hes, 
not only as to our strength or ,veakness, but also ,vhat 
,ve regarded as a blind and unstates111anlike policy on 
his part, and apprecia ting in the fullest degree our 
responsibilities, and all the risks and hazards and perilK 
of our position, \ve determined that there \vas but one 
course left to us, and that ,vas a calnl, courageous, de- 
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ternlined, unrelnitting effort to Inaintain our position 
and acconlplish our ,york, by a vigorous prosecution, 
if Heed be a dignified silence, a determined effort in the 
direction of right, and a strict avoidance of ,vrongs 
to\vards every one. We therefore ,vithdre,v the 
proposition ,ve had made through the conllllittee of 
citizens to the governor and his authorities, and 
deternlined to meet the conflict of arlllS as nlanfull V 
as ,,"e could, should it be precipitated upon us, and 
,ye ,vent energetically to ,york to further fortify our 
lllilitary position, increasing our forces, doubling our 
yigilance, strengthening our position, and redoubling 
every effort and precaution." 
So inJecent ,vere Johnson and Terry in their con- 
duct to,vard Crockett and the conciliation cOllllnittee, 
that even Shernlan becallle ashamed of the COlnpany 
ho ,vas keeping; and no sooner had the governor 
finished hi
 written ans,ver to Crockett, which ,vas 
pronounced by the general to be so scratched and 
aluended to suit the vie\vs of various counsellors that 
it anlounted to nothing, than Sherman sat do,,"n and 
,vrote his resignation. I t ,vas illlluediatel y accepted, 
and Volney E. Ho\vard, a Ja\vyer then present, and 
once llleluber of congress fronl Texas, ,vas appointed 
to the place. Thus ,vith a law-abiding judge, and a 
la\v-abiding general, the governor ,vas prepared to 
"s\veep the dalllned pork luerchants into the Bay." 
On resigning his cOIDlllission Shernlan indited a 
comn1unication, "To my friends in California," in 
,yhich he stated that he was not an advocate of 
the Vigilance Comnlittee, but that ,vhen he had re- 
ceived the order of the governor to organize the 
lllÍlitia, he prolnised ,vhen a sufficient nU111ber ,vere 
enlisted to equip and muster thelll into the service of 
the state. "I ba
ed nlY promise," said he, "of arlning 
the enrolled luilitia, on a verbal assurance given to 
Governor Johnson by General \V 001 in 111Y presence, 
to issue froIH the United States arsenal, on a proper 
requisition, such arnlS and 111unitions of "var as the 
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emergency ll1ight call for. It is no,v .no longer a 
secret, that ,,
hen the ,vritten requisition ,vas 111ade, 
General 'V 001 had changed his 11lind, and had di
cov- 
cred that he had not the legal po\ver to grant the 
t " 
l'eques . 
The tenor of these ,vords places General Wool in 
the position of having lnade a promise and failed in 
keeping it. This is not true. General \V 001 never 
,vavered nor changed his lnind. He pron1ised arnlS 
,,
henever a proper requisition ,vas 111ade, ,vhenever he 
,vas directed by the president to turn then1 over to 
the governor. Wool ,vas convinced, all the time, that 
he had no right to grant the governor the use of 
United States arms ,vithout being so directed by the 
authorities at \V ashington. Volney E. Ho,vard and 
E. D. Baker waited on Wool and endeavored to in- 
ti111idate hiln, threatening, in case he persisted in 
refusing the la,v and order party the use of United 
States arms, to report him at Washington. The eye 
of the old veteran flashed and his forill rose perceptibly 
in stature. "I think, gentlemen, I kno,v 111Y duty, and 
in its perfOrll1anCe dread no responsibility," he said, as 
he bo\ved theill fron1 the room. 
Further than this, it appears that Johnson becalne 
dissatisfied on account of Sherman's delays and ex- 
cuses. The governor ,vas eager for ,yare His proc- 
hUllation had no 11lore effect on the people than a 
paper bullet. Shernlan ,vas ready enough to fire on 
the citizens, but he must have Dlen and llluskets. So 
thûy quarrelled, and Sherlnan felt bound to afford 
Johnson an opportunity "to select SOlne representative 
here ,vhose ideas ,vere 1110re consonant ,vith his o,vn." 
"Sherlllan has resigned his conln1Íssion," says the 
131llletin of June 9th, "General \V 001 has refused to 
grant the reactionists aid, and the enrohncnts ,vhich 
,vcre to nUll1ber nlyriads barely reach on paper the 
tenth part of the predictions of the la 'v and 11lurder 
press. The governor is still firnl, but it is the firln- 
ness of the quadruped n10st noted for its stupidity." 
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Johnson and SherIDan Inanifested great surprise 
when S0111e one informed thelTI that if they expected 
arn1S and anlillunition from General Wool they ,vould 
be disappointed. Sherinan in1mediately ,v rote VV 001 
saying that any hesitation on his part ,vould COID- 
promise him, Sherman, as a n1an of truth and honor- 
,vhich ,vas indeeù a 11latter of great mon1ent to the 
,vorld, the cause in conlparison being nothing-add- 
ing "that I did not believe ,ye should ever need the 
arms, but only the promise of them, for the C01l1nlit- 
tee ,vere letting do,vn, and ,vould soon disperse and 
sublTIit to the la\v." This ,vas not a true statell1ent 
in three particulars. Sherman ,veIl kne,v that the 
COlTIlnittee ,yould fight if necessary, that they never 
,vere stronger, their enthusianl never was higher, and 
that their nU111bers and efficiency ,vere daily and 
hourly increasing, and that the arlns ,vould be used, 
and on their use ,vould depend their success. To this 
letter General Wool sinlply but firn11y denied ever 
having made such a pron1Ïse. The governor ,vas very 
angry, denounced Wool as a "danlned liar," ,yh0111 he 
,vould never again recognize as an officer or a gentle- 
nl
n. 
Johnson also ,vrote Wool, though he ,vould neither 
see nor speak to hin1, nor even lodge under the san10 
roof ,vith hi111, so greatly had his understanding been 
offended. Says the governor to General Wool, under 
date of the 7th of June: 


"I t is now manifest that the power of the military of this state is urgently 
and absolutely demanded for the suppression of such disregard of the consti- 
tution and laws, and for that object a large military force is now in course of 
organization, under my sanction and authority. It is a large force we will 
necessarily have to encounter; and for the due protection and maintenance 
of the authority of the state, I now request of you a sufficient supply of arms, 
accoutrements, and munitions of war for the use of the state forces; and I 
guarantee, as the executive of the state, that the same shall be returned or 
paid for. 
"V cry respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"J. NEELY JOIIXSO
, G01:cr'l10r of California. 
".J.llajm"[Jeneral John E. JVool, CommandiJl[J Pacific Divi
ion, U. S. A., 
Benicia. 
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Hp, 8,-On a former occasion, to wit, the 31st da.y of 
Iay, 183G, you 
promised me, on the ha.ppening of a certain contingency, indicated by your- 
self, which, from the foregoing communication, you will perceÏ\-e has occurred, 
that you would furnish on my order, as the governor of the state, such arms 
as I \vanted, I doubt not you will not hesitate in the lwesent emergency to 
comply \vith the request now preferred; and that the order I now make may 
be rendered more specific, I will ask that you furnish me with three thousand 
stand of muskets or rifles, fifty rounds of ammunition, two mortars, three 
hundred shells, and two guns of as large calibre as you have, with their am. 
munition and appliances. 


"J. NEELY JOHNSON, Governo'l" of California." 


General W oo1's reply to this letter sin1ply stated 
that Governor Johnson ,vas Inistaken in the Inatter 
of pro1l1isc and that he did not deenl it judicious to 
c01l1ply \yith his request. As the general's reasons for 
his refusal are 1110re fully set forth in a letter directed 
to Governor Johnson ill ans\ver to a charge of falsified 
pro111ise preferred by the governor before the author- 
ities at Washington I insert it here. 


"SIR: 
"In your request, dated the 19th of June, to the presi<1ent of the United 
States for aid and assistance in the enforcement of the laws of California; and 
that he might the better understand the propriety of reaùily granting such re- 
quest, you beg leave to present a brief recital of events which have recently 
transpireù anù rendered necessary such application. 
"In your recital of events, you say that 'on the 3d day of June I issued 
a proclamation declaring the county of San Francisco in a state of insurrection. 
To General 'Vool I had previously, in a personal interview, detailed the con. 
dition of affairs, of which matters he .was fully informed otherwise, At such 
inten-iews he unhesitatingly promised me, on the representation made him 
that we were almost wholly destitute of arms, and of ammunition we had 
llone, to furnish on my requisition, when we wanted them, such arms and am- 
munition as I desired,' 
"That you should have made this dedaration, that I 'unhesitatingly' 
promised you arms and ammunition-greatly surprised me; for it is not pos- 
siLle it should have escaped your recollection that, whe
 you verbally applied to 
me, on our first interview, for arms and ammunition, at my lodgings, on the 
30th of 
Iay, I 'unhesitatingly' told you that I had no authority to furnish 
yon with them; that the authority in such cases rested \" ith the president of 
the United States, See my letter addressml to you 9th of June, I also told 
you, at the time, that an offieerfor issuing arms, in a case somewhat analogous 
to the one presented by you, was dismissed the service by President Jackson. 


"HEAD-QUARTERS, DEPART1IEXT OF THE PACIFIC, } 
BE
ICIA, CAL" September 17, 183G. 
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"Previous to which, however, you l1resented in detail the condition of 
affairs in ::-;an Francisco, when I remarked that you had lost the golden oppor- 
tunity of putting down the Vigilance Committee; that it should have been 
resisted at the jail, which ought not to lmve been surrendered without resist- 
ance, You replied that it could not have been done at that time, for a large 
majority of the citizens of San Francisco were in favor of the Committee. 
You further said that Casey and Cora merited their fate, and if the prisoners 
then in custody of the Committee were sent away it would be a great blessing 
to the country; and if the Committee would stop there, you would not inter- 
fere with its proceedings. You, however, being satisfied that such would not 
l)e the case, and that it intended to go on in its unlawful proceedings, had de- 
termined to arrest its further progress. Believing, from your own statement, 
that a large majority, not only of the citizens of San Francisco, but of the 
state, were in favor of the Vigilance Committee, I advised against too much 
l1recipitation; and as you had waited so long, some ten or twelve days, with- 
out adopting any efficient measures to stay its proceedings, I said a few days' 
longer delay could do no harm. You said, however, the time for action had 
arrived, and that the Committee must either be put down or arrested in its 
unlawful course, Such was substantially the conversation which l)assed be- 
tween you and myself at our first interview. After the declaration made at 
that time, that I had not the authority to furnish you with arms-that the 
authority rested with the president-it appears to me l)assing strange, and it 
is beyond my comprehension, that you should have asserted in your commu- 
nication to the president that I unhesitatingly promised you arms and ammu- 
nition. But if such was the case how came 1vlajor-General Sherman, during 
your visit to Vallejo, to call your attention to the fact that I had not promised 
you arms etc" and that you should obtain the promise from me before you left 
l>enicia? Accordingly, as he states, whilst at the steamboat-landing you 
called me, with the general, aside, no one else being present, when, accorùing 
to his statement, I promised to issue from the United States arsenal, on a 
J)roper requisition, such arms and munitions of war as the emergency might 
call for. There i
 a wide difference between your assertion and his as to the 
promise. It appears, however, from his statement, that the promise was not 
made unhesitatingly, but twenty-four hours after the first interview, and 
after you returned from Vallejo, and while on the steamboat wharf, where I 
went to take leave of you on your return to Sacramento; and that the arms 
and ammunition were to be issued' on a proper requisition,' and' as the emer. 
gency might call for.' 'Vhether I made the promise as asserted by yourself 
or )Iajor-general Sherman, cannot materially affect the matter at issue. The 
question you had under consideration was of the highest importance-one 
which might no less involve the destruction of a city than the lives of many 
citizens, besides the welfare and prosperity of California. Under these cir- 
cumstances, I could not doubt, before commencing operations, you would ex- 
amine all the laws bearing on the question-those of the United States as well 
as this state. The object for which you desire to obtain arms, as you stated, 
was to maintain the majesty of the law, and to put down those who were 
violating it. Eyen if I had promised you arms, without reservation or quali- 
fication, would you have insisted upon my fulfilling the promise, if you dis- 
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covered that it was in violation of law? I am unwilling to believe that you, 
the executive of the state, bound to see the laws faithfully executed, would 
violate them, and certainly not to urge it upon myself. As your object was 
to enforce respect and obedience to the laws of California, you certainly ought 
not to censure or complain of me because I would not comply with a verbal 
l)romise, of which I have not the slightest recollection, when such a compli- 
ance would be a gross violation of the laws of the United States, You may 
say that I ought to have known what the law was before making the promise. 
I did know it, and communicated it to you at our first interview, and there- 
fore it is that I cannot bring myself to believe that I could have made any 
promise incompatible with the law. If it was incumbent on me to know the 
law, it certainly was much more so on your part, in this particular case. If 
you had known the laws bearing on the question, I cannot believe that you 
would at the time hav.e issued your proclamation, applied to me for arms, or 
appealed to the president for aid in enforcing the laws of California. For your 
proclamation of the 3d of June declares 'the county of San Francisco in a 
state of insurrection,' and it is in exactly such a state of things that any officer 
under the president is IJrohibited by the law of Congress from issuing any 
arms or munitions of wat'. Your first official application for arms was made 
on the 4th, and your second on the 7th of June. Both were officially declined, 
the first on the 5th and the second on the 9th-when I officially informed you 
that the authority to comply with your request belonged exclusively, in such 
cases, to the president of the United States, of which I also informed you at 
our first interview, 30th 1\Iay. 
"In conclusion, I would merely say, from a remark in your communication 
to the president, and the sayings of some of your special friends, that I was 
influenced by some of the Vigilance Committee, or their sympathizers, that 
yourself a
d suite, numbering four altogether, and Colonel Baker, and Volney 
E, Howard, are the only persons who called on me to consult, advise, or con- 
verse upon the subject of the contest waged between the Vigilance Committee 
and the law and order party. 
"I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"J OH:Y E, 'V OOL, JI ajor-yeneral. 
" To-His Excellency J. J..Veely Johnson, Governor of California, Sacramento, 
Cal. " 


Noone can read this n1anly and dignified letter of 
the veteran general ,vithout being sati
fied of the in- 
tegrity of the \vriter and the truth of his ,vords. The 
quiet rebuke of the governor's course is all the more 
effective in vie\v of the absence of abusive 3pithets 
such as might not unreasonably be looked for in a 
111ilitary man upon \vhom the charge of failure to keep 
a pronlise bad been laid. 
There are Inany happy \vives to-day in California 
,vho luay thank Wool and Farragut that they are not 
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these hUlllane officers that they are not orphans. To 
them is due that rare re,vard, the honor of minding 
their o\vn business. 
"N 0 circunlstances have transpired," saJs the Sacra- 
mento UTI/l'on, "since the great III oral movenlent conl- 
111enced in San Francisco, which have gone so far to con- 
vince us that a blood-thirsty, ferocious, if not demoniac 
disposition controlled the councils of the state, as those 
of secretly shipping arms to San Francisco, and applying 
to the general government for aid. These transac- 
tions go far to exhibit the fell spirit \vhich guides the 
acts of the generals and officers of state. The first 
proves them capable of secretly furnishing the means 
to take the people by surprise, and of shooting all 
ci tizens of San Francisco in the streets, and in their 
o\vn houses, unless they surrendered unconditionally 
to these l1e,v-fledged tyrants. These ten1porary offi- 
cials seem disposed to act as arbitrarily as if they 
,vere hereditary princes, despots of the first ,vater, 
born to rule and ride over their subjects. They for- 
get that they only hold power for a day, and only as 
trustees and agents for the people. The people are 
the principals, and if their agents put on too lllany of 
the airs of despots, of petty tyrants, they may con- 
sider it necessary for their o\vn protection to remove 
their agents and put others in their places." 
One should hear the classic tongue of l\Ir Dows to 
gain an idea of the feeling of the Committee to this 
day to,vard General Sherman. "Sherman ,vas op- 
posed to it," says his dictation, "and talked like a 
damned fool in sonle cOilllnullications that he has 
nlade since about ,vhat he did; but he had not the 
lneans and could not have done anything if he had 
tried, and '\voulcl have found it a damned sight worse 
job than ,valking through Georgia. If he had at- 
tempted to do anything in opposition to the COlnmit- 
tce, ,ve ,vould have strung hÎln up as ,ve would a dog. 
Farragut ,vas our friend, as far a::; he could be ,vith 
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propriety in llis position, as an officer of the govern- 
nlent. " 
That Sherman really intended to carry into c'xecu- 
tion his plan of b0111barchnent in ca
e he had the 
po,ver; that he ,vas by nature so blood-thirsty and 
by education so fanatically cruel as to slaughter a city 
full of free intelligent citizens of the United States 
,,
hose only crin1e ,vas virtue, ,vhose only nIisdeed ,vas 
a pure unselfish effort to cleanse their political and 
social atnIosphere of its imnloralities, I could not l11Y- 
self believe but for his o,vn reiterated assertions, as- 
sertions in ,vhich he seenIS to take lnuch nlilitary 
pride and personal satisfaction. Some of the best 
111en of the vigil ants came to nle and re1llonstrated, 
he boasts, "saying that collision ,vould surely result; 
that it ,vould be terrible, etc. All I could say ,vas 
for the1n to get out of the ,yay. Ren10ve your fort; 
cease your 1nidnight councils; and prevent your armed 
bodies froill patrolling the streets." Again, 'v hen 
Crockett and his party attenlpted conciliatory n1eas- 
ures: "I told thenI that our lllen ,vere enrolling very 
fast, and that, ,,- hen I deenled the right 1noment had 
COlne, the Vigilance Conl111ittee lllUst disperse, else 
bloodshed and destruction of property '\vould inevi- 
tably follo,v." 

Iean,vhile, Judge Terry was putting forth his 
utnIost exertion to stir up enmity to,vard the Com- 
lnittee, and Olney ,vas ordered to present a stronger 
defensc as the Executive ,vould hold him responsible 
not only for the safety of the prisoners but of the 
prenlises like, vise. Round Fort Vigilance the strects 
"yere cleared for a distance of t,vo blocks in every di- 
rection. Six brass picces ,vere nlade ready. "\Vithin 
the breast,york of gunny bags ,vere placed one hun- 
dred :French ll1usketeers, ,vith t"vo cannon pointing 
up Sacramento street and t,vo pointing toward the 
chrection of the llloral-effect craft the John Acla1ns. 
On the roof ,vere s,vi vels loaded "Tith grape; the 
guard, both police and nlilitary, 'were constantly under 
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arn1s, and the triangle \vas ready to bring out the 
entire force at a moment's notice. 
A proposition ,vas made the Comlnittee the 2d of 
June by ex.-1\Iayor \Vebb and other influential men 
of San Francisco in vie,y of the present state of 
things to call an extra session of the legislature. They 
,vere confident that body ,voulJ have a n1ajority in 
favor of -vigilance, and control the apparently rash 
and inÏ1nical action of the governor. The COITIn1ittee 
deemed the proposed action inexpedient; but ,vhethcr 
taken or not the Committee could have nothing to do 
,yith it, the seventh article of their constitution pro- 
hibiting them the consideration of any politicalilleas- 
ure \vhatever. 
The principle, assuredly paradoxical as applied by 
adherents to constitutional forms of secession, no\v 
began its 11lanifestation on these shores. Southern 
discontents argued that division alllong the states 
,vas inevitable, and that as the Pacific Coast \vas 
separated froill the Atlantic geographically, so it ,vas 
destined shortly to be politically. Here \vas a spot 
designed by nature and circumstance for the founding 
of an independent empire, and accident had opened 
the ,yay for its initiation. The first bold step tow'ard 
separation haJ unconsciously been taken, and now for 
the Vigilance Committee to declare California's inde- 
pendence of the United States.,vould be a grand be- 
ginning of glory. It \vould be a nlovement eminently 
popular \vith their opponents, \vho the lllOlnent their 
prejudices and interests den1anded the downfall of la,v 
,vere ready to cry up the rights of the people as lust- 
ilyas any. Then the 1\Iulligans, and Sullivans, and 
Brannagans, and Bulgers they nlight strangle to their 
hearts' content; greater ganle than petty n1unicipal 
office should hereafter be the object of their sacred 
aspirations. , 
That there ,vere some in the Committee ,,
hose affec- 
tions \vere \vith state secession there can be no doubt; 
but that the body as a ,vhole, cOlnposed as it ,vas of 
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nine tenths northern and foreign non-political mer- 
chants and mechanics, favored separation from the 
governlnent of their fathers, or ever dreamed of it, 
or ever ,vould have entertained the proposal for 
a n10nlent, no intelligent person ever ilnagined. 
"True," says J\Ir Colelnan, in speaking upon this 
suhject, ",ve ,vere technically rebels, as ,ye had nOlni- 
nally resisted the la,v, and had taken it into our 
hands; but it ,yas purely technical, for no rnore loyal 
citizens existed in the broad domain of the Union 
1 . k " 
t Ian In our ran s. 
Some three or four weeks after the organization of 
the association, the editor of the Bulletin notified the 
Executive that Balie Peyton, H. S. )j-'oote, and others 
had offered an article for publication ,vhich they de- 
sired the Con11nittee to endorse. Truett and Jessup 
,,,ere sent to look at it; they pronounced it revolu- 
tionary and 'v holly opposed to the vie,ys entertained 
by the Executive, so that it ,vas not printed. These 
men professed great friendship for the Comnlittee; in 
a confidential ,yay they inforll1ed the vigilant delega- 
tion that they could no,v neither go back nor stand 
still, that unless they thre,v off the governn1ent en- 
tirely all their necks ,vould be in the halter. Think 
of it, eight thousand San Franciscans hanging at 
once! And yet, strange to say, nobody ,vas fright- 
ened. 
In vie,v of the foregoing, and that the people of the 
coast might kno,v exactly ,vhere the Committee stood 
on these n10st vital questions of the age, the Exec- 
utive deterlnined to issue an address setting forth the 
necessity,vhich called the organization into existence, 
and its original and present detern1ination to disband 
the n10ment that necessity ceased to exist. Further 
than this the COl11111ittee believed their labors no,v 
about at a close, and they ,,,"ould not the 1110venlent 
should be misunderstood, or the organization used 
by act or ilnplication as part of or preliIninary to any 
political schell1e. This ,vas right; it ,vas tho only thing 



3:?O 


FUTILE ATTE
IPTS AT RECOXCILL\.TIO
. 


to do. Yet an unanticipated evil inllnediately grew out 
of it, ,yhich 'Y3S exciting the oppo
ition to increased 
efforts, ,,"hen they sa,," the association could not be 
brought under party influellce. Though this in truth 
,yas no evil, as the sequel sho,ys. Here,yith I give 
the address ,,
hich appeared in the journals of the 9th 
of June. It ,vas ,vritten by 
Ir Delllpster, Slniley, 
Hale, and Tillinghast acting as å COllllllittee, and 
conlpares favorably ",'ith any declaration of rights, 
or of independence, ever pronounced by an oppressed 
people: 


"TO THE PEOPLE OF CALIFORNIA. 


"The Committee of Yigilance, placed in the position they now occupy by 
the voice and countenanco of the vast majority of their fellow-citizens, as 
executors of their will, desire to define the necessity which hus forced this 
l)eople into their present organization. 
"Great public emergencies demand prompt and 'vigorous remedies. The 
people, long suffering under an organized despotism which has invaded their 
liberties, squandereù their property, usurped their offices of trust and emolu- 
ment, endangered their lives, prevented the expression of their ,viII through 
the ballot-box, and corrupted the channels of justice, have now arisen in 
yirtue of their inherent right and power. All political, religious, and sec- 
tional differences and issues have given way to the paramount necessity of a 
thorough and fundamental reform and purification of the social and political 
body, The voice of a whole people has demanded union and organization as 
the only means of making our la\,,"s effective, anù regaining the rights of free 
speech, free vote, and public safety. For years they have patiently,vaited 
and striven, in a peaceable manner, and in accordance with the forms of law, 
to reform the abuses "hich have made our city a byword, fraud and violence 
have foiled every effort, and the laws to which the people looked for protec- 
tion, while distorted and rendered effete in practice, so as to shield the vile, 
bave been used as a powerful engine to fasten upon us tyranny and misrule. 
"As republicans we looked to the ballot-box as our safeguard and sure 
remedy. But so effectually and so long was its voice smothered, the votes 
deposited in it by freemen so entirely outnumbered by ballots thrust ill 
through fraud at midnight, or nullified by the false counts of judges and in- 
spectors of elections at noon-day, that many doubted whether the majority of 
the l)eople were not utterly corrupt. Organized gangs of bad men, of all 
})olitical parties, or .who assumed any particular creed from mercenary and 
COTI'Upt motives, have parcelled out our offices among themselves, or sold 
them to the highest bidders; have provided themselves with convenient tools 
to obey their nod, as clerks, inspectors, and judges of election; have em. 
l)loyed bullies and professional fighters to destroy tally-lists by force and 
l)revellt peaceable citizens from ascertaining in a lawful manner the true 
number of votes polled at our elections; and have used cunningly contrived 
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ballot.boxes, with false sides and bottoms, so prepared that by means of a 
spring or slide, spurious tickets, concealed there previous to the election, 
could be mingled with genuine votes, Of all this we have the most irrefra- 
gable proofs, Felons from other lands and states, amI un convicted criminals 
erluallyas bad, have thus controlled public funds and property, and have often 
nIJ1assed sudden fortunes without having done an honest day's work with head 
or hands. Thus the fair inheritance of our city has been embezzled and 
squandered-our streets and wharves are in ruins, and the miserable entail- 
ment of an enormous debt will bequeath sorrow and poverty to another 
generation. The jury-box has been tampered with, and our jury trials have 
been made to shield the hundreds of murderers whose red hands have ce- 
meuted this tyranny, and silenced with the bowie-knife and the pistol, not 
only the free voice of an indignant press, but the shuddering rebuke of the 
ou traged citizen. 
"To our shame be it said that the inhabitants of distant lands already 
know that corrupt men in office, as well as camblers, shoulder-strikers, 
and other vile tools of unscrupulous leaders, beat, maim, and shoot down 
with impunity, as well peaceable and uno{I'ending citizens, as those earnest 
reformers who, at the known hazard of their lives, and with singleness 
of heart, have sought, ill a lawful manner, to thwart schemes of public 
plumIer or to awaken investigation. Embodied in the principles of re- 
publican governments are the truths that the majority should rule, and 
that when corrupt officials, who have fraudulently seized the reins of au- 
thority, designedly thwart the execution of the laws au(l ayert punishment 
from the notoriously guilty, the power they usurp reverts back to the people 
from whom it was wrested, RealizLllg these truths, and confident that they 
were carrying out the will of the vast majority of the citizens of this county, 
the Committee of Vigilance, under a solemn sense of the responsibility that 
rested upon them, have calmly and dispassionately weicihed the evidences 
before them, and decreed the death of SOUle and the bani::;lunent of others 
who Ly their crimes amI villainies had stained our fair land. 'Yith those 
that were banished this comparatively moderate punishment ,vas chosen, not 
because ignominious death was not deserveù, but that the error, if any, 
might surely be upon the siùe of mercy to the criminal. There are others 
scarcely less guilty, against whom the same punishment has been decreed, but 
they have been allowed further time to arrange for their final departure, and 
with the hope that permission to depart voluntarily might induce repentance, 
and repentance amendment, they have been suITereù to choose within certain 
limits their own time and method of going, 
"Thus far, and throughout their arduous duties, they have been, and will 
be guided by the most conscientious convictions of imperative duty; ana they 
earnestly hope that in endeavoring to mete out merciful justice to the guilty, 
their oounsels may be so guided hy that Power before whose tribunal ,ve shall 
all stand, that in the vicissitudes of after life, amid the calm reflectiuns of 
old age and in the clear view of dying conscience, there may be found nothing 
we would regret or wish to change. "
e have no friends to reward, no ene- 
mies to punish, no private ends to accomplish, Our single heartfelt aim is 
the public good; the purging, from our community, of those abanùoneù char
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acters whose actions have been evil contim::.ally, and h[t'Te f:nal!y forced upon 
us the efforts we are now mr..king, 'Ye haye 1:0 favoritism as a body, nor 
shall there be evinced, ill any of our nets, citber partiality for or lwejudice 
against any race, sect, or party. 'Yhile thus far we have not di'Sco,Tered on 
the part of our constituents any indications of lack of confidence, and have 
no re.:son to doubt that the great majority of the inhabitants of the county 
endorse our acts, and desire us to continue the work of weeding out the irre- 
claimable characters from the community, we have, with deep regret, seen 
that some of the state authorities have felt it their duty to organize a force to 
resist us. It is not impossible for us to realize, that not only those who have 
sought place with a view to public plunder. but also those gentlemen who, in 
accepting offices to which they were honestly elected, have sworn to support 
the laws of t.he state of California, find it difficult to reconcile their supposed 
duties with acquiescence in the acts of the Committee of Yigilance, since ihey 
do not reflect t.hat perhaps more than three fourths of the people of the entire 
state sympathize with and .endorse our efi'orts, and as that all law emanates 
from the people, so that, when the laws thus enacted are not executed, 
the power rcturns to the people, and is theirs whenever they may choose to 
exercise it, 
"Tl:ese gentlemen would not have hesitated to acknowledge the self- 
evident truth, lw.d the people chosen to make their present movement a 
compleb rcyoIm:ion, recalled all the power they had delegated, and reissued it 
to new agents, Ull<.;er new forms, Now, because the reople have not seen fit to 
resl
me :...11 the powers they have confided to executive or legislative officers, 
it certainly does not follow that they cannot, in the exercise of t.heir inherent 
sovereign pO\ver, withdraw from COlTupt amI unfaithful servants the authority 
they have used to thwart the ends of justice. Those officers "vhose mistaken 
sense of duty leads them to array themselves against the determined action of 
the people, whose servants they have become, may be respected, while their 
errors may be regretted; bat nOlle can envy the future reilections of that man 
who, ,vhethel' in the he[.t of malignant passion, or with the vain hope of pre- 
serving hy violence a position ob
ained through fraud anù bribery, seeks 
under the color of law to enlist the outcasts of society as a hirding soldiery 
in the service of the state, or urges criminals, by hopes of plunder, to con- 
tinue at the C03t of civil war, the rcign of b:111ot-box stuffers, suborners of 
witnesses, and tamperers .with the jury-hox. 
"The Committee of Vigilance believe that the people have intnlsted to 
them the duty of gathering evidence, and, after due trial, expelling from the 
community tllOse ruffians and assassins who have so long outraged the peace 
and gooù order of society, violated the ballot-box, overridden law, ::md 
thwarted justice, Beyond the duties incident to this, we do not desire to in- 
terfere with the detail::) of government, ".,. e have spared and shall spare no 
effort to avoid lJloodshed or civil war; but undeterred by threats or opposing 
organi7ations, shall con
inue peaceably if we can, forcibly if we must, this 
work of reform, to which we have pledged our lives, our fortunes, ana our 
sacred honor, Our labors have been arduous, our deliberations have been 
cautious, our detern1Ïnations firm, our counsels prudent, our motives pure; 
and whiJe regretting the imperious necessity which called us into action, we 
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are anxious that this necessity should exist no longer; and when our labors 
shall have been accomplished, when the community shall be freed from the 
evils it has so long endured; when we have insured to our citizens an honest 
and vigorous protection of their rights, then the Committee of Vigilance will 
find great pleasure in resigning their power into the hands of the people, from 
whom it was received. 
"Published by order of the Committee. 


[Seal of the Committee.] 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 


CONCURRENT EVENTS. 


Gnte :Menschen können sich leichter in schlimme hineindenken, als diese 
in jene. . Jean Paul Richter. 


THE actual leader of the politico - ruffian element 
during the crisis of 1856, as "Tell as of the nlore 
vulgar slung-shot and burglar elelnel1t of 1851, ,vas 
David C. Broderick, 'v hose Inonunlent, raised by ad- 
n1iring sympathizers, stands to-day in pel]Jetltan
 rei 
{n
e.1no.7"ial1
 of nobody knows ,vhat. Others have been 
firemp.n, bullies, senators, and duellists; others have 
foolishly fought and have been slain for their folly. 
Piling marble upon lifeless bones never yet made noble 
the deeds of tyrant or delnagogue. 
The 31st of ]\Iay the grand rnarshal reported that 
David Broderick, Alexander Calnpbell, Austin Smith, 
and others of the la,v party had been detected exam- 
ining the Committee roon1S in the rear of the vigilant 
prelnises from the ,vindo,vs of l\1:ills and Van tine's 
store. 
The same day the National Guards held a Ineetil1g 
to express their sentllnents respecting a call made on 
them to oppose the Vigilance Committee. The cap- 
tain affirnled that he ,vas ready to obey the author- 
ities, but the 1l1embers of the cOlllpany to a man 
agreed that they would resign and join the COl11111it- 
tee sooner than oppo"e it. 
The position assulned by Shernlan and others, mili- 
tary lTIell and federal and state office-holders, ,vas no 
expression of their true sentinlents. Hirelings of the 
governnlent, to be consistent, must support the gov- 
(324) 
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ernment. I am uncharitable enough to believe that 
there ,vas little real honesty of opinion or purpose 
aillong them. \Vhere interest has a voice the Ulan 
hilDsclf kno,vs not if he be llonest. 
Nearly a fortnight haçl elapsed since the hanging 
of Casey and Cora before the la,v and order party 
made a pronounced demonstration. Then upon the 
2d of June under the shado'vof the liberty-pole they 
l1let to raise the cry of persecution and bandy the 
state catch-,vordB of liberty, constitution, habeas 
corpus, and trial by jury. There ,vere nlany men of 
ability ill the ranks of la,v and order. 
fen of ability 
need bread and butter as ,veIl as fools, and indeed it 
requires l110re ability to raise 1noney by any vile in- 
direction than in the honest ,yay. 
Colonel Baker ,vas there and spoke ,,"ell. The 
colonel al,vays spoke ,veIL He had a gift that ,yay. 
Speaking ,vas his business; he made his living by it. 
Little difference it Inade to hiln ,vhat ,vas to be 
spoken, he could speak it all the SaITIC. \Vhen he 
talked, Judas ,vas Peter, and Peter, Judas. Cora 
liked to hear him, though ten thousand dollars ,vas a 
good deal to pay for killing one man. But Belle 
Cora's purse \vas deep and Richardson's nlurderer 
held the strings. "See Cora's defender 1" cried the 
cro,vd. "Ed. Baker, Cora, and ten thousand dollars! 
Out of that, you old reprobate I" 
This La,v ancll\Iurder mass-nleeting, as the rabble 
christened it, ,vas held on the plaza at t\VO o'clock the 
day before mentioned. Although the executive com- 
mittee had given orders that the meeting should not
 
be nlolcsted, and had caused to be exposed placards 
bearing the inscriptions: "l\Iembers of the Vigilance 
Comnlittee, order must be l1laintained," "Friends of 
the Vigilance COffilnittee COlne out of the square," yet 
upon the ground the confusion ,vas so great that but 
little was effected. Attempts to address the lneeting 
,vere made by Alexander Campbell, Jalnes 'Vade, 
Calhoun Benham, Bronson, Baker, and others, but t.he 
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cro,vds along Brenhaln place and on the house-tops 
by their shouts and ribald jests so interrupted them 
they \yere 'scarcely able to proceed. With the follo,v- 
ing resolution the meeting adjourned: 
"Resolved, That it is the sense of this meeting that the reign of law and 
order should be resumed in the city of San Francisco, and that a termination 
should be put to the present excitement, and that every freQ American citi- 
zen be remitted to those inalienable rights which a free constitution and 
equal laws assume to them." 


" I once thought," piteously declaimed Judge Camp- 
bell on this occasion, "that I ,vas the free citizen of a 
free country, but recent occurrences have convinced 
me that I am a slave, a slave, gentlenlen, more a slave 
than any on southern plantation, for they kno,v their 
111aster, but I kno\v not n1ine 1" 
"Oh, yes yer do," a voice in heavy baritone \vas 
heard to say. "Y ou kno\v your masters as ,veIl as 
anybody-t\vo of then1 ,vere hung the other day." 
\Vhile Calhoun Benhan1 ,vas denouncing the gov- 
ernor and deploring the condition of the city \v hich 
had been seized by a 1110b, robbed of its sacred rights 
and its liberties, stricken do\vn by a band of conspira- 
tors, a large Colt's revolver in a belt round his \vaist 
\vas under his coat un,vittingly displayed by him. 
" See there's a pretty la\v and order man I" cried one. 
"Yes," exclailued another; "he is violating the la\v 
no\v." 
"I carry this \veapon," replied the speaker, "not as 
an instrulllent to overthro,v la\v, but as one to uphold 
and protect la,v." 
I doubt if the orator, able though he ,vas, realized 
the profoundness of his sophistry. He broke the la\v 
to uphold the la,v; of ,vhat more could their \vorst 
enemy have accused the Vigilance Committee? 
The storln of 1\londay ,vas follo,ved by a dead calm. 
Tuesday, the 3d of June, the day bet\veen the la\v 
and order demonstration on the plaza and the publica.. 
tion of the general orders and proclan1atioll, \vas re- 
markable for its prevailing stillness. 
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"The right guaranteed in the writ of habeas corpus" 
the IIerald regarded "as of all the acts of that body 
the lllost indefensible in its cOlllmittal, and the 1110st 
dangerous and detrilnelltal in its consequences. For 
centuries 'v hereyer the English language is spoken, 
the infringen1ent of this right haB been looked upon 
as the deadliest of all crimes that tyranny can perpet- 
uate against the liberties of a free people." And so 
the vengeance of offended heaven ,vas to fall on San 
]?ranci::5co because the Vigilance Committee ,vould 
not give Billy l\lulligan to the sheriff But I suppose 
this journal had readers \vho \vould have accepted 
such statelnents as true; most journals have believers 
in ,vhatever they choose to print, no lnatter ho\v non- 
sensical. On the face of it an assertion like this. "The 
SUR pension of this \vrit by the COlnn1ittee of Vigilance 
is a 1110rtal stab at the freedom of this people," is too 
fal8e and absurd to nlerit notice except as a specin1en 
of the lllorbid la,v and order literature of the tilne. 

rhe tüllo\ving burst of elupty eloquence, a part of 
the sa1l1e editorial, marks the malignant Ulan of genius: 


"But the worst feature in this organized defiance of the ministers of the 
law is the admixtuFe of an alien clement in the ranks of the rebcllious band, 
American citizcns may bear a yoke imposed by Americans; a detestation of 
bloodshed and a desirc to avoid thc horrors of an internecine war may make 
men tolerate many wrongs at the hands of their fellow-citizens; but the wholE." 
spirit of our people, every instinct of their nature, every principle instilled ill 
thcm in childhood revolts against the humiliation of wearing chains forged 
by men who owe no allegiance to the government, and who have no sympathy 
with the institutions of the land, Gentlemen of the Committee, in this you 
Imve made a fatal mistake, 'Yhen on Saturday evening a sworn officer of the 
law was resisted in thc performance of his duty and repulsed with bayonets 
from )Tour portals, and whcn in anticipation of some danger your entire force 
was called out, your guard was doubled, your whole army was displaycd for 
the purpose of overawing the citizens; the organs of your despotiRm next 
morning proclaimed to the world with approbatory mention that the French 
battalion had charge of the guns, They proclaimed to the nation the sad tale 
that a mandate from the highe::;t offiecr in the state, the judgc of the supreme 
court, was forcihly resisted \" ith gnns manned by aliens, 'Y c have all read 
how at thc dawning of this great republic a vicious and tyranl1icalmonarch, 
1ty a sordid bargain, cmployed an army of Hcssian bayonets to crush out the 
freedom of a people struggling to independence, Gentlemen of the Commit- 
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tee, has your action furnished no parallel for this great historical crime? 
Haye you not reproùuced that act of turpitude of an inglorious despot, an act 
which, more than any other sin committed by George the Third against our 
people, has ever since rankled bitterly in the memories of the American nation r ' 


The editor ,vho ,vrote thus, ,vho filled his colunn18 
,vith l'odoillontade, ,vith ,vindy hibernicisI11s and fal- 
lacious analogies, feels at every line that he is on the 
,yrong side. COlupare the hired Hessians of the revo- 
lution ,vith the AU101'icanized n1en of France and Ger- 
111any ,vho paid for the privilege of joining the great 
San Franci:::;co crusade against crin1e by contributions 
of tin1e or 1110ney, as did indeed every Incl11ber of tho 
COllllni ttee. Gi b berish ! 
The baptist clergyn1an, Mr Bryerly, touched the 
nerve of this issue bet\veen the people and tho author- 
ities ,vhen he lot fly froin the pulpit the follo\ving, the 
Sunday aftcr the shooting of King: 
"TerriLle as our condition is and great as is the ex- 
cit,cIuellt, see to it so far as your acts or your influcnce 
are conccrncd, that you countenance neither directly 
nor indirectly any act aboyo la\v or contrary to la,v 
until it is certain that its perforlnance has Lecolllc 
absolutely and Leyond doubt indispensahle to the 
securing of the ends of justice. If by legally con- 
stituted l11eans the ends of right and justice can be 
reached and 111en attelnpt to reach theln by other 
111cans and loss of life or other injury thereby results, 
God and tho civilized ,,,orld \vill hold the perpetrators 
responsible for these results. A 1110st solen1n respon- 
sibility rests upon you and those as
ociated ,vith you, 
and in the sacred nalnes of God, justice, anù hUlllauity 
I charge you, neither couutenance any act that shall 
peril life, nor in appearance even seen} to set la\y at 
defiance, unlcss in terests higher than all legal fOl'UIS 
and a (<Jainl 1110re ÎIHperati ve than your o\\
n cxi
tencè 
shall Inake the act a nccessity." Thus pondercd cv'ery 
IHan of that executive conllllittce Lefore ho subscribed 
his natHO, his honor, and his life to the cause. Anll 
their conclusilJ1.1 \vas l'irrht. interests hio'her than la\v 
. 0' b 
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and claims 1110re imperative than life called aloud for 
action. 

rhe effect of the proclan1ation ,vas to strengthen 
both sides. Opinion hitherto only pronounced, no\v 
took the forlll of action. Those ,vho s'y1llpathizecl w.ith 
that side joined the ranks of la\v and order; of the 
ren1aindcr of the comn1unity some, angry at the Ul1- 
\varrantable interference of the executive, enrolled 
then1sel yes 11leIllbers of the Vigilance Con1n1ittee. 
Others feeling driven by the proclan1ation to the 
adoption of SOllie course, took sides, SOlne joining one 
party and S0111e the other. 
Says the Sacranlento Union of June 4th upon the 
subject: "If by ordering out the lnilitia of the state 
to assist Judge Terry to serve his ,vrit of habeas corpus 
· a collision follo\v bet,veen the n1ilitary and the people 
in ,vhich the life of one good citizen is sacrificed, the 
state authorities \yill regret it as long as they live. 
J\Iore than this, their n
llnes ,vill be execrated by the 
people, or ,ve are greatly in fault. An attenlpt to 
force the people at the point of the bayonet cannot 
succeed. Ours is not a governn1ent founded upon 
force; it rests upon public opinion and the \vill of the 
I " 
poop c. 

rho night of the 4th passed quietly. Horsemen, 
solitary and in couples, made the rounds of the city; 
four lllcn ,vith bayonets guarded the door of the COln- 
mittec rOOins ant! at short intervals the large guard 
\vithin ,vas relieved. 
The la\v and order party affected to rejoice greatly 
oyer the luanneI' in \v h ieh the call of tho governor 
,vas ans\vered. "L\.. nUlnber of cOlnpanies," ,vrites tho 
11e/"aÜl's editor the 5th of June, "hatl made up their 
llluster-roll before t,vo o'clock this lllorning. A nUlll- 
bar of others have noarly completed their organization. 
By to-night there ,vill be fully three thousand Inen 
enrolled. The gallant anù order-loving sons of San 
Joaquin, the lllountain 111en of Sierra, of Yuba, of 
El Doraòo, of Placer, and of l\Iariposa,.b,re hastening 
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joyously and cheerily to the defense of the constitu- 
tion. By Saturday night there \vill be in this city a 
force of ten thousand brave and loyal n1en." 
It \vas claimed that bet\veell fifteen and eighteen 
hundred men 'v ere enrolled on the side of the au- 
thorities on the 4th of June, though not more than 
sixty names \vere banded in to the quartern1aster- 
general. At Benicia, \vhen Johnson found that no 
arms could be obtained from General Wool, he threat- 
ened to bring do\vn t\venty thousand n1iners to destroy 
San Francisco; but Sherman suggested that perhaps 
the miners lllight take the opposite vie\v of affairs. 
N O\V, said the men of authority JUTe divino, no\v \ve 
shall see \y hat \ve shall see. Hitherto although the 
11len of Belial have acted against the authorities of the 
city they have not persisted, being under the ban of 
the state executive. We shall see ho\v this political 
excoml11unication sits upon thenl, ho\v the 111embers 
\vill act, kno\ving that every day they are living in 
open violation of the laws of their country and laying 
thenlselves liable to the sanle penalties \vhich they 
are endeavoring to inflict on others. Henceforth there 
is no question as to the attitude of the Vigilance COIU- 
l11ittee. Every act no\v, as an arnled organization, is 
an act in open rebellion against the conlffioll\vealth. 
All blal11e for the consequences \"as, as a lllattcr of 
course, thro\vn upon the Con1mittee. " We can 
scarcely imagine any crin1inality so utterly fienJish," 
they cried \vith hands in holy horror uplifted, "as of 
lnalice aforethought, ,vith all the deplorable con- 
sequences before their eyes, to involve this city in the 
frightful scenes of carnage and devastation, \vhich 
must result from a perseverance in the present course 
of the COlnmittee. vVe cannot believe that nlen in 
their proper senses, if indeed they be in their proper 
senses, can deliberately lend thcnlselves to the per- 
petration of such a frightful crilne. To drealll that 
they 
an succeed is perfectly idle. 'Ve beg thenl to 
conöidcr this, that the governor's proclama tiol1 once 
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issued it is in1possible for the state to recede. The 
entire force of the state 111Ust be called out to suppress 
the insurrection, and even if that should be insuflicient 
the federal government is bound to lend its assistance. 
Are the 111embers of the Con1n1ittee a\vare \yhat crime 
they are conlmitting since the issuance of the gov- 
ernor's proclan1ation 
 They are guilty of treason; and 
for those found fighting \vith arn)s in 
heir hands 
against the constituted authorities the punishll1ent is 
death by the halter. Even the lnost sanguinary 
anlong the men1bers ha.ve not, ,ve presulne, ány an1bi- 
tion that the cro,vn of n1artyrdom shal1 descend upon 
their heads after that fashion." 
\Vith all their legal lore, their pugilistic .ground and 
lofty tun1bling, their skill in blood-letting, and their 
chivalrous devotion to their sacred shado,v, the la\v 
and order opposition ,vas a series of blunders from 
beginning to end. Ho,v 111arked the contrast. bet,veen 
the men and the principles involved, their plans, and 
the executioi1! One passionless, determined, efficient; 
the other petulant, ,vavering, ,veak. 
The follo,ving extract from a COll1111unication to the 
Bulletin of June Gth points to a phase of the Ulove- 
llleut unlloticed hitherto by journalists, llalnely, the 
fatal consequences of hesitation or surrender-although 
I do not agree \vith the ,vriter if he lneans to assert 
that revolution ,vas the duty or purpose of the Com- 
n1Ïttee. They Inay have placed themselves in the 
position anJ incurred the penalties of revolutionists, 
but to revolutionize the government ,vas no part of 
their purpose. "The Executive of the Vigilance Com- 
mittee" says this ,vriter, "have a great ,york Lefore 
theIn; it is in a revolution of the official po,ver of the 
state. The right of revolution is an inherent right. 
We are in a condition of revolution; ,ve have as a 
body placed our necks in the halter, and if ,ve stop 
short of changing the adn1inistration of the Ia 'vs from 
the hands of corrupt and inefficient Inen, then ,ve vol- 
untarily place ourselves on untenable ground. The 
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existing revolution is right or \vrong. If right, it 
lllust be effective and complete; if \vrong, \ve are sub- 
jects of punishlIlent. The question must be placed 
upon the broad ground of the right of revolution, and 
not stop short of a connection \vith cause and efÏect. 
'\V e cannot recognize the po\ver no\v in the hands of 
corrupt and inefficient IneH. If \ve do, then our o\vn 
action being legally ,vrong, \ve are \vithout l110ral 
po\yer to sustain us. This conclusion is self-evident, 
and at a glance presents to the mind's eye the magni- 
tude of the questions involveJ in the existence of an 
i1n]JCrÍ1lJn in irnperio. The people provisionally, or the 
corrupt office-holder 111ust rule. It is folly to attelnpt 
to dodge the question. \Ve have arrived at that point 
of action and \ve must meet the question boldly as 
men and patriots." 
Courts of la\v were in bad repute in those days. 
Venality and corruption sat upon the bench in the 
for111 of òuelling, drinking, fist-fighting, ancllicentious 
judges. \Vhere the people looked for justice they 
found too often jokes and jeers. It "
as not unCOID- 
1110n to see a judge appear upon the bench in a state 
of intoxication, and Inake no scruple to attack \vith 
fist, cane, or revolver any \vho offended hilll. T\yo 
pro1l1inent Inagistrates bore the significant sobriquets of 
J\Ian1lnon and GannDon. The universal absence of re- 
straint and indifference to conventionalisms were as 
conspicuously apparent in the suprelne court of the 
state as clse\vhere. Justice Terry was bitterly opposed 
to the Vigilance COlnnlittee, and the Vigilance COln- 
lllittee did not admire Justice Terry. On both sides 
\vas present a tant.a1izing fear engendering courage. 
It \vas unwise in Terry, one \vould think, to issue a 
\vrit of habeas corpus to be served on J\lulligan. It 
,vas unwise in the governor, in the then excited state of 
feeling, to attempt to press matters to an issue by call- 
ing upon the n1Ïlitia to assist in serving the \vrit. It 
,vas ul1\vise in General I{ibbe, a state Inilitary officer, 
to demand the t\VO cannon claiuled by tho state theu in 
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the possession of the Committee for the purpose of 
directing them against the people. All this ,vas un- 
,vise even if backed by sound policy, because these 
lHen had not the po\ver to execute their threats, and 
the people kne,v it, kne\v that if the politicians per- 
si::5ted there \vould be blood spilt needlessly; and that 
\vould not be all, for if San Francisco ,vas attacked 
such a 'v hirl,vind of excitement ,vould be created 
throughout the state as ,vould s,veep every United 
States soldier into the sea. General \V 001 better un- 
derstood the position, pregnant to hÎ1n as it \vas \vith 
delicacy and responsibility. 
Chief-justice l\lurray left Sacramento suddenly on 
the 11 th of June, his friends saying that he had gone 
in search of a silver mine; others, that the pu Llication 
of the Committee of Vigilance nlanifesto and the free 
COlnlnents of the press upon his nlanner of life hastened 
his departure. 
There ,vas another of the court judges, in illustra- 
tion of \vhose character I \vill cite one incident ,vhich 
I find in a daily journal: 
"On the night of February 17, 1854, Janles P. 
Casey, 'Villiaul Le\vis, Janles Turner, l\1artin Gal- 
laJghcr, and others entered the 
Iercantile Hotel, 
Lrutally beat the inmates, destroyed property, and COlll- 
Initted other depredations. The fe\v police ,vho inter- 
fered to preserve the peace were overpo\vered, roughly 
handled, and \vere obliged to seek reën forceUlents froBl 
the Inarshal's offic-e, and after a seyere and desperate 
struggle they succeeded in safely housing this band 
of desporadoes in the station-house. On tho sanle 
night, and before they had become fan1Ïliar ,vith their 
quarters, the prisoners \vere released fron1 confine- 
lllcut by a ,vrit fro111 one of the judges of the supren18 
court, and after carousing ,vith the SatHe corrupt 
judge in the bar-room of the Union Hotel, and rc- 
cei,- ing a public assurance frolH hiln that his friends 
E.hould not be punished so 10nO' as he had the po\ver to 
prott'ct theIn, they returned u to rene\v their fiendish 
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assault on the proprietors of the hotel. Next morn- 
ing, after a hurried and unlawful hearing before this 
SaIT1e model judge, they were discharged from custody, 
and the mayor of this city ,vas insulted when he ex- 
pressed his indignation at the shameless proceedings." 
All this was more shocking of course to northern 
men of sober lives and puritanical principles than to 
citizens fronl the south, ,vho were n10re accuston1cd, 
not only to the easier conduct and looser lives of the 
male portion of the community, ,vhether brothers or 
husbands, but to the tenets of their political faith, 
and the lllainspriugs of actions underlying their social 
strata. J\Iany virtues these same southern people 
possessed not found in so common a degree in the . 
north, but representa.tives of the two sections had not 
long enough 111ingled here in California as yet to fully 
understand each other. 
The letters following give us a little insight into 
the character of Alexander vVells, a justice of the 
supreme court of the state of California. The first is 
addressed, " Hon. Judge J\IcGo,van, at J\fadan1e Du 
Bon Court's Fashionable Residence, Pike street, San 
Francisco." This was then the most disreputable 
quarter in the city. 


"
Iy DEAR OLD NED:- 
"The matin bell of the convent is just ringing-l have two hours before 
the stage starts, and improve a portion of them to address you. French 
informed me that you and Vi. Turner were coming dmvn here on Friday. I 
put some wine in cool, killed two of my fattest fowls, bought a watermelon 
that weighed nearly thirty pounds, had a good dinner prepared, drove on t to 
Santa Clara to meet you, and 10, and behold-No 1\IcGowan or Túrn Vereill 
appeared. Yesterday again I drove down to Santa Clara to meet you, and 
although, like :Manfred, I cried' Appear! Appear!' no appearance was entered. 
" And now, you rusty old broken-down, hack-horse, spavined, wind-galled 
politician-you infernal old schemer-you dreadful and to be dreaded shoulder- 
striker-you meIter of wax (candles)-you stuffer of ballot-boxes-you, who 
reside at a French boarding-house of equivocal character-you luxurious dog 
who lives on the fat of the land, and never said gruel once-you ex-member 
of the judiciary department who exercised admiralty jurisdiction-I say 
unto you 'roll your bones,' for the fatted calf shall not be killed again for you 
or Vi. Turner, nary time, if I may be allowed to indulge in the classic lan- 
guage of Pike County. 


" SAN J oSÉ, Sunday 
forning, 5 A. 1\1. 
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u I want to come to San Francisco but am afraid to meet our boss-How is 
he? Of cour;:je he chafes and worries, and' sweats under the burthens of this 
Vveary life;' but I think that the prospect before him will brighten when the 
smoke of this last batt1e has cleared away. They say that the darkest hour 
of night is just before day. Our friend will succeed eventually. 
" Did we not do well in Santa Clara? Last year the whigs had G80 ma- 
jority, and we beat them this time on a majority of our candidates over GOO. 
'\Ve should and could have elected the other asseml.ly man (Senter), but his 
own township went against him by default. I drove down to his precinct 
early in the morning, and they told me it was alright; but at night over forty 
votes in his neighborhood had not been polled, He made no effort himself, 
and as it was, was only beaten nineteen votes. A gallon of whiskey and a four- 
horse wagon would have secured them for him, and him for us. - So it is-how 
slight is the thread upon which hangs the destiny of man! ' 
"These Pike chaps won't vote till they get their drink. One of 'em said 
to me, 'I haint had my whiskey yet.' 
"Kind regards to our mutual friend, and to all those who inquire about 
me in a friendly spirit. Ever yours truly, ALEX, 
"P,S. Don't show this for Christ's sake! Amen." 


The next is marked confidential: 


"AUBURN, PLACER COUNTY, August 12, 18.33. 
" NED, J\1 Y DEAR FELLOW:- 
" It is all right. The whole ticket will be elected by a large majority. 
Do not be surprised if I should run ahead of the ticket a long distance, and 
be not astonished if I receive IO,QOO majority. The talk about disaffection is 
all nonsense; it is like the milk sickness in Ohio, when you get to a town or 
village, they will tell you 'we haven't got it here, but about ten miles off 
yonder they have it awful bad.' You get to the place 'off yoneler' and they 
'will tell you, 'we haven't it here, it's about ten miles further ofl',' and so it is 
as to the pretended disaffection. I have not been able to finel any of it yet. 
J\Iy sincere belief i.3, that Bigler will run even with the ticket in every county 
except San Francisco. In El Dorado, '\Valdo will run far behind. 
" I spoke at Gold Hill last night and at Auburn the night before, to-night 
at Gr'1ss Valley, etc. I shall speak every night from this ùay until the 
22c1. I shall vi8it Nevada, Yuba, Butte, Shasta and Klamath, before I return 
to San Francisco. 
":X ow, my dear Xed, keep this to yourself, do not begin to brag, but pick 
up all the little bets you can get on Bigler's election eyen. It is tllC sure8t 
thing in the world. 
"Ha'7e you noticed that the San Joaquin Rcpublic(l17, a whig settler paper, 
has put up my nelme with '\Valdo's, and taken down Tod Robinson's? San 
JO:1,(!uin is a strong settler district, and it is a very populous county, 'Vahlo 
turned up here yesterday and we corralled him. I ha,'e more good things to 
tell you when I return than ever you heard. '\Valdo i
 a B. B. F. 


" Oh! oh! Raggery, oh I 
What BJ:oall we do for poor Dill
. Waldo 
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"'Valdo told me this morning that he was satisfied that I should beat Tod 
Robinson badly. Information for which I did not have much need. Try 
and make a good county and charter ticket for God's sake, 
" Show this to 'Xl elch. In haste, your old and faithful friend, 
"ALEX. \V-. 


, , Joe l\IcCorkle sends his love." 


The suprelne judge, full of chivalrous la\y and order, 
,vishes tu fight a duel. 


".:\IR CONNOR:- 
" SIR: Having been informed by yourself that you are personally respon- 
sible for the articles published in the Alta California, reflecting upon my 
action in a recent case, may I hope that your responsibility shall answer 
unto me? \.nd that you will authorize some friend on your behalf to meet 
some friend of mine to arrange the time and place where the misunderstand- 
ing can be properly eXplained or arranged. 
" I am, very respectfully, yours, 
"ALEX \V ELLS. " 


Evidently Ned had asked the suprenle judge for 
luoney, \vhereupon the latte:r grows jovial and face- 
. tious : 


" 1\1 Y DEAR OLD 
IAN: 
"I had the pleasure of receiving yoúr note of yesterday. The next thing 
is, to set them all to work and make l)rovision for a court-room and library. 
Rather than live in this bay horse town I will go to the one horse town. 
Here there is too great a PREss-ure upon us. The Times and Transc
'ipt 
having skinned me on the habeas corpus, and pulled the wool over the eyes 
of certain friends of ours (as it is thought by the knowing ones on the other 
side), is now pitching into P. C. & Co. most unmercifully. Poor Joe has 
warm times, \Vell, as :l\Ieagher says, 'It is not always summer with the 
Kings!' Cook sailed yesterday. I trust our dinner won't be cold to. morrow 
in consequence thereof; but hope all is \Vright. Is there any way to get 
even? Remind \Vilkes that Purdy (St G., etc.) wants authority upon this 
parliamentary question: 'Can the Senate, while considering a Bill, dispose 
of the whole subject-matter by an indefinite postponement, when such Bill does 
not include the whole subject-matter?' They may postpone the bill, but not 
the matter. See Jefferson's .ill anual
' Rep01.ts of Discussions on Parli"ment- 
ary Law in lIo'ltse of Delcgates of Virginia,. Debates in Oongress,. 111 illutes of 
deba-le and decisions in 'En[Jli.
h IIollse of Commons, The position is sound. 
\Yho will deny it? or, rather, let me ask, \Vho will sustain it? If there is 
anyone good parliamentary lawyer in either House he or they can demon- 
strate the correctness of this position, But you don't want law. The 
reason for it will show that a SNAP judgment upon a Bill cannot reach the 
whole suhject-matter! Is there not an intelligent lawyer or speaker in the 
House? If there is let him show these points; which are unquestionably 
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sounù. I have suggested to'Vilkes, Casserly, Hager, and Fiel(I. Probably 
}"'ield would do best if the others are engaged so much as to be enabled to 
devote their whole time to it, 'V ould to God that I were foot-loose and could 
take a hand in myself, But you remember Hood's lines: 
, 'Vhen both legs were shot off, 
He then laid down his arms!' 


But do not be discouraged, It 1tIAY be all right yet! TRUE-itt is, we are 
in a PECK of trouble, and the GRUEL is very thin, but with the help of the 
Lord, if .we are all well Garri8oned, and no Noble Romans about, we may be 
enablerl to PIERCE the centre of the enemies' columns. 
" Don't, for mercy's sake, go and show this damn nonsense to any of your 
friends, 
" Bless you, old man! If I had any money to send to you by way of loan, 
to relieve you from the distresses of which you complain, believe me I would 
send it to you at once; but I am bankrupt in purse and credit, and, alas! in 
heart too! 
" Sam Bell "'Tote to me to say that no appropriation had yet been made. 
Sam is a good fellow, but if any more such letters are sent, and I can't get 
any money, I shall cease my laborious efforts to accomplish myself in Litera- 
ture and' Belle's L
ttres.' Excuse all this. I am in a happy humor, and love 
to discourse in my sober moments with such pious men as yourself. 
"'Vife and child all well. Myself in feeble health, but good spirits. 
"ALEX. "\V -. " 


The chief-justice of the supreme court hilllself hob- 
nobs ,vith N ed: 


"NEW YORK, June 19, 1853. 


"DEAR NED: 
"I have rec'd your letters and have answered you, although you write as 
though you had not heard from me. I had intended to leave here to-morrow, 
but arrived too late to procure a ticket in the ste
mer; which I regret, as I 
am very sick of the white settlements. 
::Iy health has improved, and I am 
anxious to get back to God's country. . You don't know how disgusted I am. 
I shall leave positively on the 5th. Bill is in Philadelphia at your wife's, and 
I shall call before my return, See 'V eller, Gwinn, Latham, and Mcpougall 
about your boy before they leave. They can do it. Don't neglect it; you 
owe it to him, ::My regards to all. Yours, 


" :l\I URRA Y. " 


The Vigilance Con1n1Ïttee they said ,vere guilty of 
treason, u1urder, insurrection, kidnapping, accessaries 
in 111urder, forcibly obstructing officers of the la\v, of 
n1Ïsdemeanor, and liable to individuals for false in1- 
prisolllnent. One ,vould think it necdle
s to reiterate 
so long a catalogue of crinlc, for if guilty of the first, 
as alleged, that ,vere sufficient. 
Pop, TRIll., VOL, II, 22 
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On Friday the 6th of June n1atters assu111cd a 
more ,varlike aspect. The contending factions ,vera 
both busily engaged an day in preparing for the 
threatened contest. Recruiting on both sides ,vas 
active, but by far the greater nU1l1ber joined the 
vigilant ranks, ,vhich ,vere no\v s\velled to about six 
thousand fighting men. The la,y and order party 
clainled in the 1110rning to have three thousand en- 
rolled, and that their nUlnbers by evening would be 
increased to ten thousand; but on searching the facts 
in the case I am unable to find more than about six 
hundred Inen. Sherman himself clainled but eight 
hundred. Fort Vigilance, as the head-quarters on 
Sacran1ento street ,vas no,v called, ,vas strongly 
fortified and every precaution taken against sudden 
attack. A thirty-t,vo pounder ,vas moyed up from 
North Point and planted in front of the pren1ises, 
,vith its ugly-looking Inuzzle pointing up the street. 
T,vo cases of Inuskets, the property of the Wallace 
Guard, were found in the cellar of a saloon and seized 
by order of the Comn1ittee. In the evening the grand 
marshal assenlbled his forces for instructions and 
drill, and the seat of ,var presented a very anilnated 
appearance. Thousands of spectators gathered in the 
streets ,vatching the preparations with extraordinary 
interest. No den10nstrations, ho,v
ver, ,vere lllade 
by the opposing party. A strong guard was detailed 
for night service, and quiet at length settled on the 
city. 
Just at this time Sam White, a gambler, shot 'Vill- 
iam Flory, police or sheriff's officer at Sacramento; 
and a 111urder at Coloma, committed under aggravat- 
ing circumstances, was announced. Reports \vere flying 
over the city the afternoon of June 9th to the effect 
that cOl1nnittees of vigilance in these places had seized 
and hanged the criminals, and that they \vere ready 
at a llloment's notice to nIarch to the assistance of 
San Francisco. This together ,vith the lle\\TS fronl 
Washingtol1 of the villainous Inurder com111itted by 
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Congress1l1an Herbert, of 'VhOlll nlore hereafter, con- 
tinued to keep excitenlent up to a feverish pitch. 
Although there ,vas cOlllparatively little surface 
delllollstration and still less bloodshed there was an 
intense moral struggle going on, a mortal combat for 
the suprelnacy bet\veen good and evil. One or the 
other 111ust be killed, and the Vigilance Comn1Ïttee 
,vere deterillined it should not be the former. 
Throughout the ,vhole excitement and up to this 
tin1e, there had been many citizen
 'v ho, though favor- 
ing the Vigilance COIDluittee, had never joined. On 
the 11th of June a public Ineeting ,vas held at the 
auction-rooms of John Middleton on l\Iontgon1er.r 
street, for the purpose of taking steps to organize a 
nUlllber of independent companies, ,vhich should hold 
thenlselves in readiness to aid the Vigilance COlll- 
n1Ïttee should circumstances require it. D. O. Shattuck 
took the chair, and E. !vI. Earle, W. A. W ood,yorth, 
L. IVlaynard, Abel Guy, Daniel GiLb, and others ,vere 
n0111inated to draft resolutions. These resolutions con- 
delnnatory of the governor's action and recomnlending 
the COlunlittee to the confidence of the people ,vere 
sublnitted to a large and enthusiastic llleeting the 
follo\ving evening, and adopted. 
This association, though hybrid in its character, 
added strength to the vigilant party. Yet I can but 
feel that the action of these citizens ,vould have been 
n10re generous had it been taken earlier antI had it 
assu1l1ed a more benefi
ial shape. If one party ""as 
l'ight and the other wrong, why not join the right 
party early and heartily1 I see t\VO reasons for this 
tardy and independent action. First, there \vere 
those, lawyers and officials, ,vho felt prohibited Ly 
their oath of office against joining an insurrectionary 
llloveinent, yet their scruples did not prevent their 
associating and saying: Though we are not insurrec- 
tionists, ,ve ,,,ill be if necessary; though ,ve Illay not 
break our oath, yet ,ve 'v ill if the governor persi
ts. 
Secondly, there are al\vays those, careful, conservative 
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111 en , \vho not only like to be on the ,vinning side, but 
pride thelnselves in having their nalnes enrolled high 
and pron1Ïnent on that side. It \vas by no n1eans 
certain at the outset \vhich \vould be the successful 
party. If General 'V 001, for exalllple, had 'lent the 
governor his aid the consequences \vould have been 
lllost serious. The n1en1 bers of the Vigilance Con1- 
Inittee Inight be called upon to lay do\vn their lives, 
n1Ïght be subjected to harassing litigation, might be 
deprived of property anJ citizenship. In the eyes of 
the la,v they ,vere guilty of treason, and if they failed 
they \vould be punished. By this time it \vas quite 
sure they \vould succeed. Right and nlÍght \vere \vith 
theine And that \vas just the sort of honor these 
conservatives coveted. Nor would I detract froln thelll 
one iota of 111erited praise. Give them their penny 
though they came in at the eleventh hour; but let not 
their names be Inentioned beside that noble band ,vho 
thre\v into the cause themselves and all their posses- 
sions, boldly cut loose all means of retreat, and bore 
the burden and heat of the day. 
A great demonstration ,vas made by the people of 
San 
h'rancisco in front of the Oriental Hotel on the 
14th of June. Several thousand were present and 
,vere addressed by a nunlber of speakers. " The Vig- 
ilance C0111mittee," they said, "\vas strong, but the 
people should support it." It ,vould seenl that it took 
these speakers just one lllonth to find that out. " No 
half-n1easures must be pursued," they cried. What 
had been the measure of their nleasures hitherto? 
But I ,vill not cavil. The people liked it, sa\v no 
Irishisli1 about it, cheered lustily, and went home feel- 
ing, every man of them, a patriot. This ,vas an infla- 
tion of the auction-room movement instituted t.hree 
daYH previous. Harmless, but very safe. 
"N 0 revoluti0n other than a Illoral one," says the 
Sacran1ento Uaion of the 12th, "can be produced in 
this state, unless the comn1ander-in-chief gives his 
order to fire upon the citizens of San Francisco. 
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Should this fatal order be given such a storm of revo- 
lution \vould s"veep over the state as never has been 
\vitnessed in these United States. In its irresistiLle 
progress it \vould not leave so 11luch as a vestige of the 
present state government and state officers. If no 
order of that bloody character is issued, if the present 
lllilitary enrolulent is discontinued, if the governor 
\vill suspend or revoke his proclaulation as he Inay do 
legally and honorably-for it is al\vays honorable to cor- 
rect an error-the \vaves of public commotion \vill sub- 
side and civil war \vith all its horrors \vill be avoided." 
To a peace comnlittee of the citizens of Sacramento 
\vho \vaited on the governor the 13th of June \vith a 
petition signed by t\VO thousand persons asking the 
governor to \vithdra\v his proclan1ation, his excellency 
blandly gave the assurance that he \vould postpone the 
attack on the Vigilance Cornillittee to the latest pos- 
sible moment. Considerate, very. "See our citizen 
soldiery," Johnson and Sherman n1Íght cry, "invisible 
in \var, invincible in peace I" 
Then the good citizens of Sacramento attempted 
reconciliation between the state's offended Inajesty 
and the crilne-fighters of San Francisco. After a 
long intervie\v \vith the governor a deputation ,vent 
do\vn to the Bay on Sunday the 15th of June. They 
,vaited upon the executive committee and \vere enter- 
tained ,vith the greatest respect, but no inlportant 
results attended their efforts. The Sacralnento Guard 
voluntarily disbanded rather than be ordered to help 
serve the \vrit of habeas corpus against the \vill of the 
San Franciscans. The people not alone of San Fran- 
cisco but of the 8ntire state \vere upon one side; the 
governor and a fe,v fire-eating and inflated officials 
,vere on the other. 
The BleIl of order and of la,v cOl1lplained bitterly 
of the invasion of their sacred household rights in 
the dOIl1iciliary visits \vhich they accused the execu- 
tive cOUlnlittee of having in
tituted in their search 
for crÏlninals. They had so little to complain ûf that 
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they made the most of this alleged outrage. They 
,yere like,yise in a lllorbid ill-hunlor from the success 
of the movement, their reason seemed befogged by 
the exhalations of passion and the lust of power, and 
as usual in advocates of a bad cause when beaten 
they IDade irony of legitinlate argUITlent by thro,ving 
dirt and calling hard names, mixed as a ITlatter of 
course ,vith more or less lies. Members of the Com- 
lnittee ,vere deeply dyed villains, traitors, despots, 
and enernies of public peace. Casey and Cora WhOlll 
they nlurdered ,vere saints beside then1. They had 
llluch to say about the persecution and the prohibition 
of free speech. Hear the San Francisco Sun rant 
upon the subject. I give it only as a speciulen of how 
insane a nlan can be ,vhen beaten and angry. I ,vould 
first mention that the executive cOlllmittee had before 
this passed and published a resolution to the effect 
that no restrictions ,vhatever should be put upon the 
free expression of opinion either by persons or by the 
press. The press was absolutely free, and none knc\v 
this better than the press itself. How should the press 
have been permitted to continue its torrent of abuse 
for ,veeks ,vhen by the uplifting of their finger the 
executive COllllllittee could in one mOlllent have hurled 
it and its editors into the bay t Their o,vn libertinisln 
is the strongest testimony possible of their liberty. 
All the people did to call forth the bitter anilllosity 
of the political and chivalrous journals ,vas the ,vith- 
dra,val of their advertisements by certain merchants, 
a thing one ,vould think they had a right to do ,vith- 
out calling down upon their heads such editorial scur- 
rility as this: 
" This is the freedom of the press in California! Let us hear no word of 
it! The press of Russia is as free at this moment as is the press of San Fran- 
cisco with this exception and this only: There, the treasonous fulminator of 
public murder, the open contemner of the laws of his country, would be con- 
signed to the knout; while here. they indict editorials on outlawry in general, 
and the union of mob violence and political fanaticism in particular, unharmed 
and unmolested, \Vith a 'committee of highly respectable an.l wealthy citi- 
zens ' at their hack they fear no molestation, but can traduce the patriotic and 
vilify the institutions of their country to their hearts' content," 
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Noone kne,v better that this ,vas not true than 
the lllan ,vho ,vrote it. 
The same editorial turns and addresses to the Conl- 
lTIittee the follo,ving fearful prophecies ,vhich seem to 
have been ,vritten ,vith perfect freedom, indeed with 
lnore freedom than decency: 
"The brand of treason is upon you, and you can no more escape it than 
could Benedict Arnold in other days. As to the mercenary wretches who act 
as excusers through the press, the Bulletins that cry more blood; the namby- 
pamby Altas that have wriggled and wriggled out, until they have wriggled 
into your patronage, the so-called Californìas that have fungus-like sprung 
from the putrefactions of the day, to fill the air with their noisome stench of 
treason, and the lesser fry of traitors of various vileness and calibre, they will 
have sunk beneath the indignation of reasserted right, of law, and of fealty 
to our common country. Their tory sheets may be preserved as specimens of 
the unpatriotic spirit of the times and as affording evidence of the trials and 
troubles through which the friends of their country are now passing." 


Sound logic, truly; coolly and clearly put. He ,vhom 
such ,vill not convince is obdurate indeed. And this 
is a fair sall1ple of the law and order editorials of the 
day. They ,vere rank as lllurder, slllelling to heaven. 
Both parties ,vere loud in deploring the causes 
,vhich led to this unhappy issue; both ,vere active 
and eloquent in harro,ving the horrors of civil ,var, 
and each thre,v all the bl:llne upon the other. 
"Let them beware how they lay the city in ashes 
and fill our streets with the dead bodies of our citi- 
" . d 
zens, salone. 
"A fearful responsibility rests on their shoulders," 
sighed the other. 
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If there's a hole in a' your coats, 
I rede ye tent it; 
A chiel's amang ye takin' notes, 
And, faith, he'll prent it. 
Burns. 


SCARCELY was the Committee formed, \vhen com- 
munications began to pour in from interior to\vns and 
delegations proffering sympathy and proposing alli- 
ance. Copies of the constitution were desired ,vith 
authority to organize as branch or auxiliary associa- 
tions. I t speedily became evident that the Com- 
nlittee nlust soon decide whether it should be led 
beyond its original purpose and prepare to revolution- 
ize the state, if the authorities organized a too for- 
nlidable opposition, and after driving the existing 
officials from power to arrange for the election of 
their successors, who might perhaps be men of higher 
character or purer motives, or better able to secure 
the public welfare and administer justice. 
The leaders quickly found that in grasping the 
reins and mounting the seat of power they had as- 
sumed unexpected responsibilities, and that time and 
events 'v ere whirling their car along untried paths 
and toward perils the very magnitude of ,vhich 
kindled a desire to grapple \vith their possibilities. 
To all such advances the Committee returned a 
kind but firm refusal; and the brevity of the discus- 
sions upon these lllomcntous issues ,vas creditable to 
their foresight and patriotisn1. Whilo some fe\v 
(344) 
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argued that in their novel situation it ,vas un\vise to 
refuse assistance \vhich n1Ìght soon prove vitally iln- 
portant, and ,,,hile others were dazzled by the pro
- 
pective glory of emancipating a \vhole state fi"Olll 
Inisrule, and laying better foundations for \vhat their 
enthusiasm pictured as an elnpire destined to rank 
alnong earth's proudest, and ,vhile yet others felt 
perhaps some temptation to,vard a policy \vhich, if 
successful, as seemed to them probable, n1ight ahnost 
by a single effort relieve them from both the personal 
and the pecuniary peril which all felt to be nlenacing, 
the \viser ones if attainable, would be an indescribable 
misfortune, '\veakening the nation's reverence for the 
institutions it had established, and setting a precedent 
to\vard those forcible revolutions which had unsettled 
and enfeebled our sister republics. 
No, not revolution, but reforn1. Our governnlent 
is God-given. If we were half as dutiful as our insti- 
tutions are excellent, we \vould be the happiest antI 
\visest people on earth. There shall be no rending 
asunder ,vhere ,ve n10st admire; it is not our purpose 
to destroy but to sustain. 
It required but one glimpse into the gulf over which 
these glittering phantolns had been hovering to COll- 
vince the few ,,,"ho for an instant had been dazzled, 
that such ignes ",fatui could only be engendered by a 
principle of decay, and that they must continue their 
n1arch in the conlparatively narrow path of strictly 
local reform; resolute, not to be lured by any prize or 
shaken by any danger. Let all \vho \vould, organize 
and declare \var on crilne; but let each locality act for 
itself, and be responsible only to itself. Yet, while 
firlnly avoiding entangling aIliances, all might coöper- 
ate in sentiment and good-fellowship in joint prosecu- 
tion of a noble \vork. 


T\vo friends on the night of the 9th of July \yere 
sitting in the reading-roolll of the Rassette House 
discu
sing the doctriuc of hell. Unable, as \vere not 
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the ear1y fathers, to arrive at an agreelnent as to 
the nature, locality, and dÏIuensions of this ancient 
and lllysterious institution, they fell to fighting about 
it, as many a man and Inany a nation have done in 
tinle past. The battle began ,vith fists and ended with 
pocket-knife stabbing, so that one or the other of then1 
,vas likely soon to go to hell and see for hiulself ,vhat 
sort of a country it ,vas. At length they,vere parted, 
and shortly after the one ,vho used the knife fell into 
the hand8 of the vigilance police, which ,vas hell 
indeed, ,vho took him to the COlllluittee rooms, but 
after due consultation the Executive concluded it ,vas 
a lllatter nlore befitting the court than theluselve8. 
Hence he was turned over to the regular police. It 
,vas chronic crirne alone the COlnmittee cared to touch; 
cases upon ,vhich the ordinary llledicine of la,v courts 
had no effect. Pugilistic electors, stabbing suprel11e 
judges, and political pistol-shooters, these were the 
ganle the vigilants hunted. 
As in the former COllnnittee, thousands of letters 
of a personal character, charging persons ,vith Inis- 
delneanors, ,vere received, ,vritten by men and 'VOlllen 
apparently under the in1pres8ion that the COlllmittee 
appeared in the rðle of SOllle universal panacea, pain- 
killer, or patent nledicine for the cure of every social 
evil. Even if accusations ,vere both crinlinal and true 
it ,vas no part of the Committee's intention to enter 
the arena of private quarrels, or to undertake in any 
,vise to establish equity between men or to do any 
,york which the courts could and would do. 


Another feature of the association ,vas the con- 
sideration for propriety and appearance with ,vhich 
everything was done. The hUlllblest of then1 all 
having voluntarily and ,vith no hope of re,vard conle 
for,vard and ,vritten down his nalne in the service of 
society, felt himself a patriot equally ,vith.the highest, 
felt that he ,vas setting an exalnple, and that he \vould 
do it welL Let it not be forgotten that the rank anù 
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flIe, those ,vho pron1ised obedience, ,vere of the saIne 
stanlp as their leaders, all honest, respectable l11en, 
and Inany of then1 as ,vealthy, cultivated, and able as 
any ,vho sat on executive chairs. 
I t appears that during the first fe,v days of the 
organization, liquors and cigars ,vere ordered in anù 
used in COlnnlon, upon the theory characteristic of 
California, that a cOffilnunity unable or ull,villing to 
provide these luxuries for its preservers ,vas not ,vorth 
the preserving. The 23d of May, ho\vever, the Con1- 
111ittee thought better of it, or rather, they had not 
hitherto thought of it at all, for on that day they re- 
solved, "that the cigars and liquors used up to this time . 
by the executive conlmittee be paid for by equal sub- 
scription by ourselves, and that hereafter each Inelnber 
shall furnish himself ,vith such luxuries should he 
require them; so that this COln111Unity cannot say that 
the Con1mittee have spent their money uselessly." 


The Executive ,vere no less stringent in regulating 
their o\vn follo,vers than in guarding the city froln 
the depredations of villains. There ,vere many in the 
c0111IDunity ,vho sympathized too strongly with the 
C0111mittee, ,vhose zeal ate up their judglnent, \vho 
hovered upon the verge of lnobocracy and \vollld have 
fallen into that anarchical pit but for the steady grasp 
of vigilance upon then1. "There seemed to be a great 
fear on the part of bankers, lnerchants, and ne,vs- 
paper 111en of n10bs," says l\Ir 
lanro\v, "and they 
sent frequently to the Cornn1Ïttee, and ,ve al\vays sent 
,vord to theln that if there ,vas any anticipation of 
that kind "
e ,vould send guards, and ,ve frequently 
did so-po
ted guards to keep the people quiet. 'Ve 
had a large police force in our body and many de- 
tectives constantly on the ,vatch. We kne,v all the 
tinle, through this force, \vhat the la,v and order 
people and others on the outside ,vere doing. I 
renlenlbcr that one of the detectives called n1e out 
one night and said that he had been to a meeting of 
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the Broderick Engine Company, and they had passed 
a resolution to kill me on n1Y ,yay hOITIe. I kne,v at 
that stage of the game they ,vould go after anyone 
of the Committee. But they 11lade no attack, and 
not,vithstanding this resolution I rode up that night 
about t,velve o'clock with n1Y groonl who came for me." 
N either the friends nor the enen1ies of the Com- 
mittee supposed its "vork In ore than begun by the 
punishing of the assassins of Richardson and ICing. 
Thinking men fully realized that it ,vas necessary to 
break in pieces the organized rings ,vhich by fraud 
and violence had attained official position in order the 
more effectually to plunder the public-rings C0111- 
posed of political thieves, differing only from the 
more manly ordinary thieves in stealing according to 
la\vand in making the la,v fit thieving rather than 
quarrel ,vith it. It ,vas necessary to punish or drive 
a,vay the brutal instruments by which these rings had 
defeated the frequent efforts at refOI'lll made by good 
citizens. 
Again on the 30th of May the board of delegates 
met to confirm or disapprove of ,vhat had been done. 
The testimony against J\iulligan, Gallagher, Carr, 
Kearney, and others was read and the verdict of the 
Executive announced. The delegates signified their 
approbation. The case of Mr Ed,vard Bulger ,vas in 
like manner disposed of. The 2d of June the black 
list was taken up and John Crü"\ve, Ira Cole, J aines 
Hennessey, J. W. Bagley, Jalnes Cusick, Terence 
Kelley, James Claughley, Jacob Retchit, Willian1 
}IcGuire, Robert Cushing, and 1fichael Brannigan, 
were ordered to leave the state. John Cooney was 
,varned to refOrlTI his ,vays, for the eyes of the COln- 
n1ittee ,vere upon him. 


The trial of Duane was begun the 3d of June and 
concluded next day, resulting in a sentence of trans- 
portation. The follo,ving preamble and resolution 
are found upon the record: "Whereas, the evidence 
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brought us establishes conclusively that Charles P. 
Duane has for years been a disturber of the peace of 
this community by repeated assaults, often with deadly 
,veapons, upon unoffending citizens, and by his inter- 
ference with our elections; resolved, that he be sen- 
tenced to leave this state in such a n1anner as shall 
hereafter be deternlined, and warned never to return 
under penalty of death." The case of Brace the 
11lurderer, then in jail, and whose term of imprison- 
111ent expired the 5th of J nne, ,vas referred to a 
committee. The black list was called up and conned 
every day. 
l\Ieanwhile Olney and his captains were active 
drilling the military. There were daily exciten1ents 
sufficient to keep alive their interest, sudden calls 
,vhich brought the forces out upon the street in mar- 
tial order. 
In view of the impending collision with the state au- 
thorities, the committee on military affairs, at a meet- 
ing held the 9th of June, proposed a reorganization of 
their forces ,vhiclî should enlbody the entire associa- 
tion, on the following plan: There should be formed 
three infantry regiments, composed of t\VO battalions 
of four companies each; one battalion of artillery, one 
battalion of cavalry, and one French legion. The 
field officers to be for each regiment, one colonel, one 
lieutenant-colonel, and t\VO majors; for the battalions 
of artillery and cavalry one major each; for the French 
legion one colonel and one lieutenant-colonel. The 
officers to be elected, the colonels and lieutenant- 
colonels by the executive committee, and the majors 
Ly the respective battalions. All were to be kept in 
readiness to march at a moment's notice at the order 
of the grand marshal. Present quarters ,vere pro- 
nounced extremely insecure, being open to attack from 
Front and California street se,vers, Commercial street, 
the rear alley, and also being commanded from every 
hil1 in the city, besides being weak in defence from 
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ot.her causes. This conul1ittee then recommended iln- 
111ediate ren10val to 1110re secure quarters, and suggested 
California street near l\fason. No reilloval, ho\vever, 
,vas n1ade, the executive trusting n10re in nlen than in 
\valls. 
There ,vere some fe\v accessions of horsen1en to the 
vigilant guards on Tuesday the 10th of June. General 
drilling continued, but the feature of the day ,vas the 
artillery practice on the street before the C0111nlÎttee 
rOO1l1S under the direction of F. D. Johns. The can- 
nons ,vere collected froln various sources, some of thell1 
being ship's guns clulnsily fastened to running-gear 
,vith ropes and chains, but for purposes of ùefence 
they ,vould do effectual service. All the guns ,vere 
to-day discharged, cleaned, and reloaded, and the 
cannon lnade ready for instant service. In the even- 
ing Let\veen t,vo and three thousand were in arnIS, and 
a stroke of the vigilance bell ,vould have placed as 
lnany nlore by their side. During the afternoon young 
A111erica took the field in the form of sixty little boys, 
,,,,ho a
sembled on Stockton street, and \vith striped 
pantaloons and sticks for s,vords and guns, n1arched 
do,vn to Sacramento street, dre\v up in line of battle 
in front of Fort Vigilance, and demanded of the COlll- 
mittee that they should lay do\vn their arn1S and dis- 
band or treat. Certain spectators, enjoying the sport, 
filled their pockets ,vith nuts and candy, and in return 
the infant band offered to search for 
{cGo,van, or 
attack the la,v and order forces if per111i

ion ,vas 
granted them. During the night run10rs having 
reached the COIDlnittee of a threatened attack, a 
breast\vork of sacks filled ,vith sand ,vas ordered 
thro,vn up in front of the rooms. Drays loaded ,vith 
the sand-bags began to arrive about one o'clock in the 
1110rning of the 11th, and a fortification t\VO hundred 
feet long, thirty feet ,vide, and five feet high, ,vith 
elnbrasures at either end for cannon, ,vas constructed. 
Behind this breast\york the aJ'tillery ,,,as placed in 
position so as to rake all approaches. The guns \vere 
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,veIl manned, and sentinels stationed at every outpost. 
The night, ho,vever, passed quietly. Thus far the la,v 
and order forces con1prised thirteen con1panies uf fro111 
fifty to seventy-five Inen each. No serious fears ,yere 
entertained by the Comn1Îttee, but they deterlnined 
never for a n10ment to be off their guard. Indeed, the 
tinle ,vas rapidly passing in ,vhich it 'v ere possible for 
the governor's proclamation to be sustained. The con- 
stantly increasing strength of the Vigilance Con1nÙttee 
gave their opponents little hope. Loud calls ,vcre nlade 
for officials to resign. One, Halnpton North, city 
marshal, responded. 
This same day the follo\ving report ,vas handed the 
Executive by the comlnittee on foreign affairs: "Tha.t 
the Inarshal has detailed from each company ten Inen 
,yho have their arrns deposited at their respective 
places of residence, and 'v ho have orders in caHe of a 
general alarl1l to report to their comn1anding officer in 
t\VO places, namely, in front of the Oriental Hotel, and 
in front of the l\fonU111ental Engine House." They 
suggested also that the members of the general con1- 
mittee be notified that the signal of recognitiun reconl- 
lnended in case of attack ,vas a ,vhite ribbon placed 
in the top button-hole of the left lapel of the coat, 
the rallying cry in case of difficulty the ,vord 'vigil- 
ants!' They also reported a secret depository of arnlS 
established in the third story of 1\1eS81'8 Arrington's 
store, and also in the store of J. W. Brittan. .L
 plan 
for the protection of the building ,vas also proposed, 
all of ,v11Ïch ,vere adopted. 
Next Ineeting the Executive ordered all arnlS 1'e- 
llloved from head-quarters except five hundred lllUS- 
kets, fifty rifles, fifty shot-guns, and such cannon as 
could be used advantageously in case of attack, and 
that the renlaindèr of the arlns of the association be 
kept part in the hands of l1lel::'lbers anll part in such 
private depositories as should he designated. This 
,vas to prevent the possibility of the entire capture 
of their arms in case Fort Vigilance ,vas taken. l\Ir 
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Sll1iley offered his store as a rallying-point of the 
. executive comnlittee in case they 'v ere cut off from 
head-quarters in the coming anticipated difficulty. 
vVhile proclamations ,vere thus being fuln1inated, 
and the nÚlitary ,vere being prepared to attempt the 
enforcement of the habeas corpus, the executive com- 
u1Ïttee \vere quietly shipping from the country the 
culprits the la,v so itched to grasp. 
A daring attempt ,vas made to burn the Vigilance 
Committee building, between twelve and one o'clock 
Tuesday morning the 17th of June. Shavings placed 
in the rear of the Fulton Iron Works on Davis street 
bet,veen Sacrall1ento and California streets were fired, 
but before the flames had n1ade much progress they 
,vere discovered and extinguished by the vigilance 
guard. 
The black list no,v occupieq the chief attention of 
the Con1111ittee. The cOlnmittee on evidence devoted 
their ,yhole time to procuring testimony against odious 
and disreputable characters, ,vhich ,vas sifted and ar- 
ranged so as to present each in his true light before 
the tribunal. The accused were then put upon trial 
and opportunities offered them for rebuttal. The 
ulatter ,vas determined and placed before the board 
of delegates. Finally tQ the prisoner ,vas disclosed 
the sentence of his judges, and if convicted, the tilne 
of his departure ,vas named, within which tinle his 
affairs here were to be settled. From time to time, 
by steamer and sailing -vessel, as opportunity offered, 
111any thus convicted were shipped out of the country, 
'v hile others ,vere warned, often under seal, that the 
ever ,vatchful eye was on them. In all this the 
greatest care ,vas taken that no injustice should be 
done; at the sanle time proof needed not to be strictly 
legal in order to carry conviction. 
I ,vill cite the case of Cunningham as an example. 
Inforlnation convincing beyond peradventure was 
brought to the Committee that this nlan \vas bad, 
very bad, that he was a f
lse coiner and a robber of the 
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(lead under outrageous circu111stances. The district at- 
torney, ,vho ,vas asked to testify, declared that although 
he kne,v hin1 to be guilty he could not convict hilll 
under the statute, because to do so he Inust have one 
of the identical counterfeit coins issued by hiln; it 
,vas the old-fashioned slug, or fifty-dollar piece. Tho 
Conunittee held the case under exa111ination until they 
,vere thoroughly satisfied that the man was guilty, and 
then they banished hin1 fronl the country. 
Thi:::; ,vas the class of cases ,yhich the Con1n1ittee 
1nade }}lOre particularly its o,vn. N e,v and legally 
provable cases they left to the la,,,. J\lore particularly 
did they decline taking cognizance of cases outside 
their locality, or ,vhat they deternlined as their juris- 
diction-instance the Inatter of the second nlate of 
the steanler Golden Gate. A delegation of pas
engers 
the 15th of June ,vaited on the Committee ,vith the 
request to seize the n1ate and execute justice on hinl, 
but they peremptorily declined taking any action in 
the Inatter. The ConllIlittee referred the delegation 
to the United States COllln1issioner, saying if the conl- 
Inissioner desired their aid they ,vould give it hilll, 
but they ,vould not other,vise interfere. 
Attention ,va8 next turned to in1proper men in 
üflice. ..A..t the meeting of June 15th a con1mittee of 
tlve ,vas appointed to inquire into and report upon 
such county officers as should be invited to resign 
their po
itions; and also to report 'v ho and 'v hat 
po,ver should fill those offices until next election, and 
,yhether appointments could be luade satisfactory to 
the c01l11nittee and to the conl1nunity. A cOllunittee 
,vas also appointed to ,vait on the Inerchants ,vith a 
petition for their signature to the president of the 
United States for the removal of U niteJ States 1\la1'- 
8hal 
fcDuffie. 


Another exodus of crinlinals occurred on Friday, 
the 20th of June, ,vhich \vas likc\vibe a day of purg
- 
tion for San Franci::;cu. It ,vas in all re
pects a Lu::;y 
POl', TRIB., VOL. II. 23 



354 


S'YIFT A
D SILENT 
IECHANIS
I. 


day ,vithin the ,valls of Fort Vigilance. Anlidst the 
shiplnent of prisoners, ne\v arrests, preparations for 
defence, exan1Înation into the conduct of city officials, 
and IDultit1Jdinous other affairs, attention \vas dra\vn 
to\vard dis bandnlen t. 
Two days before a special cOlnnlittee had been ap- 
poin ted to exanline the business affairs of the associa- 
tion, and to report at \vhat tinle it ,vould be practicable 
for the general connnittee to adjourn. It ,vas resolveJ 
by this cOlnmittee and so reported to the Executive on 
the 20th that no new business be taken up after the 
24th instant unless in extrelne cases; that the utmost 
diligence be used to close up all business, and to have 
all verdicts, notices to leave, and sentences executell 
before the 3d day of July; that on the 4th day of 
July a full parade of all troops and of all menlbers 
of the Conl1uittee of Vigilance shall take place under 
the direction of the grand nlarshal in conjunction 
,vith the president and the military cOlnnlittee, ,vho 
\vere charged ,vith all the necessary arrangements; 
that the executive conlmittee give notice on the 4th 
of July that on and after the 5th of July the general 
eOlnnlittee \vill adjourn and that the executive conl- 
luittee and board of delegates continue to meet, and 
the general COffilnittee to hold themselves ready at 
all times to respond to the regular alarID-call of the 
Executive; that in adjourning the con1ffiittee, they 
should give notice that the return of any persons ,vho 
have received notice to leave or \vho have been sent 
out of the country by their orders should be sufficient 
caUbe for an immediate call for the asselnbling of the 
general cOlnnlittee for decisive action. This action 
,vas not kept secret; the notice of the 4th of July 
parade ,vas given out fornlally and infornlally to the 
general body and to the cOlnnlunity. 
The fact is the conln1ittee sincerely desired to avoid 
collision ,vith tho authorities. They ,yere not illtill1i- 
dated Ly threats, as their subsequent action sho\ys. 
They \vere never stronger than no,v, and they kne\v 
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the opposition ,vas not as strong as then1selves. But 
as they dee.rned their ,york essentially finished they 
thought to hasten its close, rather than to prolong it 
unnecessarily in the face of the intense bitterness of 
feeling manifested by their opponents. 
This, ho,vever, ,vas not to be. The history of the 
Vigilance Con1lTIittee ,vas not destined to close here. 
While the hopes of the Committee ,vere freely and 
publicly expressed, that the opposition would recog- 
nize their moderation and respond to their efforts to 
avoid the threatened conflict of arms, the next day 
the COlTImittee were advised that the governor and 
G:eneral Boker ,vere on their way to the city, one 
frOlTI Sacramento and the other from Stockton, each 
,vith military preparations, and that they ,vould 
parade in the streets of San Francisco on the day 
fûllo\ving. General Ho,vard, successor to General 
Sherman, ,vas receiving government lTIunitions fronl 
Benicia, so report ran, and men were standing ready 
to receive and use them. "This ,vas not peace, but 
,val'," says l\ir Coleman, "which we \vere trying to 
avert." There ,vas but one thing to do, and that was 
to intercept those arms and bring them to head-quar- 
ters, and this the Committee set themselves at once 
to do. 


N ever had there arisen in any state an issue whicll 
aroused such bitter feelings in the breasts of the 
minority against the majority. From the first the 
cry of official incumbents and their party sympathizers 
,vas havoc, and let loose the dogs! They ,vould 
butcher half the city if necessary to wreak their ven- 
geance on mercenary pork and flour sellers who had 
dared to call in question the ability and integrity of 
gentlemen of the politico-pistol school. Nor did their 
all-absorbing thirst for revenge cease \vith the dis- 
bandment of the Committee. It galled their arrogant 
blood, it intensified their chivalrous hate to see ,vith 
'vhat consummate skill and dignified self-possession 
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these base-born canaille had so suceessfully achieved 
their noble purpose. For n10nths after,vard their 
journals rankled in their inlpotent rage. The national 
governlnent, the state governlnent, and the denlocratic 
party, they enlisted in their sYlllpathy and against 
the Conln1Ïttee. Politicians and public lllenial::; they 
could C0111111and, but they 'vere not the people. 
As one ob
erves, con1n1cnting upon the course pur- 
sued by the lieralcl: "History is ransacked for illus- 
trations. Ronle, France, Venice, the Holy Inquisition 
ill their ,yorst and bloodiest days, Draco, Robespierre 
,vere all innocent, and even Cerberus, the ,vatch-dog 
of hell, is considered anliable ,vhen contrasted ,vith 
the people of San Francisco." · 
As a rule the Conln1ittee ,vere prayed for fron1 
pulpits. But a 
outhern divine, subsequently 1110bbed 
in his church and expatriated for indulging too freelJ 
his opposition to the north in its ,val' for the union, 
,vent some,vhat out of his ,yay as some thought in 
publishing in the Philadelphia Pf'eSV!lte1
i(ln t,vo and 
a half colun1ns denunciatory of the \Tigilance Conl- 
n1Îttee 111en1bers, ,vhich organization included scarcely 
less than three fourths of his congregation. " In 
this elaborate epistle," says the Bulletill of Octo- 
ber 1st, "the \Tigilance Con1n1ittee of this c.ity is 
attacked in a 111allner that in our opinion if; highly 
unbecolning in a n1inister of the gospel. The ,vriter 
gives as one of the reasons for publishing his letter 
in Philadelphia, that he ,vishe::; to avuid 'local preju- 
dices and 1110n1entary excitenlcnts,' having Leen 'told 
that I nlust pray for the Conln1Ïttee and preach in 
their behalf, and that if nlY sentinlents against thenl 
,yore kno,vn I should lose nlY congregation.' Conling 
froll1 one ,yho clainls to be iUlpartial and unprejudiced 
and ,vho affirn1s that his n1Íssion is to pour oil on the 
troubled ,vaters, and not to create '''Tangling anlong 
his brethren, it nlust nleet, as it Inerits, the severest 
conden1nation of every Christian, or ,ve have yet to 
learn in ,vhat Christianity consists." In an
,ver to 
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,vhich last clause of the quotation it has been sug- 
gested to 111e that in this in
tance Chl'i8tianity COll- 
sisted in-first, love of notoriety; second, love of 
sinners, the pistol and bo,vie-knife chivalry being re- 
garded as chief; and lastly, love of forillulas and 
fanatical dognlas. In this instance the zeal of the 
clel'gyn1an ,vas re,vardeJ by glorious martyrdolll; he 
being hanged in effigy before his church the next 
Sunday and h:1ving the pleasure of a ne,vspaper con- 
troversy for a fe\v days thereafter, both of \vhich he 
hugely enjoyed. 
There \vere feuds and bitter anilTIosities between 
parties, bet,veen individuals, and bet\veen friends and 
brothers; hate rankled in the breast of n1ultitudes. 
Fostered by national prejudices, by partisan pride, and 
by individual intere:st, the conflict on either side as- 
sun1ed an intensity seldonl seen. There is no hate 
like the hate of a brother; there is no ,val' like ci viI 
,val'; and these lnen, hundreds of thenl on both sides, 
,v ere ready to spill the last drop of blood before they 
,vould yield one jot. 
But in the ever varying life and population of this 
Inost cosillopolitan of cities these infelicities 'v ere 
soon forgotten. In the after and more thoughtful 
consideration of the events and of the 111utives ,vhich 
engendered theIn, ,vhat appeared 'so strange to those 
on either side, \vhat appeared so nlOl1strous, so far 
ren10ved fron1 rectitude and good III orals, ,vas regarded 
,vith kinder andlnore charitable eyes, and the nobler 
hearted of both factions Legan to see 80nle shadow of 
truth in the vie\v taken by their opponents. 
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Pin a dishclout to his tail. 
Swift. 


BESIDES these active preparations at home, and 
failing to n10ve to his purpose either the military 
or naval comn1andants of United States forces on 
the Pacific Coast, 
fr Johnson appeals to 'Vash- 
ington. 
On the 19th of June, 1856, the governor ,vrote the 
president a full account of his troubles, and despatched 
his message by the hand of R. A. Thonlpson and F. 
Fo.rman, who sailed by the stean1er of the 20th 
instant. These gentlemen were to supplement the 
governor's appeal and furnish such detail as circun1- 
stances and their po,vers of graphic description could 
comn1and. Their duties ,vere defined in their com- 
missions, that of Mr Thompson's reading as follo\vs: 


"STATE OF CALIFORNIA, EXECUTIVE DEP
RTl\'IEYT, } 
SACRAMENTO, CAL" June 18, I8èJG. 
" SIR : Yon are hereby deputed on behalf of the State of California to pro- 
ceed by the most rapid means of coveyance to the city of 'Vashington, and 
make application to the president of the United States for the use and ser- 
vices of such arms and ammunition, together with the aid of the naval and 
military forces of the United States, as may be required by the executive of 
this state in the suppression of the existing insurrection in the city of San 
Francisco; and also to perform generally such duties as may be deemed 
proper and necessary in the prosecution of such mission. In the performance 
of this duty you will be aided by Colonel F. ,Forman of this city, who is ap- 
pointed by me to the performance of similar services. I will transmit by him 
the necessary papers relating to this subject. I regret to say the arrange- 
ments which it was bclieved could be perfected, whereby a sum of money 
(358} 
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could be placed at your disposal for the expenses of the trip, have proved un- 
successful thus far, and reliance will have to be had on the faith and credit 
of the state for the repayment of your expenses, also for the value of the 
services to be rendered by both of you gentlemen. I will write you more fully 
my views to-morrow. 
"J. NEELY JOHNSON, Governor of California. 
"lIon. R. AU[J1lstus Thompson, San Francisco, Gal." 


Although the governor's letter is some\vhat lengthy 
and repeats l1luch that has already been ,vritten, I 
give it in full, deeming it important that every side 
of this subject should be laid before the reader ,vith 
equal fairness. As a matter of course clue allo\vance 
lllust be lllade for the ex lJal"te statelnents of a lllan 
briulful of J}assion and never over-scrupulous as to 
his facts. 


"EXECUTIVE ÐEP ART:\IE
T, } 
SACRAMENTO CITY, CAL" June 19, 1856, 
" SIR: In view of the existing condition of affairs in the city and county 
of San Francisco in this state, I am constrained to call upon the general 
government through the intervention of your excellency for aid and assistance 
in the enforcement of the laws of this state; and that you may Letter under- 
stand the propriety of readily granting such requests, I would beg leave to 
present a brief recital of events which have recently transpired and rendered 
necessary such application. As early as the 16th of l\Iay last an organization 
styling themselves the Vigilance Committee was formed in that city, secret 
in its character and to the uninitiated its purposes unknO\vn, except as their 
su1sequent acts have developed themselves. Although the presumption is 
that the organization had its origin in the events connected with the shooting 
of l\Ir James King hy Casey on the 14th of the same month, apprehensions 
were entertained from the incendiary appeals of the press and the public ex- 
citement that an attempt would be made to attack the jail where Casey was 
confined, rescue him from the officers of the law, and deal out summary pun- 
ishment to him; in fact an effort was made to do so Ly a mob, prior to this 
organization, but was resisted successfully, In the mean time the mayor had 
called on the military forces of the city, numbering some ten companies, for 
assistance; the sheriff did his utmost to obtain the aid of a posse capable of 
resisting such anticipated attack. It was found that the response in both 
cases was but limited; not more than fifty or sixty of the military could be 
depended on; companies disbanded, large numbers of them joined the Vigil- 
ance Committee, forcibly placed in the possession of that organization arms 
and accoutrements, including the only two pieces of artillery belonging to the 
state which had been issued to them as volunteer companies by the state, and 
not one in ten of those summoned by the sheriff would obey his call. It 
seemed as if a universal panic had seized upon the people, and the fear of this 
formidable organization impelled law-abiding and law-observing citizens gen- 
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erally to shrink from the responsibility resting on them as citizens owing to 
the constitution and laws of the state, On the 17th of this month, when it 
was manifest that neither a military nor a citizen force could be ol)tained in 
defending the jail, an armed body, estimated at three or four thousand persons, 
marched to the jail and demanded the delivery of two prisoners, cascyand 
Cora, The sheriff was powerless, the few men he had about him would have 
constituted no impediment in the way of these superior numhers, and resist- 
ance was useless; he was forced to give up the prisoners, A few days later 
this same hody, from the windows of their place of meeting, hung thc two 
men referred to, ]
urthermore they proceed to arrest various individuals, 
sear(jh the houses of mauy of the best citizcns on the most frivolous aud 
groundless pretext, establishing a system of espionage OTer the COllyerSa- 
tion anlI movements of reputahle citizens, male or female, wholly unknown 
to the laws or usuages of a republican form of government, At length for 
one of the parties arrested by order of this self-constituted tribunal, on appli- 
cation l)cing made to one of the judges of our supreme court, he issued a 'NTit 
of habeas corpus, The sheriff was prevented by the resistance of this armed 
body of men from serving it; and a few days later the party for whom this 
writ .was issued, in company with several other citizens forcibly trausported 
beyond the state, by different modes of conveyance and to different places- 
report says China, Australia, ana the Sandwich Islan<1s, In the mean time 
one of the number they had arrested and whilst in their custody, learning his 
sentence of banishment from the country, rather than submit to it, committed 
suicide in the cell where they had confined him, On the 3d day of the pres- 
ent month I issued a l)roclamation, a copy of .which I enclose in the form of a 
printed slip, declaring the county of San Francisco in a state of insurrection, 
To General \V 001 I had previously, in a personal interview, detailed the con- 
dition of affairs, of which matters he was fully informed other",ise, At such 
interview he unhesitatingly promised me, on the representation made him that 
we were almost wholly destitute of arms, and oî ammunition we had none, to 
fun1Ísh on my requisition when we wante<1 them such arms and ammunition 
as we desired, "1'ithin one or two days after the issuance of my proclamation, 
of which I duly notified him, I made a recquisition on General \V 001 for cer- 
tain anns anù ammunition to be furnished 
Iajor-general \V, T, Sherman, in 
command of the state troops at 
an Francisco, hut to my great surprise he 
refused, alleging that he had no authority so to do in any case, To show him 
that the necessities of the case were of such an urgent character as should 
induce a compliance with my request, I communicated with him again, a 
copy of which letter, dated June 7th, I herewith enclose, To this his reply 
was as before, a peremptory refusal to furnish any part of such requisition, 
In the mean time the Yigilance Committee continued to arm themselves with 
muskets, a large quantity of which they early procured; guns of various 
calibre, ranging from six to thirty-two pounders, numbering near or about 
thirty pieces; crected fortifications in the central business portion of th
 city; 
proceeded with the trial aud conviction of various persons; and now have in 
their custody several citizcns. while others have been compelled to flee for 
l)rotection and safety to remote parts of the state, 
"During all this, warlike demonstrations are proceeùed with, members of 
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their organization, on the streets and public assemblages, and through the 
columns controlled and directed by them, the most violent harangues and in- 
flammatory appeals are indulged in, both against the general and state 
governments, and at least one of their organs comes out boldly and defiantly 
against existing authority and calls upon the 'people to assemble and fonn a. 
new government, The power and authority of the state is set at naught. 
These unlawful proceedings cannot be arrested, simply because we are desti- 
tute of arms and ammunition wherehy to equip a force capable of coping with 
them, which, it is now said, numbers six or seven thousand with their sym- 
}1athizers in large numbers outside, At most we have not muskets and rifles 
enough to arm six hundred men; ordnance and ammunition we have none. 
I would therefore most urgently ask that you transmit orders to the officer 
who is or may be commanding the Pacific dÏ\Tision, to issue to the state author- 
ities on the requisition of the executive, such arms and ammunition as may 
be needed for the purpose of the insurrection; at least the number and quantity 
specified in the requisition I made on General 'V 001, as appears in a post- 
script of the enclosed copy of my communication to him of June 7th. 
"I would also urge the importance of transmitting such orders to the officer 
commanding this department to render such assistance in arms and ammuni- 
tion at any future period as may be required by the executi,'e for the pur- 
pose of enforcing obedience to the constitution and laws, as it is feared the 
example afforded by the present organization may extend its influence to 
other localities, in all probability to renew the present one, even after dis- 
banding their forces. In conclusion I would add, without the aid which is 
now sought at the hands of the general government, the state authorities can 
no longer afford protection to its citizens or punish the lawless acts this body 
of men have been guilty of; and with impunity they may and doubtless will 
proceed with such acts of aggression and disobedience towards the government 
as will ultimately result in its entire destruction, I would beg lca,-e to refer 
you to the Hon, R, Augustus Thompson, recently U, S, Land Commissioner 
for this state, and Colonel F, Forman, now the postmaster of the city, who 
are deputed by me to lay this communication before your excellency, for a 
more detailed and minute relation of these affairs than can conveniently be 
embodied in a written communication, Your earliest possible attention to 
this matter is extremely desirable, 
"Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"J, NEELY JOHXSO
, Governor of California, 
" Iii;.; Excellency Franklin Pierce, Presi.dent of the United States, Jrash- 
iu[]ton, D, C," 


To this comnlunication the president, through Sec- 
retary 1\Iarcy, lllade reply in these ,vord
: 


"DEPART
'lEXT OF 
TATE, } 
'Y ARHINGTOK, July 19, 185ß, 
"SIR: The president has received your communication of June 19th, rep- 
resenting that an illegal association in the city of San Francisco had O\"cr- 
powered by force public authority there, and requesting the aid of the Uniteù 
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States to enable you to maintain the government and enforce the laws of the 
state, The president has given to the subject the most careful consideration. 
He is deeply impressed by the anomalous condition and dangerous tendency 
of affairs in San Francisco, as set forth in your letter, and is prepared, when- 
ever exigency arises demanding and justifying his interposition, to render 
assistance to suppress insurrection against the government of a state, and 
maintain the supremacy of the laws in the mode and to the extent of the 
authority vested in him by the constitution and acts of Congress of the United 
States. 
"In the present case, serious doubts of his lawful power to proceed in the 
manner indicated by you having occurred to the president, he referred the 
question to the attorney-general for advisement, and the conclusions sub- 
mitted by that officer have, on full reflection, been decided by the president 
to constitute insuperable obstacles to the action now desired of the general 
government. The report of the attorney-general is enclosed for your informa- 
tion. The president will not allow himself to believe that the prevalence of 
rash counsels and lawless violence still continues in San Francisco. He con- 
fidently trusts that the citizens of California who have suffered themselves to 
Le betrayed, by whatever inducements, into violations of the public peace of 
so dangerous a character, will already have resumed their obedience to the 
laws, and that hereafter, instead of assuming to act independently of the con- 
stituted authority, they will, as good citizens, coöperate with it in the earnest 
endeavor to secure a prompt, impartial, anù vigorous administration of justice, 
in the only way in which the life, l)roperty, and rights of the people can be 
protecteù effectually, that is by faithful conformity with the constitution and 
laws of the state. 
" I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


"W. L. J\IARCY. 
" Ilis Excellency J. Neely Johnson, Governor of Galifo'J'nia." 


The spirit of Attorney-general Cushing's opInIon 
is en1bodied in 1Ir Marcy's despatch. It is too long 
for insertion here. The attorney-general says there is 
no evidence" in "\vhat has thus occurred at San Fran- 
cisco that there has been committed or threatened 
any act of resistance or obstruction to the constitu- 
tion, la,vs, or official authority of the United States." 
He discusses the po"\vers of the president, under the 
constitution, to introduce 111ilitary force into a state, 
and considers that the present case does not justify 
interference either by calling out a 11lilitia force or in 
other respects acceding to the governor's request. 
Even had federal interference been invited through 
the legislature in due forTIl, the statute authorized hÜn 
only to employ United States forces, or to call out 
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the militia of some other state, the la\v presunlÏng the 
governor of a state al,vays competent to call out his 
o\vn militia. There ,vere no conditions of pressing 
exigency, no deeds of outrage, no shock of battle. 
The trouble ,vas in the regulations of confederation; 
no provision had been made for subduing the people 
of the state to the ,viII of one nlan. The constitu- 
tional po\ver of the state \vas the Vigilance Conlmit- 
tee. This po\ver ,vas not at the conlnland of l\Ir 
Johnson. Although the president might have in his 
discretion the moral po\ver, l\Ir Cushing did not think 
there existed sufficient legal excuse for him to grant 
the governor's request. 
Affairs, indeed, \vere in a singular condition \vhen a 
governor of a state applies for Inilitary aid to be used 
against a majority of the people ,vho elected him. 
The president appeared in no ,vay excited over the 
condition of things. When asked by Senator Toombs 
,vhat course he intended to pursue in reference to the 
requisition of the governor of California, he replied 
that he should take no action at present, that the 
legislature must first convene, and if they refused to 
act it ,vould be the duty of the federal governnlent to 
interfere. Furthernlore, letters from responsible per- 
SOIlS in California assured him that existing troubles 
,vould probably be all settled ,vithin thirty days. 
I t ,viII be seen by tIle perusal of these doculllents 
that the president wished just then to evade the issue; 
that he regarded or affected to regard the application 
as not in proper form, as it should have COllle through 
the legislature. He declines to interfere at this junc- 
ture, except to protect the men and property of the 
United States. With all hi8 onli
sions and n1Ïsrcpre- 
sentation
 the case does not seenl sufficiently strong to 
\varrant the general governnlent in interfering. 
The attitude assluned by the president and his 
party forcibly illustrates the unrighteous ,vorkings of 
the governnlental systelTI of this greatest of repub- 
lics. Pierce and his adillinistration ,vore opposed to 
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the action of the Vigilance COITImittee, and I believe 
,vould have directed \V 001 to blo\v up the Sacramcnto- 
street building but for the fact that just then parties 
at \Vashington ,vere organizing for a presidential 
canlpaign, and to suppress an insurrection at that 
tÌ1ne \vould have been inlpolitic. It ,vas \vell for San 
)3'rancisco at the lTIOlTIent, that the president of the 
United States ,vas, as are nearly all politicians, n101'e 
firnlly ,vedded to party than to principle; but blush, 
oh! Alnericans, for your rulers, and seek not an10ng 
then1, those \vho like this same lTIuch vilified COlTI- 
lllittee of Vigilance unselfishly offer their lives, their 
property, their honor a sacrifice to the nloral integrity 
of their city! When shall ,ve have honest rulers, 
111en \vho enter office not for purely selfish purposes, 
and ,vho ,villnot serve in office for their o\vn aclvance- 
lllent only and irrespective of the public good? So 
President Pierce hides his head under a transparent 
subterfuge and says he cannot suppress insurrection 
unloss application for federal interference be Inade 
through the state legislature. 
"One thing is certain," argues an ab]e la,v and 
order ,vriter upon the present attitude of aflairs, 
"the acts of the \Tigilance Con1111ittee \vhether right 
or \vrong on III oral grounds canuever be legitinlatized 
except by successful revolution; and by a. consti tu- 
tional necessity such revolution Cdin be eff8cteJ Oll]Y 
by the overthro,v of the state governUlent, and a vic- 
tory achieved on land over the po,ver of the ,vhole 
nation. That po,ver has already been invoked. 
r:-rhat a casus fæderis is presented by the papefs that 
ha ve gone for\vard, there can be no reasonaL]e doubt, 
and ,vhat the action of the general goverIUl1ent \vill 
be in vie\v of its o\vn precedents, can hardly be a 
111atter of serious question. There are in fact but 
t\VO courses; one is revolution ternlinating in a Pa- 
cific enlpire or in subjugation and its incidents. The 
other is for the Vigilance COlllll1Ïttee to stop exactly 
\v here they IlO\V are and bide the consequences of all 
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that is passed, trusting to t1le general judgment for iU1- 
111Ullity fronl that legal responsibility \vhich they think 
they have the right to ciaiIn. The consequences 
adverted to are less fornlidable to-day than they 
\",ill be to-lllorro'v, and to- nl0rrO\V they ,viII be le
s 
portentous than the day after. So far chastisenlent 
has been visited on those unly \vho ,vere guilty of 
crÏ1ne kno\vn as such to the la 'v of the land, and 
therefore every sentience that has been pronounced 
has been ratified by the verdict of the people." 
This specious line of argU111ent lllay be ans\vered in 
a \vord. The Vigilance Connnittee did not seck to 
legitinlatize their proceedings, did not care \vhether 
the fruit of their action ,vas called I a\'"fu] or bastard. 
Born of necessity, though out of the legal fornls of 
,yedloek, the purpose ,vas as pure as ,vas the virgin's 
conception, and the offspring of their acts as holy as 
\vas her child. As to the ilnpossiLility of any other 
solution of the dilenuna than one of the t,,"o 1110n- 
tionell, I 11a ve only to point to the sequel. .L
 
straightfor\vard honorable path, leading to the grand- 
est and. nlost satisfactory results, ,vas found and un- 
\,"averillgly pursued by the executive COlllluittee, and 
it \yas neither uf the inevitable pathH pre
cribed by 
the la \v and order faction. 
Says the X evaòa Journal of the 27th of June on 
the situation: 
" Upon the requisition of the governor of a state the president is bound 
to hring the force of the nation to suppress a re'
olt against 'the legal state 
authorities, I..iving as we do far removed from the power of the Union, it 
cannot be directell against us till the people have quite thoroughly purged 
themselves of the unwholesome causes of th
 complaint
 and restored health 
for the present and Eome time in the future, 
"By proclamation a state of civil war actually exists, The people are 
opposed by authorities they ha\'e once delegated with power fill' a certain 
length of time which has not yet éxpircd, But the governor awl his adher- 
ents can claim nothing but the shadow of force, Thc constitution lllay he 
appealed to, but it furnishes them with ncither men, arms, nor llloney. The 
records of the last guhernatorial eaIn'ass lllay he show11, t]}(' commission of 
the executive, his inaugural, and the recorded history of his many vetoes, 
lwoofs conclusive of the highest authority, but they avail nothing against the 
sovereign will of the people at this momcnt, The delegated voice of the 
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state, so far as San Francisco is concerned, has been revoked for a time, A 
large proportion of the available arms in the country, except those belonging 
. 
to the general go\?ernment, are in the hands of the people. In point of num- 
bers and munitions of war, the governor is powerless compared with the Vig- 
ilance Committee and their supporters. He cannot do much damage if he 
would. 
"Under such circumstances, knowing that the sole design of the people 
of San Francisco is to obtain their rights as citizens and secure them for the 
future, without a desire to subvert the civil authority of the state, only so 
far as necessary for immediate self-protection, it is not difficult to see what 
the result of the affair at San Francisco will finally be. The president can 
move no number of men or arms sufficient to put down the people of this 
state in a shorter period than three months, and long ere that time will have 
expired peace and quietness will once more reign among us. The rascals 
who have so long contaminated the fountain of justice will have been extir- 
pated, and nothing will be left deserving the sword and bayonet when the 
United States troops arrive, should they arrive at all, which is extremely 
problematical. 
"'Yith the restoration of civil authority a new era in the history of our 
state, young in years but old in vice, may be reckoned to commence, That 
standard of virtue kno"",'11 in older communities we hope will be emulated 
hereafter among our people. The ruffianism which has characterized the 
state, giving it the reputation of being the hell of the world, will we trust be 
known no longer. Give California but a fair and spotless name to which the 
hest efforts of San Franciscans are fearlessly devoted, and with her mild cli- 
mate, unbounded and undeveloped wealth, and her ample fields for the display 
of energy and enterprise, immigrants will pour in upon the coast, making the 
wcs
rn arm of the republic powerful and its people prosperous and happy 
 
'Ve trust that the effect of the Vigilance Committee will end in so great and 
desirable a blessing." 


Ho\v lnuch better, ho\v mucll \viser it would have 
been for la\vyers and officials, so far as their duties of 
office \vould permit them, and the incendiary, denun- 
ciatory gubernatorial and nlilitary la\v and order ele- 
lnent, to have heartily seconded the people in their 
effort to crush the viper villainy I 
rhen the \vork 
,vould have been short, the result decisive, and both 
the political and bu'siness parties \vould have soon 
settled back into their former routine. Sheriffs and 
police officers might have hunted crinlinals side by 
side ,vith t,he people, and on catching them, if the lat- 
ter ,vished to do the dirty work of hanging, and their 
11 un1 bers ,yere such as to overpo\ver the officials, so 
that they \vere not ll1ade responsible for the conse- 
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quences, of what had they to con1plain? Neither 
governor nor judges need have forlnally sanctioned the 
illegal acts of the \Tigilance COlnn1Ïttee, but as long 
as they perceived that this ,vas an organization of 
pure elen1cnts, sustained by a large n1ajority of the 
people
 and doing in a n10st cool and orderly \\ray a 
lllost necessary ,vork, ,vould it not have been ,vise in 
thenl to hayo reined in their hot tempers, smothered 
their personal pride, and let tho people alone for a 
tiu1e. True, it ,vouid not have been easy for men so 
constituted, so educated, so filled ,vith the chivalrous 
idea, to do. But it ,vould have been patriotic, it \vould 
have partaken of the highest, holiest patriotislTI; for 
true patriotislTI consists not in the advanceU1ent of self, 
but of the elevation and ennobling of one's country. 
The denunciatory policy adopted by law and order' 
,vriters and orators ,vhen logical argu111entatiol1 failed 
then1 \vas most dalnaging to their cause. \Titupera- 
tion never n1akes converts. Invective is the last re- 
sort of ,veak dialectics. Compare the falnous incendiary 
Sacran1ento speech of General I-Io,vard and the foJ- 
lo,ving not unfair spccin1en of the IIeral<l' s editorial
; 
\vith the calm, dignified, and logical address of tho 
cxecutive committee to the people, of the 9th of J nnc. 
If the \veakness of arglunent be in accordance \vith 
the intensity of abuse, then the la\vless law men ,vcre 
truly in a bad ,yay: 
"'Vhat the old prophets and perfectionists desired long but died without 
the sight," writes ßlr Nugent the 7th of July, "it was to be the reward aml 
precious boon of these latter-day saints of the Vigilance Committee and its 
affiliates to behold. 'Ye were assured, as were the South Carolinians of 1832, 
that the mea.ns to effect all this were simple, cheap, easy, and expeditious; 
that no harm could come of it; that it was a movement of the people, for the 
benefit of the people, sanctioned and applauded by the people; that those 

ssuming this absolute power and despotic Jominion over the laws, and over 
the lives, property, and liberty of the citizens, without-so tender was their 
regard for the people-even putting the dear people to the trouble of meeting, 
or acting or expressing in any intelligible or authentic shape their wishes; 
that these directors and autocrats were good men and pure, allli noble and in- 
corruptible; indeed all the laudatory adjectives of the language were exhausted 
ill their praise, True, no one knew even their names, except by vague guess 
anù surmise; true, no one knew anything of their antecedents; true, no one 
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h:ul or could have any assurance from anything they had ever done, that men, 
unknown even in their own city, suddenly were inspired with all statesman- 
like and patriotic qualities. 'Vhat of that? 'Vere they not 'our best, purest, 
most respectable, and wealthiest citizens'? But in what they had ever shown 
a peculiar purity, or how it follows that wealth in California is irrefragable 
proof of virtue and respectability, we were not informed, 'Yith an amiable 
credulity, we took all that in trust. It was true that in this great refonn 
movement members were enlisted whose very names were synonymous with 
everything that was odious anù disgusting in fraud and crime. Bankers, 
whose spoil had been the hard-earned bread of the mechanic and the miner, 
the washerwoman and the daily laborer; who had held out fraudulent assur- 
ances to the widow and the orphan, to the aged and infirm, and to the sick 
and disabled, to deposit the scanty provision which might support poyerty in 
its night of want, or protect age in its feebleness and decrepitude. 
Ierchants, 
whose raging lust for gold, as hot as Pizarro's and his crew, hazarded the lives 
of their fellow-citizens through the slow process of famine, by illegally fore- 
stalling the market and raising the price of the necessaries of life to unheard 
of rates; and even then, if the tale may be believed, selling deteriorated and 
adulterated articles for sound and wholesome provisions! And of that long 
series of mercantile crimes, of fraudulent invoices, of smuggling, of false ac- 
counts and settlements of consignees, of fraudulent bankruptcies, of all the 
long list of crimen falsi, forgeries and breaches of trust included; of the long, 
Llack catalogue which has made San Francisco, more than it6 crimes of vio- 
lence, a scoffing and a byword, not only throughout the state, but through- 
out the world--how many representatives were not found in connection or 
sympathizing with this Vigilance Committee? And yet this pm' excellence 
mercantile diet can find no time and no subjects for the punishment and 
exposure of mercantile crimes! ...\.h, no, not they! Cheating, swinùling, 
fraud, perjury, forgery, embezzlement, smuggling, beggary of thousands of 
poor mechanics and laborers and widows are nothing; provided always that 
they are done in a commercial way and not in a political way; but the man 
who shoots or stabs or stuffs a ballot-box must exclusively be the victim of 
punishment by these merchant princes." 


Ay, there ,vas the rub! I t ,vas n10st hunlÍliating, 
Inost galling to lofty-minded 111011 of learning and 
chivalry, to fire-eating 111en of la\v and bo\vie-knives, 
,,"ho
e patriotism ,vas 11lerchanòise, to see these l11en 
of merchandise display that true self-sacrificing patri- 
otism ,vhich in the111Selyes existed only in nanle. 'Vhat 
,vas Johnson's patriotisnl 
 Pride of position; petty 
tyranny; ,vounded 
elf-Iove. 'Vhatwas lVlcGo,van's pa- 
triotisnl? Self-glorification; p0111pOliS d.isplay; blood- 
and-thunder greatness. "That "Tas Casey's patriotisll11 
Partisan jealousy; nlalignant passion; blood-thirsty 
revenge. 'v
hat ,vas Nugent's patriotis111? Sectional 



P ATRIOTISl\1 OF POLITICIANS. 


369 


superciliousness; vindictive regrets in having en1barked 
in a \vrong course \v hich \vould be 1nore ruinous no\v 
to leave than to continue. Descending to lesser official 
1ninions, la\vyers, judges, sheriffs, political scene- 
shifters and ,vire-pullers, and the myriads of legal 
leeches that prey upon the people, \ve find patriotisnl 
a by\vord, a byword loudly mouthed, \vhile their 
hearts are hollo\v and their voices brassy. \Vith theln 
patriotislll is political pap; a house to live in; bread 
and whiskey money. C01npare such patriotisln, in 
all candor compare it \vith the patriotism of Oole- 
111an, of Delnpster, of Truett, and all the others of 
that volunteer army of eight thousand and more" de- 
voted men, who staked their lives and fortunes for 
the vindication of social n10rality and good citizen- 
ship. Was it glory they sought? No. They acted un- 
seen, unkno\vn; their deeds \vere untrulllpeted; their 
identity they sunk in their cause; their names even 
,vere converted into nun1erals. Was it the lust of 
po\ver that called them into action 1 No. For they 
\vere already the sovereign po\ver, and had they longed 
for office there ,vere the regular and easier channels 
open to thenl. Was it position, occupation, Inoney? 
No. Already they held positions esteenled by the1n 
as much higher than those of legislator and governor, 
as these latter esteemed theirs above those of Iner- 
chant and Inechanic. And a8 for occupation and 
money, they neglected better occupations than the 
state could offer them, and their o\vn n10ney they 
poured out like ,vater, sin1ply for the sake of serving; 
and \vith their gold they \vere ready to pour out their 
live8. I find that nothing but pure patriotism actu- 
ated them; but seek not such as this in elections, 
in legislative halls, in the jumping-jack gyration
 
of political mountebanks, or in the bladder- blo\vn 
principles of party or polity. Patriotism lies in the 
hearts of the people, not upon the slippery tongues of 
politicians. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 


ARREST OF TERRY, JUDGE OF THE SUPRE
IE COURT. 


Lo! with crooked judgments runs th'avenger stern 
Of oaths forsworn, and eke the murmuring voice 
Of Justice rudely dragged, where base men lead 
Thro' greed of gain, and olden rights misjudge 
With verdict pervßrse. She with mist enwrapt 
:Follows, lamenting homes and haunts of men, 
To deal out ills to such as drive her forth, 
By custom of wrong judgment, from her seats. 
Hesiod. 


"V E enter now upon scenes yet more startling, \vhere 
the Executive assume doubtful po\vers, and \vhere the 
people in organized bands display a skill and a cour- 
age \vhich overshado,v even the achievement at the 
Broad,vay jail on the quiet Sunday preceding King's 
death. "On the 21st," says 
Ir Colema.n, "\ve had 
precipitated upon us the most unexpected and the 
severest task which fell to our lot during the year." 
I t ,vas a circumstance deeply to be regretted, re- 
garded indeed by the Committee as a calalnity, that 
a judge of the supreme bench should leave his duties 
and his seat at Sacramento, come to San Francisco, 
and go about the streets openly and violently de- 
nouncing, the Committee and its sympathizers, using 
all his influence among his hot-headed friends to pre- 
cipitate a collision bet\veen peace-loving citizens. 
The fact is there \vere certain of these Lloody- 
Ininded individuals \vho \vere determined the C01n- 
n1Ïttee should not retire \vithout a fight. l'heir anger 
\vas flan1ing for a fray. "The secret of the greater 
part of the opposition to the ,rigilance COlll111ittce," 
says l\Ir Delllpster, ",vas the bitter feeling on the part 
( 370 ) 
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of the pro-slavery party, which had long controlled 
the state, and \v hich, unable to nlanipulate the Vigi- 
lance COlumittee, looked \vith dread to its peaceable 
disbandnlent, as in that case its leaders \vould remain 
the future leaders of the people." 
It ,vas to make of the Pacific States a slave empire 
that the chiefs of that party had proposed disnlember- 
nlent from the federal union, even \vhile begging the 
aid of the federal authority against the only true 
federal supporters. Others sought to commit the vigi- 
lance party to a revolutionary policy, to that end 
,vriting articles for the public press ,vhich professed 
to enlbody the vie\vs of the C0111nlittee in regard to a 
change in state government. The law party, no\v well 
organized, strong in its compactness, and nlurderously 
determined, could not endure the thought of disbanll- 
nleut until the Committee had perpetrated some act 
destructive of its influence. The influence \vhich 
,vould flo\v from a series of attempts so remarkably 
free from failure was to be dreadeJ. 
As \ve have seen, runlors \vere rife inilllical both to 
the Conlmittee's peaceful continuance and peaceful re- 
tirenlent. The law party were hedging thenl round 
at honle, and invoking federal thunderbolts frolll the 
other side of the continent. There \vas but one thing 
for the COl1llllittee to do, \vhich \yas to intercept the 
arlllS said to be the state's quota, obtained surrepti- 
tiously and shipped from Benicia by Goyernor J ohn- 
son to General Ho\vard at San Francisco. The 
enenlY must be nlet on his o\vn ground; and this they 
ilnmediately set about doing. 
"I have correct information," ,vrites James Hutton 
of the schooner Bianca to the Executive on ]"'riday 
the 20th of June, "\vhere the llluskets are that the 
la,v and order party have stolen, and ,yill yoluntcer 
to go in my schooner and try to bring the RaU1C to the 
COllln1ittee of Vigilance roollls." Captain IIutton 
,vas perrnitted to go \vith the Executiye's benediction; 
and the director of police \vas ordered to ùetach IHen 
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sufficient to seize the arlns and bring t.hem to head- 
quarters. They ,vere found on board a schooner 
loaded '\vith bricks, ,vhich was nearing the \vharf: 
Captain Hutton ran alongside of her; the vigilants 
jumped on board, and ,vithout saying a ,vord turned 
up a fe,v layers of bricks and caIne upon t,velve cas
s 
of rifles and six cases of ammunition, 'Vllich \vere 
taken ,vithout ceremony. 
The thanks of the Executive were tendered Captain 
Hutton ,vith permission to embark in other adven- 
tures, but in those he ,vas anticipated by others of 
the COlnnlittee eager for honors. The next day after 
Captain Hutton's success a detachment of t\venty- 
t,vo vigilants was sent by the Conlmittee to intercept 
certain arms and munitions of war on their ,yay to 
the city from Corte 
fadera, said to have been sent 
frOlTI Sacramento to the state-prison, there to be 
cleaned and put in order for the la,v party. The 
vigilants embarked in the sloop lJIClZ,vina and proceeded 
to Corte Madera, ,vhere they overhauled the schooner 
lrIClTÙJOsa. Running the sloop alongside, the vigil- 
ants, whose cocked pistols kept the crew quiet, leaped 
on board, and on lifting the hatches found eleven cases 
of muskets and three boxes of pistols. San1 Bantanl 
and the Benicia Boy, t\VO notorious characters, ,vere 
on board, but in vie,v of the circumstances they had 
little to say. In less than ten minutes fronl the tin1e 
the lJIalvinct grappled the lJIarÏjJosa, the weapons were 
transferred from the sC,hooner to the sloop, the lJIa'l'i- 
lJosa was cast loose, and the ....
Ialvina ,vas on her \vay 
to San Francisco. About five o'clock the party landed 
at Clay street, where they were met by a large body 
of vigilant infantry who escorted them and their 
capture.in triumph to the Committee rooms. 
The information of this shipnlent of arms was con- 
veyed to the Committee in the follo,ving letter: 


" VALLEJO, June 20, 1856. 


"Gentlemen of tlw Vigilance Gommittee:- 
"I have just received some information which I deem it my duty to 
communicate to you by the Napa boat, which will be along in a few minutes. 
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A boat or ship's launch arriyed here last ni.ght or early this morning, with arms 
011 board, supposed to have been taken from Benicia, either procured from the 
friends of the law and order party, or stolen from the United States arsenal 
there; as they express a fear that Gen, 'V 001 will get wind of it the latter is 
<Iuite probable. They have also some state-prison convicts on board, and state 
their intention of going to Corte ::\Iadera to get the arn1S cleaned by the con- 
victs, and it is inferred they will take the arms from there to the law and 
order party in San Francisco, One of the party is a notorious fellow, known 
as the fighting boy of Benicia; a large, tall man by the name of Heenan, 
"The information was obtained from them when they came ashore to get 
their breakfast this morning at the '''" ashington Hotel, the proprietor of which 
is in league with the law and order party. They were somewhat communica- 
tive, not khowillg that any but their friends were present. Two men em- 
ployed at the hotel gave the information, and although it is somewhat vague, 
Jet there is every reason to believe that there is something wrong going on. 
1\11' Richardson, the stage-driver, has just gone or is about to go to Benicia 
to inform Gen, 'V 001 of the facts, As the tide will not turn for three hours 
they cannot leave for that time. If a steamer could be had on the arrival of 
this, they might be overhauled in the bay before reaching the state-prison. 
The vessel is a sloop, her Il
me I have not learned, and there is not time to 
gain more particulars before the boat leaves. 
" Yours, respectfully, C. E. 'VETMORE, .Jlerchant, 
"P. 8.-1 refer to J. H. Coghill & Co. I gave the information in regard 
to Cusick." 


Again on this saIne eventful Friday information 
canle to 
farshal Doane that certain arms, the prop- 
erty of the state of California, directed to J. N eel y 
Johnson, Sa.cramento, ,vere kno,vn to be on board the 
schooner Julia, then on her ,vay frolli the Sacran1ento 
River to San Francisco. The grand lllarshal gave 
iUlmediate notice to the Executive, ,vho authorized 
him to take such steps for their capture as be should 
deelll expedient. This adventure ,vas pregnant \vith 
nlomentou8 re
ults. 
Calling to hinl the chief of the ,vater police, the 
grand marshal said: 
" Have you a slllall vessel ready for ilnmediate ser- 
vice ?" 
"YeR; a sloop at the foot of this street." 
"Be ready to sail in half an hour." 
The nlarshal then SUlllllloned John L. Durkee, and 
ga ve instructions. 
" Detail t\velve men for special duty." Within ten 
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1l1inutes Durkee announced hilllself ready. "At the 
foot of this street," said Doane, "you ,viII find a snlall 
sloop lllanned and a"raiting your order. Take it and 
diligently cruise the bay to,vard its northern end for a 
"Vessel supposed to have arms on board intended for 
the enenlY; ,vhen found, board her, and bring to these 
rOOlllS such lllunitions of ,val' as you 111ay find." 
vVhen J a1l1es I{ing of vVilliaul ,vas shot, John L. 
Durkee ,vas a nlelnber of the city poliee. About t,vo 
,yeeks after, he resigned his position and jo
ned the 
yigilant police. The IGth of August he 'vas appointed 
deputy director of police at a salary of t\venty-five 
dollars a ,veek. 
lr Durkee ,vas one of the nlost 
faithful and efficient officers on the roll of the Conl- 
n1Íttee. He was extremely quick at comprehension, 
and steady of execution. In a reillarkable degree he 
possessed the faculty of success; ,vhatever he under- 
took, if it was ,vithin the bound of the possibilities, he 
accon1plished. SOfie tin1e after the disbandnlent of 
the COllln1ittee he ,vas made fire nlarshal of the city 
of San 
-'rancisco; and under his thorough and skillful 
lnanagement the service has been brought to a pro- 
ficiency second to none in Anlerica. The great re- 
sponsibility resting on hinl, and the high character he 
has ever sustained, he is ,vholly,vorthy of. Of his 
proillptness in answering the call of duty, of his cool- 
ness and efficiency in times of danger, no less than of 
his high integrity and l110desty of denleanor, I can 
bear grateful testinlony; but for his skill and courage 
in extinguishing a dangerous fire ,vhich threatened illY 
Library I should not no, v be ,vriting his history. 
It ,vas thought by S0111e that the plan of sending 
into the bay vessels having a fe\v 111uskets on board, 
and then accidentally, as it ,vere, conveying notice of 
the fact to the vigilants, originated \vith the Inen 
of law, ,vith the object of entrapping the Conlmittee 
into a seizure ,vhich would subject them to a charge 
of piracy under existing United States la\v, thereby 
forcing the issue ,vhich they so much longed for Le- 
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t,veen the C0111111ittee and the general guvernluent. 
But of this there ,vas no proof; and if such ,vas the 
case it did not frighten the Con11nittee fron1 the risk. 
Durkee immediately set sail, taking ,vith hinl 
Charles E. Rand as his lieutenant. It ,vas no,y 
dra,ving to,vard dusk, Friday evening. Cruising 
northward Durkee can1e to anchor in San Pablo 
Bay, ,vind and tide being against him. Presently he 
again set sail and overhauled several vessels, but 
found nothing ans,vering the description of the one 
they sought. The search ,vas kept up until nearly 
midnight. In the darkness it was ,vith difficulty the 
vigilants could make their way around the shores and 
islands. 
Finally through the black mist Durkee discovered 
an object close under Pueblo Point. It ,vas a 
schooner lying at anchor; there ,vas no light OIl 
board, and she might be deserted for any visible 
signs of life about her. Creeping noiselessly up, 
Durkee and his companions Inade fast to the dislnal 
craft and silently Loarded her. Captain and crc\y 
,vere all asleep. Their late potations had been 11101'0 
than usually liberal. Before they were a,vare of it 
half the vigilants ,vere in the companion-,vay trans- 
ferring the guns and sabres over to their vessel, ,vhile 
the other half with cocked pistols kept guard over 
those on board. The schooner's name ,vas the 
J1.llia. 
The arms and vessel \vere in charge of J. R. 
Ialouey, 
commonly called Rube J\Ialoney, who had chartered 
the craft for fifty dollars to carry the arms do\vn. 
vVith him were John G. Philips and J anles 
Ic- 
N abbe Not the slightest resistance was Inade to this 
action of the vigilants, and the arms, consisting of six 
cases containing one hundred and fifty muskets, to- 
gether with the three men as prisoners, \vere taken 
\vithout delay to the city. 
Arrived in the morning at California-street \vharf, 
Durkee despatched a 111essenger to the grand n1arshal, 
reporting his success and asking ,vhat disposition 
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should be n1ade of the prisoners. J\Ialoney and 
Philips ,yere notoriou
 scoundrels. I t ,vas clear that 
the la,v party ,vould clain1 that they had been sent 
by order of the governor to superintend the renloval of 
the l1luskets fronl Benicia to San Francisco. After 
consulting ,vith the Executive, Doane sent ,vord to 
Durkee to let the Ine11 go. Though they \vere bad 
enough, there \vas no charge against thenl, and as 
they had relinquished the ar111S ,vithout opposition, 
the Conl1nittee had concluded to turn then1 loose. 
l\laloney and Philips at once reported to their 
party ,vhat had befallen then1. Then they ,vent 
fronl one drinking-saloon to another, reviling the 
Conllllitte, and s,vearing they ,vould shoot on sight 
various persons, \vith other blatant threats such as 
delighted the 111en of la\v and order, now literally 
panting for blood. Of these proceedings the Execu- 
tive had due notice. It ,,,"as evident that these 111ighty 
IH8n needed a lesson; so at the one o'clock Ineeting 
on Saturday 1\11' Sll1iloy 1110ved that tT ohn G. Philips 
and Jalnes Rube 
Ialoney be arrested in1mediately, 
,vhich \yas ordered done. 
Selected for this n1Ïssion was a melllber of the frater- 
nity nan1ed Sterling A. Hopkins, a native of l\laine, 
but reared in Boston. He ,vas an artesian \vell-borer, 
about thirty-three years of age, a Ulan of great perti- 
nacity, good at obeying orders, and afraid or ashalned 
of nothing. Since its organization he had been an 
efficient Iuember of the C0111111ittee, and had been 
ent 
on lnany l11issions of danger and inlportance. lIe 
had little delicacy as to the nature of his ,vork; he 
,,,"ould as cheerfully play the spy or hang a crinlinal 
as eat his supper. All he required ,vas a 111aster 
strong enough to uphold him. 
It \vas a slnall matter, the arrest of these persons, 
although they,vere desperate characters; so Hopkins 
thought, as he called to his assistance but three or four 
[nen and started off in search of 
laloney. Palnler, 
Cook, and Company's bank, corner of \Vashington and 
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Kearny streets, ,vas then one of the chief rendezvous 
of political leaders. Thither Hopkins and his COln- 
rades proceeded, and soon learned that the person 
they sought \vas in the second story of the building, 
in the office of the I1nxal agent, Richard P. Ashe, a 
Texan and an actiye 111anager in the chivalry party, 
,vho ,yas no\v surrounded by boon c01l1panions. 
Stationing his 111cn outside the bank, IIopkins 
stepped upstairs and entered the apartnlent of the 
naval agent and approached l\Ialoney for the purpose 
of arresting hin}, ,yhen 
laloney and all present, 
aIllong \VhOlll ,vere Judge Terry, Dr .Ashe, and 1\lr 
Bo\vie, ùre\v and cocked their pistols, and pointed 
thenl at hill}. Hopkins ,yas unarnled. He did not 
enter the rOotH for the purpose of shooting anyone; 
neither did he desire to be shot. Accordingly he 
,vithdre\v, descended the stairs, and instructing his 
111en to keep a strict guard on the building, he hastened 
for assistance. 
It happened that Dr Beverly Cole ,vas just then 
riding by. Hopkins borro\ved from hinl his horse, 
a"tJ.d giving it the \vhip galloped dO'Yll to the COll}- 
mittee raOlns and reported the situation. The chief 
of vigilant police ordered him to return illllllediatcly, 
keep strict \vatch, and he \vould send hin1 reënforcc- 
Inents. Hastening back Hopkins found his foxes Ull- 
kennelled. As he rode up, 
Ialoney, Terry, ..L\.she, 

IcX ahb, Bo\vie, and 
lr Ro,ve, all armod \,yith double- 
barrelled shot-guns, \vere just turning the corner of the 
hank building froln 'Vashington street into I(earny. 
Hopkins thre\v hin1self frolll the horse and called on 
his l1lCn to follo,,
. There were but four beside hinl- 
self, J allIes Bovee, D. 'V. Barry, H. A. Russell, and 
Joseph Capprice. 
Up I{earny street \vent the galne and into Jackson 
street, the hunters hard at their hoels, :\Ialoney, "yhOlll 
alone the vigil ants ,yere after, having the lead ,vith his 
friends bet\veen hilH and his pursuers. Double-bar- 
relled shot-guns loaded \vith slugs are not \vholly 
ufc 
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in the l1anc1s of passionate n1en; and it \yas not pleas- 
ant to the vigilants \vhenever they approached too 
near, that the 111en of la\v and order should \vheel and 
bring the 111uzzles of their guns on a level \vith the 
eyes of their pursuers. Yet thus they proceeded up 
J acl
son street nearly to Dupont street. Hopkins 
then atten1pted to rush past Terry and Ashe, \vho 
\vere in the rear, for the purpose of seizing J\Ialoney. 
Terry presented his gun and prevented Hopkins froln 
passing. Hopkins grasped the gun; those in front of 
Terry turned to his assistance and pressed Hopkins to 
the ground. 
At this juncture Ashe levelled. his gun at Bovee's 
breast ready cocked with finger on trigger. But he 
hesitated. It \vas becon1Íng dangerous to shoot men 
in the streets of San Francisco. 
" Are you a friend?" at length he cried. 
" Yes," said Bovee, therein, I fear, telling a lie. 
He lnight have been a spiritual friend, but corpo.. 
really his action ill accorded \vith his ,vord, for imme- 
diately the ans\ver \vas given he struck Ashe's gun 
aside, and presented a revolver at his head. 
" Don't shoot I" cried Ashe. 
" Drop your gun, then, if you please I" replied 
Bovee. 
Still facing the enemy, Ashe slowly retired 
toward the armory of the Blues, a la\v and order en.. 
campment corner of Jackson and Dupont streets, 
\vhither it appears the party \vere tending, and where 
drilling was vigorously going on preparatory to anni- 
hilating the Vigilance Con11nittee. 

fean\vhile !-lo\ve, \vho had been helping Terry and 
Ashe against Hopkins and Bovee, raised his gun upon 
Barry, who just then rushed up. Barry seized the 
muzzle in his left hand and \vith his right placed his 
revolver at the head of Rowe, \vho thereupon dropped 
his gun and made for the armory. The accidental 
discharge of a pistol, but directed as Terry thought 
against himself, brought matters to a crisis. For on 
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the instant, quick as a. flash, Terry dre,y frOlTI its 
sheath a large bo,yie-knife and plunged it into the left 
side of Hopkins' neck, to the depth of about six 
inches. Hopkins staggered back and cried: "I am 
stabbed! Take then1, vigilants I" Terry, 
Ialoney, and 
those of the party renu1Ïning fled and took refuge in 
the arl110ry. Close behind then1 ,vere Bovee and 
Barry, but the fugitives nlanaged to gain admission, 
'v hen the iron doors ,vere slalnnled shut, and barred. 
The two vigilants then took their station at the en- 
trance to prevent egress or ingress and thus ,vaited 
the arrival of assistance. . 
Presently a pOll1pOUS, portly Ulan made his appear- 
ance at the arnlory door and demanded adlnittance. 
He ,yas ordered to stand back. 
"Do you kno,v ,vho I anl?" asked the pompous, 
portly Ulan. 
" I don't care a danln who you are," was the plain 
though sonle,vhat profane reply. 
"I anl 
Iajor-general Volney E. Howard," ,vhis- 
pered the conl1nander of the la 'v and order forces. 
" Do you want to see this city laid in ashes 1" 
" You cannot enter here." 
The pon1pous, portly man stood aside, and anot11er 
applicant for adnlission appeared in hot haste at the 
door. 
" I aln a lieutenant in Calhoun Benham's company, 
and ,vas sent here to-" 
" I am a menlber of the Vigilance Committee and 
you cannot enter," said Barry. 
" \Vhat! Have the Vigilance COlllmittee possession 
of this building 1" 
" Yes." 
" The lieutenant turned, rolled his eyes over his left 
shoulder, and glided round the corner. 
"This came quickly to our ears," says Coleman, 
"and sounded like the explosion of a 111agazine. I 
sa,v instantly the magnitude of the ne,v labor nnd 
the ne,v rp.spon
ibility. It ,vas not only to vindicate 
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the common law of punishn1ent for crime, but \ve had 
a la\v specially provided for the protection of our 
people, that any violence done then1 should receive 
exenlplary punishment. And to feel that the pre- 
siding judge of the suprenle court of the state had 
voluntarily left his home at the capital and had placed 
hill1self in this nlost unfortunate position ,vas an 
utterly unsatisfactory and undesiraLle denouement." 
The vigilance alarnl no\v sounded, t\VO or three 
.quick taps, rest and repeat; and orders \vere at once 
issued for Terry's arrest. Ilnmediately the streets 
\vere alive \vith men, Inany of them \vith their arn1S 
full of muskets and sabres, hurrying to head-quarters. 
Those \vho could quickly find their con1panies took 
their places; those \v ho could not ,vere ordered to 
fall in anywhere. Soon scores of vigilant squads 
\vere on the streets marching or running to\vard the 
arl110ry of the Blues. Conspicuous alnong the vigil- 
ants \vas the agreed signal of the white badge in the 
button-hole of the left lapel uf the coat. 
l\Ierchants left their custoll1ers, clerks dropped their 
pens, and ll1echanics their tools. DraYlnen sprang 
fronl their seats, stripped their horses of tho harness, 
all Dave the bridle, and nlounting roJe briskly a\vay 
to the scene, of action, leaving their loaded trucks 
standing in the street. 
1\11' Den)pster \vas in his store at the titTle, and 
\vhen one of his clerks rushed into his office \vith the 
ne\vs, upon the instant he junlped into his buggy 
\vhich \vas standing at the door, and although head- 
quarters \vere less than four blocks distant, and 
although he \vhipped his horse into a run, so dense 
\vas the cro\vd before he reached the building that he 
,vas unable to get \vithill. a block of it, and springing 
to the ground he left horse and vehicle unattellJed 
and untied in the middle of the street and forced his 
,yay on foot as best he 'could through the den
e 
throng eagerly hastening thither; nor did he see Ius 
horse again until next day, \VhCll he found it bad 
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been safely stabled by S0111e one unkno\vn to hinl. 
On entering the building he found the 111en hastily, 
but in silence and \vithout the least confusion, falling 
into'line. 
"All right!" exclaimed Delllpster, encouragingly. 
" !{eep cool; take your time about it." 
"Ah, l\Ir Den1pster," was the reply; "we have 
been long and anxiously \vaiting to make the clean 
t" 
s\veep. 
As one of the \var cOlllmittee Mr Denlpster then 
hastened to the corner of Jackson and Dupont streets. 
Colonel Olney ,vas lame at the time. During a 
certain arrest a clay or t,vo previous, \vhile the police 
\vere conveying the prisoner to the con1111ittee r00111S, 
there \yas a great rush of people, \vhich it \vas deellled 
advisable should not cro\v.d so closely on head-quarters 
as to hanlper the movements of the men. Olney ,vas 
ordered to thro\va line of vigilants across Sacran1ento 
8treet, just above the corner of Front street, to stop 
the rush. lIe did so; but the nlultitude overran the 
,vhole of thenl. The colonel \vas knocked do\vn and 
his ankle sprained. 
He ,vas at his boarding-house on Stockton street 
\vhen the alarn1 sounded next day, and one of his nlen 
appeared before hin1 almost breathless, saying that 
Terry had killed Ilopkins. Olney's foot ,vas so s\vollen 
that he could not get his boot on; but seizing one be- 
longing to a large-footed boarder, he hobbled do\vn 
stairs and out into the street, where he found hinlself 
in a cro,vd of excited people. 
Then ,vhat should he do? He could hardly \valk at 
all; head-quarters \vere at least half a lnile a\vay, and 
the thought that his absence n1ight n1ar that day's 
doings ,vas unpleasant to entertain. There ,vas not a 
mOlnent to lose; to get a horse in that neighborhood 
,vas ÌlllPossible, and he could not ,valk. What ,vas to 
be done? 
'Vhile tlius speculating, every second seen1ingly an 
hour, his eyes fell on the \vagon of a kerosene dealer who 
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had driven up and stepped to the side,valk just as the 
alarm sounded. In a moment Olney was in the driver's 
seat, and with reins and whip in hand was lashin
 the 
horse like a fury, to,vard the Comn1ittee rooms. The 
driver had barely time to scramble up beside him as 
the horse sprang forward, scattering the affrighted 
people to either side. One glance into the sternly set 
features of Olney's face satisfied the driver that ex- 
postulation would be in vain. A,vay they rattled 
down the street; the colonel whipped and the kero- 
sene flew. The empty cans danced out of the 
vehicle, and the full ones overturned and scattered 
their contents upon the cobble-stones. Presently the 
dealer l11ustered courage and said: 
"You are spilling all my kerosene." 
"Damn your kerosene," ,vas the reply. Then re- 
mel11bering that this poor pedler should not be n1ade 
to suffer for the daring deeds of chivalry, the colonel 
added, "I will pay you for your kerosene." 
Arrived at head-quarters the colonel called for his 
horse, a l11agnificent ,vhite steed, and ,vas lifted to its 
back. The horse alone ,vas worth a hundred lllen that 
day. No sooner ,vas he nlounted than round him rallied 
the Citizens' Guard, the pride of the COffi1l1ittee, and 
,vi thin t,vent:y minutes they were off for the armory 
of the Blues. 
The marshal with a large force promptly occupied 
all the streets in the vicinity of the armory. The ren- 
dezvous of the state forces ,vas surrounded almost in- 
stantly after the striking of the vigilance alarnl, so 
that the escape of the inn1ates was Ï1npossible. T,vo 
pieces of artillery were planted before the building, 
ready loaded and ,vith match lighted. A c01l1mittee 
consisting of Denlpster, Sll1iley, Truett, Tillinghast, 
Rogers, and Ward ,vas appointed to proceed to the 
seat of action and advise ,vith the Inarshal in the field. 
Excitement round the armory no,v roared explo- 
sively; the people ,vere ,vild. The chivalry declared 
vchelnently that they ,vould die ,vhere they were 
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rather than yield, and in the ranks of the organized 
vigilants anxiety ,vas depicted on every face. For a 
moment the sky presaged a time of terror. But though 
at first the state forces so stoutly swore resistance, they 
soon sa,v ho,v extrenlely futile any efforts of theirs 
,vould be. They saw failure, ay, they sa,v their cause 
doomed, the ,viser of thenl, in the hurrying horsemen 
,vith drawn sabres, hurrying not confusedly but as 
under the all-seeing, eye, and in the squads of infantry 
,vith glittering bayonets marching hither and thither, 
n1arching not ,vithout purpose, but as under the all- 
directing n1.ind. 
Within the walls of their armory, now their prison, 
ebullient passion had settled into dark, malignant hate. 
They talked together now in quiet tones, though deeply 
nluttered curses were not unmingled with their sober 
converse; ,they talked as men ,vith 'v horn every uttered 
,vord had its meaning. From their ,vindows they sa,v 
the surging mass below, and as by common consent 
bravado ,vas laid aside. They now felt the few moments 
left then1 ,vithin those ,vans ,vas the little point of tin1e 
upon ,vhich hung their destinies. Terry did not kno,v 
but that the man he struck was dead; and the furtive 
glances cast from the ,vindow at the angry multitude 
belo\v left in his n1ind loose and unsubstantial the 
slender thread that held his life to earth. 
"This is very unfortunate, very unfortunate," said 
Terry, no,v beginning to realize the insensate folly of 
his proceedings, "but you shall not peril your lives 
for me. It is I they ,vant, I ,vin surrender to thenl." 
" There is nothing else to do," replied Ashe, "but first 
of all ,ve n1.ust try to escape the fury of this n1ad cro,vd." 
Ashe ,vas captain of COl1lpany A, and commander 
of the arn1ory. A loud ringing rap at the iron door 
no,v brought hinl to the ,vindo\v of the second story. 
"I denland instant surrender of these premises," 
exclain1.ed Grand Marshal D
ane. 
" I ,vill open the doors on condition our safety be 
guaranteed us," replied Ashe. 
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"There is no condition about it," returned Doane, 
" open the doors or I ,viII blo\v up the building." 
"J udge Terry is here and \vill n1ake no effort to 
escape. If any of the executive COlTIlTIittee are here 
I ,viII send them a ,vri tten proposal." 
The war comn1Íttee then stepped for,vard, ready to 
hear \vhat the cOillluander of the state forces had to say. 
Mr Ashe retired fron} the windo\v, but returned pres- 
ently, and passed out a note which read as follows: 


"SAN FRANCISCO, June 21st, 1856. 
"Gentlemen of tht- Vigilanre Committee:- 
"If the executive committee will give us protection from violence we 
will agree to surrender. 


"R. P. ASHE, Captain Company A. 
"J. MARTIN REESE, 1st Lieut. Co. B," 


The \var committee then entered a Gern1an bakery 
situated next door to the arn10ry, to ,vrite a reply. 
The proprietor ,vas absent, but his ,vife, a hearty in- 
telligent ,von1an \vith a lager-looking baby in her 
arlUS, granted the intruders the perlnission ,vhich they 
asked, to use her counter as a \vriting-table. 
" You need not be afraid," said 1\11' Delnpster to 
her assuringly. 
" Indeed, sir," she exclaimed, ,vith a smile of confi- 
dence, "I am not afraid of the Vigilance Committee." 
" But ,ve may be obliged to fire upon the building," 
continued l\lr Dempster. 
" You Inay fire and \velcon1e," returned the \VOIUan, 
"only let lue get the children out." There was really 
lnore. danger than the ,voman supposed; but if all ap- 
prehensions of danger should pass unkno,vn, as indeed 
n1uch belonging to real danger does, nine tenths of 
the \vorld's misery ,vould be obliterated. 
The reply of the ,val' committee then passed into 
the arlnory read as follo,vs: 
"CORNER OF DUPONT AND J ACKSO
 STREETS, l 
SAN FRANCISCO, June 21st, 1856. 
 
uR, P. Ashe and J. Martin Reese, commandi7Zg:- 
" G EXTLEMEN: 'Ve have to say in reply to your communication of this date 
that if Judge Terry, S. R. :I\Ialoney, and John B. Philips, together with the 



THE SURREXDER. 


3S.:J 


arms and ammunition in your l}ossession, be surrendered to the charge of our 
body, we will gi\-e )'Oll and the building ill whic
l you now are protectioll 
from violence. Yours, 
"By order of the executiye committee of which we are members. 
" No, 12, .K 0, 13, No, 50, No. G45, No. 332. 
" An answer required in fifteen minutes, it being now ten minutes to four," 


To which ans,ver was n1ade: 
"SAN FRANCISCO, June 21st. 
" Gentlemen of the Vigilance Committee:- 
"If you will agree to see that Judge Terry and Mr :Maloney will be also 
protected, while in your hands, from violence from persons outside of YOUl' 
organization, then we will agree to surrender on the terms of your note just 
received. Respectfully, 


"R. P. ASHE, Capt, Co, A, 
"J. :
\IARTIN REE8E, Lieu t, Co. B. 
"P. S.-Lieut. Philips is not with us." 


This ,vas ans,vered as follo,vs: 


" June 21st, 1856, 


"R. p, A.c:he and J. .JIartin Reese, commanding:- 
"'Ve aé,rree to protect Judge Terry and S, R, :l\1alol1ey from violence from 
parties outside of our organization, as proposed, and beg leave to remind yoa 
that the time proposed in our first note has already expired. 
"By order of the executive committee, of which we are members, 
"Nos. 12, 13, 50, 332, 645." 


Imn1ediately upon receipt of this last C0l1l1TIUnica- 
tioll the doors of the arn10ry ,vere thro\vn open Ly 
those ,vithin, and a company of vigilants 111arched in. 
All present ,vere disarlTIeel. Terry ancll\Ialoney ,vere 
taken charge of and the arnlorY'Y:1s quickly s\vept of 
its contents. Three hundred llluskets and other nluni- 
tions of \var ,vere carried out and placed on drays. 
T\vo carriages then drove up, in one of ,yhich ,yas 
placed l\Ialoney and in the other Terry. Both \VCrl
 
attended by a strong escort, Olney forming round 
them ,vith his Citizens' Guard, increased to a battal- 
ion. Then in triun1ph the Conul1Ïttee TIlen, ,vith 
their prisoners and plunder enclosed in a solid body 
of infantry and these again surrounded by cavalry, 
Inarched back to their 1'OOJl18. The route taken ,va
 
along Dupont street to "T ashington, do\vn Washing- 
ton and through Kearny, Clay, and l\Iontgolnery 
POP. TRIB.. VOL, n. 25 
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streets, to and do,vn Sacran1ento street. The proces- 
sion ,,,,as attended by a larger crowd even than that 
,vhich honored Casey and Cora with their presence. 
Arrived at head-quarters, Terry and l\ialoney ,vere 
conducted to separate cells. 
The prison portion of the vigilant premises, situ- 
ated in the most easterly of the three buildings, was 
fifty varas, or one hundred and thirty-seven and a 
half feet in depth. There were at times fifteen cells 
partitiòned froln the n1ain hall, constructed of boards 
and closed fronl floor to ceiling, though but nine are 
represented in the cut previously given. All the per- 
manent cells ,vere on the ,vest side of the 1'00111. 
'There ,vas never more than one prisoner confined in 
each apartment, and at the door of every occupied 
cell stood constantly a man on guard. Terry's cell, 
the largest in the building, had t,vo ,vindo,vs and ,vas 
situated at the south-,vest corner of the room. It 
,vas not by any nleans secure, but the distinguished 
prisoner ,vas most carefully guarded. All or nearly 
all the other cells \vere dark. 
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The world, the flesh, and the devil. 
Prayer Book. 


COME ,ve no,v to the crisis of the crusade. It ,yas 
the llloment ,vhen tidings of Terry's arrest reached 
the executive chamber. The three o'clock meeting of 
Saturday afternoon had been called to order by 1\1:1' 
Thonlpson, one of the vice-presidents, but 'v hen Hop- 
kins was stabbed John P. l\lanro,v occupied the chair. 
It ,vas no,v about half-past four. Little George 'Vard, 
the Jlotspur of the association, being ahvays on his 
feet, and hence not having to rise in addressing the 
n1eeting, offered the follo\ving resolution, ,vhich \vas 
adopted: "That the grand lllarshal be ordered to take 
possession of all arms and munitions of ,val' that Ina
. 
he found in the hands of our opponents, or that may 
be likely to fall into their hands." 
Nothing could have been more opportune than this 
step at this juncture. That it ,yas unpren1editated 
there can be no question, for the Terry affair ,vas not 
only \vholly unexpected, but \vas deeply regretted hy' 
the Comn1ittee, as ,veIl as by hÎ1nself and his friends, 
A general fight would have entailed less danger to 
the la\vand order Inen than the fallin6 of any of their 
nUlllber into the hands of the enenlY. This illotion 
of the little IIotspur displayed \vell-c
nvoluted brains. 
Besides possessing pluck and quickness, Ifotspur's 
head ,vas tolerably clear. 
At all events, this Inotion and ,yhat follo,yed from 
it broke the backbone of the chivalry. The vigilallts 
\ 387 ) 
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,vere all eager for it. They ,vere tired of the jeers and 
insulting braggadocio of their opponents; they longed 
for some deterll1Ínate action. 
About the saIne tillie, \vhich ,vas shortly after four 
o'clock, Curtis "Trites froil1 Jackson street to the ex- 
ecutive conlulittee: " We have caged Terry, Ashe, 
:\laloney, and a Ulan ,vh.o presented a loaded )veapon 
a t one of our police. Shall those \tv ho lliade resistance 
Le brought to garrison? I have orders no,v only for 
Terry and l\Ialoney." Curtis ,vas directed to arrest 
those yv-hom he had nanled. At the saIne tillle it \vas 
lnade a rule "in case of arIned resistance to police 
".hile in the act of arresting any crin1inal, that said 
police have the po\ver to arrest all such persons." 
There ,vere other companies drilling at this tilne 
lJcsides those comnlanded by Ashe and vVest, \vho 
held themselves under state orders. Calhoun Benhanl 
h3.d a cOlnpany; lik(nvise John C. IIays, Riggs, Ryan, 

lonroe, and Regan all had companies vvhich drilled 
nightly. 
vVhile a portion of the vigilant forees stood guard 
oy(,r }'faloney and his judicial protector at the Blues' 
:.
rrnoI'Y, a CO-U1J <1' état ,vas executed by the others, 
,\'hich, for aD arluy of such nliscellaneous and recently 
(jrganized Inaterial, displayed COnSU1111na.te generalship. 
Thi
 ,vas the stroke, this the blo,v that laid lo,v the 
:.:gcnts of outraged. la,v and of disorder. Simultanc- 
(/usly, and ahnost before the nlen \vho executed the 
1:10Venlent ,yere aware of it, every in1portant la,v and 
order encan1plnent in the city ,vas surrounded by the 
yigilant. forces, t.heir inmates made prisoners, and their 
arnlS and lllunitions of ,val" seized and conveyed to 
the head-quarters of the Committee on Sacralnento 

;treet. The open and violent coHision with t.he 
vigilance forces was the death-blo\v to the opposing 
party; and there is no question llO\V that in the event 
of l-Iopkius' death a justice of the supreIne court ,vill 
1)8 executed bv the \Tiailance' Comn1Ìttee. This } )I"C- 
... ö 
sents Bothing llC\V in the popular tribunal principle, 
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but if it happens it adds greatly to the cares of the 
COllllnittec. 
And this is the way the thing \vas done. On re- 
ceiving instructions to that effect from the Executive, 
the marshal instantly detailed squads to scour the city 
in different directions in search of arms, and of n1en 
bearing arnlS against the COlnmittee. The force ,yas 
lliviJed into four parties, \vhich started sinlultaneously 
for suspicious places. As before stated, a strong cle- 
taclul1ent had been left to guard the remaining inmates 
of the Blues' armory, son1e sixteen in nUlllber, \vho 
,yere still held prisoners by the vigilants, and these 
\vere now ordered to head-quarters. 
The next n10st irnportant rendezvous of the la\v 
and order forces ,vas the armory on the north-east 
corner of Clay and ICearny streets, in the large brick 
IJuilding kno,vll as the 
ferchants' Exchange. Before 
this building J\farshal Doane appeared \vith his forces. 
The ,york ,vas not acconlplished \vithout resistance 
on the part of the la,v and order forces. At the first 
alarm rnembers of the different companies rushed to 
their armories, but in most instances only to find then1 
in the hanùs of the vigilants. SOllIe gained adn1ission 
before the seizure 9f their enCalnplllent, but many 
,vere repulsed at the door, and drifted purposeless and 
ungeneralled about the streets. 
\Vhcn the colun1n enclosing the Blues' arlDory cap- 
ture arrived at the Kearny-street arnlory on their 
,yay to the Conll11ittee rooms, the vigilant forces there 
stationed presented arlDS, and the n1ain boùy halted. 
Detachments ,vere then dra\vn from it and added to 
the guard surrounding the Kearny-street arll1ory. 
These were so stationed as to insure the surrender of 
this la\v and order stronghold. PalInol', Cook, anll 
COll1pany's building \vas like,vise placed under guard. 

rhe 111ain body then moved on to Sacralllcnto street, 
To the Exchange building cannon \vere then brought 
and planted, and nlatches lit. A fornlul delIIand "Ta
 
lllade for the surrender of the place. Six u' clock 
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Y
Tas tho hour, and the innJates ,yere informed that 
their ans\ver nJust be decisive, and quicldy given. 
\'Tithin ,yere portions of the Jackson Guard, the 
Union Rifles, and the Continentals, nUlnbering to- 
gether about seventy-five Inen. General Ho\vard had 

hortly before revie\ved these troops, but he ,vas not 
at present \vithin the building. Colonel J. R. \Vest, 
late United States senator from Louisiana, ,vas no\v 
in cOlDIDand of the armory. He rcfused at first to 
surl"cncler in absence of his superior officer, and asked 
for tÌ1ne. The Cornn1ittee regretted they could not 
accommodate hiIll in this respect; he could see the 
situation as ,yoll as anyone; he n1ight surrender the 
armory or take the consequences. Nothing \vas said 
by the officer in charge about a little note in his 
pocket, ,vhich read as fo110\v8: 


" rpo Col. TVest, or the officer in commm:d of the building known as the California 
Exchangp :- 
"SIR: You are authorized to surrender the building under your com- 
mantl, when there is no reasonable prospect of a reasonable defence. 
"V OLNEY E, HOWARD, 
"}'Iaj. Gen. 4th Division, Commanding in San Franci8co." 


\Vest scanned thoughtfully his .little company, then 
looked at the cannon and ran his practised eye along 
the vigilant lines 'v hich stretched far up and down 
the street, and over into the plaza, and ,vas satisfieLl. 
" Captain O. B. Crary and Inyself," says 1\11' Den1p8ter, 
"'\Tent into the hall. There ,vas a great deal of ex- 
citelnent all10ng the la,v and order n1en, \veapons ,vere 
brandished and ,ve ,vere threatened; only fear prevented 
all attack on us by SOlne of theln." After a fe,v mo- 
Illcnts of further
 confcrence \Vest surrendered, and 
lnarched his lnen to the door one by one to deliver up 
their arn18. As oach passcd out his
 gun and accoutre- 
Inents, he marched Lack into the arlnory. The armory 
bcing thus emptied of its po\ver for evil, the guns and 
aUlnlunition \vere placcd in ,vagOl1S and taken to tho 
COllllnittee rOOlllS. About t,vo hundred and fifty stand 
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of arn1S YlerC thus socured fron1 this armory. 1\1 a1"shal 
Doane then entered the arluor, ,vith his aills, and iu- 
forn1cd the officers that they n;ight retain their side- 
arms. In lUanneI' sin1ilar the arn10ry at l\Iadau1c 
Pique's RaH, corner of Sutter and Kearny streets, 
that of Calhoun Benham's cOlnpany, near the corner 
of 
lontgomery and Pacific streets, and others ,vore 
taken, making in all some t,vo hundred prisoners and 
a thousand stand of arlns, beside pistols, s\vords, and 
anlll1unition. 
It ,vas thorough work they made of it; a clean 
s,veep. Fort Vigilance ,yas cralnmed ,vith arms and 
prisoners, and it taxed their COlTIlnissary son1e,vhat 
tu provide for the capacious Inouths. The friends of 
thc prisoners came in scores to ascertain 'v hat the 
Conllnittee ,vere going to do \vith ,then). They 'v ere 
Bot serious offenders, nor ,vas it the ,vish or intention 
of the Committee to hold thenl in durance. Their 
arrest and temporary confine1l1ent during the heat of 
action was deemed a ,vise precautionary measurc. 
Son1e of them volunteered their parole; frOln sonle, 
testilnony would be taken; all ,vould probably bc soon 
discharged. So the friends of chivalry \vere a

ured. 
Until about ten o'clock at night the inn1ates of the 
other several arn10ries ,vere held confined in their 
o\vn strongholds by vigilant guards. They ,vere then 
brought out t,vo by t\VO, many of thcm handcuffed 
in pairs, formed into a line in front of the exchange 
building, and surrounded by a guard of one thousand 
foot, and one hundred cavalry \vith dra\vn sabres dis- 
posed rountl the infantry. When all ,vas ready they 
,vere 111arched do,vn to the Conn11i ttee room s anfl 
there confined during the night. "It ,vas a saJ sight, a 
sad sight in a free republican city," groans the IIeJ'al
l's 
reporter. "1\lcn luarched through the streets as prlf.:- 
OIlers of ,var \vhose only crilllo ,vas fealty to the la,vs 
and constitution which they had s,vorn to uphold." 
Navy biscuits \vere given thenl to eat and the tloor to 
sleep OIl. For this the Flerald gives the "mercantile 
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junta" due credit and adds : "We regret they diJ not 
I--\tretch their hospitality a little and have thro\vll ill a 
H1l1all invoice of codfish." 
Says Sn1iley, \vho had been scouring the to'Vl1 at th8 
head of a COll1pany and came in late in the night hot 
.and tired: ".L
fter the last gang of nlen ,vas brought 
in ,ve ,vent into the C01111nittee 1'00111, and the question 
caIne up, 'What shall ,ve do with them?' The b]ood)T 
reds and con1111unes vV"cre for hanging and quartering 
then1. Some prop08ed lashillg, others suggesteJ keep- 
ing then1 on bread and ,vater for thirty days. Truett 
and I took a 1110re conservative stand. I said, 'Gel1- 
tlen1en, \ve are all too hot. Let us be n1anly in our 
victory. Let us go home and take a rest and think 
about it.' We ,vent clo,vn at ten o'clock on Sunday to 
decide 'v hat to (10. The proposition ,vas nutdc that 
they run the gauntlet, and be paraded through tho 
to'Vll. I lnoved that they be forth \vith discharged, 
,vith the adtllonition that if found in arlllS again 
against the Connnittee they ,vould suffer the severest 
penalties. This Jnotion pas
ed. I ,vent into the 1'00111 
,vhere they ,vera all handcuffed, about hash-tÏ1nc, ,vith 
their tin cups, taking their nieal. I called to the C0111- 
panies and told theln to bring thelll into line. I 
ordered their handcuffs taken off; and said to theu1 
that I h
tll been requested to discharge then1, and to 
Bay that if they were found in arn18 again agaill
t the 
COllll11ittee they ,voulJ be subjected to the sevcrcst 
penalties. They lllarched out t,vo abreast, and a,vay 
they ,vent. I saved them from indignities, fro111 iu- 
Rult, frorn in1prisonment, and perhaps fron1 the cart- 
,yhip; but they gave llle the blaine of all they suffered; 
and for a year or t,vo after\vard they gave l11e sho,vers 
of brick-oats and insulting ,vords, and to this day Leal' 
Jue a grudge." Thus \vith the exception of t\yO, Cor- 
poral 'rice anù Lieutenant l(cnnovan, all ,vere pcr- 
Initted to depart, aud ,vore even escorted as far as 
Batterv street b y a DIe of viO'ilants. 
. 0 
"TllCY looked lil
e Fal::;taff's recruits," says Mr 
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Farwell, "the dirtiest, raggeclest, 1110st Iniserahle look- 
ing dogs that ever "1'ore seen. \Ve handcuffed theIn, 
t\VO together, and lllarched thenl out and do,vn to 
our head-quarters. There \vas a great cro\vd of people 
in the streets, and they hooted at our prisoners." 
.And 
Ir Do\vs' dictation reads: "There \vere t\VO 
hundred of then1, I think, hangers-on, 103,fe1'8, poli- 
ticians, and all grades of fe11o\vs, a pro111iBCUOUS and 
lllotley cro\vd. They were a harnlless set of vaga- 
bonds." "We had a barrel of handcuffs," says 1\11' 
\Vatkins. And yet another: "Such a set of gallo\vs- 
looking scoundrels were never collected in one cro\vd. 
Their faces alone \vould ahll03t have convicted thelll 
of any crinle \vith \vhich they nLÏght be charged before 
an intelligent jury." 


But \vhere ,vas the gallant HO\\Tard? Where an 
this titue ,vas the jolly giant, the genia] fat Inan, the 
pornpous portly general of all the chivalry forces, he 
,vho would lay the city in ashes, he \vho \vould s\veep 
the danlned pork-sellers into the bay1 'Vhere ,vas 
the gentle Volney? 
Inllnediately after the caging of the chivalry \ve 
found hiln at the door of the armory ,vhere he did 
not gain admittance. His sensitive nature \vas sonle- 
,,
hat hurt at the abrupt nlanner of the man ,vho 
denied hinl access to his friends; and turning froll1 
the stern door-keeper more in sorro,v than in anger, 
he crossed over to Washington street, and turned 
ÙO\VIl to\vard the lo\ver side of the plaza, thinking to 
drop in at the other J ohnsonian arlnory and seck 
consolation fronl Colonel West. But alas I these ,vere 
evil times for great 111en. Volney knew he \vas a 
great Ulan, and he took it for granted every ono klleV{ 
it. So he carried hin1self as one surcharged \vith 
greatness. It \vas his n1Ïsfortune to be great., Dot hi
 
fault. He could not help it. He ,vas born great. 
See, no\v, as he reaches Brenhan1 place. A score 
of vigil ants on their \vay tu the Bluos' arillory stop 
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and regard hinl intently fronl the north side of '''T ash- 
i ngton street. Presently one cries: "There goes 
Terry I" and in an instant the raLble \vere after hiDl. 
"Oh, the curse of being distinguished I" thought 
Ho\vard. "Strange that blood and chivalrous Lear- 
ing should be so quickly detected by base-born ple- 
beians; all learned and courteous gentleu1en look alike 
to them. They lllight take lTIe for a ,vorse man than 
Terry, but that is a bad nalTIe just no\v upon the 
street." The general's po\verful brain \vorked rapidly, 
but there ,vas no time for further thought Lefore the 
cro\vd ,vas upon him, insisting that he \vas Terry, and 
that he must go to the vigilance head-quarters. 
It happened, at this moment, that Olney, at the 
head of his gallant. cOlllpany, ,vas hurrying up \Vash- 
ington street at double quick, and approached Bren- 
halil place just in time to hear the shout, " There goes 
Terry I" and to see the cro\vd rush after hinl. IIis 
first thought ,vas that the notable justice had escaped. 
Turning to the left and leading his battalion into 
Drenham place, quick as thought he thrc\v a file of 
Inen round, and enclosed the ".hole body of people 
,vith Howard in their midst. The n10venlent ,vas 
executed ,vith an ease and rapidity \vhich ,vould have 
thrilled the heart of an old soldier. There \vas no 
hesitating, bungling, nor confusion. Round that 
"'Tangling cro,vd they ,vent, taking their place ,vith 
n1Ïlitary precision; and before the disputants \vere 
a,yare of it, they,vere completely fenced in. 
Ho\vard \vas not happy. This was a phase of great- 
ness \vhich he did not reli
h. I blush to say it, but 
the fact is the general ,vas afraid, ,vas very badly 
frightened. Olney says he \vas frightened out of his 
\vi,ts; but Colonel Olney forgets that all great 111en du 
not have \vits. As the Citizens' Guard closed around 
thClll the rabble ru
hed forward anti seized the general 
by the collar. Then Olney rode up to the centre of 
the group, and Ho\vard cried out: "Olney, do you 
,vant lile?" 
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"No, general," said Olney. ""\V e are not after you 
at present." Then turning to the cro\vd Colonel 
Olney saiò, "That's not Terry; let hill1 alone." Then, 
inllcc<.l, Ho\varò \vas happy. " You never sa\v a 111an 
so rejoiced," saiJ Olney. 
.L\..n hour after ,vo find the redoubtable general of 
all the chivalry forces standing on the corner of Clay 
and }'ront t;treets in a positiolll)rodes::;e qUct1n cunsjJici. 
There he stood at the vigilant outpost as ncar to 
head-quarters as he could get, ,vhile a 11lessonger an- 
nounced to the Executive that the state comlnancler-in- 
chief thus stood, Jesirous of parley. Although the 
action ll()\V taken by the C0111111ittee ,vas quite ex- 
ccptional, yet in vie,v of the facts that this llJan, 
fortunately for his enelnies, did cOlnmand all the state 
forces in California, and that it ,vas impo
sible by 
reason of vigilant sentry to approach nearer head- 
quarters than be no\v stood, the Executive resolved, 
,;, that a C0111mittee of three be appointed to Ineet 
Volney E. Ho\vard at his request." Consequently 
tho president and t\VO others 111et the general, anò a 
short conference \vas held at the store of R. E. 
Bre\vster and Company. 
IIo\vard \vas a good talker, particularly good for 
ono \",ho had nothing to say. Talking ,vas his forte; 
he could talk better than he could fight, though this 
he did not kno\v. On the present occasion he had 
11lerely to say that he desired to impress upon the 
n1Ïnds of the ge11tlen1cn 111e111bers of the executive 
COlll111ittee that thûy ,vere outla\ys, that they ,vere 
taking upon thelnsel \Tes ul1,varrantable responsibilities, 
and that he ,vould surely put them do\vn \vithin sixty 
days, as he had sent to the general government for 
aid, and he \vould have it. lIe stated further that 
David S. Terry was in the hands of the city police, 
that he would be taken to jail, and ,voulcl be protected 
Ly his party, in \v hich last ren1ark the general out- 
spoke hinlself: It \vas a fault in his other\vise 111atch- 
less delivery, that he forgot entirely to pause at the 
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penumbra of truth, but ,vould carry his hearers as far 
beyond the boundary of light and shade as they cared 
to go. Further than this, Howard desired to appear 
before the Committee in a body. The president and 
gentlemen of the embassy informed J\fajor-general 
Volney E. lIJward that they \vould report his ,vords 
and ,vishes to the Con11uittce. But lest a greater 
evil should con1e upon thorn the Executi ve Ï1nnlediately 
passed a resolution "that no cOllilnunicatioll be had 
,vith Volney E. IIoward except in \vriting, and that 
the committee appointed to \vait on IIo,vard notify 
hilll of this resolution." The said cOlnn1Ïttee \vere 
likewise requested to pass the general beyond the 
vigilant lines. Since the Shernlan-J ohnson misun- 
derstanding the Comlnittee were deternlined that 
there should be no further opportunity for prevarica- 
tion on the part of the opposition, but that all C0111- 
ITIunications bet,veen the respective parties should be 
in writing. . 


N o,v may we not indulge in a little godly boasting, 
in vie,v of the behavior of officers and 111en that day'? 
Ho,v orderly all ,vere! Ho\v careful to Inake no 
arrest, or to indulge in no overt act ,vithout instruc- 
tions froITI head-quarters! During all that \vild, 
turnultuous time the Executive sat in their chamber 
and directed every Inovenlent. Invisible, omnipotent, 
and omniscient, their po\vers and intelligence borJered 
on that of the deity. Their forces were absolutely at 
their con1mand. IIad they said slay, s,veep the butch- 
ering, blood-thirsty men of law from the earth, it 
,,,"ould have been done, so great ,vas the confidence of 
the ruen in their leaders; so all had s'vorn. But caln1, 
just, and benevolent ,vere the councils of the Execu- 
tive that day. l\1:idst all the Inad excitelnent, never 
,vere they cooler, never ,vere they lnore careful that 
every step shoulù Le free fron1 Inistakc. They \vould 
do, if necessary die, but they ,vould do and die for 
high and holy principles, for ,vise conduct and dis- 
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crin1inating action, and not for such deeds as the OD'ð 
indulged in by the learned justice of the snpren1e 
eo urt. 
And let the men be praised; those ,vho labored 
hard, risked Inuch, and could reap but comparatively 
little. There is a pleasure in bearing and directing 
po\ver ,vhich ,ve do not find in simple obedience. 
l\Iany a general has sent other armies and his o\vn to 
destruction Inerely for the fun of the thing. l\Iany a 
111ultitude have rushed on destruction of their O\Vll 
accord nlerely for the fun of the thing. Such general-; 
\ycre cruel, and such nlen insane. But these shop- 
keepers, carpenters, and bricklayers, ,vith ,vives and 
little ones, did not covet destruction for thenIsel veR, 
their falnilies, or the city. They did not covet honor, 
profit, or revengc; they desired only that liberty and 
peace ,vhich ,vould secure to their sons honesty, and 
to their daughters comely virtue. And this they ,vere 
dctern1ined to have. I find in history no better or 
purer Inutives actuating nlen than these. If Incn 
Blust needs butcher men, I see no lnore reasonable 
excuse than this. And not,vithstanding they "lcre 
very ,varIn on the subject, in head and heart, con- 
science and duty held an ovcr\vhchning restraint upon 
their passions, and they played the HIeH that day, not 
the 1l10b. Iionor to thesc, the bone and sine,v of San 
:Francisco, I say; honor to those noLle-hearted, hard- 
1l1uscled ,yorkinglnen ,vho staked their lives that day 
for virtue and fair morality! 
This day's deeds, by citizen soldiery scarcely six 
,veeks organized, for order and discipline, for speed 
without confusion, for deep deterlnination ,vithout 
passion or nervous excitelnent, exceed anything ,ye 
find in history. I t ,vas a sight ,vhich those ,vho ,vit- 
nessed never forgot. There ,ycre flashing eyes and 
firllli y set lips, Lut there ,vas no blanching. There 
,vas little talking; and for once the jokes and repartee
 
so characteristic of Californian cro\vds ,vere sunk in 
the solemnity of the occasion. These 111cn could not 
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forget ,vhat they ,vere arn1ing for. The result did 
not trouble theln; if they could not ,vin t.hey could 
die. But there was lTIanifest ,vith theI'll none of that 
appetite for blood and battering so apparent an10ng 
the fire-eating chivalry. Principle, not passion, ,vas 
the sentiment that s,vayed every vigilant breast and 
nerved every vigilant arn1. "Of all the field days of 
the ,vhole campaign," exclaims the president \vith just 
pride; "of all that partook of brilliant military evolu- 
tion and cOlnplete success, this day probably excelled." 
" I should like to enlarge," says 
1r Dempster, " on 
the very great credit deserved by the rank and file of 
the Vigilance ComIIlittee, for the thorough discipline 
and good behavior displayed by them on the day the 
armories were taken. I should ,vish to enlarge on the 
cheerful sacrifice of their tin1e by laboring men and 
the risks they took which did not, to such an extent 
at least, affect the lllore prolninent melnbers of the 
COffilnittee. " 


Turn no,v to the victim of this tragedy. As before 
recorded, when the blow of the la,vless jurist fell on 
l-Iopkins' neck he cried, "I am stabbed; take them, vig- 
ilants!" and staggered back still holding the supreu1e 
justice's musket ,vhich he had wrenched from hilIl. 
Supported by his friends, he walked into the Penn- 
sylvania engine-house near by; physicians were SUID- 
1110ned and the \vounded n1an ,vas Inade as comfortable 
as possible. As soon as the sad intelligence could be 
conveyed then1, his wife, mother, sister, and brother 
came to him and lent such aid as only fond devotion 
can give. For several days his life hung fluttering 
between two worlds, the while chances of recovery 
,,,,ere deemed against him. 
Dr Cole thus speaks of the case: "I entered the 
building, and there I found the wounded lll::tn J-Iop- 
kins, sitting on a chair bleeding profusely fro111 the 
,vound, and also froil1 the 1110uth and nose, extremely 
pale and ensanguined, and inlmecliately on lIlY enter- 
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ing he fell into the arms of those surrounding him in 
a state of syncope from loss of b]ood." After de- 
scribing an exceedingly dangerous operation the doctor 
goes on to say: " Yet it ,vas successfully performed, 
the man being so far exhausted fr0111 loss of blood, 
however, before the comlnencement of the operatioJ1, 
that ,vhen the ligatures \vere about to be thro,yu 
around the vessel, he had become so ,vpal\: as to induce 
one of the surgeons present to urge nle to be as quick 
as possible, he having lost his pulse, and to all ap- 
pearance being in extremis." 
Hopkins ,vas poor material, truth compels me to 
say, for a first-class martyr. His ,vifc and mother 
,vere-,vonlen. The people had raised some thirty 
thousand dollars for ICing's falnily, and as the t,yO 
near and dear ones sat and ,vatched the night a,vay, 
Dr Cole heard the mother remark to the ,vife, "If 
Stephen dies you will be a rich wido,v; the Vigilance 
COlllmittoe ,vill look out for that." Hopkill
 also 
heard it; for turning his face to\vard them he ex- 
claill1ed, "Don't flatter yourselves, I am not going to 
die; unless," he added, sotto voce, "it ,vere to see Terrv 
hang." If the lnother ,vas mercenary, the ,vife \v
s 
not, like Cæsar's, above suspicion; and yet Hopkin
 
,vas not as jealous as Othello about it. Captain Crary 
tells a story of him too indccent to print. All \v hich 
argues in favor of the fairness of the Committee being 
as ready to deal ,vith a high crin1inal as ,vith a lo,v 
one, and to right as promptly the ,vrongs of the lnean- 
est of their servants, as their o,vn. Probably never 
in the annals of the state has raged such intense ex- 
citcment' both in city and in country, as on this Sat- 
urday and Sunday. 
A glance at the IIeralcl's editorial the morning 
after the coup d'état forces us to confess that it is 
the hollo,y hypocrisy of one ,vho scruples at no 
deception to ll1aintain a false position, ,vho \vould 
shield crime and thro,v a veil of sophistry over polit- 
ical rottenness, hiding hi::; ostrich heud under a bu::;h 
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rather than look the evil ,vhich ,vas his ruin in the 
face-I say the "'Titer of this editorial appears ,vil- 
fully untruthful or insane. Yet I cannot altogether 
denounce 1\11' Nugent as one abandoned of truth and 
honor; rather let me think that he was honestly 
trying to bring himself to believe ,vhat he kne,v to be 
false. 
"The last extreme of ignominy,vhich the poten- 
tates no,v usurping supren1e dominion could put upon 
the officers of the la,vs, the representatives of all that 
remains to us of the constitution of our country, has 
been reached. The Hon. David S. Terry, of the su- 
prelne court of California, has been arrested, and is 
no,v a close prisoner in the dungeons of the bastile. 
The cause of his arrest has been given else\vhere in 
our columns. He has been guilty of no crinle." Oh 
shame, ,vhere is thy blush I "A s\vorn conservator of 
the public peace, he ,vas un,villing to see a violation 
of that peace cOlnn1itted in his presence by an act of 
forcible abduction and kidnapping of a free citizen by 
the myrmidons of the present dynasty, ,vho, not 
content ,vith doing acts of lawless violence in our 
streets, must add the needless affront of perpetrating 
theln in the very presence of the highest officers of 
the law; nay, more than this, must wantonly outrage 
the honor of the state and the self-respect of every 
good citizen by a violent and deaùly assault \vith 
arnlS upon the person of a judge of the highest court 
of judicature in the state." 
I t is ,vorse than tin1e ,vasted to sho\v that logic 
RO tangle-footed ,viII not stand upon its legs; and the 
thick-stre\vn fallacies are so shallo,v that a child of 
ordinary intelligence could scarcely be deceived by 
theIne One 111 ore paragraph and I will pass on. 
"\Ve venture to assert that there is no jury in 
l
ngland or the United States which upon the evi- 
dence of this case of Judge Terry ,vould not ,vithout 
leaving the Lox render a verJict of acquittal, and 
that this verdict ,vould be received ,vith acclanlations 
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hy the people. N 0 l11an ,vould be 1110re ,villing or 
anxious than Judge l"erry to refer hilllself to the 
triLunals of his country and to a jury of his peers for 
trial, to stand or fall by their judgn1ent." Of this I 
have not the slightest doubt. The truth ,vill crop out 
in places under the editor's pen in spite of hinlself. 
"But no; this pri vilege ,yhich the constitution of the 
United States and of this state secures to hilll is 
denied, and the hUlniliating spectacle is presented to 
Californians, of their o,v
 high officer, selected by 
their free, unbridled suffrages, taken by violence and 
escorted by bayonets of alien soldiers to the \valls of 
a dungeon, to be tried, and, perchance, convicted 
,yithout the f01'n18 of substance, and in violation of 
every justice, right, or even decency." 
Sunday's sun rose bright upon the city. Glad 
hearts gathered in groups about the streets and talked 
of the events of yesterday. W orshippel's quietly 
"Tended their way to church, and all ,vas serene as 
eternal Sabbath. Let those 'v hose breasts are on this 
day filled \vith grat.eful praise thank God for another 
bloodless victory. Let all the people praise Hinl. Anù 
let those noble nlen, those men of lofty principles and 
temperate practice, let thern in his holy sanctuary 
praise God to-day for haying given thelll grace calnlly 
and righteously to perforln their duties of yesterday 
under pressure of great exciten1ent, and ,vhile in the 
possession of unlÏ111ited powTer. Great citizens of a 
great city, holding the fate of it in their fingers; and 
not a hair of the head hurt, even of the head of the 
lllonster crilne \vhich they had grappled! 
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PREPARATION FOR TRIAL. 


False by degrees and exquisitely wrong. 
Canning. 


THE evening of the day of his arrest, preparations 
'\vere nlade for the trial of Justice Terry. That the 
Conlmittee hoped to make quick ,york of it is eyident 
frOJll the fact that at this meeting a motion ,vas made 
and carried: "That we proceed to the trial of David 
S. Terry at ten o'clock A. M., June 22d, 1856, and 
that after the trial has comlllenced, no recess to exceed 
thirty minutes shall be taken unless for ,vant of evi- 
dence." Not only ,,"'as t.his rule shortly after rescinded, 
but the trial ,vas several times postponed. The saIne 
rules ,vere adopted to govern in this trial ,vhich ob- 
tained in the trial of Casey. I t ,vas further resolved, 
"that no vote of the executive comn1ittee inflicting 
the death penalty shall be binding unless passed by 
t,vo thirds of those present, proyiding that the trial 
jury shall not be C0l11posed of less than t,venty-six 
luembers or t,vo thirds of this body." 
rhis was after- 
wards changed so that three fifths could convict. 
The comlnittee on evidence ,vas then directed to 
notify the distinguished prisoner that if he had any 
witnesses to be sUI1ll11oned, he should give their nanles 
in order to prepare for trial on the follo\ving day. 
Upon the loss of their arll1S in the én
eute of the 
21st of June, the state rulers sent up another ,vail to 
the United States authorities for aid. Bout\vell 
seenled to be their only synlpathizer, and a pretext 
was now offered hilll, in the Í1l1prisonlnent of Ashe, 
( 402 ) 
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United States naval agent, to bon1barcl the city-, \vhicll 
he ,vas greatly desirous of doing. 
Sunday morning the executive comn1ittee received 
a letter from Captain Bout,vel1 of the United States 
ship John AcZcons, desiring to kno\v ho\v long 
fr 
Ashe \vould be detained bv the ConJmittee. The 
COlnmittee replied that the 01 tin1e for his deliverance 
had not been determined upon; that it \yas their de- 
sire to afford him all P?ssible facilities for the per- 
forlnance of his official duties, and that they trusted 
these unavoidable circulllstances \yould occasion no 
inconvenience to the c0l11n1allder of the Lldarns, nor 
delay the departure of his ship from this port. 
Ashe, being a federal officer, required delicate 
handling. That it ,vas an outrage for a 1l1an in the 
employ of the general governUlcnt to 111ix in the local 
affairs of the city, and to render hilllself obnoxious 
to the better sense of the best Inen, the COlnl11ittee 
keenly felt. But their oLject '

as not "'"ar \vith the 
federal governlnent; they- 111erely \yished to flush their 
political se\vcrs and go about their business. This 
,vas necessary, and to accol11plish it they ,vould \vage 
\VaT in any direction if necessary, but they did not 
deen1 it necessary to involve theulsclves in difficulties 
\vith the United States government; and as Ashe 
had not been arrested for any crilne, on receipt of the 
follo\ving cOllllnunication it ,vas resolved to discharge 
him, \vhich "
as done the day after his aITcst: 


"'Po the Executive Committee of Vi[Jilance:- 
" I feel innocent of having committed any crime, and it is unùer the belief 
that you do not accuse me of any th:1t I write to ask to be allowed to go on 
parole. If your body should allow me this favor I do promise, as a man of honor, 
strictly to comply, as far as being neutral in word and action while on parole. 

Iy official business must necessarily suffer \vhi1e confined here, I will of 
course stand in readiness to obey your call. 
" Yours, with respect, R, P. ASHE, Captain of Co. A." 


It is son10\vhat singular that it seen1S nevcr to have 
occurred to ..l\..she or Terry that their official business 
suffered ,vhile interlneddling ,vith the local afl
1irs of 
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San Francisco, or until they ,vere incarcerated for 
yiolent interference., After taking his testÍ1nony in 
the case of the people against Terry, Ashe ,vas dis- 
charged. Lieutenant Haxton of the ship .Adanls ,vas 
pern1itted to be present ,vhile l\lr Ashe ,vas giving 
his testill1ony. 
Subsequently Ashe begged to be released froll1 his 
pro111ise, c01nplained of the hard - heartedness of the 
Conln1Ìttee, and requested a, copy of his letter. 1fr 
Ashe ,vas inforn1ecl that release fro1l1 his prolllises to 
the COlll111ittee ,vould not be granted hilH, and that 
his case ,vould not be opened unless he surrendered 
hinlself a prisoner and so cancelled his parole. 
It ,vas in the manner and style f()llo,ving that V 01- 
lley no,v spoke to the COllilnittee: 


"HEAD-QUARTERS, SAN FRANCISCO, June 21, 1856. 
" To TITilliam T, Coleman and others, .
tyllng themselves Tlte JTigilance Committee.- 
"GEXTLEl\IEN: I learn that a person named I-Iopkins, claiming to act 
1.1llder your authority, a short time since visited the room of Judge Terry in 
this city, rushed upon him, and attempted to disarm him, and otherwise 
assaulted him, Judge Terry ill self-defence was compellcll to use a knife, 
".ith which he inflicted a severe, and, perhaps, a mortal wound. 
"From all the circumstances, as detailed to me, I have no doubt that 
should Hopkins unfortunately die, it would be a case of justifiable homicide, 
"I am informed that Judge Terry is now in the hands of the police, and 
that the hoase in which he is situated is surrounded by a large armed force 
under your orders, 
"I demand that the force be withdrawn and that Judge Terry be left in 
the custoùy of the officers of the law alone; that if he be in your !)ossession 
or powel' he be restored to the officers of the law; and I plcùge myself that 
he shall be held in safe custody to abide his trial and all legal proceedings, 
"This is the only course which will ayoid an immediate collision of arms, 
involYing the peace of the state, VOLNEY E, HOWARD, 
".11/aj. Gen, Fourth Divi8ion Commandin[J in San Francisco. 
"B, VV. LEIGH, Actiny A id-de-camp." 



Ionday, the 23d of June, l\1r A. P. Crittenden 
directed a letter to Terry ,vhich the COffiluittee de- 
('lined to deliver; like,vi
e the S
lJlle òay J uclge D. O. 
Shattuck addressod an. appeal to the Coullnittee on 
behalf of TeITY. By order J udO'e Shattuck's IDes- 
senger ,vas informed that the Co
mittee had no reply 
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to inake to his letter. l\Ir Crittenden was [tchllittecl to 
Terry's cell for half an hour the next day; like,,
ise a 
delegation of citizens consisting of Balie Peyton, Ashe, 
Thornton, Perley, Lubbock, 
!cAllister, and Benhanl. 
Letter frOlll Judge Terry to the Comn1ittee: 
"SAN FRA
CISCO, June 24th, 


"To the Executive Committee of Vigilance: 
"GE
TLE:;'\IEN: I desired to see :Mr Crittenden for the purpose amongf,t 
other things of requesting him to say to you on my behalf, that I have a wife 
and child dependent on me for support; that my personal affairs are comp
i- 
cated and involved, and as I have never confided my business to others it can- 
not be readily understood and settled except by myself; that if deprived of an 
opportunity of giving them my personal care for say two weeks, I believe no 
agent or admr. could or would save anything for my family, whilst I would be 
able in the above time to settle with all creditors and ensure to them a 1l10tl- 
est competence. 
"For the purpose of ensuring to my wife and boy a support in case by 
your verdict theywere deprived of my protection, and also to give me an oppor- 
tunity of vindicating my fair name which is dearer far than life, I request 
that the charges against me be submitted to a legal tribunal in this city, The 
judges of the criminal courts here are, I believe, allowed by you to be honest 
in this case. You, by your power and influence oyer Scannell, can socure 
what you would consider an honest and intelligent jury, or if you distrust 
Scannell I will agree that the jury may be summoned by a person named by 
yourselves and for whose honesty you will vouch, I will interpose no delay 
except as above stated; will make no application for a change of venue or for 
bail, anù will object to no juror because he is a member of your body or organiza- 
tion, for although at present the V, C, are naturally much incensed against me 
yet I will be well content after a few days give time for reflection to submit my 
cause to a jury composed of honest men though all may be members of the V, U. 
"I will further agree that if ùeath should ensue from the wound inflictell 
by me, I will at once resign my position, will make all the necessary arrange- 
mcnts, and if acquitted, will at once leavE" the state should you require it. 
"I make this request solely for the reason that I do not wish to leaye my 
family dependent on the charity of others; for myself I have sufficient fortitude 
to endure without flinching any fate which prm.idence may have in store for me. 
" If you do not grant the above request, I suggest that as to some of the 
specifications agäinst me transpiring years since and at a distance, the wit- 
nesses are not forthcoming at this instant, but are near by in San Joaquin 
county, I desire time as to those charges (say two days), in which to pro- 
cure those witnesses, as well as the most respectable gentlemen of Stockton 
from all sections of the Union to refute the aspersions upon my character, 
"I submit the foregoing for your consideration, I am not personaBy 
acquainted with any of you, but am informed that your body is composed of 
men of honor. If so, you desire only to do justice, and I think no injustice 
can be done by pursuing the course I have indicated. 
"Respectfully, etc.) D. S, TERRY." 
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The same day the sergeant-at-arms announced to 
the Executive that the deputy United States l\Iar- 
fo'hal ,vas at their outpost demanding adnlittance to 
the building. 1\;11' Dempster ,vaited on the marshal, 
and on his return reported that his demand ,vas prob- 
ably for J. R. 
1:aloney. The police and surveillance 
COID111i ttees ,vere then directed to renlove Maloney, 
and such other prisoners as they might deenl expe- 
dient, fi-'onl the building, preparatory to the introduc- 
tion of the lnarshal. The nlarshal ,vas then adnlÌtted. 
In his search for J\1:aloney the marshal, acco111panied 
by 1\11' Dempster, entered the cell of Terry, but 1\11' 
Denlpster ,vould not pernlÎt any conversation bet,veen 
the t\vo. After an unavailing search the 111arshal re- 
tired, and J\;Ialoney ,vas brought back to his cell. At 
the ll10rl1ing 111eeting of the 25th it ,vas ordered, 
"that in case any ,vrit or subpæna issues froIll the 
-United States court for Judge Terry, every effort to 

ccrete hilll and thus a void collision shall be resorted 
to, but in no case shall the said Terry be surrendered." 
The 
d of July the director of police inforllled the 
Executive that he expected every nlon1ent the sheriff 
üf Contra Costa County ,vith a ,vrit of habeas corpus 
for the Lody of Louis J\faloney. The director of 
police ,vas instructed to put Mr 1\ialoney out of tho 
reach of the sheriff. 
In 111 allY ,vays 1\1:1'. J\laloney ,vas interceded for; 
instance the accolllpanying letter: 


" GEXTLEMEN: 


"SAY FRANCISCO, July 2, 1856. 


"At thc request of }\'[r }\'[aloneyand his friends we beg leave to submit to 
)TOU the following considerations, hoping that they may be of use to him in 
his present circumstances. '\Ye have known Mr l\Ialoney many years, when 
a resident in the Atlantic States, Of the truth of the l)articular charges 
which may have been brought against him (they not having beenlllade public) 
,',-c of course are entirely ignorant. 
"During the many ycars we knew him upon the other side, no charge 
derogatory to his character as a gentlcman camc to ou.c knowledge. 
"From our previous knowledge of 1\11' )laloney we should be slow to 
believe that he has by criminal practices forfeited his good namc and character, 
and brought Jisórace upon his rc::;pcctaLle relations upon th.o other side, whose 
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honor and good name are intimately bound up with his. \Ye address you as 
a mere matter of justice to one many of us have known from boyhood, and 
with the belief that what we have written will be received in the spirit in 
which it is submitted and will receive at your hands the weight and consiù- 
atioll to which it is entitled, 
" \Vith great respect, your obedient servants, 
" J os, P. HOGJ
, 
"THOMPSON CAMrBELL, 
"THOS. \V. SUTHERLAND, 
"\V. tV. }'RENCH, 
" P. BÉQUETTE, 
" \V ALTER 1\1. ROCKWELL, 
"JAS. C. L. WADSWORTH, 
" \tV M. BOTHWELL, 
"HENRY B. TRUETT. 
" To the Executive Committee of the Vigilance Committee of San F,'ancisco. " 
Three gentlemen of the executive cOlnn1Ïttee \vere 
appointed to relnail1 near the door and attend to such 
outside business as n1ight be offered in order that the 
trial of 
eerry n1Ïght not be interrupted. On \Vednes- 
day John Sinle illforlned the COllllnittee that therc 
certainly ,vas an organized plan of attack upon the 
vigilance building to take place that night by n1en 
,vi th side-arllls. 
\Vhereupon at the next meeting Jules David offered 
the follo\ving resolution, 'v hich was adopted: 


" In view of the large number of prisoners now in this garrison, and of the 
danger of an attempt at rescue by our enemies; therefore, resolved, that the 
marshal be directed to keep, until the trial of D, S. Terry is concludcd, 
within these buildings a force of not less than seventy-five men, and to post 
sentries at the forowing points: Four men at the corner of Front and Sacra- 
mento streets; two men at the corner of Battery and Sacramento streets; 
four men at the corner of Commercial and Front streets; four men at the 
corner of Davis and Commercial streets; four men at the corner of Davis and 
Sacramento streets; two men at the corner of California and Davis; four men 
at the corner of Front and California streets; two men at the corner of Front 
and Battery streets; two men in front of 1\1. F. Truett's building, besides a 
strong guard inside of the sand-bags on Sacramento and Davis streets, Also to 
keep a picket of twenty-five armed men 011 the lower floor of this building, re=:tdy 
to be marched at a moment's notice to any point where they may be needçd, " 


For such troublous tÌ1nes, for purposes of defence, 
the vigilance quarters ,vere ,veak, the Comn1Ïttce 
kne\v they ,vere \veak. They ,vere chosen for their 
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convenience of location, and intended only for telTIpO- 
rary use. Their cause ,vas fortified in the hearts .of 
the people, ,vhere alone their strength lay. Blo\v to 
at0111S :b"ort Vigilance, seize their arms and anllTIuni- 
tion, raze to the ground every building in San Fran- 
cisco; all this does not affect the cause one 'v hit; only 
a slaughter of the citizens ,viII persuade the1n from 
renovating their city. Alrnost any spot ",
ould serve 
as a rendezvous. 
Every effort ,vas made to intimidate n1elTIbers of 
the COlTIlTIittee; nun1berless letters 'v ere ,vritten and 
n1essages sent to lnenlbers of the Con11Ilittee, con- 
taining threats against property and life. I t ,vas thcir 
doternlÎnation if possible to capture the Executive, 
and either hold them as hostages, or dispose of thenl 
in SOlne other ,vay. Certain of the Con1n1ittee "
ere 
so sure that attenlpts at capture ,,,"ould be lnade, that 
on going 1l0me fron1 the Con1Inittee rOOITIS at night 
thev carried a cocked revolver in their hand. Others 
oJ 
,vould not go horne at all, but bivouacked at head- 
quarters. A body of Texans, they ,vere told, ,vere 
cOllling fron1 the San Joaquin region to take theln. 
They ,vould attack them from the Bay, and so appre- 
hensive of it ,vere they that they blocked all the 
se,vers by ,vhich approach to head-quarters could be 
made. Their plan ,vas said to be to carry in gunpo,vder 
through the se,vers and blo\v up the buildings. 
It is said that for \veeks during the trial a sharp- 
shooter lay hidden in the saloon on the north-east 
corner of Jj'ront and Sacramento streets, ,vho in case 
Terry ,vas hanged purposed ,vith a rifle-ball to cut the 
rope. Whether this story is true or not it sho\vs to 
what desperate straits their thoughts led them for his 
release. 
r\S his last resource, the governor on the 27th of 
June addresses a strong appeal to Captain Bout,vell, 
coneluding thus: 


"From the state of thin
s now existing in San Francisco, and I may say 
in other portions of the state, I have no hesitation in saying that his life is in 
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imminpnt danger and peril from the lawless violence of said 'Vigilance Com- 
mittee, and it is wholly beyond the civil and military power of this state to 
})rotcct him from such threatened violence, without the resort to menns which 
'would, in all probability, involve the state in civil war, a cl,lamity greatly to 
be deprecated under all circumstances, and which I am most earnestly desirous 
shall be averted, 
"\Yherefore, in thp name and by authority of the power vested in me as 
governor of the state of California, I ask at your hands, and with the 1) ower 
and means under your command, the protection and security of the said Da,.i<l 
K Terry from all violence or punishment by said Committee or any other 
power, except such punishment as may be inflicted on him in due course of 
law. 
"In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name, and caused 
to be affixed the [L. s,] :::;tate of California, on the 27th day of June, 183û, 
"J. NEELY JOHXSO:X," 


Judge Terry also appeals to Bout\vell, sending his 
letter by one of the friends which the COllllllittce 
,vere lenient enough to a(hnit to his presence. 
"SAN FR.AXC'ISCO, CAL" Jun
 28, 183f3. 
"SIR: I desire to inform you that I am a native-born citizen of the Unite(l 
States, and one of the justices of the supreme court of the state of California, 
aad that, on the 21st day of June instant, I was seized with force and violence 
by an armed body of men gtyling themselves the Yigilance COlllmittee, and 
was conveyed by them to a fort ,vhich they had erected and formidably in- 
trenched with cannon in the heart of the city of San Francisco; and that, 
since that time, I have been helù a prisoner in close custody, and guardeJ day 
anù night by large bodies of armed men with muskets anù bayonets, by order 
of the said Committee. I desire further to inform you that the said Committee 
i
 a powerful organization of men acting in open and armed rebellion against 
the lawful authorities of this sta,te; that they have resisted by force the exe- 
cution of the writ of habeas corpus, and have publicly declared, through their 
organs, that their will was the supreme law of the state, 
"The government of the state has already made ineffectual efforts to quell 
this rebellion, and the traitors, emboldened by success, have already hung two 
men and banished a great many others, and some of their members now openly 
threaten to seize the forts and arsenals of the United States, as well as the 
ships of war in port, and secede from the federal Union. 
"During my imprisonment I have suffered the indignity of being hand- 
cuffed by these rebels, my friends are denied all access to me, and all kiwIs of 
terrorism are resorted to to compel me to resign my oftìce, I d{'sire furthpr 
to infonn you that said Committee is now engaged in trying me as a crim- 
inal for attempting resistance to their authority, anù also for an assault with 
intent to kill one of their members, whilst I acted solely in defence of my 
own life against their assaults Oil the public streets, and that I am in hourly 
danger of suffering an ignominious death at the hands of these traitors and 
assassins, 
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"In this emergency I invoke the protection of the flag of my country. I 
call on you promptly to interfere, with all the powers at your disposal, to pro- 
tect my life from the impending periL Let me remind you of the conduct of 
the noble and gallant Ingraham, when the life anù liberty of a man only claim- 
ing to be an .American citizen was concerned. From your high character, I 
flatter myself that this appeal will receive your early and favorable consider- 
.j.' 
a"lOn. 


" I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"DAYID S, TERRY, 
"Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of California," 


In the supercillious tone of one born to com111and 
Captain Bout\vell now writes the Committee: 


" u, S, SHIP 'J OHY ADAMS,' } 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL" June 28th, 1856. 
"GE:YTLEl\IEY : You are either in open rebellion against the laws of your 
country, and in a state of war, or you are an association of American citizens 
com bined together for the purpose of redressing an evil, real or imaginary, 
under a suspension of the laws of California. If you occupy the position as- 
signed to you by Judge Shattuck, one of your ablest judges, and one who 
sympathizes with those who wish to reform abuses under the law, I, as an 
officer of the United States, request that you will deal with Judge Terry as a 
prisoner of war, and place him on board my ship. But if you desire to oc- 
cupy the position of a party of citizens acting under a suspension of or against 
the law of California, you will, I think, on reflection, and from a desire to 
conform to the requirements of the constitution of your country, from a due 
regard to justice, and. above all, from a desire to avoid the shedding of 
American blood by American citizens, on American soil, surrender Judge 
Terry to the lawful authority of the state. You, gentlemen, I doubt not, are 
familiar with tbe case of Kostza. If the action of Captain Ingraham in inter- 
fering to save the life of Kostza, who was not an American citizen, met the 
approLation of his country, how much more necessary is it for me to use all 
the power at my command to save the life of a native-born American citizen, 
whose only offence is believed to be in his effort to carry out the law, obey 
the governor's proclamation, and in defence of his own life. The attack of 
one of the policemen of the Vigilance Committee, who perhaps would have 
killed the judge if the judge had not wounded his adversary, was clearly 
without the sanction of law. Gentlemen of the Committee, pause and reflect 
Defore you condemn to death, in secret, an American citizen, who is entitled 
to a public and impartial trial by a judge and jury recognized by the laws of 
his country. I trust you will appreciate my motives and consider my position. 
I most earnestly pray that some arrangement may be effected by which peace 
and quietude may be restored to the excited community. 
"I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"E. B. BOUTWELL, Commander. 
"To the Executive Committee of Vi[/ilance." 
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To this coulnìunication the captain of the Adants 
received the following reply: 
"EXECUTIVE COì\nUTTEE CHA::.\IBERS, } 
SAN FRANCISCO, June 28th, 1856. 
"DEAR SIR : Your communication under even date with this, was re- 
ceived a short time since, and I am directed by the executive committee to 
state to you that its contents will receive our consideration. 
'ó I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"33, Secretary," 


After \vhich Bout\vell wrote the governor some\vhat 
discouragingly: 


" u. S. SHIP' JOHN ADAl\IS,' } 
Off San Francisco, Cat, June 29, 1836. 
" GOVERNOR: I have had the honor to receive your communication of the 
27th inst., and after giving it the consideration so important a document de- 
serves, I am sorry to be compelled to inform you that the unanimity with 
which the people of the city of San Francisco deprecate any interference on 
the part of the federal government with their affairs, would, I think, werG I 
to interfere, do much injury, endanger the life of Judge Terry, and delay 
the settlement of the unhappy controversy now existing between the state 
government and a very large proportion of the citizens of the city of San Fran- 
cisco, I understand that the condition of Mr Hopkins is improving, and, in 
a few days more, he may be so far recovered as no longer to afford the 
Vigilance Committee any excuse for keeping the judge in custoùy. A civil 
war, the greatest of horrors, ought to be avoided, if possible, and any inter- 
ferellce of mine to obtain the person of Judge Terry, without the sanction of 
the Committee, may bring about one. I could destroy the city of San Fran- 
cisco with the guns of the John Adams, but, in the ruins, friends as well as 
others would suffer, If I could persuade the Committee to set Judge Terry 
at liberty, I should be most happy to do so. If I demand his release, and 
they fail to give him up, I must either batter the town down or render myself 
ridiculous in the eyes of the world, and incur the displeasure of my govern- 
ment, neither of which is consonant with my present feelings. If Hopkins 
dies, and the Committee condemn Judge Terry to death, I will make an ("{- 
fort to save his life in such a manller as not to be offensive to my fellow.. 
citizens. I have the honor to be your obedient ser\"ant, 
"E. B, BOUTWELL, Commander. 
"His Excellency J. Neel!! Johnson, Governor of the Sta,te of Califurnia." 


Bout,vell, not satisfied ,vith the S01l1e\vhat curt reply 
of the C0l11lnittee to his letter, on the 30th of Juno 
,vrites again relllindillg then1 of his COlll111lu1Ïcation of 
the 28th, and requesting an ans,ver. The cOlnn1ittee 
replied: "\Ve have suLn1itted the ,vhole correspondence 
to your superior officer, Captain D. G. Farragut." 
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It ,viII be remembered that prior to the organization 
of the cOlnmittee the Adarns had been lying at an- 
chor at Sauzalito; and shortly after she can1e over 
and took her station at the foot of Sacralnento street, 
,vhere she menaced head-quarters, and ,vhence her 
captain Inade no secret she ,vould take great pleasure 
in shelling the to"\vn. 
Little attention ,vas paid at first to this movelnent, 
as the Comlnittee had no thoughts of quarrelling ,vith 
the home government; ,vhen so unexpectedly they 
found alnong their lodgers a justice of the supreme 
court and a United States naval agent, and the con1- 
luander of the Acla1ns seemed every day to gro,y n1oro 
and more belligerent, the COInmittee deelned it prudent 
either to yield obedience or to prepare for an attack. 
As they never ,vore stronger than no,v, and had never 
for a Inon1ent faltered, they did not hesitate a InOlnent 
,vhat course to adopt. 


J. D. Far,vell ,vas at this tin1e chairInan of the 
n1arine cOlnn1ittee, and as such it devolved on him to 
afford protection from attack froln tho sea. ImIne- 
diately Bout,vell began to threaten, a meeting was held 
and the follo,ving course resolved on: The plan ,vas 
to place in an old hulk lying convenient t,yO hundred 
yigilant sharp-shooters, picked rifleulen; and the 
n10I11ent Bout,vell opened fire, to lay this vessel along- 
side his ship by means of t,vo tugs, the riflemen to 
begin their shooting the 111on1ent they can1e ,vithin 
range). and as soon as they reached the .Llclc(/Jns to 
JUIn}) on board, clear the deck, and take possession of 
the ship. The hulk ,vas n1ade ready to slip her cable 
and fasten to the tug-boats in an instant; the tugs 
'v ere kept in readiness night and day ,vith stealn up, 
and the rifleIllen ,vere ,vaiting ready at a m0111ent's 
notice at head-quarters, so that it ,vas estilnated that 
llalf an hour at farthest "\vould be ample tilne in ,vhich 
to silence the Acla1ns, should she open :fire at any hour 
of the night or day. If by any possibility this plan 
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shou
d fail, floats \vere prepared \vith c0111bustiLles at- 
tached \yith chains to s\ving \vith the tide, and so drop 
do,yn upon the ..í.ldanì8. 
..L-\nother plan ,va::; for the conlnlittee to take posses- 
sion of Alcatraz and other forts in the harbor, and 
bring their guns to bear upon the Aclan
s in case 
her comnlander carried his threat into execution; and 
the generally expre88ed opinion "
as that had such an 
attenlpt been lnade not a Ulan "Tould have been left 
alive on board the vessel, there being alnong the eight 
thousand vigilants then under arlllS, nlany 111en-of-,var's 
111en and naval officers accustonled to 111arine ,val' 
lllatters, to firing cannon, boarding vessels, and \vho 
,vere not afraid to Inake the attell1pt; and as she un- 
questionably \vould have been attacked on all sides by 
steam-going craft, her chances of escape \vould have 
been sIn all. 
The evil enthusiasnl of Bout\vell brought the Com- 
Inittee into conlnlunication \vith Farragut, \vho gave 
the Conl111ittee to understand that he disapproved of 
the action of Bout,vell, and a

ured thenl that so long 
as they continued in the line at present pursued al1ll 
indicated, \v hile regretting the existing state of affairs, 
he \,,"ould not 1110lest theul. Very properly he hoped 
they ,vould terminate their ,vork as speedily as pos- 
sible, \y hich the COllllnittee assured hiIll they \voulù 
be only too glad to do. 

fr Colenlan had long personal intervie\vs both 
\yith Farragut and \yith \V 001 in \vhich he explained 
to thenl the nature, origin, and purpose of the canl- 
paign, and in these intervie\vs and explanation
 both 
officers expressed thclllsel ves ,veIl satisfied \\Tith the 
integrity of the COllllnittec and the necessity of their 
course. Both deprccated the rash action of the oppo- 
8ition, and regretted the llcce8sity that inlpelled the 
Conln1Ïttee into ullkno\vn depths; as officcrs their 
po
itiolls could not be cOluproll1Îscd, but as long as it 
lay in their po,ver, and so far as their influence ex- 
tended, the federal government should l'Clllain ucutral. 


.If< 
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The great point ,vith these gentlen1en \vas 'v 11 ether 
there ,vas in the movement anything of a political, 
secession, or Pacific-elupire nature, and ,vhen satisfied 
that there ,vas nothing of this kind, no disloyalty 
lurking under the guise of patriotisln, as is too often 
the case, they ,vere content as to the rest, and so 
expressed thelnsel Yes. 
The same day that Bout,vell's letter ,vas received 
by the Comn1ittee, Far\vell and one or t,vo others 
,vere despatched to l\1are Island to see Farragut. 
All the Stean1 Navigation COlnpany's boats were at 
the order of the Comn1Ïttee. Far,vell took the four 
0' clock up-boat for Benicia, and ordered the do,vn- 
boat to ,vait for him there. Proceeding to 1fare 
Island the vigilants found Farragut in bed, it being 
by this tilne about t,velve o'clock at night. Rousing 
llim the lnessengers made kno,vn their Lusiness. 
They ,vere courteously received, and \vine placed be- 
fore them. 
Far\vell then eXplained the character and purposes 
of the vigilance association, and expressed the hope 
that it luight not COlne in contact \;vith the federal 
anthorities. 
" Your navy agent arrayed himBelf against us ,vith 
arn1S upon the streets," said Far,vell, "and ,ve have 
taken him. We do not ,vant hilU, and if you think 
the service will suffer, ,ve will let hilU go." 
" N 0, no," exclaimed Farragut, "I don't think the 
service ,vill suffer." 
" Bout\vell threatens to fire on us," continued Far- 
,yell, "and ,ve hope you \vill interpose your authority 
. " 
to prevent It. 
"Bout\vell shall hear fron1 nle," ,vas the captain's 
reply. 
Captain Farragut continued to express sympathy 
,vith the Committee, although he had but little to say 
about it. Farwell spoke never a ,vord about his old 
hulk, his t,vo hundred riflemen, and his float of conl- 
bl1stibles. 
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Shortly afte
 Boutwell received the follo\ving lotter 
fron1 Farragut: 
"MARE ISLAND NAVY YARD, July 1st, 18.36. 
"DEAR !SIR: I yesterday received a communication from the Vigilance 
Committee enclosing a correspondence between yourself and the Committee, 
in relation to the release of Judge Terry, and requesting my interposition. 
Although I agree with you in the opinions therein expressed in relation to 
the constitutional points, I cannot agree that you have any right to interfere 
in this matter, and I so understood you to think when we parted, The con- 
stitution requires, before any interference on the part of the general govenl- 
ment, that the legislature shall be convened, if possible, and, if it cannot 
be convened, then upon the application of the executive, Now, I have seen 
no reason why the legislature could not have been convenec1long since, yet it 
has not beeIi done, nor has the governor taken any steps that I know of to 
call them together. 
" In all cases within my knowledge the government of the United States 
has been very careful not to interfere with the domestic troubles of the 
states, when they were strictly domestic, and no collision ,vas made with the 
laws of the United States, and they have always been studious in avoiding 
as much as possible a collision with state-right principles. The commenta- 
tors Kent and Story agree that the fact of the reference to the president of 
the United States by the legislature and executive of the state is the great 
guarantee of state rights. 
"I feel no disposition to interfere with your command, but so long as you 
are within the waters of my command, it becomes my duty to restrain yon 
from doing anything to augment the very great excitement in this distracted 
community until we receive instructions from the government. All the facts 
of the case have been fully set before the government by both parties, and 
'We must patiently await the result, 
"Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"D, G. FARRAGUT, Commandant JJfare Island. 
"Commander E. B. Boutwell, commanding U. S. ship John Adams, Cali- 
fornia, 
" P. S, -We must not act except in case of an overt act against the 
United States. Yours," D, G. F." 


In ans,,"'er to w hicb. Farragut received the follo,v- 
Ing: 


"U. S, SHIP , JOHN ADAl\IS,' } 
Off San Francisco, Cal. , July 2, 18.:JG, 
"l\Iv DEAR SIR: I have received your letter of the first instant, and as I 
do not wish to 'augment the very great excitement in this distressed com- 
munity' by my presence, I shall go to sea as soon as possible. I think it due 
to myself, however, to state, that I considered my ship, after I left the nayy- 
yard on 
Iare Island, to be under the command of Commodore l\:1eryine, or I 
should have consulted you in regard to the action I took to obtain the release 
of Judge Terry, and therefore diel not meall to treat you with any disrespect; 
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indeed, I would have done so anyhow if it had been convenient. It is true 
that we concurred at one time in the opinion that we ought to wait for orders 
from 'Vashington before taking any part in the San Francisco troubles; but 
the fact of your having consented to serve on a committee to settle the contro- 
versy between the state authorities of California and the Vigils.nce Committee, 
induced me to believe that your opinion on the subject had undergone.a 
change. In regard to the interference of the federal officers, I am unable to 
discover any difference, so fa!' as the doctrine of state right is concerned, 
Letween the position of the commander ûf the navy-yard at 
lare Island, who 
acts, or consents to act, as a commissioner to settle the terms of peace, and 
the commander of the John Adams, who writes a letter to the Committee of 
Yigilance, asking that the life of an American citizen may not be taken in 
haste, and that he may be dealt with according to the laws of his country. I 
am a state-rights man myself, and therefore do not believe that it is any part 
of the creed to overturn the laws of the state, hang men without a trial by 
jury, and impri:son a judge of the supreme court, Independent of all this, 
they, the committee, have interfered with the federal government in arresting 
the navy agent of this port, without legal authority, and in violation of the 
dearest rights guaranteed by the constitution of the United States to every 
citizen. 
"In conclusion, sir, I must inform you that I have been applied to by the 
governor of the state, Judge Terry the prisoner himself, the collector of the 
port, the United States marshal of this district, and appealed to by the dis- 
tressed wife of the judge, to interfere in this unhappy controversy between 
a portion of the people of San Francisco on the one side, and the state on the 
other; and '\That I have done has been dictated by humanity, a conscientious 
discharge of my duty, and I am prepared to meet the consequences. 
"I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"E. B. BOUT\YELL, Commalld'?r, " 


No notice was taken of this sOlne,vhat inlpertinent 
epistle by Farragut, except that portion of it threat- 
ening to put to sea, to which reply ,vas made as 
follo\vs : 
"
IARE ISLA
D NAVY YARD, July 3d, 1856. 
"Commander E, B, Boutwell, Commanding U, S, ship 'John Adams:' 
"SIR: You will remain where you are, until further orders from me. 
" Your obedient servant, 
"D. G, FARRAGUT, Commandant Mare Island," 


Up to the tinle of the arrest of the naval agent 
Ashe, Farragut had sympathized \vith the efforts of 
the Vigilance Committee. But Ashe was a federal 
official, and his person, under whatsoever circulIl- 
stances placed, must be regarded as sacred by federal 
comn1anders. Noone had any respect for the gover- 
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nor. Farragut does not seem to have been specially 
] >leased \vith Johnson, SherIllan, and Terry, and \vith 
their attell1pt to dra\y General ,V 001 into their 
quarrels. He had respect for the rcforn1ers, whonl 
he believed to be engaged in a good \volk until they 
touched ODe of his little federal idols. They Inight 
defy the governor, and hang anyone \yho was not of 
his foJd. It made quite a difference as to the right 
of the matter, \vhether the person charged ,vith Lad 
behavior ,vas a servant of the state of Californ;a or of 
the United States. 
The 30th of June Farragut briefly revie,ved the 
situation in a letter to Dobbin, secretary of the navy, 
stating nlatt.ers in the nu1Ïn correctly. Although 
,vritten nine days after the affray, nothing is said of 
the arrest of 
rerry, l\..she, and" our old naval store- 
keeper J\Ialoney." But soon <lftcr\vard, nothing having 
intervened to alter the situation, 
'arragut's n1Ïud 
SCClns to have undergone a change. Evidently he had 
lllade up his Inind, as some years later ,vas the case 
,vith regard to fighting for or against his countryn1ell, 
that in case of a conflict, right or ,vrong, he lUUSt Le 
found on the side of the strongest, \yhich unquestion- 
ably \vould be that of the federal authorities. There- 
fore ,vhen he again ,vrote Dobbin the 2d of July, his 
tone in speaking of the ,Tigilance COllilnittee had 
son1e\vhat changed, and his statements ,vere not all 
of thelll correct. The correspondence that follo,veJ. 
bet\veen Farragut, Dobbin, and Bout,v.ell beCOll1eS 
lengthy and tiresome, and as it involves neither in- 
forn1ation nor principle I,yill for the 1110st part pass it 
Ly. The staten1cnt regarding the capture of tho 
chivalry that "the Vigilance Con1111itteo clailll it to 
be a successful revolution" \vas not true; and the ill- 
tilnations that Ashe and others ,vere released on 
account of the action or attitude assun1ed by the 
J\Iare Island comn1ander ,yere equally erroneous, tho 
C01l1lnittee acting, in fact, ,vithout greatly concerning 
themselves about him. The discharge of Ashe ,vas 
Pop, TRIB" VOL. II. 27 
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,ybolly yoluntary on the part of the COl1unittee, the 
letter" froll1 Farragut requesting thetn to do so not 
bcing received until after the naval agent had Leen 
set at liberty. 
By the 17th of July the governlnent party" are 
unable to resist the grossest outrages and excesses 
cOlnnlitted by the vigilance party." By August fears 
,,,ere pretended lest the" associated 1110bites, styling 
the111Sel yes a vigilance C0l1I1nittee," should steal SOlne 
four Inil1ions of governlnent money then in San Fran- 
cisco. Farragut well kne,v that he ,vas lnisrepresent- 
iug the Comn1Ïttee and their acts \vhen he ,vrote his 
governnIent: "These people have been running riot, 
and setting all la,v and the constitution at defiance, 
and I did not leno,,, at ,,,hat n10lnent they ,vould seizo 
the 1110neyat the brancll Inint. The history of nearly 
nIl revolutionary movements sho,ys such to be the 1"0- 
suIt the nlOlnent the cana71le get the upper hand." 
Far,vcll, and Case, and Colcnnan, Farragut had seen 
and corresponded ,vith on the subject. He kno,v 
thonl, their past lives and their present purpose. 
Does he really believe that they, ".ith Tillinghast, 
Sclign1an, Brittan, Goddard, Hale, 1\1eyer, 1'ubbs, 
'Val1ace, Titcomb, Rogers, Osgood, Hutchins, and the 
rest, ,viII fill their pockets at the mint, or perluit 
others to do so 1 Are they fair and manly ,vords 
,vhich place such Inen as Selby, Flint, Baker, Pearce, 
Vail, Hubbell, Grisar, Taylor, Ballger, Sheppard, 
Wehb, David, ,vith half the other respectable mer- 
chants, and bankers, and luechanics of San Francisco, 
in the category of canaille P 
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THE PRISONER AND THE INV ALID. 


On which side you please; I hear you. 
Rabelais. 


EGOISM and patriotism are close akin, the one being 
for one's self and the other for one's country. Both 
are of divers phases, and may be adlnirable or detest- 
able. Thero is little apart from selfishness in gods or 
HICH; but there are S01118 species of selfishness ,vhich 
3r
 less unlovely than others; indeed, there is a self.. 
i. Illness so rofined as to be taken for the 1110st exalted 
self-denial. Love and self-sacrifice are one fortH uf 
c6'oisln; hate and the sacrifice of others are another 
fdI'ln. 
There have been instances where 111en have appar- 
ently loved their country lTIOre than. thc1l1selves; that 
is, ,,,hero they ,vould forego "\vealth, po,ver, fame, if 
t:lereby they could the more fully benefit their country. 
But \vith nlo:-,t luen it is found far easier to sacrifice 
others to their country than then1selves. vVhatcycr 
\ve or our eountl'Y may be, we nlust uphold that right 
or \vrong, and that is self-respect and patriotisln. 
The patriotislu of an opponent is a patriotisn1 ,vhich 
has not one redeeming trait, being a subterfuge, a 
trade, a Incans of self-exaltation. 
The CgOiSllJ and patriotism of David S. Terry 'v ere 
not of thi
 base order. He did not love hinlself to 
the hatred of all other men; he had a host of friend
, 
for ahuost anyone of ,vhom he would risk his life. 
He did not love himself so far as to desire the su- 
premest blessings and benefits for himsslf, the next 
( .(19 ) 
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best for his friends, and for his eneillies none at all. 
\Vhatever ll1a y be said \vith regard to his eneluies, he 
al,vays had friends WhOlll, so far as lay in his po\ver, 
he preferred in honor and profit to his own interests. 
EL
ew here he preferred hilllself. 
Nor 'Vère bis egoiS111 and patriotisln of the highest 
order. His loves and hates \vere tensely strung, so 
as to subordinate rea
on and the nobler instincts of 
t.he n1ind wherever \vere touched the objects of his 
solicitude. In the presence of his friends his self. 
regard blazed into a fiery tenderness for then1; and 
this love he lavished on all born beneath his native 
skies, on all \vho saw as he sa\v, \vho entertained the 
saIne ideas of n1anhood, and translated honor a.nd 
noLility of nature out of the same vehement lexicon. 
Turning tò the history of Texas, ,ve find no Inen on 
earth lllore brave, high-spirited, and chivalrous than 
those ,vho fought out, first secession frolll l\fexico, and 
then independence, and a proper place in the great re- 
public. There ,vas everything about the conditions 
and environment, political and lnaterial, of the early 
settlers in Texas froln the United States to make 
them strong lovers of country. Houston, Austin, and 
the rest \vere not al\,"'ays right, but they ,vere gener- 
ally so, and were al\vays found battling for what they 
deeL11Cd the best interests of a new and independent 
COlnmol1\vealth. And this \vas not so yery long ago; 
and t.here was not a Texan living in 1856 on whose 
characttìr the early exploits of their countrymen \vere 
not vi
ibly stamped. Look at Jack Hays, the Texan 
Ranger; brilliant, fiery, fearless, but not more fearless 
and fiery then Terry, ,vho like\vise possessed n1arked 
talents as a jurist. 1Inny old Californians ,viII re- 
n1ember Colonel Gift, a jovial southerner, skilled in 
blasphelllY, the very counterpart of the psalm-singing 
Yankee. Hays was a proillinent politician as \vell as 
,varrior; Terry's physical courage ,vas in no ,vay be- 
hind his mpntal ability. It was remarkable, the in- 
tensity of his nature ill every direction; hence it is no 
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wonder that when the bent of such a n1ind took a cer- 
tain direction, right or "vrong, on any given proposi- 
tioll, it ,vould follo\v that line to the end, though 
destruction and death stood in the ,yay. 
\V c can easily understand ho\v, to these chivalrous 
southerners, the northern Inen of merchandise, with 
thcir pril11 and puritanical ,vays, \vere at tilllCS exceed- 
ingly distasteful. Besides the prejudices of class and 
country, the question of slavery ,vas then at its hot- 
test, and entered into most of the ll1easures of the day, 
pernlitting few permanent friendships bet\veen pcrsonr, 
fr01n the t\VO different sections. Like the chivalry of 
Spain, and the upper class of all countries ,vhere en- 
forced labor is COn11TIOn, the southern gentlen1an looked 
do\vn upon ,vork, even shop-keeping being placed by 
h in1 in that category. He n1ight o\vn lands and ne- 
groes, raise cotton, tobacco, anJ hogs; but to l11anu- 
facture cloth frotTI the cotton, to peddle out the tobacco, 
or cut up and sllloke the swine-those "vere occupations 
lTIOre befitting the white trash, ,vhether of the sou
h 
or north. Thus ,ve see ho,v differently such 111en nlust 
ever be regarded by those who yie\v them from differ- 
ent standpoints. 
He "vas not sordid; he could not love gold strongly; 
,yhiJe so fully absorbed by on8 passion, it ,vas iLnpos- 
siLle for hilTI hospitably to entertain all the other pas- 
sions. His intellect ,vas subtile as ,veIl as broad and 
solid, yet its subtility was tinctured by the saIne preju- 
dice ,vhich discolored all other objects. He ,vas a kind 
husband, a good father, and an honest lllan. He ,vas 
Inbued \vith a chivalrous sense of honor, but in his 
mind chivalry and honor were in their nature, as fronl 
a northern standpoint, misconstrued. The essential 
and fundanleutal qualities of both in the eyes of the 
bacon-venders ,vere lacking. Chivalry, they cl.ailll.ed, 
he placed before humanitv, and honor before JustIce. 
IIis nature ,vas more than oIordinarily fine, but hi:::; 111Ïnd 
had been early deflected by envirollInent. 
a
e at 
that day a southern man with southern prillciples, 



422 


THE PRISONER AND THE INVALID. 


place bin1 in antagoniSlTI ,vith northern men and north- 
ern principles, let hinl have ,vithal a love of slavery, 
of feudalistic force and 1110rtal arbitrament in the de- 
tern1Ïning of differences, surround him ,,'"ith an atnloS- 
phere of flaming love of self, of kindred, friends, and 
country, of strong dislike to,vard things foreign, es- 
pecially if encountered in opposition to preconceived 
notions of lllanliness and honorable bearing; cast such 
a character loose in California in the days of the In- 
ferno, give it boon companions, flatterers; give it po- 
sition, influence, generous \vine, and fair ,vonlen-and 
you have a strong partisan, a Inan of honor and integ- 
rity alnong synlpathizing friends; while among cnell1Íes 
it \vas ilnpo
sible to foresee \vhat at any n10nlent lllight 
happen. It is a ,character glaring \vith inconsistencies 
auù contradictions, a character \vhich 111Ust needs 
gratify all its o\vn la\v-breaking propensities, Lut denies 
under the statute any such right to others. 
There n1ust have been much that \vas good in Judge 
Terry to bave ll1ade him so lllany ,varnl friends. But 
\ye must ren1e01ber that at that tiule he ,vas the challl- 
piou of a part.r, the representative of a powerful clique, 
,vbose instincts were, like his, displaying theu1sclvcs 
Ly like exploits. Ashe and Terry in 1846 had been 
privates in Bellew's COlnpany of mounted rangers, 
under the con1Inand of Hays, of Taylor's division. 
,- I kllo\v," says Ashe in his testin10ny at the tri[tl, 
" that as a soldier and a patriot he has not his superior, 
and that as a citizen his characteristics are a loyo of 
equity, and a \VarIn, kind, generous heart." He \V3S 
proud and haughty in the presence of strangers. In 
the Blues' arlnory, just previous to his surrender, ,vhen 
..L\.she assured hin1 of his friendship, pledging hin)self 
ta stand by hin1 and fight it out, it is said that Terry 
burst into tears, and said: "No; I hate to surrender 
to a 1110b, but I have acted only in self-defence." 
As one an10ng a thousand \vho had a clear opinion 
on the subject, I may mention Ed,vard F. N orthaln. 
:àIr N orthalll ,vas a native of Newport, Rhode Island. 
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His father ,vas active as one of the nlerchants and 
ship-owners of that town when it ranked but third in 
ill1portance among American ports. Naturally, \vhen 

Ir :N orthan1 caIne to California he engaged in busi- 
ness, and \vhen crime got the upper hand, he ,vas 
active in putting it do\vn. " Talk about the legality 
of the :1cts of the Vigilance Comn1Ïttee," says l\lr 
N orthanl; ",vas the Declaration of Independence a 
legal document? 'Vere Luther's theses orthodox? 
Ho\y. lllany of the great reforms, reformations, and 
revolutions of the world \vhich have delivered n1au- 
kind from the po\ver of evil have been legal? " 
Of one of the judges of the high court of California, 
the Nevada- Journal of the 11 th of July writes: 
"Foremost among the evils brought to light by the researches of the Vigil- 
ance Committee, is one which the community appears to have lost sight of in 
the hot pursuit of election frauds and kindred iniquities. An evil, too, the 
magnitude of which would hardly be appreciated at first glance, but which 
goes more directly to the foundation of society than any of those offences 
which have called down the just indignation of the people. 'Ve refer to the 
charge of favoritism as urged against our highest judiciary. 
"In this tribunal and its integrity, the public look for those enunciation
 
of law and d('clarations of principles in which society originated, by which 
rights are maintained and wrongs redressed, In these, the precedents estab- 
li
hed by l)ast wisdom, we have the guiding star for the jurist of the present, 
and that certainty of the law which best secures the safety of citizcns. 
"But when the expounder of this law, raised as he of necessity must be 
from the people, carries upon the bench the prejudices of the man; whenever 
justice stoops to recognize either in favor or enmity to the advocate, or 
weighs in the scales aught but law, there is danger for the people and shame 
for the bench, 
"Thus perverted, we can easily imagine such a state of affairs, and equal- 
ly foresee its disastrous results. 'Ve can fancy a judge, surrounded by syco- 
phants and flatterers, playing the wet-nurse to scores of legal bantlings, whoæ 
only merit is their slavish subservience, anù who::;e fulsome adulations are 
the food of their idol. And rewarded by the fostering care of the bench we 
can l)icture these men crawling from beneath that ermine, which, aùl1ing 
authority to ignorance, and concealing neither, is itself disgraced, \\T e can 
fancy these legal parasites, playing before the \vorlù upon those wcakncsses 
which intimacy has revealeù or confidence acknowleùgcd, while "eal merit 
and ability stand distanced in the race where personal considerations out- 
weigh justice, 'Ye can see precedent distorted or disregarùed, in orùcr to 
raise some pygmy or crush some man, from cnmity to its advocate, anù 
wrong exultingly vindicated from a sickly fondness fox: its apologist, 
"\Yhcre such a state of affairs exists we can see no end to the mischief 
,which must follow in its train. If justice cannot maintain itself upon its own 
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high merits, it must be purchased through its familiar, and its suitor must 
approach the bench as do the subjects of eastern despotism the throne of the 
monarch, through some effeminate eunuch who ministers to the pleasures and 
pampers the folly of the tyrant. By the side of this monster curse lesser 
evils dwindle away. An imbecile executive we can endure. Senseless legis- 
lation can be remedied, But when, to the ignorance of the framers of our 
laws, we add corruption ill its expounders and pets in its practice, the main 
pillar in our governmental fabric is rotten, the rights and security of the citi- 
zen are lost, and the state totters upon the yerge of ruin, " 



Il's Terry was in Sacralnento at the time of her 
husband's arrest. As soon as she learned of the un- 
fortunate affray she came to San Francisco, and pro- 
ceeded to the Comlnittee roon1S. She ,vas at once 
uchnitted and treated \vith every courtesy. She ,vas 
of a courage no less proud and fiery than that of her 
husband. Efforts had been made to induce the justice 
to resign his seat upon the supren1e bench, and IIop- 
l:ins' pulse had n1uch to do ,vith his in the matter. 
\Vhen IIopkins ,vas Io\v Terry ,vould resign; ,vhen 
IIopkins \vas up Terry ,vould "see the pork-sellers 
ùalnned first." Sitting one day in her husband's cell, 
she said to hin1: "Judge Terry, I ,vould rather see 
you hanged from one of those, ,vindo,vs than to kno\v 
you \vere con1pelled to resign your official position I" 
A letter fron1. 1\lrs Terry addressed to the public 
appeared in the IIe1'"Ctlcl of July 2d. In it she com- 
plains of having been refused access to the 1"00111 of 
her husband, and of the privilege of ,vriting hiln pri- 
yatcly. The reason she assigns I ,yill allo\v her to 
state in her o,vn ,vords: "I Inay Ini8take, but I be- 
lieve I an1 deni-ed the happiness of seeing lllY husbanJ, 
that IllY feelings Inay be so agonized that I shall be 
,yilling to entreat hin1 to resign the office to \vhich 
the voice of his fello\v-citizens called him. I cannot 
ten1pt him to dishonor. I know nlY husband too ,vell 
to suppose that any influence \vould induce him to 
betray a trust confided to his care. He n1ay err in 
his zeal in defending that trust, but he cannot be 
coerced into resigning it. At the same tin1e I kno,v 
hilll \vell enough to believe that if a majority of tho 
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people of California desire to recall the trust ,vith 
\yhich they have honored him, he ,vill yield a prolnpt 
acquiescence to such a ,vish, provided it be expressed 
in a way sufficiently clear to satisfy reasonable Inen 
that it is the will of the majority of the whole people." 
The fact is, l\Irs Terry ,vas treated by the COln- 
Inittee as a lady and as an afflicted wife, ,vith the ut- 
n10st politeness, and vvith the kindest consideration. 
For a tillle she ,vas perlnitted to visit and rcnlain 
,vith her husband as much as she pleased, but free 
and continued ingress and egress ,vere deemed unsafe 
by the Comlnittee, in vie,v of the determined char- 
acter of the man, and the constant efforts of his 
friends to effect bis escape. Her insinuation that 
the C01l1lnittee sought by adding unnecessarily to her 
sufferings, to effect the resignation of her husband, 
,ve 111ay excuse. The COIDJnittee, however, were not 
desirous of forcing his resignation in any way. In the 
first place, once liberated he could claim that such an 
act under coercion ,vas illegal, an
 Sf) retain his seat; 
and in the second place, they could treat hiln as they 
did other captives if they thought fit-hang hinl if his 
victinl died, and banish hin1 froln the country if he 
lived. I fail to see that it ,vas a matter of much con- 
sequence to them ,vhether he resigned or not. 
During the "Thole period of his confinement Judge 
Terry ,vas treated with every courtesy and fairness 
Ly the Cornmittee. All reasonable requests ,vere 
granted. The day after his arrest Judge Thornton 
and )fr Crittenden ,vere pern1itted to see and converse 
,vith hin1 for a fe\v 111inutes in the presence of l\Iessrs 
j-\..rrington and Truett of the COlnlnittee; l\lrs Terry 
"ras adn1itted \vithout escort beyond his door. lIe 
'vas regarded as a high state prisoner; his late official 
position \vas never for a Inon1ent forgotten; neither 
'vas the duty of the Executive to then1selves and to 
the people. The prisoner ,vas perlnitted to SC0 h
s 
friends and faIllily until after trial began, and untIl 
after threats to rescue him \vere freelJ
 bandied, and 
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fro1l1 that tin1e the Comn1ittee deemed it inculubent 
on theln to deny even 1\lrs Terry access to his cell. 
The person of 1\11' Terry ,vas searched by the police 
after the visits of 1\1rs Terry, that no "'"eapons or 
other il11plel11ents n1Ïght be left in his hands. 
" It is said," remarks the Alta of June 25th, "that 
Terry is greatly affected by the position he no,v 
occupies, and deeply regrets the causes that led to his 
incarceration. The narro,v compass of his dungeon, 
and the close proxiluity of a number of arlued soldiers, 
are not calculated to give one of his proud, spirited 
feeling very agreeable sensations. His confinelnent 
,viH furnish hinl an opportunity for n1ature reflection 
upon his unjustifiable course for the last luonth, and 
doubtless ,viII cause hilu to regret the un,vise step he 
has taken. Great stress is placed upon the fact that 
he lTIay have been assaulted first by 1\11' Hopkins be- 
fore he gave the deadly blo,v to his victin1, and for 
this reason his friends clailn that he is guiltless. It 
should be renlel11bored that his offence does not con- 
sist nlerely in the attack upon 1\11' Hopkins, but he 
is justly censured and properly held responsible not 
only for the Llood of Hopkins, but his continued and 
uncalled for ,varfare upon the Comlnittee, the issuance 
of the ,vorthless but lllischief-Inaking proclaBlation, 
as ,veIl as the illegal ,vrit of habeas corpus, and tho 
collection of arms in our midst, to be used against 
tho
o ,vho oppose his 'v ill. These acts, as ,veIl as his 
continual presence in this city, ready to encourage and 
bring on a collision bet,veen the parties, are charge- 
able to him, and for 'v hich he ,vill be held responsiLlc. 
I t ,vas runlored last evening and generally believed 
by his friends, that J udge 
rerry ,vould in all prob- 
ability tender his resignation as associate justice of 
the snprclue court, during the night. 'Ve trust this 
rUlnor is not ,vithout SOlllC fuunJation, as it Blust Lo 
evident to all that he can never exercise the functions 
of his office again to the satisfaction of the people of 
the state. He has already forfeited his moral right 
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to the office, and the sooner he lays aside the judicial 
robes the better it ,vill be. I t cannot be supposed, 
ho,vever, that this step can have any influence upon 
the action of those who now hold him in custody. 
lIe ,vill be tried upon the Inerits or de111erits of his 
crin1Ínal conduct, regardless of any and all official 
honors. I t ,vas also said that his friends had pledged 
that if released no\v, he would leave the state volun- 
tarily; but little credence could be given to this 
.. " 
proposItIon. 
"The difficulty at San Francisco is approaching a 
crisis," says the Nevada Jou'rnal of June 27th. 
"From gentlemen ,vho have just returned fron1 the 
bay, ,ve learn that the Vigilance Comn1ittee are sorely 
tried. Their In oral courage and integrity are put to 
the fullest test. It is undeniable that the outside 
pressure is almost oyer\vhelming. The passions of 
the cro,vd are excited and den1and blood to appease 
then1. The life of Judge Terry is represented as 
hanging by a single hair. Outsiders are clall1orous 
for his execution. If the Vigilance COIlllllittee stand 
up against the storIll 'v hich no,v beats arounJ then1, 
and deal out impartial justice, una,ved by the official 
station of their prisoner, or the danger frOlll an infuri- 
ated populace, they ,viII become the heroes of the day. 
Thus far, all is well. In then1 tho people have un- 
lilnited confidence. They Inust not prove fal
e to the 
trust reposed in thein. The good sense and ll10dcra- 
tion of the ,vhole state is invoked in this en1ergcncy. 
San Francisco rests upon a Inine to \vhich Goyernor 
Johnson and his den10niac cre,v are anxious to apply tho 
torch. \Vhy cannot some oftlle presses of the unhappy 
city be n10re lIlild, more rational, and n10re soothing in 
their appeals to an excited populace 1 They arc adding 
ViUl to the 'v hirl \vind instead of ten1pering the elenlcnt
. 

Ioderatiou on both sides ,voldJ soon restore order to 
its ,vonted channels once again, \vhich is a conSUlnn1a- 
tion devoutly to be \vished. The public luind has been 
feverish long enough and needs repose." 
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Had Hopkins been king of America he could not 
have been better attended. For upon his living or 
dying hinge
 n1uch; more than the life of Terry 
hinged upon it, for that \vere not llluch. The \Tigil- 
ance Comnlittee, fron1 the assumption of doubtful 
po\vers, nlight have been led into excesses, and so 
brought to ship\vreck. Broderickwould have relnained 
longer in the flesh had Hopkins died. But Terry did 
not \vant hin1 to die, nor Terry's friends, neither diJ 
the Committee, nor yet I-Iopkins, though Hopkins 
for a consideration \vould have remitted Terry's pun- 
i sllllle nt, and Hopkins' ,vife and lllother for.a consid- 
eration, peradventure, \vould not mourn their liyes 
away had Hopkins died. Better to be a rich \vido,v 
than a poor ,vife. 
A Comn1ittee \vas appointed to take charge of the 
invalid that he should not die. The house of tho 
Pennsylvania Engine Company, nU111Ler twelve, ,yas 
furnished fit for royalty. The carriages were taken 
out, beds and carpets spread, and all the c0111forts and 
conveniences of the sick-room arranged. The street 
"as closed, the side,valk il1uffied, and guards marched 
solenlnly to and fro. But ho,vever careful the vigil- 
auts ""ere of Hopkins' life, the Inen of la,v and order 
,vere infinitely n10re so. Says Dr Cole, ,vho had entire 
charge not only of the case but of the prenlises and 
the officers in attendance: "So great ,vas the interest 
felt in Judge Terry's fate by his friends in every part of 
the state, that I ,vas hourly in receipt of telegrams fron1 
1l1odicaln1en and laYlnen fro111 every quarter, particu- 
larly frOlll Stockton, inquiring as to Hopkins' condition, 
and the probable result of the case; and I kno\v that 
there ,vas an organization brought into existence after 
the stabbing of IIopkins, C01l1posed of the friends of 
Judge Terry ,,,ho were s,vorn in the event of IIop- 
kins' death to take lllY life, under t.he cOllyiction that 
I ,vas the on1ployé of the Vigilance Comn1Ïttee, anLl 
that in order to establish a precedent and principle 
froJn the Comlnittee's standp?int I ,vould sacrifice 
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the life of IIopkins." . Instead of the Committee de- 
siring Hopkins' death, Cole goes on to say: "I ""as 
daily yisitecl by the several lnembers of the execu- 
ti ye cOIlln1ittee, and on every intervie,v ,vith thcln 
the greatest possible anxiety ,vas expressed in that 
direction, each seen1ing to rccognize the magnitude 
and ilnportance of a result ,vhich it ,vas desirable by 
every possible n1eans to ayert." 
Dr Cole was called before the Executive for his 
opinion upon the condition of Hopkins. He inforlned 
the COIDlnittee that the ,yound ,vould have proved 
fatal in five minutes but for the operation, and that 
the critical period ,vould be froln the third day to the 
twelfth day. 
The la,v and order lllen seemed fully to realize the 
inlportance of Hopkins' recovery. "I ,vill give you 
ten thousand dollars to save that n1an's life," said a 
friend of Terry's to Dr Cole on one occasion, ,vhile 
the invalid ,vas beginning to convalesce. During 
Hopkins' illness a bulletin of his condition ,vas posted 
daily, round ,vhich eagerly cro,vded alike friends and 
foes. 
The uncertainty of Hopkins' recovery, the efforts 
of Terry's friends, and pressing duties of the Exec- 
utive greatly retarded the trial. Both sides seclllcd 
back,vard about bringing it to a ternlination. The 
Committee did not ,vish to hang or banish the justice 
of the supreme court, and the justice did not ,vish to 
be hanged or banished. I t ,vas a business distasteful 
to both sides. 
The 5th of July the Anlerican Theatre Compa.ny 
tendered Hopkins a benefit ,vhile upon his sick-bed. 
About the coolest incident of this trial was his ap- 
pearance in person before the Executive on the 5th 
of August, asking an intervie,v ,vith Terry for the 
purpose of arranging the 'v hole Inatter on a !l10
ey 
basIs! It is unnecessary to say that the apphcat
oll 
of 
Ir Hopkins ,vas denied. Subsequently he applIed 
to the COlnmittee for relief. 
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Judge D. O. Shattuck of the superior court, a pure 
and upright Inan, ,vhose integrity neither party called 
in question, thus SUIns up a lengthyargun1ent in the case 
of Judge Terry, published in the journals of June 27th: 


" If my reasoning is correct it has demonstrated two things: first, that in 
the case of the death of Hopkins, which God in his mercy prevent, Judge 
Terry is not guilty of murder, for the blow was not struck feloniously and 
with malice aforethought; secondly, that we are in a state of war, that there 
was a legal armed force organized against the Committee, that a portion of 
that legal anned organization, with which Judge Terry was at that time law- 
fully acting, was set upon by a squad of the forces of the Committee, and in 
that collision of forces the blow was struck, and therefore if death, it is con- 
sidered as the fate of war, and not individual crime." 


This is by far the fairest opinion delivered in the 
extenuation of Terry's guilt. Judge Shattuck ,vas an 
able jurist, and honest in .every ,vord he said, yet it 
seen1S to me he begs the ,vhole question. The Vigil- 
ance COIllmittee was organized for the very purpose 
of setting aside such legal technicalities as "feloniously 
struck" and" malice aforethought." Perhaps Terry 
did not mean to kill Hopkins. It is difficult to say 
,vhat he meant to do. But ,vithout a legal opinion 
from a learned judge, any of us nlay know that if 
Judge Terry had been exceedingly anxious to save 
I-Iopkins' life be ,vould have kept that knife out of 
his neck. It ,vas for this, I say, that the Vigilance 
COffilnittee organized, to prevent men of violence from 
shielding themselves under the broad covering of legal 
technicalities. ' 
As for the other excuse, that" the country was in a 
state of war, in the ordinary meaning of the ternl, it 
,vas not true. In one sense there was ,var between the 
community and crime, there ,vas no ,var between the 
people and the state. The proposition is a fallacy 
on the face of it. Johnson's proclalnation, unless it 
,vere technically in accordance ,vith such legal shifts 
and subterfuges as this Committee do not recognize, 
does not make war. If the authorities ,vould attend 
to their own affairs, and let th
 people in their sover- 
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eign authority exercise their sovereign ,viII as they 
had the right to do in their "
ork of exterlninating 
crime, there would have been no trouble. The people 
,vere the master, and not Johnson. The only logical 
deduction from Judge Shattuck's line of argunlent 
,vould be that the people of San Francisco-and in- 
deed you may say of California, for nine tenths of the 
people of the state "'
ere on that siJe-had declared 
,val" against themselves, ,vere in open revolt against 
themselves, and ,vere fighting thelTIselves, ,vhich rea- 
soning is silnpl y 1"eductio ad abs1rrdu'11
. It ,vould 
SCClll that a jurist can no n10re follo,v a train of rea- 
soning ,vithout marshalling to his support statutes, 
forms, and constitutions, than a religionist can let fly 
his thoughts unhampered by creeds and ,vritten reve- 
lations. 
Judge Shat,tuck's paper on the ,vhole is a singular 
docun1cnt. Being lengthy, and the salient points 
already given, it is not necessary here to reproduce it. 
I t ,vas only one out of hundreds by able jurists and 
,vriters 'v ho took up their pens as ehall1pions for one 
side or the other. This of Judge Shattuck's COll1- 
Inanded more attention than alnlost any other, not 
that it ,vas the most able, but fronl the general re- 
spect entertained for the author. Judge Shattuck 
,vas kno,vn to be an honest man, ,vas kno,vn to be 
incapable of uttering other than his candid vie,vs, and 
,vas kno,vn to be no hot-headed partisan. IIis ob- 
ject ,vas to thro,v oil upon the troubled ,vaters, to 
cahn the public n1Ïn<!, and to save Terry's life in case 
Hopkins dieil. .And so far its tone ,vas lllost excellent, 
though his la,\" and logic ,vould not stand the test of 
close scrutiny. His assumption of ,val" and the llleet- 
ing of Hopkins and Terry as t\VO combatants ,vas 
simply ridiculous. Hopkins was told to a.rrest a Ulan, 
and not to kill one. 
At the Saturday evening session, June 28th, l\Ir 
Den1pster made the follo,ving ll10tion, 'v bich ,vas 
carried: "That the secretary be and is hereby in- 
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structed to detail five melnbers from this Conlmittee 
each night, beginning ,vith the first nanles entered 
upon our roll and continuing regularly as there 
,vritten, to remain in our quarters all night, and that 
the members so nalned if present shall remain theln- 
selves or procure substitutes. Also, that the secretary 
shall put upon the bulletin-board the names of melll- 
bers to be thus detailed as far in advance as possible. 
Also, that any menlber ,vho shall neglect to remain 
all night ,vhen his turn comes, without seeing that a 
substitute takes his place, shall be considered guilty 
of gross neglect, and subject to such punishment as 
ll1ay be a,varded hereafter." W. T. Coleman, C. J. 
Dempster, A. L. Tubbs, 1\1. F. Truett, and N. O. 
Arrington ,vere detailed for duty at the COllllnittee 
rOOll1S, under this order, the first night. 
The 28th of June the IIe1"ald comments on the 
affairs of the day before in its usual strain. "The city 
is still in a state of siege," it says. "Fort Gunnybags 
still fro\vns defiance upon the liberty of the people. 
Our streets are daily and nightly filled \vith arIlled 
lnen, who, associated with mercenary troops and con- 
demned muskets, cast a gloomy shado,v upon the 
light of liberty. The cap of Gessler has been erected 
on a Vigilance COlnmittee pole, and ,ve must all bo\v 
down to it and shout lustily, 'Long live the Inquisi- 
tion.' Business has been to a great extent paralyzed; 
the social relations have been severed; there is no 
good feeling extant; the ,vorst passions have been 
aroused and the masses see not
ng but red." 
What will be done ,vith Judge Terry? ,vas no\v 
the absorbing question. Day after day the la,v and 
order journals published columns of affidavits which 
made the sanguinary jurist a llluch abused man and a 
hero. He was not only innocent of crime, but he was 
to be honored for his action. In defence of the law he 
dre\v his dagger; in defence of hill1self he plunged it 
into an assailant. Public opinion, ho,vever, ,vas little 
influenced by all this, and th
 popular \vill seemed 
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to denlanc1 that even-handed justice should be dealt 
this lllan equally ,vith his less intelligent. tools. 
The friends of Judge Terry did everything in their 
po\ver to procure his release. IIo\vard importuned 
Colelnan and stumped the interior, the He1"ald and 
the Sun editors raved like men in delirium, Johnson 
threatened to pour the forces of the federal govern- 
1nent into San Francisco Bay inside of ninety days, 
and the lawyer outlaws would pluralize each life of 
the whole eight thousand that the penalty of every 
crime in the long catalogue which they had made 
might be visited upon them. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


THE TRIAL. 


He hath resisted law, 
And therefore law shall scorn him further trial 
Than the severity of the public power, 
'Vhich he so sets at naught. 


Coriolanus. 


I T ,vas a severe ordeal for prisoners ,,,,hen brought 
before the grinl tribunal and put on trial for their 
Ii 'les. Trepidation invariably broke thelll do,vn. Far 
Inore ilnposing than any ordinary court of justice it 
struck terror into the hearts uf the guilty. The ac- 
cused brought thither for trial could out feel hiu1self 
cut off froin all those means of escape offered hiin by 
l...illd indulgent la,v. Terry, master of court hirelings 
and court machinery, could not but here feel hin1- 

clf in the presence of his masters. He ,vas over- 
po\vered by a sense of the po,ver in ,vhose presence 
he stood. I t ,vas so different froin anything he had 
ever before seen or thought of. It ,vas an a,yful 
rcality. These In en ,vere no,v no damned mob, but 
the t;ndamncd po\ver of the Ahllighty upon those 
'\T ho fell into their hands, and a certain respect for 
thClTI arose in his Blind. Bravado ,vas of no avail 
here. He ,vas hUI11ble every\vherc, and in his cell 
he ,vept a few proud tears. "Then brought ,vithin 
the Executive chanlber by the sergeant-at-arn1s, he 
t
lltcrcd for a lllOll1ent only. All eyes ,vere on hin1, 
and they Rcelnecl all-searching like those of olnni- 
science. I{c felt his soul laid oare as on the judglllcnt- 
Jay. nut C)uickly recovering hinlself he approached 
his seat \"'Iith a firlll fJtepanù dignificd l1liell, and ad- 
L 41.14 ) 
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dressing the president said: "I recognize your au- 
thority, and anl ready to proceed \yith the triaL" 
For all that Terry caIne to his trial in a very 
nervous state of Inind. He could not but feel, as 
he would say, that he had been indiscreet. He 
had damaged the cause he sought to aid, had given 
his enemies a victory, and had placed his person in 
their pow'er. But 1110re than this, he no\v \vas nlade 
to fear those \v horn before he had only hated; he ,vas 
no\v nlade to feel the strength of those whon1 before 
he had despised. Caged by the mob, as he ter111ed 
the populace ,vho surrounded the Blues' arInory, he 
burst into tears; brought before a tribunal of just 
nlcn he ,vas co\ved. The lion's heart of the learned 
judge sank \vithin him; as viewed by him, these lIlen 
of vigilance were desperate characters, with \VhOln 
hanging was easy, \vhile the law was no impediment 
to any course their fancy might dictate. At first he 
seen1ed suspicious that he \vould not be fairly dea]t 
,vith. His 111Înù could scarcely conceive of a COln- 
pany of 11loney-makers actuated by love of right alone, 
or a company of pork-sellers inspired by a love of ju
- 
tice \vhich lifted thetn above the reach of any other 
in1pulse or appetite. 
But as the trial progressed, he found that they 
could be fair; that in sitting in judgnlent upon their 
archenenlY their love of justice \vas even then greater 
than the triumph of revenge. His keen nlind sharp- 
ened by the sense of danger very soon sa\v the fair- 
ness of the rulings in ,vhich the prisoner ,vas given 
the benefit of every doubt and the universal desire to 
gain the simple truth unbiassed by party or circum- 
stance. AJI the \yitnesses he could nanle ,,-ere sent 
for fr0111 different parts of the state, the expenses of 
some of ,yhOnl ,vero paid by the COl111nittee. FroIll the 
beginning to the end he had the benefit of his expe- 
rience in conducting his case, and at the conclusion of 
the testinlony pleaded his o,vn case and made a ,vrit- 
ten statenlent. N othin a could hpv
 
een fairer. 
o 
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Froln the first he sa,v that the Comn1Íttee \vere in 
earnest, and as a rule his conduct \\?as respectful. 
Once or t\vice the tribunal found it necessary to call 
hiln to order. 
On the 23d of June Judge Terry wrote the Com- 
nlÍttee appealing for delay in his trial, \vhich appeal 
the COlnn1ittee refused to consider. They also re- 
ceived a letter fron1 Ashe requesting permission to 
publish a card, the tendency of \vhich ,vould be to 
place his friend Terry right before the comrrlunity; 
,,
hereupon 
Ir Snliley n10ved that the writer "be in- 
fornled that any publication hy him in relation to the 
acts of the C0111mittee of Vigilance would be es- 
teemed a forfeiture of his parole." 

Iiers F. Truett \vas appointed counsel for Terry, 
\yith pern1ission of free access to his cell, and po\ver 
to summon ,,?itnesses. I t ,vas then ordered that the 
trial be postponed till Wednesday, the 25th, at one 
0' ('lock, at \\
 hich tin1e it \vas again postponed, and so 
continued for t,vo days more. l\feau\vhile l\Ir Tholnas 
J. L. Smiley, ,vho had been appointed attorney for 
the prosecution, ,vas busy in collecting evidence. No 
Inember, even of the executive c01l1n1ittee, was per- 
luitted to see or to speak to the prisoner privately ex- 
cept by special perlnission. 
Specific charges were then preferred. First, David 
S. rrerry ,va
 charged \vith resisting by violence the 
officers of the COlnmittee of Vigilance \vhile in the 
discharge of duty. Second, \vith committing an 
assault with a deadly weapon \vith intent to kill Ster- 
ling A. Hopkins, a police officer of the Committee of 
Vigila.nce on the 21st day of June, 1856. Third, \vith 
divers breaches of the peace and attack on citizens- 
on l\fr Evans of Stockton; on l\lr Broadhouse while 
in the court-house at Stockton; on Mr l{ing, at the 
charter election in Stockton; on J. H. Purdy in the 
city of San Francisco, in resisting a ,vrit of habeas 
corpus, by \\Thich Willian1 Roach escaped from the 
(
ustody of the law, and the infant heirs of the San- 
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chez farrlily were defrauded of their rights. These 
all in the year 1853. 
In none"' of the cases had there been trial or punish- 
nlent. Offences enumerated in the third charge ,vere 
regarded by the Executive as secondary in inlportance 
to the assault on Hopkins; but the Committee con- 
sidered they had the right to take cognizance of aU 
recent offences comn1Ïtted by their prisoner, particu- 
larly of his resistance of the ,vrit of habeas corpus for 
fraudulent purposes, ,vhen he had raised such a hue and 
cry over the alleged resistance by the COn1111ittee, for 
praise,vorthy purposes, of a writ issued by him. 
On Friday the 27th, at a quarter to eleven, the 
prisoner David S. Terry, charged \vith the Inurder or 
attempted murder of Sterling A.llopkins, ,vas brought 
before the Executive sitting as a jury, President 
Colenlan in the chair, and placed on trial. The follo\v- 
ing order ,vas pursued: First, statenlents of prosecu- 
tion; second, evidence for prosecution; third, statelnents 
of defence; fourth, evidence for defence; fifth, speech 
of counsel for defence; sixth, speech of prisoner if he 
desire it; seventh, closing speech üf prosecuting at- 
torney. 
Ir SnÚley read the charge, and the prisoner 
,vas then asked if he ,vas guilty or not guilty. The 
prisoner refused to plead until assured that there ,vas 
no outside pressure bearing upon the Committee. 
Upon receiving such assurance he said, "I anI nut 
guilty of any crilne ,vhatever." At ten lninutes Le- 
fore eleven l\Ir Smiley began his opening address, 
closing at five minutes past eleven, concluding it in 
these ,vords: "Gentlelnen of the COlnnlittee, in try- 
ing Judge Terry you try yourselves; in sitting here 
ill judgrnent on his acts, you sit in judgn1ent 011 your 
o\vn; if he be innocent you are guilty, if he escape 
punishnlent you should be punished." 
The defence ,vas based chiefly on an assured right 
as a s,vorn officer of the la \v to resist the acts of n, 
la,yless body. In the 111atter of Hopkino. he claimed 
to have acted in self-defence. 
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Testil110ny ,vas then taken, forty ,vitnesses being 
exalnilled for the prosecution and about eighty for 
the _ defence. I t ,vas ordered that the evidence of 
Hopkins under oath shoulLl be taken in ,vriting by 
Doctor Cole and a clerk, to be obtained by a series 
of questions lllutually agreed upon by the respective 
counsel for the prosecution and the defence, and that 
f'uch testirnony attested by Doctor Cole should be 
recei ved as evidence. Orders were issued to refuse 
all persons, of wrhatever class, adn1ittance to the pres- 
ence of Hopkins. 
The trial ,vas no, v continued from day to day, ,vith 
ses
ions n10rning and evening, fron1 thirty to forty 
nlelnbers of the E
ecutive being in attendance. 
'\Vhile Terry's trial ,vas going on in the Conu11ittee 
rOOlns the la,v and order journals ,vere publishing all 
the evidence they could collect in his fa'Vor and in- 
diting editorials in his behalf. 
Singular ,vas their line of argu111ent. Terry as su- 
preU10 jU8tice ,vas in the path of duty in defending 
:ßlalouey fronl arrest, said they. In ans\ver they 
\vere told that the office of judge ,vas to try cri111- 
inals, not to prosecute or defend thenl, and Terry, as 
the Inember of the supreme state tribunal \vho ,vould 
probably be called upon to decide those legal issues 
,vhich ,vould gro\v out of the conflict, should have re- 
lnained at hOl11e, kept his mind in condition to ,veigh 
out justice evenly to both parties, and not have de- 
scended frolll the bench and Iningled in the fray like 
any layman. Terry acted purely. in self-defence, they 
said. I hardly see how this could be ,vhen lIopkins 
,vas not seeking Terry, when Hopkins ,vas striying 
to avoid Terry and lay hold upon another. And ,vhell 
rrerry levelled his gun at hill! Hopkins only grasped 
it and rnade no effort to kill his assailant. It n1Ïght 
be regarded as equivalent to self-defence, in the light 
of protecting or defending a friend in danger, a friend 
being more to one than one's self: 
It \vas a long, laborious business, this trial, ,veari- 
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SOIilC in its details and unsatisfactory in its results. 
"Terry ,vas an unexpected, un\VÜICOlne, and undesIred 
tenant of our quarters," remarks Colelnan, "thrust 
upon us ,vith all the ,veight of his office, all the em- 
barrassment of his case ,vhich Hopkins' protracted 
illness and life gaye it, all the rene\ved and concen- 
trated opposition of our antagonists, revived and in- 
creased by the addition of many of his personal friends, 
and by his official position." 
The general verdict of the community ,vas, if IIop- 
kins died Terry should be hanged, if Hopkins lived 
Terry should be banished. 
In T'erry the Vigilance Committee had their largest 
elephant, un,vieldy, expensive, and in every ,yay un- 
desirable. As long as Hopkins lay at the point of 
death, or in a critical condition, their ,yay ,vas COln- 
paratively clear; but when, as the trial dragged its 
,yeary length, he began to recoyer, and in time was 
up and about the streets, now more than ever \vere 
the Executive nonplussed. They had hoped to dis- 
band soon and to rest from their responsibilities; they 
had hoped soon to be able to devote their days to 
their business and their nights to their fan1ilies; but 
upon them in an evil mOll1ent had dropped this great 
and unexpected burden, 'v hich complicated their posi- 
tion and increased their labors and liabilities fourfold. 
During this period Terry and his friends ,vere very 
hUlnble. To deliver him from durance they ,vould 
pro1l1ise anything; he should resign his position, leave 
the state, and give no rnore trouble. The ,vives of 
lll.clnbers of the executive committee ,vere called upon 
by ladies, evidently acting in concert, \vho, under 
cover of friendly visit, would enlarge on the equity of 
Terry's case. Social efforts of every kind ,vere re- 
peatedly undertaken to ,vork on the minds of the 
Executive ,vho ,vere his judges. "Day after day," 
says 1\lr Dempster, "gentlemen used to come into my 
office, as they ,vent to those of others, some of 'v honl 
\vere friends, some Inere passing acquaintances, and 
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even others ,vhom I then met fur the nrst titHe, and 
either at once began to speak of Terry or by degrees 
led the conversation to that point. I have never 
kno\vn or heard of a case where a ulan's friends \yorked 
so hard in his behalf. 1\Iy most intimate associate at 
the time, a Inerchant whose place of business \vas next 
lilY own, a man in \vhose integrity and desire for the 
public good I had inlplicit faith, brought several gen- 
tlen1en to see me asking a discussion on the subject. 
And they presented their vie\vs very forcibly. I lis- 
tened ,vith attention; but becoming ,vearied by the 
increasing efforts to argue the Inatter out of court, as 
it \vere-for I considered it was not the proper place- 
I was determined to put an end, at once and forever, 
to these repeated concerted attempts. So that finally 
I said to them, that during 111Y ,vhole life I had Leen 
an admirer of strictly impartial justice, that I believed 
that no human being existed \vho did not adn1ire this, 
to Iny mind, the mo::;t revered attribute of the deity. 
I had joined the Vigilance COlnn1ittee from a firJll 
conviction that even-handed justice should be nleted 
out to allinen. We had punished weak men of little 
po\ver and ,vithout friends, and the same justice 
should be done to Judge Terry, the more so because 
of his po\verful friends and aln10st universal influence. 
I concluded by saying that should Hopkins die, and 
\vere every other Illell1ber of the Vigilance C0l111nittee 
to fail to do justice, I ,vould myself inflict upon Judge 
Terry tho penalty which I considered would be his 
due, and this even though I knew that such a I1l0nlent 
,vould also be my last. After that I was troubled no 
" 
Inore. 
"Every effort, every device, artifice, pretext, per- 
suasion, and po,ver of his friends, old and lle\V ," say
 
Coleman, ",vas brought to bear at once on every sep- 
arate inùividual menlber of the COllllllittee, OIl every 
part of its organization that they thought could bû 
reached by iniluence social, Illora}, religious, political, 
public, privatc, ::;cctional, general, and every other 
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kind; and \vhen they found tho Executive firm and 
un\vavering, the delegates even more so, because not 
inclined, or feeling inlpelled to sho\v the courtesy, in- 
dulgence, and forbearance \vhich the fornler body did, 
\v here indulgence \vas expected, the leaders in this 
movement then tried to so\v dissension and to create 
divisions in every part of the organization that they 
could, and it may ,veIl be conceived ho,v llluch trouble 
could thus be given to us by strong, zealous, numerous 
influent.ial people who under the circuillstances deemed 
any expedient, any policy, any tactics or effort justi- 
fiable. " 
"I t was a spar on his part for tilDe," as Smiley puts 
it, "and for any influence on earth that could be 
brought to bear, a spar on his part in the beginning 
for every concession to save his life, especially ,vhile 
Hopkins lay at the point of death." All the ordinary 
facts \vhich might have been taken for granted \vere 
vigorously fought. The first attempt to arrest 1\1alo- 
ney in Terry's presence; Terry's running up Kearny 
street to Jackson, and to Bartlett's alley; Hopkins
 
seizure of his ,veapon and Terry's stabbing him-the 
,vhole of these details were fought inch by inch; \\yhen 
all the time the truth was clearly apparent that Terry 
left his judicial seat at Sacranlento and can1e to San 
Francisco for the express purpose of precipitating a 
bloody issue in a local quarrel, and n1ingling in a street 
affray, to shield a tool of his party he interposed hinl- 
self bet\veen him and Hopkins; the latter then en- 
deavored to thrust Terry aside, and Terry stabbed 
hiln. 
"That the cause for the organization of the Vigil- 
ance Committee ,vas just and sufficient," says the 
Nevada Journal of the 4th of July, "the popular 
voice of the people has decided. That Casey and 
Cora richly deserved their ignoble fate, fe,v have the 
hardihood to deny. Had the Vigilance ComnlÍttcc 
accon)pli
hed but this act of retributive justice the 
,,-hole state would have applauded the deed, as the 
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,,,hole state did. Fe,v,yould have been found to de- 
plorc, and fc,v to denounce the precedent set fer 
cOlning tilne; the lnasses, though they lnight regret 
the necessity for setting at naught the forlns of la\v, 
,vould have rejoiced that vice by some process, illicit 
though it might be, had at last found its punishn1ent. 
"l'he act of banishing a score of individuals at one 
time is more questionable, because the crimes of each 
are not so apparent to the people, and because by con- 
demning so many there was a reasonable possibility 
that one innocent ITlan might suffer ,vith the guilty. 
Still the notorious reputation of the expatriated and 
their associations, frOln 'v hich their characters becalne 
established, was conyincing proof t
 everyone not 
,ved irrevocably to la\v ho,vever lTIuch violated, or 
order though a Inisnomer for anarchy, that they \vere 
unfit to mingle in a community whose moral sense 
they had outraged, and ,vhose la,vs they had defied. 
Though the banishment of these men ,vas, as ,ve have 
said before, a Inore questionable act than the execu- 
tion of the murderers, whose guilt \yas open and 
deniable by none, the people ,vere glad that the state 
,vas purged of such dishonorable characters. 
"Again when he ,vho should "
ear ernline unsoiled 
committed the faux lJas of folly and indiscretion of 
going to San Francisco, leaving the seat of justice to 
111ingle and take part in grave proceedings, upon 
which he ,vould doubtless be called to pass judgn1ent 
in his official capacity; and when, ,vorse than all, in 
attempting to perform iU1possibilities he sheathed a 
dagger in the flesh of an officer performing duties in 
accordance ,vith popular authority, and ,vas taken 
into custody by the same authority, puLlic sentiment 
condemned the judge and delnanded justice from its 
ackno,v ledged dispensers. An ex parte statement of 
the unfortunate affair flashed across the ,vires, and 
the mountains echoed back the voico of the excited 
Inultitude in San Francisco, for redress and retribu- 
tion. But another and counter statenlent has gone 
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forth \v hich i
 entitled to SOllle consideration. ICeep- 
iug in vie\v the excitenlent of the tilnes, Loth versions 
of the story should, perhaps, be taken ,vith allo\vance, 
for the ulediuJns through \vhich the t\VO parties sa\v 
thl' tragedy 'v ere liable to distortion and coloring. 
At all events the eviòence \vhich has been brought to 
light is conilicting anJ unsatisfactory. The ,\Tigilance 
COllnuittee arose to vindicate the n1ajesty of violated 
Itt\\", and to ensure its future observance, and \ve de- 
lnand of any gentlernan versed in the la,v of eviùence, 
if enou

h has been furnished the public to convict 
David S. Terry by the la,v, in 'v hose sacred defence 
the Vigilance Comn1ittee stand, of a capital crill1e. 
I t is far frorn us to plead the high official station of 
the prisoner as an interposer for nlercy in hi
 behalf. 
I t cannot extenuate a crime. All the people ask is 
inlpartial justice, meted out inflexibly alike to the 
high and the lo\v. They do not desire nor ,viII they 
sanction the enforcement of the Lloody code of Draco. 
The tilDe for lex talion'ls has passed a,vay. If the ÎIn- 
prisoned officer had done a deed worthy of death in 
the eyes of the enlightened nations, let him suffer like 
any lualefactor. But the tlunultuous murnlurings and 
delnands \vithout, like the ,vinds of yore around the 
cave of Æolus, should not s,verve the executive con1- 
IDittee one hair frOtH the line of justice as defined by 
the statutes "\v hose purity and efficiency they are con- 
stituted to restore." 
The fourth of July passed quietly. In the enjoy- 
ment of their national anniversary the citizens of San 
Francisco felt that they ,yere indeed free and inde- 
pendent; felt that their city was free from the nlÎsrule 
of political demagogues, was purged of n10ral di
ease 
,vhich had so lately threatened death, and that they 
,vcre 111en, fit descendants of those sires of the great 
Revolution ,vho eighty years before had in like lllan- 
ner struggled for the right and conquered a peace. 
There \vas a desire on the part of some for a grand 
luilitary display by the Vigilance Conln1Îttee, but 
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,vith their usual good sense and moderation the Ex- 
ecutive objected. Theirs \vas no organization for vain 
or triumphant ostentation, but for solemn duty, \vhich 
once performed they ",-ould gladly retire, and rest 
for their reward in the consciousness of their recti- 
tude rather than in plaudits and public praise. 
Several persons no,v attempted an adjustrnent of 
the difficulties bet\veen the governor and the Com- 
Inittee, and Terry ,vas asked to lend his aid by re- 
signing. 'Vhen it ,vas thought Hopkins ,vould die 
Terry \vould gladly have resigned, and have left the 
state, had he been permitted to do so, but no\v that 
Hopkins ,vas improving Terry stoutly s\vore that he 
,vould never leave the Committee rooms unless as 
justice of the supreme court. 
Overtures ,vere n1ade by deputations of citizens, to 
'v hich courteous attention ,vas given. In one of these, 
headed by Judge 
Iunson, negotiations proceeded so 
far as to protocol the adjustn1ent of difficulties upon 
the follo,ving basis: The Comlnittee should considor 
the objects for ,vhich they had organized as aCCOlIl- 
plished, first, ,vhen the t,vo justices of the supreme 
court, l\Iurrayand Terry, should have resigned, and 
have departed the state; secondly, when all the officers 
of San l?rancisco county should have vacated their po- 
sitions; thirdly, ,vhen all the prisoners in the posses- 
sion of the Committee, and such characters as they 
desired to expel, had left the state never to return; 
and, fourthly, it should not be deemed a breach of 
faith, but a duty, to enforce sentence on any banished 
crilninal ,vho should return. These terms were not 
accepted; indeed, they were scarcely practicable, and 
,vere only another ,yay of replying to the numerous 
overtures n1ade to them in effect, that it ,vas impos- 
sible for them to do other,vise than to conclude their 
,,,ork as originally detern1ined. 
Upon t.he failure of all efforts at reconciliation 
threats of rescue 'v ere rene\ved, ,yhich tended only to 
increased vigilance on the part of the C0111l11ittee. The 
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night before his trial began Terry \vas rellloved to 
another cell, and the pass\yord ,,"as changed. 
The 1 oth of July the condition of l\Ir IIopkins ,vas 
Illore critical. Says the Bulletin next day: "The 
friends of the supreme judge ,vho have counselled 
hill1 to the un\vise, arrogant course he has taken 
Juring the past fe,v days may no\v cease their self- 
gratulating utterances, and ,viII probably recede fron1 
the insolent attitude they have taken. '\Ve have no 
,vish to rene,v popular excitelnent on this suhject; but 
it is our duty to repeat ,,,hat ,ve have heretofore said, 
that if IIopkins dies Terry must Ineet the" conse- 
quences, ,vhatever they may be. 
There \vere all sorts of opinions entertained and ex.. 
pl'es3ed, both ,vithin and \vithout the COIDInittee. 
Sonlc believed hin1 as much to blame as if his knife 
had pierced the police captain's heart, though evi- 
dently it ""as not the intention of the judge to go 
quite so far. Others did not censure hitn for cutting 
IIopkins, but for stepping from his judicial bench to 
interfere in purely local affairs. Others blalned hiln 
not at all, taking up the old line of argument that it 
\vas done in self-defence, and even in the line of duty 
as a peace-officer. 
Loud calls ,vere no, v made by the people for the 
governor to resign, and also to ,vithdra,v his procla- 
Ination. If ever the necessity existed for issuing it, 
that necessity had long since passed. The popular 
party had achieved a signal triu1l1ph; the arn1Y of the 
opposition had lnelted into air. The city was quiet 
and orderly, the functions of governlnent were un- 
tran1n1elled by insurrectionists, if any such ever ex- 
isted. "N 0 one anticipates civil ,var no'v," they 
argued. "Where then is the necessity for the pro- 
clalnation and the action taken under it? Have not 
facts clearly sho,vn that both ,vere unnecessary, both 
fruitless, save in increasing the debt of the state? 
Why, then, is not that absurd manifesto ","ithdra,vn? 
Why will the executive persist in maintaining his 
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shameful position 
 Let him retrace his steps, let hilll 
,vithdra,v his proclalDation, let him manifest his grati- 
tude that his folly has not occasioned civil ,val', and 
for the rest of his term of office, if he \vill persist in 
retaining office contrary to the ,vish of those ,yho 
elected hirn, let him so conduct hilllself as in a lneasure 
to redeeul the reputation he once enjoyed." 
A grand nlass meeting was held in front of l\Iont- 
gOlnery block the evening of July 13th, for the purpose 
of calling forth public sentiment as to the necessity of 
an immediate resignation of all the then existing city 
and county officers. These officers ""ere illegally elected, 
the people said, many of then1 ,vere guilty of infamou
 
practices, and none of then1 enjoyed the confidence of 
the community. The execut.ive comn1ittee of vigilance 
had instituted an investigation into the affairs of the 
respective municipal offices, and a lengthy report of 
the result appeared in the journals of the day. 
They exanlined the financial systen1 of the muni- 
cipality, and ascertained that t.he city had been ex- 
travagant, living far beyond its nleans. The county 
,vas burdened ,vith a debt of half a million of dolIarB, 
and ,varrants depreciated to less than half their par 
value. This ,vas chargeable to the board of super- 
visors. They found that the county had he en grossly 
s,vindled; corruption ,vas rank and everywhere exist- 
ent in and about the city hall. 
It was therefore resolved that ,vritten requests to 
resign should be directed to Judge Freelon, l\Iayor 
Van Ness, Sheriff Scannell, District Attorney Byrne, 
County Clerk Hayes, Recorder Kohler, 'I'reasurer 
'V oods, Assessor Stilhl1an, Surveyor Gardner, Coro- 
ner Kent, School Superintendent Pelton, and Justices 
Ryan, Chamberlain, and Castree. This ,vas done; 
and the ans\vers from the officials ,vere in ahnost 
every instance a positive refusal to resign. .1\11 ad- 
journed meeting hinted at a resort to force to driye 
thenl froill office. "Let the \Tigilance COlllu1Ïttee 
shut the doors of the city hall and take the keys," 
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suggested one. " 'Ve are eight thousand devoted 
111en; ,ve can keep the old rookery hern1etically sealed, 
and ,ve \\Till do it 1" Popular sovereignty and the 
people as the source of all power ,vere the doctrines 
held by that assell1blage; and the refusal of the offi- 
cials to re8ign in obedience to the popular delnand, 
,vhich resignation in their opinion woulù have had a 
po,verful tendency to,vard the establishment of tran- 
quillity, ,vas deplored. 
I cannot but regard this action as injudicious and 
hurtful to the popular cause. It ,vas hardly to be 
supposed that these officials ,vould resign; to do so 
,yould bo a tacit acknowledglnent on their part of the 
justice of the popular demand. And to take a step 
,vhich ,vas sure to result in hUll1iliating defeat could 
only bring into contempt the actors and weaken their 
cause. 
Although there were nJany members of the \Tigil- 
ance Conlmittee prominent in this demonstration, it 
,vas not a \Tigilance Comn1ittee moven1ent. I t bears 
no ilnpres3 of that sound judgn1ent, that calln and 
dignified discrimination, and that s,vift and terrible 
action when. once the determination to act was forn1ed, 
that characterized all the doings of the executive 
committee. Far too ,vise ,vere they to risk prestige 
in ll1aking den1ands ,vhere they had not the po,ver to 
enforce olJedience. 
The never failing bugbear of habeas corpus ,vas as 
a n1atter of CÙur6
 resorted to. In ahnost every in- 
stance the Committee was inforn1ed that a ,vrit \Va8 
to be served before the officer came ,vith it. For 
example, the record of 21st July states that ")11' 
George R. 'Vard ll1ade a verbal stateluent of a con- 
yersation had ,vith a gentlenlan of this city in relation 
to a ,yrit of habeas corpus ". hich he said ,youlJ be 
issued this evening." The chair then appointed l\Iessrs 
Dcnlpster and Far\vell a con1111Ìttee to obtain legal ad- 
yice in relation to the ,yrit of habeas corpus. A C0111- 
llliticc of three, DoY,
s, Eurns, and GodJ.ard, \yas then 
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appointed to take proper Ineasurcs to secrete the 
prisoner Terry, in case the service of a writ of habeas 
corpus should be attelnpted. 
In a letter to B. W. Leigh dated Sacran1ento, July 
16th, 1856, General Ho\vard diseloses the plan of the 
la\v and order faction concerning Terry. "I agree 
\vith you," he says, " that the safest course is to apply 
for a \vrit of habeas corpus ad testificandum for Terry. 
He \vill be a necessary witness in the case of Durkee, 
as he kno,vs all about the requisition by the governor." 
Durkee had been arrested for piracy, a full account 
of 'v hich will be given hereafter. The cunning Ho\vard I 
Has he forgotten the "non-colne-at-ibus" return upon 
the writ for l\faloney, who also was \vanted for a 
witness in the Durkee case 1 Here is the story: 
"l\fy friend," said a Paul Pry of the gubernatorial 
order to a member of the Vigilance Committee one 
day, "I do not wish to be inquisitive, nor would I 
for the world get you into trouble, but I confess to a 
strong desire to know how you stow a,vay prisoners 
so that \vhen a habeas corpus comes no shado,v of 
th8m ean be found." 
"Well," replied the vigilant, "I hardly think I 
should tell you; but will you promise secrecy 1" 
" J\Iost profound." 
"I(now then that when the Executive scent a ser- 
vice they raise the false bottom and side slide of the 
patent ballot-box, clap these men in one after another, 
and make a return on the writ of habeas corpus, of 
non-come-at-ibus in ballot-box-ibus I" 
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Es ist nichts schrecklicher als eine thätige Unwissenheit. 
Goethe. 


EARLY in July Governor J ohn80n so far conquered 
his pride as to 111ake overtures of reconciliation to the 
executive committee, although the n1anne1' of it \vas 
not as Inanlyas might have been. It happened in 
this ,vise: His request to General ,V 001 for United 
States aid had been refused; his proclanlation had 
been treated \vith indifference by SOlne and \vith con- 
telnpt by others; his chief of ll1ilitia had been out- 
generalled, his force ignominiously Llefeated, stripped 
of their arms, and made prisoners \vithout having 
struck a blo\v; his friend and counsellor ,vas in the 
hands of the COlnnlittee, and he hin1self \vas po\vcr- 
less, governor by sufferance only, anJ his name a re- 
proach and byword throughout the state. The po
i- 
tion \vas by no means á pleasant one; but he deserved 
little syrnpathy, for it ,vas petty pride that caused 
hinl to strike such an attitude, and sullen obstinacy 
that prevented hinl from retiring f1'on1 it. lIe \vas 
actuated by no lofty Illotive, cared little for the lives 
and property of the citizens, and still less for the \vel- 
fare of the state. 
In the editorial of the Sacramento Union's issue of 
June 27th appeared the follo\ving COlllmcnt on Gov- 
ernor Johnson's course: "Finding, after a trial of 
nearly a lIlonth, that the intelligellt people of the 
state, including nineteen t\ventieths of his personal 
Pop, TRIB" VOLo II, 29 ( 4:49 ) 
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urges the governor to advance, speaks of the inlpossi- 
bility of any other Inethod of settling the difficulty, 
touches upon the uncertain tenure by ,vhich he and 
his party hold offices, the jeopardy of his friend's life, 
and finally pricks hilll on ,vith a gentle intinlation of 
cowardice, ,vhile on the other hand he pats the Vigil- 
ance Comn1ittee on the back, renlinds them of the 
uncertainty of human events, and advises then1 to 
treat the governor kindly. It ,vas ,veIl intended, \vell 
executed, but it ,vould not ,vork; Johnson lacked tho 
111anliness to be governed by such advice, yet it could 
but influence hiln. He sa\v the truth of it, yet he 
had not the courage to follo,v it. SOlne action, ho\v- 
ever, he deerned necessary, so he adopted a ll1iddle 
course, usually the covert of ,veak and vacillating 
111inds. Calling to hiln his father-in-Ia\v, Colonel 
James C. Zabriskie, he requested hiln to go do\vn to 
San Francisco and endeavor if possible to adjust the 
difficulties bet\veen the Vigilance Comn1Ïttee and the 
authorities. He authorized hi In to rnake the fol- 
lo,ving proposal, nall1ely, that if the Committee \voulJ. 
deliver Terry to the courts for trial, place in the gov- 
ernor's possession the state arlllS, and disband, h8, 
Johnson, ,vould advise the authorities of San Fran- 
cisco not to prosecute any Inelnber of the Vigilance 
Con1n1ittee for offences alleged to have been COID- 
111itted, and should any be thus convicted he \vould 
grant them unconditional pardon. The utmost se- 
crecy,vas to be maintained, as in case of refusal on 
the part of the COlnlnittee to cOIn ply ,vith the gover- 
nor's proposal, the governor ,vould not have it appear 
that any ad vance to\vard a reconciliation had been 
nlade by hin1. This ,vas the 2d of July. Colonel 
Zabriskie accepted the cOlnmission and associated 
,vith hirll Jan1es Allen and C. B. Zabriskie of San 
Francisco, and the gall1c opened. The high cOlnn1is- 
sion first addressed a letter to Judge Terry, dated 
International Hotel, San Francisco, July 3d, 1856, in 
which they mado kno\vn their authority fron1 the 
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governor to treat ,vith the COlllmittee, and assuring 
hiln that he could Inaterially contribute to their 
success. 
Alluding to the cOlnmunication of l\Irs Terry to 
the public in ,vhich she expresses the belief that if a 
n1ajorit
r of the people desired her husband's resig- 
nation he ,vould grant it, they took it for granted 
that he approved of that proposition, and asked ill 
"T hat form such an expression of popular will \vould 
be acceptable to hilTI. It ,viII easily be perceived 
that 1\lrs Terry had been instigated to the expression 
of such belief either by her husband or his friends in 
order to keep the subject agitated and call out pro- 
posals-n10stly, it ,vould SeelTI, for the gratification of 
spurning thenl. Terry had no intention of resigning. 
lIe ,veIl kne\v that it ,vould 111ake little or no differ- 
ence with the Comnlittee in the disposition of his case. 
It ,vas hanging or exile the Comn1ittee were thinking 
of, either of \vhich ,yould tern1Înate his career as 
associate justice ,vithout any action on his part. Yet 
the opportunity of a refusal to resign ,yas an intense 
satisfaction to hinl. N or could the inRinuation of 
1'Irs Terry do any harn}; for in the first place, he, the 
judge, might disclainl any kno\vledge or authoriza- 
tion of it, and in the next place he "Tell kne\v that 
any such expression of public opinion as she had al- 
luded to ,vas sinlply in1practicable. It ,vas all done for 
effect. And the bait took. In ans,ycr to the nun- 
cios' question, Ho\v can the ,vi
h of the people be 
ascertained in relation to your c0l11mission? Terry 
evasivoly replied that being deprived of the privilege 
of seeing his friends he \vas not prepared to indicate 
any manner in ,vhich the sense of the people could 
be taken. If some of his friends lnight he pcrnlitted 
to see him, doubtless a satisfactory detern1Ïnation 
might be arrived at. "Upon one thing I an1, ho,y- 
ever, resolvod," he says in conclusion, "that I ,viII 
not resign n1Y office ,vhile held in durance. If I 
leave this building alive I leave it as justice of the 
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suprenle court of the state, and no po\ver on earth 
shall change the resolution." 
The next thing for the alnbassadors to do ,vas to 
find the friend that Judge Terry desired to see \vholn 
the C01l1Illittee ,vould adlnit to his presence. :1\11' A. 
P. Crittenden, a nlan of rare ability, united ,vith mild 
lnallners and a truly chivalrous sense of honor, \vas 
finally selected, 'VhOlll the COllilnittee granted access 
to Terry's cell. The correspondence thus far ,vas 
placed in :1\11' Crittenden's hands and the utmost se- 
crecy enjoined. Crittenden then held an intervie\v 
\vith Terry and shortly returned Zabriskie the foIIo\v- 
ing reply to the question, ho\y the will of the people 
\yas to be ascertained: " Let the offences charged 
against n1e," said Terry, "be submitted to a puLlic 
trial before an impartial jury, as speedily as n1ay be. 
If I aIll found guilty of any offence ,vhatever I ,viII 
at once resign." As I have before relnarked, there 
\vould be little danger to the high official in this, as 
Judge Terry's friends \vere the court party. Once 
in their hands, \vith t\vclve Inen of their selection on 
the jury bench, and there \vould be little doubt ho\v 
the case \vould go. This \vas to leave it to the 
peuple ! 
As a Inattcr of course the Executive ,vould listen to 
no proposal \v hich this cOlnnlÏssion ,vas enabled to 
lIlake, either fron1 Johnson or Terry, and the govern- 
or's overtures resulted in failure. But the afiair did 
not end here. Colonel Zabri
kie ,vas sensitively 
anxious to ha ve the ,\\T hole Inatter kept quiet. 
Judge Terry: on the other hand, ,vould rather it \vere 
kno\vn that he had been asked to resian and \vould 
o 
not. At Judge Terry's request, the written reply to 
the letter of Allen and the Zabriskies which \yn,s 
given 1\11' Crittenden appeared in the Sun of the 8th 
of July. This made the comn1issioncrs angry, and a 
nc\vspaper controversy bot\vcen thon1 and l\lr Critten- 
den follo\ycd. 'V orso ,vas yet to C01l1e. The governor, 
seeing that his cOID1l1issioners had failed, that bis ovcr- 
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tures \vere 111ade public, and his friend
 quarrelling 
Hll10ng themselves as to ,vho ,vas in fault for the pub- 
licity of the proceedings, determined so far as he ,vas 
concerned to cut loose fronl the c0111plication by ignor- 
inJ the ,vhole n1atter. Governor Johnson no\v caIne 
out in the public journals flatly denying ever having 
authorized Allen and the Zabriskies so to treat. This 
naturally Inade the nuncios very indignant. To J ohn- 
son's face they denounced his dastardly conduct and 
lllade the most solemn asseverations as to the truth of 
their statell1ents. And the people believed them. 
I \vill conclude this incident, significant as it is of 
the character of the la\v and order leaders, ,vith the 
follo,ving conlment of the California Alnerican: "\V e 
have read \vith astonishment the reply of Governor 
Johnson to the explanation of Colonel Zabriskie and 
General Allen. After having conferred the authority 
clain1ed by those gentlemen upon t,vo distinct COln- 
mittces or agencies previously appointed by the 
governor, he no,v repudiates the authority of like 
character clailned by those gentlemen and ,vhich no 
honest n1an can doubt the governor conferred upon 
thcIn." 
The Nevada Journal of the 18th of July gives the 
follo\ving : 
"A QUESTION OFVERACITY.-The papers belowconta.inacard from Colonel 
J, C, Zabriskie, the facts of '" hich are corroborated by a statement of General 
James Allen, in which Governor Johnson is shown up in no yeryenviable 
light, If there is no mistake or misunderstanding between the governor and 
the gentlemen before mentioned, the case is an awkward one for the executive, 
The facts in brief are substantially these: Colonel Zabriskie and Gcneral 
Allen were cmpowered by the governor, according to their statcment, which 
is entitled to every credence, to proceed to San Francisco amI treat with the 
Vigilance Committee for the liberation of Terry, and settle as fully as possible 
the existing difficulties between the people and the authorities, The basis on 
which the negotiations were to be conducted was, the Committee should de- 
liver Tcrryover to the civil authorities, return the arms of the state, and tlis- 
band, In consideration of which the governor would recommenù the passage 
of a general amnesty act 1y the next legislature, and use his influcnce and 
the power in him vested to prevent the punishment of any member of the 
Vi 6 ilance Committee for acts committed under the authority of such Com. 
mittee. 



4.36 


JOHNSO
 A
D HIS GEXTLE GENERAL. 


" Messrs Zabriskie and Allen proceeded to San Francisco on their mission, 
but were unsuccessful in consequence of the intractable disposition of Terry 
himself, 
"The Sun published the authority under which Zabriskie and Allen were 
acting, which induced the editor of the Express, published at :ßlarysville, to 
personally interrogate the governor, who was on a visit to that place, as to 
whether the two gentlemen named were acting on their own responsibility or 
his. The reply was, they were acting on their own. About the same time 
the governor addressed a note to Zabriskie and AlJen, demanding the contra- 
diction of the report in circulation, that he had vested them with powers to 
settle the difficulties in San Francisco. This called out a rejoinder, in which 
it was explicitly and emphatically declared that the two gentlemen were cm- 
povrered by the governor to settle the difficulties named, Another note was 
addressed to the governor by General Allen and Colonel Zahriskie, demanùing 
that he should put a stop to the dirty innuendoes in circulation concerning 
them, Ly publishing forthwith an explicit statement of the power he conferred 
upon thcm as his agents, and threatened that unless he did so, they would. 
To this, as well as to several previous notes, Governor Johnson made no reply, 
"In justice to himself Colonel Zabriskie has been compelled to make the 
facts public, though the step is a painful one to the man and the father, The 
govcn10r repudiates the authority he conferred upon his agents, or rather 
denies having invested them with any power to treat with the Vigilance Com- 
mittee at all. Colonel Zabriskie and General Allen are willing to qualify in 
the most solemn manner to the truth of their statemcnts, and thus the matter, 
at this writing, stands, The governor had made himself sufiìciently ridiculous 
before, but the latest developments make him perfectly contemptible," 


No true history of this n10velnent can long leave 
llidùcn so iluportant a personage a8 the governor's 
gentle general, Volney. Before he danced in full 
arnlor as one of the Salii priests to the governor's 
Mars, Ho,vard had borne the reputation of a talented 
la,vyer and a good citizen. 
Iore active in this in- 
stance than Sherulan, he ,vas less efficient, indeed 
harnlless, and take hin1 all in all, he ,vas a nlall after 
the governor's o\vn heart. lIe no,v seemed dcter- 
Inined, if it lay in his power, to drive the issue to a 
s\vift detern1ination. He ,vould stir up the cities of 
the interior, if possible, to suojugate the oay city. 
lIe ,vould save Terry's life and heal J ohnson'R 
\voundcd honor. lIe ,vould save the state, save the 
ullion. save hunulnity. This ,voulù surely be C01U- 
lllcndahle a.ction, \vhich the people \vould prai
e and 
posterity apotheosize. After the collision of Satur- 
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day in ,vhich he endeavored unsuccessfully to playa 
conspicuous part, he left by ,yay of Napa for Sacra- 
n1ento, ,vhere he arrived l\Ionday night. Imlu0diately 
posters inforrned the citizens of Sacran1ento that they 
,vould be addressed by General Ho,varJ at half-past 
eight in front of the Orleans Hotel. At the ap- 
pointed hour a large cro\yd collected about the place. 
I-Io,vard Inounted the stand, and, so far as the con- 
tinued interruptions ,vould permit hiln, Inade a Inost 
inflanl1l1atory speech. "Fello,v-citizens," he saill, ",ve 
are ill the Inidst of a revolution, ,ve are in the n1id8t 
of a. conflict, and we ll1USt never cease the struggle 
in behalf of the right, or ,ye go out of the union. 
Every act committed by the Vigilance COlIul1ittee is 
a stain and an insult upon the state. What is the 
case 1 One of the 1110st illustrious citizens of the 
state, one ,vho has been elevated to one of the highest 
and n10st important positions within the gift of the 
people, a nlan of uniIDpeachable and unblenlibhed 
character, one ,vholn the people deliß'hted to honor, 
has been ruthlessly seized and thrust into a dungeon 
by a set of 111en styliI?g themselves tho \Tigilance 
Conlmittee. fIe has been assaulted in the streets in 
attelnpting to execute the right of every citizen, and 
thrust ignon1Íniously into a loathsome, dark dungeon." 
"\Vho is he 1 Whom do you Inean?" cried the 
cro\vd. 
"He is a man kno,vn to you all," said the speaker; 
" he is J udg
 Terry." 
"Let him stay at home I What business has a 
judge t
 ll1ix himself up in street ro\"s 1" exclailned 
the ilnpudent crowd amidst great confusion. 
Dra\ving a paper from his pocket IIo\yard said: 
"I take ono thing for granted, that you arc \villing to 
hear the truth; that there is in this cro\yd no llHtn BO 
co,vardl y or so n1ean that he is llOt ,villing to hear the 
facts. " 
"'Vhat paper is that1" 
"This paper is conducted by a 111an you may de- 
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nounce and pretend to despise," continued the 
peaker, 
"a nlan of unquestionable courage, and one \V hOlll in 
Jour hearts you 111ust respect-John Nugent of the 
IIerald. " 
Loud laughter, deafening shouts, hooting and clap- 
ping of hands follo\ved an1Ïdst cries of "Give us an 
Ï1npartial paper! Read from the Union!" 
"Fools and co\vards may laugh at it, but honest 
nlen-" Here the speaker \vas interrupted by a stornl 
of shouts and laughter. 
'"I kno\v that a fe\v men have been hired and 
especially delegated to COine here to interrupt-" 
"They are nine tenths of Sacramento!" 
Finally exasperated beyond endurance I-Io\vard 
shouted, " You are a set of vile co\vards!" And a 
general battle of blackguardislll, dirt-thro\ving, and 
epithet-hurling bet\veen the speaker and the cro\vd 
set in. A singular Inethod, one \voulJ think, by \V hich 
a \vise man \vould attelnpt to nlake converts; as \vise 
as that adopted by the learned suprenle justice, \vho 
attempted to crush a cOlllillunity organized for the 
prevention of crime by staLbing one of its melnLers. 
COllllnenting upon this nleeting the Union says: 
":Vir IIo\vard instead of arousing any enthusiam for 
the cause of despotic rule and the butchery uf the 
people, \vhich he advocated, succeeded nlost effectu- 
ally in bringing the la\v and orùer party 10\ver in the 
estimation of good men than before, and cOlnpletely 
floored l\Iajor-general Volney E. IIo\vard in their 
eyes. He did have a reputation as a Inall of talents 
before he nlade that speech; he did succeed in con- 
vincing those \vho heard hinl, that he \vas not half 
equal to his reputation. 
"These Texas men appear to think that the free 
nlcn of this state can be driven like Indians on tho 
,vestern boròer of that state, at the point of a fü\V 
hundred bayonets. They thought at first that five 
hundred IHen would be as n1any as they \vould nccJ.. 
They flattered themselves that the 'shop-keepers' of 
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San Francisco ,vould 1l0t fight, that they would run 
if a handful of brave 1110n presented thelllEelves Lefore 
then1. These San ]'rancisco l11en did not belon o ' to a 
v 
fighting stock, because they \vere peaceably attending 
to their O\Yll business, did not \valk the streets ,yith 
pistol and bo,yie- knife on their person, and had 1l0t 
killed nor shot their 111an in a street fight. Upon 
this point Judge Terry and General Ho\vard have 
probably changed their lllinds since Olle ,yas captured 
by the COlllll1ittee and the other had his little arlny 
and their arl11S taken before his very eyes, \vhile he 
dcen1ed that duty or prudence required hil11 to beat a 
retreat fron1 the city." True. And like tho explo- 
sive force in gunpo\vder as cOlnpared \vith th
 cracking 
of thorns under a pot, quiet 111en are as a rule the 
Inost dangerous elell1ent 'v hen aroused; and often the 
slo\vest to enter a fight are like\vise the slo\vest to 
leave it. 
"Could a gentlen1an or a n1an of honor be persuaded 
to have uttered such a tissue of lies, 111isrepresentations, 
and slanders as caIne froln this infalnous libeller at the 
111eeting on l\Ionday night!" exclain1s a journalist. 
"IIo,vard's billingsgate language to\vards the 111el11- 
bel's of the COIDll1ittee, n10re especially his slander 
that the noble-hearted Frenchmen who ,vith other 
adopted and alien citizens have ventured their all in 
support of the C01111non cause are convicts, is an in- 
f::unous lie; and he kno,vs it." 
Fron1 Sacramento General Ho\vard proceeded to 
Placerville, but finding the public pulse beating Io\v 
fÒr l::t\v and order in that quarter, he left, ,vithout at- 
teillpting an adJ.ress, for Cololna. Even there he 
failed to obtain a hearing. 
Says the Nevada JOU1 1 nal: "Volney E. Ho,vard, a 
San Franciscan, has been selected by our governor to 
take con1mand of the thousands ,vhose brave" hearts 
are stirred by his belligerent proclalnation,con1ing froln 
the counties of Sierra, Nevada, Placer, EI Dorado, 
Alll3:dor, anù Sacramento. It is quite likely in any 
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decent en1ergency, the people of the (
istrict had just 
as lieve be cOlIllnanded by a resident general, but as 
it is, it is a lIlatter of congratulation to us that there 
is a scarcity of the tiulber in this division out of \v hich 
such con11nanders are lIlade. \Villiarns, he that shot 
Bourland, an unarnled nlan, and he kne\v him to be so 
at the time, has been dubbed brigadier-general for the 
elIlergency. lIe \vill n1ake a good subject to cOlnn1and 
the second brigade. La\vand order is nlost beauti- 
fully exeulplified in hin1, and \vill be ll10St signally 
enforced by his cOilllnands." 
"The ill success of the trip of V. E. Ho\vard into 
the interior in search of recruits for the h1\v and 
murder arlIlY," says the Bulletin of July 24th, "has 
qui
e discornflted the leaders in the 1110VeUlent against 
the people's interests, and places the Inilitary chieftain 
,vho indited a bonlbastic letter to Governor Johnson, 
after his defeat in this city, in a nlost ridiculous posi- 
tion. The \vorkers in this scheme of iniquity are, 
ho\vever, indefatigable. They have printed a circular 
addressed to persons Ii ving in the interior, a copy of 
\vhich, found folded in one of the unscrupulous sheets 
devoted to la\v and 11lurder, has been handed us. Over 
it is \vritten, 'To be signed by all \vho approve.' \Ve 
do not apprehend that the nun1ber of signatures ob- 
tained has yet reached a very alarlning figure. \Vhat 
a mass of bOlnbast ! We are informed that General 
Volney E. IIo\vard is a guest of General Estell at the 
state-prison, \vhere they both properly belong. He 
Inade a speech of three hours, to about t\venty 
hearers, at San Rafael, on Tuesday last." 
But \vhat could Ho\vard say against the "\TigiIance 
Con1mittee 1 Listen to hin1, and remenlber that hith- - 
erto this nlan had enjoyed a reputation not only for 
conllnon sense and common honesty, but for ability and 
respectability. "I say," he exclaimed vehemently, 
an1idst great laughter and hissing, "because Casey 
killed ICing they hung Cora. N O\V, fello,v-citizcns, 
\vhen Cain killed Abel, did the Ahnighty kill Cain? 
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No, he put a nlark upon hinl and sent hi III a,vay. 
But this Vigilance Conllnittee is greater and ,viser 
than the Almighty. They kno\v more and kno\v 
Letter ho\v to punish. Ah, fello,v-citizens, the tinle 
is at hand, the tilne is at hand ,vhen these green-gro- 
cers, these venders of sour flour and corned pork \vill 
have to look to their necks! They are already quar- 
relling an10ng thenlselves, and I should not be sur- 
prised any day that they had broken out into deadly 
strife and killed a thousand men! Has not this de- 
testable organization set father, son, brothers, rela- 
ti ves all against each other? I-Ias it not stopped all 
business? Go do\vn to the city no,v and see. If the 
streets ,vere not Inade of rotten plank, the grass ,vould 
be gro\ving in theIne Before three ,veeks the failures 
,vill astonish you all, for they 111USt conle, and soon. 
N o'v, they ,vant the officers to resjgn; and for \v hat? 
That they can deal their places out to SOllle of their 
o\vn gang. Yes, they begin to fear for their necks. 
They begin to think about disbanding, and \vith the 
present officers in po,ver they kno\v it \von't do. N o'v, 
if they can get the officers out, and their o,vn party 
in, they can disband \vith safety; for they kno,v they 
are just as bad and just as likely to be hanged Ly the 
la\vs as Casey and Cora ,yore by them. They talk 
of holJ.ing out till election tinle. You see, then, that 
the \vhole thing is turned into a great political l1U1- 
chine, by \v hich they intend to control the elections, 
and get in their o,vn party. The spoils of the officers 
\vill help to remunerate theln for their losses in at- 
tending to the COInmittee business. Tho spoils of 
office \vill be a fat morsel for those sour-flour dealers, 
,vho have lost their all by SOllle flour lTIonopoly specu- 
lation. They Jllust be paid in S0111e ,yay, and there is 
no other ,yay left theln. N o'v, gentlelllcn, ,vhy have 
they not struck at the root of the evils they talk 
about 1 They have sent oft" a fe\v of the poor tools, 
but they dare not put their finger on the great, the 
luoneyed 111en. They dare not touch thclll. SlUllnc! 
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Shame on them! N O\V, there is David S. Terry. 
"That has he done to be treated in the manner he is 
treated 1 I say, nothing. I have kno\vn hilll since 
he ,vas a boy, and he is above reproach. The 111an 
Hopkins they prate so ITI.ueh about, \vith a scratch on 
his neck, I say a lTIere scratch, nlade by Terry it is 
true, but it is also true that he had a right to do it, a 
right to defend himself. For this he is incarcerated 
in a dungeon, \vithout even being allowed the con- 
soling presence of his dear \vife. Did the annals of 
history ever sho,v such cruelty, such revenge? vVhy, 
the French revolution \vas nothing to it I" 
These ,vords ,vere hardly ,vorthy of General IIo\v- 
ard, \yho, pleasantry aside, posses8ed a ,varm heart and 
a good head. But n1any heads on both sides \Vere 
turned during these exciting tilDes-more exciting 
than ,vere found in nlany localities, throughout the 
civil war which followed. 
The day of the attempted insurrectionary meeting 
before the Orleans Hotel, a pronuncianliento addressed 
to Governor Johnson by Ho\vard against the San 
Francisco Vigilance COnl111ittee appeared in the col- 
umns of the State JOltrna.l. This doculnent revie\
"s 
the affairs of the last fortnight, since \v hich tinle 
Ho\vard had been in conlmand of Johnson's forces, in 
the SaITIe spirit of candor, sound logic, and truthful- 
ness \vhich characterized 1110st of the affirnlations of 
the la \v and order cabal. Lest I should fail to do hilll 
justice I \vill permit General Ho\vard to plcad thp 
cause of his party and denounce his opponents, so far 
as I have the space to spare, in his o\vn \vords. It 
111ay Le renlal'ked en lJ(tssant that there is a remark- 
aLle sinlilarity in all the la\v and order literature of 
the period. What it lacked in reason it l11ade up in 
roaring, and if veracity \vere "\va11ting vehenlonce and 
vituperation ,vere not. The reader \villl'eadily ùctect 
minor misrepresentations frOITI wilful lnendacity; for 
it \yas utterly inlpossible for ]11011 on either side, \vit.h- 
passions at fever heat, at all tilnes to control theIr 
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tongue, and present only sound, logical argurnents in 
tClllperate language. Strange ho\v differently nlen 
of equal intelligence and ability regard the saille 111at- 
tel' ! 
After revie\ving the events of the previous Satur- 
day, at \vhich time he 11lade an unsuccessful atten1pt 
through 
1r Colelnan to obtain the release of Terry, 
he recites the crimes of the Committee in the follow r - 
iug ,,'"ords: "The circulllstances connected \vith this 
nlovement are such as to leave no doubt in my lnind 
that the insurgents ailn at nothing less than an entire 
overtho\v of the state governlnent and secession frolll 
the federal union." 
So utterly absurd, so far removed from the thought 
of anY'l11ember of the Comlllittee, was this idea, tlu
t 
I deenl .it ,vords \vasted to refute it. I \vould only 
say that this accusation ,vas persistently promulgated 
by la\y and order journals and speakers, day after day, 
until one \vould think that they in reality began to 
believe it, but I cannot so outrage their understanding 
as to give thelll credit for sincerity. The Lusiness 
111en of San Francisco secede from the union because 
certain human vermin infest their streets! 
To proceed: "If it hatl been their purpose to dis- 
band in a short period, they \vould not ha ve COll1- 
nlitted piracy by robbing a vessel of a small quantity 
of arlTIS upon the bay. They ,,
ould not subscquently 
have levieù actual ,val' upon the state by surrounding 
the arnlories by a large 111ilitary force and seizing the 
state arnlS and making prisoners of the lncn guarding 
theI11, especially as they kne\v that your orders \ycre 
that I should act on the defensive, anù that I had no 
po\ver or Ineans to pursue any other line of conduct. 
It nlust be obvious to all lllen of discernnlcllt, that 
this layçless association has proceeded frOIll one crilno 
and outrage to another until they haye arrived at the 
conclusion that there is no safety for their leaders but 
in revolution and a separate gOYCrnlllent on the Pa- 
cific. They have conlmitted treason, murder, piracy, 
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and the felony of kidnapping. They have violently 
and \vith force of arn'lS trodden dO\\"1l the authority of 
the executive and judiciary. They have at the point 
of the bayonet resisted the execution of the ,vrit of 
habeas corpus, for ages justly considered the bul\vark 
of personal liberty. They 
lave assembled around the 
jail of the county of San Francisco large nUlubers of 
arnled nlen and planted a cannon against the front, 
and thus cOll1pelled the surrender of t\VO persons 
therein detained in the custody of the la\v, 'VhOlll 
they have since put to death ,vithout legal trial or 
the fornls of judicial proceedings. They have ,v'Ïth- 
out a 'v arrant or any other process of la\v, forcibly 
searched the houses of honest and peaceable citizens 
at the dead hour of night, outraging falnilies aud ter- 
rifying defenceless felnales. For nearly six ,yeeks 
they haye tran1pled do\vn by an arlned 11lilitary des- 
potisnl in San Francisco every constitutional right 
secured to the citizens by 'ìnagna cha1"ta and the bill 
of rights. They have robbed us of the heritage 
earned for us by the labors and sufferings of the sages 
and patriots of 1776. They have erected in the heart 
of the comn1erciallnetropolis a fortification filled \vith 
armed 111en to overa\ve the citizens and the civil au- 
thorities. By day and by night they paraded in the 
streets large bodies of armed 111en, and San Francisco 
presents continually the appearance of a city in the 
}Jossession of a foreign foe. And it is so, practically. 
I t is 
"ell kno\vn that the Vigilance COlnnlÎttee have 
armed and hired a large body of foreign mercenaries 
to shoot do\vn the officers and citizens of the state in 
discharge of the duties cast upon them by the la\,s 
and their oath of office." 
After a colulnn or so in this strain he assumes a 
loftier tone. "\Vhat right," he exclaims, "haye such 
lHen to kidnap one of the judges of the SUprelYle court, 
a gentlenlan \vho is the soul of honor and truth? How 
dare these traitors thrust Dr Ashe into their dungeon, 
erected at the expense of their creditors, a gentlenlan 
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,yho had comn1itted no offence, and upon ,yhose integ- 
rity the Inilde"
 of CallUTIny has never for a lTIOrnent 
rested ? .....
re the people of California descendants of 
IneH ,yho can guard liberty \vith their s\vords, or SOlne 
Lastard race reduced to slavery on the shores of the 
Pacific by shopkeepers and lnerchants 1 'Vhen shall 
,ve all be sold in lllarket to pay their debts in N e\v 
York and Boston 1" 
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THE VERDICT. 


It was tl1erefore of little immediate consequence that man should stand 
upright in token of his dominion. 


Lotze. 


GUILTY, and the prisoner to be discharged! Such 
is the paradoxical verdict. Guilty; and discharged I 
That is as the people first hear it. Terry at large! 
Free I Discharged by his judges ,vho found hilH 
guilty. Nonsense! No ,vonder Inen smile incredu- 
lously \vhen first they hear of it. Oh, no! Before 
they can be maùe to believe that of the executive 
cOlllnlittee, the people's pride and city's honor, the 
morning sun must first project black rays against the 
vaulted blue. No, indeed! These lllen are not traitors; 
they are not cowarùs, nor venal venders of public 
Illorality. Never ,vould they yield to threats, nor sell 
justice at a price. 
And yet it is true. These judges in WhOlll but 
yesterday all placed such unbounded confidence, by 
\v horn these "reeks past all good citizens have stood 
and beside \v hOIll they "Tere ready to die, thernsel ves 
pronounce him guilty; and then as if in the shan1e- 
ful execution of some dastardly conspiracy they sur- 
reptitiously discharge their too illustrious prisoner, in 
the opaque early ITIor.ning, even guarding hiln frolH 
popular vengeance in his escape. 'Tis too outrageously 
true. 

uch \ves the feeling on all sides alllong the vigilant 
ranks and arllong the people, everywhere except arllong 
the opposition, \vho of course were jubilant. SOIHO 
(466) 
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v.Tere sick; others \verc angrily sore about it. Nor 
did they hesitate to curse the Executive as 111en of 
n1Ìlk and \vater, as frightened foolish cO\\Tards. X C\VS- 
papers cursed theIne rrhose 'v ho had contributed thc\ir 
thousands to support the movenlent cursed theIne He 
\vho had played the conlmon soldier through the long 
night \vatches, \vho had ncglected his business and 
fan1Ìly, and had drilled and nlarched and confronted 
danger for nothing on earth but his inherent love oÎ 
truth and virtue-he cursed theine Indeed, neycr 
\,-ere good 111ell so biasphen1eJ in Califorllia. 
The people \vere sorely disappointed; their hearts 
sank \vithin then1. All \vas lost. They \yould not 
give a copper for the cause after that. Honor \vas 
gone; prestige \vas gone; all the hanging [) nd banish- 
Inent hitherto had been done in vain. Then hO\\T \yell 
it sounded. Brave, honorable Inen; hang your little 
Caseys and Coras, banish 
Y01IT Sullivans and your 
l\luJligans, but the judge of the supren1e court, 
let hinl go. Bah! 
ealk no nlore of justice or in- 
tegrity. 
This n1an had left his seat in the highest legal 
tribunal of the state, had left the capital, the city of 
his residence, had conle to San Francisco for the ex 
 
press purpose of precipitating a bloody collision be- 
t\veen the Comnlittee and the state authorities, and 
had so forgotten hiulself and the dignity of his high 
office as to 11lingle in a street affray, in a Inatter aLout 
\vhich it ,vas far from his duty to concern hiulself, 
and finally to resort to the use of a deadly \",eapon 
upon a nlan \vho \vas seeking to do hinl no har11l. 
And this, all as the part of a general plan, in \vhiclt 
the \veak Johnson and the mighty Ho\vard \yere COll- 
spir'dtors. 
And yet he could neither be hanged nor banished. 
It \vas, indeed, exasperating. 
Says one of the people's organs on the subject: 
"Had Hopkins been 1nurdered b
r one of Terry'
 ur 
Howard's r1lisguided ignorant tool
J and the COlll111it- 
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tee had merely bani
hed him the country, ,ye ,vould 
not have nlurlnured. But vve look on Judge Terry 
in a different light. He is a Ulan of education, of 
position, and ,vealth. lIe should have kno"
n better. 
Nothing but an unbridled passion and a ,vicked <:Ul1- 
bition for political advancenlent governed both I-Io\v- 
ard and Terry in this affair." 
And thus another: "The critical period has arrived 
for the general body of the Vigilance COIDlllittee 
to act. The self-constituted executive body of that 
comnlittee have Inanaged, or rather Inismanaged its 
affairs in the most scandalous manner, especially of 
late. The only renledy that no,v renlains is for the 
betrayed lnembers of the body to reorganize thenl- 
selves and elect an executive body of triedlnen, fc\ver 
in nlunber, but \vith stout hearts and clean hands- 
nlen ,vho understand \yhat an historical crisis is." 
The trial closed at cleven o'clock Tuesday evening, 
the 22d of July, haying lasted t\venty-five days; but 
"Then ,ve consider that sessions 'v ere held every day 
including Sundays, and that nearly every day there 
,yere t\VO sessions, ,ve Inay leave out the fe\v days in 
,vhich this case ,vas not brought up and still have 
equivalent to t\VO full lnonths of ordinary court pro- 
ceedings expended upon this trial. 
In closing, Judge Terry pleaded his o,vn cause, and 
J\fr Snlilüy spoke for the people. The follo\ving oath 
,vas then taken by each Inelllber of the cxecutiyc 
conlnlittee: "We hereby pledge our sacred honor to 
God and ourselves, never to divulge the votes taken 
in our verdicts rendered in the trial of David S. 
Terry to any living being outside this rOOlll. So help 
us God." 
I t ,vas agreed that three fifths of the number of 
votes cast should be required to convict. On the 
first count of the indictnlent, that of resisting an of- 
ficer of the ComnlÏttee ,vhile in the discharge of his 
duty, the prisoner ,yas found guilty. On the secon
l 
count, that of assaulting Sterling A. Hopkins \vith a 
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deadly \veapon, ,vith intent to kill, the prisoner '\
D8 
found, by the executive cOl1llnittee, guilty of the assault 
only; the d,elegates, ho\vever, as \178 shall see, lllade 
hilIl guilty of the entire charge. On the third count, 
that of an attack on Evans, the prisoner \vas found 
not guilty by the executive COllllllittee. The board 
of delegates dislllissed this charge. All the other 
charges, except the seventh, on \vhich he \vas found 
guilty, \vere dismissed by the executive COllilnittee. 
On all the charges but the second the Executiyc 
had no difficulty in arriving at a decision. The vote 
on this charge \vas postponed till next day, the 23c1, 
,vhen it ,vas ordered that if after the third ballot no 
verdict ,vas found a conlmittee of conference should bo 
appointed to deternlÎne some plan of amicable settle- 
lllcnt. The vote was then taken; when the prisoner ,vas 
found gui]ty of the assault only. This did not at a11 
suit the board of delegates Yvho found hill} guilty of 
the entire charge. The Inatter of punishnlent \vas nlado 
the special order for 12 o'clock on Thursday the 24th. 
The grand lnarshal \vas directed to call together the 
board of delegates for Friday at eleven o'clock. 
Thus of every important charge the prisoner \vas 
found guilty, nevertheless it \vas deterlnined to pass 
upon hinl the follo,ving sentence: ",That David S. 
Terry haying been convicted after a full, fair, and Ìln- 
partial trial, of certain charges before the COlnnlittce 
of \Tigilance, and the usual punishment in their po,ycr 
to inflict not being applicable in the present instance; 
Therefore be it declared the decision of the C0l111nit - 
tee of Vigilance, that the said David S. Terry be dis- 
charged from custody; and also, Resolved, that in the 
opinion of the Comnlittee of Vigilance the interests 
of the state imperatively demand that the said David 
S. Terry should resign his position as judge of the 
supreme court. Resolved, that this resolution be read 
to David S. Terry, and he forth\yith be discharged 
from the c:ustody of the COIlln1ittee of Vigilance on 
this being ratified by the board of delegates." 
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The board of delegates met pursuant to the call of 
the grand 1narshal, ]-'riday nlorning, the 25th of July, 
at cleven o'clock. By inyitation }\fr Colenlan occu- 
pied the chair. At the calling of the roll one hundred . 
111enlbers ans\vered to their naInes. After disposing 
of certain nliscellaneous business the case of Terry 
\vas brought up and the evidence on both sides \vas 
read; also Terry's staten1ent in his own defence, and 
finally the verdict of the Executive. 
A nlotion \vas then Inade and lost that the delo-' 
gates concur in the verdict of the Executive, follo\ved 
by a nlotion which carried, that the board of dele- 
gates take a vote on each count of the indictlnent and 
verdict of tho executive COlll111ittee separately. The 
verdict of guilty on the first count \vas confirnled by 
a vote of ninety-five ayes to two noes. The verdict 
of guilty ,vas found on the second charge by a vote of 
eighty-eight ayes to eight noes, the \yords in the find- 
ing "of the assault" being stricken out. The action 
of the Executive on the other counts \vas confirnlcd; 
all except the one charging an assault on J. H. Purdy, 
\vhich \yas expunged. 
Several 111eetings of the delegates no\v took place, 
in \vhich the case of Terry \vas not brought up. 
l\Iean\v hile the utnlost persuasion on the part of those 
in favor of sustaining the Executive verdict failed to 
iu(luce the board to acquiesce. 
'inally, at a Ineeting 
held the evening of the 31st of July, nillety-t\vO Leing 
present, out of \vhich nUlllbcr seventy-nine only \ycre 
allo\yed to vote, the renlainder not having heard the 
testi1110ny read, the case of Terry \vas again brought 
np, \vhen it \vas resolved, the Executive concurring, 
that he "be banished frolH this state on the shortest 
possible notice, under the usual penalty." The \vhole 
Inatter \vas then referred back to the executive conl- 
u1Ïttee, \vith tho request that the Executive should 
rneet tho board of delegates, and the t\VO bodies 
should act in joint convention until the vexed ques- 
tion should be settled. 
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The 5th of August the delegates called on tho Ex- 
ecutive in a body to learn their vie,vs in respect to the 
case of Terry. The menlbers of the Executive having 
expressed their vie,vs, the board of delegates voted 
upon a lllotion to reconsider the sentence, ,vhich ,vas 
lost. N ext day by a vote of forty-four to thirty-six 
the delegates concurred in the sentence of the Execu- 
tiye; and on the 7th of August, at a lneeting held at 
t,vo o'clock on the 1110rning of that day, the Executive 
resolved that the sentence of Terry be read to hiln, and 
that he be forth,vith discharged, \vhieh ,vas done at 
fifteen 111inutes past t,vo. 
"There was a dead-lock in the Comn1Ìttee," says 
Crary. "We cast some forty ballots before the board 
of delegates \vore called into session again. I think 
there ,vere but thirty-four votes cast throughout the 
day; seventeen to seventeen all the tilne." 
The delegates were brought to acquiescence only Ly 
influential nlen1bers going fr01l1 one to another, and 
eXplaining the dileIllllla and satisfying thelli that there 
'vas nothing else to be done unùer the circunlstances. 
"Ho ,vas bigger game than ,ve calculated to ba6'," 
said Sll1iley; "after he \vas found guilty there '7as 
still a fight for tinle, to endeavor to get the executive 
conllllittee to re-examine the case, or to retract their 
vote. " 


" 'Vhy the executive cOffilnittee came to the conclu- 
sion that they could not banish hinl, I do not kno,v," 
says the soldier Olney, nlore accustolued to obey th
ll 
to question. " I only kno,,," I \vas in a terrible state 
of excitelnent that night ,vhen I received the order tJ 
Jiberate hill1. It ,vas tho only tilne during the ,vholo 
reign of the C0111nlittee that there ,va8 anything like 
expression of feeling against any act of the Conl- 
Inittee. But ill this case a large nUlllber had gatherel; 
the building ,vas cra111111ed. They got together. OIl 
the lo\ver floor, and there ,vas a good deal of excIted 
talk, anJ it seemed as if there \voulJ Le resistance to 
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the order to liberate l1im, and a good deal of strong 
language was used." 
J\fen of influence in the Committee, prominent 
among whom were Colonel Olney and Judge Blake, 
1110unted platforms and attempted to soothe the angry 
assemblage; and such was the confidence of the mem.. 
bers in their officers, such their abhorrence of any.. 
thing like disruption in the ending of their hitherto 
har111onious work, that although they were fearfully 
and angrily excited they could but yield obedience. 
Though they hated the verdict, they revered the 
judges. Finally they calmed; and afterward all were 
ready to ackno"\vledge the wisdom which governed 
the Executive. 

1r Coleman's explanation presents the Inatter in a 
very clear light: "Here was a disagreement or differ.. 
ence between the decisions of the Executive and the 
delegates, which \vas embarrassing. The Executive 
felt that it were better that their conclusion should 
be Inaintained and carried out; but the spirit of the 
"\vhole organization was that of harmony and unity of 
action, and the Executive did not want a divergence 
on this most important case. The fact was that 
I-Iopkins had recovered, and any severe penalty on 
Terry \vas impossible. It ,vas felt by the Executive 
that his long incarceration and trial, which had weighed 
heavily upon him, ,vas a severe punishment, and suffi- 
cient to \vell-nigh compensate for his ill-advised in.. 
terference with our affairs. But the masses of the 
people \vere still enraged against him, and not in.. 
elined to lessen any former conceived measure of 
punishment or penalty; and in this the delegates 
shared largely although subnlitting to and acknowl.. 
ed 6 ing the force of the views and action of the Execu- 
tive. The common sentiment and demand with the 
community and the body of the committee \YUS for 
exportation or banishment, but they did not realize 
,vhat the Executive had fully considered, namely,- 
that Hopkins having recovered, no case stood agains.t 
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Terry sill1ilar to those against the other people 'v hOln 
,ve had executed or banished, and justifying a like 
course \yith hin1. K ext, 'v hile the Committee ad- 
hered rigidly to the execution of even-handed justice 
,vithal, it \vould not have been even-handed, everything 
considered, to have banished Terry \vith the other 
characters. Again, justice being satisfied, it were 
bad poHcy, because the C01l11110n sentilnent of impar- 
tial and disinterested people ,yould be in his favor, 
and ,yould strengthen the clailns and the efforts of 
his friends, \vho ,vould surely have insisted upon and 
aided in his return to tho country, and there \vould 
have been created thereby perhaps an increased, cer- 
tainly a continued active opposition to the edicts of 
banishlnent of the C01111nittee, and Terry once re- 
turned ,vould be an excuse for others to follo\v; and 
the shield extended over hÏ1n would have extended 
over others. Under these circunlstances ,ve could 
but let Terry's case rest, ,yaiting ,vhat n1ight be de- 
veloped in his behalf or other,visc, ,vaiting the effect 
of tin1e, and hoping that a full agreement of opinion 
,vould soon be arrived at or other solution present it- 
self. " 


After this ,veIl-nigh forced sanction of the delegates 
the Executive ,vere deterlnined to get rid of their too 
po\vcrful prisoner before they slept, if it ,vore possible. 
To accomplish this lacked one vote, and as Frink 
af1ìnns, "they got up Captain Aaron Burns out of 
his bed to lllake up this deficiency, and that enabled 
then] to pass the resolution by \vhich Terry ,vas 
liberateJ. " 
l\Ir Truett's dictation runs as follo,vs: "A quorum 
of the Executive ,vas obtained, as there ,vas danger 
of Terry's being attacked, as ,ve thought, by In embers 
of the COllllllittee, and ,ve thought it best to discharge 
hin1 as soon as possible." He "yas taken through a 
store opening on Front street, and thence up Cali- 
fornia street to Dupont, ,vhere his friend Perley lived. 
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After Truett had taken Terry to Perley's house; 
he ,vent hOlne and to bod, and having been up for 
many nights \vith the burden of Terry's life and Il1any 
other responsibilities on his hands, he ,vas soon asleep. 
Half an hour after\vard he ,vas roused by Bluxonle. 
" There are a thousand men no,v hunting for Terry," 
he said. 
"This ,vill not do," Truett replied. " We have 
acquitted the man and ,ve must protect hinl." 
vVith Bluxome was Hossefross and a squad of men. 
Hastening over to Perley's house, ,vhere ,vere \vine 
and rejoicing in honor of his deliverance, Blu
onle 
acquainted Terry of his danger. His reception \vas 
none of the most cordial, although his nlission ,vas 
pure charity. With generous hospitality he offered 
the hunted Ulan his private apartIl1ents, saying, "They 
,vill not hunt you there." But the suprenle judge had 
had enough of '33, Secretary,' and declined. 
Presently Truett made his appearance, and to his 
able and brave defender Terry said, "1 ,viII be guided 
'v holly by you." 
" The best thing you can do, then," said Truett, "is 
to make your \vay do\vn to the ,vharf, take a \vhite- 
hall boat, and get aboard the United States sloop of 
,val' ,john Adan
s." 
Terry assented, and gladly availed himself of the 
vigilant escort waiting Truett's orders ,vithout. "vVe 
all thought it best to have no cro,vd \vith us at all," 
says Truett's dictation, "and that a portion of his 
friends should go down on Kearny street, so as not to 
have too nlany together, and others should go in 
another direction. Terry and n1ysolf ,vent do,vn 
Dupont street to Broad,vay, and do,vn Broad,vay 
to the ,vater front, ,vhere a boat obtained by his 
fi'iends ,vas in readiness. Having got in he ,vas put 
aboard the sloop of ,val', as arranged." 1 t ,vas at a 
quarter before two on the Inorning of t.he 7th of 
August, after a cOnflllelTICnt of SOHle seven ,vceks, 
that Terry ,vas set at liberty. The afternoon of the 
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san1e day, in conlpany ,vith about one hundred lllen 
of la,v, he took passage on board the stealnboat IIelen 
I-Iensley for QP the river. 


The tidings of Terry's release fell upon the fever- 
stricken cornlnunity like a chill. " There \vere thrce 
thousand IHen about the building, terribly excited," 
says Crary. Nothing of the trial froln the beginning 
until no,v ,vas kno,vn by the people, and no,v they 
,ycre very angry; every phase of mingled ire and dis- 
gust ,vas apparent on the faces which lnet that morn- 
ing. SOI11e ,vere sorro,vfully disappointed; others 
s\vearfully ralnpant. Their late idol, the Vigilance 
Conln1ittee, the people no,v cursed as traitors, ,veak and 
treacherous sycophants, ,vho strangle slnilingly friend- 
less crilninals, but 'v ho dare not touch the august Ter- 
ry's garn1cnt's heln. As Frink puts it, "there \vas the 
deyil to pay. It nearly broke up the COlnn1ittee. 
Colc111an caIne in and said he kne,v nothing about it, 
anll cahned theln as \vell as he could." 
Indeed, to the manner of Terry's discharge J\fr 
Colen1an takes exception in language stronger than I 
ha,"'e often heard him use. Speaking of the eleven 
brought together for the express purpose of liberating 
Terry, of ,vhich number Colenlan ,vas not one, his 
dict.ation says: "They took advantage of a provision 
in the rules of the COlllnlittee ,vhich al]o,ved about a 
dozen Inen1bers of the Executive to act as a quorUll1 
by night in cases of danger or emergency requiring 
iUllllediate action, and proceeded accordingly." 
" J\Iy o,vn plan," continues the president, "and that 
of S01l1e others, ,vhich I had freely expressed, \vas 
that upon the concurrence of the board of delegates 
in the sentence of the Executive, Terry should be 
forn1ally discharged in broad daylight, in the presc.neo 
of the \vhole COlnn1Ïttee assenlbled for the occaSIon, 
and escorted by the 111ilitary froln his place of illlpris- 
onn1ent, ,yhich proceeding ,vould have becn 1110re in 
accordance ,vith the character and dignity of the 
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Committet? than thrrt actually pursued b:
 the n1inority 
of the Executiye." 
In truth it ,,-as a tr
-ing nlonlent and displays in 
n greater degree than rrny other incident of the cru- 
srrde the rare self-control of the leaders and the strong 
and ruling principle ,yhich could hold as in a yi
e 
di
rupting pas
ion pervading the "hole association. 
Let us follo" 111' Cole1l1an a little further: ,. It yça
 
a matter of intense surprise to the president anJ the 
other lllember
 of the Executiye and of the great 
body of the ".hole Conllnittee the next 1110rning, to 
learn ,,-hat "as on eyerybody's lip.;:, that Terry had 
been clandestinely allo,yed to escape. Excitement was 
intense; rage, lllortification, invectiye "ere the feature
 
of the hour. Ho,y1 "
hy
 "Therefore 1 By ,,-horn? 
"ere the questions eyerY"There resounding. The 
ans\,er:; "Tere, ,,'?" e cannot understand it. 'Ve left the 
"delegates in convention, the vice-president of the 
Executiye in the chair. ".,.. e supposed that this action 
it any, ,,-ould be reported to the Executive. A denland 
V;Tã:, m
de on all sides for explanations, for reparation 
for puni
hment of the guilty ones, if they "Tere guilty". 
The great body of the COlnlnittee "ere of course in 
utter ignorance of the
e several proceedings ,vhich 
had led to this result and ,vere incensed and outraged 
at ,,-hat they considered treachery and co ".ardice. 
The lnain floor of the Committee room ,vas cro".ded, 
and an ilnpro1l1ptu organization ,vas called for, for ex- 
planation, and as some expre<3sed it for further action. 
..1.-\.11 tho seeds of dissension or of dissatisfaction that 
llad been so,vn by our enenlies during' the Terry trial 

eenled at this lnoment to be ripening, and prompt and 
proper action ,va":) evidently needeù. Tho pre
ident 
called the Executive together and an 
xrlanation ,,-as 
a
kf'd of the mClnbers ,vho the night }Jcfore had di....- 
charged Terry and ,vho by thi<; hour ,vcre ,veIl kno\\n, 
\vhich théY gavo; and after an 'V:1f1 F;aiù and an th
t 
could Lo ,vac; done the final ans\vcr rCHCJlvod itHclf that It 
,vas very ill advi
ed, vpry hasty, very unfortunate, very 



THE E

AGED pauc. 


unJignified, n.ot in good ta
te nor beromin.z the '
ig- 
ilance CommIttee. These menlber Q and other, ,,-ere 
reque
ted to addre....":) the bod)- of the meetiDO" beloW". 
explain proceedings, and if po:--....ible sati
(y the bod - 
of our menlber
 and re
tore fluiet. They W"ere accord- 
ingly addre

cd by a number of gentlemen, and every 
effcrt 
as made, and a
:,urances ,,-ere given that the 
Executi,e in full be:--
ion appro,-ed of what wa
 done. 
But ,,-hile many ,vere 
ati
fied the majority ,volid not 
be, and they called for the pre:;ident, and hent deputa- 
tions to him a
king him to addre:--;:) them and to ,..,.ive 
hi, a;;;:"urance of appro\al of ".hat had been done. 
The prec;ident responded, and a ,
ured them tha ,,-hat 
Lad been done did not meet hi
 approval and coulJ 
Dot, for while ".hat wa;-; d0ne wa
 technicall,- ri_ht in 
substance, it was palpably wrong in manner 
ndLform; 
and ",-bile \ve must abide by it. it \vas one of the fL'
 
prominent thing
 in the 
hole COUT::,e of our labor:-. 
that cau
ed him deep regrt:'t. "
hile 
e could not ap- 
pro\e ,,-e had to abide by "hat "\)a
 done." 
Indeed, taking it all in aU. it was of very li
tle con- 
5
quence how the judge ",-as discharged. SecrE.-tly 
and by night w-a.s the quickeöt quiete;:,t way. openly 
and by day Vt-ouJd 11a,-e displa,-ed the discipline ()f t
e 
troops at the best advanhlJe provided their obedience 
pro\-ed equal to the emergency. The yerdict t!le 
discharge, the assertion and ackno'\\ledgment that 
though guilt,- of sericus charaès the Commit ec could 

 
 
 ð 
not punish hiIll after all their profession5 of f..lirnes, 
and of po\ver ,vere cert3.inly nothing to be proud ùf 
nor tù luake special parade about. 

\.('tuated by the highest moti,-es thaT restrain and 
go,-ern society the èxecutive committee \yere to bè 
s\vayed by no lllortal man by no mortal pa..;;:
ion. b,- 
no journalistic enforcement. Thoma
 I
ing. of the 
Bulletin, as is frequently the t?ase \yith journalist
 
T-ho beartil,- es p ouse a 
ause and ar\.yue for da ,s and 
v a 
months on ont"' 8ide of a suhject "a
 very bitt

l" 
,. The first false step," hü "rite
 over his èditorial cf 
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August 7th. "It is \vith feelings of Iningled indig- 
nation and regret that \ve are con1pelled to announce 
to our readers that the executive cOInnlittee of vigil- 
ance have seen fit to let loose upon our C01111llunity the 
ro\vdy Judge D. S. Terry in the farce of trying \yhOln 
this body has been for S0111e time engaged. \Ve are 
in possession of none of the reasons \vhich in1pelled 
these individuals to this course of conduct, except 
such as ll1ay be gained from general rUIn or. The ex- 
ecuti ve cOlnmittee have taken action \v hich \ve cannot 
speak of as other than criminal and weak. They 
have failed in their pledges to the people to act \vith- 
out fear or favor. They have checked the refornl 
movement, perhaps killed it. They lU1ve infused ne\v 
spirit into the ro\vdies and personal responsibility 111Cn, 
against 'VhOlTI they have seemed hitherto to be in op- 
position. They have set at naught the general conl- 
ll1itteo and the people. They have acted not only 
,vithout the consent of those fronl \v110111 they derive 
all the po\ver they possess, but in direct opposition to 
their ascertained ,viII. They no longer represent the 
feeling of our cOlnmunity. Let then1 not cOlnplain if 
in any danger \vhich Dlay hereafter threaten then1, 
that support \vhich has hitherto been so cheerfully 
a\varded, shall be found \vanting." 
And so this journalist goes on for a coluinn or so, 
and the next day as n1uch n10re and the day after, 
heaping up the n10st scurrilous abuse upon the n1cn 
,vho but yesterday ,vere gods. To say the least it 
,vas in very bad taste. As long as the executive C0111- 
n1ittee fed ,veIl the fire of 1\11' King's passions, or 
as long as hanging and ba.nishing were Ii vel y, all 
their actions were highly praised. Here these 111cn 
for the past six weeks had been sitting as judgp.s, had 
been ,engaged in the \veightiest matters incidcnt to 
tribunals of justice, had been listening to argul:lCnts 
and weighing evidence, endeavoring to lay aside all 
passion, and judge as becallle mcn tilled with a sense- 
of their a,vful responsibility. And no\v the tenlpo- 
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rary editor of the paper sets up his individual opinion 
or passion, ,vhichever it may have been, against the 
nlature judgment of the entire executive cornll1ittec. 
N O\V he not only threatens to drive them froln po,vcr, 
hut to ,vithdra,v from theln the protection of the 
general COll1111ittee, and leave them to the Inercy of 
their enemies. But such a threat had little influence 
,vith such n1en. 


Practically the case of Terry came up before the 
Cornmittee in this ,vay: First, should the saIne qual- 
ity and degree of punishment be dealt this Iuan, in so 
far as he should be found guilty, as to an ordinary 
offcnder, and without fear of the consequences? Es- 
sentially
 yes. Yet the popular element in the Conl- 
n1Ïttee \"ould have banished hiln. Many wanted bin1 
hanged. But the matter n1ust be regarded caln1ly and 
frol11 all sides. By its own code the verdict of tbe 
tribunal did not justify extreme measures. The only 
penalty then ren1aining ,vhich the Conlluittee \vere 
accustolned to inflict ,vas that of banishment. '\Vithout 
doubt his position was the chief obstacle to this sen- 
tence. Had he been a poor and ignorant nlan, a less 
exalted personage, friendless, or ,vhose friends ,vere 
Inen of 110 influence, the judge would unquestionably 
have Leen unceremoniously sent abroad. It ,vould 
seenl that the fiat justitia r
tat cælum of their seal had 
becorne a mockery. 
The ,vhole attitude of affairs, however, must be 
taken into account. The San Francisco executive 
c0l11111ittee of vigilance ,vas not a mob, acting through 
irnpulse alone; other\vise the honorable justice .,vould 
have' been more harshly dealt ,vith, for the n1asses 
,,,ere against him. They were a body of intelligent 
and responsible men, who, though acting in secret, 
\vere known to many. Though superior to la,v, they 
haclnot la \v on their side. Instead of being aided Ly 
the la\v ill' performance of their praise\vorthy duties, 
they ,vere hampered by men who in the nalne of la\v 
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threw every possible obstacle in their path. N O\V 
,vithout subjecting themselves to a just charge of fear 
or favor, one may easily perceive ho\v certain acts 
could bo perforlned by the Committee with C0111para- 
tive safety, \vhile certain other acts, \vhich ought like- 
,vise, if possible, to be perforlned, might be attended 
"\vith too great danger to the cOlnmonwealth. They 
would exercise a ,vise discretion. With unbounded 
po\ver execution \vas easy. l\foderation, restriction, 
self-control, these alone \vere difficult. 
. That the Comlnittee \vere afraid of Terry or of his 
friends so far as retaliation \vas concerned, I do not 
for a nloment believe. Po\ver was on their side; and 
had they been governed by passion alone, the very 
fact of his being a judge of the supreme court \vould 
llave only intensifieJ their desire to punish hÏ1n. But 
Inight not the banishment of Terry Inake it appear, 
1110re particularly in the eyes of the authorities at 
Washington, that t
1e protestations of the Comn1ittee 
against any thought of usurping political authority\vere 
SOllle\vhat unsubstantial1 The governlnent ll1ight 
\vink at the hanging of a Sing Sing convict, \vhen the 
banishment of a state judge \vould bring about its ears 
such a din as ,votlld give it rest never lllore. l\fore- 
over, to banish Terry \vould be an expensive luxury. 
To send hitu to Honolulu or Panan1á \vould be idle, for 
he ,vas a deterlnined character, \vith a large po1itical 
party behind hiln, and he would iInlnediately be back 
again and in the hands of his friends. To make his 
banishment effectual it \vould be necessary to place 
hÏ1n on some island unkno\vn to his friends, and frolTI 
,vhich he could not escape. I do not see ho\v the COJn- 
n1ittee could have adopted any other course \vithout 
subjecting themselves to the charge of foolhardiness 
and lack of judgment. 
Let the attitude assumed by these men be here 
noted. Like the action taken by Lincoln and Se\vard 
in the J\Iason and Slidell affair, it \vas for the moment 
unpopular, bringing upon the devoted heads of the 
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COlnnlittee :lnathenla
, the curses of friends anel the 
jubilant sneers of enen1Ïes. Yet to-day, \vho shall 
a

 
they \vcre not right? \Vho shall refuse their nat11eS a 
place :unong the greatest HaInes of thi
 great nation 
 
-l.\Iark the connection. These gentlenlcn of the exec- 
utive con1n1ittee, these green-grocers, stale flour sellers, 

alt pork and codfish dealers I,vore charged by their 
opponents as arrogating unla\vful authority. The 
\vork they \vere doing, everybody admitted ,vas a 
good one, but, said the la\v and order men, look out 
for the reaction, be\vare of 1110bocracy, of drunkenne
s . 
in the exercise of po\ver. 
In due tiule all of the public journals \vhich had 
hitherto be on upon the side of vigilance canle to 
acku()\vlcdgc tho \visdom and justice of the tribunal. 
The Bulletin, al,vays the forenlost in the cause, \\
a8 
the last to give in. Indeed, it seelned as if, in menl- 
ory of the offence, ever since the slaying of his brother. 
Thomas King's heart had grown more and 1110re Litter, 
until the most extrelne nleasures in every instance 
alone \vollld satisfy him. In the affairs of the tribu- 
nal, and presentlya/ in local governnlent and rl1uniciprrl 
affairs, he assuIned too nearly the tone of a dictator, 
as though his n1Ïsfortunes gave hinl superior right
, 
and that the people should hear hit11 for his \vrongs, 
if for no other cause. But the wrongs of Thotnas 
King ,vere no greater than those that befell lllany a 
better man who nlade less noise about thenl. Janl('S 
I(ing was fortunate enough to have a real grievance. 
fIe ,vas a good Ulan, and in the main was on the side 
of truth and honesty. He had been badly treated, 
and he sa \V that the comnlunity ""ere being ba(I1.\
 
treated by bad men. He seized the opportunity to 
(:hastise \vith one blo\v his o\vn eneluies and the en('- 
Inies of the comu10nwealth. He did \vell; laid dO\\Tll 
his life in the cause; and the people praised hinl. 
Thomas King was not a great nIall, nor a particularl!
 
goo(l one. He was endured for some time on Ius 
Lrother's account, but after a \vhile the people got 
Pop, TRIB" VOL. II. 31 
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tired of his continued and bitter abuse: and the Bulle- 
tin fell into better hands. It has always renlained on 
the side of the people and the people's party, \vhat- 
ever those terms might chance to signify. The Bulle- 
tin has an origin and history of which it n1ay wen be 
proud. 
It ""as not long after the discharge of Judge Terry 
that a journalist of pronounced vigilance proclivities 
,vrites: "The first dissatisfaction has caltned do\vn, 
and now all seem content to bear the executive con1- 
Inittee out to the end. The first dissensionists are 
prepared to give up their personal opinions for the 
COlllmon good." No higher proof of the \visdoln of 
the executive COffilnittee could be given than this 
adrni3sion on the p:1rt of one who \yitbin a fortlligbt 
had been unable to find in the voca bulnry of his in vec- 
tive words of condemnation sufficiently strong for the 
betrayers of public trust ,vho had liberated Terry. 
The prompt punishnlent of those who pervert the 
la,v is what law should do, but what it never has 
done in this country. Of all others, la,vyers and 
judges have trampled upon la\\'" ,vith the greatest iln- 
punity. N ext to the hungry, the ignorant, the openly 
or professionally vile, politicians are the greatest curf-;O 
to a cOillInunity, and our politics and government are 
llluch too closely allied. 
Had the C0111n1Îttee purposed political advantage 
to thclllselves, had they been prepared to overthroyv 
the government, had they meant revolution, their 
case would have been plain. But as it ,vas, this de- 
tern1Ïned judge ,vas too large game for the calibre of 
iheir intentions. They adn1itted it. They could not 
pas8 the assault unnoticed; the populace ,,,"ould haye 
laid violent hands on hiln else. Had Hopkins died, 
hanging \vould have been easy. As it ,yas, Terry had 
dono nothing \vhich by their O\Vl1 ht\v warranted the 
C01l1nlittee in taking hife, life. It \VQS a standing rule 
\vith thelll to punish capitaHy only for 111urdcr,. to 
punish no Inore sc\reroly than the la,y \vould pU111::;h 
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if properly administered. If the tribur.al erred, it 
\vas al\vays on the side of leniency, in this matter 
following the example of the law, as may ,veIl be 
imagined, ,,"ith a thousand unpunished 111urderers in 
the country. Had they hanged aU \"ho really de- 
served it, their hands \vould indeed have been full. 
The only other method of punishment open to them 
was exile, which in this case ,vas shnply impracticabJe. 
At best banishment, as practised by them, was very 
much of a farce. A penniless vagabond they could 
ship hence, and so get riel of hinl. But this ,vas a far 
different case. Terry n1ight have been sent a\vay, but 
he ,vould have returned. Put hÏ1n on a lone island 
and place a guard over him, his friends ,vould have 
scoured the remotest corner of the Pacific to find hinl, 
and then would have hounded the governlnent until 
he had been liberated. Banishnlent in this caso ,vas 
in1practicable, impossible. There \yas then but one 
thing left for the C0111mittee to do; in that straight- 
for\vard, honest, manly \vay ,vhich characterized all 
their \vords and acts they said: "vVe have tried this 
Inan. lIe is guilty. He deserves punishment, but 
've are not the proper po\ver to inflict it. He should 
resign his position. Our duty dra,vs us no further 
in this direction; greatly against our sense of justice, 
but forced by necessity, ,ve discharge him." 
As the river steamer ,vhich bore him hence passed 
the Ada11
8 a salute ,vas fired by Captain Bout\vell, an 
act \vhich brought upon his head the curses of the 
vigilants and the sll1iling approLation of their oppo- 
nents. In11nediately after his discharge Terry took 
his seat on the supren1e bench beside his old colleague, 
no,v also returned to his neglected duties, and de- 
cisions \vere soon rolling out of tho n1Ïll as lively and 
of as fine a quality as ever over tho signatures of that 
famous pair: 

IURRAY, C. J. 
TERRY, J. 


Nothing could prove more conclusively the str
n
. 
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of the organization than the agitation of a question 
abounding in such manifold fierce antagonisllls. I t is 
the constant strain that breaks the strong lnan's 
strength more surely than the heavy blow. So subtile 
had been the spells cast by the charmers that many 
of the COIDruittee \vere tainted; Inany openly avo\ved 
the opinion that Terry did right in striking Hopkins, 
and that he did not deserve punishment. There is 
son1ething extre111ely fascinating in the chivalrous 
courtesy of the southerner; sonlething extren1ely 
winning in his soft, plausible speech, more particularly 
when placed beside the coarser honesty of the N e\v 
Englander, and this influence began to perlneate the 
body of reformers like a poison. There was no greater 
trial in the whole can1paign than holding steadily to 
their \vork under such CirCUlTIstances, \v hile battling at 
every step these cOl1nteracting influences. The fibre 
and tenacity of the association \vere nowhere so 
Iuanifest as throughout the Terry trial. 


" Public sentiment had applauded the acts of the Vigilance Committee up 
to the time of Terry's liberation," says the Nevada Jou'i'nal of the 15th of 
August, 1856, "and with the exception of a wild and bloorl-thirsty few who 
had set their hearts on the execution of Terry, and steeled them against the 
pa
liating circumstances of his case, there is a general feeling of acquiescence 
in the magnanimous disposition of the distinguished prisoner by the Com- 
mittee. The general features of the evidence against Terry were published 
10llg ago, and we carly took the ground that if such ,vas all and the only e\'Ï- 
<lcnce against him he ,vas not worthy the doom an excited populace had de- 
signed for him, And before we gave a blind sanction to all the acts of the 
Vigilance Committee, or gave them a carte blltnche for ourselves, we desired 
to be fully satisfied that the members of the Committee were men of iron 
nerve, and able to withstand the heavy outside pressure at the expense of 
justice. The people have already pronounced their approbation of the pre- 
vious acts of the Vigilance Committee, and hereafter, if not wholly now, will 
they admire and appreciate the justice and moderation whieh set Terry at lib- 
erty, The executive committee have displayed more moral heroism in this 
last act in braving the will of thousands of their friends, than by the perform- 
ance of any previous deeds, however responsible, or good and bencficial to 
society they might be, It could be desired that the friends of Terry were 
hles
ed with a modicum of that magnanimity and moderation which has so 
Bignally characterized the Vigilance Committee in restoring to freedom the 
tlistinguished prisoner of the latter and the valued associate of the former. 
It is in exceeding bad taste to get up a triu
phal procession like the one 
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at Sacramento, make speeches, and glorify the triumph of law and order. 
Had the friends of Judge Terry been sufficiently numerous, or gifted with 
oratory sufficient to revolutionize public opinion, or had they the courage to 
take Fort Vigilance by storm and set their friends at liberty, it might be ap- 
propriate to celebrate their victory with an ovation, But when they owe the 
liberation of a friend to the justice, moderation, and magnanimity of a foe, it 
is well to rejoice for the good fortune of the friend, not to exult over it as a 
triumph over enemies. J uùge Terry was paraded through the streets of Sac- 
ramento to the tunes of 'Hail to the Chief,' and 'See the Conquering Hero 
C.:>mes!' Such an exhibition is trifling, puerile, contemptible. But Terry's 
frienùs have never displayed, during the whole time of his confinement, the 
smallest appreciable quantity of good sense, and it could hardly be expected on 
this occasion." 


A pamphlet of seventy-five pages containing the trial 
of D. S. Terry before the Comn1ittee of Vigilance on 
seven distinct charges ,vas issued from the press the 
2d of Septen1ber. It was copyrighted by Charles L. 
Case, a member of the executive conln1ittee. 
It may ,veIl be imagined that there ,vas great re- 
joicing over the discharge of Terry, and many \vere 
the base motives attributed to the executive c0111mittee 
by both friend::; and enemies. Hear the IIerald: "He 
,vas so just a lnan that even they, all cankered ,vith 
revengeful prejudice as ,vere their minds, could find 
no offence in hÏ1n, and so discharged hin1. The IllOSt 
vindictive and purblind bigotry, perjury the n10st un- 
blushing, slander the lnost venomous, every dirty arti- 
fice that grovelling meanness could invent to his 
prejudice, espionage the 1l10St villainous and contell1pt- 
ible, and all the varied means and appliances of a 
1110St extensive and unscrupulous po\ver ,vere eln- 
ployed to crush him. The release of Judge Terry i
 
properly regarded as a great triulnph over mob-Ia\v. 
The act performed by the Vigilance Con1nlÌttee yester- 
day lnorning is the virtual signature of their death- 
,varrant." How beautiful, and, above all, ho,v true! 
SOlne are indeed hard to please. If 1\11" Nugent spends 
so n1uch of the vituperative part of his dictionary in 
cursing the Con1n1ittee for releasing Terry, ,yhat 
,vould he have done for ,vords had they hanged hin1? 
1\Ir Nugent ,vas hardly 
ati
fied. He ,vould have 
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been better pleased to have seen the Con1mittee en- 
tangle themselves to their destruction. 


The lady frienòs of la\v and order presented the 
bloodY-lninded suprerne justice a silver pitcher ,vith 
the following inscription: "lIon. D. S. Terry, frorn 
the ladies of San Francisco, \vho adlnire his courage, 
honor his patriotisln, and take the highest pride in 
hiB heroic resistance to tyranny. August 26, 1856." 
"\Vhat ,voult! the world be if our ,vives and sisters 
and daughters did not think as \ve thought, did not 
believe in us, did not regard even our dastardly deeds 
as heroic actions? God bless their warm hearts and 
credulous heads; ,vho ,vould have them otber\visel 
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Bestemmiayano Iddio, e i lor parenti, 
L'umana spezie, il luogo, il tempo, e' il seme 
Di lor semenza, e di lor nascimen tie 
Dell Inferno. 
So absorbed, during the n10nth of July, ,vas the 
puLlic mind in the momentous affairs of l\.fr J us- 
tice 1'erry, that the arrest, trial, and execution of 
t\VO little lllurderers passed comparatively unnoticed. 
It \vas after Terry's trial and before his discharge, 
Ylhile the difficulties of agreeing upon a verdict \vere 
pending bet\veen the Executive and the delegates, 
that this tragedy was performed. It ,vas done in close 
l)roximity to the ears and eyes of the Texan judge, 

) nd as his o\vn fate then lay in restless uncertainty in 
the sanle hands, the play ,vas not a particularly 
l,leasing one to hilll. 
And no\v that the writer of this history has placed 
the great prime-minister of disorde!'ly law back upon 
his bench, there once In ore to deal high and holy jus- 
tice, as in days past, let the n1Ïnd of the reader, in 
con1n1on with the excited thoughts of the populace 
Dud the strained nerves of the Executive, descend to 
the narration of the more plain and Aasy cases of COIU- 
Ulon strano-ulation. 'V ork must n...)t accumulate at 
o 
Executive head-quarters, though presidents fro,vn, 
governors swear, and judges interfere. 

fr Philander Brace was sitting in Barry and Pat 
ten's saloon, on 
Iontgomery street, on a Thursday 
afternoon in June. A newspaper was in his han..-J 
and a back window near; alterDrtte glances were cast 
(487) 
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at one and the other. E\Tidcntly Philander's Inedita- 
tions \vere of a lnixed quality; his vi::;iolls partook of 
the character both of a 
Iilton and a Dante. Hi
 
heaven \vas the polls, the supervisor's precincts, and 
la"T courts, intern1Ïngled \vith a little crib-cracking, 
drinking and gambling cOlnforts, anlI no,v and then a 
play in ,vhich he took the part of chief tragedian. IIis 
hell ,vas Fort Vigilance on Sacralnento street. Deep 
in his abstractions at t,venty n1inutcs before three, he 
felt his arlns lifted and gently locked each in another 
arm. Turning his eyes first to one side antI then to 
the other, gradually a realization of his position da\vned 
upon hin1. "Behold the en1issaries of Satan!" he 
thought. "Hell is here; n1yself an1 hell I" Quietly 
he arose and \valked a\vay, like l\Iary's lan1b bet\veen 
t\yO butchers, and soon \vas assigned a room in the 
\Tigilance Con11nittee building. 

rhe Connnittee ,vere preparing for the trial of 
Brace \vhen Terry precipitated his lUl\velcon1e presence 
upon theln. .At their n1eeting of the 21st of June 
it ,vas resolved that 'v hen he ,vas tried it should be 
for the crilne of n1urder, and that the san1e rules of 
trial should be observed in the case of the People 1'crsus 
Brace, as governed in the trials of Cora and Casey. 
At the Executive Ineeting of Tuesday evening, the 
:!4th of June, T. Thonlpson ,vas appointed pro8ecuting 
attorney in" the case of the People 'versus Brace, charged 
y,rith Inurder, and H. 1\1. I-Ialc attorney for the defence. 
I t ,vas ordered that the trial of Brace 
hould be taken 
up in1lnediately after the trial of Terry, and that 
luean,yhile all the necessary preparations should be 
Inade for the said trial. 
As soon as it becalne apparent that the trial of 
Terry ,vas destined to lJe prolonged, the C0111111ittee 
deternlined to dispose of Drace iUll11ediately. IIis 
trial \vas therefore lnade the special order for '\Ved,. 
llesda y eveniuO' the 25th of June at ciO'ht o'clock. 

 0 
.L \gain the trial \vas dclayeJ, and resunled the 16th of 
July, at "\vhich tillle the follo\villg charges ,yere prc- 
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ferred: first, robbery of one 'Villet South,vick the 
year previous; secondly, shooting and robbing of a 
l\Ir Scharff; thirdly, rnurder of Joseph B. 'Vest in 
June, 1855. To all these charges 1\11' Brace pleaded 
not guilty. 


The certainty of punishlnent, I have said, rather 
than its quality is the fear of felons. One ,voldd think 
that in San Francisco on the 24th of July, 1856, this 
Inaxin1 \yould hold good if ever. \Vith eight thou- 
sand armed citizens standing ready for the arrest, \vith 
the fate of Casey and Cora so fresh in the n1inds of 
evil-doers, ,vith a judge of the supreme court of the 
state at that nlO1l1cnt in the hands of the Vigilance 
CorIlmittee undergoing trial for his life, it ,,,"ould seern 
that he 111ust, indeed, be a bold villain to atteulpt 
murder with such surroundings. Yet such a villain 
there ,vas. And the C0111n1ittee of Vigilance should 
surely require no further apology for its existence; a 
disinterested n1aD would certainly desire no n10re con- 
clusive eviùence of its absolute necessity to the life 
and \yolfare of society than that nlen so hardened in 
critninality yet roanled at large; that human hyenas 
of so reckless and blood - thirsty character still stood 
about the streets unchained. 
Andre\v Randall, physician, residing in J\farin county, 
a native of Ohio, a lnan respected, beloved, and having 
a family dependent upon him for support, o,ved cer- 
tain nloney to Joseph Hetherington, an Englishnlan 
froln Carlisle, an infamous character who had COID- 
Initted n1any crimes, anlong others that of the Dlurder 
of Dr Baldwin in 1853. The first year after his 
arrival in California in 1849, Hetherington drove a 
cart, but this was too honest and taIlle an occupation. 
lie liked three-card monte better, and by this gan1c 
,von large SU111S of ll10ney during the years 1850 antl 
] 851. lIe ,vas the associate of 'Vhittakcr and l\lc- 
Kenzie of '51 vigilance notoriety, and in their COlll- 
pany COl111uitted nlany crilllcs; but being a slippery 
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scoundrel, to "Tho In, in C01111I10n ,vith all such, the la\v 
,vas exceedingly kind, he escaped unpunished. 
Randall's property was in real estate, anJ he could 
not pay his creditor. Hetherington insulted hinl on 
every occasion, and s,vore he "\vould have the n1011ey 
or his life. Randall arnled hinlself and "Tcnt about 
his business. On the day before mentioned, the 24th 
of July, Randall entered the St Nicholas Hotel and 
stepped up to the office and registered his nanle. The 
clerk then handed him some letters, ,,,hile reading 
\v hich, I-Ietherington unobserved can1e in and stepping 
up to Randall seized him by his long flo\ving beard, 
jerking hinl S0111e fiye feet frolll his position, and ex- 
clailned \vith a horrible oath, "I've got you no\v I" 
Randall atten1pted to dra,v his \veapon, but Heth. 
erington ,vas too quick for him. Hetherington's first 
fire, ho,vever, did not bring Randall do\vn, and the 
latter by this tilne lnanaged to get out his pistol and 
return I-Ietherington's shot. 'Thcn they both fired 
again, ahnost silnultaneously; after \vhich Randall ran 
lound into the office and endeavored to shield himself 
behind the counter. Hetherington then approached 
hiln, reached over the counter, and deliberately dis- 
charged a ball into his head, inflicting a \vound \vhich 
,vas at once pronounccd fatal. This ,vas about half- 
past three o'clock on Thursday. Saturda.y l11.orning at 
nine 0' clòck Ranùall died. 
Soon after the fatal shot ,vas fired IIetherington 
,vas arrested by a policernan, 'v ho started ,vith hinl for 
the station-house. 
" Not so, 1\11' Officer," murmured the cro,vd; "that 
sort of thing is stale in San Francisco." 
Scarcely had the policenlan stepped into the street 
from the door of the hotel 'v hen a detaclu11ent of 
vigilants came up. 
"Allo,v mc to relieve you," said the officer in com.. 
mand to the policclnan, taking Hetheriugton by the 
arm. 
\Vithout a ,vord the policeman gave up his prisoner 



TIIT:lfl TRL\LS. 


491 


an(llnelted into the l'l'O'Vtl. Indeed the la,v, ,vith all 
it::, lil11b:s and Ll'anche
, Y.TèlS becolning Inalluerly. It 
,vas olll Y Ruch as the ilnbeeile governor, 1 he LOllluastic 
gencral, and the Lloody justice of the 
up]'e1l1e ('ourt 
that ,,,ere yet refractory. 
I-Ietherillgton ,vas taken to vigilance head-quarters 
and thl'UBt into a cell, heavily ironed. .1\11 C}C8 ,,?ere 
no,y turned to the executive committee. l\Tith one 
accord the people de1l1auùed iUl111ediatc action. "lIang 
hill) I" ,vas the deeply Illuttered verdict, "and no,\'". 

rhere is no question as to his guilt. Let hinl prolnptly 
pay the penalty of this 1l10st brutal act." Likc,vise 
they questioned earnestly, \Vhat ,vould be done w'Ïth 

rerry? "If the Vigilance ComnlÎttee once set rrerry 
at liberty," cries one, "and he takes his seat with the 
illjln
1culate Judge 
furray on the supreme bench; 
an 
 if Johnson, the ,veak and inlbecile governor, 
rC

}=-11n in the cl'air of state, with the chiva
rous 
I-Io\v,trd, chief IniJitary cOlll111ander, whose ,viII the 
CO!lllllittce be, anù 'v here will the citizens find t 

eln- 
f
el ,rcs t,vel ve 1110nths fro 111 , now ? It is folly to talk. 
1
he Corn ll1Ïttee have only one of two courses to pur- 
sue, nalnely, to Inake Terry resign and leave the state, 
or to haug hin} forth\vith. The people arc not going 
tü be longer ruled by that quality of don1Înation 
hitherto administered by certain state and county 
otlicials. " 
But the executive COIDlnittee were not to be has- 
tened, or s\verved from ,vhat they deemed a dignified 
and deliberate course, any more by the zeal of their 
friends, than they ,vere to be deterred from executing 
,vhat they conceived to be their duty by their cne- 
Inies. Hetherington should not be hastened angrily 
into eternity. Terry, supreme judge though he was, 
should have as fa
r a trial as the court
 coulJ give 
him, ay, infinitely fairer. 
Hetherington \vas brought b
fore the Comnlittee 
for trial at ten minutes to nine on the morning of 
Saturday, the 26th of July, the second day after the 
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murder. To the charge, read to him by Jules David, 
11e pleaded not guilty, saying that he killed Randall, 
but that it ,vas done to save his o,vn life. N early the 
entire day ,vas occupied in the examination of wit- 
nesses, and the trial ,vas continued the next day. 
Smiley was attorney for the defence, and to this day 
SnJiley believes in Hetherington's innocence. There 
,vere honesty and sincerity for you, certainly, ,vhen a 
crin1Înal of the deepest dye so ,vorked upon the COffi- 
lilon-sense a.ndjudgInent of these hard-headed tribunal 
lllen as invariably to lllake ,vhosoever advocated their 
cause believe in their innocence, or at least believe 
that they ,vere justified in conlmitting the crime 
charged upon them. 
At three o'clock of the same day, Sunday, the 27th, 
Brace ,vas brought in for trial and the indictment 
read by J\fr David. The prisoner at first pleaded 
guilty, but after\vards changed his plea, saying he ,vas 
present at the tinle of the killing of \Vest, but did no 
shooting. 
At half-past five the S
llne afternoon, Hetherington's 
case ,vas resullled. The testilllony finished, a state- 
nlcnt Inade by the prisoner ,vas read by l\fr Sllliley, 
,vho opened for the plaintiff, after \vhich l\Ir David 
closeJ the case for the prosecution. The prisoner ,vas 
found guilty and sentenced to be hanged. Next day, 

Ionùay, the trial of Brace. ,vas concluded and a 
verdict of guilty rendered. On the sarne evening 
the delegates lllet and concurred in the action of 
the Executive in both cases. The delegates reC0111- 
lllenJed that the prisoners, Hetherington and Brace, 
shoulJ be executed the follo,ving day, Tuesday, the 
29th, between the hours of three and six o'clock in the 
afternoon. 
It ,vas past nlidnight before the testinlony on bot.h 
sides had been read before the delegates and theIr 
concurrence expressed. Tho prisoner, Bracú, \va
 
O\V 
brought bcfore the delegates, l\lr Colenlan presIdIng.. 
" Philander Brace, stand up. I-Iave you aught to 
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say ,yhy sentence ùf death should not be pronounced 
against you 1" asked the president. 
" No," said Brace, "except that I alU innocent." 
" You have been found guilty by the COIlllnittce 
of Vigilance of the crin1e of aiding and abetting in the 
Illurder of J. B. West on Sunday, June 3, 1855, and 
you are no,v sentenced by the Conlmittee of Vigilance 
to be hanged by the neck until you are dead, and thi:3 
sentence \vill be carried into effect at or about four 
o'clock P. M. of this day, Tuesday. And may the Lord 
have n1ercy on your soul." 
" Is that all, 1" asked Brace sneeringly. 
"That is all," replied the president. 
"Then I am read:r," said Brace. 
Joseph IIetherington was then sent for and brought 
before the delegates by the director of police. 
"Have you anything to say ,vhy sentence of death 
should nut be passed upon you for the lnurder of Dr 
I
anclall ?" asked the president. 
"I don't kno,\'" that I have at present," Hethering- 
tan replied. He then asked, "Shall I have the pri vi- 
lege of seeing 111Y attorney 1" 
"Yes," replied the president, ,vho also asked hiIn, 
"Do you ,vish to see a 111inister 1" 
"I ,vish to see a n1Ïnister," said Hetherington, "but 
I ,vould rather see If. II. Haight first." 
The poor fello,v \vas then sentenced, and remanded 
to his cell. 


Mr Truett's la\v and order brother objected to 
further strangulat.ions on his premises, although he 
by no Ineans objected to the revenue derived fron1 
their use for vigilant or any other purposes. Dayis 
street, bet\veen COlnmercial and Sacralnento streets, 
,vas selected as a site for the execution. 
By noon on the 29th of July, it was generally 
kno\vn about to,vn that t,vo Inen at least \vere to be 
executed by the Vigilance COlnmittee that day. A 
scaffold ,vas erected on Davis street, bet,veen Sacra- 
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11lento and Commercial, and the entire vigilance force 
,vas uuder arms. Impelled by a morbid love of the 
horrible, by three o'clock an immense concourse had 
assembled, filling the streets, balconies, windo\vs, and 
roofs for four or five squares round. Infantry com... 
panies 'vere marched out and posted at various points 
cOlnmanding every avenue of approach to the Conl- 
n1Íttee building. Beyond these the cavalry ,vere 
stationed. Loaded brass cannon ,vere placed at every 
corner of the square, and the gunners stood Ly ,vith 
torches ready lighted. Thus the military surrounded 
the entire block ,vi thin \v hich ,vas situated the Vigil- 
ance Comlnittee building. The scaffold rose in a 
dense square of soldiers four or five deep. It con- 
sisted of a platform eight feet square, elevated ten 
feet above the street on four heavy posts, and reached 
by steps on the east side. Heavy upright posts on 
the north and south sides of the platform supported a 
cross-tie seven and a half feet above the platfornl. 
Fastened to the cross-tie were two noosed ropes. 
Nearly all the platforrl1 ,vas a trap, fastened in po- 
sition by a rope, ,vhich on being cut let fall the trap. 
All the ,vhile this engine ,vas building, the vigilant 
forces 'v ere manæuvring about the vicinity, marching 
and counterlnarching, all under l\farshal Doane, ,vith 
aids-de-camp riding hither and thither. 
About half-past five, everything being in readiness, 
the prisoners ,vere brought out and placed each in a 
separate closed carriage, although they had to be 
taken only round the corner. A procession ,vas then 
formed in front of the COllllllittee rOOIns, consisting 
of the executive committee, a company of pistoln1en 
formed by delegates fi'om each company of the gen- 
eral comrnittee, and the prisoners, ,yith their guardR, 
in carriages. The executive committee took their 
position to the north of the scaffold, and the pistol- 
n1cn surrounded it. 
Onc of the carriagcs then drove up to the scaffold 
stairs, and out of it stepped an intelligent, fine- 
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looking man about t,venty-one years of age, dressed 
in black coat, dark vest, checked cassilllcre pants, and 
Panalllá hat. That ,vas Brace. He ,vas a man of 
talent and education. His arllJS ,vere tied behind at 
the elbo\vs; his hands ,vere in his pantaloons-pockets; 
his eyes were nearly closed; and every llluscle of his 
pale excited face seenled stretched to its utmost ten- 
sion in the desperate effort of the young nlan to 
nerve himself up for a death of bravado. He ,vas 
led up the steps by the guard and placed on the south 
side of the scaffold. From the other carriage IIeth- 
erington was taken and placed beside hilll, both facing 
the \vest. Hetherington ,vas a tall lnan, dressed 
in black, ,vith a sunburned, full-whiskered face, 
earnest and serious. I-lis head ,yas covered with a 
stra\v hat, and his arms were bound like those of the 
other. There were on the platform the executioner, 
in black muslin robe and cap, and several other per- 
sons. The culprits' legs \vore bound, their collars 
removed, and the noose put round their necks. I-Ieth- 
erington \vas docile and respectful; Brace t\visted his 
nlouth as the executioner put the rope round his 
neck, and threw into his face a soul-full of scornful 
hate. The t\VO criminals then shook hands with each 
other and ,vith several standing near them. 
The executioner then stepped back, holding ready 
in his hand the 'v hite caps \v hich should shut this 
,vorld forever from their vision. Now, 0 unfortu- 
nates! behold for the last time earth with its sea of 
upturned faces, and sky ,vith its silver-lined cloud,:; 
roIling in iIlilllitable blue; drink in the last draught 
of life-giving air, for soon that rope ,vill close all 
avenues of breath; let lips and tongues no,v speak, 
for a fe\v moments hence they 'v ill be stiff and black. 
Ah, thou ugly lllonster, death, ,vhat a nlystcrious 
thing thou art! Everyone of that gaping 111ultitude 
has soon to die, the best and the \vorst, and they all 
,,'ell kn()\v it, and yet because these righteous lnan- 
killers-al ,,-ays loighteous, al\yays sure of hcavcll, for 
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so their Rpil'itual physicians tell then1 provided they 
can adapt their tongue to certain 111UIUI1Jery-Lecause 
they have to die a fe\v days sooner than those before 
theln they thiuk it hard, very hard. 'Vhy, lllost of 
the fifteen thousand gathered there are at this 'writing 
dead, and yet ho\v n1any of their n:l111es, by reason of 
their good or evil deeds, are enrolled in the ilnnJ ortal 
pages of history I Ho\v many of them have ha.d their 
last acts noted, their last \vords recorded, and handed 
do\vn to remotest generations I 
But let us hear \v hat they have to say \vhile they can 
speak. And first the ne\v-born angel Hetherington. 
"Gentlemen, you D1ay think I an1 a hardened sin- 
ner," said he, "but I appear before you n1ikl, uncon- 
cerned, and pleased. I kno\v that in a fe\v minutes I 
111Ust meet my maker. To the best of my kno\vIedge 
I have not lived one day that I \yas not ready to Inoot 
IllY maker that night. Do not think I aIll boasting. 
Such is not 1HY case. The reverend Bishop ICip has 
been \vith me all day, or nearly an day. Have you 
that all down 1" he no\v asked of the reporters. 
" Oh, go on I go on I" here broke in the other crill1Ï- 
11a1, evidently thro\ving his \"hole vitality into his 
nerves that they might not fail hin1 no\v. "Say ,vhat 
you have to say I Here aIll I, Brace, nlurdered by 
the V
igilance Comn1ittee, so and so, like a-" 
"I am not more penitent to-day," continued the 
heavenly n1inded Hetherington, "than I have ever 
b " 
een. 
" Go on, old fello\v, go on I" here chimed in Brace. 
" Hetherington, in less than an hour you and I \"in 
be in hell, and the boys \vill be singing out in the 
streets, 'Brace and Hetherington's dying speech,' and 
,ve shall be roasting in hell IlIa, ha I" 
"Our conversation turned upon religion," continued 
Hetherington, somewhat confused, but evidently re- 
ferring to his conference with Bishop I{ip. 
" DaIlln you, go on I" cried Brace, half crazed. "If- 
I could I \vould kick you off frolll there. Go on I 
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Don't palaver! I don't \vant to be here to be stared 
at." His \vords \vere mingled \vith oaths too horrible 
to repeat. 
" If the gentlemen in \v hose hands I alll \vish it," 
nleekly replied Hetherington, " I \vill stop." 
" No, no I go on I" cried the cro\vd. 
Hetherington continued in about the same strain 
,,"ith constant reviling and noisy interruptions fronl 
Brace. 
" Gentlemen," no\v shouted the latter, "I \vant you 
all to understand that I, Brace, am murdered by the 
Vigilance Comlllittee on the 29th day of July eight- 
een hundred and fifty-six I Do you understand that? 
Is that clearly and distinctly spoken?" His knees 
trenlbled, his brain ,vhirled, and his heart 
eenled 
s\veltering in hate. He \vas certainly an object of 
pity. Finally it became necessary to stop his outcries} 
and one standing near put a handkerchief over hi::; 
mouth, though he cursed the Ulan that did it. 
" I defy the \v hole \vorld to prove a dishonorable 
act upon me," continued Hetherington. 
"(ío on, damn you I" exclaimed Brace through his 
111uzzle. 
"I forgive every man living as I expect n1Y Re- 
deen1er to forgive llle," said Hetherington. 
" Go on, old hoss I" interrupted Brace. 
"There are fe\v lllen that havc lived the life I have, 
high, pure, and moral," continued Hetherington. 
"Dallln it, dry up I What's the u
e talking 1" 
broke in Brace, "I'll rol] Illyself up in the Alncrican 
flag and die like a-" 
"I have not had a fair trial," said Hetherington. 
" No jury \vould have convicted IllC. I an1 here a 
spectacle to you all. 1 have prayed froIl1 the days of 
lllY youth." 
The executioner no\y approached and covcrcrl the 
heads of the condeu1ncd \vith the \vhite capH
 durillg' 
\vhich operation Brace said to hiln: "If I could have 
one last request granted it \voulù be that I 111ight hang 
POl', TRIll" VOL. II, 32 
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,vith Terry on one side and Hetherington on tIle 
other, Christ-like, bet,veen t\VO thieves." 
The truth is Brace ,vas intoxicated at the time he 
,vas hanged. It 111ay seeln horrible to launch a soul, 
drunk, into eternity, that is to say if souls become so 
affected by intoxicating drink. It created some scan- 
dal at the time; but the Comn1ittee should scarcely 
be censured. It is a nervous business to be hanged, 
and humanity proInpted the adn1inistering of some 
stin1ulant in a n10dcrate degree. The guard told 
Sn1iley that Brace had asked for liquor. 
" That is a sn1all gratification," said Smiley, "I see 
no harn1 in it; but you had better speak to the doc- 
tor about it, so that he does not get too much." 
The guard after\vard told Sn1iley that not more 
than a table-spoonful ,vas given hin1, and Smiley ex- 
pressed hiinself satisfied that such ,vas the case. 
Dr Cole's testi1110nyon this point is conclusive. In 
his dictation he says: ":b-'ood, raiment, and drink ,vere 
aùn1Îtted to these prisoners only upon Iny ,vritten 
requisition, and I an1 consequently responsible for all 
that transpired as growing out of these requisitions, 
and prepared to verify the staten1ents that I here 
rnake. On the n10rning of the execution of Brace and 
Hetherington I 111ade IllY usual visit to the prisoners, 
found then1 in usual good health, Hetherington being 
son1e\vhat depressed, yet evidently Inaking an effort to 
conceal that fact, ,vhilst Brace assulned, as he had 
al\vays done ,vhen I visited hÍ1n, an air of bravaJo, 
cursing his 111other, cursing his fate, his God, his 
country, and particulary the COl1nnittee; yet beneath 
this n1anner there ,vas evidently a ,vant of firrnness, 
and I consequently allo\yed hill1 to have, or prescribed 
for hiln, at ten o'clock in the morning, one ounce of 
brandy, and an hour before his execution one ounce 
nloro. And this I solen1nly aver ,vas every Jrop of 
stinlulus that he received during the day of his ex
cu- 
tion. I positiyely kno\v it to have been inlposslb
e 
for hirn to have received fron1 anyone liquor in addl- 
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tion to that ,vhich I had prescribed for hilll, and I 
kno,v therefore that his ,vhole manner upon the 
scaffold ,vas that of a desperado." 
Durkee charges the trouble to the chief of poliec, 
and says: "Truett can1e in and found out the cau
e, 
and steadied him do,vn. They quieted hinl ,,-itlt 
valerian. " 
Doubtless some one out of pity had given hinl 11lore 
than he should have. After all, the fault ,vas not a 
grave one, if it helped the sin-bruised soul through 
its heavy ordeal. 
It 'vas a very hot day. The troops ,vere all c1ra,yn 
up round the square, and there 'vas a lnultitude of 
people on the house - tops, every available place of 
observation being occupied. On Davis street, near 
,vhere the death-engine ,vas erected, there ,vat; a large 
shed ,vhich had been used for storing grain, but ,yas 
then elnpty, the top being covered ,vith people. It 
,vas old and not very stanch, and all at once dO\\TI1 it 
canle ,vith a great crash, bringing all the people ,yith it. 
Brace ,vas just then n1aking his speech. The soldiercl 
at a little distance ,vere startled some,vhat, hearing 
the cOlnn1otion but being unable to see the cau
e. 
K aturally the first thought of everyone \vas that the 
vigilants ,vere attacked, that there ,vas a rush up()n 
the prisoners. The military, nonlinally under Donne, 
but really under Olney, about eighteen hundred ill all, 
stood at their arnlS, moving not a Inuscle, sho,ving not 
the slightest sYlnpt0111S of trepidation. Olney canle 
quietly for,vard at the nlOlnent. He glanced along 
the line; they returned the glance; it ,vas enough. 
Finally the signal ,vas given, it being then tCll 
Ininutes before six; the be11 on the roof of the vigi- 
lance building ,vas struck, the rope ,vas cut, the trap
 
fell, and at fifteen 111inutes before six the souls of th(':.;c 
t\VO men ,vere sent flying into realnls beyond the sky. 


l\Ir Colelnan and other nlenlbers of the executi \re 
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cOffilnittee were sUJ11moned by the coroner to testify 
as to the death of Hetherington and Brace, but n10st 
of his questions they declined to ans\ver. Indeed, it 
,vas only through courtesy and respect for the la\v that 
they ans\vered the coroner's sumnlons at all, for there 
was then no po,ver in California that could lllake thenl 
attend. They ",vere the sovereign po\ver. 
l\Ir Dows thinks Hetherington not a very bad man, 
the \vorst thing he ever did being to kill t\VO lIlen! 
"Hetherington killed Dr Randall," he says. "He 
v/'ith deliberation killed hilll; but in other respects he 
was a good citizen, and never Inolested anybody. He 
was not a thief nor a rough character. Brace ,vas a 
thief and a murderer, and a low 111an altogether." 
ì
 et Brace is spoken of as bright and intelligent, 
with sOlllething of the nlÏnisterial look about him, as 
one of the Inembers relIlarked. "Hetherington ,vas 
a gentlelllanly, \vell educated nlan," says Watkins. 
"Brace ,vas a desperado of the worst sort." 
Hetherington attended carefully to all his business, 
and the night before his execution carefully filed all 
hiB papers. Crary, Bishop Kip, and Fletcher }'I. 
lIaight ,vere \vith hilll nearly all night. He had two 
chests of clothing, books, and papers in his cell, on 
one of ,vhich Crary \vas sitting ,vhen he dropped 
asleep, and would have reached the floor had he not 
Leen caught by Hetherington, who laughingly said, 
"IIere is one of my terrible executioners falling into 
lilY arnlS asleep I" 
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Yet ar these folys ioyous in theyr mynde, 
They norysshe stryfe without ende, them amonge 
And some by íalshode can crafty meanes fynde 
By fals delayes theyr mater to prolonge; 
Suche folys drawyth the lawe thus wyse a longe, 
To that intent that by rightwyse iugement 
Transgressours shoulde nat haue worthy punY:!lshement. 
The Ship of Fools. 
Ax OTHER important affair which came up during 
Terry's incarceration, beginning earlier and extending 
later than the incidents mentioned in the last chap- 
ter, ,vas the arrest of Durkee and Rand by order of 
the United States Commi
sioner and their trial for 
pIracy. 
Though the great dragon, by Judge Terry's bow'ie- 
knife argument and the consequent capture of the armo- 
ries, had received its death-\vound, its stinking breath 
'vas not yet wholly stopped. About half-past thJ'ee 
o'clock on the Sunday afternoon follo"Ting the mCUl- 
orable Saturday of law and order undoing, \vhile 
Durkee ,vas sitting on a dry-goods box at the corner 
of Sacralnento and Front streets, serenely cogitating 
upon the events of yesterday, and chewing the cud of 
honest content, t\VO deputies of the United States 
J\Iarshal approached hÜn and read a "Tarrant for hi
 
arrest. 
It seems an affidavit had been made before George 
Penn Johnson, United States COIDlnissioner, the day 
previous, ,vhich ,vas the 21st of June, by John ] t 
Phillips, one of the persons in charge of the arnu.; on 
board the Juliet, charginO' Durkee, ,vith his COlllpan- 
b ( 501 ) 
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ions Hutton, Rand, and Andre\vs, ,vith the crime of 
piracy on the high seas; "to ,vit, in the bay of San 
PaLlo, "There the sea ebbs and flo\vs, did comn1it the 
crillle of robbery in and upon a vessel, to \vit, the Julia, 
a s('hooner so called, and upon the lading thereof, and 
did feloniously and piratically overhaul, board, and rob 
the said vessel of a large quantity of nluskets, of the 
property of the state of California, and \vith force 
and arlns did commit other injuries to and on board 
of the said vessel, contrary to the acts of congress in 
sech case nlade and provided, and against the peace 
and dignity of the United States." 
The deputies then requested Durkee to acconlpany 
thelll to the United States 
larshal's office, corner of 
'Vashingtol1 and Battery streets. "That is all right," 
said Durkee. "Put your paper in your pocket and I 
,,,ill go right along ,vith you." 
Durkee 111ight easily have resisted, and the C01l1- 
luittee ,,",ould have sustained hin1 in it. "But it struck 
n1e like a flash," he says, in his dictation, "that it ,vas 
Lest for me to go. Had I refused, the COlTIlllittee and 
the United States government ,vould haye been at 
loggerheads." Thus ,ve see there ,vere ,visdon1 and 
prudence even outside the executive comn1ittee. Ar- 
rived at the comn1issioner's quarters, Durkee \vrote 
the Committee inforll1ing thelll of his arrest. Delllp- 
ster, Do,vs, and others ilnmediately proceeded to the 
spot, and told hin1 not to be uneasy. Durkee had no 
thoughts of being uneasy. There he was kept during 
the night, every comfort being freely at his disposal. 
Unlimited bail ,vas prolllptly offered by the COlll- 
111Ìttee, but the COl111nissÌoner had no authority to 
grant bail in' cases of the kind. I t ,vas at this tinle, 
sin1ultaneously ,vith the arrest of Durkee, that the 
United States sloop of ,val' John Acla1ns llloored di- 
rectly in front of Sacrall1ento street-significant, sonle 
thought, of federal interference. 
During its entire existence, ,vith the exception of 
Bout\vell and certain officers of the United States 
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courts, whether \varranted or not, the Committee 
rested in the belief that interference, in the shape of 
actual coercion, \vould not happen on the part of the 
federal forces so long as the officers could avoid col- 
lision ,vithout laying themselves open to the charge 
of disobedience. This feeling originated in the as- 
surances received that there ,vould be no naval or 
military force brought against thClll until orders to 
that effect were received from Washington. It ,vas 
with deep regret, therefore, that the Con1mittee in- 
volved then1selves in a suit \vith the United States. 
The 26th of June the United States J\tfarshal, J. 
Y. 
IcDuffie, ,vrote Bout\vell, saying that he had then 
in his custody a prisoner charged \vith piracy, and 
asl\:Íng, in case an atten1pt ,vas Illade to rescue him, 
if the comn1ander of the Ada'J1
s "\\;rould recei ve s
1Îd 
prisoner on board his vessel for safe-keeping. Bout- 
,veIl illlmediately informed the marshal that he ,voulJ 
receive the prisoner. 
N ext morning Durkee \vas brought into a court- 
rOOlll cro\vded ,vith anxious spectators, but the case 
,vas postponed. According to the la\vs of the United 
States piracy ,vas death; any person comn1Ïtting a 
robbery on the high seas under color or pretence of 
authority or commission froln any person or po,vcr 
,vas adjudged a pirate, and all \vho aided piracy or coun- 
selled the perpetrators should suffer death. N O\V 
luight the ,vhole eight thousand hang! La,v and 
order \vas jubilant. A subpæna ,vas issued by the 
con1n1issioner for J. R. 1\faloney to attend a
 \vitness. 
It \vas placed in the hands of the deputy-n1arshal, 
\v ho, as ,ve have seen, on application to the Vigilance 
COlnmittee was permitted to search tþeir building 
throughout, but no such person could be found. 
Official information of Durkee's arrest ,vas brought 
before the Executive Sunday evening, accon1pallieJ-by 
intilnation of danger on the part of l1is exasperateJ 
con1rades of attelnpts at rescue. Whereupon it \vas 
ordered by the C01l1111ittee "that the marshal take the 
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necessary steps to prevent so gross a breach of Inilitary 
discipline as the rescue of John L. Durkee \vithout 
orders from the executive cOlnn1Í ttee. " 
Able counsel ,vas provided Durkee by the Com- 
Inittee. The case ,vas taken froin the United States 
Coulnlissioner's court to the United States District 
Court, and after several days' discussion the prisoner 
,vas admitted to bail in the sum of t"'
enty-five thou- 
sand dollars. E. B. Goddard, James Dows, J. "T. 
Brittan, and SalTIuel Soulé inl1nediately signed a bond 
for that amount, and Durkee ,vas discharged after one 
"Teek's confinement. 
The action of Durkee in submitting to the arrest 
,vas approved by the Committee; and a lllotion ,vas 
nlade by l\Ir Smiley and carried that Andre,vs, Rand, 
and Hutton be requested to subn1Ît peaceably to the 
orders of arrest issued by the U nitecl States court. 
The Inen of la,v ,vere some\vhat disposed to play 
their little prisoner Durkee against the Comnlittee's 
large prisoner Terry. They did not ,vish to hang 
Durkee, though they n1Ïght be cOlnpelled to. The 23d 
of June l\Ir Do,vs reports respecting Durkee, that 
l\Iessrs Crockett and Duel', appointed by the COlll- 
Inittee for his defence, affirmed that there ,vas a strong 
dc
ire on the part of the law and order party not to 
press the trial of Durkee, and that in all probability 
the affair ,vould soon be settled. 


Charles E. Rand, one of the associates of Durkee 
in the capture of the arlns on board the Julia, ,vas 
arrested for piracy on the 7th of July. He ,vas irn- 
lncdiately admitted to bail in the sum of t,venty-five 
thousand dollars, J. H. Fish, T. J. L. Slniley, N. O. 
Arrington, and Jules David being his bondslllcn. 
The United States grand jury on the 3d of 8ep- 
tenlLer brought in indictlnents for piracy against John 
L. Durkee and Charles E. Rand, both of 'v horn ,vcre 
then re-arrested and placed in confinement in the 
county jail. The Vigilance COIDlTIittee had before- 
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this adjourned, as \ve shall see in subsequent chapters. 
This proceeding of the grand jury c0111ing so soon after 
the adjourn111ent caused some exciteluent, and all 
nlembers of the ConnI1Ïttee \vere ordered to hold 
theluselves in readiness to act \vhen SU1l11110ned. The 
exultation of the la\v and order faction over this ill- 
tiined action of the jury ,vas no less inj udicious than 
lllurderous. Were it really the desire of these n1en 
to precipitate civil \var, this \vas their nlost direct 
course. All was no,v quiet. Even its bitterest ene- 
111Ïes ,vere forced to ackno\vledge that the COillinittee 
had done a good \vork and done it \vell. They all ,yell 
kne\v that Durkee and Rand intended no felony, that 
they 

ere morally no n10re to blame for that act than 
any lllember of the Comn1Ïttee or than the best luan 
of the community, and they also ,veIl kne,v that the 
COlnn1Íttee \vere not Inade of such stuff as ,voult! 
stand tamely by and see these persons hanged for the 
doing of a good deed though twenty governlnents ,vith 
t\venty John Adams stood ready to annihilate theine 
Then \vould be riot and bloodshed indeed. 
These arms, clain1ed to have been stolen from the 
state, the Conl1nittee seized only that they might not 
he enlployed against then1selves, and not \vith intention 
of using then1. Nor \vere they ever used by the COln- 
11littee, but \vere removed fron1 the I'00111S on Sacra- 
lllento street on the day of their arrival, and stored in. 
the original packages to be delivered back to the state 
at the proper tin1e. As long as the governor neg- 
lected to \vithdra,v his proclan1ation it could hardly 
be expected the Con1lnittee \vould give them up. 
The trial for piracy did not take place for several 
days. On the 11 th of Septen1ber, at half-past onû, 
the case ,vas brought before 
I. Halll\IcAlli
ter, of 
the United States Circuit Court, \Villiaill Blanding 
appearing for the prosecution and l\Ir. Crockett for 
the defence. It \vas a 11lOSt important trial, involv- 
ing, perhaps, anarchy and bloodshed. The court- 
roon1 was cro\vded, and the utn10st anxiety ,vas 
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manifested. The trial, however, \vas little Inore than 
a for l1I ality. The prosecution admitted a felonious 
intent necessary to conviction under the statute, but 
claÏlned that this ,vas a felonious taking, and that it 
,vas not necessary to sho,v pecuniary gain to convict. 
The defence argued the usual denial; and at ten 
0' clock, the court having continued sitting during the 
evening, the case wâs subn1itted. The judge charged 
the jury that if they believed the prisoners took the 
arnlS ,vith the intention of appropriating thenl to 
their o,vn use and pernlanently depriving the o,vner 
of theIn, then they were guilty, but if they took them 
only for the purpose of preventing their being used 
against thel1lselves and their associates then they 
,vere not guilty. 
I-Iuzzah for the law! Justice may yet be had in 
courts, provided the three parties to a trial,' judge, 
prosecution, and defence, all pull in one direction, and 
are not over-scrupulous as to technicalities. The 
charge ,vas Inost favorably received by the spectators; 
their rising applause ,vas checked and the jury signed 
to retire. Five minutes only they \vere absent, and 
then a verdict of not guilty. Order could no longer 
be kept in court. The sn10thered feelings of the 
audience now broke forth in loud cheers and clapping 
of hands. The prisoners ,vere ilnmediately discharged, 
and ,vere triunlphantly escorted to the Committee 
rOOl1lS by the vigilants, amidst the shouts of the IllUI- 
titude. A procession ,vas then forlned, and headed by 
a band ,of nlusic, this final happy triumph of the San 
Francisco Vigilance COl1Il11Îttee ,vas celebrated by 
marching the streets and general rej oicing. 
Durkeo tells his story in the follo\ving ,vords: "They 
did not \vant to have any hearing of the case, because 
they ,vanted the COl1Il11Îttee to cOIDlnit S0111e overt 
act. I ,vas not at an frightened. The penalty ,vas 
death, hanging at the yarò-arIn. They had the sloop 
of ,var John Adarns brought down so as to take HIC 
right aboard in case of nlY conviction. I never had 
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an idea that I should get ab03rd there if convicted. 
The Comn1ittee \vould have looked out for that. 
They had a great n1any Inen under ar111S at the tilDe. 
If there had been a jury to try 11le the saIne as the 
grand jury, there \yould have been no trouble about 
conyictiol1. The grand jury ,vas a packed jury, anti- 
yigilance 111en. The petit jury \vas a different affair. 
)Iy counsel had the nan18S of all the jurors before the 
trial. They kne\v 'v ho they \vere and all about theIne 
The COlIlnlittee had the history of every man ,vho 
CLune to the country. I kne,v \vhen the first luan 
got draw"n on the jury that I should not he convicted. 
He ,yas a Inelnber of the COlnmittee and his nanle ,vas 
Bayleys." All ,vhich sho\vs that the la\v 111ay bo 
,yarped to fit a good purpose on occasion. 


The COlllulittee ,vere ,yeary, very ,yeary, of the 
,yhole affair. They had hoped to retire by the 4th of 
July, and then again after the discharge of Terry, 
and but for the indiscreet action before the United 
States district court ,vould have done so. Tho coun- 
try needed repose, the COlInnittee needed repose after 
their nlonths of harassing excitenlent. All this 
,vhile the Con1n1Ïttee had directed its effort to,vard 
the final accolnplishment of its 111ission and to,vard 
calnling the public lnind ,vhen the indictlIlents ,yere 
issued against Durkee and Rand for piracy, and the 
old sores ,vere opened afresh. 
At every step in this Inovement, frOl'll first to last, 
one cannot but ren1ark the difference in the lnoti ves 
actuating the one side and the other. The sole de- 
sire of the Vigilance COlnrnittee \vas to pr01110te the 
general good; it ,vas peace and morality only they 
sought, and this in all charity and unselfishness, 
,,-hile the actions of the opposition,la,vyers, shoulder- 
strikers, and officials, seelllcd governed only by jeal- 
ousy, hate, and an insatiable thirst for retaliation and 
rcvenge. N at that their patriotislD so \varlned then1 
to\vard the rights of constitutional governlllent, but 
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because they theulselves had been touched, their con- 
duct questioned, and their misbehavior condenlnetl. 
They cared not one ,vhit for the state, they cared not 
ono ""hit for the right, they cared only for the1TIselves. 
If their jealousy and hate gave thenl tilne to con- 
sider they could not but see that their course in 
thi
 piracJr 111atter ,vas directly opposed to the public 
good, and must be forever deplored by right-minded 
1nen. There ,vas no piracy intended or committed. 
There ,vas not one of these grand jurynlen, officers, 
judges, or la,vyers who for a morDent believed that 
Durkee or Rand contenlplated such an act or COID- 
111itted such an act as robbery upon the high seas. 
They ,vere officers acting under ,varrant of the then 
existing suprelne po\vers, and this charge \vas thus 
disgracefully brought against them only out of hate 
and revenge. ," Even the judge of the United States 
district court," says the Sacramento Union, "appears 
to be operated upon by this personal feeling, if \ve 
are permitted to make up our conclusions from his 
past acts." 
I see, though they cannot, more of the n10b spirit 
in the::;e officers of the law than in the Vigilance Com- 
n1Ïttce; I see, thuugh they cannot, nlore passionate 
display of feeling, less of settled principle, more re- 
venge, less patriotism, more selfishness, loss care for 
the \velfare of the state in these zealous guardians of 
the law, than in those ,vho for virtue's sake broke the 
la,v. Under their iron heel of po,ver I see judges 
crush justice, and officials display a spirit dangerous to 
the COI111110n,vealth, a spirit far n10re anarchical than 
that \vhich pervades the deep loyalty,vhich ,viI] not 
suffèr our honored institutions to be ,vholly prosti- 
t u ted. 


On the 25th of June, tho Conl1nittee held confined 
as prisoners fifteen persons, besides several as \vit- 
nesses, \vhich subjected then1 to the expense of a strong. 
guard and othor heavy outlays. Three ,vore released 
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the day before, after signifying their assent to the 
requisitions of the COlnn1ittee, ,vhich "
ere that they 
,vould never bear arlllS against the Conln1ittee. 
The cells of the Comll1ittee ,vere again en1ptied of 
their contents, save only the prisoners Terry and 
Brace, by the steamer John L. StelJhens of the 5th of 
July; on ,vhich occasion departed T. B. Cunningham, 
J. R. 
faloney, Alexander Purple, Dan Aldrich, Tom 

Iullory, and L. :l\Iahoney. Experience constantly 
developed ne,v forms of doing business. CrinlÌnals 
,yere no,v required to put their exile papers in the 
forn1 of prayers requesting pernlission of the Com- 
11litttee to depart never to return. The order grant- 
ing their prayer reads as follo,vs: that \vhereas they 
had "been charged \vith various offences against the 
peace and good order of the state, no,v therefore in 
ca
e the above-nalned parties pray to be allow'ed to 
leave the country, be it resolved that their prayer be 
granted upon the special condition that they never re- 
turn under the severest penalties, and that they be 
,yarned thereof." 
\Vhile Terry ,vas in durance, and vigorous efforts 
,vere being 11lade for his release, 
fr Dempster had 
occasion one evening to leave the Executive chan1ber 
for a short tilne. On returning, the sentinel at the 
door addressed him, calling him by nalTIe. In the dilll 
light 
Ir Denlpster did not recognize hinl, and de- 
111anded ,vho he ,vas. The D1an gave the nan1e of a 
)Iethodist clergYlnan ,vho had been compelled to 
abandon preaching for farn1 labor on account of his 
health. 
"What brought you here1" asked 1\11' Denlpster. 
"Hearing that the CornnlÌttee ,vere about to be 
attacked, I deellled it my duty to come to to\\
n and 
offer n1 y services. I ,vas enrolled this 1110rning and 
put here upon guard and have been here ever since. 
Either vigilance ,vatches are very long or else I ha vo 
been forgotten. At all events 111Y sto111ach tells 1110 
that son1ething to eat ,vould not Le out of place." It 
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is singular into "\vhat predicaments duty sonletilnes 
calls ministers of the gospeL The truth of this 
lnatter \vas, the lIJan ,vanted the t\venty dollars a 
"eek and could earn it more easily standing sentinel 
than pruning grape-vines; hence the call of duty. 
Again at the nleeting of 
londay morning, the 14th 
of July; the question of office arose in connection w.ith 
the increasing po,ver of the association. Political 
proclivities were manifest in certain quarters, and it 
,vas feared that these, as is invariably the case, ,vould 
tin
ture justice. The llloment a nlenlber was sus- 
pected of being open to the influence of politicians, 
that nlonlent his associates lost confidence in hinl. 
He ,vas not one of thenl; no longer a single-hearted, 
true Inan. "Whereas the Conllnittee of Vigilance," 
says the record of proceedings of the 14th of July, 
"as a body have no political objects ,vhatever, and 
its 11lombers desire to keep free froln identification 
,vith political ailTIS; therefore, resolved, that no 
111enlber of the executive comnlittee or other pronli- 
ncnt officers of the Comnlittee of Vigilance shall, \vith 
the sanction of this body, accept any appointment to 
public office." Three days after '\Villialn Rabe \Y3S 
suspended" for having attempted to introduce politics 
into this body and for attempting to overa\ve the 
executive COlllll1ittee, and that his case and all his 
conl111unications be referred to the board of delegates 
for their action." 
About the middle of August the schooner Exact, 
,vhich had been purchased \vith the intention to send 
it in search of Ed,vard l\IcGo"\van, was sold for the 
sunl of t,venty-four hundred dollars, and the money 
paid into the treasury. 
At a ll1eeting of the 'executive committee, held the 
1st of Soptelllber, a cOlllmittce of five ,vas appointed 
to take into consideration the propriety of publishing 
a conlplete history of the origin and doings of th.e 
,Tigilance COlnn1Ïttee, ,vith collateral facts and testl- 
lllony. 
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C( One of the favorite arguments used by the apologists of the Vigilance 
Committee," says the Herald of the 28th of September, "during its reign in 
this city to quiet the apprehensions of even those who, though they sympathized 
to some extent in the course pursued by the Committee, yet could 110t conceal 
their apprehensions for the future, when executions and banishments and domi- 
ciliary visits and arrests followed in quick succession, was that after the work 
which the Committee organized to carry out was accomplished and the testi- 
mony which they had taken before them and upon which their action in every 
instance was based, was published, everybody would be satisfied. 'Ve have 
waited patiently for some time past for the publication of the entire testimony 
taken before the Vigilance Committee, but up to the present hour it has not 
made its appearance. It is true that the testimony taken in the case of Judge 
Terry has been published, but that is surely not all the testimony that has 
been taken by the Vigilance Committee. If it was just and proper that the 
testimony in this particular case should be published, why not the balance
 
For upwards of ninety days the Vigilance Committee was the defacto govern- 
ment of this city. If it ruled at all, it ruled over the whole people of the 
country-friends as well as foes. At the time, resistance to its mandates by 
anyone individual would be nothing better than foolhardiness, and though 
every individual in the community was not obliged to formally acknowledge 
its sway, yet if the contingency should arise, they would have been obliged 
to do so. Hence it is that every person in the community, no matter whether 
he may have been a member of the Vigilance Committee or a sympathizer in 
its action, or its bitterest foe, has a right to demand that he shall have an 
opportunity to examine for himself the premises from which the Committee 
deduced the conclusions to which in every case before them they arrived, All 
we know at the present time-all anybody knows, is that certain individuals 
have been executed and certain other individuals have been banished by order 
of the Vigilance Committee, but whether the sentences pronounced in all and 
every case before them, even admitting for the sake of argument that they 
had a right to sit in judgment upon the lives of their fellow-citizens, were in 
accordance with justice, cannot be determined. It will not, we think, be 
claimed by the most enthusiastic supporter of mob-law, that either the expcu- 
tive committee or the general committee were infallible. To err is human, 
and if errors have been committed, we, as one of the governed, have a right 
to know whether these errors are to be set down to that common trait in the 
human character, or to passion and prejudice. Some of the cases disposed of 
Ly the Vigilance Committee had previously undergone investigation in the 
courts, and in relation to th('m, it is well known that a great diversity of 
opinion prevailed. Now it is due to the community that the Vigilance Com- 
mittee should spread before the public the testimony in these cases, in order that 
people may be enabled to form an opinion as to how the Vigilance Committee 
could come to a conclusion in cases in which respectable juries had previously 
disagreed, and as to whether the additional light thrown on the facts, if any, 
on the trial before that body, justified that conclusion. It surely cannot be 
expected that men in whose hearts the faintest glow of a love of liberty re- 
mains will be willing to place not only their lives and property but their 
consciences, in the safe. keeping of a vigilance committee. It canllot be 
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supposed that by consenting to the establishment of a yigilance committee the 
people sUITendered all right to think for themselves and form their own con- 
clusions upon passing events. But we think we have said enough upon the 
subject to show that it is a duty which the executive committee owe to them- 
selves-a duty which they owe to the community at large, without distinc- 
tion, to publish to the world the testimony which they have taken in every 
single case examined and passed upon by them, or if it would be too expen. 
sive to publish, at least to place the testimony where it can be examined by 
every citizen who may have doubts as to the justice of this sentence or that." 


Not Jess than a score of writers conceived plans, 
and 111ade efforts to,vard their execution, of producing 
a history of the vigilance movements, but all such 
attelnpts ,vere incontinently fro,yned do\yn by the 
Con1n1ittee. Foren1ost anlong these ,vas l\fr Rhodes, 
,vho over the n01fiJ de lJlu1ne of "Caxton" had done 
valiant ,york on the side of vigilance. 
The follo,ving explains his ideas: 


"SAN FRAKCISCO, Oct. 13, 1856. 
"To the Hon. the Executive Cornrnittee of the Cornrn.zttee of Vi!Jilance:- 
"GENTS: At the request of a number of gentlemen, members of your asso- 
ciation, I have consented to write a historical sketch of the Vigilance Com- 
mittee, provided access would be afforded me to the record of that body for 
such information as cannot be 'elsewhere obtained of an authentic character. 
"The sketch will not include the publication of evidence, and is not de- 
signed to implicate the characters of those who have in no manner been pun- 
ished by the Committee. 
"Please let me hear the result of this application at as early a day as 
possible. Respectfully, your obed't 
"'Vl\I. H. RHODES." 


The book was not ,vritten; the tilne ,vas not ripe. 



CHAPTER XXX. 


THE PUEBLO PAPERS. 


Nam curiosus nemo est, quin sit malevolus. 
Plautus. 


O
E day there came to the C0111mittee rooms an old 
l\Iexican, nan1ed Tiburcio 'T asquez, being in great 
trouble as to the ,vhereabouts of certain papers a1- 
leged to haye been taken frorrl him fraudulently by 
Alfred A. Green, a ll1ell1ber of the Vigilance C0111- 
ll1ittee. 
 o\V it ,vas not uncommon for old and young 
l\Iexicans and others to bring their griefs, of ,vhatso- 
ever kind, and lay thelTI at the feet of vigilance; but 
it \vas a rare occurrence for anyone to con1e to the 
COlnn1ittee and cOlTIplain to it of one of its n1embers. 
The ,-rigilance Committee ,vas by no 111eans intendeù 
as an association for the protection of criminals, 
though sonle bad men sought to shelter their iniquity 
under the shado,v of its ,ving, and Green ,vas one of 
these. Tiburcio'T asquez found at
entive listeners to 
his tale. The Inatter was thoroughly examined, and 
the Conllnittee caIne to the conclusion that the l\Iexi- 
can's stcry ,vas true, and that Green ,vas a bad nlan. 
The facts of the case ,vere these. Through hi
 
,yife, ,,
ho \V
S a l\Iexican, Green had learned that the 
papers establishin Cf the bound and title of the to\Yll 
of Ye1'ba Buena t
 her pueblo lands were in the pos- 
session of Vasquez, formerly superintendent of l\Iissioll 
J?olores, and keeper of the n1ission archives. Vasquez 
lIved at his rancho in San 1Iateo county, some t\velve 
leagues hence. 
Pop, TBIB.. VOL, II. 33 ( 513) 
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fost of the papers belonging to the mission, \T as- 
quez had given up to the conlandante at Yerba 
Buena. But it appears that certain old Californians, 
believing that the English \vould yet deliver thenl 
fronl the hands of the Americans, and restore their 
country to the l\Iexican governnlent, had agreed 
aITIOng themselves to keep back such papers as re- 
ferred to the pueblo's title, neither to give thell1 to 
the Anlericans, nor yet to destroy them. 
Alulost the entire northern end of the peninsula 
of San Francisco ,vas at that tÌ1ne lying under the 
curse of disputed titles. Scores of fraudulent claims, 
arising often from forged grants, 'v herein the au- 
dacity of the clainlant was equalled only by the Inag- 
nitude of his s,vindle, filled the courts, and kept real 
property in a constant state of feverish excitement. 
Green sa,v nloney in these papers, if peradventure he 
Inight clutch theIne To obtain them by fair 111eans ,vas 
impossible. The Californians kne,v their value, and 
\vould not part ,vith theine \TillaillY being deternlil1ed 
un, there ,vere t,vo ,vays of accomplishing it. First, 
by stealing theln outright, though this ,vould be at- 
tended ,vith danger of San Quentin ,vhen once they 
were offered for sale; and secondly by stratage111. As 
the other docuInents belonging to the l\fission Dolores 
archives had been obtained by order of the govern- 
luent, these n1Ïght be gained possession of by sonle 
such method. But ho,v obtain such an order? Let 
Green alone for that. He \vould 111ake it a mandate 
of the court. That ,,,,"ould be better still, as ignorance 
al\vays stands in a,ve of ,vritten statutes and their 
lninisters. But first he ,vould kno,v some,vhat lllore 
of the situation of the coveted papers. 
Green kept a hotel, attached to ,vhich ,vas a race- 
course, and his place ,vas a favorite resort for Spanish- 
speaking Californians. Often he had heard thenl 
in their cups discuss the ,vise disf'rin1ination of the 
land COUI111i:::;sioll \yhich ,vas constantly connrllling 
fraudulent titles and rejecting good oneS. Alllong 
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them was one Sanchez, ,vho seemed to be an authority 
on the subject; and he ,vas heard to say that fronl 
Buri Rancho to the Golden Gate there ,vas not helJ 
hy the occupants of the land one genuine title. A 
keen observer might have noticed an increased in- 
terest in these conversations n1anifested by l\Ir Green, 
and also unprecedented liberality in the distribution 
of liquors among his garrulous loungers. About thi
 
tinle Green held a conversation with James A. l\lc- 
Dougall, la,vyer and politician, upon the subject. In 
1852 l\IcDougall had filed ,vith the land cOlnmi
- 
sioners a petition on behalf of the cit J T for the pueblo 
lands.. He had no proof as to the correctness of hi
 
premises and proceeding, but he thought he ,vas right. 
vVhen Green n1entioned to hin1 his suspicion as to the 
nature and existence of the pueblo papers, 
IcDougall 
,vas struck \vith a sense of their itnportance, and 
o 
expressed hin1self to Green. This fired Green's zeal, 
and he detern1ined to delay no longer in placing thelll 
in his o,vn possession. In his o\vn ,yords of affected 
patriotism, he "felt a deep and ardent interest for the 
preservation of the city from the fraudulent clailll
 
that ,vere consun1ing her possessions." 
Putting tw.o bottles of liquor into his buggy, he 
ùrove over to see Sanchez. Sitting, and talking, and 
drinking, under the friendly agency of the liquid 
barriers ,vere broken, and the conversation gre,v patri- 
otic and confidential. They spoke 111uch aLout land
 
and titles, and the doings of the Yankee government 
in regard to confirlning grant-holders in their posse
- 
sions. G-reen had a sn100th tongue, slightly forked 
perhaps, and could talk ,veIl upon any side of a subject, 
particularly upon the side on ,vhich his interests lay. 
Finally, as one LottIe was already con
unled, and the 
oth
r ,veIl begun, Green ren1arked, 
"I think you slander our governnlent in saying it 
confirms only fraudulent titles." 
" No, señor," replied Sanchez. "I aln no slanderer." 
" But you say that the citizens of San Franci::;co 
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ha ve no valid titles to their lands. Is not this a bo1d 
assertion 1" 
" Yes, señor, but it is true. There are the docu- 
Inents not far fronl here that would anlply prove it." 
" Where 1" eagerly asked Green. 
" "\Vhy should I tell you 
" demanded Sanchez, his 
suspicion aroused. 
" Arn I not one of you? Are not my family and 
IllY interests one with yours? Y ou do TIle ,,,"rong to 
,yithhold your confidence. I understand the Yankees 
and their sly,vays better than you. Perhaps these 
papers might do us aU good service. Tell nle, if you 
value my friendship, where are they 
" 
" In Vasquez' bedroom, boxed or buried beneath his 
bedroom floor, I kno\v not ,vhich." At that moment 
the ,vife of Sanchez entered the room just in time to 
catch the significance of his words, and, ,vornan like, 
she made rnatters quickly \vorse by trying to better 
them. 
" Pay no attention to what he says," she exclaimed 
\varlnly, "he doesn't know \vhat he is talking about." 
"It is nothing, señora," said Green. "What Cali- 
fornian is there \v ho in some old torn letters does not 
illlagine he has a mine of historical or statistical wealth?" 
So saying he \varmly elnbraced the couple and hast- 
ened away. 
There \vas no\v no tinle to be lost. Sanchez had 
Letrayed the secret of his countrymen, and his wife 
,vas a\vare of it. The alarm would quickly be given 
and the precious documents spirited away. 
Green drove as rapidly as possible to McDougall, 
arriving at his house after dark. Relating the cir- 
cunlstances of the case thus far, he asked \vhat he 
should do. 
" Get the papers," said McDougall. 
" But ho\v
" asked Green. "Will you obtain for 
me an order of the court 
" 
" There is no court in session," replied McDougall. 
" You must use your \vits; employ stratagem." 
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This conversation I gather from Green's s,vorn 
statenlent in court four years after the occurrence. 
Green states, though his character should be consid- 
ered in receiving the staten1ent, that he asked l\Ic- 
Dougall" if he should ,vrite an order purporting to be 
an order fron1 the court to Tiburcio Vasquez to de- 
liver them up, signing the nalne of the court, ,vould 
he be justified in such a course?" He then says that 
)IcDougall "advised him to do it." 
Ho,vever this Inay be, Green acted as though he 
had authority for the perpetration of fraud from SOlne 
quarter, for he cut himself entirely aloof frOlll con- 
science, and even criminal decency. Going to a pliant 
tool of his, N at Hicks, he said: "N at, take your pen 
and ,vrite." N at \vrote: 


"Tiburcio V asquez:- 
"SIR: You will deliver the bearer forthwith all papers in your possession 
relating in any wise to the title of the city of San Francisco in anù to her 
pueùlo lands. And herein fail not under penalty of the law. 
[Seal] "By order of the Court." 


The seal consisted of a libcral application of ,vax 
sta1nped ,vith a silver half-dollar. As Vasquez could 
not read, the form ,vas everything, and one ,vas as 
good as another. 
To Vasquez, then, Green accolnpanied by two or 
three of his brothers ,vent, and delivcring hinl the 
order, firlnly demanded the docull1ents, adding that 
\T asquez might consider hinlsclf fortunate if no 
trouble came upon him in consequence of his having 
,,,,ithheld them so long. Vasquez ,vas quite frightened, 
and inlmediately handed over the papers, but \yith I 
sufficient presence of mind to demand frOln Green a 
receipt for thenl. Green "'Tote a receipt, signed it 
Alfred A. Crane, and gave it to \r asquez; that is to 
say scores of people read the signature Crane, though 
Green s\vears in court that he intended it for Greun, 
but that he did not \vrite very plainly. 
The papers thus in his possession, Green did not 
kno,v \vhat to do ,vith thenl. Selecting a fe\v of 
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the Inost ilnportant, he sho\ved thel11 to 1\fcDou- 
gall. "There are Inillions in theu1," said 
fcDougall, 
"but unfortunately I l11ust start for 'Vashington 
,,
ithin t,vo days." 'Vhat should he do \yith his 
ill-gotten plunder? Naturally enough his thoughts 
turned on the l11ayor, Charles J. Brenhan1, to \VhOlll 
he exhibited SOI11e of his choicest specilnens. The 
Inayor appointed a cOlnnlissiol1 to examine the papers, 
but being thelllseives interested in fraudulent titles, 
this C0111111Ïssion reported adversely to Green. 'Vhen 
C. K. Garrison ,yas elected n1ayor, Green tried again. 
"CoBle in, 1\11' Green, COllle in," said Garrison, \vhen, 
the patriot ,yith the city's destiny under his aTHl 
rapped at the 11layor's office door. "Let us take a 
bottle of ,,
ine together." Green had spoken to Gar- 
rison about the doculnents, and the latter no\v turned 
over ,vith evident interest tho
e placed before hill1. 
Finally raising his bovine head, he fixed on Green his 
boyine eyes, and opened his bovine Inouth: 
"These are very valuable papers, 
Ir Green, very 
yaluable. It ,viII be the duty of tho
e ,vho guard the 
city's interest SOU1e day to place then1 all on record, so 
that the city shall have her rights iu the Juatter, her 
rights, 
I1' Green. I ,vould take the initiatory steps 
lllyself, 1\11' (j-reen, but, pardon 111e, 111' Green, the 
fact is, I hold a trifle in ad verse titles myself, just paid 
fifteen thousand dollars for a Potrero title, 
Ir Green." 
" y e
," replied Green, "but you must kno,v that 
those title
 are fraudulent, valueless, if these papers 
are sho,vn." 
" True, true, 1\11' Green. Let Ine sell son1e property; 
let 1110 get rid of these interests, and then I ,viII take 
a hand ,vith you and prosecute the city's title to the 
pueLlo. I agree ,vith JOu entirely that it is the duty 
of the officers of this lllunicipality to look ,veIl into 
the matter, protect the city's interest, and that, too, 
sharply, 1\11' Green, sharply, sharply. Besides there's 
1l10ney in it, 1\11' Green. Good-day, sir." 
Poor Green I His plunder ,vould not sell. He 
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"
rote to the press, but no ne,vspaper \vould print his 
articles. It \vas too long and laborious a fight for 
any journal to take up on its nlerits. It \vould be un- 
popular, for everybody ,vas interested n10re or less 
in fraudulent titles, not kno\ving theIn, in 1110st in- 
stances, to be fraudulent. There \vas neither u10ney 
nor popularity in it; \vho ,vas foolish enough to look 
for abstract good in a newspaper 111an 1110re than in 
anyone eh;e? The la ,vyers, too, ,vere against hilll; 
the city ,vould not pay the1ll for their \vily arts like a 
lllultitude of s\vindled and s\vindling citizens. He 
tried lecturing, but he \vas unlearned and timid, and 
the public did not \vant to hear him. 
lIe told the people at 1\1 usical Hall the .21 st of 
April, 1856, that the Hispano-Californians had ahvays 
cherished the belief that Santa Ana \vould \vith Brit- 
ish nlen or 11loney regain possession of California, in 
\vhich case by 111eanS of certain doculllents, about five 
hundred in number, \vhich they had retained in their 
possession, the original occupants ,vould be reinstated 
in their rights, and their lands given then1 back ac- 
cording to o,vnership before the cOlning of the ,...:\lner- 
icans. This led the Californians, he affirmed, to look 
\vith indifference on the doings of the land COlnl11is- 
sion. Their docuinents they had buried at a place 
thirty n1Îles fron1 t11e city, but he had, purely in the 
city's interests, obtained po
session of these, as he 
called thenl, lost archives, by Ineans of ,vhich he 
\yould be able to establish the city in her pueblo title. 
The papers told hinl, said 1\fr. Green, that a pueblo, 
and only one pueLlo, had been established here, and 
that pueblo at different tinles had been kno\vn by 
different naines, such as San Francisco de Assis, :\lis- 
sion Dolores, and Presidio. For his untiring energy, 
great expense, and patriotislTI he uiercly \vishctl a 
trifle, t\VO or three hundred thousand dollars. For the 
rest an approvinO" conscience \vould be his re\vard. 
Thus n1atters 
tood \v hen the attention of the 00111- 
n1Îttee ,vas brought to the subject by Tiburcio Vas- 
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quez. There ,vas an1ple roon1 for action. First, 
Green ,vas a me111ber of the COl1unittee, an association 
forined for public benefit and not for public plunder- 
ing. Secondly, Green \vas a sharp practitioner, play- 
ing fast and loose \"ith rascality and the city's 
interests. Thirdly, it- ,vas one of those cases that the 
la\v never could or never ,,,"ould reach; there \vere too 
n1any Garrisons and Brenhams in office. The Con1- 
luittee felt bound to undertake the righting of this 
,,,"rong, although they fully realized that it ,vould 
prove very laborious, very expensive, and that for a 
tilHe their only recon1pense ,vould be ingratitude. 
If placed \vithin reach of the city, and of those 
clail11Ïng under the city, it ,voulcl establish the city's 
right to all those outside lands claimed under tho olll 
l\Iexican pueblo grant. If lost or suppressed, forged 
titles, in many instances, \vould hold, and honest n10n 
be cheated. Beside ,vhich, there ,vas much litigation 
and lllany feuds, and pitched battles ,vhich these papers 
\vould peaceably detern1Ïne. 
Green had brothers 1110re or less in1plicated \vith 
hill1self, one of ,vholn, John L. Green, ,vas like\viso a 
111elnber of the Vigilance Cornlnittee. Tho 13th of 
July the COlnll1ittee ordered the arrest of the \vholo 
fraternity, Alfred A. Green, Henry Green, Robert E. 
Green, John L. Green, Benjamin P. Green, and Daniel 
Green, charging then1 \vith high crin1es, namely, of 
haying in their possession certain papers said to be 
sufficient to establish the fact that San Francisco, at 
the tin1e of tho Alnel'ican conquest, ,vas a pueblo or 
incorporated to\vn. These docun1ents Alfred l-\... Green, 
assisted by his brothers, ,vas holding as a sort of 
black-lnail over the title to city property, offering 
theln alternately for sale to the city, and to clailnant
 
under spurious grants, such as the Bolton and Barron, 
Lin1antour, Potrero, and other adverse titles. At the 

I usical IIall n1eeting, Bon1e seven Inonths previous, a 
eOll1n1Ïttee had been appointed by the citizens to ex- 
anline the nature and genuineness of the papers, \vhich 
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con1mittee reported fa yorably to the o,vner, Green, 
and stated that they could be bought for fifty thou- 
sand dollars. The reputed \yonderful discovery of the 
papers and the n1anner of the \vhole proceeding
 con- 
nected \vith then1 seelned so like a s\vindle that prop- 
erty holders held back, so that fron1 lack of confidence 
the schen1e fen through, and Green rene\ved his efforts 
to effect a sale to adverse clailnants ,vhose interest it 
,vas to cloud the city's title for the purpose of extort- 
ing black-mail fron1 occupants. Alfred had been a 
1nen1ber of the legislature, \vhieh addod nothing to his 
respectability. 
Long before daylight next morning a detachn1ent 
of yigilant8, SOlne thirty in nUlnber, half of \vho1l1 ,vere 
mounted, and the relnainder in t\VO furniture-cars and 
a barouche, \yere dispatched to the 111ission to l1lake 
the arrest. The Greens, roused from their 1110rning 
nap, \vere requested to dress and follo\v \vithout \yait- 
ing for breakfast, \vhich they incontinently did. The 
party arri '
ed at the Conllnittee rooms about six 
o'clock, and three of the brothers 'v ere at once aCCOln- 
1110dated \vith cells. That san1e night fifteen persons, 
part of a gang organized for evil purpose, ,yere ar- 
resteJ by the -vigilants and confined at the Conll11ittee 
1'oon1S for disturbing the peace and attempting to break 
up the citizens' Inass-meeting. 
By this arrest the luen \vere secured, but not the 
papers. The same day ten vigilants \vore sent to 
search Green's house and the house adjoining for 
the docu1l1ents, but their efforts proved unsuccessful. 

Iean\yhile Alfred A. Green ,vas brought before the 
Executive and n1ade to confront Tiburcio ,T asquez, 
each of 'VhOlll n1ade a sworn statement before the 
COlnlnittee. Daniel Green ,vas also brought before 
the COllilnittee and identified as one of those ,,, ho 
came ,vith Alfred to denland the papers. On the 15th 
Daniel and Benjalnin Green ,vere discharged fì"Olll 
custody upon giving their parole to COine at the bidding 
of the COllln1Ïttee. 
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Green at first ,vas badly frightened, thinking he 
,vould be hanged; but ,vhen he learned that he \vas 
safe fronl that punishment he became defiant, and the 
COlnn1Ïttee hardly knew what to do \vith hiul. Some 
regarded his crilne as equal to or greater than that of 
l1lurder, but unfortunately their regulations forbade 
their hanging hinl. He had kept the papers under 
his bed jealously guarded. When arrested they \vere 
not to be found by the Committee. N O\V Green re- 
fused to disclose their whereabouts; nor did the COlll- 
Inittee feel disposed to take thenl fronl hiln by force 
and ,vithout reuluneration, even though he had ob- 
tained thenl fraudulently. 
At length Green ,vas brought before the Executive 
and asked ,vhat he ,vould take for the papers. lIe 
replied fifty thousand dollars. He \vas sent back to 
his cell until his ideas should be lTIodified. The 28th 
of July the cOJnlnittee appointeJ for that purpo
e 
reported that Green ,vould select fron1 the Execu- 
tive t\VO of their nunlber ,vhom he kne\v, to \VhOlll on 
his release from custody he \vould deliver the papers 
,yithout reservation, and that said sub -comnlittee 
should hold the documents untiL Green ,vas relnu- 
nerated for their surrender, either by the city or by 
those interested in the city's title. J\Iean,vhile Green 
pledged hilnself not to negotiate \vith any person ad- 
verse to the city's interest, and that he himself ,vould 
attend to raising subscriptions for the paynlent of the 
papers, ,vhich SUln should not exceed t\venty-five thou- 
sand dollars. At any time within t\venty days after the 
pO
8ession of the papers the Comn1ittee should have 
the rigllt to take them for the sum of ten thousand 
dollars, or reject theIne 
Further than this the papers ,vere to be submitted 
to the city attorney, and if pronounced by him of no 
l110re value than official documents appertaining to the 
fornler governruent, they should be surrendered to the 
city unconditionally. As a condition of the agreement 
Groen exacted that the Conlmittee should place in his 
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posse
sion the forged order and receipt obtained by 
thClll frolll Vasquez, as being of 110 particular value to 
then), but of sonle to hill}. 
Evidently Green repented of his offer, for the 
InOlllent the COl111nittee attelnpted to carry it out he 
evaded the issue at every turn. An arnled escort ,vas 
prepared to attend hilll to his house and bring back 
the papers, but to this he objected. Conveyed thither 
in a carriage he pretended great displeasure at the 
nlanner in ,vhich hi
 fanlily had been treated by those 
sent to search his house, and he would sublnit to 
divers transfornlations and annihilations before he 
'v auld give up the papers at any price. So back to 
his cell he was carted, there to think further on it. 
Another agreelnent was then entered into ,vith 
Green, ,vhich \vas that the Comnlittee should take 
the papers and be allo\ved forty days ,vithin ,vhich 
to pay t\venty-fiye thousand dollars, or they could 
take then1 within ten days for fifteen thousand dollars. 
This last proposal ,vas I1lade the 31st of July. 
Finally the COlIlll1ittee concluded that Green Inight 
be justly entitled to the sum of t\velve thousand five 
hundred dollars, and this alnount the holder of the 
documents agreed to take. The money ,vas raised 
froln voluntary contributors ,vho trusted the city to 
refund it then1. The money ,vas paid on the 27th 
of September at the banking house of Abel Guy. 
Certain creditors of Green having received intin1a- 
tion that 1110ney \vas to be paid him then and there, 
,vatched the prenlises ,,-rith \vrits of execution, and 
,vhen Green came out and dun1ped his hag of coin 
upon a cart they pounced upon it and made hinl dis- 
gorge, greatly to his discolllfiture. Such is the re- 
,yard of rascality. 
The follo\ving appeared in certain journals as an 
advertisen1ent on the day of the date mentioned: 
"TO THE PUBLIC. 
" The Committee of Vigilance have purchased from Alfred A, Green for 
the sum of 812,300 the pueblo papers, which establish beyond doubt the city's 
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right, against all adverse claims, to property far beyond the Vallejo line, 
the limit fixed by the United States Land Commission. They have secured 
the able services of Hon, S. ,V. lnge, late United States district attorney, to 
use this testimony in the United States district court, where the city's claim 
is now pending; and also, should it become necessary, to attend to the case in 
the United States supreme court. 
"The purchase money has been advanced exclusively by members of the 
Committee of Vigilance, with 'the understanding that the amount would be 
repaid as soon as collected from the parties the most directly benefited by 
the acquisition, who are deemed to be the proprietors of land covered by the 
Limantour and Bolton and Barron claims, and which, according to the county 
assessment of the present year, represent a value of $.3,673,000. Upon this 
amount it is proposed to levy a tax of one half per cent, or $28,36.3, in case 
the whole should be collected; but considering the number of those who haye 
already procured the adverse title, it is supposed that not more than two 
thirds will be realized, an amount not more than sufficient to reimburse the 
l)resent advances and defray the legal and contingent expenses of the suit. 
Should, however, any surplus funds remain on hand, the same will be given 
to the orphan asylum of this city. It is unnecessary to repeat that the ac- 
quisition of these papers has been made by the Committee solely for the 
}mblic good. The undersigned have given and will continue to give their 
services gratuitously, and appeal most confidently to the property-holders 
above mentÍoned, to aid them in the good work by promptly paying the small 
sums asked from each. Parties empowered to collect will be proviùed with 
the written authority of the undersigned, under the seal of the Committee. 
Copies of the pueblo papers will be immediately filed in the United States 
district court, and the originals will remain for safe-keeping in the possession 
of 
he undersigned, until they are required in court. 
"In behalf of the Committee of Vigilance: 
"JULES DAVID, 
"GEORGE R. 'VARD, 
" T. J. L. SMILEY, 
"San Francisco, Oct. 15, 1856. Special Committee," 


The 13th of July, 1857, John L. Green and Daniel 
Green brought suit against the Vigilance Committee, 
IDentioning several of the executive committee by 
nan1e, each asking fifty thousand dollars for divers 
infelicities arising from their arrest and iU1prisonnlent 
by the COlnn1ittee. Failing in this, the 16th of July, 
1860, John L Green agaìn appe<1I's in court against 
\VillialD T. Coleman and others, asking as usual fifty 
thousand dollars. J 011n Ñ ugent apIJeared in court as 
attorney for the plaintiff. After a four days' trial the 
jury gave hiln, or rather thenlsclves, as it just covered 
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their fees, one hundred and fifty dollars, thro\ving the 
costs of suit upon Green. 
Thus closed the famous Green affair. \Ve note the 
presence of the lIeTald's editor in this suit, \vhich but 
for hill1, perhaps, never \vould have been brought. 
Ho\y deep the pools of this man's dark unrest \vhieh 
years of sunshine could not assuage! The ell1bers of 
the past he never ceased to rake, if happily he could 
find SOlne spark of n1alice \vhich nlÎght be kindled into 
a flame. For over t\VO hours at the close of this trial 
he pleaded a lost cause. In this, his maiden speech b
- 
fore a San Francisco jury, he indulged in sonle \vild 
ren1arks \vhich n1ay be accounted for only upon the 
hypothesis that they \vere begotten of revengeful 
longings. "\Ve are on the eve of great events," he 
saiù.; "before twelve months will pass away it is prob- 
able this union \vill be dissolved. It is probable that 
internecine \var \vill rage in this confederacy \vithill 
t\velve months, that the union \vill be disrupted, 
broken into fragments, and that \ve will have to fornl 
ourselves into an independent governn1ent upon the 
Pacific coast." Since the collapse of his journal inci- 
<lent to the \vithdra\val of vigilant patronage, in the 
science of prognostics J\Ir Nugent has sho\vn himself 
an adept. To be sure of kno\ving \vhat would happen, 
in political circles particularly, and as to the evil \v hich 
\vould befall his enelnies, \ve have only to reverse his 
opinion to reach the truth by the most direct route. 
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eel would give my life for such a moment, such a day," said a carpet cour- 
tier to Cromwell as he was entering vVhitehall to be made Lord Protector. 
"A fine show, no doubt," replied the great Oliver, "but there would be a 
gra.nder display than this if I Were to be hanged." 


AGAIN on the 8th of August the attention of the 
Executive was turned toward adjournment. On that 
day a revie,v ,vas made of what had been done and a 
survey of 'v hat ,vas yet to be done, and after full dis
 
cussion they concluded that by the 18th they might 
announce the termination of their labors for the 21 st, 
on ,vhich day there should be a grand parade of the 
entire body and after this a review of the troops by 
the Executive. 
They ,vould retire from their labors publicly. They 
,vould dismantle their fortress and abandon their mil- 
itary quarters, they ,vould cease their public and pal- 
pable existence, but they ,vould not disorganize. r
rhe 
out,vard manifestation of popular po,ver should dis- 
appear until again invoked by necessity; but its subtile 
essence should al,vays renlain in the hearts and heads 
of the people, ever ready for instant expression. Ten 
days ,vould thus elapse between the declared inten- 
tion and its public announcement, during which tilne 
all business should proceed regularly as hitherto, and 
expenses if possible be brought do,vn to one thousand 
dollars a \veek. 
Arrangements for the final parade should be under 
the direction of the lnarshal, and a con1mittee of five 
delegates, and three from the Executive. After the 
( 626 ) 
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21st the executive committee should hold sessions 
three tÏ1nes a ,veek; and aùove all the strength of the 
association should be applied to the raising of money 
for the cOlnplete discharge of their heavy obligations. 
Though in the n1Ïdst of arrests, fubninations, and ex- 
patriations, the cells of Fort Vigilance were no\v nearly 
empty, and the black list still needed some revision. 
l\Ir Dempster, l\Ir Smiley, and others were ap- 
pointed a comrnittee to prepare an address from the 
executive comn1ittee to the general committee of 
yigilance on the occasion of its retiring froln active 
duty. The plan of adjournment was laid before the 
delegates at a meeting of that board held the 13th, 
and ,vas fully approved; the 18th of August, instead 
of the 21st, being finally fixed as the day of delnon- 
stration. The gunny-bag barricade was taken do\vn 
the 14th. At the Saturday afternoon meeting of 
August 16th the rooms of the building ,vere or- 
dered thro\vn open to the men1bers of the con11nittee, 
their friends and families, the next Thursday and 
Friday, the 21st and 22d, from ten o'clock A. M. till 
five o'clock P. M. of each day, notice of the same to be 
posted in the building and published in the papers. A 
cOlnmittee of five was placed in charge of the recep- 
tion. 
For three months this organization had been in 
active operation, during ,vhich time it not only re- 
tained the support originally given it, but had grad- 
ually increased in strength and in the favor of the 
people, until its enemies even felt their lnaledictions 
upon it to be infinitely more damaging to then1
elves 
than to the organization. 
The predictions of the la\v and order party con- 
cerning the evil effects \v hich ,vere to folIo,,", fell to 
the ground. There ,vas no reaction, no dOlnillcering 
mobocracy, no atten1pt to seize the reins of govern- 
ment, no intoxication incident to possession of supreme 
po\ver. 
The Committee deterlnined not to disorganize, but 
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to adjourn sine die. The general organization ,voldd 
be kept up complete, and all Inenlbers \vere to hold 
thelIlselves, as hitherto, instantly subject to the call 
of the executive cOlnn1ittee. Each conlpany ,vas to 
continue its independent organization, and the execu- 
tive cOlnrnittee \,Tere to retain their roon1S with a fe\v 
officers constantly on duty, where they ,vou]d 111eet at 
stated intervals and consult as to the \velfare of the 
city. 
The truth of the matter is, the Committee \vere 
as much a living organization after adjournment as 
before. At an Executive meeting, held the 23J of 
January, 1857, I find the follo\ving lTIotion lnade and 
carried: "That the grand Inarshal be requested to 
report to the president of the executive c01l1mittee 
the nU1l1ber of men he could collect ,vithin an hour'
 
notice in case of elnergency." 1\Iarshal Doane's reply 
at a subsequent n1eeting ,vas that "any nU111ber of 
men could be relied upon in case of emergency." 
l\Iean,vhile P. J. Hickev was notified to leave the 
state; and it ,vas ordered: as late as the 21st of 
August, that notice should be given through the pub- 
lic papers to James Cusick, James TholIlpson, alias 
Liverpool Jack, and James Hennessey, who had fled 
to the interior, that they might depart un1l10lested by 
the stean1er of the 5th of SeptelIlber, but that failure 
to avail themselves of that privilege left them under 
the death ban should they after\vard visit the city. 
The 19th Jacob Ritchie ,vas discharged. It ,vas 
likewise resolved on that day by the Executive, "that 
if J. W. Bagley is found in San Francisco after the 
20th inst., he will be in1111ediately executed without 
t . l " 
rIa. 
Fear of the federal authorities could not be im- 
puted to the executive comn1ittee, or fear of anything, 
for the present release of Terry, or for their adjourn- 
n1ent. For President Pierce had just before announced 
that until the legislature of California should meet and 
request federal interference, he should not interpose; 
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or, in other \vords, until his person[J affairs ,vere 
arra.n6'ed, and his party interests looked after, the 
people of California could cut each others' throats to 
their heart
' content. Patriots of the Pierce order 
n-re not greatly given to sacrificing theIllselves for 
the ,velfare of their country. 
This final denlonstration ,vas indeed an illlposing 
affair. It ,vas, of the 'v hole crusade, the one single 
public boast. CODling at this time it ,vas a ,vise and 
proper l1l0Velnent. It spoke in deep inJprcssive tones 
the happy consunlillation of unhappy needs. "Behold 
our pron1Ïse," it said to assell1bled San 
Francisco, 
"the outgro,vth and not the arbiter, of our perfornl- 
ance. \Ve have fought the gooù :fight; \ve have kept 
the faith. Not in sha111e and discomfiture, but in the 
IH'ide of success, \ve present ourselves before you this 
day. Not besnleared and broken, but unstained and 
brightly polished, hand ,ve no\y the tablets of the Ja\v 
to our appointed 11linisters of the la\v." 
The people at large underestinlated the strength of 
the COlllnlittce. Anlong their opponents it \yas the 
talk that their battalion drin
 ,vere the sanJO Lodic
 
of luen, over and over again; that it ,vas the desire of 
the COlll111ittee to appear stronger than it really \yas, 
and to present the sanle forces under various guiRes. 
The fact ,vas, hitherto the COlllnlittee cared nothing 
for appearances so long as it. had the real strcugth; 
but 1l0\Y, to sho\v ho,v fully, ho,v heartily the people 
,vere \vith thenl, ho,v the lllovelnent ,vas the people, 
the ht\v, the governlllent, and. no clique or cabal, it \vas 
deeilled best upon this joyful abdication to place thelll- 
selves before the public in their true appearance. 
Hence, preparatory to adjournillent, a grand revie\v 
and n1Ìlitary parade ,vas held. on the 18th of .L-\ugust, 
An invitation ,vas issued by the executive COlllluittee 
of 185G, through the grand InarHhal, Charles })UêlllC, 
to SeEln E. \V ood,vorth, president of the \TigiJau<.:e 
COITnnittee of 1851, and through hill1 to aU lllelllbL'l'
 of 
that COIlHl1ittee to \vitncss and take part in this parade. 
P
:P, Tmn.. VOL, II, 34 
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THE FORCES AND THEIR OFFICERS. 531 
Counting their companies there 'v ore four regill1ents 
of infantry, t,vo squadrons of cavalry, a battalion of 
artillery, a battalion of riflelllen, a battalion of pistol- 
IDen, and a police battalion. Of course SOll1e, froIn 
various reasons, ,vere not present, yet there ,vere over 
six thousand nlen in that triull1phal march. 
It ,vas a day of universal rejoicing; it ,vas the cele- 
bration of a new declaration of independence, a day 
of thanksgiving for the deliverance of the city froni 
a reign of criminality, a day of honor to the patriots 
,vho had so nobly vindicated the integrity of the peo- 
ple. This ,vas the end of the reaction, the conclusion 
of one of the grandest moral revolutions the ,vorld 
has ever ,vitnessed. Nothing occurred to mar the 
triun1ph of the day. About ten o'clock martial n1usic 
,vas heard in various quarters of the city, ,vhere com- 
panies ,vere formed in line. J\Iembers of the con1- 
panies ,vere in citizen's dress, son1e attention, ho,vever, 
being paid to uniformity-black pantaloons, black 
frock-coats buttoned to the neck, ,vhite gloves, and 
glazed or cloth caps prevailing. On the left lapel of 
the coat \vas ,vorn a ,vhite 
atin badge denoting the 
conlpany. J\Iost of the officers were lilounted. Bou- 
quets adorned the Inuskets. The streets 'v ere cro,vded 
,vith spectators, flags floated froID hundreds of houses, 
and gorgeous decorations ,vith appropriate mottoe8 
,vere stretched across the streets at several points. 
Third street ,vas the locality appointed for revie,v, 
and thither, about t,velve o'clock, ,vere seen infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery congregating and forming into 
line. The troops consisted of a battalion of artil- 
lery, Colonel T. D. Johns; Light Artillery Reserve, 
Lieutenant-colonel J. F. Curtis; squadron of cav- 
alry, 
Iajor Frank Baker; battalion Citizens' Guard, 
J\Iajor George \Vatson; four regiments of infantry COlll- 
111anded respectively by Lieutenant-colonel John S. 
Ellis, Colonel J. B. Badger, Colonel H. S. Fitch, and 
Colonel 
-'. J. Lippitt ,,,hose regiment included the 
French Legion under l\Iajor Villaseque. Besides 



532 


FIKAL ADJOUR
IENT. 


\vhich \vere three rifle companies attached to regi- 
n1ents as flank cOlllpanies or skirmishers; also a COll1- 
pany of pistol men under Captain E. B. Gibbs, a 
battalion of police under Captain R. B. '\Vallace, and 
enrolled IrlelUbers in carriages, on horseback, and on 
foot. It \vas a grand sight, these "traitors under 
arll1s," as the IIerald stign1atizes then}. Third street 
was then open only as far as Brannan street. The 
coulpanies in line occupied the \vhole of Third street, 
and a portion of Brannan, the right resting on 
Iar- 
ket street. The troops \vere under command of Brig- 
adier-general Janles N. Olney, \vho appeared mountçtl 
on his \v hite horse, \v hich had been conspicuous in 
every post of danger throughout the entire call1paign. 
Orders were then issued by the general COllll11anding 
to open ranks and prepare for revie\v. President Cole- 
nlan aud Grand 1\la1'shal Doane, accompanied Lythe ex- 
ecutive committee and board of dolegates, all nlounted 
and uncovered, then rode do\vn the line. The revie\v 
o\-er, the troops ,,
heeled into colunln. The granù 
nlar
ha 1 and staff leù off, anù 'v ere follo\ved by the 
president and the general connnanding \vith hi8 staff: 
Then caIne the artillery in four conlpallies ,vith fifteen 
mounted cannon. In the rear of the artillery \vas a 
repre
entation of 
-'ort Gunnybags on ,,
heels, con- 
sisting of a franle\york covered \vith canvas on \vhich 
,vas pictured the sand-bag breast\vorks of Sacralnellto 
street. :Five painted cannon ready for iU1rnediate 
action looked through as nlany pictured loop-holes. 
Behind this fort follo\ved the executive con1n1Ïttec, 
mounted and riding three abreast. Next ,vero t\VO 
cOlllpauies of dragoons; after ,vhich the Inedical staff, 
consisting of about fifty surgeons. Representatives 
of the first ,\Tigilance Comn1ittee then follo\vcd \yith 
\vagon and banner, after \vhich ,vere the four regi- 
Inents of illfalltry, squaJrons of cavalry, battalion::; 
of citizens' guards, pistoln1en, and vigilance police. 
Thus 
ix thousanLl 111en before thrice six thousand 
,vitllesses denlOl1
trateJ un that day thcir devotion to 
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t:;ocial n10rals and good citizenship. In this Inanner 
they lllarched through the principal streets of the city 
amidst the enthusiastic cheers of the people. All 
along the line of lnarch flo,vers ,vere sho\vered upon 
the Inen by mothers and daughters ,vhose hearts ,vere 
'vith their O'Yll and the city's saviors. 
After the parade the Executive met and adopted 
the follo,ving resolutions: 
" That the executi\'e committee have noticed with the utmost pleasure the 
unanimity of feeling and correctness of deportment displayed thiR day. That 
the grand marshal be requested to convey to the officers and their commands 
the high appreciation entertained by the executive committee of the proficiency 
of their military evolutions and the zeal they have at all times evinced in 
the performance of their arduous duties. Also that the chief of police be re- 
(luested to express to the officers and members of the police department the 
high appreciation entertained by the executive committee of valuable services 
so zealously rendered by them." 


I cannot resist the temptation to give a specimen 
of the bark and bray line of argument still kept up 
by the lleralcl, as displayed in its account of these 
cereillonies. "Grand funeral procession of vigilants," 
it begins. "The last agony is over. Tho conllnittee 
of traitors, ,vho have so long disgraced thenlselves 
and the city of San Franci
co, have adjourned in a 
blaze of fire,vorks. Their past career is \vritten in 
lines of blood, and the pen of the honest historian 
,vill hand theln do\vn to posterity \vith all the shame 
and infamy they have heaped upon republican institu- 
tions." After half a colunll1 or so of like prelilninary 
it begins its graphic account thus: "The day broke 
dull and gloolny. I t ,vas the anniversary of the 
traitor Benedict Arnold. A cold insinuating n1Ïst 
hung like a pall over the city, anti the light of God's 
countenance, the glorious sun, appeared only at inter- 
vals and then quickly retired, as if un\villiug to shine 
upon the disgraceful scenes of the day." Of the rc- 
vie\v it says: "The descendants of Guy Fa\vkcs, the 
rnodern "ritch-burners, the strangling conspirators of 
the anointed Con1mittee of v-rigilancc, cOlnposcd of all 
the decency, all the honesty, all the virtue of a San 
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I?rancisco population, having armed then1selves with 
condemned llluskets and an assortn1ent of pistols and 
sabres, marched do\vn in divisions to Third Rtreet, 
where the sorry farce of a review ,vas gone through 
with under the critical supervision of 
Field 
farshal 
Charles Doane. Field J\larshal Charles Doane was 
lllounted on a horse encumbered \vith an extraordinary 
alnount of military trappings, ,yore a black frock-coat, 
black pantaloons, a \vhite shirt, a glazed cap, \vas sur- 
rounded by an invoice of pink and \vhite ribbon, wore 
spurs and leather boots, carried a sword in his hand, 
and conducted himself with so lTIuch modesty and 
propriety that none but the practised eye could ever 
have recognized in him one of the first lnilitary lnen 
of the age." But enough. T\vo or three doses such 
as this adlninistered daily for three lTIonths sho\vs to 
\v hat extremity the ad vocate of a cause is reduced. 
But the richest of all is the follo\ving from the 
IIerald of the 21st of August on a proposed ball to 
bo given that night to the executive comn1ittee. "A 
Grand Ball of the Stranglers!" it is headed. "Star 
Chamber and the Canaille Cheek by Jo\vl!" 


"'Ve have just received intelligence from our special mesmeric correspond- 
ent of one of the most remarkable festivals that has ever graced the page of 
history, to come off this evening at :Musical Hall, From the lights before us 
it seems that in a city which formerly was an appendage of the United States, 
hut which will now form the nucleus of an incipient higher law republic, a 
heterogeneous mass of humanity has been engaged for the past three months 
in the laudable undertaking of turning the American Constitution topsy-turvy, 
and disgracing the enlightened century in which we live with scenes of folly, 
madness, violence, and horror, such as would only have been expected to be 
tolerated in the Cannibal Islands or in pandemonium. After having hanged 
four of their fellow- beings without any of the forms of law or justice, after 
taving been the cause of the horrible suicide of two of the miserables "\",ho 
were confined in their blackhole of Calcutta, after having banished a score of 
had men who contrasted favorably with many of their 0\\ n pious and saintly 
Josephs, after haying incarcerated a judge of the supreme bench and held him 
for six long weeks in durance vile, with the mummery of a trial going on and 
the muttered threats of the chonanTleU1'8 thirsting for his blood, his daily com- 
fort and his nightly dream, after having outraged all common decency and 
courtesy, violated every social right guaranteed by the.compact of that con- 
stitution which was conceived ill patriotism, baptized in loyal blood, anù nursed 
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in the hot.house of the world as the most beautiful and delicate plant of lih- 
crty that has eyer flourished in the sunlight of God, after having committed 
this long catalogue of crime and infamy, enough in all conscience to make 
them, for all time to come, hang their very heads in shame and hum hly antI 
penitently seek pardon and forgiveness, what a fitting finale has filled the cup 
of their insane outrages! 'Vill it be believed by those who are to follow our 
footprints in the sands of time that the master spirits in this memorable epoch 
of anarchy, the privy councillors in this crusade on freedom, ha.d the impu- 
dence to ad vertise their infamy and to hold a mutual admiration festival in 
the shape of a ball? The fact is nevertheless patent, \Ye were shown yester- 
day a ticket to a ball to be given this eyening to the executive committee of 
t!
e vigilance saints, at :Musical Hall. The executive committee, with a con- 
sideration which is truly refreshing, and for which the plebeian flunkies of the 
immaculate body can never be sufficiently grateful, have put the price of tickets 
(lown to fÌ\re dollars per head, This is right, it is democratic, Heretofore 
there has been an aristocratic, an impassable gulf between the Dives of Front 
street and the Lazzarone of the Committee. The vigilance millennium has at 
length come, Now the eagle and the buzzard will lie down side by side, the 
lion and the lamb will feed out of the same dish, There is balm in Gilead for 
t
e puppets with a vengeance, For the moderate sum of a half eagle they Are 
graciously permitted to come within the sacred presence of the Lord's 
anointed, 'Ve are not in the confidence of the Committee and cannot, there- 
fore, say what objects the 
tar Chamber have in dew, but it is reasonable to 
suppose that they are hard up for funds and have adopted this very ingenioll::; 
method of raising the wind, \Ve were much surprised that in a body embody- 
iag so much of mathematical genius, so great a knowledge of the science of 
humbug, the idea of exhibiting an anatomical museum has neyer suggested 
itself to them. \Vhat an immensely profitable investment it would have heen 
if, instead of handing the dead bodies over to the coroner to be buried at the 
expense of the tax-payers, they had engaged the services of some expert artist 
and had the carcasses exhibited in imitatioll of ::\Iadame Tussaud's chamber 
of horrors. 
"To illustrate our idea: They might have had the ghost of Casey in a 
sitting posture engaged in stuffing one of the identical ballot-boxes that ex- 
cited so ll10rbid a curiosity in the fashionable nun-mills of our city, Cora 
should have been placed in a standing position on a l)latform, with his eyes 
halldaged, listening to Casey's speech, and a miniature representation of the 
reds "ith the condemned muskets at his feet, Hetherington would have 
appeared to advantage at the iùentical moment W1H'1l the executioner, of 
hlack cambric memory, put the fatal cap oyer his head to prevent any remarks 
tllat might have initiated the dear people into the mystery of Vigilance Com- 
l11ittee jurisprudence, Brace would have been all immense card; his figure, 
as he appeared under the influence of the bad hrandy so liberally administered 
l,y the saints for the purpose of counteracting any moral etfect that might be 
produced by the dying speech of a man of Hctherington's ner\'e, illustrated 
by his classical remarks at the moment of e
ecution, would readily han' com- 
manded an extra bit. and thus adde(llargely to the c1epletl.:>d puritan treasury. 
Sullivan should have been presenkd sit'jng on his lonely cot in his dismal 
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cell in a mcditativ'e position; time, midnight, and the clatter of 
hc hammer 
and the grating of the carpenter's saw suggestive of an execution, A wax 
figure of a sentinel in front of his prison-door, who, by a species of ventrilo- 
quism, might be made to speak with profane levity of the probable end of 
ele criminal, and a knife lying opportunely at his side, would have made up 
a very effectiye tableau. This happy idea of an anatomical museum not having 
suggested itself to the fertile ingenuity of the stranglers, they have adopted 
the less classical but more social plan of a ball. 
"This evening will be a gala night in the memory of the modern puritans. 
There will be music, bright lights, anù the fair forms of the loveliest of God's 
creation will float around in the misty mazes of the waltz. Let the dance 
go on, let joy be unconfined, but if there is a conscience in the breasts of the 
men who will grace the occasion this evening with their presenre, dressed in 
f;lossy broadcloth and white kids, if they com p within gunshot range of Shake- 
speare's idealization of :Macbeth, there will be many an air-drawn dagger 
fbating before their mind's eye; and perhaps the ghost of a Casey or a Heth- 
erington may intrude upon the hilarity of the occasion, as that of Ball(luo did 
u
)on the peace of mind of :Macbeth at the royal banquet, Instead of orna- 
menting the room with the yote-yourself-a-medal banners, or mutual-admira- 
tion flags, we would suggest that an artistic representation of Casey and Cora 
dangling in mid-air with the motto of Pop goes the weasel, should he placed 
at one end of the hall, A representation of a scaffold, containing wax minia- 
tures of Hetherington anù Brace, with printed copies of their last words and 
dying speech, would be a fitting ornament to the opposite end. In the centre 
of the floor, the whitewashing artist of the association, who so immortalized 
Limself in the funeral celebration of :ì\Ionday last
 might very appropriately 
constn:ct a miniature representation of Fort Gunnybags,. with full-length 
fgl1res of the valiant and heroic sentinels who were so considerately assigned 
the honor of guarding the precious gunnies during the reign of terror. 
" 'Ve make no doubt the roonl will be ornamented with the cannon amI 
guns stolen from the state authorities, and we are informed upon what we 
consider reliable authority that to add to the interest of the occasion the 
Committee can ohtain the hat of the ubiguitous :McGowan, which, inasmuch 
as that enterprising individual has given the all-seeing eye of vigilance the 
slip, should be enveloped in an invoice of crape. A score or so of death's- 
heads, a hale of American flags with the Union down, hung promiscuously 
around, two or three dozen sanguinary individuals dressed in black cambric 
gowns à la Hetherington's executioner, a few bales of rope, and an assortment 
of slip-nooses, some specimens of patent trap-doors, and the knife with which 
S.lllivan committed suicide; a lock of Cora's hair, and one of the front teeth 
of Brace; together with printed biographical sketches of the executive com- 
mittee, would add much to the general effect of the tout ensemble, 
" The music should commence with the Hogue's :March, to be followed by 
the Pirates' Chorus from the Enchantre8s
' and the entertainment of the even- 
ing should wind up by the judge advocate singing Down among the Dead ::\Icn." 


I can do no better here than to give in full the ad- 
dress of the executive can11nittce to the general COU1- 
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n1ittec of vigilance on their retiring. Ho,v different in 
tone and character frOITI the ribaldry of their opposers: 
" GE
TLE11EX: On the occasion of your adjournment the executive com- 
mittee deem it proper to make the following remarks: 
" A few months since, grief and despair weighed gloomily upon an op- 
pressed people, unpunished crime was in the ascendant, For years our 
citizens had endured the great evils existing in their midst, and had combated 
them by all the ordinary remedies prescribed for a republican people. The 
redress looked for in elections and jury-trials was used without succes'3, 
These remedies were not neglected, but by the combination of fraud and vio- 
lence they were rendered of no effect, The ballot-box was dishonored, the 
laws were perverted, justice was prostituted, government was corrupted, The 
exercise of free speech and the guardianship of a free press were attended 
with peril; life was unsafe upon the public highway. 
"The state of public affairs required that ordinary remedies and legiti- 
mate measures should for a brief period be laid aside, The necessity was 
anomalous, the exigency great, :Measures which could not be justified in well 
ordered and well governed communities, became defensible and just, It was 
requisite that a prompt and overwhelming assault should be made by the 
people upon organized and dominant crime. The occasion came; the puhlic 
exigencies demanded of you, as representatives of the great majority of the 
people, that you should assume, to a limited extent, the administration of 
justice, Similar exigencies have occasionally arisen among a free people; 
but none furnishing a parallel to this, or requiring so imperatively a yigorous 
and united action of the public. A stern and awful necessity demanded the 
employment of extra-legal and extra-judicial measures for public relief, sup- 
ported and protected by an anned militia drawn from the bosom of the people, 
It was the last of a long-suffering and insulted people-free in name, hut not 
in fact, The fountain of enùurance long filled to the brim, at last overflowed, 
:Kone regretted the necessity more than yourselves, 1\0 people on the face 
of the globe were more strongly opposed, on constitutional grounds, to the 
reassumption of any portion of those rights and duties which, resirling in the 
people, are delegated by them to their servants, In the rectitude ånd loyalty 
of your republican principles you are conscious of a devoted lo\?e for and ad- 
herence to the true spirit of government and law, In the assumption of 
power, you did but assert and use the rights constitutionally inherent in the 
people as declared by theiI' majority, You have perfoI'me<l certain specific 
açts which were requisite to vindicate justice and the rights of an outragetl 
people, and to strike terror into the ranks of crime, You ha\-e exposed the 
machinery by which your liberties have been suhverted, ancl which has ren- 
dered the election franchise a mockery, and the administration of jnstice a 
farce, You have originateù and brought to active maturity the great re\.olu- 
tion which will result in social amI political reform, The great work which 
yon haye commenced has attained to that degree of progress which will require 
at your hands in the future only the honest and watchful efforts of citizens 
in the ordinary prescribed methods of action to consummate the desired and 
triumphant end. 
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"Fellow-members, you have given your time, your money, your bhor, ana 
your earnest thoughts to the work, You have made many and great sacri. 
fices. You have thrown yourselves into the breach in this contest, and what- 
ever of jeopardy or loss, whatever of OPIJrobium or enmity could possibly 
ensue, you have freely hazarded for the public good, AU this you have done 
without the possibility of private gain, without a solitary object of personal 
adva:ltage, looking only for your proportion of the public benefit, You belong, 
generally, to those classes of citizens who have rarely filled, anll have never 
coveted office, You are the. industrial classes, men of occupation and respon- 
sibility, Among yon are the larger majority of those citizens of San Francisco 
who are anchored here by family ties, by homes and hoU';;eholds, A majority 
of your opponents, consisting of the most bitter and hostile, have no trade 
but politics or worse, and haye but little at stake in property or families, 
They affect not to understand the sincerity and self-sacrificing principle which 
has led you to labor and endure so much to effect public refurm, To most of 
you office is no object and ,,,ould be a burden, Your interests would suffer 
by its acceptance, You haye endured much of bitter enmity and un- 
blushing misrepresentation. 'Vhile many of our most respected citizens 
have differed from you on abstract principles, it is undeniahle that a 
combination of the worst and most dangerous elements in society has been 
raised against you. False issues have been attempted by which to sti
- 
matize you as partisans and fanatics, as traitors, You hav
 been falsely ac- 
cused of harboring political enmities, religious prejudices, sectional dislikes, 
hostility to foreigners, and finally, of indulging political aims, The seventh 
article of your constitution, adopted at the commencement of your existence as 
a body, effectually forbade all issues of sections, nativity, p3litics, or cr
e(l. 
A m
tto on yoar seal disclaims such issues, and to this hOur the integrity of 
that constitution and that motto has been preserved Í1n-iolate, even againt>t- 
imputation, You are of e\gery religious creed, of eyery political bias, of 
cyeryenlightened nation, and of every state of our beloved Union, It would 
be utterly impracticable to form a reliable conjecture of the predominant 
political or reli)ous sentiment among you, 'Ve therefore earnestly counsel 
you, as vigilance men, to ayoid all illdentification of the Committee's name 
nnd interests with any political party or policy, Do your duty faithfully, 
each man in the party of his choice. Let every man throw his vote. Let 
every man cherish and protect the palladium of the people's rights and 
liberties. Protect the purity of the ballot-box-let it ne'.er a
aill bc polluted. 
See to it that the elections are peace:1ble, that the lives of freemen are not 
perilled by ruffians at the polls, This is your work, Let the question be re- 
garding every candidate, Is he capable? Is he honest? · 
"Since you commenced your labors there has been a very great improve. 
ment in the administration of law and justice by the authorities, Crime has 
been more generally and more severely punished. The recent annulment of the 
fraudulent elections, and the indictment of the offenders in the young and 
almost helplcss county of San :Mateo, so recently separated from ours, is a 
triumphant and promising result of the great movement by the people, Let 
the example be copied, Exclusive of the hostile demonstrations agaÍ11st your 
OW11 LC(!J", bood onl<-.r and a sense ùf bccurity h
yc prcvailed to a greater ex- 
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tent than ever before in our midst, ::\Ien have not feared to express their 
honest sentiments in every peaceable manner; the press has been untram- 
meIled; riot has been prevented, or has 1)pen easily suppressed, Some ad- 
\rantage has been taken of your moderation, but by your discretion and 
forbearance the great excitement of the past three months has subsided, amI 
its great events have been accomplished without the consequent loss of a life 
by collision. 
"The aggregation and discipline of a large military force was a measure of 
prudence and necessity, The peace and safety of the community required it, 
'Vithout its overwhelming power, a bloody issue would have Leen forced 
upon you, By its strength and perfection, the exertions of your opponents 
to organize and bring into the field a hireling force, of the worst outcasts of 
society, to destroy YOll, have been rendered impot
nt and abortive, and thus 
the city has been spared the horrors of civil war. You took up arms for pro- 
tection and not for aggression, Had no armed opposition been arrayed 
against you, your work of justice would have been accomplished without bear- 
ing arms, Determined yourselves to avoid the shedding of blood, you made no 
attack upon your foes until they took the field against you, Your military 
power and discipline are adequate to any achievement you might desire. 
Had you aimed at the subversion of government, at a change in the incum- 
hents of office, at any political revolution; had you been actuatecl Ly sinister 
designs, by malignant hate or revenge, by fanatical zeal in any object, de- 
clared or otherwise, the l)ower was yours, Heaven acquits you of any such 
Illotives or passions. You could have proceeded to extreme measures, even 
in the very avowed objects of your constitution, but you have been moderatp 
and just even in these. You midht have done much more than you have, in 
the punishment of the guilty, but it is not in the execution of a few assassins 
and the banishment of a few score of noted criminals, and the voluntary ex- 
patriation of many others, that your work is done or to he done, You have 
visited your power only upon those respecting whom the evillence was clear 
and full. You have preferred to err on the siùe of clemency, Other rogues 
remain unpunisheù, and some high in position, They can hope for no immu- 
nity in the adjournment of the Committee. The eye of vigilance is upon them, 
The sword of justice is yet suspended over them; other modes of punishment 
are in reserve for them. The vigilance of "the whole community in respect to 
crime and the abuse of office has been awakened, its moral sense and intellect 
have been quickened, Iniquity, hitherto disguised with fascinating mask, 
stands exposed in hideous deformity. You have demoli!:5hed the fortress of 
crime anù corruption, and have scattered its garrison to the four winds, 
"The archives of the Committee contain a large amount of testimony which 
its session accumulated, amI which can IJe hereafter used in the punishment 
:md prevention of crime and political abuses, by the employment of those 
ordinary remedies which hitherto have proved inoperative. 
"Y ou are content to lay aside your arms, It is your pride and delight 
that those arms are unstained by a single drop of citizen's blood. You have 
disarmed your opponents, who sought to emhroil you ill a fratricidal conflict. 
You retire in the plenitude of your power, This evellt you sought and ex- 
pected many weeks since, but the hostile attitude of )"our foes and the new 
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issues fOl'
ea llpon you prevented the realization of yonr wishes, prolonged' 

'our active service, and were the means of perfecting your military discipline, 
"You will retain your organization, but without active service as a body, 
and without the design and desire of again assembling, Yet, as a provision 
against possible contingencies, your executive committee will endeavor them- 
selves to exercise vigilance in the investigation and refonnation of abuses, and 
i:l aiding and urging on the constituted authorities in the discharge of their 
daties, reserving the discretion and privilege of reassembling the board of del- 
c.:;ates, or the general body, should serious occasion arise, Such occasion in 
t
le judgment of the executive committee might be found: first, upon the re- 
t
Irl1 of any person you have banished, or upon the necessity of enforcing any 
s2ntence already passed; secondly, upon the necessity of protecting any mem- 
ber of the Committee from violence or malicious prosecution, arising out of 
a:1Y act performed by authority of the Committee; thirdly, in event of any 
assault upon the life or liberty of any citizen, should it be apparent that the 
laws, or the officers of the laws, are inefficient for the protection of the citizen 
or the IJunishment of the offender; fourthly, in case of any violation of the 
}Jurity of the ballot. box or the sanctity of the elective franchise. 
"A small police force will be retained for the present, and will be reën- 
forced, if advisable, from the ranks of the Committee, 
"You will now adjourn. You will mingle once more with citizens with. 
o
lt the distinctive character of vigilants. Let us, then, fraternize with those 
good citizens who haye honestly differed with us, Let us unite vigorously 
[".nd generously in those measures of public good, upon which all the patriotic 
aad honest citizens agree. It is the duty of all gooù citizens to quiet popular 
c:
citement; at the same time, a manly vindication of your past course is in- 
c
nllbent upou you when occasion arises. You were not assembled to subvert 
1 
ws hut to maintain the peol)le's rights. Justice demanded of her devoted 
adherents that vindication which the usurpers of her throne had denied her. 
You ha\?e dispersed tho pestilent vapors which eclipsed her, and once more 
the benignant visage smiles upon a people long despairing and inert, and has 
lJeen arouseù to generous and healthy action. The people have found that they 
nre not powerless under the rule of crime, :\lighty has been the demonstration 
of the minù and voice of an awakened public in the great moral conflict. 
"Let this moral power, vast and terrible when fully aroused, complete 
the work which your hands have begun. Aid it with your hearts and hands! 
./lid it by your example, your voice, your votes! Aid it in the jury-box, at 
ele polls, by your daily life and conversation, by the public press, by the pen, 
Ylhich is mightier than the sword. Let not the good work flag, Remember 
t:lat eternal vigilance is the price of liberty, Be vigilant in bringing crim- 
bals to justice, :-See to it that the courts and the officers of the law do their 
<.laty, Aid them in the execution of that duty; and in the unswerving in- 
tegrity of manly and honest hearts, looking to that providence who has 
Guided you in douht and danger, who has brought your labors to a successful 
result, may you ever adhere to the true principles of vigilance, sustaining 
the laws when rightly administered, the government when faithful to the 
people, and the supremacy of the people as the source of both government 
and law," 
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C01l1111ent on the foregoing is needless. Li1{e all the 
doculnents clnanating froin that body a candid reader 
cannot fail to discern its Illoderate and dignified spirit, 
and its 
ound and logical reasoning. Truth alone is 
aillled at. The necessity for such an organization is 
clearly proven, and the results 3:ccoul]?lishcd nloder- 
atel)'" given. Thus speak the l1lasters, as they ha\
e 
ever acted, saas lJcur et sans TelJ1"oche. " It is a 
suLlilne picture of self-deuial," exclainls one, "the 
history of the ,Tigilance COlnn1Ïttee; 011e \v hich has 
fc,y parallels in the pages of history." De jilctu the 
state's rulers, they passed untainted through the iu- 
toxicating ordeal of the exercise in secret of ahno
t 
unlilnited po\ver, in the use or nlisuse of \yhich they 
\vel'e responsible only to their God and to each other. 
The follo\ving notice appeared in the public jour- 
nal
 of Septeluber 20, 1856: 


"CO)il\IITTEE OF VIGILANCE. 


" All members in good standing can receive their certificates of member- 
ship by calling on the secretary of the Qualification Committee at 41 Sacra- 
mento street, between the hours of 9 A. 1\1. and 4 p. M, daily, 
" By order, 33, Secretary." 


In l\fay 1857, the executive conlnlittee reinoved 
their chaulbers to a rOOln gratuitously furnished by 
T. J. L. Snliley at the corner of Sacralnento and San- 
SOl11e streets. 
On the 29th of l\Iay, 1857, l\lr Bluxol11e sent in 
his resignation as secretary, in \vhich capacity he had 
served so long and faithfully, and J anles Ludlo\Y ,vas 
elected in his stead. It ,vas decided that the saUle 
signature, nanlely, ' 33, Secretary,' shoul,l he continued 
ill use by the ne,v secretary, and that all edicts 
and comnlunications should be subscribed thcrc\vith. 
Thanks ,vere tendered l\fr Bluxollle under seal of 
the COllllni ttee. 
The record of the Comn1Ïttee of 1856 opens the 
15th of 
Iay, 1856, an(l closes \vith the 3d of N oveUl- 
ber, 1859. The last meetings ,vere held in the oflice 
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of l\Ir Delnpster, froln ten to fifteen n1en1bers usually 
being present. 


TREASURER'S REPORT FROM 
IAY 15TH TO AUGUST 11TH, 1856. 


RECEIPTS. 


Collections in initiation-room, 
Donations, . 
Collections of district committees, . 
Contribution-box in ante-room, . 
Roll-book, . 
Collection of citizens' committee, 
Loans of members of the Executive, 
Collections of delegates, 


. $ 2,189 45 
368 87 
8,9GO 25 
93 90 
2,240 4.3 
. 10,574 79 
1,700 00 
2,902 82 


$29,030 53 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Furniture, blankets, bedding, etc., . 
Police expenditures, 
Rent, 
Horse, hack, and boat hire, . 
Arms and ammunition, . 
Carpenters, painters, lumber, etc" . 
Painting and advertising, . 
Stationery, etc., . 
Provisions, oil, candles, 
Salaries, 
Telegraphing, . 
Passage of prisoners, 
Schooner Exact, . 
San(l-bag fortification, . 
Inciùental expenses, . 
Expenses of wounded members, . 
Cash on hand, . 


. $ 2,242 27 
2,044 12 
l,tWO 00 
1,324 64 
2,637 13 
2,312 88 
230 50 
172 50 
4,615 28 
6,247 54 
51 30 
100 00 
3, 174 02 
685 50 
210 2.3 
536 07 
566 53 


$29,030 53 


TREASURER'S REPORT OCTOBER 9TH, 1856. 


RECEIPTS. 


Collections in initiation-room, 
Donations, 
Collections of district committees, 
Contribution-box in ante-room, . 
Certificate fund, . 
Less paid in full for 1st edition . 
Roll-book, . 
Publication of Terry trial, 
Collections of committee of citizens, 


. . $ 2,189 4.3 
1,506 7:5 
14,638 00 
93 gO 


. $3,5G8 25 
1,772 50 


1,795 75 
2,544 45 
1,100 00 
1,168 00 



AFTER',," ARD. 


Patent douhle-action ballot-box, 
Loans from Executive,. . 
Lcss refunded" . 
Company collections, 
Exhibition of rooms, 


. . . . . . $1,700 00 
. . . . 1,600 00 


DISBURSE
IE:NTS. 


Furniture, blankets, bedding, etc.,. . . . . . 
Police expenditures, . . . . . 
Ren t" , . . . . . . . . . . . 
Horse, hack, and boat hire, . . . . . . 
Arms and ammunition" . . 89,807 87 
Less recei veù from sale of muskets, . . 1,797 50 
Carpenters, painters, lumber, etc" . ........ 
Prin
ing and advertising, . . . .. .... 
Stationery" . . . . . . . .. .... 
Prm-isions, oils, candles, meals, etc" . . . . 
Telegraphing,. . . . . . . 
Passage of exiles,. . . . . .. ........ 
Schooner Exact, . . . . . . . . 3,4.33 81 
Less received for her in full, 2,400 00 
Sand-bag fortifications,. . . . . . . 
:Miscellaneous expenses, . . . . 
Expenses of woundeù members,. . . 
Salaries (all departments included), . . . . . . . . . . 
Cash on hand,. . . . . . . 
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$ 500 CO 


100 00 
5,932 82 
631 46 


$2,330 9.3 
2,079 12 
3,97.3 00 
1,631 64 


8,010 37 
2,381 00 
294 00 
594 93 
.3,748 31 
73 13 
1,62.3 00 


1,0.33 81 
761 2.3 
524 12 
1,327 62 
9,439 60 
230 32 


On the adjournlnent of the Vigilance COIDlnittee 
the county jail contained no prisoners a\vaiting trial, 
and the doleful predictions of the la \V and order 
journals that the occupation of officers of justice 
v..oulll be gone seelned for the nl0!Ilcnt. to be realized. 
But Le not do\vllcast, 0 district attorneys, sheriffs, 
and la\vyers, for \vith the non-interference of the 
people \vho \vere to \vreck society 011 their iUlpious 
fOl'lll-Lreakers, crill1inals \vill take heart again! Never 
fear. And so it "Tas. 
Ilnnlediately after the adjournIllent of the San 
Francisco Vigilance Con1lnittec, high\vaymen becaillc 
very troublesolne throughout the entire state. The 
governor loudly protested his inability to put do\vn 
these guerilla bands. The legislature lllUst vote hinl 
supplies, he said, else he could do nothing. Then 
there \vas talk of organizing vigilance cOlllluittees 
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every,vhere. Indeed, this seen1ed at the tin1e to 
be the only ,yay of exterminating this sort of ver.. 
min. "vVhat kind of a governor is this ,ve have1" 
cries one. '\Vhen the Vigilance Comn1ittee ,yere send- 
ing abandoned characters from the country he could 
easily find the po,ver to attempt to lllake ,var upon 
then1. N o'v ,vhen the aid of the state is desired 
for the protection of the COI:!1Illunity, and not as 
in the other case for its injury, he suddenly finds 
that he has no po,ver. Shame on California to 
permit herself to be so misruled I l\Iay the tillle be 
hastened ,vhen, in the ,vords of a conten1porary, his 
terln of office over, he may "reel fron1 the executiye 
chair back to a congenial obscurity, so far beneath the 
reach of anilnadversion that all his o,vn follies, vices, 
and infalIlies, linked into a chain, could not plun1b hilIl. 
If, by a n1Ïraculous exercise of divine po\ver, the la,v 
of gravitation ,vhich unfortunately holds him to the 
earth, should be, in respect to hilll, annuHed, and he 
should fall a,vay into the ilIlmensity of space as rapidly 
as descends an aerolite for the renu1Ïnder of his years, 
he ,vould not at the end of his career be farther froiH 
the centre of the earth than he ,viII be beneath the 
contelIlpt of an honest man the mOlllent he steps out of 
the governor's chair. We, therefore, are iU1patient for 
the few short \VeekS of his tern1 to pass over." 


An auction sale of the Con1nÚttee's effects ,vas held 
at the Sacralnento-street roon1S the 7th of October. 
It ,vas ,veIl attended, anJ the bidding ,vas spirited. 
T. J. L. Sn1iley, of the executive COllllllittee, stepped 
from the n1ultiform duties of inquisitor, and played the 
part of auctioneer. It ,vas his vocation, no less the 
one than the other. A lot of lun1ber, part composing 
the scaffolding of Brace and Hetherington, and part 
the cells of Casey and Cora, ,yas sold. l'hen follo,ved 
Juattresses, furnituJ'e, utensils, and arlIlS. 
About one thousand feet of lun1ber, of ,vhich the 
prisoners' cells ,vere nlade, sold for seventy dollars; 


. 
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bul1etin-boards ten cents each; cavalry s,vords t\velve 
and a half cents each; street barricade::; nine dollars 
each; one thirty-t,vo pounder t\venty dollars; beside 
,vhich \vere mattresses, blankets, chairs, and table furni- 
ture. Total receipts five or six hundred dollars. Cred- 
itors of the Comnlittee ,vere notified to present their 
bills properly certifieJ before the first of Septernber, 
and receive payment. The bell \vas sold for six hundred 
dollars to the citizens of Petalulna, ,vho hung it in 
the belfry of the baptist church ,vith the understand- 
ing that it should be used not only as a chur('h beU 
but as a city bell. A U1an ,vas engaged to ring it 
three tin1es every day, lllorning, noon, and night; and 
there it relnained until the 29th of .April, 1864, \Vhell 
a 1\1:1' Doyle, ,vho had contributed s0111ething over a 
hundred dollars to\vards its purchase, becoilling ag- 
grieved at some political action of the church, took 
the bell, and stored it in a ,varehouse. But after the 
service it had seen it ,vas not the ben to re111ain in 
ignoble retirement, and had not the people of Peta- 
IUll1a risen en 1nasse and elevated it to its old position 
it \vould have rung out its \vrongs of its o\vn accord. 
The fan10us brass cannon originally belonging to the 
California Guard, ,vhich threatened the jail ,vhile 
Casey and Cora ,vere being led out, ,vas delivered up 
to the state ,vith the other state ar111S. The conlpany, 
naturally desirous of retaining the faithful old trophy, 
petitioned the governor for it, but the request ,vas 
flatly refused. vVeller ,vas then governor. 
rhe l110re 
to place it beyond their reach it ,vas sent to Lo::; 
Angeles at the tiule an appropriation of five thouHanJ 
dollars ,vas B1ade to aid the people of that vicinity in 
hunting banditti. Not a robber did it kill, ho\\'ever, 
but true to its instincts, ,vhen Pancho Daniels \\?as 
taken fron1 prison Dnd executed by the people, there 
stood the old gun, bright and bristling in ab:s
lute 
defiance of governors, statutes, and constitutIons, 
In en acing that very authority \vhich it had been sent 
to sustain. 
POP. TRID" VOL. II, 35 
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Silver medals about the size of a trade dollar \vere 
struck off and furnished to any of the n1embers de- 

iring thenl. On one side round an all-seeing eye 
,vere tho ,vords "Con1nlittee of Vigilance," outside 
of ,vhich, encircling the \vhole, ,vas the line, "Organ- 
ized 9th June, 1851. Reorganized 14th l\fay, 1856." 
Beneath the eye \vere the significant figures" 33." On 
the other side stood Justice \vith s\vord and scaleB; 
beneath, the \vords "San Francisco, California," and 


round the edge, "Be just and fear not. Fiat justitia 
ruat cælunl." 
The birth of Washington we yearly celebrate. 
Every fourth of July ,ve remember our declared inde- 
penJence of any earthly power; and there are those 
,vho hold fest.ive the 9th day of every Septenlber, 
,vhcn, in the year 1850, California beCa111C one of 
the ..L\.1nerican confederacy of states. All this is ,veIl. 
And yet there is that il1vol ved in the proceedings of 
the 18th of August, no,y all unnot.iced and \vell-nigh 
forgotten, of as vast ilnportance to -the race as SOIne 
of these. But the spirit of tha.t day lives, and lives 
inl1110rtal. Let necessity invoke it and straight\vay it 
beccnnes incarnate. It is the spirit of vigilance, that 
essence of aln1Ïghty po\ver by ,vhich the progressiona] 
part of 111a11 regulates the unprogressional part. 
On this, the 18t,h of August, the ,\Tigilance COlll- 
n1Îttee closed their barracks 31111 retained only a 1110ral 
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and invisible organization. This retiring was abso- 
lutely voluntary. I t arose neither from out\vard fear 
nor from in\vard dissension; it \vas hastened by no 
self-destroying cause or extraneous pressure. There 
,vas then no organized force opposing the COlnmittee, 
no danger from ,vhich imnlediate dissolution ","'as the 
sale escape. On the contrary, the personal and prob- 
able pecuniary perils of the leaders \vould be auglTIentcd 
by the dismissal of their forces; and yet these leallcrs 
had spontaneously decreed that this should be. The 
objects ,vhich had been the original and only aim of 
the organization had been happily attained. Both 
life and property in San Francisco \vere no\v far saf0r 
than they had been for years. Aninlosities, though 
daily found by the morbidly distenlpered, \yere slo\yly 
subsi
ing; and already it could be safely assured that 
the softening influence of time, and that generous for- 
bearance 'v hich victors in a noble cause can a] \vays afi
)n t 
to manifest, \voulll eventually dissipate thelll \vholly,alld 
that strong civil bonds should so unite the men1 bel's of 
this Inetropolis as to Inake it the envied of all cities. 
The leaders, moreover, believed that the day "Then 
freedom Inight be secured by force alone had passed, 
and that the peace secured by bayonets rnight no,y 
for its continuance be safely left to ballots. :For their 
O\Yll part they resolved, and to their subordinates they 
reCOIH lllended, the total abstinence principle in poli- 
tics. Thev \vould neither seek nor accept official 
station, ]e
t sorne shado\v of pretence lnight b(
 af- 
forded for the reproach of sinister designs in their 
purely patriotic 11lOVClnent. Enemies there ,yere 
standing ready to brand their purity of purpose alld 
rigid self-denial as office-seeking trickery, such as 
they ,,,"ould only too gladly practise thenlselveR if they 
had the Ilèeessary character, capital, and ability. . 
'
It is yery seldon1," renlarks the London Ti1nc,
, 
"that self-constituted authorities retire \yith grace 
and Jignity, but it is due to the Vigilance C01111nittee 
to say that they have done so." 
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'Ye will proceed no further in this business. 
He hath honour'd me of late; and I haye bought 
Golden opinions from all sorts of people, 
"\Vhich would be worn now in their newest gloss, 
Not cast aside so soon. JJ[acbeth. 


. 
 plague of opinion! a man may wear it on both sides, like a.leathern 
JerkIn. T: . z d Q ' d 
roz us an 'ress't a. 


'VREN, in the autulTIn of 1851, tidings of pistolings, 
thefts, butcheries, lTIurders, and amateur strangulations 
reached the fathers and mothers of those so indulg- 
ing, the kind-hearted of Portland, l\Iaine, circulated 
a petition praying the general governu1ent to send a 
national vessel to California to carry a\yay all ,,
ho 
desired to escape, but ,vho lacked the means. 
There ,vere others besides the old women of 
fail1e, 
80n1e even alnong those \vho undertook to enlighten 
Iuankind through the columns of daily journals, \y ho 
cOITIprehended the existing state of things but little 
better. By the tilne of the disbandment, in 185G, 
lnany had become enlightened. All ,vho desired to 
kno\v the facts could, for the most part, COITIll1and 
thein. There ,vere S0111e lninds, ho\vever, and are yet 
son1e, unable to see the right in the action of the peo- 
ple of California. But happily for the COUlmou-sense 
of lnankind they are not Inany. 
Often at a distance tho action of the people \\
a8 
supposed to spring fron1 a seditious spirit, a riotous 
di
position} and a general tendency to capricious skit- 
( 648 ) 
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tishness, \vhen the very reverse \vas the case. Thus 
the 11lovelnent at one tilne tended to check iU1u1ÎO'ra- 
tion \vhen it should haye encouraged it. At the Èa
t 
and in Europe the C01l1lnittee \vas thought of and 
talked of very nluch as \ve \yould think and Rpeak (.f 
the Cannibal Island king and his cabinet-a Llood- 
thirsty set \vatching at the portal ready to s\vaUo\y all 
incoluers; \vhen in reality they \vere n1ild-lnannerc\1 
hUlnane 111en, \vho, though they \vould not hesitate to 
strangle strangers on occasion, \vould not, \yithout 
provocation, harm a fly. In due tin1e the COlllluittee 
becalne kno\vn as they \vere, sin1ply a. yoluntary 
police and self-constituted court of justice con1bined, 
\vatching \"ith fatherly care over the city \vhile it 
slept. Surely there \vas nothing frightful in thi
3; 
yet to this day sonle look back upon that uprising as 
the lilanifestation of a ravenous appetite for blood and 
social disorder. 
All the evils incident to f::unine, \var, and pestilence 
\vore charged upon the Vigilance COlnnlittee a
 tho 
result of their reign of terror. "In the fir
t place," 
they cried, "California is rapidly being depopulatoll. 
Stean1er after 
tean1er carries a\vay its living freight, 
and the journa1s \vhich have supported the \Tigilance 
C01l1nlittee since its COnìll1enCen1ent, no,v in extrenle 
\vOndCrn1ent cast about for the cause of this unex- 
pected lllovenìent east\vard. ..L\gain, it is evident to 
cyerybody \vho takes the trouble to exan1Ïne critically 
the shiplnents of treasnre by every stean1er, that 
foreign capital is being \vithdra\vn in large quantitie
 
fron1 this country. This fact is adlnittcd by the 
Vigilance COlnmittee organs, anù in this case also 
,vith a charn1ing naïveté they inquire the cause." 
On the \vhole the San ,-Francisco executive ('0111- 
Inittce of vigilance \yas perhaps the Ino
t rCl11arkaLI
 
bu<ly of Inen knO\Vll to the annals of nlankind. Esseu- 
tially autocratical in the derivation of their authority, 
their duties ,vere prescribed by no statutC::5 and their 
acts subject to the criticisn1 of no cabal. They \Vere 
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those 1vho led and l1lade the people follo\v; not as 
slayes or serfs, but as thinking freenlen ,vho \yero 
proud to repose iUlplicit trust in these their honored 
fello,v-citizens. 
Excesses a
e usually confined to a sll1all part of the 
C0l1lll1unity; outrages to still fe,ver. The average 
citizen, even ,vhen excited, pauses before a deed ab- 
horrent to his reason. The mass of the people in COll- 
eerted action are generally right either 'v holly or in 
part. But in every reforlnatory 1110VClllent there are 
a fe,v \v ho ,vi th no other guide to their passions than 
the internal blaze of exciteulent, beconle insane, and 
act like brutes, or nlen bereft of reason. Such people 
IDay be unadvised of the counsels and purposes of the 
nlass, luay easily Inisinterpret the popular tenlper or 
,yill, or they l1lay imagine thclllsel ves Ininisters of 
npright feeling and pure principles, ,vhen in truth they 
are acting under the infatuation of personal antipathy, 
prejudice, or resentment. Happily failure is the fate 
of excess. 
Any social n10velnent resting on other founJa- 
tion than COlnnlon good quickly falls to the ground. 
Nothing sooner extinguishes the fire even of pure 
patriotisln or pure religion than excess on the part 
of votaries. The ,vild and thoughtless of any popular 
lllovement are sooner or later brought to their level 
by the Inajority, else the Il10vement dies. Hence 
,ve luay be sure that long continued action, in any 
one direction, of a large or po,verful part of the body 
social is founded upon right and reason. 
Although regarded by eastern and European social 
conservatives as revolutionary and anarchical, the 
closer observers of the social and political c1evelop- 
11lent of California sa,v the great popular uprising in 
a clearer light. The N e\v York IIeralcl could not 
read the account of the taking of Casey and Cora 
fi'Olll the scoundrels' sanctuary, the county jail, ",vith- 
out a thrill of adnliration for the nerve and coolness 
of the arilled citizens." 
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Says the N e\v York Coupier and Enquirer: 


"The likeness which may exist between two things radically different, is 
strikingly illustrated by the events in California, of which we received full 
and apparently correct accounts on Saturday, In almost any other city in 
the civilized world, or for that matter in the half-civilized world, a successful 
combination of the citizens for the rescue of a criminal' from the custody of 
the officers of the law would not only be anarchy, but anarchy in its very 
worst form; but a dispassionate consideration of the reports which have 
reached us, making all reasonable allowance for the color which they have 
received from the excited state of those by whom and for whom they were 
written, compels the conclusion that the San Franciscans dicIno more than 
duty and dire necessity demanded, Not only so; our admiration is com- 
manded no more by the promptness and decision of their action than by the 
dignity and decorum which seems to have accomplished it." 


The editor of the Washington Star ,vrites: 


"The action of the people of San Francisco in the case, evinces that 
though persons without character and of desperate purposes have in too many 
instances managed by dernagogism, perjury, fraud, and conspiracy, to obtain 
position as public men, they stood ready to abate such nuisances whcn they 
hecame absolutely unbearable, by a resort to tàe first law of nature, to the 
right of self-protection. The country contains no more uncompromising op- 
ponent of mob law than ourself; for we are among those who, were we forced 
to choose between the two, would prefer to Ii ve unùer the despotism of :1 
single ruler, than to exist at the mercy of a mob; the difference heing, pr<:.c- 
tically, that between the condition of personal safety and prÎ\Tate rights in 
France, at this timc, the government of Louis Kapoleon being that of the 
will alone, and their condition, after the reyolution of 1702, when it was but 
necessary for the most worthless, brutal, and degraded person to point :m 
unfounded accusation against the purest and must useful citizen, to insure 
the summary hanging of the latter on the nearest lamp-post, hy infuriated 
B(WS clllottf's, K everthcIess, though shameful abuses of our system of goyern- 
ment, for the consummation of which the ul1settle<l condition of new.\meri- 
can communities affords too many opportunitics, and experience teaches-more 
especially where so many thousands of worthless })ersons have been attractetl 
hy the temptations of the gold-,vashings and mines-so many of those chosen 
to be punishers of crime awl conservators of thc public peace prove confed- 
erates of and sympathizers with criminals, as that the law in such cases is 
}Jowerless, anù justicc but a mockery-the jury trial being little more than 
an institution to aid the escape of the worst enemies of socicty," 


" The people of San Francis('() acted ,voll," declares 
the N e,v Orleans Delta. "In N o\V Orlean
 the? lUlU'- 
clerer ,voulù ren1ain unpunished; .a shalll exanIillatioll 
before Recorder Bright \yould \vipe a\vay even tho 
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faintest recollection of it and all the concon1itant cir- 
CU111stances. But in San Francisco it is different. 
The people are stronger than the bullies and the 
gainblers, and accordingly the respectable citizens, the 
lnerchants and property-holders, turned out and de- 
111anded the N e\v Yorker \vho Inurdered King fronl the 
hands of the sheriff, and have probably hanged hin1 
before no\v. They did right. When the forinal judi- 
ciary and executive are not capable of decisive action, 
the populace does the ,vork and does it \vell." 
The Boston Jo
trnal thus discusses the question: 
"""'e cannot justly call the Committee of Vigilance a mob, for it has the 
countenance and support, direct or indirect, of all the respectable portion of 
the community, The press, the pulpit, and business men generally sustain 
the summary proceedings of those who, influenced as they honestly believe 
by stern necessity, have taken the administration of the law into their own 
hanùs, To denounce them as law-breakers and lawless, would be to denounce 
the law-making power! Living as we do in well regulated communities, 
where justice is almost uniformly administered, where crying evils have their 
appropriate remedies, and where the law is almost uniformly administered by 
competent and faithful officers, we cannot realize the state of things which 
exists in California, 'Ve cannot fully comprehend the terrible necessity for 
wresting the administration of the law from its regularly constituted officers, 
and for dealing out justice to an offender ill a summary manner. 'Ve know, 
however, that self-preservation is the first law of nature, and that it is a law 
which is as applicable to communities as to individuals, Society has a right 
to protect itself against the evil designs of the vicious and the depraved, and 
it does this in well-regulated communities by stringent criminal laws, and by 
the choice of competent officials to administer those laws, and to mete out 
impartial justice to offenders, In California, if the laws are stringent, the 
officials, and particularly the juries, are corrupt and venal, and it is the con- 
sequent uncertainty of the administration of justice which has impelled the 
people to take the matter out of the hands of the courts, and in their sover- 
eign capacity to mete out justice to notorious offenders." 


"'Vhen assassins of influence," asks the N e\v York 
J.';undo!J Ti1nes, "are enabled to t\vist the legal nleshcs 
so as to suit their o\vn operations, \vhen they can 
openly put those to death, ,vith the bo\vie-knife or 
the bullet, \yhose honesty they fear or \vhose presence 
js en1barrassing, ,yhat can a community do but fall 
hack on its natura! rights, and personally 111aintain 
that standard of peren1ptory justice ,vhich the exigency 
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delllands and the authorities are too corrupt to en- 
force 1" 
On the other side, I find in the N O\V York Con
- 

nerci(ll Advel'tiser the follo\ying: 


" It is impossible to read the California papers brought by the Geo'J"fle Law, 
without deep concern and regret at the condition, moral and social, of the city 
of San Francisco, The picture is saddening in the extreme. "r e had hope(l 
that the days of lynch law. and illegal administration of the law's penalties, 
had foreyer passed away in California; and that in San Francisco at least, 
where the machinery of legislative, administrative, and executive gO\?ernment is 
complete, secret vigilance commi ttees, and other self -a ppoin ted and irresponsible 
tribunals, would never again be known, . In common with all lovers of law and 
order, we have suffered hitter disappointment, At this distance from the scene 
of action, it is impossible to divine all the causes that have led to the sudden 
overthrow of government in the state of California-for such is practically 
the condition of things there-and the substitution of a secret tribunal and 
of popular lawless vengeance for the proceedings of criminal courts. 'Vhat- 
ever may have been the causes, however, the effects were likely to be most 
lamentable and disastrous." 


Obviously the Advertiser's editor ,vas a careful reader 
of l\Ir Nugent's \vritings, for he goes on to say: 


" Other eviùences of excited passion and tyrannical disposition on the part 
of the Vigilance Committee organization accompany its proceedings, A de- 
termined effort has been made to crush the San Francisco IIerald becausè it 
had the manliness to assert that the law and the officers of the law should 
alone deal with offenders against the laws, This clearly shows the temper of 
the whole proceeding, The thing is radically wrong, Once let it be estab- 
lished that private citizens, whatever their number and respectability, may 
take the administration of justice into their own hands when they think it is 
too tardily administered by the popularly elected authorities, and a ùespotism 
ensues more oppressive and cruel than that of any individual sovereignty." 


And thus the Boston Trrt
'elle'ì': 


"It is impossible to justify the resort to popular power which has follo-wed 
this outrage in California, except upon grounds of absolute revolution, for 
which no apparent necessity exists. It seems, on the contrary, that the con- 
stituted authorities .were disposed to do their duty in the premises, that they 
were not even dilatory in the discharge of the proper functions. The offend
r 
was arrested and confined in jail; hut the excited community was too impa. 
tient for justice or revenge to await the course of law. If the authoritics 
had failed to do their duty, there would have been more excuse for this dig. 
orderly and dangerous step, It was certainly ùue to law and orùer to await 
the operation of the constituted forms of justice. Revolutionary measurcs 
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can only be justified upon the ground that society is suffering under evils for 
'which no legal constitutional remedy can be founù, The Hrrald seems to 
have maintained its position manfully, and already, as we l)erceive by the 
latest number receiveù, a reaction in its favor has commenced,." 


Had this luan of Boston been in San Francisco at 
the tinle, he \vould have been seen some dark night, 
standing on the outer ran1parts of Fort Gunnybags, 
\vith a lllusket in one hand and dra\vn s\vord in the 
other, and three N e\v England butcher-knives, and 
six Springfield revolvers under his belt, patiently 
\vatching for a Johnson or a Ho\vard to appear that 
he n1Ïght annihilate hin1. So often are opinions the 
result of accident. 
The N e\v York Tribune in a temperate COlnlTIentary 
on the subject says : "We fervently trust that this 
state of things 111ay not be protracted. Should it be, 
personal interests and enmities \vill creep in, and tho 
little finger of the Vigilance Con1Inittee \vill be found 
thicker than the loins of the legal and regular, though 
corrupted, adn1inistration of justice." 
" l\luch alarnl is felt by individuals in the eastern 
st.ates," says the Pennsylvania Eru
rllirer, "\vho have 
friends and relatives in San Francisco. They fear 
that other exciting scenes have taken place, and that 
further blood has. been shed. The real conùition of 
affairs in that city is not understood, and it is difficult 
to conceive a state of social disorder so deplorable as 
to authorize the high-handed conduct of the Conl- 
111ittee of Vigilance. Private letters generally, it is 
but right to add, sustain the COlnmittee." 
The N e\v York National Denlocrat observes: 


"If the same energy which prompted the formation of the Committee and 
organized the armed force that assaulted the jail had been directed to 
strengthen the regular course of justice as public opinion can do it, there 
would have been no Deed for the outbreak, The indifference to crime which 
is so natural in a community situated like California, induces laxity and en- 
courages disorder, until they reach such a height that yigilance committees 
anù lynch law step in and make a general jail delivery, warll ofl' rogues, and 
strike that terror into evil.ùoers which courts and juries cannot inspire. It 
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is only in rare instance3 that mobs can effect any good. The precedent is 
bad, the law of passion cannot be trusted, and the slow process of reform in 
the administration of justice is more safe to rely on than the action of any 
revolutionary çommittee, no matter how great may be the apparent necessity. 
Such bursts of popular sympathy do not inspire that sense of personal safety 
"hich good government ought to secure, Better to endure the evil of the 
escape of criminals than to inaugurate a reign of terror, which to-day may 
punish one guilty head, and to-morrow wreak its mistaken vengeance on 
many innocent lives." 


And thus, loudest and strongest of all, the Phila-- 
delphia 
""orth American: 


"The state of California has never been remarkable for its law-abiding 
character, but we had supposed that the severe ordeal through which it passed 
during the former reign of lynch courts and vigilance committees had purified 
the atmosphere sufficiently to leave no further necessity for a resort to so 
desperate remedies, Formerly the offenders, against whom the summary code 
of Judge Lynch was levelled, were robbers, incendiaries, and convicts from 
Australia, Tasmania., etc" persons who committed crimes from no other motive 
than the lllere desire for plunder. The community seems to have, in a great 
measure, got rid of these. But lo! in the midst of an era of peace, prosperity, 
and general security, the law is suddenly ejected from the judgment-scat, the 
prison surrounded by a mob, self-constituted committees nullify the authority 
of courts, juries, judges, police, sheriffs, mayors, p,nd other functionaries, and 
seize the reins, This may be all right, but we must confess that to us it looks 
ås though it were all wrong, No matter what may be the plea urged in justi- 
fication, it is rank rebellion and revolution, as much so as anything that ever 
happened in :Mexico or Central America, A single murder, however unpro- 
voked, is no excuse for the subversion of all law, and we trust this California 
outbreak may end in the signal punishment of its authors. Assuredly if the 
govcrnor of the state be a man of the proper nerve, he will at once adopt the 
most energetic measures to restore order and suppress insurrection, This is 
the second time that the administration of justice in San Francisco has been 
made the excuse for a mere mob to overturn the lawful authorities anù elect 
irresponsible agents to wreak their vengeance on a few offenders. Had the 
first outrage of the kind been fully met and resisted by the state authorities, 
as it should have been, the second one would not have occurred. And if the 
present disturbance be calmly tolerated, the same thing !hay be at any time 
repeated, ,vhenever popular passion or prejudice happens to be wrought up to 
the proper pitch. The rule of the Vigilance Committee in San Francisco is 
the reign of anarchy and terrorism, Its members are far more dangerous to 
the community than the gamblers whom they persecute. They are the 
worst possible enemies to the peace and prosperity of the state, since they 
nullify at their pleasure the laws which are the shield of the citizen against 
oppression, Let us hope that the press in the Atlantic states will ùo its duty 
in the present instance, and meet this outrage with the ùenunciation which 
it mcrits." 
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The N e,v York Tribune indulges in the follo\ving: 


"There is a subtile and delicate flavor about California crime not to be 
matcheà by the felonies of any other known locality. They taste of the soil. 
There is a region in Sardinia the bitterness of whose earth is perceptible in 
its honey; and delicate tasters have noticed in wines of eastern France a 
flavor of flint; in those of Burgundy a smell like that of the sprouts of the 
wild eglantine, and a taste of faded rose leaves. And the soil seems to trans- 
mit its quality to human actions, as well as its flavors to honey and wine, or 
grapes, or laurel blossoms, Here is a record of a little criminal drama in 
five acts enacted on the borders of the Pacific, in which one vVhitney, having 
a sum of money in bank, and owing an equal sum, consulted one Dixon as 
to the best means of avoiding payment. Dixon promptly counselled that \Yhit. 
ney should withdraw the money and lodge it secretly in his hands, so that it 
could not be attached by legal process, This was done; but when 'Yhitney 
desired to withdraw the sum from his ingenious and guileless friend, the 
latter denied all knowledge of the transaction, Thereupon the despoiled 
\Vhitney craves the interposition of the law, and makes a clean breast of it. 
The legal myrmidons overhaul Dixon, and it is at last discovered that he has 
made over the cash to an evil woman named Richardson, with the under. 
standing they are both to fly, rejoining each other in a distant city where they 
can diffuse the booty in peace. Searching and urgent investigation of this 
person disclosed the fact that she bad just perfected her arrangements to throw 
overboard her fellow-felon and run away with another man; a man of the 
hoodlum order, with a taking eye and a correct taste in hair-oil. Search for 
this young man brought to light the amusing fact that he had spent quite a 
good portion of the money in purchasing a fugitive outfit for another young 
woman, who, as soon as she had got the articles, did literally and actually fly 
with another young man about whom nothing is known, except that he seems 
to be the only one in this strange succession of criminals who has reaped any 
of the fruit of the original crime. Considering the extreme complication and 
emharrassment of everybody concerned, and the small likelihood that he ,viII 
ever get any of his money back, it is possible that vVhitney now almost 
wishes that instead of mobilizing his capital in that secret fashion he had 
CJ. uietl y paid his debts with it," 


The follo\ving on the cant 
Dickens' Household TVOTds IS 
paper considering its source: 


of law-abiding fron1 
quite a remarkable 


"\Ve avow for our own part that whensoever at public meeting, dilmer, 
testimonial presentation, charity-election, or other spoutation ceremony, we 
find, which we always do, an orator approaching an Englishman's respect for 
the law, our heart dries up within us, a11(1 terror paralyzes our frame, As the 
dreadful old clap-trap begins to jingle, we become the prey of a deep-seated 
Inelallcholy and a miserable despair, \Ye know the thing to have passed into 
a fulsome form, out of \vhich the life has gone, and into which putrefaction 
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has come. On common lips we perceive it to be a thing of no meaning, and 
on lips of authority we perceive it to have gradually passed into a thing of 
most pernicious meaning. For what does it mean? 'Yhat is it? 'Yhat has 
it come to? 
"Here it is: '
Iy good man, John Bull, hold up your hand and hear me! 
You are by no means to stir a finger to help yourself, or to help another man. 
Law has undertaken to take care of you, and to take care of the other man 
whoever he may be. You are the foremost man of all this world in regard of 
respecting the law. Call in the law, John, on all occasions. If you can find 
the law round the corner, run after it and bring it on the scene when you see 
anything wrong; but don't you touch the wrong on any consideration, 
Don't you interfere whatever you see. It's not your business, Call in the 
law, John. You shall not take the law into your own hands. You are a 
good boy, John, anù your business is to be a by-stander, and a looker-on, amI 
to be thought for, and to be acted for. That's the station of life unto which 
you are called, Law is an edge-tool, John, and a strong arm, and you have 
nothing to do with it. Therefore, John, leave this all-sufficient law alone, to 
achieve everything for you, and for everybody else. So shall you be m.er, 
ever the pride and glory of the earth; so will we make patriotic speeches 
about you, and sing patriotic songs about you, out of number,' 
"So, by degrees, it is our sincere conviction, John gets to be humbugged 
into believing that he is a first-rate citizen if he looks in at a shop-window 
while a man is being murdered, and if he quietly leaves the transaction en- 
tirely to law, in the person of the policeman who is not there, So, when law 
itself is down on the pavement in the person of the policeman, with brute 
force dancing jigs upon his body, John looks on with a faith in law's coming 
uppermost somehow or other, and with a conviction that it is law's business 
and not his." 


Some time after the disbandment the editor of 
the N e\v York Tribune \vrites: 


"A cursory view of history affords us nothing like the San Francisco 
Vigilance Committee. The last mail from California brings us an address 
which may be regarded substantially as the abdication of its authority, It 
surrenders with a grace quite germane to its original pretensions, In its 
manifesto, without abandoning its vigorous and at the same time quiet grasp 
upon illicit authority, it pays tribute to the law and the constitution; amI 
decrees that it will hang no more thieves and murderers, if only the regularly 
constituted judicial authorities will perform the necessary strangulation. 
And the gentlemen of the executive committee appear to have arrived at the 
conclusion that hereafter it will be safe to allow juries to convict and judges 
to sentence. Petit larcenous persons will have no more chance; the burglari- 
ously disposed will be packed off to the state-prison which cost so llluch 
money; the judges have grown suddenly honest, and the jurors models of 
incorruptibility; anJ so the Vigilance Committee, having done its wurk, re- 
tires. 'Ye cannot permit it to retire without paying it a certain meed of 
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respect. 1rithout pretending to vindicate, we may say something in extenu- 
ation of its usurpations, 
"And, first, of these usurpations. Anything more equitable can hardly 
be discovered in the world's annals. The formation of the first Committee 
was a revolution without the excesses of a revolution. 'Ve think we may 
say that, in all the records of popular uprisings, nothing can be found to 
clul,llenge it. Here were men deserting their daily and most profitable avoca- 
tions, risking their own lives and liberty, flouting to their very faces the 
lcgally constituted judicial authorities, ignoring the state jurisdiction, spend- 
hlg their personal money freely, since the public expenditure brought no re- 
quital, determined that, at all hazards, there should be no more miserable 
marauding and murdering in San Francisco. The immensely flagrant must 
Ewing, the suspicious and disreputable may give lcg-bail. ' But, hcreafter,' 
said this Vigilance Committee, 'we will not live in this perpetual condition 
of alarm. I-Iereafter the bread shall not be stolen from the very lips of our 
dearest. Judges are false, juries are venal. No scoundrel, however scoun- 
drelly, but goes unwhipped of justice. On the other hand, he whips us, who 
EtrÌ\Tes to be honest, Ergo, if ,ve catch him purloining or murdering we shall 
be under the necessity of requiring him to walk out of this upper-story door 
of a warchouse, with a new hempen cravat, by us for him especially devised 
and twistcd, As for the minor sinners, let them, in the devil's name, depart, 
TInder the pain of capital execution if they return,' A notable resolution, 
suggestive, undoubtedly, of anarchy, and easily to be proved illegal, by the 
smallest reference to the smallest law library in this country. Very terrible, 
no doubt, to the adventurous gentlemen who were compelled to walk out of 
the elevated doors. Positively inconvenient to the hard workers at private 
l)ockets, Quite disgusting to the burglars. A perfect misery to the mur- 
derers, A general bursting up of speculations not upon good terms with the 
Etatutes, Honesty to be observed, upon pain of dancing upon nothing, Very 
bad! It is due to these Vigilant Committees, both the first and the second, 
to say that in DO one instance have we discovered any abuse of their 
authority, nor any attempt to cmploy their power for private ends. "\Ve 
cannot learn that either of them have hanged any pcrson who did not, as 
human opinion goes, richly dcserve hanging. The people banished were just 
tilC pcoplc to be banished; and it is only to be objected that no one has a 
right to obtrude his personal nuisances upon his neighbors, The gentlemen 
who, tor the sake of social order, cheerfully sulnnitteJ themselves to the 
cÌlant:c of indictment, sentence, and execution, must ha,ye taken ,.cry wide, 
and we iear that we must aùd, very wise views of public responsibility, :Xo 
Inore than revolutions are Vigilance Committees to be recommended, But, as 
necessity knows no law, we do not propose to prescribe laws for neces
ity, 
.And yet all of us will be pleased to learn that the police condition of Cali- 
fornia authorizes the virtual disbanding of the Vigilance Committee, Law 
is certainly better than anarchy, whenever anarchy is llOt the bctter law." 


There ,vere many fears expressed at the tin1e, in 
California and else\v here, as to the permanent evil re- 



D...\KGER OF REACTION. 


G.:;O 


suIts follo,ving this unnatural state of society in the 
l)opular assulnption of po,ver, and in the reaction ,vhich 
lllust ensue. But indeed such fears ,vere unnecessary. 
V pon 'v hat should it react? The demonstration its;lf 
,vas a reaction, a reaction of crime upon its O\Vll head. 
It ,vas the bursting of accumulated social abuses, the 
natural result of a long sequence of political evils. As 
"
elllnight one caut,ion the physician to be,vare of the 
reaction of the disease one had brought on one's self. 
vVith the removal of the moral rottenness ,vhich fer- 
Inented the outbreak, there ,vas nothing for the nlove- 
n1ent to react upon. To suppose the busy nlerchants 
composing the executive cOlnnlittee desirous of office, 
or of subverting righteous rule ,vhich should protect 
then1 and their property against villainy, ,vas prepos- 
terous. Had they,vished to rule they l11ight easily haye 
111ade themselves governors, legislators, and judges, in 
the legiti111ate ,yay, and ,vithout resorting to violence. 
N or ,vas it against those that 111isruled thenl, even, 
that their ,vrath ,vas directed, but the ene111Y of those 
so-called rulers, ,vho111 ,vith their la\v they could not 
reach. The men of la,v and government should have 
risen in a body and have thanked these merchants for 
thus relieving them of a monster with which they 
could not successfully cope. 
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THE CASE OF HERBERT-FEDERAL FRO'VNINGS. 


}.ien the most infamous are fond of fame, 
And those who fear not guilt, yet start at shame. 
Churchill. 


ALMOST sinlultaneously ,vith the heralding to the 
,vorld of these deeds of blood in California, ,vas a 
lllurùer, perpetrated hy one of California's representa- 
tives in congress, ,vhich should. heap yet higher 
blasting ignominy upon the head of our devoted 
country. On the 8th of J\fay, in Washington city, 
shortly after eleven o'clock A.1\1., Philip T. Herbert, 
111en1ber of the house of representatives from Califor- 
nia, entered Willard's Hotel, ,vherc he took his Ineals, 
a nd called for his breakfast. The ,vai tel" placed before 
hinl all at his command, and then inforn1eù the honor- 
able gentlen1an fron1 California that to obtain a hot 
breakfast fro111 the kitchen at that hour, an order 
fronl the office ,vas necessary. This 'vas the provoca- 
tion. For this the chivalrous gentlelllan deemed 
hilllself ,varranted in killing the nlenial. Nor ,vouIc! 
his la,v and order friends in California, though they 
1night not openly justify the act, have hinl hanged for 
it, as he richly deserved. 
After applying to this and other servants in the room 
epithets too disgustingly profane for record, he rose 
froll1 the table and struck one Tholl1as Keating on 
the back of the neck ,vith his fist. The ,vaiter turned 
upon his honorable assailant; other ,vaiters carHe to 
his assistance; a Californian friend of Herbert's rushed 
to his rescuo, and for a time plates and chairs ,,,,ere in 
( 5(iü ) 
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livcly COn11110tion. To be short-for I can assure the 
reader I take neither pride nor pleasure in recording 
it-in the lnicb,t of the 1nêléc Herbert dre\v frolll hi.3 
pocket a revolver, and putting it to the breast of 
I
eating, shot hiln through the lungs. The victin1 dicel 
in five n1inutes. No more dastardly deed blots the 
annals of California. Cora's 111urder, Casey's Inurder, 
,yere acts of heroisll1 con1pared to this. A representa- 
ti ye of California in congress, to kill a hotel ,vai tcr 
for not doing \v hat \vas ahsolutely beyond his po\ver 
to do I And yet the lnurderer \vas not hanged. He 
\yas not even punished. He ,vas a congressl11an and 
his victinl a poor Irishman; besides, his constituentR 
at hOJ118 ,vere behaving but little better. There ,vas 
Bot a decent luan in California ,vho ,vhen he heard of 
the act \vas not sick \vith shame that he lived in a 
country,vhere such nlen ,vere chosen for office. Her- 
bert ,vas a l\Iariposa n10nte-dealer. He \vas of the 
class con1posing the la\v and order party, as ,vas J oha 
B. \Veller, United States senator frol11 California, ,,,,ho 
yolunteerccl his services to obtain Herbert's release 
frolH the courts, on the ground of his position as 
representative of a sovereign state. Cool. 
Yet not to be uncharitable, I can easily see ho,v it 
n1Ïght all come about naturally enough. This luan 
Herbert did not go into the breakfast-room that 
lllorning \vith the intention of killing a servant. TlaJ 
he not carried a pistol, probably he \vould have been 
beaten by the \vaiters as he deserved, and that ,vould 
haye becn the end of it; and this ll1ay be a C0111- 
Jllcntary against the carrying of deadly ,venpons by 
iraseiLle politicians. He had been drunk the night 
before, had 1,-1st heavily at the ga111ing-table, and he 
,yont into the hotel ,vith his head exceedingly sorc. 
One "
ord, one deed, led to another, and in the heat 
of passion thi
 brute-no, I ,yill not so defaule the 
alliulal creation-this hlllnan hyena, politically, pa- 
triotically, chivalrously lllurdered an Irish ,vai
cr tor 
not bringing hiln a hot breakfast from the kItchen 
Pop, TBlB., VOL, II, 36 
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after the breakfast hour had passed and h8 could not 
get it. Blush, California! IIide thy head in shanle! 
This, thy representative! VV ould that the San Fran- 
cisco COlnlllittee of Vigilance had been in Washington 
at the time. 
The grand jury of vVashington indicted hill), and for 
a short tinle he ,vas ilnprisoned. Even this Philip 
regarded as a great hardship. The Dutch Inin- 
ister, Du Bois, ,vho ,yas in the dining-rooln at tho 
tinlc, thre,v himself back upon the privileges of !liB 
position and refused to testify, greatly to the preju- 
dice of justice and his o,vn honor. Had it been a 
Dutch ,,-raiter instead of an Irish ,vaiter, the Dutch 
lllinister ,voulcl have given his eviùence. It ,voult! 
have been his business to have done so. But ,yhat 
,,"as the life of an Irish ,vaiter to a Dutch lllinister'? 
On the first trial the jury disagreed; on the second 
alrnost as a nlatter of course the criminal ,vas acquit- 
ted. Ho,v good the la.,v to such as Laura Fair and 
Philip Herbert; but a poor friendless J\fexican or 
lrishinan it must needs bravely hang for example's 
sake. Not long after 'Vashington had another 
hUlniliation, if such scenes humiliate her, in that 
display of cutthroat chivalry made by Brooks of 
South Carolina in his attack on Senator Sumner, so 
that California stood not alone in her infamous glory. 
Shame loves C0111pany. 
Herbert in his younger days left Alabama for 
having killed a fello,v-student at college in Tus- 
caloosa. The heart sickens at the recital of such 
disgusting deeds-deeds far more clanlning in the 
sight of God and all just lllen \vhen perpetrated by 
persons of some cultivation, than \vhen done by 
beings brute-Io,v in instincts and ignorance. ]j-'rolll 
IllY soul I pity the poor w'Tetch who in a fit of drunken 
frenzy plunges his knife into the breast of a c0111rade, 
only the next InOlllent to be\vail the loss of a friend, 
no less than the consequences of his sin. I could 
stand Lcsido that Cali ban upon tho scaffold, and 
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wipe the perspiration fron1 his bloated face and call 
him brother, even though Caliban's country ,vas not 
IllY countrJ, even though, blessed be God, Caliban's 
nlother and childhood ,vere not my lnother and child- 
hood. But if there be in hunlan form a fiend, if there 
be aught the s,veet heaven sllliles on fit only for Tar- 
tarean depths, such an one is he to ,vhonl God has 
given intellect, culture, and opportunity, but ,y ho 
froln his o,vn inherent baseness prostitutes all in the 
hot-bed of loathsorne passion. 
ro feed the fire under 
such a soul one ,vould alnlost serve as deputy to Satan. 
Such ,vere the nlon the odiunl of ,vhose sins good 
citizens had to bear. And next to the disgrace at- 
tending the murder ,vas the disgrace attending the 
defence of the lllurderer by California's senator, a de- 
fence ,vhich seell1ed to nlake all California a party to 
IIerbert's villainy. But this ,vas only on a par ,\Tith 
la,v and order governlnent at hOlne. There ,vere 
l1lany desperate characters ,,,ho did no ,vorse in Cali- 
fornia than at the east. But those ,vere not the 
people of California. "vV e tell this senatorial apolo- 
gist for the crilne of a congressn1an that California's 
heart beats ,vith no response to the appeal he lllade," 
spake the voice of the Pacific. "\V e tell hin1 that the 
picture presented of the ,vido,v of that poor lrislnnall 
bearing her babe to the court-house, and in the frenzy 
of her grief calling upon it to look upon the IllUl"- 
de reI' ,vhose act lnade it an orphan, Blakes nHLny a 
heart here swell \vith sympathy for that nlother antI 
that child, and indignation against hin1 'v ho ,vi th 
cruel hand sle,v the one to 'VhOUl both 100kc(1 for 
support. We tell hiln that his constituents Lo,,, 
their heads ,vith shame to recognize in such a III an as 
IIerberl their representative. \V c tell Senator ,V cl- 
ler that his defence of the lllurdercr Herbert does 
him no honor here." 
Ay, next to the sin of the murderer is the sin of 
the advocate or judge ,vho by reason of that yery 
,vealth, intelligence, and position ,vhich should have 
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taught the haughty criminal better behavior, by reason 
of those very circumstances ,vhich add tenfold to his 
dan1nation, shields hinI, \vinks at his \vickedness, and 
lets him go free. I t is enough to disenchant a Inan of 
humanity, and make hilll long for a brute existence. 
I f in this same 1nêlée the congressrnan had been 
killed, ,,
ould not the ,vaiter have hanged ? Yet the 
congresslllan, because he ,vas a congressman, and a 
gentlelnan, as chivalry would call hinl-yes, gentle as 
Genseric, the scourge of God-\vas indicted for 111an- 
slaughter only, and after giving bail in the sun1 of ten 
thousand dollars, took his seat in the house as if 
nothing had happened. Said one of the discrimi- 
nating con1mentators on the characters of t,vo of this 
class, Herbert and J.VIcICibben: "Phil is a scamp by 
nature and profession. He ,vill cheat at the ganlÎng- 
table, but Mac is an honorable man and plays al\vays 
on the square." 
The quality of la\v and order representation in con- 
gress as manifest in John B. Weller and Philip T. 
Herbert \vas certainly not such as to do credit to their 
cause. If all were a; they, the law-makers of Wash- 
ington could but feel that in truth there ,vas need of 
røgeneration. 
"Every lover of republican institutions," says 
W eller, when Inade governor-for California did make 
this ruffian-defender governor-in his inaugural of the 
8th of January, 1858, "lllust deplore the disposition 
so frequently manifested by a portion of the people ill 
different sections of the country, to take the la\v into 
their ovvn hands, and place the regularly organized 
tribunals at defiance. Ours is emphatically a govern- 
nIent of la,v, and that la\v is the essence of popular 
\vill as expressed through constitutional channels. 
In its execution the sovereignty of the people is mani- 
fested. It llla.y be that the lavl sOlnetimes fails to 
give adequate protection to person and property, but 
the fault \viII generally be found ,vith the people 
then1selves." The politicians ,vere pure, the la,v ,vas 
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perfect; the people only needed regeneration. 'Vell! 
there ,vas too much truth in the charge; only the 
people ,vith the mote in their eye could see the justice 
of the remark n10re clearly if the political beanl ,vas 
removed from the eye of those ,vho made it. 
Not a ,vord condemnatory of Herbert's conduct 
nor of 'V eller's course the IIerald 111akes; not a ,vord 
of COll1mentary even. Still harping on the Vigilance 
C0111mittee and their acts; still inventing excuses for 
every outrage committed, for every villain arrested. 
So small a n1atter as the killing of an Irishlllan Ly 
the representative of the la,v and order party at 
'Vashington ,vas not ,yorth y of notice. . 
The appearance of Herbert in San Francisco, on 
the 17th day of September next 'after the murder, 
fell upon the people like an un,velcoillc visitation. In 
C01l1pany ,vith his la\v and order friends he strolled 
about the strcets, conspicuous in his hardened guilt, 
eyed \vith adnlÏration by the cutthroat fraternity, 
eyed as one ,vould eye a loathsome reptile by all right- 
n1Ïnded n1en. The next day a eOll1mittee of citizens 
\yaited on hilH at the St Nicholas Hotel, having in 
their hands a sealed petition signed byt\vo thousand per- 
sons, \vhich they handed him \vith appropriate relnarks. 
Trenlbling like an aspen, \v hile visions of Caseys, and 
Hetheringtons, and long lines of vigilance soldier
 
rushed through his brain, for of necessity so foul a thing 
,vas craven, the n1urderer broke the seal and read: 


" To the IIollorable p, T, IIerbert:- 
"'Ve, citizens of California, believing that you have forfeited your claims 
and rights as our representative, and that by your course at the national capi- 
tal you have deeply injured the fair fame of the State of California, both at 
home and ahroad, would therefore take this course to make known our wishes, 
and to respectfully request of you that you would not again make California 
your residence." 
" San Francisco, August 25, 1856." 


A fortnight after, advices ,vere received of the death 
of 
Irs Keating, occasioned by grief for the husbanll 
killed by the honorable representative frolll California. 
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Herbert departed; he dare not ren1ain; but he went 
not ,vithout a fling at his archenelny the I(il1g fal1lily. 
Among journalists and politicians invective attained 
perfection. P. T. Herbert ,vas not ,vithout talents 
in that direction. As a sanlple, I give a quotation 
froIH a conlnlunication addressed to the people of Cal- 
ifornia, published as an advertisenlent in the IIeT'alcl 
of N ovenlber 5th. "AI11ong others claiming to be 
independent," he ren1arks, "no one seems to have 
attained so conspicuous a position as one Tholnas 
I(ing, the gold-bought editor of a sheet devoted to 
public libel, kno,vn as the EL'ening Bulletin. "\Vere it 
else,vhere than in California I ,yould apologize for the 
use of his nan1e. :Fro111 his character in vVashington 
and his conduct in San Francisco, I can truly say I 
kno\v him a notorious liar, I think hinl a great ,yay 
fool, and a solely co,vard. Fron1 the tin1e of his 
advent into public life, 'v hen he first e1nerged frolH the 
obRcurity of his dark and infau10us individuality, his 
only alnbitiol1 has Leen to becolne the prince of black- 
guards, the 1110St conSUlllnlate of liars, the 1110st infa- 
nlOHS of villains, and the nlost craven-hearted of lniser- 
able co\vards; and here I venture the prediction, he has 
never done an honest act ,vhere a dishonest one could 
be made to serve the san1e purpose. In vVashington 
his ,vant of fidelity to his obligations is proverbial, 
for he has violated the nlost sole111n of all plighted 
YO'VS, either before God or Ulan. And I ,varn the 
people against this hypocritical Jog under the lllask 
and garb of moral character, else he might steal fron1 
thenl the treasures of their lives. This llliserable 
thing, the propagandist of n1orality! God save the 
11lark I" It seelDS Herbert had sent ICing a challenge 
,,
hich the lattcr laughed at. Singular ideas the la\\'"- 
lllaking duellists had. 
That same evening the Bulletin says: 


" To-day, California will be purged of one more of the infamous characters 
who disgraced her in the eyes of the civilized world, of one who held a posi. 
tion obtained through vile means, the ignorance of the true nature of the 
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beast, forced on her by the corrupt' primary election system, and the money 
of the gambler, \Ye allude to p, T, Herbert, the :Uariposa monte-dealer, the 
murderer of Keating, anù the rowdy congressman. \Ve are glad that our 
state will be rid of his blighting presence, and our citizens of the mortifica- 
tion they feel, that one bearing the mark of Cain, with less to recommend 
him to the sympathy of his race, and with a character so hideous in crime 
t:lat even the vilest of men turn from him in horror and disgust, should have 
t11e opportunity of misrepresenting them for another three months in the 
national congress, Since the return of this miserable man to our state, he 
has been remarkably quiet, He has been shunned by all decent men as the 
l)lague would be; his bloody palm has never touched that of a gentleman, 
His associates have been men of his own class, of easy virtue, who would 
not be tolerated in respectable society. Oulyonce, to our knowledge, has he 
heen approached by gentlemen, and that was on his arrival, when he was pre- 
sented with a petition from a large body of our citizens requesting him to 
leave the state, and expressing their indignation at his vile conduct. Our 
citizens have so far respected the law as to refrain from inflicting any bodily 
p1lnishment upon the murderer, and he has been very careful not to afford 
them an opportunity to administer the justice he so recently escaped. He 
has hardly yet, notwithstanding the liquor imbibed for the purpose of keep- 
ins up a false courage in the eyes of his fellows, recovered from the shock 
which his guilty conscience and craven spirit receiveJ when the petition above 
referreJ to was presented to him by a few of our citizens, One moment 
longer, ere the character of the formidable document was revealed to him, 
and he was assured that it was not the mandate of '33, Secretary,' aud the 
murderer would have fallen from fear, The public have the satisfaction of 
kuowing that although this criminal may have the impudence to present him- 
self at the next session of congress, their unanimous coudemnation of his deeds 
has been spread before the world, and a petition will be plesented to the 
IIouse of Representatives that, should he have one spark of shame or manli- 
ness left, will cause him to shrink into his former obscurity, with, we hope, a 
determination to seek some honorable livelihood in the future, \Ve under- 
stand that this double murderer, backeJ by a few of his chosen friends of dis- 
reputable character, has been dogging our steps for the purpose of assassinating 
us, should he and they meet with a favorable opportunity. \Ve warn these 
parties, some of whom were participators with 1\IcGowan and Casey in the 
recent murder which caused such an upheaving of the popular will, that they 
are all marked, As for us, we do not intend to suffer ourselves to be provoked 
into an assault; but shall, on all occasions, be prepared to resist the slightest 
demonstration of an attack. Should we iu the mêlée be overpowered by the 
number of the hounds, who are too cowardly to hunt other than in a }Jack, 
we feel assured that everyone of the dastardly crowd will be speedily sent to 
answer to that high tribunal wher.e the souls of men are canvassed, and pun- 
ishment inflicted accorJ.ing to the deeds done in the body." 


As late as 11arch 1861, the Nevada JouTnal ren1arks: 


"Phil T, Herbert, the Irishman-killer, has a letter of his published in the 

Iesilla 'Pime13, calling on the people of Arizona to call a convention to act 
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'with the south against the union. Phil says he will probably be a commis- 
sioner to Arizona and New :Mexico, from the 'Sovereign state of Texas,' and 
that he was opposed to referring the Texas ordinance of secession to the peo- 
ple, 'thinking it unnecessary, and crouching to the demands of our enemies.' 
The Times contains a call in accorùance with the suggestion of Phil Herbert, 
signed by more than sixty names, half of whom are greasers or foreigners. 
Phil Herbert once represented the democratic party of this state in congress," 


The 28th of July a resolut.ion passed the senate re- 
questing the president to lay before that body any 
application by the governor of California to maintain 
the la,vs and peace of the state again
t the usurped 
authority of an organization styling itself the COlll- 
lllÏttee of Vigilance, and also any infornlation he lnight 
obtain as to the proceedings of that association. In 
cOH1pliance ,vith ,vhich the 6th of August the pres- 
ident sent a Inessage to the senate ,vith reports froin 
the secretary of the navy and the secret.ary of state 
and all the correspondence in their possession on the 
subject, including the letters alread
y given and those 
,vhich follo,v. 
Anlong the Inost Ì1nportant are those from Farragut 
and Bout\vell to Secretary Dobbin of the United 
States navy at 'Vashington, before alluded to: 


" NAVY YARD, :\IARE ISLA
D, July 2, 18.36, 
" SIR: I had the honor of addressing you, by the last mail, on the subject 
of the revolutionary movement in this country, You will now perceive, l,y 
the journals of the day, that the Vigilance Committee claim it to be a success- 
ful revolution, inasmuch as they have completely oyerpowerecl the law and 
orùer party, taken the few arms, with our oW naval store-keeper, !\laloney, 
and Judge Terry, of the supreme court, Although you have, no doubt, seen 
the various accounts in the papers, I deem it my duty to give you my account, 
a'i a disinterested looker-on; for the community is at this time in such a state 
of excitement, that no one appears to see more than one side of the añair. 
Every OIle feels that we are on a volcano, and is mentally feeling for the first 
sensation of explosion, 
"After the governor had issued his proclamation calling out the militia, 
and failed to obtain arms for them from General \Vool as he supposed he 
would, General Sherman resigned his command of the state forces, and Gen- 
eral Howard was appointed his successor, He, yery unwisely, attempted to 
organize the state forces in the city of San Francisco, where the vigil ants hall 
six thoTIsand men unùer anus, with artillery, and the most perfect system of 
espionage, The general's next movement was to procure a few staIHI of arms 
from General \V 001, which were clue to the state by annual distribution; they 
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were delivered to one of General Howard's men, :l\Ialoney, who, while on his 
way to San Francisco from Benicia, in a sail vessel, was boarded at two A, 1\1., 
captured, and the same were taken to the Yigilance Committee rooms, Ma- 
loneyand his party were released; but a short time afterwards, upon reflec- 
tion, the Committee determined to re-arrest 
Ialoney, for reasons best kno,vn 
to themselves, and sent a police guard from their own forces after him, By 
this time he had reached Dr Ashe's room, where, by appointment, he was to 
meet the general and make his report as to the result of his expedition, He 
was followed thither by the vigilants, who, on entering the room, requested 
Maloney to accompany them to the Vigilance Committee rooms. 
":Maloney asked if they had any warrant for him, and being answered in 
the negath.e, he declined going; and Dr Ashe and Judge Terry, who were 
present, ordered the vigilance police out of the room, They immediately 
went for reënforcements, and the party in the room set out for the armory, or 
assembly room of the law and order party, intending to resist the Vigilance 
Committee in attempting to take one of their company, as l\Ialoney was one 
of the militia company of Ashe's command called into service by the gO\Ternor. 
Joined by some eight or ten others while retreating toward the armory, they 
were overtaken by the vigilance police before they reached the room, when 
Terry and Ashe faced about and told them to stand off; they rushed on, how- 
ever, and attempted to wrest Judge Terry's gun from his hands, saying that 
they would take him and his gun too, The struggle became fierce between 
the vigilants and Terry and Ashe, until at last a pistol .was fired; Dr Ashe 
and others say it was fired by one of the yigilants at Terry, but their party 
say it was fired by accident, but it is evident they thought it was fired at 
them, the ball passing between them, At this momcnt Terry drew his bowie- 
knife ,vith his left hand and struck Hopkins, one of the vigilance police, who 
had hold of him, on the neck; whereupon the police fled, and the law and 
order party made good their retreat to the armory, where, in a few millutt:s 
after the tap òf the bell on the roof of tho Yigilance Committee buildings, they 
were surrounded by three or four thousand men, armed with muskets and 
cannon, 
"There were but sixteen men inside of the annory, all of whom were will- 
ing to die there and then, but Judge Terry said, 'No, it was his life tho vigi- 
lants wanted, and that his friends should 110t Lo sacrificed for him;' so they 
surrendered and were conveyed to the Vigilance Committee roums. The next 
day all but Judge Terry and l\Ialoney were released upon parole. Commander 
Boutwell wrote a letter as soon as he heard that Dr Ashe was confined, to the 
Committee, and he was released upon parole, Those are the facts, as far as I 
have been able to learn them from the most disinterested persons. 
, , Now, the Vigilance 'Committee claim that, if Hoplins dies, Judge Terry 
shall bo hanged, as guilty of murder; and as Judge Torry's frionds arc very IlU- 
merous, and are generally warm-hearted, impulsive men, if this man IIopl"il1s 
dies, and Terry be hanged, there is no predicting the result. They aro now 
smothering their feelings for the purpose> of ende'.1vorillg to sayo Judge Terry's 
life, for on the first hostile movement they will take his life; iü is su ullùer- 
stood, There is very little doubt. hut that tho Commi!;tce is anxious that IIof- 
kins may live, anù that they regret the whole aL.air; j:or up to the tilll
 of 
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Terry's arrest the Committee were sanctioned by an overwhelming majority. 
:Kow, I think, they are aware they have causeù a division in public opinion, 
and l)eople are beginning to come to their sober senses, and will not be willing 
to be longer governed by they know not whom. I have been in revolutionary 
countries, and I could always find some one in authority; but hcre, although 
they are in correspondence with me, I know no one, except the bearer of their 
letters, and should hayc thought them to be mere messengers had they not 
told me they were members of the executive committee; therefore, in my re- 
l)lies, I addressed my letters to them, and not to 'No. 33, Secretary,' whom I 
did not know. There is a great efiûrt made on both sides, to mix us up in these 
matters, but as I know the tenderness with which the general government 
touchcs the subject, I have told them that I shall do nothing without orders; 
but my views on the subject would be sufficiently eXplained by my letters to 
Commander Boutwell and .Messrs Farwell and Chase, of the executive com- 
lnittee, without troubling you with a repetition of them. 
"That the governor has acted unwisely from the beginning, there is 
scarcely a doubt; that he could not have done anything but call the legislature 
together, or appeal to the-executive of the United States, is equally clear to 
me; aud it seems to me that was what he should have done, as he had neither 
arms, ammunition, nor supporters. Mter having surrendered the prisoners, 
Casey and Cora, in the beginning of the outbreak, or virtually sanctioning it, 
and thus giving satisfactory evidence of his weakness, his proclamation should 
haye been conciliatory, and not, as it was, beHigerent; anù, as it was, should 
110t have allowed his forces to be concentrated in the enemy's camp, 
" These are my humble views of the conduct of the governor and his gen- 
eral of militia; all of which is respectfully submitted for your consideration, 
.with the hope that my course in the affair may meet with your approbation. 
"I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"D. G. FARRAGUT, Commandant," 


" UNITED STATES SllIP 'J OIIX ADA.1\1S,' } 
Off San Francisco, Cal., July 3, 1856, 
" SIR: After going up to the navy-yard at
Iårelsland, in this ship, Governor 
Johnson, of California, visited the navy-yard with a view of ascertaining if 
Captain FRrragut was authorized to afforù him any assistance in suppress- 
ing the revolutionary movement in San Francisco. Captain Farragut and 
nlyself concluded that, undcr the circumstances, authority must be received 
froul the Navy Department before we could act. Some days after my return 
in the John Adams to the anchorage off this city, I was informed on the night 
of 
aturday, the 21st of June, that the navy agent, Dr Ashe, had becn arrested 
l)y the order of the Vigila.llce Committee, I wrote a letter that night, ad- 
dressed it to the Vigilance Committee, and sent it the next day by an officer 
of the ship; and very soon after Dr Ashe was set at liberty. A copy of my 
letter and the answer are herewith enclosed, At the time the insurgents ar- 
rested Dr Ashe, they also arrested Judge Terry of the supreme court of 
California, which greatly increased the excitement in the city. Judge Terry 
and several other gentìemcll ''''ere .attacked in t.he street by a party of the 
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yigilance police, and after the judge had wounded a man by the name of 
Hopkins, of the insurgent party, the judge and his friends retreated to the 
armory of the Blues, This building was very soon surrounded by hundreds 
of armed men, with 1Îeld-pieces to batter down the walls of the building. 
T)}e insurgents having demanded an unconditional surrender, the law and 
order party surrendered, and was marched off in triumph to the prison of the 
Yigilance Committee. On the 27th ult, it was believed that the wounded 
lllan was improving, and on the same day I received a communication from 
the governor of the state, a copy of which, with my answer, is herewith en- 
closed. Also, a communication from Judge Terry himself, claiming my pro- 
tection. The appeals of his distressed wife, and the fact that Judge Terry 
acted in self-defence, would have almost induced me to batter the city down, 
if I could have done so without destroying the lives and property of the Ï1mo- 
cent with the guilty. 
"On the evening of the 28th, and after I had written the answer to Gov- 
ernor Johnson's official communication, I learned that the wounded man was 
getting worse, and supposed to be dying. I addressed a communication to 
the Yigilance Committee, a copy of which is enclosed, and which I supposed 
would awaken them to the awful responsibility they were about to assume, 
in taking the life of a judge of the supreme court, an honorable man, au 
American citizen, and without giving him a fair trial 
"The Vigilance Committee referred my correspondence to Captain Farra- 
gut, and as he is senior to me, I shall leave it in his hands. A copy of the 
application of the United States marshal to place a prisoner on board my ship, 
iò:) also enclosed. 
"I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"E, B, BOUTWELL, Oommander." 


In reply the follo,ving instructions of the Navy 
Departlllent to the Pacific Squadron ,vere directed 
to \Villian1 
fervine, commanding, or to the senior 
naval officer on duty: 
"NAVY DEPARTJ\1E
T, August 2, 1836. 
" SIR: This Department has received despatches from Captain Farragut 
and Commander Boutwell, covering a correspondence between these two offi- 
cers, and between them and certain persons in San Francisco styling them- 
selves a Committee of Vigilance. The facts developed by these despatches, 
as well as the daily events occurring in San Francisco, disclose a state of af- 
fairs not only calculated to awaken solicitude and occasion alarm among all 
law-abiding citizens, but also calling for the exercise of extraordinary circum- 
spection and wise discretion on the part of those who have duties to perform 
as officers of the United States. Fortunately in our happy country we haye 
a written constitution and laws for the guidance of all who are intrusted with 
authority, so that the vigilant and discreet officer may confidently expect the 
approbation of his government while he steadily treads the path therein 
marked out for him, However much the president may he shQckc(1 at the 
apparent rebellious attitude of the people to""ards the government of their 
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state, however strong may be his conviction that it is a case of domestic in- 
surrection, yet he has no authority of his own mere volition to order the in- 
terposition of the army and navy, and cannot exercise that power except in 
strict accordance with the constitution, and until certain forms pointed out 
by statute have been duly complied with by the authorities of that state. 
Nor can the officers in command of nayal forces interpose on the requisition 
of the governor or other high functionaries of one of the states, except in pur- 
suance of orders reccived from the executive department of the United 
States, The machinery of our government is simple yet complex, The 
powers delegated to it are well defined and limited, A strict observance of 
them within their prescribed limitations and restrictions can alone save our 
union from the dangers which would inevitably imperil it in the event of a 
rash conflict between the federal and state governments. Before interfering 
with the domestic troubles in California, you will await the orders of your 
government, But duties of a somewhat different character may devolve upon 
you, and events may possibly occur requiring your interposition, The laws 
of the federal government must be sustained and its property protected from 
violence. 
"The extraordinary state of affairs in California can hardly be understood 
at this remote point, particularly when the accounts are conflicting, State- 
TI1ents in the press, emanating from eminef!t and well known citizens, intimate 
yery strongly that this incomprehensible movement is not to end with what 
was avowed to be its original purpose, but that graver and more alarming 
events are contemplated, The president indulges a hope and belief that such 
conclusions are without substantial foundation, Still,' he considers it wise, 
under the circumstances, to be prepared for emergencies. You will, therefore, 
11ave either at )lare Island or San Francisco two or three national vessels, alIll 
retain them until the insurrectionary movements at San Francisco shall cease, 
One of them, if practicable, should be a steamer, You will, however, not order 
the St. .J.1Iary's from her present position unless you find it indispensable for 
the successful execution of these orders, and unless her presence is not needed 
at Panamá for the protection of citizens. 
"The present object is the protection of the public property and officers of 
the federal government, nothing. more. Should you be advised by the collector 
of customs, the superintendent of the mint, or judicial officers of the United 
States in the discharge of their duties, the sub-treasurer, or any of the public 
functionaries of the United States, that the public property is in danger, or 
that they are molested in the discharge of their duty, you will take judicious 
but firm steps to afford prompt protection both to the public propf:'rtyand 
the officers. 
"You will furnish a copy of this dispatch to the commanding officer of 
every man-of-war on the station. 
"I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"J, C, DOBEIY," 


The question can18 up for discussion in the United 
States senate tho 29th of August, \vhen 1\11' Houston 
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presented a 111emorial froln the legislature of Texas, 
praying federal interference. Bell of Tennessee be- 
lieveJ but for Terry's rash and quarrelsome nature, 
\vhich embroiled him in these disputes, the Vigilance 
COlnlnittee \vould have long since disbanded. He 
further stated that neither party interests nor disloyal 
sentilnents \vere invol ved in this organization. Weller 
of California disagreed \vith Senator Bell, and inti- 
lllated that it \vas a movement preliminary to open 
secession. It \vould give him the greatest pleasure to 
be able to say that his constituents, all of then1, \vere 
loyal to the governnlent, but he could not claim for 
thelIl that honor. 
Senator 'Veller did not relish placing hinlself in 
open opposition to so large a body of his constituents 
as the Vigilance Committee, \yith its thirty thousand 
and lnore advocates throughout the state. On the 
other side, his party-for he \vas of the band of la\v- 
less disorder, a supporter of Herbert, the ill urderer, 
and a man of chivalry-urged hilll to action in the 
senate. So Weller induced Senator Pugh to intro- 
duce a resolution of inquiry of the president \vhich 
should call forth some sentiment of sympathy for tho 
la \v and order party. The trick \vas very transparent. 
vVhen California had senators of her o\vn, \vhat special 
interest \vas it to the senator froIn Ohio? And all 
California sneered, and said-pugh t 
By the steamer John L. Stephens, arriving Septem- 
ber 30th, came the ne\vs that President Pierce had at 
length responded to the requisition by sending orders 
to the con11nanders of the military and naval forces on 
the Pacific to afford the governor of California the aid 
required to suppress the insurrection of San Francisco. 
It \",ill be noticed that these instructions were not sent 
until intelligence had reached 'Vashington \v hich 
rendered it pretty safe to conclude that the C0111- 
mittee \vould be disbanded before resort to arms couIù 
be had at San Francisco. 
But this does not justify the president in his petty 
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subterfuge. Either he should have sent aid promptly 
or he should not have sent it at an. There had been 
no meeting of the legislature in the ll1ean time, no re- 
quest. All the United States troops then on the 
coast and the la,v and order party cOlnbined could not 
have put down the San Francisco merchants. The 
,vhole state ,vould have rushed to their rescue. These 
derringer demagogues and bowie-knife magistrates 
Inight have precipitated a bloody ,var, qut. until they 
received further assistance they would. have met only 
,vith defeat. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 


THE GOVER
OR'S 'YITHDRA 'VAL OF HIS PROCLMIATION AKD 
:MESSAGE. 


Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is accounted wise. 
Proverbs. 


OUT of pure obstinacy, and in order to reward the 
fanaticisnl of his journalistic friends, the governor 
kept in the public prints his proclamation ileclaring 
the city of San Francisco in a state of insurrection, 
long after the COlllmittee had disbanded. It \vas of 
no avail the people complained of the expense. The 
tenlptation ,vas too great; next to being a great 
tyrant his pleasure seemed to consist in being a little 
tyrant. Besides rH\varding Nugent-for as a Inatter 
of course the proclamation ,vas printed in the IIcl'>- 
ald-doubtless he thought it l11Ïght affect elections, 
n1ight possibly invalidate the clain1 of successful state 
or federal candidates to hold office. But in this he 
,vas mistaken, for legislative bodies judge for them- 
selves of the legality of the election of their Inen1- 
bel's. It may be he thought to trammel municipal 
po\vers; but there again he ,vas at fault, for seldolll ið 
a n1unicipal election declared null through any little 
informality. Besides, San Francisco could rule her- 
self: and the governor, too, for that n1atter, as none 
kne,v better than he. Indeed his proclamation 'Ya
 
nullified by the sense of the people as soon as it ,ya8 
pronlulgated; it ,vas in1mediately placed under foot 
by public opinion and there ren1ained a dead letter. 
I t is the trap the fox con1plains of, not hin1self. 
The reasons given by the governor for not ,vithdra\v- 
( 57,) J 
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iug the prochnnation ,vere that the Con1nlittee stil1 
held arlTIS belonging to the state 'v hich they refused 
to deliver up, and also that trouble ,yas bre\villg in 
the lllatter of the shrievalty of San Francisco. The 
office of sheriff had been declared yacant by the board 
of supervisors in consequence of the failure of Scan- 
nell, the incunlbent, to rene,v his bail-bond of one 
hundred thousand dollars, lllade ,vorthless by the fail- 
ure of Palnler, Cook, and COlllpany. Should Mar- 
shal Doane, then a candidate for the office, be elected, 
as there ,yas no doubt he would be, it ,vas said that ho 
,yould seize the office by force of a1'n1S if he could 
obtain possession of it in no other ,yay. The only 
real l1lanifestation of the procianlation's presence in 
San Francisco fronl the beginning ,vas the adjourn- 
n1ent of the district and superior courts fronl the 
Thursday after the city \vas declared in a state of in- 
surrection till the follo\ying J\Ionday. 
Johnson had arrived at that state t\pparently, when 
he ,vas anlbitious of popular condeulnation. " The 
delay of this least executive of executives," says the 
Bulletin of the 8th of October, 1856, "this governess 
anlong governors, to ,vithdra,v his insolvent proclanla- 
tion declaring our city in a state of insurrection, gives 
strength to the probability of its being his intention 
to allo,v hinlself to be used as the tool of the la\v and 
11Iurder faction, in depriving us of a voice in the for- 
t . f " 
Bla Ion 0 our governlllent. 
This constant gna ,ving at the file ,vas ,vearing the 
governor's teeth a,vay. Haying arriyed at the con- 
clusion that a continuance of the proclanlation over 
election-day ,vould do his friendH Inore harm than his 
enenlies, the governor deternlined to \vithdra,v it. 
But first he nlust get the arms if possible; he would 
lllake the Comlnittee knuckle to hinl in sOlIlething if 
he could. So he intinlated to 
fr "T. C. J c,vett that 
if the COlnnlittee \vould deliver up the arnlS before 
election-day he \vould \vithdra\v the proclanlation, 
but this the ComnlÌttee at first declined to do. They 
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,vould give up the arnlS, they did not ,vant thenl, had 
never needed them, and never intended to keep theIne 
But they \vould do nothing \vhich n1Ïght appear the 
result of coercion or policy. The governor had issueJ 
his proclamation in opposition to the \vishes of the 
\visest; let him \vithdra\v it ,vhen he pleased. 
But the Committee soon thought better of it. It 
,vas a n1atter after all not \vorth quarrelling about; 
their friends advised it and they did it. The governor 
,vas Inaking it a pretext, it ,vas said, to continue his 
anathen1a in force, and they ,visely concluded that 
they ,vould give it hin1 no longer. These ,vere the 
arnlS captured by Durkee fron1 J\1aloney. The 3d of 
N ovenlber they \vere delivered to General Kibbe, their 
legal custodian. Kibbe telegraphed the governor that 
they ,vere in his possession, and the governor replied 
that his prochunation ,vould be ,vithdra,vn ,vithill an 
hour. I t ,vas done; and being the day before election 
the governor ,vas glad. It ,yas thê loop-hole for ,vhich 
he had long been looking. 
These are the \vords of it: 


" EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 1. 
SACRAj\IE:STO CITY, CAL" November 3, 18.36, J 
"WHEREAS, on the 2d day of June ]856, satisfactory information having 
been received by me, that combinations for the purpose of resisting the exe- 
cution of legal process by force, existed in the county of San Francisco, in 
this state, and that an unlawful organization, styling themselves the Yigilance 
Committee, had resisted by force the execution of criminal process, and the 
po,ver of said county had been exhausted, and was not sufficient to enable the 
sheriff of said county to execute said process: I did, in performance of my 
duty and the exercise of the power and authority vested in me by the consti- 
tution and laws, as the governor of the state of California, on the aforesaid 
day, issue a proclamation decla.ring the said county of ban Francisco in a 
'3tate of insurrection; and whereas, I ha\'e this day received satisfactory in- 
formation that the causes which required the issuance of the same 110 longer 
exist, I do therefore revoke and withdraw the said proclamation, 
"J, NEELY .;rOJ[XSO
," 


In his Inessage of January 7, 1857, to the legisla- 
ture of California, the governor revic\vs his úntire 
cuurse; and although it is only a somc,vhat tireSOl110 
repetition of ,,,,hat has already been said, in order to 
PoP, TRIB.. VOL, II, ij7 
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give him a fair opportunity to speak for hin1self, and 
that the reader n1ay hear him at his best, I Inake roon1 
for it. It 111ay be that I am prejudiced in Iny vie,vs 
of his character and n10tives; if so, the reader will 
judge for himself. 


"Since the adjournment of the last session of the legislature, events have 
transpired, ,vhich, from their extraordinary character and disastrous conse. 
qnences, must constitute an epoch in the history of the state; events, from 
the very contemplation whereof the lovers of good order and constitutional 
supremacy must turn with mingled feelings of sadness and regret. On the 
16th of :May last, serious apprehensions then existing that a forcible attempt 
would he made to wrest from the custody of the law a prisoner confined in 
the jail of San Francisco on a criminal charge, in compliance Witll a request 
from the mayor of that city I proceeded thither, earnestly hoping that I 
might be serviceable in allaying the prevailing excitement, and inducing 
obedience to the mandates of the law. Upon my arrival I learned that a 
numerous body of citizens, under the name of the Vigilance Committee, was 
secretly organizing for the purpose of rescuing the prisoner and inflicting on 
him summary punishment. Conscious that it was my duty, as executive of 
the state, to leave unemploye<lno honorable means of securing submission to 
the law, and averting a calamity so deplorable as the collision which was 
threatened, I proceeded in company with several citizens to the place ,vhere 
this Commtitce had assembled, and announced it as my purpose to communi- 
cate with them, or any person authorized to represent them. One of the 
Committee thereupon presented himself, ,vhose character and position justi- 
fied implicit confidence in the statement which he made of authority to speak 
in their behalf, which assurance on his part has been strengthened by the 
conspicuous station he subsequently occupied. as their presid.ent. 
"During the interview which ensued, it was distinctly stated that the ob- 
ject of this Committee was not to violate the law, or resist its legalized author- 
ities, but rather to aid the officers of justice in preventing the escape or rescue 
of the prisoner; and that they did not contemplate his punishment by taking 
the law in their o,vn hands, So loyal were the sentiments expressed, and so 
positive the declarations made, of their designed obedience to law and thE' 
legitimate authority, that I could not either disbelieve or doubt them, On 
the faith of these assurances, arrangements were then made which it was an- 
ticipated would, w:hilst tending to secure the prisoner, also serve to calm the 
popular excitement and vindicate the majesty of the law. These anticipa- 
tions, however, were but brief in their duration, and scarce a day had pas
cd 
ere this delusion was apparent. The numbers of the Committee mua:plied 
from day to day, and incited hy the appeals of an incendi.ary press to deeds 
of violence soon the rally-cry was' Death to the prisoner!' The military, or- 
ganized under authority of the state, with a few noble exceptions ing
.{)riously 
deserted the post of honor and of duty, and either abandoned their arms to 
the state, or yet less honorably carried them into the ranks of the Vigilance 
Committee. An inconsiderable number of the military officers sought to es- 
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cape the responsibility of the solemn oath they had assumed, by a proffered 
resignation of their commissions, whilst others wholly dispensed with this 
formality, and swelled the ranks of those who were defying the constitution 
and the laws which they had sworn to honor and maintain. In vain the au- 
thority of the sheriff was strenuously exercised to protect the jail. His 
orders were disregarded and defiance hurled in his face by those who werp 
summoned to this duty, whilst the defection in the military ranks left but a 
meagre dependence on their aid. Thus situated, with but a handful of gallant 
men, ready, if need be, to imperil their lives in the perfonnance of duty, ap- 
proached as he was by thousands of armed men, who from the position of the 
prison, held complete command, it became evident that resistance invoh-ed the 
destruction of the guard, without securing the safety of the prisoners, and he 
was therefore reluctantly compelled to yield to the infuriated multitude the 
victim whom they sought, and yet another inmate of the prison. A few days 
later, and the utter disregard of the civil authorities which this Committee ex- 
hibited was more openly avowed and manifested by the execution of hoth the 
prisoners whom they had seized. N either did their unlawful proceedings find 
here cessation. So alarmingly increased was their assumption of power and 
resistance of the law, that at length on the third day of June I was notified 
Ly the sheriff of the county that criminal process in his hand had been forcibly 
resisted and the power of the county ,vas not sufficient to enforce it, and n'. 
quested to invoke the military power of the state to his aid. 
"On the same day I issued a proclamation declaring the city and county 
of San Francisco in a state of insurrection, under the provisions of section 48 
of '.An Act to regulate proceedings in criminal cases,' passed 
lay 1, 18,) 1 , 
which reads as follows: 'Section 48, 'Yhen the governor shall be satisfied 
that the execution of civil and criminal process has been forcibly resisted in 
any county, by bodies of armed men, or that comLinations to resist the exe- 
cution of process by force exist in any county, and that the power of the 
county has been exerted, and has not been sufficient to enable the officer 
having the process to execute it, he may, on the application of the officer or 
of the district attorney, or county ju<lge of the county, by proc1amation, to 
he published in such newspaper as he shall direct, declare the county to be in 
a slate of insurrection, and may order into the serdce of the state such 
number and description of volunteer or uniform companies, or other militia 
of the state, as he shall deem necessary, to serve for such term and under 
the command of such officer or officers as he shall direct,' 
"Thus it will be seen by the law just quoted, and the demand made by 
the sheriff. that my duty in the case was plainly indicated, and the is:-;u. 
ance of the proclamation, under the existing circumstances, was imperatin'ly 
demanded at my hands, In consequence of the limited supply in the state 
a
'nlOry, the want of arms wherewith to render effective a military force hall 
n.lready been foreseen, and anticipating the probable necessity of such a force, I 
had a l)ersonal intervie,v,,,,ith the conllnancler of the United States military ot 
thc Pacific division, General 'Y 001, on the 31 st of 
Iay, and procured hi:,; prùm. 
ise to furnish on my requisition, such arms and ammunition as I might require, 

a soon as I issued a proclamation of insurrection. In accordance with such 
understanding, application was made to that officer immediately after the 
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þrocla.mation had been issued, and also at a later period, both of which ap. 
plications, for reasons to himself best understood, were peremptorily refused, 
and the only arms obtained from that source were a small number of muskets, 
to which the state was entitled, under the act of Congress })roYiding for 3 
general distribution of arms, 
"In the mean while the existence of the Vigilance Committee continued, 
awl assumed the character of a permanent organization, which designed not 
only to usurp the control of legal authority in 
an Francisco, but, as indi- 
cated by the tone of the press under :tts special patronage, the inflammatory ad- 
ùrc:::ses of its speakers, and the repeated acts of aggression against the most 
sacred constitutiomtl rights of the citizen, aimed also to èxtend its power to 
the subversion of the state authority; and, if federal inter\
ention soon ensue, 
the establishment of a government entirely independent of the union, In 
this alarming condition of affairs, I deemed the -aÌ<l of the g
neral govenl- 
ment necessary to our protection, so far at least as rendering assistance in 
arms and ammunition was concerned, To convene the legislature in extra 
session would involve an expenditure "\vhich the condition of our financial 
nfià.irs could ill afford; and furthermore, the time consumed in assembling 
that body and the adoption of the necessary measures might result in the 
accomplishment of the very evil it was my purpose to arrest, 
Ioreover, I 
Jid not deem it necessary that apl'lication should be made by the legislature 
for such aid as the state required, at least in arms and ammunition, hut sup- 
})oscI1 that the president, on the request of the executive of the state, had 
ample power to direct the issuance of arms and ammunition. Entertaining 
these views, I addressed, on the IDth of .June, a communication to the presi- 
<-1('111 of the "Cllited States, and deputed the Hon, R. Aug, Thompson and 
('olonel F. Forman, as commissioners, to present it to him, and endeavor to 
uhtain the requisite assistance
 This application proved unsuccessful, its will 
Le seen by the reply of the secretary of state, enclosing the opinion of the attor- 
lley-general, as well as the report of the commissioners, The refusal of the 
l'l'esident rendered the state authorities powerless to eheck this usurpation, 
and for a time tllP Vigilance Committee held an undisputed sway in San 
Francisco. It is needless to recount the overt acts which marked the period 
'Of their rule, The seizure and employment of state arms, the arrest and im- 
l)fisonment of a jlHlge of the supreme court, the banisillnent of citizens, the 
daily exhibition of bodies of armed men in public places to intimidate ol,e- 
(lience to their authority, these constitute but few of the extraor<1inary iuci- 
<<lents of the time, To arrest the treason and suppress the rebellion, the 
state was powerless, and the authorities were compelled to calmly await the 
issue of events, In the mean time the executive proclamation remained 
until the 3d Jay of November, when the armed forces of the Yigilance Com- 
mittee having been (1isbanded, the state arms having been restored to thcir 
proper custody, and the judicial authority of the county of San Francisco 
ll<Lving notified me that no further difficulty existed in the service of ch-n or 
crimind process, the proclamation was withdrawn, a state of peace restored 
to the community, a legitimate authority reinstated and the constitution and 
laws, so long ùefied, again recognized and regarded. 
"I have deemed it not improper to detail the more important inciùents of 
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this period, and without regard to personal considerations have presented an 
anthentic history of my official acts in this connection, in the conscious helief 
not less than in the earnest hope that by the judgment of the p
ople the shafts 
of falsehood and calumny will be repelled, and the course of your cxecutiye 
triumphantly vindicated and sustained, In all that I have done or sought to 
do, I heeded not the plaudits of the populace, nor feared their threats, I know 
no higher law than the constitution of my country, and as a rule of actil/n 
alike incessant and inflexible, the observance of the duties it enjoin::; will ever 
be paramount in my regard as a public officer and as a private citizen," 


This lllessåge of the governor called forth the fol- 
lo\ying reply, prepared by J\Ir Den1pster: 
. 


" To the 
fem
ers of the Committee of riyilance:- 
"GE
TLE)IEX: You are aware that your executive committee, willing to 
suffer misrepresentation rather than awaken controversy or engender ill-feel- 
ing, ha.vc carefully refrained from noticing or correcting the numerous slanders 
and misrepresentations which enemies of the late reform movement have f:,O 
industriously circulatell, The undersigned have realized the wi:sdom of t1:at 
conciliatory course, 'Ye are second to none in the ardor of our desire to lla\-e 
past differences healeù., and should not now address you but for peculiar cir- 
cumstances which, as they involve questions of personal integrity, and, if un- 
explained, might warrant imputations upon the character of the entire hOlly, 
justify us in a brief effort to sprea(l befol'e you the facts. :Many of you have 
already observed that Governor J olmson, in his recent message, has endt-'avol'ed 
to fasten upon the Committee of Vigilance the charge ûf having tlcl'ein
d l!im 
as to the first object for which that organization ,vas formed, 'Ye regret that 
this forces upon us the necessity of not only showing to the world that (
ùv- 
ernor Jolm:son enllea,"ors to hide the sympathy with the Committee ,vhieh at 
the time, in the capacity of prh"ate citizen, he voluntarily, repeatedly, Hud 
unnecessarily expressed to us, 1mt of refuting also the statemeut;-; hy "hiL'
l 
he endeavors to make a charge of ill-faith against the Committee plau
il,l(', 
"His statement is that he obtained' an inten-iew with a member of the 
Committ
e, and that during that interview he received from him a

urance3 
that the Committee <lid not contemplate any violation of law or l'e:si::;tê.l1lce to 
the legal authorities, and had no intention of inflicting themselves tllt' pcnalty 
of the law upon the assassin; and he further alleges that it was Ul'Ul1 tlw:se as- 
surances he made arrangements with the Committee to place a gual'(l from theÌl' 
bOlly in the jail. 'Ye shall show you, hya brief statcment of the fads. tlwt 
whate,'cr may have been the tenor of this conversation, at which only one 
mcmber of the Committee, now absent from the state, was prescnt, any f'l!l'h 
impression, if derived from it, must have becn \it oncc dissipated hy the inter- 
view he immediately had with a sub-conunittee of the executive cummittee, 
appointed to officially confer with him, as soon as it ,..-as known that he de:<ired 
a conference, 'Ye hegyour attention to the fact that the conference \\ith this 
sub-committee immediately followed the interview with )11' Coleman, to which 
Governor Johnson refers. On Friday night, the IGth of 
Iay, whilc the Com- 
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mittee were in session at Turn Verein Hall, a message was brought in, that 
some strangers were at the door asking to see some member of the Committee. 
This message was delivered to 
lr 'V, T. Coleman, who voluntarily went out 
to see what was wanted, and, shortly returning, reported that GovenlOr 
,Johnson, his brother, ,V, N, Johnson, C. K, Garrison, and "\Vm. T, Shennan 
were there, and desired to have a conversatimi with some members of the 
Committee, Immediately a sub-committee, consisting of 
J essrs 'V. T, 
Coleman, E, Grisar, J. H. Fish, E, Gorham, E, S, Osgood, :Miers F, Truett, 
and R, T. Thompson, was appointed to meet them, GovernorJohnson com- 
menced the interview by saying that, as a private citizen, he was a sympathizer 
with the Vigilance Committee; that the abuses here had grown beyond 
endurance, but that, as governor of the state, he had a rluty to perform, and 
urged that the Committee should be disbanded, and the courts be penr.itted 
to try the prisoner, pledging himself that if found guilty he should be 
punished. 
B )11' Coleman replied distinctly that the Committee would not make 
.any such engagements, and went on to say that the people were arovsed, ete, 
lIe also remarked that fears were entertained that the prisoner might be 
removed. Governor Johnson replied that he himself had misgivings on the 
same point; and after considerable conversation it was proposed that the Com- 
mittee should place twenty men in the jail, the governor saying that he 
.would go himself and place them in there, and asking the Committee to 
pledge themselves not to make an attack on the jail while their men were iu- 
side, Though it was very reasonable that we should be asked to promise not 
to require our own men to open the doors for us, yet, so well were we aware of 
the unanimous desire of the executive committee that no pledge should be 
made binding the future action of the hody, that 
Ir Coleman replied on the 
part of the sub-committee then present
 that we were only a few of many, 
and that we had no authority to make any pledge before reporting to the 
executive committee, The sub-committee then went out and reported to the 
Executive, by whom the matter was discussed. At trrst the opinion pre- 
vailed that no pledges of any kind should be given, It was argued that the 
Committee was strong enough to take any measures which seemed to them 
right, and that though it was proper to treat the governor with hecoming re- 
spect, a desire to entice them into some pledges or promises was so evident 
on the part of himself and some of his associates, that communications ought 
at once to cease, It was aftenvards agreed, however, that the sub-committee 
should be instructed to accept, on behalf of the Committee of Vigilance, the 
right to place ten men, the number being voluntarily reduced by the execu- 
tive committee, in the county jail, and to promise that while our guard was 
in there we should not attempt to take possession of the jail. Tlie sub-com- 
n1Ìttee was also instructed to make no further pledges of any kind, but to say 
to the governor that we would give him notice when we removed our guard, 
The sub-committee returned to the governor and reported the decision of the 
executive committee, and :Mr Coleman remarked that he desired to have it 
distinctly understood that no l)ledges were made, excepting that the Com- 
mittee of Vigilance would not atta('k the jail until we had given him notice that 
our guarù was removcd; anù further than this, almost the last remark maùe 
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o Governor Johnson as they parted, indeed it is believed to he the "pry last 
thing that was said to him, was in words about as follows, by 111' Gorham: 
" "V e fully understand each other now, as long as our men, meaning 
members of the Committee, are in the jail, no attempt shall be made to 
capture it, or to take l)ossession of the prisoner, but the moment our mcn are 
withdra\vn from thc jail this treaty is annullcd.' 
"As all parties were leaving the room, 1IrJ, H, Fish remarked, 'that there 
was no doubt but that we understood each other now;' to which 1\11' Garrison 
replied, addressing more particularly 111' E. S, Osgood: 'Yes, you'll take 
the jail and hang Casey and Cora, and the Pacific :Mail Steamship Company 
will do the rest,' lIe at least did not misundcrstand the intention or position 
Df the Committee. 
. "This occurred about midnight on the 10th of 1\lay. Governor Johnson. 
as he left, stated that he would go immediately to the jail and arrange to 
have our guard admitted, An officer with nine men was immediately de- 
spatched, and on arrival admitted, 
"The next morning an exaggerated rumor gained currcncy, 'that Govertlor 
Johnson had surrendered the jail to the Committee of Vigilance, It has been 
stated that, at this time his own partisans severely blamed him, and that he 
went to the Vigilance Committee and endeavored to make bctter terms, 
However this may be, it is certain that the governor at that time sought 
another interview with the executive committee, and alleged that there was 
a misunderstanding of the terms of the treaty of the night before, The mem- 
bers of the sub-committee, who had been present with him on that occa
ion, 
were immediately summoned, and confronted with the governor and his 
a.;sociates, and so fully was it proved that he was entirely in the wrong, that 

Ir Garrison, who was one of his associates at the first conference, remarked 
to ßlr 'V, T, Thompson, that Governor Johnson, in committing himself with 
the Committee, had damned himself politically, The members proposed to 
Oo,-ernor J olmson at once, that he had only to say the word and we would 
immediately withdraw our mcn, when he and thc officers of the law, and tho 
jail and the prisoners, would be in thc same position as if no interview ha1 
taken place between himself and thc Committee. This met with no rcspo1180 
from him, and as soon as he left, the exccutive committee passed the follow- 
ing resolution, a copy of which was immcdiately delivered to the governor: 
" 'Resolved, that we notify Governor Johnson that we maintain the 
treaty made with him last night, and that the same involvcd 110 pledges on 
the part of this Committce, except that we should make no attack ul!on the 
jail while our guard rcmained within it,' 
'" At ten ncxt morning, l\lay 18th, orders were sent to our guard to with- 
draw from the jail. _\.t ele,'cn o'clock a committee, co
sisting of 
Ir H. )1. 
Hale, handed to Governor J olmson thc following communication: 


'" To his Excellency J. Neely Johnson, Governol': 
" 'DEAR SIR: 'Ye beg to advise you that we bave withdrawn our guanl 
from the county jail. 


" , By order of the Comnúttee, 
q '33, Se<:retary.' 



584 THE GOYERNOR'S PROCLA
IATION 'VITHDRA ,,
. 


"As 1\11' Hale handed this communication to the governor he remarked to 
him, 'I presume you understand it,' to which after perusal the governor re- 
plied that he did; and being without the means of resisting an attack, he could, 
of course, offer 110 opposition, but that if he were provided with men he would 
certainly protect the jail, as the prisoner had been condemned, and would be 
executed by the law, and closed the interview hurriedly, saying that he had 
heen sent for by the sheriff, and must go up to the jail. The conversation 
and manner of the governor, throughout the interview, indicated unmistak- 
ably that, after the receipt of the note, he expected an immediate attack upon 
the jail. Upon the report of 1\11' Hale to the executive committee, that the 
above document had been delivered to Governor Johnson, orders were issued 
to the marshal to set his troops in motion, and at ten minutes after twelve 
the sub-committee appointed to superintend the taking of the prisoners de- 
livered a note to the sheriff demanding their surrender. These are all the 
essential facts attending every interview between Governor J ohnsotl and the 
Committee of Vigilance, or any person authorized to speak on its behalf from 
the organization up to the taking of the jail. 
" You will at once perceive, that even if the brief conversation between 
the governor and 1\11' Coleman, when the latter first ascertained who it was 
that wished to see the executive committee, could have produced upon his 
mind the impression that the Committee did not intend themselves to 
punish the crime that bad been committed, this feeling must at once haV6 
been dissipated by the refusal of the sub-committee, immediately appointed 
officially to confer with him, even to pledge themselves, until after they 
had obtained authority from the executive committee,' not to attack the 
jail while their own men were inside to open the gates for them, much less 
to attack it at all, Even supposing that Governor Johnson could have 
mhdnterpreted this positive refusal of a sub-committee of eight to make 
any statement respecting the course of action that would be pursued hy 
the Committee of Vigilance, the broadest charity cannot imagine that he 
could have misunderstood the official communication of the executi\Te com- 
mittee, handed to him in writing within twelve hours of his first communi- 
cation with them, notifying him distinctly that they had not bound tl16 
Committee of Vigilance by any pledge or promise further than that they 
would not attack the jail while their guard was inside its walls. 
"That notwithstanding all of the above facts, Governor Johnson should 
bave endeavored to charge duplicity upon the Committee of Vigilance, ill his 
annual message, is deeply to be regretted, and this statement of the actual 
occurrences is presented to your notice, in order that the misrepresentations 
of the governor's message may be properly refuted. 
"Having disposed of those charges in the governor's message which 
directly involved the interviews at which we were present. we deem it not 
inappropriate to allude to those ,vholesale charges which the governor rei- 
terates in regard to the alleged ulterior designs of the Committee of Yig- 
ilance, to wit: The subversion of the state authority, amI, in the event of 
federal inter\?ention, the establishment of a government entirely intlcpend- 
ent of the union. It is perhaps scarcely necessary to say to our fellow-mem- 
bers that not even an approximation towards such objects or the slightest 
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approach to a debate upon them has ever occupied the attention of the exec- 
utive committee. 


"E:;\ULE GRISAR, 
" HEXR Y 1\1. I-IALE, 
"
V. T. THO
lPSO
, 


E, GORIL\.l\I, 
J, H. FISrr, 
E, S, OSGOOD," 


Upon this matter the Bulletin of the 8th of Janu- 
ary 1857 thus COHUl1ents: 


"His excellency endeavors to produce the impression that the arrange- 
ments preliminary to the surrender of the prisoners from the county jail ,,-ere 
made in pursuance of an understanding that the Yigilance Committee did 
not intend to punish them, but simply to aid the officers of the law in providing 
against their escape, This course he then believed calculated to allay pop- 
ular excitement, but says: 'These anticipations, however, were but brief ill 
their duration, and scarce a day had passed ere this illusion .was apparent. 
The numbers of the Committee multiplied from day to day, and incited Ly the 
appeals of an incendiary press to deeds of violence, soon the rallyÏ11g cry was, 
"Death to the prisoners !'" The idea endeavored to be conveyed here, is that a. 
great change took place in public sentiment in a single day, In making such 
an assertion, the governor provides for himself a dilemma, Either he was 
culpably ignorant of the state of popular feeling, which is tantamount to claim- 
ing exemption on the ground of imbecility, or he has falsified the rccord, His 
account proves him to have either been incapable of perceiving facts, apparent 
to any child old enough to walk the streets, or to now be guilty of gross 
falsehood, There was no time, from the hour in which thousands gathered 
about the portals of :Uontgomery block on the fatal night of the occurrence 
which gave birth to these disturbances, there was no moment that followell 
the one in which they rent the air in shouts for a leaùer, when any 111an of 
ordinary intelligence could fail to see what course the current of events must 
take in the contingencies of the death of the martyr. The cry of 'Death to 
the prisoner' was more thrilling, more vehement then than afterwarùs, Then 
the excitement was that of a mob; afterwards it was the result of sad, sober 
reflection, but in both the impulse and direction of popular sentiments were 
the same, both noble, both justifiable. 
" Of the governor's assumption of bad faith on the part of those members of 
the Committee with whom he conferred, we have simply to say that we do 
not credit his assertions, when weighe(l against those of the men upon whom 
he endeavors to throw lliscredit, "
e ,viII be charitable enough to conclude 
that his present statement is the result of that weakness of recollection 
which is perfectly consistent with his intellectual calibre as evidenccd by his 
deeds, I-Iis slur at General 'Yool, and assumption that the refusal of that 
officer to furnish arms for the wholesale slaughter of our population, for 
reasons to himself best understood, find sufficient refutal in the fact that tho 
action of the federal authorities subsequent to that refusal were in accordanco 
with that course, and based 011 similar grounds, His blunder in appealing to 
'Yashington in an improper manner, the go,'ernor endeavors to excuse 011 the 
ground of economy, which is beautifully consistent with other portions of 
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s conduct, It would cost t80 much to convene the legislature, but no con- 
sideration of cost prevented his enlistment of an army of ruffians, and keep- 
ing them in service on paper, long after their material existence had ceased, 
or induced him to "\vithJraw his proclamation from the papers in which it 
.was insolently and expensively paraded for months, Such reasoning needs 
no refutal. The ignorance manifested by his excellency throughout his pro- 
ceedings, renders his statement, that he knows no higher law than the cou- 
stitution, easy of belief; but we cannot consent to limit his want of kuowledge 
to supra-constitutional authority. There are higher than constitutional 
rights, If there were not, the Declaration of Iudependence would be an 
absurdity and revolutions an impossibility, '\Vhether the course of the gov- 
ernor or that of our community has been most in accordance with the princi- 
l)les of human freedom and civil liberty, we are quite willing to leave to the 
judgment of that posterÌty which will only remember J, Neely Johnson as.a 
pebble which once lay in the way of California's progress; a name rescued 
froD,1 oblivion only by the accident of its being written on the pages which 
record great events, and destined to a fåme of which he has no reason to he 
proud, The slur against the presideut of the executive committee can be 
casily refuted, and the falsehood fixed on the governor as readily as in the 
cas
 of his misrepresentations of the conduct of General 'V 001, Colonel Za- 
briskie, and General Allen." . 


A candid revie\v.of the governor's course from first 
to last cannot fail to carry \vith it the conviction of 
his unfitness for the emergency, of his \veakness as a 
ruler, his duplicity as a politician, and his dishonesty 
as a Inan. He first tacitly sanctions the action of tho 
Vigilance Conlmittee by counselling \vith thenl as to 
the best course for renloving the unhanged villains, and 
advising the sheriff to yield them up Casey and Cora; 
then, at the instigation of blood-thirsty advisers he 
exhausts his puny efforts to deluge the streets of San 

'rancisco in the blood of her best citizens. His 
proclalnation ,vas in-advised, illegal, and filled \vith 
fhlse statenlents. Upon his o\vn cOlnn1issioners, Za- 
briskie and Allen, nlen of spotJess reputation, t.ho 
daughter of one of ,vhom ,vas his ,vife, he turns his 
back, and like Peter denies thern in the presence of 
his friends. His statell1ent concerning General 'V 001 
that officer flatly contradicts, and his lotters to the 
people ,vere filled ,vith staten1ent8 tending to n1Ïs- 
represent and falsify both the object and the action 
of the Vigilance COllilnittee. 
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"Too co\yardly to oppose the Vigilance COn1111ittee 
at its outset," says one journal; "too tyrannical to 
give it his adhesion \vhen its 111anifest object \yas the 
reëstablishulent of popular sovereignty, Governor 
Johnson has secured the friendship of no good 111an 
on either side, and is in full enjoynlent of the hearty, 
unaninlous con ten1pt of both." , 
T,vo years later, under a ne,v governor, the com- 
plaint is continued. COIDI11enting on the lllessage of 
Governor "\Veller in June 1859, one \vrites over the 
signature "Censor," first quoting froll1 the message: 


ANOTHER :MODEL GOVERKOR. 


" 'It is made my duty, by the constitution, to see that the law is faith- 
fully executed. I deeply regret to say, that during the past year I have, in 
several instances, been compelled to know that it was shamefully violated. 
Since the adjournment of the last legislature I have learned through the 
public press, not a single case having heen rcported to me officially, that some 
seven or eight persons, in different sections of the state, have been executed 
in violation of the law, It was hoped that the feverish excitement produced 
by the loose manner in which the criminal laws were administered some years 
since, had passed away, and that Californians had become a law-abiding people,' 
\Yhen, where, and of whom does the goven10r learn of 'feverish excitement 
produced by the loose manner in which the criminal laws were administercd'? 
I have seen none, except thosc who feared just punishmcnt, The most cool I 
and deliberate transactions I have witnessed in the state arc those wherc the 
solid men of the country have performed the duties neglected by thc officers 
of the criminal law. The sober, discreet, industrious citizens of California 
are law-abiding people when thc laws are honestly administered by those 
whose duty it is to administer them properly, But if they fail to clo their 
duty, the sober, second-thought portion of the community themselves coolly, 
deliberately, and dispassionately administer the laws regardless of the whim- 
perings of those delinquent officers and their satellites, and stand ready, at all 
times, to face the consequcnces in this world, and at a proper time in the 
spirit world, ' Now that these abuses have been corrected,' continues the 
governor, 'we had a right to expect that the law would be allowed to take its 
course, and no one executed until his guilt was fully established in the judi- 
cial tribunals. There can be no security for either person or property where 
such outrages are tolerated,' 
"From where and from whom does his excellency derive information 
that these abuses, the loose administration of criminal laws, ha,.c becn cor- 
rected in all the districts in the state? It is true the desired corrections ha,-e 
taken place in the city and county of San Francisco and in some other local- 
ities; but it is llot true that they haye been corrected throughout the state, 
and the people of special localities are the best judges of that fact, Persons 
at remote distances, however learned and skilful. cannot be the best jmlgcs; 
and to evidence that assertion I need only refer to the two deceptions con- 
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fessed by Governor 'VeHer to obtain unmerited clemency under the pardoning 
power. Unfortunately for the state and his excellency, it is the profligate 
and vile who most frequently seek his ear, and hence the necessity of greater 
caution in giving credence to the information volunteered, 'Yhere does 
Governor \Veller obtain his evidence that there can be no security for either 
person or property where such outrages as popular hanging are tolerated? 
'Yhere in California are persons and property more secure than in the city 
and county of San Francisco, and where have there been more capital punish- 
ments exeouted by the people, and justly too? Can it be possible that his 
excellency stands in fear of bodily harm at the hands of the people of this 
state? Is he a travelling arsenal like the scoundrels whom the people haYe 
hanged in consequence of such fears? 'The governor is powerless,' he says 
further, 'when the county officers, courts, and juries, neglect or refuse to dis- 
charge their duties.' Here is a truth as manifest as any truth ever uttered 
by anyone of the a})ostles. The go\?ernor is powerless, but the people are 
not, as has been shown in numerous instances. 'It is true that these acts 
were perpetrated by a few excited and reckless men; but it is clearly the duty 
of all good citizens to aid in bringing them to justice,' Here is a downright, 
barefaced falsehood, It is not true that these acts were perpetrated by a 
few excited and reckless men. The men who performed these lamentably 
painful duties did not perform them as a pastime: they were actuated by 
the first law of nature, self-protection, 'The frequent recurrence of these 
executions, and the total failure of courts or juries to prosecute, is calculated 
to retard the settlement of the state, and turn the tide of immigration in a 
different direction. 
Ien will not like to bring their families into a community 
where their lives and property are at the mercy of an infuriated populace,' 
" Are either of these sentiments true, understood as intended by the gov- 
ernor? Take, for example, the city and county of San Francisco. There is 
no locality in the state where so many desperadoes have been hanged by the 
populace as there, and the streets are thronged with mothers and children, 
and there is not a vacant tenement in the city, Theories must always gh-e 
'way to stubborn facts, \Vhere is this infuriated populace of which his excel- 
lency seems to have such a holy horror? I have spent much more timc in the 
state than he has, and have failed to discover it, · \Vhen bad men unite to take 
the law into their own hands
 to avenge their wrongs, whether real or imagi- 
nary, good citizens must combine to bring them to punishment, or else there 
is an end to an gmwernment,' 'Yhen and where have bad men united to take 
thc law into their own han<ls to avenge their wrongs, real or imaginary? Bad 
men have united to ta.ke the law into their own hands through frauds at the 
l)allot-box, for the purpose of escaping merited punishment; and good men 
have combined to avenge the wrongs })erpetrated by these bad men and their 
co-workers, and have performed their duty most effectually, ill many instances 
to the great henefit of the state, :Men who prowl about the country liying 011 
black-mail and free-lunch stealillgs, armed to the teeth ready to blow the top 
of the head off, or cut the heart out of any man who will not do their yile bid- 
dings, had best take warning, lest their turn should come on too short a notice 
for available repentance. It is only on extraordinary occasions that they ha,-e 
in their possession the weapons of murùcr, while bad men are walking ar:::;ellals. " 
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"r eller succeeds Johnson as governor. vVellor is 
1110re of a 111an than Johnson, yet \Veller's so\vn 
drag-on's teeth fail to produce him anti-'vigilant soldiers. 
"T eller is thoroughly la\v and order; he is obliged to 
be so or his party \voulc! discard hilll very quickly; and 
as politics is his vocation, surely he 11lay labor in it. 
His l)r'onllncicl1nientos against vigilance are harnllcss, 
but he never n1isses an opportunity of uttering theIne 
Like Napoleon, 'Ve11e1' despised ideologiBts. Ideas 
delnand of every \vhy a ,vherefore, and Weller could 
not bear to have his logic questioned. Conservatislll 
hates ideas, and so do la\v. and order. The élite of 
scoundrelislll had gathered in California, and in the 
garb of ,veIl dressed politicians it flourished on the 
streets of San Francisco, until disarn1ed by the death 
of trickery. I t sounds harsh, but it is true, that the 
la\vand order party of this tin1e, and for three years 
previous, ,vas an organization for the prolnotion of 
lllurder, a society for the suppression of virtue. 
La\v,vas their inexorable necessity, and their rea- 
soning ,vas as the logic of Clyten1nestra ,vhen she 
pleaded ,yith her son Orestes, \vho ,vas about to slay 
her for the Jllurder of his father, the great Agan1en1- 
non. "Fate," she cried, "compelled ll1e to the crin1e." 
"And fate," replied Orestes, "no\v ordains your death." 



CHAPTER XXXV. 


THE EXPATRIATED. 


'Twas for the good of my country that I should be abroad. 
Fal'fJ.U lwr. 


THE act of expatriation, as I have .before remarked, 
was not after all so very crueL I t amounted in lllost 
cases to a free passage for some devotee of the der- 
ringer, election bludgeon-brandisher, or other social 
vulture, \vho having terminated his career in Cali- 
fornia, having \vrought all the Inischief possible 
here, no\v sought another clilllo \vhere, being un- 
kno\vn to the police, he might begin ane\v. Travel 
being prescribed, and the noxious individual being 
out of llloney, as those who live upon the public 
usually are, he 'vas duly provided for and escorteel 
to the vessel by the COllllllittee. So that a verdict 
like thú follo\ving: "1\11' Cunninghanl, you have been 
found guilty of passing altered coin and of robbing 
the dead. Your sentence is that you leave this state 
never to return under penalty of death," signifies 
to 
Ir Cunninghan1 that his passage hence \vill Le 
paid, but stipulates that he lllust not return. But 
\vhy should 1\11' Cunninghanl \vish to return? CaÙ 
he not do better in a country \vhere the dead have 
not yet beon robbed 1 
Thousands of honest 111en in those days \vould 
have gladly availed thenltjclves of such an of!C.l: 
but honest 111en must pay their O\Vll fare \vhen they 
traveL 
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In the follo\ving ll1anner application ,vas Inadc for 
leave of absence by the expatriated: 


"SAX FRA
CISCO, 5th July, 1856. 
" To the Executive Oommittee of the Oommittee of Vi[Jilance:- 
"GEXTLE:
IEX: Being desirous of leaving to-day by the steamer for Panama, 
I would request your permission so to do. 
"I am y'r ob't sv't, 


His 
"LEWIS X MAHONEY. 
Mark, 


"'Yitness, R. B. 'V ALLACE. " 


By the Panamá steamer Jolin L. StelJhens, sailing 
the 5th of July, \vere shipped by the Coullnittee, after 
full investigation and decision, six more of their pris- 
oners, notorious in the annals of crime, J. R. l\Ialo- 
ney, Dan Aldrich, T. B. Cunningham, A. Purple, 
L. l\1ahoney, and T. l\1:ulloy. All expressed theu1- 
sel yes as satisfied ,vith the justness of their sentence. 
\Vithout stir or display they 'v ere taken from the 
r00111S about three o'clock in the afternoon, placed 
on Loard the stealner, and closely attended until the 
vessel ,vas under \vay, \vhen the guard returned in 
slnall boats, as \ve have seen. 
80111e of the prisoners ,vrote the Con1111ittee occa- 
sionally, making knO\Vll their ,vishes in that ,yay. 1\11' 
Cunninghanl ,vas a frequent correspondent. I give a 
sall1plc of his letter-,vriting: 
"VIGILAXCE COl\IMITTEE Roo:\ls, Sunday, 3 o'clock, P. M. 
"Exec'lttive Oommittee:- 
" G EXTLEMEX: I hope you will excuse my forwardness in addressing yon 
so often. I can assure you that, situated as I am at present and undC'r the 
existing circumstances, life is a burden to me, For the sake of God anù 
my helpless family will you not grant me the time which I so earnestly desiro 
of you? If not, I hope you will take such prompt action as to alle
iate my 
sufferings by sending me away out of the country. I would much like it, as 
confinement does not agree with me, and if I have to remain here much 
longer perhaps God would save you the trouble of my company, I trust 
therefore you will grant one or the other of my requests as speedily as 
your honorable body may deem expedient, anù your petitioner will forever 
pray. 


"I remain yours, etc. 


"Tnos, B, CU

IXGn.A::\I." 
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Another thus ,vrites: 


"SATURDAY, July 19, 1856. 
"To the Gcntlemen of the Executive Committee of riyilance:- 
"The time ha\
ing almost expired allotted me to depart from this my 
adopted home, I make this my first and last appeal to your mercy and 
clemency, Gentlemen, I l)lace too much trust in your magnanimity to think 
you would injure me in any way but by my removal. :My home has cost me 
over t\vo thousand dollars, which I cannot dispose of unless at a yery great 
sacrifice, Gentlemen, if you have any doubts of my statement, call at my 
house and. satisfy yourselves, If yon will but consider, gentlemen, I was 
kept prisoner four days, and only from 'Yednesday to settle my affairs, 
Gentlemen, I pray you more time or an opportunity to vindicate myself 
through gentlemen such as E.. Smith of the :l\Iercantile Hotel, Capt. A. F. 
Scott, Lieut,-Col. Ellis, G. Gilman. 


"Yours, obediently, 
" JOHN COONEY." 


At the meeting of Sunday the 20th of July it ,yas 
ordered, "That l\IcLean shaH leav"'e in the steamer of 
to-nlOl'TO'V for Panan1á and that his passage be paid 
by this COlllll1ittoe on condition that the same be re- 
funded fron1 the proceeds uf his property, by Mr 
Baker, ,vho is authorized to settle the Sa1110. Also, 
that the said 1IcLean shall sign a confession of his 
guilt, and the appeal for pern1ission to leave this 
state, ,vith a pledge never to return." Vvillian1 F. 
l\IcLean, Jilll Burke alias Activity, Abran1 Craft, and 
Jinl White departed by this stealner, again leaving 
the cells enlpty, save those of Brace, Terry, and 
Green. 
The 27th of August at a Ineeting of the executive 
C0111111ittee a lnotion ,vas 111ade and carried that I. S. 
l\Iusgroyc, late supervisor of the county, be notified 
through tho daily papers that the privilege ,,"'as given 
hinl of leaving the state on or before the 20th of Sep- 
telnbcr, never to return, failing in \vhich he subjected 
lÚnlsclf to the usual penalty. 
John Stephens having assaulted Ed\vard D. Jones, 
a 111ember of the COlnnlittee of Vigilance and a Ines- 
senger of the 23d Conlpany, for his acts as Inelnber 
of the COlnnlÌttee, on the 28th of August it ,vas re- 
solved by the CAocutivè COlll111ittee that he be ban- 
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ished from the state, and that he leave on or before 
the 5th of Septelnber, never to return. 
Out into the ,vorId, back to those who sent then1, 
hence t.hese evil-olnened parasites \vere driven, and 
joyously n1any of then} ,vent, joyous that no ,vorse 
fate had befallen then1. In various ,vays they 
den10nstrated their appreciation of the blessings of 
liberty. Not unfrequently passengers by the stealners 
that carried then1 n1issed nloney or articles of clothing. 
Sonle, like Billy 1\1 ulligan, \vatched the hotels of N e\v 
York or N e\v Orleans, and exercised theillselves in 
letting fly from the shoulder their fists on any luck- 
less Californian they happened to find ,vho had not 
la\v and order ,vritten on his linealllents. Burke and 
White narrowly escaped 111eeting a ,vatery grave at 
the hands of the incensed passengers of the Illinois 
for having stolen three hundred and sixty-four dollars 
from a 
Irs Herman. Purple stole t,venty dollars 
frolll one of the passengers. Aldrich s,vore be ,vould 
go Lack; but he seenled to be in no haste to do so. 
The 24th of July the vigilant police inforn1cd the 
Executive that Ed,vard Bulger, a prisoner shipped 
by the C011}nlittee to I-Ionolulu, by the bark }Tankee, 
had returned by the san1e vessel. An order \vas 
issued, and the lHan \vas arrested. 
This ,vas the only instance \yhere an exile returned 
during the active operations of the Conln1ittee. It 
,vas the custonl to allo\v those sentenced to banish- 
In en t to select their o\vn placc of exile. IVIr Bulger 
thought the bahny air of the Ha,vaiian Isles conducive 
to a life of retirelnent upon hard-earned laurels, and 
so it \vas, and \vould have pleased hinl ,vell hat! the 
people at large anything to steal; but after he had 
taken a look at the country he concluded to return 
and risk a hanging. Such YlaS his ans,ver to tho 
Executive ,vhen arraigned before theill for a disobe- 
dience the penalty of \v hich ,vas death. 
Bulger did not seenl to realize his position. The 
Comn1itteo ,yere not accustoll1ed to say ,vhat they 
POP. TRIll" VOL, II, 38 
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did not Inean; they ,yore not the 111en to promise and 
not perform. They sought tho de
th of nOlle. They 
regretted that anyone against ,vhonl the death edict 
had gone forth should have tho harJihoo
l to return 
and place his o,vn neck in the halter. But ,vere it a 
son ,vho disobeyed he should die for it; and they 
,vondered at this n1an'8 telnerity, his indifference to 
the a,vful fate a,vaiting hinl, for they say! no Ineal1S 
of escape for hin}. 
"Are you a,vare that tho sentence of death is 
hanging over you by reason of your return?" asked 
the president of Bulger \vhen brought for exalnina- 
tion beforo the Executive. 
"No," ,vas the reply. 
" Were you not told 'v hen sent avvay that if you 
returned your life ,vould be forfeit?" 
" N " 
o. 
"What!" oxclailned the president, \vha could but 
regard the statelnent as false, ",vere you never noti- 
fied of your sentence of banislunent?" 
"Never; I ,vas Inerely tried and sent a,vay." 
"\Ve Ylilllook into tho 111atter," said the president. 
"For your sake I hope ,vhat you say is true; if not 
your life is surely forfeit." 
It ,vaG the custon} of tho Comnlittee to fra111e the 
sentences of Lanislullent; and it ,vas then Inade the duty 
of one of the Inembers to go around to the cells and 
read thell1 to those so sentenced. Bulger ,vas no,v 
put on trial for his life. Half a dozen InernLers of 
the COl
llllitteo ,vere examined. Finally the 111ell1ber 
appointed to notify this prisoner of his sentenco ,Y:1S 
found and called upon to testify. The rneluber said 
that although he did not recollect this particular case 
he had undoubtedly follo,ved the rule. Bulger ,vas 
no,,,," keenly alive to the perils of his position, and his 
dull \vits Legan to ,york. IIis chances for a green old 
age began to look very dark. Greatly excited he 
turned to the testifying nlclllber and said: 
"Do you not rClllelnbor that ,vhen you carne to JllY 
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cell I asked you to read to 111e a let.ter \v hich I had 
just receiyed froin nlY nlother, the contents of \vhieh 
so affected n1e that I \vept like a child ? Yon ,vent 
a,vay from Iny cell ,vithout reading 111e any sentence 
\vhatever." 
Bringing his fist do,vn upon the table ,vith a pon- 
derous oath the Inember exclairned, " You are right! 
I no\v remenlber the incident perfectly ,veIl. Gentle- 
Inen," said he, turning to the COlnn1Íttee, "I a,vait 
your censure; and in COlnn10n ,yith all of you rejoice 
in this n1an's ahnost miraculous deliverance." Bulger 
Y1::1S sentenced, as before, to ]eaye the state, never to 
return, under pain of death. He departed gladly, and 
,vith the decree of the Committee so graven on his 
lnind as to keep it in vivid remelnbrance to his dying 
day. In these proceedings the delegates concurred. 
The steamer Sonora, \v hich sailed fro1n San Fran- 
cisco the 5th of August, relieved the COffilnittee uf 

like Brannigan, H. F. Foy, Echvard Bulger, and 
John Cooney, \vhile the Sierra Nevada, sailing the 
saIne day, carried a\vay Chris Lilly. 
After the COlll1l1ittee had retired its efficient force, 
several returned though nOlle ,vere ever taken. 1\Iartin 
Gallagher returned fi-'om Honolulu by ,yay of Puget 
Sound in the bark Glencoe, arriving at San Francisco 
Bay the 5th of October 185G. Under the assumed 
nan1e of vVilson Hunt he had shipped for Puget Sound, 
and thence ,yorked his passage to San Francisco. 
Inlnlediately on cOIning to anchor he slipped on shore 
and disappeared. The Vigilance Comnlittee ,vere soon 
on his track, but l\fartin eluded them and finally 
escaped ,vith a ne\vly Inarried ,vife by the John Stuart. 
Indeed it ,vas l\Iartin's love that had brought hinl 
back at the inul1inent risk of his neck. The devoted 
'VOlllan ,vho was to become his ,vife offered to foIlo\v 
hiut into exile, but he inforlned her that he should 
not ren1ain at the Islands, but ,vould call for her and 
take her a,vay. The \vife and t,vo children of Bill 
Ley/is accolnpanied Gallagher to Callao, 'v here the ex- 
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patriated husband and father a\vaited them. Surely 
love kno\vs neither station nor behavior. 
Gallagher "'"as a night-\vatchulan in the custom- 
house at the time of his arrest by the COllunittee. 
He ,vas tried by the Executive, and convicted of being 
a disorderly character, a pest to society, and a nui- 
sance. From South Anlerica he returned, arriving by 
the Golden Age the 14th of J alluary 1858. IIaving 
been in the service of the United States, and the 
United States judges then sitting in San Francisco 
being opposed to the action of the Vigilance Con1- 
mittee, 
lartin thought his chances better in a suit 
before them than before the courts under the 1110re 
immediate direction of the people. Hence he soon 
after proceeded to libel the bark l
anll-ee, J an1es SnlÌth 
III aster ; and not\vithstanding it ,vas proved beyond 
question, that \v hen the tug IIercules calno alongside 
after the vessel ,vas out at sea, and the expatriateè 
stepped on board, the captain of the bark asked 
Ìlen1 
distinctly and severally if they Yt
i
hed to go to the 
Sand\vich Islands, and each for hÏlnself replied that 
h8 did, anJ although they ,vero treated in o\'cry ,yay 
during the voyage not as crilllinals but as first-class 
passengers, yet the kind court gave l\lartin three 
thousand dollars. 
Regarding this decision the Bulletin of the 19th of 
J annary 1859 says: " After carefully perusing that 
paper, over and over again, our first ilnpression be-- 
COlnes more confirmed, that the result is o\ving to the 
personal prejudices entertained by the judge." 1\11' 
ICing then goes on in strong language to give his 
opinion of courts and judges in California at this 
tinle, and then continues in a some\vhat Inilùer strain: 
"He has done nlore than that; he has Inade a n1Ìs- 
chievous precedent, 'v hich ,vill encourage certain 
infanlous people to institute proceediugs against the 
good citizens of San Francisco, that Inust necessa- 
rily cause annoyance and irritation, and end in the 
engendering of Inore bad blood and iil-feeling in 
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our already disturbed and too much divided conl- 
nlunity. At this juncture this decision is a public 
Jnisfortune. Just as the bitterness of the past ,vas 
fading out, this federal judge transcends his duty to 
stir up the elnbers, and again fan the fire into a COll- 
. bl " 
sUillIng aze. 
Vvhen the case ,vas a.ppealed to the United States 
circuit court, there appearing no reason frolH the 
la \y and eviùence to decide other,vise in the case, 
the foriner decision ,vas confirmed. The suit \vas 
brought for the recovery of dalnages for a lnaritime 
tort. In the first place no ''''rong had been conl- 
lllitted, and in the second place these judges ignored 
the fact that at the tinle of Gallagher's arrest the 
Vigilance Conl1nittee ,vas the governillent de __facto of 
San Francisco, ,vielding suprenle po,ver of life and 
death over all ,vho entered the Golden Gate. These 
judges ,yere very quiet then; very deferential to the 
principle and ]Jersonnel of vigilanée. And as they 
never dared to quite satisfy their bruised pride upon 
the Ineulbers of the Conl1nittee thelnselves, thi
 t;hip- 
captain should not escape although he had silnply 
obeyed the 111alldates of the then exi::;ting govcrnnlent, 
,vhich perforce he ,vas obliged to obey. Such is the 
equity and honesty of la,v. After,vard Gallagher en- 
deavored to 
ell his judgn1ent to the COIDll1ittee for t,vo 
thousand dollars, but they ,vould not purchase; fronl 
,vhich circullu,tauce, together \vith the inquiry as to the 
state of vigilant forces in case of an elnergency, it looked 
as though the Coulluittee did not intend to pay it. 
Charle
 P. Duane, ::;un1eti111es called Duteh Charley, 
as \ve have seen, ,vas arrcðted and brought to garrison 
the 1st of J Hue. T\vo days after,varù he ,vas sentenced 
to transportation, ,vhich ,vas carried into effect hy 
placing hi1n, in C0111pany ,vith :1\11' "\\Tillialn 1\lulligan 
and 
Ir 'V o oIly I{earny, on hoard the Guld(Jn .Llge the 
5th of J nne, 
lartil1 Gallagher, Biny Carr, and E(hyard 
Bulger being shipped at the saIne tillle by the bark 
JTaukee for the Ha\vaiian Islands. 
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Hints had been thro\vn out to Duane that he \vould 
do \vell to leave the city, but he paid no attention to 
theIn, s,vearing that no t\vel ve IDen under the canopy 
of heaven should take him alive. Elnpty as space 
are the óaths of the bully. He al\vays carried a dose 
of poison on his person to cheat the hangn1an ,vith, 
he said, though there never \vas the slightest danger 
of his taking it, nor \vould any good Ulan have mourned 
had he done so. 
. 
.L-\.rrived at .L
capulco, Duane n1ade his escape from 
the steamer, and there remained SOllle eleven days, 
until the John L. StelJhens fro111 Pananui, bound up, 
entered the port. On his ,yay llo\vn he had expressed 
his Jetermination to return at any hazard. It \vas 
here the StclJhens' officers and passengers first learned 
of the ne\v social regeneration then transpiring in 
San Francisco, of the doings of the Con1Inittce and 
the names of the expatriated. Presently Charley 
caIne on board, and \vas at once the centre of a curious 
group. He said he had been unjustly treated and 
\vished to return. The captain, ho\yever, \vould not 
perluit hin1 to take passage. Charley then disappeared. 
\Vhen the steamer ,vas ready to sail search \vas in- 
stituted, and as he \vas no\vhere to be found it \vas 
thought he must have gone ashore. 
Such ,vas Ly 110 Ineans Charley's intention. When 
the steamer \vas fairly at sea, the purser, \v ho had 
gone to the barber's shop to be shaved, entered his 
rOOIn, and there n1uch to his surprise found Charley 
comfortably seated ill his chair. He imn1ediately in- 
formed the captain, \v ho or(lered that Duane should 
be treated as a sto\va\vay and put ashore or transferred. 
to SOITIe other vessel at the first opportunity. 
"Captain," begged Duane, "let Ille go back. I \vill 
pay lIlY fare; I \vill give lnyself up to the C01l1mittee 
innnediately on landing; let thenl do \vith n1e as they 
please, I cannot go else\vhere and hold up my head." 
"But they \viU hang you higher than !-ialllan/' re- 
plied the captain. 


. 
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"Capt:1in," exclailned the evil-doer, "I ,vould rather 
die in California ,vithout touching ground ,vith IllY 
feet than live a prince in any other country!" 
It ,vas all, ho,vever, of no avail. Captain Pearson 
kne\v that this offender had been shipped fro111 San 
Francisco for a good purpose, and he ,vould not inter- 
{ere ,vith the city's purgation. Off the gulf of Cali- 
fornia the steanler SonoTa hove in sight bound do,vn, 
and the captain ordereà Charley transferred. On 
looking for hinl, ho\vever, he \vas n1Ïssing. 
"I ,vill have hilll out of he1"e if it takes me a fort- 
night," exclainled the captain. After searching some 
tilHe, this so devoted lover of California ,vas found 
snugly sto\ved under one of the quarter-boats. Here 
again Duane threatened, knife in hand, any ,vho 
offered to touch binl. But he ,vas brought out and 
put on board the do,vn,vard - bound steanler. Fronl 
Pallalni he ,vas taken to N e\v York. The cOlnpan- 
ions of Duane shipped Ly the Conllilittec Blade no 
etlort to leave the steanler at ..L
capulco ,vith hill1- 
Hù,,'ever sinful, the fl'aternityfoundfl'iends \yherever 
they ,vent. We have seen that Charley offered to 
pay his fare to San Francit;co. N o'v Charley had no 
llloney. 
Ioncy is not necessary to SOIlle people in 
travelling. Why should one ,vhose profcs
ioll it \Vtl8 
to prey on his fello,vs require Illolley in lllinglillg ,vith 
theln? \Vas not the ,vorld his oyster? In this in- 
stance Charley found several good friends, SOlne of 
thenl high in po\ver, with kind hearts and of no srnall 
influence, ready \vith the nloney to ray hiB fare, uuJ 
even insisting insinuatingly that the captain should 
take it; after \vhicb ,ve are not greatly 
urprisèd to 
fiud Cbarley Lefricnded by others. 
Dr J. D. B. Stilhual1, fr0111 \vhose dictation I quote, 
,vas surgeon of the Stephens at the tilllC. "lIe ,vas 
a bully 
nd a hig-h-cocka]oru{n on Loan 1 tht
 ship," 
says the doctor. "If he \vallted ,vine or allythin:-{ el
c 
he g ot it. thev O'3,VC hilll ,vhatever he a:skeu for 
, J h 
Lecause they did not dare to refuse hilli. I\. high 
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official, one of the passengers on board our steanler, 
ad\"rised Duane not to leave the ship unless they used 
foree to put hinl off, and if they did then to go. The 
official \\'as in high dudgeon, considering that an 
outrage had been cOlllmitted on the high seas, for 
,vhich the officers of the ship and the cOlnpany ought 
to be lnade responsible and punished. That \vas all 
that saveu Duane's life. If he had COlne back at that 
tinle, at the height of the excitenlent about Terry, 
he ,vould. have s\vung before sUlldo\vn." 
At Pananlä Duane created so nluch disturbance 
that the authorities requested hilll to depart, but he 
declined, and clailned. protection fron1 the United 
States consul. In N e\v York, becon1Îng tired of life, 
he took laudanun1 to kill hinlself ,vithal; Lut unfor- 
tunately he overdid it. 
Charley returned to San Francisco in 1860, still 
breathing vengeance. lIe seemed to be as nluch in- 
censell against Pear
on as against the Con11nittee; at 
all evcnts he regarded. his chances for nloney botter 
in that quarter, for he ilnmediately brought suit in 
the United States District Court, and obtained jp.dg- 
nlont for four thousand dollars. The suprenle court, 
ho,vovcr, reversed the decision, and the four thousand 
dollars ,vas cut do\vn to fifty. 
The trial lasted a long tin1e. Says the Bulletin in 
speaking of it the 3d of Decen1hcr, 1865: "Duane is 
in luck. Exile furnished hinl a fine capital to dra\v 
on ever since. It gave him a standing clain1 on 
sympathizing friends ,vho suffered ,vith hiln, and 
SOITIe 'v ho oBcapeJ his punislllTIent; on den10cratic 
legislatures, and generous boards of supervisors. Last 
of all conles a handson1e douceur of four thousand dol- 
lars; but \ve suspect the case is not ended. It ,vill 
doubtless be appealed, and if justice is not as deaf as 
she is said to Le LEnd, it Illay take sonle tilne yet for 
hinl to see the color of that four thousand dollars 
dalnages for being saved fro1l1 hanging." 
Dua,nc like\vise filed libe1s against the steall1-tug 
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IIcl'cl.,tles, Goodall In aster, and the steaulcr Golden 
lge. 
Captain \Vatkins, \v hich \vere cOll1prolui:scd. The 
aO'ureO"ate dalnaO'cs in all these suits claiu1cd b y 
ðö (::I (::I 
hill) aillounted to one hundred and t\ycuty-fivc thou- 
sand dollars. vVith the judges usually against theIn, 
these suits ,vere extremely annoying to the Con1- 
lni ttee. 
Billy Carr \vas once a printer in N e\v York city. 
Coming to California he becalne gentlcnlan politician, 
,vas arrested six tillles for assault and Lattery, and 
once for lnurder, and \vas once judge of a first-\vard 
election. It took hiln five days to count the votes 
and arrange the returns to suit hinl, \
Thi
h ,york \yas 
perforlned, contrary to la,v, ,vith closed doors. In 
election fights he \vas very quick. lIe \vas arrested 
t\vice at the Sand\vich Islands for assault and battery, 
and once for being drunk. 
The end of Lilly COines to us in a letter frOln 
Panamá: "Lilly having been expell<>d by the \Tig-il- 
ance Conlmittee in 185G, ,vent to Nicaragua, \yhere 
he traded and galnbled by turns, and finally fitted out 
a little schooner, \vhich he loaded ,vith coffee at Pun- 
tarenas de Costa Rica, to sell to 'Valh:er. The fili- 
buster chief bought a portion of his coífce, and taking 
in son1e cocoa, Lilly cleared for 1\fanzanillo, in l\Iexico. 
Getting disabled, he put into Realejo, ,vhere he found 
I{note \vith t\VO vcs
els. Knote ad vi
ed Lilly" to go 
to La Union to repair, and took hiul in to\V. On hi8 
arri val thero he took hiin and his cOlllpanion, Yates, 
on board his o\vn yessel, and put then1 in irons under 
a charge ofLeing filibusters. He confisc:1ted to his o\vn 
personal use the coffee and cocoa, and took a\vay frol11 
Lilly some fifteen hundred dollars in money, n splendid 
dian10nd brooch, and other je\velry. After several 
days !(llote ordered a file of lllarines into the hold of 
the vessel, and, ,yhile the t\yO filen ,yere confineJ in 
chains, had then1 shot. Lilly died inlmediately, but 
Yates, in his a6"ony, dashed out the brain
 of his dead 
companion \vith his irons. Ienote then ,vent out of 
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t
lC h::u'bor under the pretence of getting ,vater, and 
thre\v the bodies into the sea. Of course it is right 
t!lat reparation should be cleillanded for this horrible 
outrage. But isn't it a little strange that one of our 
national vessels should be ordered a,vay from a port 
Yvhere, t\VO years ago, seventeen, and God only kno\vs 
ho\v many Inore, honest An1ericans \vere just as brutally 
111urdered by the N e\v Granadan police, to seek repa- 
ration for the n1urder of a Inan ,vho ,vas notoriously a 
L:1d citizen, and \vho, it n1ay prove, ,vas engaged in 
filibustering against the honor and interests of his 
country?" 
Of Le,vis l\lahoney, exiled by the people of Contra 
Costa County, in the sumn1er of 1856, \ve have bad ac- 
counts. lIe returned, ,vas arrested, ilTIprisoned at San 
J osé, escaped, and after,vards appeared at Oaldand, 
Ylhcrc he con1Initted a robbery, and \vas fillaHy caught 
and ilnprisoncd. He ,vas captured one lTIorning, about 
Ðunrise, at the house of a 
"renchn1an, called French 
Jinl, Let\vecn San Leandro and San Antonio, in Ala- 
Bleda County. 
"It appears that l\fahoney had sold French Jin1 
a horse tho \veck previous," \vrites one, "and that 
lnorning \vent to get the balance of the n10ney. lIe 
\vas 1110unted on a fÌno gray horse, and had a splcndid 
Spani
h saddle, \vorth seventy-five dollars, \vhich he had 
stolen fron1 Estudillo. French Jin1, ,vho in the n1can 
YV hile had learned \vith 'v hon1 he \vas dealing, arrested 
the thicf and conveyed hin1 to San Leandro. lIe \vas 
put on the stage for the purpose of taking hilll back to 
San J osó, [ron1 the jail of \v hich city he had escaped; 
but in the lnean \vhile the robbery of the Spall ish 
saddlo becan1e kno,vn, and he ,vas rctained for trial at 
San Leandro on that charge. J\fahoney has been 
figuring rather largely in the papers lately, on account 
of tho roLbery of the Boston l-Iouse, in Oakland, of 
thrce hunch'ed and sixty dollars. Ileapplied for lodging 
there one Saturday night, and ,vas tah:cll in; but in 
the n10rl1illg he \vas n1issing, anù the money \vith him. 
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Nothing n10re ,vas heard of hin1 till French Jin1, to 
'VhOlTI be the credit, arrested hitn, as above f,tatell. 
J\Iahoney also figured sorue n10nthH ago in San 
I<-
teo, 
,y here he ,vas arrested before being taken to 8<111 J osé. 
It ,vill be at once seen that he is an actiye and auda- 
cious rascal, and ,veIl deserving the UtU10st severity of 
the la\v. When 1\Iahoney broke fro111 the jail at San 
J osé, on the night of the 3d of SeptenI bel', t,vo other 
prisoners, n
lned J ohn Norton and John Cain, escaped 
,vith hiln. I t is believed that Cairi ,vas shot Ly the 
deputy-sheriff\vho ,vas in pursuit, Lut ,vas rescued by 
his friends. The sheriff of Santa Clara County has 
been out for son1e tilne \vith a posse in search of the 
fugitives and their harborers." 
On the authority of the Alta, "J\lichael Brannigan, 
one of th03G expatriated by the Vigilance Committee, 
left N e,v York on the l--r exCls on the 24th of SeptelTIber 
last., and, loudly protesting his innocence and threat- 
ening all sorts of horrible feats, announced his inten- 
tion of returning to California and sacriíicing hilllself. 
He ,vas escorted to the 'v hal'f by 1\1 ulligan, Duane, 
and Cro,v. The first fe\v days at sea he kept quiet, 
but after that launched out in a tide of drunkenness 
and blackguardisn1. On the river boat he \yas intox- 
icated, and exposing his person indecently in the caLin 
he \vas expelled by the passengers. Shortly after- 
,vard he disputed ,vith a ncgro about a dullar, ,vhen 
one of the passengers interfered and PUlTIulclled 1\11' 
Brannigan severely. The captain then had hin1 tied 
on the lo\ver deck. At Virgin Bay one of the sol- 
diers ,v hipped hin1 also, and it ,vas hard to tell ,vhat 
color his face had been the n10rning previous. Cap- 
tain Blethen, of the SiC17'(l Nevada" refused to allo\v 
hin1 to proceed to this port." 
But 1\like ,vas not to be thus put do\yn. A re- 
porter at the Stockton state fair, on the 28th of Sep- 
ten1ber 1857, thus ,vrites: "
Iike Brannigan, the 
Vigilance COlnmittee exiled hackluan, arrived here a 
day or t,vo since, from Sacrarnento, bringing over a 
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fine carriage \vhich he intended to run during the 
fair, and thereby Inake a pretty penny. J\Iiko's plan 
,vas not a bad one, as there doubtless ,viII be more dc- 
Inand for coaches than the linlÎted hOlne supply of a 
small place like this can ans\ver. But, unfortunately 
for hill1, \vhile loitering about \vaiting for the \york to 
begin, he assuaged his thirst too often upon bad 
\vhiskey, \vhich tended to inílanle his passions. Having 
nothing or nobody else to find fault \vith, he just 
cavorted around loose, and pitched into the Vigil- 
ance C01TIluittee. 'This is a la\v and order town,' said 
J\like, 'and a gentleman can here have satisfaction 
out of the co\vardly vigilants.' Presently J\fike got 
too noisy; so he \vas pounced upon by a constable and 
In arched off to the calaboose, and this in spite of his 
pertinacious declaration that he \vas a la\v and order 
Inan, and that he al\vays thought that Stockton \vas 
a la \v and order to\\Tll ! Next Inorning J\Iike \vas ar- 
raigned before a squire, on a charge of being noisy and 
disorderly. He denied being guilty, anù clainled a 
jury trial. A jury ,vas sUlllnloned composed of simon- 
pure la\v and order n1en, \vho patiently heard the evi- 
dence, and found that J\Iike ,vas guilty 1 He \yas sen- 
tenced to pay a fine of thirty dollars, and to ten days 
imprisonlnent; and no\v lies in durance vile, \vhich 
\vill continue for six days. I fear he will be at least a 
day after the fair \vi th his coach." 


1\fr Billy 1\fulligan carried ,vith him to Ne,v York 
all his \vrongs carefully \vrapped in his bosom. Asso- 
ciating ther
 ,vith ro\vdies of his own class, he aU1used 
llimself by \vatching the arrival of vigilants at the 
110tels and assaulting them. 
"Y ou are the man, are you, who helped to drive 
nle out of California?" he exclaimed to IIiram N. 
Webb as that gentlenlan, on the evening of the 21st 
of June 1858, \vas standing in the bar-room of the 
1\Iet,ropolitan IIote!. With these words, 1\1 ulligan dealt 
Webb a blow which rendered him alulost senseless. 
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1\1 ulligan ,vas protected by his friends. Arrested 
next day, he under,vellt the fornl of trial, and ,vas dis- 
charged. This is but one trifling example of ,vhat 
travelling vigilants ,vere subjected to for years after 
the crusade had closed. 
Billy found plenty to do in N e,v York. During 
these years ,ve find hilTI often before the police and 
other courts. He had a quarrel ,vith John l\Iorrissey, 
the falTIOUS pugilist, in January 1860, ,vhich resulted 
in the very non-professional ,vay of settling difficulties, 
pleading before a justice of the peace. Out on bail, he 
\vas again arrested before the next lllorning. And so on. 
The N e,v York Express in an obituary of the arch- 
yillain says: 


"The death of Billy J\lulligan creates considerable excitement in this city, 
where he ,vas well and unfavorably known as a pugilist of the lowest character, 
no regular prize-fighter even, caring t() associate with him, as he always found 
mcans to escape from a regular prize-fight. He was a cooper by trade, but 
eschewing that honorable calling for the pleasures of the gambling-house, he, 
at an early date in the history of California, emigrated to that state, where 
he spent much of his life of dissipatiou, and becoming mixed up with the 
13roderick will case, was, in 1836, iuvited by the Vigilance Committee to 
leave. Retun1Ïng hither he contil1uetl his career as a blackleg, and one night 
shot officer Oliver, of the fifteenth precinct, at No, û2û Broadway, while in 
the discharge of his duty. Billy was tried for this before J lldge Gould, and 
on the 20th of Dccember 18ûO sent to Sing Sing for four years and six months, 
J, T, Brady and Richard Busteed appearing for him, 'Vhile under se
tence 
at the Tombs he married :Mary A, Lewis, a keeper of a house of prostitution 
in Houston street, whom he afterwards deserted, The supreme court admitted 
Billy to bail, pending a new trial. He then aided in raising the Empire City 
Rcgiment for the war, but was not permitted to leave the city as its lieuten- 
ant-coloncl. Grieved at this, he left for the shores of the Pacific, where he 
met with his untimely end," 


l\Iulligan came fronl Ireland to N e\v York at an 
early age, and thence to California in 1850. lIe was 
a prince alllong the political roughs of the day, a 
111an of great authority in his party. No as}Jirant for 
office ,vas too proud to do hill1 reverence. In ahnost 
every nOlllinating convention he had a seat, and ,vas 
1l10ro than ordinarily cOl1L,picuous and influential in that 
fau10us body ,vhich sold state alld nlunicipal elections 
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at such large prices, receiving t,venty-eight thous
ncl 
dollars for that of Inayor alone. 
The last day of January 1864 sa,v Billy back in 
San Francisco. 1-1e ,vas '
1"arlTIly received; indeed so 
,varnlly that he narro\vly escaped hanging. Eight 
years \vas a long tilDe for so faithful a devotee of the 
dranl-shops to be a ,vay, and yet the curb-stones on 
}Iontgol11ery street seemed not to have forgotten hill), 
S0111e thought that ne,vs of Dl1ane'8 success \vith I-Io{f- 
111an and J\IcAlIister brought Billy back, but it 
'.
as 
not so. 
Ir l\Iulligan \vas not l11ercenary. He "
as 
a philosophic villain. As long as his nlea1-barrel and 
branùy-bottle \vere not empty he cared little for the 
rest. Thus Billy basked in tho sunlight of his N e\v 
York and San Francisco fame, dressing elegantly, 
and eating of the Lest \vhile in San It'rancisco at 
the St Francis lIntel, fronting the upper Clay-street 
corner of the plaza, until lllidsulllnler of the year fol- 
lo\ving. 
Billy's disposition ,vas like a ,vayside pool, ,vhich 
,vhen undisturbed snlilingly glistens in the sunlight, 
but stirred it becon1es thick ,vith n1uddy ,vrath. The 
death of this lllall ,vas strange-stranger than his 
life. For SOHle time previous to the 7th of July 18G5, 
on the afternoon of ,vhich day he met his end, he had 
been troubled \vith deliriun1 tremens, and lived in 
constant dread of the 'Tigilance Conlmittee, lest they 
shoulù COllle and take him. So oppressed \vas he by 
this idea that the night of the 6th he could not sleep 
in his bed, but gave himself up to the police for pro- 
tection. IIo \vas locked in a cell for the night, aud 
in the lllorning, appearing caIrn, ho \yas set at liberty. 
Thenco he proceeded to the St Francis IIotel, l4)cl
ed 
hiuJsclf ill his room, and barricaded the door. L
bout 
nine o'clock a Chinese launder at ,vork opposite ,vas 
surprised by a bullet \vhich came crashing in through 
his \yindo,v anll lodged in the \vall in uncolTIfortabJe 
proxin1Íty to his head. Investigation proveJ it to 
have come frolll l\lulligan's pistol fired from :Thfulligan'
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,vindo,v. An attelnpt ,vas made to arrest hiln, but 
the officer on approaching his rOOlll ,vas ,yarned Lack. 
lIe s,vore the Vigilance Comn1ittee should not tal
o 
hinl alive. Strategy ,vas resorted to. An officer on 
the street sought to attract his attentio'n, ,yhile UI:- 
other stood on the balcony close by his \vinelo\v ready 
to seize hilH the mon1ent he put his head out. 
I el- 
ligan sa\v the rnan on the balcony, and fired at hin1, 
the ball just grazing his head. This proceeding roused 
l\Iulligan to frenzy. He came out upon the Lalcony, 
pistol in hand, blaspheming incoherently, and ,,-alked 
round froln the front to the Clay-street side, 'v here he 
entered at another open ,vindo,v. It ,vas no,v thought 
to try hinl \vith his friends, but those v
'ho kne\v hilll 
Lest ,vere least inclined to approach hin1. Finally 
one Jack 11cN abb, an old and familiar cOlnpanion, 
undertook to pacify him. Ascending the stairs of the 
hotel he called to l\fulligan in a friendly \vay, saying 
he had C0111e for him to take a drink, and like plea:=,
nt 
renlarks. l\fulligan levelled his pistol at hinl 

nd 
,yarned him not to come near. l\IcN abb continued to 
approach, at the sarne time speaking coaxingly to 
hirl1, until ,vhen ,vithin a fe,v feet of hÏ1n l\Iulligan 
fired, the ball entering the right breast near the ar111- 
pit and causing death ,vithin half an hour. Poor 
J\IcN abb I It ,vas a braye act, and for a noble purpose. 
The excitelnent no,v became intense, and round the 
hotel the streets ,vere densely packed ,yith pcople, 
,yho like simple sheep thus congregateJ ,vithin range 
of a Inadnlan's "Teapon. 'Tarious expedients Yt'C'I'ú 
tried to bring hiln out, but all ,vero unsuccessful. So 
lnatters continued until throe o'clock in t.hc afternoon, 
Yvhen the officers InaJe another unsucccssful attclnrt 
to securc hÏ1n. As officcrs ,,"cre 
rc

sing the street 
on their ,yay back fron1 tho hotel, l\!ulligan appeareJ 
at the ,vindJ\v and fired at theIn, but the Lall llli:-

i ng 
thenl struck a passer-by, onc John Hart, forelllan of 
Eureka Hose Conlpany, N un1bcr Jj--'our, killing hillt 
instantly. 
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The bloody tragedy had no, v continued long enough, 
and it ,vas detern1Ïned to shoot the lnaniac at sight. 
Officers \vere stationed on the street and in rOOlDS 
opposite the hotel, armed ,vith l\linie rifles, for this 
purpose, but 
Iulligan for a tilue kept hilllself out of 
yie,v. Shortly before four o'clock he ,vas seen to as- 
cend. the stairs to the upper story of the hotel and 
look out of a ,vindo,v on the Dupont-street side at 
the cro\rò beneath. Returning to the head of the 
stairs he entered a 1'00111 on the second floor of the 
Clay-street siJe, anJ ,vhile opening the s,vinging ,vin- 
do,v-sa
h ,vas fired upon by Officer Hopkins fronl a 
,vindo,y opposite, and instantly killed, the ball passing 
through his brain. 


Andre,v J. Taylor, popularly knO'Yll as Natchez, 
the proprietor of a pistol gallery on Clay street, op- 
posite the plaza, San Francisco, ,vas a noted Inan in 
his day, the storn1Y time of the goIJ-harvest, fro1l1 
the fact that his services ,yere often required by the 
fiery population of the city, 'v hose voices, like that of 
l\Ioloch, ,yore al,vays for ,val' ,vhenever the shado,v 
of a pretext for resort to arlllS arose. He loaded the 
pistol ,vith ,vhich Cora killed General Richardson, the 
pistol ,yith 'v hich Casey killed J anles King of Willian1, 
the pistols used by George Penn Johnson and 'V. I. 
Ferguson in the duel ,vhich proved fatal to the latter, 
and, in fact, ,vas the general arlllorer of belligerent 
San Franciscans. He kept a fine sto"ck of pistols, 
guns, and knives, and ,vas looked upon as an expert 
and sage in all ll1atters pertaining to the use of those 
ill1plements of death. lIe ,vas a l\Iississippian by 
birth, and though his business brought him in contact 
,vith 111any reckless characters, ,vas not a quarrelsollle 
Ulan, and had n1any friends. Alas for Natchez! he 
had been innocently connected ,vith 111any scenes of 
Llood, and at last fell a victinl to one of the fierce 
little dragons among w'hich he passed his life. A 
drayu1an nan1ed Travus, accolnpanied by a friend, 
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went into his gallery one day, September the 24th, 
1858, to look at a pair of derringers he thought of 
purchasing. \Vhile his friend ,vas exainining the der- 
ringers, Travus picked up a revolver frolll the sho,y- 
case and snapped it, having the 11luzzle carelessly 
pointed in the direction of Natchez, ,vho stood be- 
hind the counter. The revolver, unfortunately, ,,,"as 
loaded, and \vas discharged, the ball striking Natchez 
in the face and penetrating up,vards into his brain. 
He never spoke after the shot, and died \vithin t,vo 
minutes. 
The career of Bully Bout\vel1, as the cOlnlnander 
of the Acla1ns \vas called after his little bluster at 
the foot of Sacrainento street, ,vas ,vatched ,yith S0111e 
interest by Californians, \v ho \vith deep disgust re- 
111elnbered hirn. The people of San Francisco ,yore 
not so different in their nature from others as not to 
feel gratified to kno,v that he ,vas a bad luan, that 
their estilnate of him, though nlade in a heated nlO- 
lnent, ,vas not far froin correct. I am sorry to say 
there ,vere some in vigilant ranks glad to hear that 
B. B. had trouble in vVashington, that he played a 
sOlne,vhat disgraceful part in an affair ,vith Lieuten- 
ant Rhind, that he ,vas tried by court- n1artial and 
ditHllissed the service, the sentence being aftcr,vard 
111itigated by the president to suspension for five years. 
I forgot to ll1ention that prior to his departure froln 
this port, the ladies of San Francisco ,vere preparing 
to present hin1 ,vith a red flannel petticoat and a 
nightcap in testimony of their estinlate of his di
- 
tinguished services to his country \vhile here, and 
that they "Tere prevented froill doing so only by hiB 
hasty departure. 


POP. TmD., VOL, II. 39 


. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 


SUITS AND ANNOYANCES. 


Ieh bin Satan, antwortet ein zorniges, tiefes 
Ge brüll, bin 
König der Welt, die oberste Gottheit unsklaviseher 
Geister, 
Die mcin Ansehn etwas Erhab'nerem, als den 
Gesehäften 
Himmliseher Sänger bestimmt. 


laopstock, 


LITTLE more remains to be said concerning the 
issues arising from the Grand Tribunal. 
lVleIl1bers of the vigilance cOlnnlittees did not 
al\vays escape the \vrath of those they hunted to the 
death. If we except the harassing prosecutions of 
the sufferers at the hands of the San 
-'rancisco Com- 
111Ïttee of 1856, there were ren1arkably fe, v iInportant 
or successful retaliations. Quite a number, ho\vever, 
III ore particularly in the regions of Nevada, Idaho, 
and l\fontana, sacrificed their lives to their zeal in 
exterminating crilne. 
Several attelnpts were made to prosecute certain 
111en1bers of the Vigilance Committee subsequent to 
its disbanding; but such attempts \vere ineffectual, 
for it soon became evident that serious bloodshed 
,vould follo\v prosecution by the United States of any 
of those ,vho had risked their lives for the general 
good. The executive con1n1ittee met frequently dur- 
ing the year follo\ving the great purgation, and 
ave 
those 'v ho ,vere arrested every protection, and eIght 
thousand citizens \\
 hose sense of justice, ,vhose lives, 
and the \velfare of their falnilies \vere dearer to theIll 
than even obedience to law, stood ready to ans\ver 
( GI0 ) 
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the 
umn1ons of the vigilance bell at a nlo111ellt'
 
,yarlung. 
By the steanler of the 20th of August 1856, ::\Ir 
\Villiaul T. Coleluan sailed for the east, laden \vith 
the heart-felt gratitude of all good citizens. .L-\.fter 
the stealner had 
ailed it \vas reported that t\yO assas- 
sins s\yorn to kill hinl had COllle do\yn fronl 
Iokel- 
unIne Hill, and had taken passage by the s,une yesscl. 
The second da y of the sailing of the steanler, a nUUl 
supposed to be one of the conspirators, \yas arresteJ 
by the vigilant guards and placed in confinCluellt. 
Under the caption DCl1nnunL absque inJu'rirl, one 
,vrites the 19th of N ovelnber 1856: 


"The annoyance to which members of the late Vigilance Committee arc 
subjected by the murderers, thieves, and ballot-box stuffing individuals whom 
they were so lenient as to banish from our midst, is at this time exciting no 
little feeling of indignation among our citizens. A great many were at tìr,:;t 
ùisposed to make light of the matter, and to think that nothing would resul
 
from such flimsy suits as have been hrought by those disgraceful characters, 
But now, when they are informed that some of the shrewdest lawyers in Kcw 
York have so far prostituted their talents, reputation, and profession, as tJ 
undertake the cause of these villains, some of whom must be known to their 
counsel to be pardoned state-prison convicts, not for the justice of their causc, 
but for the black-mail they may he able to levy on parties visiting :K ew York, 
who would rather pay a few hundre(l aollars than be suhjected to legal delays, 
annoyances, and uncertainties, our citizens are beginning to feel justly in- 
dignant, and to believe that a vigilance committee is as essential for the 
purihcation of New York as it was for this city, The parties engaged in 
thus hampering our merchants and black-mailing our citizens visiting the 
cast, have not the pecuniary interest of their villainous clients in view at aU, 
They use them only as the instruments to fill their own coffers, to enable them 
to live luxuriously r..uc1 fare sumptuously at the expense of our citizens, III 
all probability these ,-ery parties at this time are advancing a monthly 
stipend to the har(
ened scoundrels, their clients, sufficient to gratify their 
licentious appetites, so as to keep them on hand to be used for their vile 
purposes. " 


During the \yinter of 185G-7 
Ir Truett yisited 
the east. "Thile there he luade no effort at conceal- 
Inent but transacted his hu
illCSS in N C\v York nnd 
, 
else\vhere openly, and as usual. :Nor \,"as he 1110lested 
in any \vay until OIl the Gth of February, ,\?hen, after 
having Luarded the stealner Illinois for the PUl'po:::;c uf 
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returning to California, he was arrested at the instance 
<)f :1\ialoney and 1\Iulligan, and rcquired to give bail 
in the SlUll of forty-five thousand don aI's. The N e,y 
York IIeralLl gave a garbled staten1cnt of the affair, 
affirrning that Truett ,vent on board disguised in red 
,vbisker
, :slouched hat, and coarse dress, that he 
huddled hilnself under a berth in great fear, and that 
he appealed to the cro,vd for protection; all of \v hich 
,vas false. 


t one tin1e there were in N ew York three suits 
pending against :1\1r Truett, 'v ho ,vas then under bail 
for about t,vo hundred and eighty thousand dollars. 
His bonds1l1en ,vere C. K. Garrison, Willian1 Turn- 
bull, and others; and for counsel there ,vere Charles 
Ü'Conor, 
1r Girard, John Hackett, Barlo,v, and 
Laroch, for the defence, and J aUIes Brady and others 
for the prosecution. The cases did not con1e up for 
trial immediately after the first arrest; but 1\11' Truett 
,yas allo,ved cight lllonths in California during the in- 
tel'yal. lIe then returned to N e,v York to defend his 
O\YIl suits and to assist 1\11' Colen1an, ,vho ,vas ,veIl 
High OVCT\V hehncd by similar charges and claims. 
O'Cono1"s arglu11cnt \vas that \vhen a people 'v ere 
dissatisfied ,vith their governrnent they possessed the 
right to rebel and reorganize, ,vhieh ,vas very like the 
line of reasoning advanced by Balie Peyton and Foot 
in California, and by this saIne O'Collor subsequently 
in his defence of Jefferson Davis at Washington. It 
,vas the line of aro-unlent of the ,vhole southern con- 
o 
fedoracy, of these very la,v and order lTIen ,vho as a 
('lass \vere southern and secession; only \vhen it af- 
fected then1 unfavorably they ,yere against it. This, 
then, makes the ,Tigilance Committee in principle 
seC'cssionists, one might say. By no nîcans. First, 
the Con1lnittee ,vere not rebels, ,vere not dissatisfied 
\vith the governn1ent, and Inaùe no atten1pt to over- 
thro\v it; and, secondly, had they done so it ,vould 
have been because the governlTIent was impotent and 
inadequate, and not because they coveted po,ver. But 



PROSECUTIO
 OF DO'YS. 


G13 


not to put too fine a point on it, I hold that the 
southern states, that the Pacific states, that the COIll- 
n1Ïttee of Vigilance, or any portion of any state, cou- 
federation, or colony, has the right., if it has the 
strength, to rebel, to overturn their governU1cnt an( I 
establish a ne\v one, for in such a case Inight IunkeR 
right; that is to say, the will of the 111ajority, 0]' 
the preponderating element of society, rules in all 
free governments, and the strongest side is supposed 
to be the \vill of the majority. But \vhether it be 
right or wrong it is true and palpable. It is thus tho 
universe and all things in it are made. 1\light \vill 
prevail. The strongest \vill rule. And if it be not 
right, the fault must be charged to the creator, for so 
he has made everything that is made. 
\Vhile these exasperating and expensive suits \vere 
in progress J\faloney died, and \vith him the suit
. 
There \vere fe\v the ,vorld coulJ better spare. lIe 
had brought much trouble upon Tunny good IDCH, 
Society \vas the better for his departure. He ,yas a 
bad 111an of not the lo\vest order; for Irish so reccntly 
arrived, his father's family ,vas doing pretty \ycll 
in American politics, better some,vhat than at rUIll- 
selling or rail\vay-grading. He had t,vo brothers in 
congress, one from 1\faine, and one from Illinois, and 
these \vere determined to send hin1 back to Californ ia 
as United States store-keeper. That ,vould indcu{l 
be a triumph; to appear in San Francisco under the 
patronacre of government \vhile the vigilant death 
penalty \:) was banging over hilli. But it \vould likú- 
,vise have involved the Committee in difficulty ,vith 
the governnlent to have hang
d him, \vhich they as- 
suredly \vould have done; so It ,vas thought best for 
1\11' Truett to go to Washington and defeat hinl, \yhieh 
he did, and ,vhich, as everybody kno\vs, rcquired 
llloney. 
One hundred thousand dollars ,vas what 1\11' 3Ia- 
loney \vanted fr01ll 1\11' Do,vs, \VhOIl1 he caught in 
N e\v York, and not a cent less. It ,vas ,vorth that, 
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counting feelings, and loss of political and other thiev- 
ing opportunities. This little bill, presented by the 
court of COI11illon pleas the 21st of l\Iarch 1859, in- 
cluded assaulting and battering of ,vhich there ,vas 
none, and suffering of ,vhich there ,vas S01110, for in 
reality Reuben did not kno,v but that he ,vouId be 
hanged in con1pany ,vith Terry, Brace, and IIether- 
ington. The trial caIne up, Mr Billy l\Iulligan beinO' 
conspicuously and obnoxiously present as lobby, cour[ 
and counsel. :!\Ir 
Ialoñey deserves the thanks of a 
grateful posterity for dying so soon. Courts are Inore 
uncertain than death. 
The expenses of these suits were very great; and 
con1Ïng as they did SOllle,y.hat unexpectedly, and after 
the heat and burden of the three n10nths' labors, at 
a tÏ1ne ,vhen the reformers had hoped to unharness 
finally, I11ade thenl all the harder to bear. But the Conl- 
nlÎttee and the people responded pron1ptly to these 
del11ands. There ,vas no hesitancy, no ,vavering, but 
as the Inoney ,vas required it ,vas rai8ed, and all obli- 
gations met. Let one, the hUl1lblest member of the 
Conln1ittee, be touched, and aU fel t it; to institute 
court proceedings against one nleInber of the Com- 
nlittee as such ,vas the same as bringing suit against 
the ,vhole eight thousand. 
}Ir Colenlan ,vas arrested in N ew York the 18th 
of Septelnber 1856, on con1plaint of Jal11es R. 
Ia- 
loney, ,vho stated in his affidavit that while perforn1- 
iug his duty in guarding certain arms, the property of 
the state of California, he ,vas seized, handcuffed, and 
finally expelled froI11 the state by an unlawful organi- 
zation kno,vn as the San Franci
co C0111111ittee of 
\Tigilance, of ,vhich 'Villianl T. Colelllan ,vas leaJer; 
and this to his great personal and pecuniary dan1age. 
As Coleman ,vas reputed rich, the plaintiff begged 
that he Inight be held in tho sum of ono hundred 
thousand dollars. He ,vas released, however, by the 
court on giving tcn thousand. dollars bail. Mr Co
c- 
Ulan ,vas subjccted to the grcatest annoyances ,vInIo 
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at. the 
ast. Besides orders of arre
t and expensiyc 
swts, hIS steps ,vere dogged, and Ius life repeatedly 
threatened. 
Here\vith I give a letter fron1 
Ir Colen1an in rela- 
tion to affairs in N e\v York: 


"NEW YORK, April 5, 18:>7. 
"Jus. Dows, T. J. L. Smiley, O. J. Dempster, Jly. 
1I. 1lale, Es'ls., San 
Francisco:- 
"DEAR SIRS: The case of J. R, 
faloney VS, J as, Dows was brought on 
in the court of common pleas in this city on 
londaythe 21stof,:March. Not- 
withstanding all our efforts to stave oft' that suit, and bring on the case of 
:l\Iulligan vs. Coleman (as being a better one for us to try first), they succeeded 
to their satisfaction in getting the case in court, and we succeeded after a 
hard fight in getting them out of court completely-nonsuited them on the 
ground of want of jurisdiction in the courts of New York, 
"'Vhen we entered on the suit, this was one of the grounds we designed 
taking, but not knowing how it would be entertained or decided by the court, 
we determined to defend ourselves on every other point, and from the open- 
ing to the close we had one of the handsomest hard-fought battles ever 
occurring in aNew York court; our counsel fighting every inch of the way, 
and every moment securing advantages, They proved 1\11' Dows a member 
of the Committee from his own statements, etc" and there was their only 
glory, But they proved also that the Vigilance Committee was a revolution- 
an insurrection, and all that, which we wanted. 1\11' 
laloney then got on the 
stand, \Ve made him prove a great deal that was desirable, including the 
fact that he was an active member of the Committee of ':>1, etc. Ob, how he 
sweated for about two days! He was a lovely customer. . 
" The testimony for the prosecution through, we began the defence by a lUO- 
tion for nonsuit, relying on two points (as you will see more fully by the printe(l 
reports we send you): first, want of jurisdiction in Kew York; and secoH(l, 
that the Vigilance Committee was a rebellion, an insurrection, a rm-olution, and 
therefore no action against it;:; members would hold ill a mere civil suit here. 
"Between two and three days w 
re spent in arguing these points, One 
of 1\11' O'Conòr's arguments being over six hours long, and finally the judge 
ruled in our favor, much to the mortification and rage of the 011posite l)arty, 
They immediately moveJ for a new trial-refused; then they ga,-e notice for 
an appeal, amI will carry it to the court of appeals, :Meantime 1\11' 1\Ialoney 
says he will push his other suits without delay, and we are ready to meet him. 
"Lawyers disagree about the judges' ùecision, but we think it good law, 
and that it will hold the world over. 'Ve are willing to stand by it an([ test 
it further anyway. It is our desire to have it wide-spread and discussed 
fully before any other ca
es come up, 
"I dropped all other business anù attended exclusively to this case fer 
eight <lays-and nights too, Friend Truett was on hand, and with the many 
friends that rallied around, we had a pr
tty strong force, and actnallyout- 
numbered the 'roughs' in court, and carried the day by numbers as well as 
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every other way. 'Ve had witnesses from the west, from Philadelphia, Boston, 
and all over the country, when we could get a valuable one; and were well 
fortified in that particular as in every other. The expC'nse was large neces- 
sarily, but it wouldn't do to be at all parsimonious in a case like this; and as the 
opposition were moving heaven and earth as far as they could, it became us 
to be moving also-and we did. 
"Our expenses have been heavy. 'Ve paid $2,500 additional counsel 
fees, and a great many smaller sums, which will all appear in due course. 
Being about out of money, and having little or no chance of raising much here, 
Truett and myself deemed it best to draw on you at 30 days' sight for $3,000, 
which we did, and trust you will duly honor. This leaves us a little balance 
on hand, which will all be wanted, and perhaps soon, as we are by no means 
out of the fight yet, although we have so much the advantage of them now. 
Our position is now good here, better than we had reason to expect, and by 
being on hand with a fair amount of n1eans, and plenty of pluck, we can drive 
the scoundrels out of New York, and away from any position in which they 
will be seriously annoying, but it will require considerable work and attention 
yet, and a judiciously liberal outlay of money; I think $15,000 here, and 
$10,000 in California, .will beat them all to death, as far as suits are concerned, 
and although that appears like a large sum, yet out of 6,000 people at least 
],000 will contribute, and $25 average each of these will n1ake the sum. If 
that luuch can be raised now I'll go $1000 of it individually, if necessary, 
though I assure you I have spent a great deal for the good of the cause and. in 
defence of these suits and of our friends that will never appear except in its 
benefits. 
, 'Let me ask of you to meet this draft promptly, to raise all the money 
you can, and not ask for'small amounts. Keep all cases in California from 
judges, but have juries in all cases. Be of good cheer and it will all come out 
l'ight and bright. 
"\Vith best compliments to all, I remain as ever, 
" Truly yours, 
"WILLIAM T. COLEMAN." 


Before an Executive meeting held Saturday after- 
noon the 15th of November 1856, New Yørk letters 
as follows ,vere read: one from James Dows, one froH1 
Truett and Rogers jointly, and one froln Willialn T. 
Colelnan. The communications ,vere addressed to 
the Executive Comlnittee of Vigilance, and contained 
particulars of suits begun. Accolnpanying ì\fr Co1e- 
luan's letter was the draft of a bond intended for exe- 
cution by n1enlbers of the COlnmittee in San Francisco. 
The question of signing the bond \vas discussed, but it 
,vas not approved. Each Inelnber of the general com- 
mittee ,vas then assessed five dollars to,vards a fund 
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for Ineeting the expenses incurred by 111el11bors of the 
Conl111ittee defending suits in:N e\v York andelse\vhere. 
Each nlember of the Executive ,vas thon requested to 
consult his attorney individually regarding those suits. 
But \vhile the Comlnittee responded thus prolnptly 
to the call of its members attacked by the expatriated 
in N e,v York, it did not hesitate to enter its protest 
against unnecessary exposure. "Whereas the obliga- 
tions of each and every nlember of the COlnnlittee," 
says a resolution of the Executive passed the 21st of 
N ovenlber 1856, "is such as to 111ake it obligatory 
upon thenl to protect and indelnnify one another from 
all annoyances arising froln being nlenlbersof theCon1- 
Inittee of Vigilance to every reasonable extent; there- 
fore, resolved, that we deem it inexpedient and unjust 
in any nlenlber or IDenlbers of the executive or gen- 
eral cOInrnittees to visit the eastern cities \v hile such 
a state of things exists, relying upon the Con1nlittee 
here to sustain and indemnify then1; that no nleluber 
of the Comn1ittee has a right by his voluntary acts 
to involve the \vhole Cornlnittee in pecuniary loss, and 
".. hen such is the case all honorary obligation ceases; 
that the foregoing resolutions are not intended to 
a})ply to SUCll parties as left here previous to the ne\ys 
of arrests in the city of N e\v York." 
By the steanler of the 20th of December the Com- 
luittee sent 
Ir Coleman one thousand dollars to serve 
to defray in part the expenses incurred by the suits 
then pending. A Inonth later the COInnlittee ,vroto 
1\11' Coleman requesting him to hasten the suits 
against hiln to an immediate issue. Five hundred 
dollars ,vas applied to 1\11' Do\vs' N e\v York account 
the 22d of 1\lay 1857. The next steamer one thou- 
sand dollars "\\1'as sent to :\11' Colenlan. The 2d of 
1\lay 1857 letters \",ere received from Truett and 
Coleman, stating that the N e\v York suits had been 
decided in favor of the Committee. These advices 
,vere acconlpanied by a draft of five thousand dollars 
on H. 1\1. \Vhitmore, treasurer, negotiated through 
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Duncan, Sherll1an, and COlnpany, N e,v York. The 
draft vias proll1ptly accepted; the nlenlbers n1arkil1O' 
on paper the allloullt for ,vhich each ,yould becon1
 
responsible in paynlent of the draft. At the 111eeting 
of ::\1ay 1, 1857, 1\11' David announced the necessity 
of again raising funds for the defence of nlenlbers of 
the COlnn1Ïttee against 'VhOlll actions ,vere brought 
in N e"\v York and elBewhere. Accordingly a COlll- 
l1littee ,vas appointed to devise ,vays and 111eans. 
The San 
Francisco IIerald having attained an in- 
glorious end, its editor still keeps biting the file in 
Lecon1Íng the chan1pion of the no,v returning rascals. 
'Ve have seen hinl in the Green suit. Subsequently 
he appears for Duane and others. The Bulletin says 
of hilIl the 13th of August 1860: 


"The ex-editor of the IIentld, John Nugent, is not yet satisfied; he 
wasted four years of his newspaper life in making war against the great re- 
form government in this city, and had the satisfaction merely of demolishing 
himself in the contest; the reform went up, and his journal went down, His 
former political friends and partners having at last found it expedient to pay 
him to quit the })aper, he has carried his energies into another profession; 
but there he seems to he pursued by his old monomania, hatred of the good 
citizens of San Francisco; and he spends his time in fanning the flames of 
discord, and in keeping alive the expiring embers of hatred and malice that 
unfortunately still, more or less, divide our community. The Green case is 
familiar to our readers; it terminated a few days ago to the utter discomfit- 
ure of Nugent and his virtuous clients, Wl10 instead of enjoying a large for- 
tune in the shape of ùamages for their hard treatment by the Yigilance 
Committee, have the satisfaction of paying a portion of the heavy costs of 
their suit. Foiled in that attempt, :\lr Nugent has found another client, 
Charley Duane, the redoubtable Dutch Charley himself, is now the injured 
individual who })u ts in a claim for a salve of damages to heal his wounded 
fortunes. This time, however, the suit is not against our citizens, In order 
to get the case into the maritime court, where a single judge will be arbiter, 
and a jury not have the privilege of trying the issue, Duane sues Captain 
'Yatkins and 'Yatson his first officer and Captain Pearson, who commanded 
the steamers that took him off when he was banished by the Vigilance Com- 
mittee; or who refused to bring him hack, against the sentence of the Vigilance 
Committee, when he desired to come back. Each of these gentlemen is 
asked to pay the nice little sum of fifty thousand dollars; and Charles Good- 
all, master of the steam-tug, is sued also for an additional trifle of twenty- 
five thousand dollars for his share in conveying the departing patriot from 
the wharf to the steamer, whcn he was outward bound, Should Charley 
succeed in getting all he asks be will have quite a snug little fortune of his 
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own; one hundred and twenty
fiYe thousand dollars is not to be sneezed at; 
and being made a martyr of will be the best day's work he eyer did in his 
life, which perhaps is not saying much, as he is not accused of eyer having 
beeu partial to work of any kind, 
"But, pleasantry aside, we do think that Nugent might, if he tried hard, 
find a more reputable and profitable way of employing his professional talents 
than in bringing vexatious suits, at the instance of notorious ,'agabouds, to 
worry decent people. There is no money to be made by keeping up this an- 
noyance, and we cannot understand the manliness of such petty exhibitions 
of spite. Four or five years should be enough to cool the most obdurate 
liver, Time, the great comforter, has almost obliterated the wounds that 
rankled in days past. 'Vhy adopt, then, the diabolical caning of thrusting 
meddlesome fingers into the healing flesh, and tearing apart the old gashes!" 


J. P. l\fanro,v \vas sued by Hennessey at Do,vnic- 
ville in Septenlber 1858. The case can
e up for trial 
in the district court at Sacranlcnto -the 9th of June 
1859, upon a change of venuc, no jury satisfactory to 
the plaintiff being obtainable at the forn1er place. 
'Vhcn called for trial, the plaintiff failing to put in 
an appearance, the case \vas disnlissed. 
Froln Saeran1ento one \vrites the 15th of February 
1858: 


"Netl1\IcGowan and his gang committed an assault on )11' John Center of 
San Francisco, last mTening at the Forest theatre. It seems a poor fool of an 
old man, who is called J uùge Garland, took a benefit, A number of rowdies 
bought tickets, and as soon as the judge opened his mouth on the stage, com- 
menced pelting him with rotten eggs, potatoes, cabbages, and other ,-egetables, 
They would run him off the stage, then bring him back to again repeat the 
sport. This fun was kept up till it lost its novelty, when Ned :l\IcGowan rose 
in his seat, and declared that he saw among the audience one of the damncd 
stranglers, a man who had carried a musket for the Vigilance, 'Yith this the 
lights were put out, a rush made for Center, who was knocked down and ter- 
ribly beaten before he could make his escape, It is well to say here, that be. 
fore this happened, the more respectable portion of the audicnce, becoming 
disgusted at the treatment of Garland, had left the house. So far as I know, 
no arrests have been made, How long will Ned l\IcGowan and hi8 crowd be 
alluwed to abuse peaceahle citizens? "There are the advocates of law and 
order now? Is a sound heard from them in condemnation of these outrages? 
In truth, 110 they not sympathize, aid, and abet in their commission? Is it not 
the boast of .McGowan that he has made money by assaulting the 'damned 
stranglers,' that his fines are always paid by his friends, and something hand- 
some hesiùes? I am no prophet, but I predict that there will be a ri8ing of 
the pcople in the capital of the state, a vigilance committee if you will, that 
will sweep these scoundrels from the face of tile earth, in less than a twcl ve- 
month. " 
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The Sacran1ento Bee of the 1st of February 1858 
gi yes the follo\ving: 
"'Ve have been told that there is now in Sacramento a young man, who 
acted as scribe or deputy-secretary, for a time at least, for the San Francisco 
vigilants. He came up on Saturday morning, and when going to his hotel 
last evening he was dogged by two men. He went to his room, and soon re- 
turned to the street door, and saw the same parties on the sidewalk, one on 
each side of the doorway. One said, on his approach, 'Here is the damned 
strangler,' whereupon some four or five others approached, and to save him- 
self the young man retired to his room. The parties remained near the hotel 
some time, swearing, and threatening vengeance. 'Ve have heard of residents 
of San Francisco, merchants and others, who came here on business, being 
dogged about the streets after night, and their persons endangered." 


At the instigation of Adjutant-general 'V. C.ICibbe, 
piqued, it \vas said, by sonle vigilant occurrence, a 
court-martial was convened for the trial of Captain T. 
D. Johns, of the California Guard. The charge ,vas 
nominally for disobeying the orders of the governor 
\V llen called upon to take action against the citizens 
of San Francisco. Johns cOlnmanJed one of the vol- 
unteer companies, it \vill be renlelnbered, ,vhich did 
not come out at the governor's call. Like verdigris 
upon a brass breastplate the stain had rested on Cali- 
fornia's escutcheons, and Kibbe deternlined now, after 
the lapse of t\VO years, to rub it off: After certain 
necessary military fuss and feathers Johns \vas hon- 
orably discharged. This ,vas in June 1858. 
At an Executive Ineeting composed of t\venty lnenl- 
bers, held the 21st of August 1857, the follo\ving 
resolution ,vas offered and discussed but not passed: 


"Resolved, by and with the concurrence of the board of delegates, That 
all existing .resolutions of expatriation and penalties are hereby rescinded, to 
take effect on and after the 3d of September, and that the same be made 
public by publication." 


The Inatter ,vas laid over for final action to the 5tll 
of Scptclnber, at ,vhich time it ,vas agreed that eigh- 
teen votes should be required to carry the resolution; 
und the question ,vas again postponed. At the Ineeting 
of the 13th of September, a petition signed by several 
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citizens was handed the Executive, recoIDlnendiuo- 
that the decree of banishment be rescinded. FinallY: 
after 111uch discussion, the resolution to rescind passed 
the Executive, t\venty ayes to six noes, and the dele- 
gate:s, thirty-three ayes to t,venty-t\VO noes. 
The Bulletin, ,vhose disease, 'v here viO'ilance ITlatters 
d . 0 
"
ere concerne , was no,v chronIc, before the publica- 
tion of the Executive address, namely, in its issue of 
the 14th of October, deprecated the action of the Ex- 
ecutive as usual. In the vie,v it took of the question 
it stood almost alone, and seen1ed actuated by petu- 
lant opposition rather than by sound comn1on sense. 
I ts arguments are puerile, illogical, and not ,vorth 
quoting. After the publication of the address, three 
days later, ,vhich I give here,vith, it forever held its 
peace upon the subject. 


" To the ...1[embers of the Oommittee- of Vigilance:- 
" GENTLEMEN : Your executive committee deem it proper officially to 
announce the passage of the following resolution, which has received the 
sanction of the board of delegates, and is now an act of the Committee of 
Vigilance: 'Resolved, That by and with the concurrence of the board of dele- 
gates, all existing penalties attached to sentences of expatriation are hereby 
rescinded, ' 
" However much honest men and patriotic citizens may have differed as 
to the right and justice of the organization and acts of the Committee of Yig- 
ilance, no candid man can deny that a great reform in public morals and 
political estate has been achieved as a result. Our elections on three occa- 
sions have been peaceable, and untainted by fraud; quiet and order rdgn in 
our streets-; virtue is not openly outraged on the highways; deadly weapons 
are no longer publicly displayed and defiantly used; liberty of speech and 
of the press is no longer a misnomer, or the cause of bloodshed; public plun. 
del' is now neither practicable, nor the object for which office is sought; a 
rigid scrutiny into public affairs has been inaugurated, and is consistently 
maintained by citizens, without let or hindrance; the offices of the city and 
county have been filled by men of probity, who are the undoubted choice 
of the electoral majority; ballot-box stuffing and fraudulent election returns 
are at an end; the people now have confidence that political favoritism will not 
in future rescue the convicted guilty from the punishment decreed by the laws; 
the community enjoys a tranquil repose and hopeful prosperity. This stato 
of affairs, contrasted with that which existed when your labors commellc
d, 
proclaims the magnitude of the triumphs that have been achieved. 'Ve be- 
lie\-e that the people, happy and contented under the change, desire that 
eyery cause of future excitement and possible anarchy should be removed. 
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The highest duty and aim of the Committee of Vigilance is to establish the 
l'ights and promote the ,veHare anù tranquillity of the community which con- 
fided its interests to the charge of that body. To execute anyone of the 
expatriated who might have the temerity to return would, under the cl1angeù 
and existing state of affairs, interrupt the present peace and quiet of our city, 
without hringing adequate advantage. The necessity for such a course of 
public excitement no longer exists, The return of a worthless individual, and 
the execution of the death penalty upon him, should not weigh in the scale 
with the peace and happiness of our citizens. On the other hand, not to carry 
out the extreme penalty on a returned criminal, during its existence as a 
sentence, would stultify the Committee, and is a remedy at which the stern 
and resolute character of its members would revolt. Either contingency is 
too serious to hazard, on the chance of the non-return of one of the exiled. 
Banished for the public good, their presence in times past having been the 
signal for disorder or the cause of frauds upon the rights of the people-ren- 
dered powerless as they now are, we but reassert our strength anù confiùence 
in the support of public opinion, by the present act, Determined as the 
people are to })rotect their rights, 110 fear need be entertained that the former 
scenes of iniquity, violence, and official corruption will ever be reënacted in 
Han Francisco. 
"The resolution now adopted is not so much an act of clemency to the 
guilty as of regard to the interests of the public, Yet the annals of history 
furnish abundant precedent for the removal of the penalty of banishment upon 
turbulent and offensive characters, where goyernments have attained to a 
position of strength and repose which did not exist at the period of the ex- 
patriation, ":"hy, then, should we, who do not claim the dignity or authority 
of a government, be reluctant to follow the well established precedent of 
stron
er and more exalted powers, when the necessity for maintaining the 
penalty no longer exists? It will be seen by the tenor of the resolution that 
the sentence of banishment is not reyoked; the Committee have no error to 
retract in their decrees of expatriation; they are simply relieved by their 
present act from the obligation to inflict the death penalty on returned exiles; 
the disgrace of banishment still remains upon them. If they return, it will 
be upon sufferance; they will be subject to the just opprobrium amI watchful 
eye of the public, which will hold them to a strict accountability for their good 
behavior, It is, however, quite unlikcly that they will return; with the 
remo\-al of the prohibition the desire to he in our midst, particularly under 
humiliating circumstances, will be dissipated, Other cogent reasons might 
be adduced for the step that has been taken. The Committee revere the 
constitution and laws, and would not see them violated when a stern and ab- 
solute necessity for justifying an exception to a great principle no longer 
exists, The present incumbents of office in the city and county have the con- 
fidence of the people, as they have had their votes, and it is right and proper 
that to them alone should be confided the present and future administration 
of justice, To execute the sentences of the Committee under circumstances 
so completely the reyerse of those which existed at the time when they were 
imposed, would at once arraign the body against the very government which 
has its confidence anù support, and which is the result of the reform move- 
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ment, No parallel exists between the present condition of affairs and that 
"\vhich the Committee was organized to overthrow and reform. Then the gov- 
ernment in some of its l)arts was an usurpation, The people, the source of 
government and law, were conscious that their liberties had been outraged, 
and that officials who were not elected had been foisted into office by ballot- 
box stuffing and fraud; the evil was a great and growing one, self-perpetu- 
ating, it was unpunished by law and sustained by organized ruffianism, and 
the emergency admitted of no relief short of a limited exercise of the sacred 
right of revolution, The contrary to all this now exists, Acts which then 
were defensible and right because the only remedy, would now be reprehen- 
sible in the eyes of all conscientious and reflecting men, and at variance with 
the principles of the Committee of Vigilance. 
"It is a subject for mutual congratulation that the reign of peace and 
justice has been thus early and firmly established, and that while your ranks 
are unbroken, and your power to enforce any decree undoubted, you can 
prove the sincerity of the love you have always professed for the principle 
and spirit of law by retiring from apparent antagonism thereto on the first 
opportunity consistent with the general welfare anù the preservation of the 
public peace, The harmony and unity of the Committee is a sufficient guar- 
antee that on any emergency, improbable as it is of occurrence, the members 
.will rally for mutual support and to })rotect the public welfare. 1\Ialicious 
suits brought against members of your body for acts performed in the direct 
execution of its decrees, still remain before the courts, and demand your 
attention. These and other matters of importance properly requiring your 
coöperation will continue to receive the careful consideration of your 
executive committee, whose zeal for the protection of the property, reputation, 
and persons of your members will remain undiminished. On this occasion 
the executive committee desire to renew to the members of the organization 
their assurances of gratitude for the faithful and disinterested devotion to 
the pu hlic weal manifested regardless of fatigue and peril. These feelings, 
we are confident, are shared by those good citizens who did not deem it nec- 
essary to become active members of the Committee of Yigilance. Your re- 
ward will he found in the proud consciousness of duty well l)erformed, and 
in the 
ontinued happiness, peace, and prosperity of the community who 
intrusted their dearest interests to your charge. 
"Executive C0117:rnittee Rooms, San Francisco, October 16,1857. 


"Published by order of the Executive Committee, 
[SEAL] 


"33, Secretary." 
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L'hypocrisie est un hommage que Ie vice rend à la vertu. 
Rochefoucaulcl. 
IF vigilance would have none of politics, so would 
not politics of vigilance. Every issue possible through- 
out the state was forced on this local reform. There 
,vere many \vays in \vhich this could be done, and vigil- 
ance be obliged, contrary to its inclinations and avo\ved 
purpose, to arise and defend itself. The very stand it 
took against politics, the very declaration that vigil- 
ance ,vas not politics, and that its members, as such, 
,vore of no party, arrayed parties against it. 
A case in point was the advertising of the gov- 
ernor's proclamation, in itself a \vholly unnecessary 
Ineasure, in its general and wide-spread advertisement 
an absurdity. The docun1ent ,vas taken up by jour- 
nals opposed to vigilance as their reward of nlerit, 
and kept in their columns during the \vhûle time of 
its continuance in force. These bills in the aggregate, 
at the high rate charged, and the then impoverished 
condition of the public treasury, amounted to a consid- 
erable sum. The payment of these bins was one issue: 
"If elected to the senate," declared 
Ir Sargent, the 17th of September 
1836, then before the voters of Nevada as a candidate for the legislature, "I 
will oppose the payment of all printing referring to the Vigilance Committee, 
except as provided for by the following provisions of law, even though the 
effect is to injure certain democratic innocents, the Nevada Democrat among 
the number, who have been running up a bill of thousands of dollars against 
the state, in hopes an anti-vigilance legislature will pay the bills. Section 
first of an act concerning official adyertisements, and to provide for their pay- 
ment, page 84 of the statutes of 1836, reads as follows: 'All advertisements, 
notices, and proclamations, by the governor and other officers, on behalf of 
{ 624: ) 
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the state, sllall be ordered puhlished by the governor in one newspaper only, 
and the state shall not be liable to pay for any other publication, and every 
officer is prohibited paying for such other publication out of any moneys he. 
longing to the state, provided that the governor's proclamation of a reward 
may by him be ordered puhlished in not to exceed four newspapers, and 
notices by the treasurer, for the redemption of state warrants or bonds, may 
be published as now required by law.' In defiance of this law, all the anti- 
vigilance papers of the state, and some others, have been publishing for 
months a document purporting to be a proclamation, also orders of generals 
of militia, and some of them a speech of General V, E, Howard, called a re- 
port, making a bill to be paid of forty or fifty thousand dollars, when the 
legal charge should not be more than three thousand dollars, I shall oppose 
with all the energies and abilities I may possess, if elected, the drawing of 
money from the state treasury for this illegal p.urpose, and defeat the cormo- 
rants who are so greedily hovering over the treasury,lmder the name of inno 
cent third parties. 
" I believe the prevalence of crime in San Francisco, the rule of bullies and 
ballot-box stuffers, by which the will of the people at the polls was invariably 
defeated, the prevalence of ruffianism bywhich forty bodies were picked up in 
the bay in one month, ostensibly. the :victims of man-traps, the acquittal of 
deep-stained murderers in the courts by packed juries, the crowning act of 
devilism in the assassination of 1\11' King, called for the intervention of the 
people in their own defence. That the Vigilance Committee was organized to 
remedy and did remedy these things, and I approve of their action as wise, 
politic, and humane, and eminently justifiable by the first law of nature, an(l 
of common, civil, and statute law, the law of self-defence. That the history 
of their course shows that in all cases they awarded a fair trial and full prid- 
lege of a hearing to the .accused, and made an example of no man not notori- 
0us for his criminality, and that the action of the Committee, in its direct 
results, conduced to the safety and happiness of the city of San Francisco, 
Believing that the spirit of justice is of more importance to the community 
than the forms of law, that it is right to oppose tyrants and murderers even 
to revolution, that when the judicial station is used not to punish but to pro- 
tect crime, it is the right of the people to protect themselves, I have been 
found the friend of the Vigilance Committee, and desire no one to misunder- 
stand me in thi8 fact, If elected senator, I shall oppose with whatever power 
God has given me, the efforts I believe will be made to harass and outlaw the 
Vigilance Committee, and I will favor an act of oblivion for their benefit, to 
give complete rest to the people of San Francisco upon the matter." 


" Every man nominated for the legislature," says a 
democratic journal, just before election, "should be 
pledged fornlally and unequivocally against the \Tigil- 
ance C0111mittee. The organization has declared ,var 
upon the denlocratic party, and it is our duty to 
ee 
that no traitors to the constitution be permitted to be 
POP. TRIB.. VOL. II, 40 
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invested ,vith the sacred character of den10cratic stand.. 
ard-bearers in the con1Ïng fight. Let the convention 
look to it, both retrospectively and prospectiyely." 
Another issue \vas the passage of a general amnesty 
act, that the la\v nlight not forever hold its uplifterl 
hand over the heads of the refornlers. Says the 
Nevada Journal of the 17th of October: "The peo- 
ple have it in their po\ver at the ballot-box to give 
peace to the country, and save excitement and expense. 
They ought not to neglect the golden opportunity. 
Let the question be propounded to every candidate 
for a legislative office, Are you or are you not ill 
favor of the passage by the next legislature of an 
amnesty act for the benefit of the Vigilance COl1l1nit- 
tee 1 and if his ans\ver is not satisfactory strike his 
name from the ballot, let hin1 belong to \vhateyer 
party he n1ay." 
At the democratic state convention held at Sacra- 
111ento about midsunln1er of 1857, anti-vigilance reso- 
lutions ,vere passed, to the great satisfaction of l\fc- 
Go,van, Terry, and Herbert, but to the infinite disgust 
of good clen10crats throughout the state. The rela- 
tion of vigilance to la,v and order, or, as it ,vas no,v 
called, of the people's party to the democratic party, 
one year after the disbandnlent of the Vigilance Con1- 
mittee, is ably set forth by Mr Zabriskie, hinlself a 
stanch democrat, in a speech delivered at 
fusical 
Hall the 31st of August 1857. Among other things 
he said: "It is the settled and deternlÏned purpose of 
the denlocratic party in this state to put do\vn the 
Vigilance Committee of San Francisco. They have 
not the Inanliness and honesty to announce and meet 
the issue fairly before the people, but seek to secure, 
by insidious means and political finesse, all the advan- 
tages of the issue ,vithout the responsibility. I t is 
kno\v"n to every citizen of California that during the 
last canvass no reference ,vhatevcr ,vas made to the 
Vigilance Committee. On the contrary the prudent 
leaders of the party and the Inasses sought to avoid it 



ZABRISKIE 

 OTHERS. 


()
7 


and keep it out of the canvass. No sooner, however, 
had the members elect assembled at the capital and 
organized for the discharge of their duties than the 
vigilance question ,vas presented and discussed, and a 
resolution passed substantially declaring that the via... 
ilance issue ,vas presented during the canvass ju
t 
past) and decided against that organization. Thus di
l 
grave representatives, after full and free discussion, 
solemnly declare and record in the legislative ar- 
chives of the state, a kno,vn, positive, and palpable 
falsehood. No 1110re conclusive and elnphatic e, i- 
dence could be furnished of the determination of tho 
denlocratic party to avail thenlselves, individually, 
of that issue to secure political advantages than the 
fact presented. Again, during the session of the last 
democratic state convention, the notorious Herbert 
offered a resolution the design of ,vhich ,vas to de- 
nounce the Vigilance Comnlittee and present the 
issue before the people during the ensuing canvass. 
That resolution ,vas debated at length and ,vith vehe- 
mence. Prominent anlong those advocating its pas- 
sage were l\fr Ha,vks and l\fr Hoge of your city." 
During their remarks, particularly those most denun- 
ciatory and slanderous, they ,vere loudly and vocifer- 
ously cheered. l\Ir Hawks said: "We are called upon 
as a political party to put down a body of In en ,vho 
have banded themselves together not only as the de- 
stroyers of the rights and lIberties of a portion of our 
citizens, but '\vho have banded themselves together in 
political organizations for the purpose of crushing out 
the life-blood of the democracy in San Francisco." 
After Mr Ha,vks had concluded his remarks, 
Ir 
Roge delivered hirllself of the follo,ving sentiments; 
the first portion of his remarks had reference to the 
action of the gang of ro\vdies 'v ho assailed the ballot- 
boxes at vVashington City: "A blackguard party, r
- 
joicing in the euphonious name of Plug U glies, ,,,itlull 
the very portals of government, beneath the ycry cye 
of the democratic federa] administration J ,vith arms in 
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their hands, seize upon the polis, ,vhere freemen are 
in the exercise of the dearest privileges of freelnen, 
and the troops of the republic are called out, and at 
the point of the bayonet the law is enforced and the 
constitution is maintained." Mr Roge refers to the 
incident which occurred at Washington City to prove 
that the action of the president of the United States 
is a practical condemnation of the proceedings of the 
Vigilance Committee. How unfortunate is the ref- 
erence t The Plug U glies, a gang of ruffians, seize 
upon the polls, ,vhere freemen are in the exercise of 
the dearest privileges of freeôen; the troops are called 
out, the la\v is enforced, the constitution is maintained. 
.L
 gang of sin1ilar scoundrels at San Francisco seize 
upon the polls, \vhere the freemen are in the exercise 
of the dearest privileges of freemen. A governluent 
exists ,vith abundant authority to enforce the la\v and 
111aintain the constitution; but unlike the patriotic 
action of the president of the United States, that 
authority is not invoked because it is controlled by 
these very scoundrels and is designed to secure and 
promote their interests. 
Bills ,vere introduced into the legislature having 
in vie\v both the extermination of vigilance and the 
re\vard of those \vho had attempted its extermina- 
tion. There \vas a man envious of distinction, named 
Harvey Lee, sent to the legislature from El Dorado, 
,yho, the 13th of January 1858, introduced an anti- 
vigilance bill \vhich created some discussion, although 
there \vere others of minor importance brought forward 
both before and after\vard. This bill made it a criln- 
ina.! offence to "conceal any person or persons to pre- 
vent the due service of habeas corpus, or any \vrit or 
order of any court of this state, or of the United 
States." The bill \vas full of absurd and unconstitu- 
tional provisions not worth naming; in fact, nothing 
about the man or his attempts are worthy our consid- 
eration except as sho\ving the tendency of the times. 
The legislature ,vas anti-vigilance, and l\Ir McGo,van 
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and that class ,vere great 111en there, and could get 
ahllost anything they asked for. 
Lee spoke for his bill as loudly and as strongly as 
he could. Caleb Burbank replied crushingly. By it 
Lee ,vas greatly cOlllpressed in his 1noral presence, 
and his bill ,vas z'n forma paulJeris. Burbank ,vaR a, 
nlan of large physique, as 'v ell as breadth of intellect. 
He ,yas afraid of nothing. Lee was a la,," and order 
nlan, and as usual resorted to the chivalrous lllethod 
in s.ottling a difficulty. Scarcely had Burbank taken 
his seat when a page handed him a note ,vhich read 
as follo,vs: 


" BUJ'bank:- 
"SIR: If you ever refer tome in that manner again I shall take occasion 
to visit your desk with a bowie-knife. H. LEE," 


To ,yhich the follo,ving prompt reply was sent: 
"II. Lee:- 
"SIR: \Vhenever you find occasion to visit my desk with a bowie-knife, 
be sure and fetch along a pail to carry home your entrails in, 
"C. BURBANK," 


This is very good as far as it goes; but the cool 
irony of it is seen only ,yhen ,ve remenlber that this 
111an ,vas that verynloillent advocating llleasures to pre- 
vent persons froill taking the la,v into their o,vn hands, 
,yhile he threatens to murder a man for opposing hÏIll. 
This is one of the strange things aLout it, that lllell of 
ordinary intelligence should not have seen that they 
broke the la,v in a tenfold greater degree every tinlo 
they dre,v a deadly ,veapon than ever the Vigilance 
COlllmittee did in their solemn deliberations. 
Lee's bill ,vas called the mob bill, and was aillled 
directly at San Francisco, though that ,vas the last 
place on earth ,vhere a Illob ,vas likely to spring up. 
That city was no,v reaping the re\vards of the virtu- 
ons acts of her citizens 'v 110 ,yould permit no mob to 
disgrace her streets, no not for an instant. B.ut call 
the Vicrilance COllllllittee a 111ob, a
 that ,vas eVIdently 
\vhat îfr Lee intended, and there ,yas still no neces- 
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sity for such 
 bill, for San Francisco was the place 
upon the coast least likely to need a vigilance com- 
lnittee soon again. So well and thoroughly did the 
committee of 1856 do their work that it was not prob- 
able they "\vould have it to do over again soon. They 
hoped and prayed that the time "\vould never be. 
Another bill, called the bummers' bill, was intro- 
duced in 1858, and revived in 1859. Indeed, a phase 
of it appeared both before and after these dates. The 
bill itself was for the payment of fifty thousand dollars 
to the men of la,v for damages inflicted by the vigil- 
ance organization. The special phase of it mentioned 
,vas the payment of three thousand dollars each to 
Ferris Forman and R. A. Thompson for their ex- 
penses to Washington while seeking aid from the 
general government for suppressing the Vigilance 
Committee at San Francisco. This was the third 
tilne, that is to say in 1860, that this bill had been 
urged before the legislature of California. 
The follo,ving from t,he Bulletin of the 5th of 
J\Iarch 1859, signifies the spirit of the radical refor111 
press on the subj ect : 


" Last winter one Mr Groom made himself famous by introducing a bill in 
the California Assembly to appropriate fifty thousand dollars for the paymcnt 
of Governor Johnson's law and order bummer army. Two days ago, one 
lr 
Roane, emulous of the notoriety of Groom, took up the same subject, and 
brought forward a proposition to pay these bummers fifty-two thousanù six 
hundred and thirty-one dollars and seventy-two cents, or nearly three thousand 
dollars more than was provided in the bill a year ago. 'Vhether this bill will 
meet with a different fate the present session from what it experienced the 
last, we do not know, nor do we care much. It is a scheme to rob the treasury; 
and as long as that institution has money in it, and its keys are intrusted to 
men who are supposed to be approachable, we cannot expect anything else 
than to see similar attempts made. The bummer army scrip, as is well known, 
has been bought up by a few experts in the art of log-rolling and lobbying, 
Its holders are on the lookout for a legislature weak enough or dishoncst 
enough to recognize it. As often as they think they have these, thcy will 
make an attempt to get their bill through. And after some of the recent 
votes of the present body, we are not surprised that the hopes of the bummer 
scri p- holders begin to rise. 
"It 
nay not be amiss, howeyer, for us to keep the merits of the attempt 
to filch the people's money for the benefit of half a dozen bad men, fresh in 
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the minds of the people, in order that those who take part in it may at least 
reeci" e a fitting share of deserved odium. The facts in the case are as follows: 
In 1836, on the breaking out of the vigilance excitement in this county, 
Governor Johnson, after temporizing and arguing with the leaders for some 
time, at length issued his proclamation, and called out the military power of 
the state to put it down, Great efforts were made by the leaders of the law 
and order party to organize a force to oppose the Committee, but further than 
getting a handful of idlers and bummers to enroll their names, nothing was 
done, 
" The military did not come out; the public service was performed; and 
nobody was put to any inconvenience or loss by holding himself in readi- 
ness to perform service, The only thing really done was to go to the city- 
hall and enroll their names; and with a very few exceptions, those who did 
t
1Ìs were men who could have been bought with a half-gallon of whiskey to 
have done anything that promised excitement or a change, How many names 
t
l(>re were enrolled we do not recollect, probably not exceeding two hundred 
at the outside, "\Ve think we risk nothing in saying that not a single day's 
time was devoted by anyone, except the officers who were in the service of 
t:lC state, to military duty, in consequence of his enrolment, In fact, at the 
time, there was really very little business going on here, People generally 
suspended private business to a consideraLle extent, and everybody's head 
was full of the ruling excitement of the moment, Therefore, if those who 
were enrolled in the state's service had devotell two or three weeks steadily 
to ùrilling and marching, they would have made no sacrifice of private busi- 
ness, for such was pretty much suspended in the first place; and iu the second 
place, the majority of the law and order army had no business in ordinary 
times. 
" Now to ask the state to pay this handful of men, for doing nothing, 
fifty-two thousand dollars, we say is an outrage, The very few good citizens 
,\110 from principle enrolled their names in the law and order army, we are 
sure do not ask for pay. They had higher aims, or all their professions are 
unreal. The bummers and lunch-eaters deserve nothing, They made no 
sacrifice, performed no labor, and rendered no service to the public, To pay 
them fifty-two thousand dollars for affixing an X mark to the muster-roll, is 
generous compensation indeed. 'Vith even all the resources of this great 
state, we doubt if such a lavish expenditure is in keeping with a decent re- 
gard of the people's interest." 


SUlarting under the infliction of rascality ,yhich 
San Francisco ,yould not sufter ,vithin her borders, 
the Sacralnento Union of February 1858 says: 


" Since the summer of 18.36 there has existed in this state a class of men 
who have prated long and loud in favor of law and order; who have assumed 
to be the defenders par excellence of the laws and constitution, Those making 
the most noise in this party have generally been men who li,-e in daily viola- 
tion of the laws of the lanù. :Morallaws they do 110t pretenù to recognize. If 
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personally examined, a pistol or bowie-knife, often both, will generally be 
found upon the persons of these loud-mouthed and peculiar law and order 
men. This class is made up of gamblers, horse-racers, pimps, rowdies, ruf- 
fians, loafers, political mendicants, ballot-box stuffers, lunch-boarders, and 
men generally who live without honest lahor and by plundering the community 
in some form, During vigilance times they volunteered, nearly to a man, to 
fight the Vigilance Committee. They entertain a holy horror of all such in- 
stitutions, but snap their fingers at the courts and the criminal law, as usually 
administered, for the very good reason that some of the officers of the law are 
sure to be their friends, elected by their votes, money, and stuffing skill. By 
these or some other means they manage to be summoned as jurors, or as 
witnesses, it matters not which, and a mis-trial follows, or a verdict of not 
guilty. If a citizen has rendered himself obnoxious to any of this gang, he is 
dogged until found alone and unarmed, and is then assailed by a dozen of them 
at once, cut and stabbed, or most outrageously beaten by this banded together 
gang of law amI order advocates. 
"In Sacramento we have our own full share of the class we have been 
describing. They are always to be seen around, like gentlemen of leisure, but 
how they manage to live is a mystery to all honest and industrious citizens. 
They dress well, and talk very loudly about their devotion to the constitution 
and the laws; inveigh with great hitterness ana many oaths against the very 
best men in the community, and hiss out the worù strangler whenever they 
meet a man known to have acted with the Vigilance Committee. They would 
hang, if they had the power, all the members of the Committee; they are 
particularly in favor of hanging, provided the experiment is not tried upon 
any of their patriotic and honest persons; stringent laws to punish all those 
who comLine to protect themselYes against fraud and violence, they admire 
hugely, and hence they are generally ardent advocates of such bills as that in- 
troduced by 1\11' Lee to suppress mobs against the government. 
"This portion of the law and order forces have recently illustrated in sev- 
eral instances their peculiar ideas of sustaining the constitution and the laws. 
A few nights. since, and after the boat arrived from 
an Francisco, a man 
known to have belonged to the Vigilance Committee was insuJted, spit upon, 
and beaten by members of the la.w and order gang. On Saturday night last, 
they found a respectable and quiet citizen of San Francisco accidentally in 
their power in the theatre; the watchword Vigilante was given, the man sur- 
rounded, and in a few minutes terribly beaten, because he was suspected of 
having belonged to the Vigilance Committee. 
"\Vhat a terrible commentary upon law and order! These men hunt in 
packs, like wolves, fall upon their unsuspecting victims, wreak their vengeance 
upon them, and for what? Simply because those victims belonged to the only 
organization that such men ever dreaded in California. Does any man suppose 
that such moves are made out of respect for the law, or from a love of order 
and a devotion to the constitution? Certainly not. Every movement shows 
that opposition to the vigilance is purely personal and selfish, Personal sati
- 
faction is the end and aim of all their acts. 
"The singlin 6 out men from 
an Francisco, for the purpose of insulting 
and assaultiag them, indicates the source and object of that provision ill the 
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mob bill to give any court in the state jurisdiction over cases arising under 
any vigilance organization ill San Francisco or elsewhere. This class of 
patriots desire to take men from home singly, so as to enable them to take 
vengeance upon them under the forms of law. But there is a point Leyonc1 
which such violators of law, human and divine, will not be pennitteù to go, 
mob bill or no mob bill." 


Finally reforn1 became the ,vatch\vord of the oppo- 
sition, and along the line the word \vas given to suffer 
none guilty to escape, unless it 'v ere a good la\v and 
order man. But this ,,"as an ancient and oft- repeatell 
subterfuge, and carried \vith it no great ,veight. 
It ,vas at a tin1e \vhen the slavery feud ran high, 
and the office-holders being 1110stly southerners, all 
sound slavery lllen lllust stand by thenl regardless of 
ability or morals. But the antagonism excited by vigil- 
ance swallo\ved up the passion roused by the promul- 
gation of anti-slavery tenets. As in the \var for the 
union, "give us revenge to-day," they cried, "anel \ve 
,vill take state's rights to-lnOrrO\Y." 
In politics as in social life these lnen of law were 
exceedingly clannish, their affection for each other 
bordering on the savage in its nature. Their friend- 
ships \vere of a nobler, more chivalrous, and unselfish 
character than those 'v hich COffirnerce called fortI1 
froin the colder northerners. The trafficking N e,v 
Englander could scarcely understanJ theIne 
It ,vas of no consequence ,vith them \vhether the 
opinions entertained by the vigilants \vere right or 
conscientiously held; if conflicting \vith preconceived 
notions they lnust be put down. This ,vas the theory 
of the judges and officials. If there ,vas no other 
crirne in vigilance there \vas at least stubbornne

. 
As the gentle Pliny said of the Christians ,vhon1 he 
,vas called upon to judge, "I could not doubt that 
\,,. hatever Inight be the nature of their opinions, such 
inflexible obstinacy deserved puni
lllnent." 
Socrates after hi:.; trial \va:.; ofièrc(l the opportunity 
of escape. Escape ,vas easy and certain. Yet he pre- 
ferred death to breakiu rr the la,,," and thereLy sinuin o Cf 
o , J 
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against his o\vn conscience, and this not\vithstandinO' 
the la\v brought an innocent l11an to punishnlent. I--I
 
had preached obedience to la\v, and to save his life he 
\yould not no\v stultify the precepts he had taught for 
fifty years. This \vas another and a nobler obstinacy 
than that of the 1110dern la\v-\vorshippers, \vho \vere 
\yilling enough to sacrifice others to their ideas of hnv, 
but not themselves. For myself I think Socrates 
reasoned very foolishly in this Illatter, though, as he 
"
3S an old nlan, and did not care to leave Athens, he 
111ay have acted \visely enough. Socrates \voulel have 
his conscience under la\v; I \vould have la\v under my 
conscience. He kne\v the la\v \vhich cOlldenlned hi
 
to be unjust, and yet to that unjust la\v, that gross 
\yickedness, he bo\ved his head and died. Peradven- 
ture for a righteous la-\v I might die. And \vho is to 
be the judge 
 they ask. I, l11yself: As I for 111yself, 
and not for another, ånl to live or die by the la\v, I for 
lllyself 111USt judge. A false 111axinl, like a popular 
yice, is a most po\verful engine, and the quicker it be 
dissipated the better. 
Nearly all the trouble of the 1856 crusade may 
justly be charged upon the governor, assisted by offi- 
cials. vVisdom and dignity become a ruler. The people 
often forgive crime sooner than inco111petency, effOll1i- 
nacy, or frivolity. The do\vnfall of Nero \vas hastened 
nlore by his singing and playing on t.he public stage 
than by his cruelty. And as for Johnson's abetters, 
unfortunately the official suicides of Japan did not 
obtain in California, those ha'ri-l:ari, cross-cuts, or 
the happy despatch by \vhich civil officers of that 
country relieved the government. The officials of 
California \vould neither retire nor kill thenlsel ves at 
the request of those \vho had elected them. 
In settling California, as I have before remarked, 
southerners naturally dropped upon the offices as theirs 
Ly right. They \vere accusto111ed to public positions 



THE CASE OF DOCTOR SCOTT. 


G35 


at home; they ,vere fit for nothing else; they despised 
,york; being chivalrous theJ ,vere nearer akin to II'ish 
shoulder-strikers, who were a sort of aristocracy in 
their ,yay, than to the more plodding humdrum 
Yankee. 
Religion as well as politics bad its little fEnO' at 
vigilance. The clergy ,vere as a rule supporter
 of 
the Committee; some of them vindictively so. Once 
arouse the demon of discord in the breast of those 
,vhose mission is peace and none can hate so heartily. 
This we saw in the ,var for the union \vhere the occu- 
pants of northern pulpits ,vere very bitter in their 
denunciations of their southern brethren. On the 
question of vigilance some few denominations, though 
as ever nominally for peace, in reality ,vere ,vith the 
stuffers and strikers, these being of their fold. In 
one instance there was a pastor with the law party 
'v hile his church ,vas against him. 
In a former chapter I spoke of a southern divine, 
alluding to Doctor Scott, who had ,vritten articles 
adverse to the Comn1ittee, and had sent then1 to 
Philadelphia for publication. For this, as ,veIl as 
for his persistent antagonism to the Con1mittee, the 
doctor ,vas hanged in effigy in front of his church, 
on Bush street between J\Iontgomery and SanSOITIe 
streets, on Sunday morning the 5th of October. About 
six o'clock, before the figure had attracted ITIuch 
attention, it ,vas cut do\vn by certain lovers of pro- 
priety, and the perpetrators of the deed ,vere not dis- 
covered. 
The affair created much talk, and the doctor did not 
altogether dislike it. He ,vas being Jna] igncd for 
opinion's sake; he was being martyred for truth and 
justice. Never to him was such a Sunday as that Sun- 
day. Never, as he entered his pulpit on the llJorning 
of that immaculate effigy, had he so tasted the Llesscd- 
ness of persecution. Calvary church ,vas then the 
foremost in the city, of ,vhat
oever sect or creed. Its 
pastor was talented, popular \vith all cla::;ses, being 
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revered as have been fe\v men in California before or 
since. He \vas strong for la\v and order until the 
days of secession, \v hen displaying strong southern 
synlpathies offensive to nlany, he finaìly deelned it 
be
't to depart for Europe. Ah! those ,vere glorious 
days \vhen the pulpit \vas not inseparable froln great- 
ness; ,vhen all filen, good and bad, revered the sanc- 
tity of religion; \vhen the hern of a preacher's gnwn 
carried virtue with it, and the air he breathed ,vas 
fragrant \vith piety I 
Of course all had their say about it. I t ,vas 
straightway the fashion to condemn the act. Noone 
dared to uphold it. It ,vas co\vardly, dastardly, and 
all that. The newspapers on both sides vied ,vith 
each other in reprobating the deed. It ,vas a god- 
send to the hungry IIerald, being the first bit of 
substantial food it had had in many a day. " On 
yesterday n1orning," it groans, " the lllorning of God's 
holy day, ,vas perpetrated in the streets of this city 
an outrage so dall1l1aLle and disgraceful that as Cali- 
fornians \ve are pained and humiliated to be cOlupelled 
to record it. The Reverend Doctor Scott, a clergy- 
lnan of the Presbyterian Church, ,vas hanged in effigy 
fronl a lan1p-post opposite the church of \vhich he is 
the revered pastor. An act of Vandal malice more 
atrocious, an act of nleanness more revolting, an act 
of co\vardly ruffianism more utterly, more unspeak- 
ably disgraceful ,ve have never, in the long course of 
our journalism in a city ,vhere outrages and atrocities 
have been by no means unfrequent, been called upon, 
to chronicle." Alas! for the poverty of English ad- 
jectives that 1Ir Nugent should be obliged thus to 
strain himself and his dictionary to find expression 
for the deep dalnnings ,vithin him. 
"There are no ,vords sufficiently strong," echoes 
the Bulletin, "to express our condemnation of the 
deed at the portals of Doctor Scott's church yesterday 
lllorning, or the contenlpt and detestation ,ve feel for 
the perpetrators. The act \vas sacrilegious and cow- 
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ardly, and lnerits the severest reprobation." " "\'T c 
blush to be called to chronicle," says the l"rllc Cal i- 
fornia.n, "one of the Inost dlsQraceful acts aO'ainst 
. 
 b 
public decency and decorum that has ever come under 
our notice." The Post is "n10st heartily ashanled to 
record," etc. The Town Talk is "glad the act has 
been justly stigmatized," and so on. 
N o\v hung be the heavens in black, and let the 
earth groan! Let the sun never more shine upon 
that lalTIp-post; let all who d\vell \vithin the sound of 
the great triangle rusl1 to the hills and hide their 
head
 beneath the sand! 
fay the ghosts of Casey 
and Hetherington forever hover about the nightcap 
of every vigilant's \vife, and lTIay all California frolll 
Yreka to San Diego to the depth of t\velve feet 
blush to blood-redness in vie\v of this elevation to 
a lalnp-post of a tattered coat and patched panta- 
loons, the property of a certain ,veIl kno,vn Lottle- 
Inerchant! 

From the present point of time and intelligence the 
performance strikes n1e as neither good nor great, nor 
yet 80 very horrible. It ,yas senseless and silly, and 
probably done by hoodlun1 boys, for the fun of seeing 
n1en lllake asses of thelnselves over it.' The fact that 
the original of the figure v,Tas a clergyman made not 
a ,vhit difference as to its lTIerits or delnerits, except 
that in so far as a clergyn1an commits an act \vorthy uf 
punishn1ent, in so far he should be 1110re severely pun- 
ished for it than the poor 'v retch \vho111 environUlent 
has degraded. If Doctor Scott and Judge Terry leaye 
their places to n1ingle in the fray, they should not cry 
the protection of their cloth if they are hurt. 
A s111an class opposed the Vigilance COlnnli ttee 
from pure n1otives, but there ,vere not many, 3Jlll 
these not of the clearest-sight.ed sort. Just as ill re- 
ligion the most devout ,vorshippers are the n10st igno- 
rant the lTIOSt sluO' g ish of thouO'ht , so here there .,yere 
, b 0 
honest but stupid lllell ,y ho found it difficult to open 
. 
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the eyes of their blind faith in la,v and legal forn1s, and 
unlearn their respect for tribunals of justice taught 
them and their fathers. Sacred to then1 ,vere all the 
forms and doglnas of their creed, ho,vever absurd, and 
sacred to them ,vere all the forms of justice, ho\vever 
hollo\v. In governlnent and religion lTIany things are 
deelned sacred solely because they are old, and the 
origin of ,vhich, if ,ve could kno\v it, would make 
them appear profane enough. But the chief oppo- 
nents to the movement ,vere those ,vhom it 1110st 
directly affected in their persons, their pockets, or 
their reputation. 
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THE FRUITS OF VIGILANCE. 


An 110nest man may take a knave's advice, 
But idiots only may be cozen'd twice. 
Dryden. 


THE one great cry of the opposition, prolonged fron) 
the beginning to the end of the crusade, and echoed 
by \vise legislators, learned jurists, and public journal- 
ists at the east, in Europe, and throughout the world, 
,vas the disastrous effects \vhich ,yould accrue in the 
end, and the reaction. "I t ,,"as not the fall that \fould 
hurt," said they, "but stopping so suddenly." So this 
grand tribunal ,vould find itself in a position 'v here it 
could not lay aside its po\ver without disaster to its 
members. 
The ,vhole effect, it was asserted, ,vould be bad, 
anarchical, prejudicial to order and quiet good citizen- 
ship. Teach men to cavil and threaten, foster in the 
Ininds of the people mobocracy, adn1it the right to 
rise at every slight offending, and you might as ,veIl 
do a,vay ,vith constitutions and statutes, and be ruled 
by the rabble entirely. There may be some,,
hat of 
truth in such renlarks in the main; but let us see ho,v 
they apply in the present instance. 
Although opposed to office as a re,vard, opposed to 
, the subtle snares of politics in political purifications, 
opposcd to the trad ing and tricking called patriotisnl, 
the Comn1Ïttee of Vigilance ,vere not opposed to let- 
ting the beneficial influence of their purgations pcr- 
111eate O'overnment in conllnon \vith n10rals and e'
ery 
element of social ,veIl-being. Nay, they dCluanded it. 
( 6:rJ 1 
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Government above all things needed regeneration, not 
revolutionizing but cleansing, and their ,vork ,vould 
prove futile indeed did it not secure this blessing. 
The COffilnittee,vollld have, as nearly as they could 
cOIDlnand it, purity every\v here, honesty, integrity, 
the saIne in public relations as in private, purity at 
prilnaries, at the polls, on the bench, in all offices and 
relations of governnlent. 
And no\v that their work ,vas done they ,voult! 
not absolutely interdict office alnong their nlelnbers, 
though for themselyes, that is to say the nobler- 
luinded, they would shun the very appearance of sin- 
ister design; and, indeed, it ,yere better, as they often 
said, for vigilants to eschew office \vholly and forever. 
For the moment such aspirations crept upon a lnem- 
bel' he ,vould find. it more difficult to be disinterested. 
He ceased to be \vholly free, \vholly unselfish. He 
could no longer ,veigh lllotives in the even balance of 
rectitude, and he incontinently canle to eye every 
lnan \vho could influence a vote. His ,vill \vas in a 
nl
asure dissipated, his manliness ,vas often gone, he 
lllUSt become the tool of a party perhaps, and the 
toady of vulgar men. His character, his conduct, 
his thoughts, and aspirations all must in son1e degree 
change. He is no longer the lnaterial of ,vhich vigil- 
ants are made. He has sold hin1self, and henceforth 
he is one to be ,vatched, and not a ,vatcher; he is one 
to be suspected, his opinions are no longer impartial. 
But ,vhile avoiding office themselves, they lllade it 
their bounden duty to see public places filled by good 
nlen, and of these there were n1any not ,vithin vigil- 
ant ranks. It is true they ,vere not of the nobler 
sort, for as things go the best n1en are not found in 
our public stations; they were as a rule not of very 
pronounced character, and if not very good neither 
\yere they very bad. 
Here ,vas sOInething of a dilelllina. The men of 
vigilance Blust not become politicians, and yet they 
Inust rule politics. The fruits of the reforlIl must be 
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preserved; autl it ,vas finally determined that the he
t 
\yay to acco111plish thi
 ,vas to organize a people'R re- 
for111 party, 'v hich should ignore all then existing 
parties, and 
hould seek to carry into political circles 
the purity and unselfishness ,vhich characterized the 
vT"igilance ConUllittee. This ,vas the plan: unsullied 
Inen, irrespective of party, ,vere to keep unsullied the 
people's rights. 
This ,vas ,veIl enough, though in reality it ,vas only 
creating a ne,,," political party, ,vhich, like all ne\v par- 
ties, should s,veep clean the halls of governnlent for a 
time, and then beconle corrupt like the re
t. Thi
 
people's party, ho,vever, was a great success at a tinlo 
,yhen sOlnething of the kind ,vas ÏIuperatively de- 
lllanded. It ,vas ruin to the best interests of the city 
to allo,v to renlain -in po,ver the old office-seeking ele- 
lllent, ,vhich ulade a traffic of the public service,l)uy- 
iug and selling place as sOlnething hy right belonging 
to thenl. And for ten years this ne,v 1'eforl11 party 
did ,vel], purging and purifying; during ,vhieh tin)c 
it ,vas a comnlon reulark that no city in the ,vorld ,va
 
Letter governed than San Francisco. It ,yould be \yell 
if all Inen in office liyed honest lives, but this is not 
to be expected. I t is too 111UO{1 to ask of poor !tUlBall 
nature. The governlnent does not expect it. ....
d- 
vancement in it is Lasell prilnarily on short ter111S, ro- 
tations, and quick and questionable dexterity, rather 
than on slo\v nleritorious ascent. But better a tCll 
years' respite frolll gross iniquity than none at all. 
The state at large ,vas less fortunate, as \ve shall see. 
If 111elnLers of the \Tio'ilance C01111nittee did not 
ö 
feel at liberty to enter politics, there ,,,,ere enough who 
did; ,vary good Illen, careful conservatives \vho loyed 
to reap \vhere others had so,vn, \vho carried theul- 
sül ves circulllspectly before the '\9orld, thereby accu- 
ululating a fund of reputation to be inve.sted ,vhell 
III orals \vere lo,v. These ,vould serye theIr country, 
and faithfully too-for a consideration. 
While the COUl111ittee ,vere still actiyely engag
d 
Pop, TRiB,
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in their labors, these good sYlnpathizers organized 
,v hat ,vas called the people's non1inating c01l1n1ittee, 
,vho atten1pted to select. honest candidates fro111 alnon,
 
110n-office-seekers, and in the 111ain they did theii \york 
,vell. 
A mass-meeting ,vas held in front of the An1erican 
Exchange on the evening of August 11, 1856. It 
,vas largely attended by nlerchants and other prolni- 
nent citizens, and steps for the organization of a politi- 
cal reforn1 party \vhich should continue the ,york so 
nobly begun by the \Tigilance COl1ul1ittee \vere fairly 
initiated. Alnong other proceedings a COl111nittee of 
t\venty-one ,vas appointed to reC01TIInend candidates 
for 111unicipal and state officers, and to take steps to 
secure their election. The follo\ving resolution \vas 
like\vise offered: 


" That the recent exhibition of the popular will, under the fonn of a vigil. 
ance committee, as manifested in this city, exhibits in strong relief the 

ratifying fact that the public safety is not solely dependent upon the form 
of goyernment, but with us is based upon the intelligence, the patriotism, and 
the unity of the people; and that in our judgment, the patience in delibera. 
tion and the calmness in decision manifested by that body in the recent crisis, 
'\vhcn they could neither be awed by power nor shaken by passion, proves 
that California has within herself elements that will ensure obedience to the 
laws when fairly administered, and a glorious future, if we be but true to 
ourselves. " 


There \vere composing this party few ,vho had been 
prolTIinent in the vigilance mOVelTIent, \vhich sho\","s 
yet again that office \vas not the object of the leaders 
of the Con1n1ittee; but it inherited to the fullest ex- 
tent tho opinions of the Conln1ittee, pledged itself to 
their purposes, and subscribed to the principles of 
vigilance, engrafting theln upon their creed, and \vrit- 
iug then1 in their catochisn1. 
In the autUl11n elections of 1856, o\ving to the 
splits of the opposing party into republican, All1erican, 
and people's, the delnocrats carried the state by a 
large 111ajority. N O\V as the la\v and order l11en \vere 
delllocrats, the dCll10crats any\vherc n1Îght catch antl 
hang as luany horse-thieves anù desperadoes as they 
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pleased; the Inure the better. In the case of the 
San Francisco Vigilance Cùn11nittee the issue \vas he.. 
t\veen the 111erchant and ,yorkingn10n, and the politi.. 
cians and non-\vorkcrs. \Vhether it \vas a necessary 
or \vorthy 1110Vement had little to do \vith it. An
l 
to carry their point, goyernor, lesser officials, and la"... 
yers all stooped to countenance knavery, to hobnob 
,\rith scoundrels, and strike hal1d8 with \vicked I110n 
for the putting do\vn of the just. In Fcbru
ry 1857 
a gang of robbers and 1nurderers ,vas captured in the 
southern part of the state, and a dozen of them hanged 
inll11ediately by the people. The popular verdict was, 
" "r ell done! n Not a ,yord then had the la \v anti 
order 1nen and journals, before the soi-disan-t guard- 
ians of the constitution, to say about traitors and 
stranglers. 


Aft-er disbandlnent, plans 'Yere proposed by the 
executive C01l1111ittee for the protection of the ballot.. 
box, and the Loard of delegates ,,,"ere called upon to 
concur and assist in their execution.. 
A COll1111Îttee ,vas appointed to select captains 
1l}(1 
lieutenants to take charge of elections, on behalf of 
,vhich, on the 28th of October 1856) l\Ir C. J. DC111P" 
ster reported. The follo\ving is a copy of instructio1}
; 
issued by the c0l111llittee on elections to the officerd 
\v ho \vere to be placed in charge of the polls: 


"SIR: Yon are hereby appointed by the executive committee of the Com. 
mittee of Vigilance to take charge of the vigilant police force which will he 
detailed to preserve the public peace and order in your district upon Tuesday, 
the 4th of November next, In assuming this responsible position you aro 
reminded that neither tIw Committee of Yigilal1ce as a whol{>, nor its mem. 
bel's in their official capacit.y, can assume any side in political controvcr::;ie8. 
The adoption of any other conrse would not only be "Tong in it
cIf, )HIt 
would surely result in dissension, since it is probable every shade of political 
opinion anù belief finds many adherents among its mcmkrs. The duties 
confided to you are the preservation of the Lallot-box from :my attr..cI,;:, llmi 
the securing to every citizen, whether good or ball, the free excrcise of hi
 
elective franchise. For the attainment of these ends it is recommended that 
as early as pos:siLle you will invite the men selected to act under your orJers 
on that occasion to meet you, and sh.ow them this authorit
7. You will obtaiu 
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from each of them a pledge that, laying a
ide all other l1usiness, he will on 
that day report himself to you at the polls ready for duty, and will not ab. 
sent himself without your permission, You will recommend each of them to 
yote as early as practicable, in order to he l)repared for any duty which cir. 
cumstances may require. You will carefully enjoin upon each to make no 
display of weapons except under the most imperative necessity, to Le cour- 
teous to all, alild abstain from demonstrations of any kind uuless required by 
the contingencies above expressed. Should it become necessary for the pres- 
en.ation of the public peace to make any arrests of drunken or disorderly 
persons, you will send them to the station-house, but should any person at- 
tempt to vote twice or put in two votes at once, or should there appear to be 
any organized attempt to destroy the ballot-box, or to take it from the legal 
custodians, or during the counting of the ballots to interfere with the same by 
force, you will at once despatch a mounted messenger to the executive com- 
mittee, and immediately arrest the perpetrators, and send them untler a Emili. 
cient escort to the huilding in Sacramento street lately occupied by the 
Committee of Vigilance, It is expected that by arranging reliefs you will 
obtain a sufficient force to protect from violence the officers and the ballots 
until the counting is finished. Should the officers who have charge refuse, 
contrary to law and the instructions of the board of supenriSQrs, to allow a 
reasonable number of peaceal)le citizens, representing as nearly as may he all 
the political parties, to be preBent during the counting of the ballots, you will 
immediately report the fact to the executive committee. The dragoons, who 
will be at the polls, will be your best and most speedy messengers. You \vill 
suggest to the men under your command the importance of keeping so careful 
a watch upon all who surround the polls, that no criminal shall hereafter 
escape punishment through lack of direct and reliable testimony. You ,yill 
l'emind eyery man that he is in some measure the representative of seyen 
thousand freemen, and that new lustre may he cast upon the good the Com- 
mittee of Vigilance has already accomplisllPd, by the energy, discretion, and 
impartiality he may manifest upon election-day, while the lack of any of 
these qualiti.es may tarnish not only his own character, but the reputation of 
tbe hody of which he is a member, and entail evil consequences upon the 
entire community." 


The election of the 4th of November, so far as San 
Francisco County was concerned, resulted in the 
yictory of the people uver the professional poE ticians. 
The fact that Buchanan,den1ocrat, received the largest 
nUlnber of votes for president, \v hile the congress1l1en 
and state and city officers elected \vere republicans, 
people's reforn1 candidates, and vigilants, sho\vs that 
,vhi]e a Inajority of the citizens favored the den1o- 
cratic party, they ,vere, hy -the late trials ,vhich they 
had undergone, sufficiently divorced from party to 
cast their votes on the side of purgation and purity. 


. 
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Already ,vas no,v in force in San Francisco the 
consolidation act, deyisetl by Horace Ha,ves, by 111eans 
of ,vhich the city and county ,vere united under one 
governlnent \vith reduced legislative po,vers, and \vith 
taxes, ,vhich nlight be levied for each Rpecific object, 
lirnited. This act require(l a strict sevcralization of 
the public fund, and prohibited, at any tinlc, òra,yino- 
or borro\ving fron1 one fund lIloneys to be ell1ployed 
for the benefit of another fund. All officers of the 
governn1ent \vere brought do\vn to strict econOlllY allù 
accountaLility. 
Its origin ,vas that same dissatisfaction, arising 
fronl long-continued indifference, neglect, not to Bay 
rascality and crin1inality in puLlic affairs, \vhieh callc(1 
into Lcing the 'Tigilance COlll1l1ittee; and although 
dra,vn by a Inind regarded by SOine as bordering on 
insanity, and passed by a legislature little loving San 
]Trancisco, it ,ras a nlost ,vise and practicable Ineasure 
for thriftle

, peculative tilne
. 
SOll1e said that to this act rather than to the 
people's party San Francisco ,vas indebted for her 
subsequent good hehq.vior; Lut this is hardly true. 
La\vs are of little avail \vhen the people are not ,vith 
thein, a8 ,ve have seen. Besides, Sacran1ento had 
her Vigilance Conllnittee and her econon1Ïc charter, 
but neglecting to put good Inen in ofiice, her finances 
and morals \"ere cOlnparatively little in1proved thereby. 
It ,vas a Jifferent class of men that IlO'Y becarno 
officers of the San Francisco ll1unicipality. Of the 
Vigilance COllllnittee, after its disbandulent, a fc\v ac- 
cÐ I Jted office. TillinO'hast ,vas n01l1inatcd for city 
o 
 
treasurer, J anles F. Curtis for chief of police, and 
Doane for sheriff". Henry P. Coon, an vIdeI' of Cal- 
yary church, eJ.ucated a:-5 a phYBi
ian, a luan ûf 
nloral presence and of the highuf't integrity an(l 
respectability, ,vas Inade judge of the police L'ourt, 
and as 
uch Lecanle faluous in dealing Rtl'ict and 
ilnpartial justice. Like lll<lny others, 1\11' Coon hact 
synlpathized ,vith the Vigilance COlllluittcc, Lut had 
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never been a n1ell1ber 0f that organization. Thouo-h 
ca
tious, too excessively so ever to have l11ade a 
e- 
furl11er \vhere the risk ,vas anything like that incurred 
by the n1el11be1's of the \Tigilance Cón1n1Îttee, yet, \vith 
the sense of the COll1111unityat his back, and sure that 
personal and pecuniary safety, social standing, and 
1110rality as ,veIl, lay upon the sall1e side, he could 
castigate vice soundly. He did most excellent service 
in that position, and ,vas reëlected until he felt obliged 
to ùecline the office further. 
As police conln1Ïssiòner 1\11" Coon like,vi
e did \velL 
I n connection \vith his t\yO associates, the chief of 
police and the president of the board of superyisors, 
he selected frolll a thousand applicants of all grades a 
ne\v police force, and ,vhat ,vas yet more difficult, 
kept up the IHoral tone and efficiency of the force 
a fter\v arJ. 
The policen1en of our Al11erican cities are a by\vord, 
a standing joke on justice. Con1posed 1110stly of the 
lower quality of our inlported elel11ent, \v 110, by attend- 
ing at prinlaries and \vorking for the successful canJi- 
date at the polls, have in their o\vn opinion earned 
subsequent distinguished recognition, they sun thC1l1- 
selves upon the streets, dra\v their salaries, and re- 
pose upon their luck and laurels. If \vakened froln 
their dolce far n1"ente by the report of a pistol, and 
the offender rushes into their arlllS, they lead hinl off 
to pri
on, proud of their achieven1ent. But he \vho 
expects frolH detectives that activity and keen enthu- 
siasm in the ferreting of criu1inals ,vhich the case seelDS 
to demand, \vithout the stiJl1ulus of re\vard other than 
that of salary, is slllileù upon for hi
 sin1plicity. Go 
to the police-office of any of our cities and enter a COlll- 
plaint. If you \yant thorough and efficient action you 
B1Ust pay for it, and pay in proportion to the amount 
of \vork you \vant done. So long as politics is lllade 
a profession, and office the re\vard of pre-election ser- 
\' Ice, the people 111USt expect, if they \yould have a 
thing \vell and quickly dOllO, to ùo it themselves. By 



HOXESTY AXD ECOXO
IY. 


647 


the zealous and sagacious Goon the fat guardians of 
the city ,vere lllade for a titHe to be
tir thenu;el VC8, 
until vice of a truth becanle afraid, and hid itselt: 
Under this reforln adnlÏni.-;tration evil-doer8 kne,y 
ahnost to a certainty that their crÎlnes ,vould be Je- 
tected and punished. 
When the ne,v officers canle into po,ver the city 
treasury ,vas not only bankrupt, but scrip had been 
issued anticipating the revenue for nlonths to COlne. 
The consolidation act ,vas extrelnely rigid in its pro- 
yisions as to salaries and expenditures, and perIni ttecl 
the contracting of no debts for running expenses. 
The police-judge ,vas obliged for a tiule to furnish his 
stationery at his o\vn ex.pense. The police-docket be- 
con1Ïng filled, the police-judge notified the board of 
supervisors that a ne,v one ,vas required. That boJy 
decided that under the la\v the book could not be 
bought, there being no public llloney under the con- 
trol ci the board. Finally, ,yhen it began to look as 
though the sentences of drunks and other ill1portant 
police doings ,vould be lost to posterity, a nlelnber of 
the board arose and said that a court doing its \york 
so ,veIl nlust not be left ,vithout a docket, and that he 
\voulJ furnish one' hilTIself. And sure enough the 
court \vas scarcely open next Inorning \v hcn the 
gigantic form of Sanlucl l\Ieritt ,vas seen cntering 
the door, bearing in his arnlS a nlas
ive record-book, 
his big broad face beanlillg ,vith satisfaction as he de- 
posited it on the clerk's Jesk. 
In truth, so llarro\vly ,yere abuses ,vatched under 
the ne\v 1"é
7Ùne that peculation in officc ,ycnt out of 
fashion. 1\1en positively priùed thclllsclvcs in bcing 
honest, efficient, faithful in conducting the bu
il1es8 
iUlposed all theln by their fello\v-citizcns,. "yith [L:-i 
strict · regarJ to econolny and success as they ,vault! 
cnlploy in conducting their O"Yll private affairs. 
The gas cOlnpany ran up enornlOUS bills against the 
city, and, as usual in such cascs, protested they coul
 
take no less. Thereupon the llC\V official
 turncd oft 
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the gas, and each supervisor, judge, or other public 
night-\vorker brought his tallo\v-dip, ,,
hose dill1 but 
honest flicker argued a brighter, purer light than any 
hitherto flashed by brazel& iniquity. And \vhen judges 
suggested stoves to warln their rOOIns \yithal, the ci
y 
fathers pointed to the beauty of the Californian cli- 
Juate, \vhich so favored an in1poverished city treasury 
as to render the expense of fuel unnecessary. 1\Iany 
a city lot had been rendered -valueless by the arbitrary 
grading of streets over the sanù anù stone hills of the 
peninsula. By the ne\v charter, backed by official 
pledges, streets \vere to be opened or reduced tu the 
official grade only as petitioned for by property- 
o\vners. And even then there ,vas iniquity enough 
in it to ruin nlany real estate o\vners. 
1-'0 E. 'V. Burr, the first president úf the board of 
superyisors elected under the cOlloolidation act, luuch 
praise is due for his un\vearied energy in providing 
,yays for supporting the ilTIpeCUlliou
 governlnent. It 
,vas finally deterlnined to lay a ten1porary tax all trades 
and occupations, a burden the people cheerfully bore, 
that the proceeds 111ight be used to bridge the present 
finaacial enlergency. The police- judge's court \va
 
like\vi::;e a 
ource of revenue, as the fine
 in1posed were 
Ly no Ineans snlall. 
Wi thi n a year the forn1er signs of desolation in 
111unicipal affairs began to disappear. The city's credit 
,vas re
tored, and the clouds of gloolTI \vere lifted. 
l\Ioney began to accu111ulate in the city treasury. 
Bills \yere paid in cash, confidence \vas restored, and 
San FranciDco entered on a career of unprecedented 
prosperity. 1\11" Coon \vas subsequently t\yice elected 
nlayor, once in 1863 and again in 1865, serving four 
and a half years in all. 


N o\v let us recite as briefly as possible \vhat tho 
"Y'lgilance COll11nittee of 185G actually did. \Ve lllay 
safely say it put a stop to open street lllurder, to un- 
Llushing corruption in courts} to ballot-box stuffing 



GEXERAL REFOR
I. 


649 


and election frauds, and to diver
 puLlic iUllnoralities 
in their numerous nooks and phases. I t lifted do,vn- 
trodden virtue, and nlade right respectable. I t puri- 
fied the atnlosphere of politics, and cleared the se\vers 
of society. 
If ,ve confine ourselves to particulars, the actual 
punishn1ent inflicted by the C0l111l1ittee "Tas a::; 
nothing cOlnpared to the actual effect of the orO'an- 
ization. Four n10n only \vere hanged; but the le

on 
taught 'vas the sanle as if the nlunber had been four 
hundred. 'l-'hirty or thereabouts ,vere banished, 
t\venty-five actually shipped hence, and five or 1110re 
notified to leave; but it \vas roughly estÏInated that 
eight hundred of the ,vorst characters a COnl111Unity 
,vas ever cursed ,vi th left in consequence. Think uf 
it. In so s111all a c0111munity, eight hundred hunlan 
vultures, thieves, lllurde1'ers, corrupters of public 
nlo1'als, gaulblers, prize-fighters, ballot- box stuffers, 
loafers, and vagabonds, feeding on the labors of hone
t 
nlen, driven hence almost in a Lody. It ,vas a grand 
triun1ph uf the right. 
,.A..nd not only \vere the honest thus obliged to sup- 
port the dishonest in idleness, but they nlust huil\.l 
jails for thenl, and hire officers to ,vatch theIn, and 
pay judges-alas! too often not to punish thcIll as 1 
ought to say, but to liLerate thein. \Yhen ,ve think 
,vhat harHl one bad Ulan can do, think of eight hUll- 
dred betaking thelnselves froIn a cOlnIIlunity of less 
than fifty thousand, and then talk about the evils of 
anarchy and reaction! 
A fc,v fiCfures \vill best show the nature and extent 
of financial reforln. Officers' salaries in 1858, ,,'ith 
an infinitely better governed city, \vere little o\-cr 
one quarter \vhat they \vere three years bcfore. The 
city and county expenses ,yere in 185-1, $1,831,8:25; 
in 1855, $2,G-1G,lÐO; ill 185G,$85G,120; in 1857, 
353,- 
292; in 1858, $3GG,J27; in 1859, 
480,8!)5; ill l8GO, 

706,71Ð; in 18Gl, $512,89G. Prisoncrs and police in 
1855 cost 823G,G90, and this Yt-as l.llostly expcndell in 
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ll1aintaining and liberating critninals. In 1858, ,yhcn 
the nUlnber punished ,vas ten times greater than Juring 
the year before mentioned, the expenses ,yere $59,943. 
For extra legal services the city,yas taxed in 1855 
$31,821; in 1858, one quarter that sun1 did five times 
the execution. For advertising and stationery the city 
paid in 1855, $65,231; and in 1858, $2,72,; assessn1ent 
expenses in 1855, $45,011; in 1858, $9,100; úlection 
expenses in 1855, $22,920; in 1858 they,vere nothing. 
And so on. And this ,vhile fron1 one fifth to one third 
of the city's revenue ,vent to the satisfaction of old 
claiu1s contracted during the s\vindling epoch. Since 
the expiration of the ten n1illennial years expenses haye 
gradually increased, until no,v the governU1ent of the 
city costs at least t,vice or thrice ,vhat it ,vould cost 
under prudent managenlent. 
It ,vas stated that Sheriff Scannell paid the den1- 
ocratic central con1111ittee $100,000, regarded as 
equivalent to election, for his non1Înatioll to an office 
,vith a salary of $12,000 a year for four years; and 
yet as times ,vere, there ,vas nloney in it. David's 
eye ,vas not Banquo's, nor yet like the eye upon the 
yigilant seal having no speculation in it; David sa\v 
ll1uch gold in perquisites, to ,vhich fund undoubtedly 
Casey and Cora ,vould gladly have contributed a fc\v 
thousands. 
So sitnple it thing as the iinpanelling of a jury 
,\"'as profitable if one understood one's business. Like- 
\"ise ,vitnesses were al\vays at hand who ,,,ould testify 
on either side of any case, even though they had 
never heard of it before trial. Knights 0' the post 
they ,vere called in ancient tilnes, persons 'v ho ,vaited 
at the proclamation posts set up by sheriffs at their 
doors and haunted the purlieus of courts ready to 
s,ycar to anything for a consideration. There ,vas 
al,vays money in office for judges ready to sell state 
1110rals by auction, as ,veIl as for sheriffs, ,vho bought 
truth cheap and sold falsehood high. 
The public loechès had not only absorbed the vast 
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patrilnony inherited by the city, but had piled up a 
ulountain of debt bearinG' interest at the rate of 
. . ð 
tlul'ty-slx per cent. per annUlll, unùer ,vhich she stao"- 
gored seemingly to\vard bankruptcy. The freque
t 
efforts for refOrll1 had secured son1e g'ood officers in 
public positions, but their nUlllber bo
e no proportion 
to the sacrifices and perils encountered, and their iu- 
B ucnce ,vas almost neutralized by the tricks and thefts 
of their coadjutors. 
Now puLlic confidence in the ability of the citizens 
to govern themselves ,vas restored. The Conunittee 
had asked of the con1illon,vealth no lilnitless privilege 
Of./'oSSCl et fUl'>ca, but only a little patience as the re- 
,yard of great pains. 1\Ieau\vhile the authorities, shorn 
of their strength, looked in ,vonder on the people ,vho 
had thus ,,'"rested froin them the po\ver \vith ,vhich 
they had so lately invested then1. They ,yondercd, 
and they cOlnplained that SOlne serious evil ,\Tould 
con1e of it; but they mistook the intellit:cnce and dis- 
cretion Qf the people. 
FroIn this tilne for,vard the price of real estate 
ad vanced rapidly in all tho principal to,vn
 of the 
state. Bui]Jers \vent for,vard in their Ï1nprovell1euts, 
,vith l110re confidence in the integrity of the C01l111lon- 
,vcalth, and ]110re security froni the atrocities of criIu- 
inDIs. !Iorality once Inore held up its head, anù IHen 
talked again of bringing ,vives and sisters to the 
country, and of luaking this their pern1anent resi- 
dence. 
Another benefit of the l1e,v system ,vas to put do,vn 
that pest-house of politics, prÎ1nary elections, ,vhero 
bribery ,vas barefaced and expected, and all sorts of 
trickery that hUlllan ingenuity could devise ,vas COll- 
cocted to be let loose on election-clay. In place of 
this evil, each year as election-day dre,v uigh a IlOlll- 
inating conllnittee, first chosen by the origillatol:
 uf 
the people's party, and after that each COIl11111ttce 
nalning its successors, selecteà candiùatûs f()r office 
according to their hunesty anù fitness, and reCOlll- 
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mended them to the people. To avoid the evils at- 
tending the continued centralization of po,ver, the 
lllelubers of each non1Ïnating comn1ittee pledged their 
predecessors to receive no non1Ïnation tholnselyes 
,vithin a given tiu1e. 
No U1an living kne,v better the theory of the peo- 
ple's party, none kne,v better ,vhat should be the at- 
tributes and rationale of an organization having in 
vie,v the unification and preservation of the benefits 
accruing frOIH the arduous labors of the \Tigilance 
COlllmittee, than 1\Ir Clancey J. Dempster. No luan 
took a livelier interest in the elosing affairs of the 
COl11111ittee, or labored n10re intelligently, l110re un- 
tiringly to secure to San Francisco the inestill1abl8 
blessings ,vhich ,vere 111ade her rightful heritage, be- 
queathed by the noble IHen ,yho had so long and ear- 
nestly and silently striven to achieve a conquest over 
evil, ,vhich should giye their SOllS and their sons' .sons 
fresh courage in 1
'),ttling for the right. None sa,v 
1110re clearly, or felt 1110re deeply, or spoke purer 
,,"ords than he; and I cannot do better than here to 
gi ve his vie,vs upon the subject as taken froin his dic- 
tation. 
"The people's party," says Mr Den1pster, "realized 
that rotation in office ,vas the prin1al cause of the adul- 
teration of public virtue ,vhich, unless it ,vere checked, 
,vould bring to bear upon our republican institutions 
an ahnost unendurable strain; and the organization 
resolveù to grapple ,vith the evil, and endeavor to 
edueate the public 111ind to a cOll1prehensivc under- 
standing of ih, fatal tendency. It ,vas also realized 
that the corrupt and inefficient governn1ents of our 
large cities had IJecon1e a standing reproach to the 
great repuLlie, and that this state of affairs lllust be 
rell1edied, or at least n1odified, if the exanlple afforded 
by our country of the ,visdoll1 of a governn1ent of the 
people, by the people, a11(l for the people, ,va
 to con- 
tinue to influellee the thinking nlÏnds of the other 
nations. 
For the attaÏIllllellt of this enù the leadcrs 
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of the people's party sa,,,, that it ,vas neceßsary t.8 sep- 
arate the locallnunicipal gOyernnlent frolH the general 
party politics of the Rtato and nation. Sonle dc
ircd 
to go a step further, and vest the po\yer to levy and 
di
burse taxes in officers \vho should be elected ex- 
clusively Ly those \vho paid the taxes, and thus 
escape the lllany eyils attendant on taxation \vithout 
representation. These nlen realized that 
ivic patri- 
otisl1ì could be depended on only for ell1crgencies, and 
could not be relied upon to secure that constant 
\vatchfulness \vhich is as Inuch the price of 1l1unicipal 
official integrity as eternal vigilance is said to be that 
of liberty. They felt that in order to secure the safety 
,vhich n1Ïght result frolll enlisting the universal pas- 
sion of selfish regard for one's o,vn pocket, and escape 
the control of voters indifferúnt to lllunicipal extrava- 
gance or diRhonest officials, because unable to percei,To 
the direct injury to their o\vn pecuniary int<.'re
ts, Hueh 
\Ya
 the only solution of the difficulty. Active n1ind:3 
of the Vigilance Conullittee recognized that a reforlll 
\yith such aims could be effected only by long con- 
tinued effort. The exertions of the Vigilance Conl- 
111Ïttee had been required to clear the field; to relieve 
the cOlllll1unity of the terror inspired by the associ- 
ation of the rough elc111eut \vith the corrupt rings of 
the plunderers of the city, and to protect the tin1ÏJ 
fi-oln all dal1ger in the as
ertion of their right as free- 
111en to vote at elections; and. to break up the gangs 
of patent ballot-box o,vners into \vhich they fraudu- 
lently stuffed the nUlnber of ballots needed for their 
purposes. They recognized the fact that the. 
\Tork 
accoll1plishell was only the first step; that d1l1gent 
and persevering labor ,va
 requisite to cleanso the 
AuO'eall stable and disentancrle the ahno
t inextricably 
ð , 0 L 
confused finances of the lllunicipality in order to put 
thell1 on the pay-as-you-go basis, and this ".ithout 
taking any open and pron1Ïnent part in organizing the 
peopl(
's party. Chiefly. by. their cou!lsels,. therefor
, 
they \vere able to estahlIsh It on a basIs \vlnch gave It 
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the control of the city go-vernlnent for a period of 
eight or ten years,du:ring ,vhich tinle the financial obli- 
gations of San Francisco doubled in Inarket value, and 
the taxes ,vere reduced uniforlnly and equitably. 
"The courts too 'vere l'edeen1ed fron1 the old re- 
proach of inefficiency and partiality. 
1any of the 
exorbitant fees ,vhich left the individual by \Vh0111 
they were paid impoverished, and merely served to 
make their ultimate recipients the \vealthy chieftains 
of gangs of retainers, \vere first reduced, and then 
turned into the city treasury, \vhile the officials to 
,vhom they had been paid were c0111pensated by rea- 
sonable salaries. This course relieved the citizens of 
the incubus of offices of ilnrnense profit being at each 
election struggled for by candidates ready to disburse 
in bribes and subsidies to corrupt lnen a very large 
percentage of the pecuniary value of the posts to be 
obtained. A public sentiment ,vas created ,vhich 
Inade jury duty a sacred obligation to be fulfilIed \vith 
comparative cheerfulness, from a due sense of duty 
to one's fello\v-citizens, and the paramount importance 
of the public ,veal; and this very Inaterially aided ill 
bringing it to pass that the administration of justice 
from having been a by\vord no\v cOlnmandeJ 
he 
public confidence and respect. Before the organIza- 
tion of the Vigilance Committee society ,vas con1- 
pletely disorganized. Property had no protection, and 
life vIas insecure. The ob]igations and privileges of [t 
considerable portion of the people ,vere even lesB 
secure than they \".ould have been in a semi-barbarou8 
country. l\Iurders innumerable ,vere openly C0I11- 
Initted, and the murderers ,vent unpunished. Very 
many citizens felt that the time \vas fast approaching 
,vhen they should find thenlselves obliged to abandon 
the brilliant business opportunities offered by San 
Francisco's advantageous position, and return to those 
communities ,vhere, if the returns of labor ,vere leRs, 
it \vas also certain that safety of life and protection 
to property ,vera to be obtained. The po,yer of the 
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'Tigilance COlnnlittee had s\vept a\vay forever the 
1110st corrupt of those rings \yhich had brought about 
the chronic evils \vhich caned that organization into 
being. The faithful and persevering efforts of the 
peo.pIe's party restored to a grateful and rejoicing' 
SocIety all the \velcome sanctions of la\v and order." 
One year after the inauguration of the peoplc's 
party ,ve find in the journals of the day such cxpre
- 
sions of satisfaction as this: 
" Probahly no commercial city in the United States has as much cause for 
self-gratulation as San Francisco. For three years past she has suffered 
the very extremity of hard times, Her business had fallen off; her popub. 
tion had decreased; her property had become vastly depreciated, \Y orse 
than all, her government was in the hands of a corrupt and unprinciplcd knot 
of leeches, who had sucked every drop of her revenue, and were fattening 
upon her credit. It was at this crisis in her history that the people awoke 
to the danger of their position. By the exercise of courage and decision 
almost unparalleled, they wrested the control of the city's affairs from those 
who had ruined and made her bankrupt. They instituted economy in place 
of extra\'aganc{), They inaugurated thrift, honesty, and official responsibility, 
The doctrine was enunciated that hereafter we must pay as we go, and that 
whenever we did not baye the money to advance for a thing we would ha,-e 
to do without it, 
"Never did experiment work better. It takes an effort of imagination to 
realize that this is the same San Francisco that we lived in two years ago. 
'Ve have now, truly, a model government. Notwithstanding the fact that 
our population is composed of exceedingly discordant element
, made up 1,y 
accessions from all parts of the world, we enjoy a freedom from riot and Jis- 
turbance not exceeded by any city in the union. Property and life are both 
as secure here as they are anywhere, People travel our streets at all times of 
the day and night, feeling perfect safety. Tbe carrying of arms has been al- 
most entirely discontinued, Affrays and bloodshed, which seem to pre,.ail 
all over the United States to an extraordinary extent, are now so rare here as 
to be almost unknown, Public gambling has been abolished, and the black. 
legs and loafers who used to block up :Montgomery street have fled to more 
congenial atmospheres, 
"Compare San Francisco in those respects with Baltimore, or New Or. 
leans, or New York, and see how much the advantage is on our side, T
le 
mail just arrived from the east hrings us the news of desperate riots at Kew 
Orleans, of the systematic and deadly warfare hetween the Irish and _ \mcriCë.lll 
citizens t
lere, Every night a murJer or two, or a moL, or a desperate riot, 
is recorded, On election day, full one third of the yoters feared to 
how their 
faces at the polls, such was the tcrror of ruffianism, In Baltimore it W3.:; 
worse, \Ve see that city declared under martial law by the go,.crnor of 
:Maryland, and seven thousand soldiers callpcl upon to maintain thc purity of 
the ballot-box. In New York is the old succession of outrages and riot::;. 
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"And in husiness affairs, also, we have just reason to he proud, The 
panic which has swept over the whole country, has left Ran Francisco almost 
1.1llscathed. Our journals are 110t hurdened with lists of failures. Our streets 
are not crowded "\vith men and women thrown out of employ, If anything, 
lmsiness of all kinds has lately been given au impetus, and our prospects ap- 
})ear brighter to-day than they have for several years before. 
" San Francisco favorably comrares, also, not only with her sister cities at 
the east, but takes precedence of all the other cities and towns in California 
in point of good government and economy of management, 'Vhile Sacra- 
men tans are groaning under a rate of taxation which is declared to be heayier 
than they can bear, we get along without difficulty upon :t rate of taxation a 
little over a half as much, and are thinking of a reduction, Nobody talks 
about repudiation here, or of demanding that our bondholders shall reduce 
their just interest, as they do in Sacramento. The affairs of Stockton and 
J\Iarysville arc in almost as bad a way as are those of Sacramento, All of these 
places are rapidly running in debt, All of them have for officers men who 
neglect to pay sufficient attention to the necessity of public economy, To re- 
ward partisan favorites they squander the money of the people, without 
paying heed to that general bankruptcy which stares them in the face, 
" And our superiority of government is no less manifested by the manner 
in which the laws are enforced, 'Vhile the rondeau-players openly violate the 
statute everywhere else throughout the state, they dare not practise their 
calling here, For a week or two they tried. it; two or three hundred vaga- 
bonds from the interior towns flocked here to fleece the people. Fifty or 
sixty rondeau-tables started. But the stern edict of Judge Coon went forth, and 
rondcau games collapsed., and the gamblers fled back to their old homes, dis- 
comfited, 
"Our people should not fail, therefore, to appreciate these advantages, 
'Ye know that the remnant left of those who have been driven from office antI 
out of responsible positions keep their tongues wagging to depreciate the 
present government, These people pine for a return of the old order of 
things, but we fear little from their dissatisfaction or their slanders. Our 
people know too well when they are benefited." 


Shortly before election there ,vas a.n annual appeal 
to the voters by the people's journals, one of ,vhich, 
issued seven years after the killing of ICing, I insert 
here to sho,v the contrast in the tin1es: 
"On Tuesday next the voters of the city are to decide whether their 
municipal affairs shan he administered as they have been for seven years 
past, or shall be turned over to the politicians. Our own history tells us 
precisely what to expect if they conclude to try the latter, San Francisco is 
fourteen years old, Seven years she was governed by politicians, seven years 
the people have managell her affairs, 'Vhile the former ruled, improvements 
were neglected, taxes swelled enormously, property, which naturally::;houltl 
Ila\'e advanced in price, either depreciated or barely held its own in value, 
Riots prevailed, violence was an every-day occurrence, :Murder, veiled or 
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open and defiant, stalked through our streets. Honest men were compelled 
to go anned to their work, and every bush concealed a villain. J ustiC'e was 
perverted. The courts were rather the sanctuaries of criminals than their 
terror, and crime, if only deep and heinous enough to command the sympathy 
of unjust criminal officials, was sure to go unpunished. 'Ve were a disgraced, 
dishonored city. Life insurance companies charged extra premiums for resi- 
dence here, and a man at the east who showed the uncontrovertible evidences 
of his wealth in real estate located here, was deemed the possessor of the 
most slippery sort of property that ever went under the name of real estate. 
"Seven years up, the people dethroned the villains, expelled the hounds, 
banished incorrigibles, executed murderers, and undertook to govern them- 
selves. Now how the picture changes, The ph
Tsical face of the city assumes 
a new aspect. The streets shoot out into the suburbs and improvement is 
t'verywhere busy. Taxes cease to be onerous, 'Ve pay not one fourth as 
much for good government as the villains sweated out of us to support them 
in their infamous power to tyrannize over us, 
"The streets are busy with the rattle and hum of industry, and the cry of 
one suffering violence is rarely heard. Kight is as safe as day. The stranger 
wanders into the remotest suburb, or threads the narrowest alley, safe from as. 
sault, or the slightest suspicion of danaer, Criminals abhor the city, ior they 
know that detection is sure here, and punishment is certain. The courts are 
the friends of the l)oor man, and the injured appeal confidently to them for 
redress, Property is safe, and from afar seeks investment here. There is no 
city of its size in the union where there are so few burglaries, where the 
carelessness of house-keepers betrays them into so few losses, where incendia- 
rism is so rare, where grave crimes so selùom staiu the calendar. The life iu- 
surance companies have long ago ceased to charge extra premiums for resiùence 
here; the risk of violent deaths is less than in any other city of its size in 
America. Our finances are in a wholesome conditioll. "
e can afford to aiù 
great public works. Our reputation everywhere is good, and our position ill 
the society of cities coveted far and wide. 
"There is no sophistry in the argument; no one denies or disputes the 
cause of this marvellous transformation, For seven years we were governed 
by the class who fancied themselves born to rule and fatten at the expense of 
honest, working, sober men; and during that while we suffered all that a city 
in a land at peace can suffer. Then for seven years the people attended to their 
own business, governed themselves, managed their own affairs. For seven 
years we were the slaves of the politicians, for seven more the politicians have 
been kept out of power and underfoot. Shall we return to the old order of 
things, or preserve the state and the good llame which with so much toil wo 
have won? Next Tuesday we shall have the answer." 


Up to the year 18G5 the people's reform party 'YÜS 
very popular. The public pu]
e, 
et ,vildly throLLi
lg 
by the ,var for the union at thIs tIlle, had reached I
S 
nlost feverish point. IIitherto all questions of polI- 
tics had heen carefully kept out of tho roforul party. 
PoP, TRIB" VOL, II, 42 
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N o,v loyalty to the federal union, a question vital in 
itself but secondary in local affairs, rose paramount to 
every other consideration, and the rabid delnagogue 
press raved over the subject. An ill-timed and un- 
fortunate resolution passed at this time by the 
people's nominating comnlittee, to the effect that no 
person \vho had not voted for Lincoln and Johnson 
at the presidential election in 1864 should be n0111i- 
nated as candidate for any office, sealed their in- 
fluence. Before this tilne there were lnany good 
democrats \vith the people. But the party ,vas no,,' 
split; three tickets \vere again placed in the field, 
and although the fruits of that reform never can be 
,yholly obliterated, yet those strong bonds of purity 
\vhich kept them united during these nine years never 
can be joined. 
But ,vhat had becolne of the opposition, and ,vhat 
,vere they doing all this time! During the time local 
politics ceased to be a trade in San Francisco some 
entered the arena for state spoils, ,vhich \vere still the 
prey of good democrats. SonIe left the country for 
1110re genial political airs. A fe,v adopted honest call- 
ings and becanle useful citizens. But all those that 
renlained \vere very quiet, very circumspect. As 1\11' 
1\Ianro\v remarks of them, "The la\y and order fel- 
lo\vs \vere al\vays listening for the tap of the bell." 


This was ahnost the first time in the history of the 
state \vhere the people of San Francisco \vere heartily 
sustained in a popular movement by the country. 

lining and agricultural districts have very stupidly 
and very unjustly looked upon the growth and pros- 
perity of the city \vith 1110re or less jealousy. "It is 
our gold and our labor that build their city and fatten 
then1," they said, not thinking \v hat \vould be the 
country \vithout tho city, \vithout a market, or any 
placo for the purchase of sÜpplies, not thinking to 
\vhat a lo,v ebb the intelligcnce of a country sinks, 
a\vay from the cultivating and progressional influences 
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of cities. But having so long felt the incubus of crime 
and misrule in their o\vn midst, and realizin o ', lllOl'C- 
over, the epidemic nature of political and so
ial cor- 
ruption, ,yhich cannot. exist in one part of the state 
,vithout infecting every part, they roso ahnost en 1nasse 
from San Diego to Siskiyou, and cried the yiO'ilantd 
on. 
Iilitary companies ,vere organized and Jl'illü(l 
in almost every in1portant interior to,vn, and stood 
ready to rush to the assistance of the popular 1110VG- 
rnent in San Francisco the moment the first gun 'Ya
 
fired. On an eight hours' notice five thousand 1l1Cn 
asselnbled at Sonora tho 6th of June, to give expres- 
sion to their sentilnents in relation to the nttelnpt 
made by the governor to put down the \Tigilance 
COlnmi ttee. 
Yet there were not lacking men of law clse,v here 
than in San Francisco. A communication to the 
Los Angeles Star of the 9th of August 1856 he,yails 
the Vigilance COlnmittee of San Francisco, ",,,110 
have set at defiance the la,v, disregarded state [UHl 
federal constitutions, taken Ly force the state arlns, 
placed theu1selves in open rebellion to the goyernol', 
arrested and nlanacled citizens, denJTillg thenl the 
,yrit of habeas corpus; ,vho have sent their enlissa- 
ries into other counties, seized and dragged to their 
bastile their fello,v-citizens, hanging sonle and ban- 
ishing others. Having taken steps ,yhich they could 
neither continue nor retrace ,vithout illfaluy and 
probable Llood::;hed, having brought the state into 
disrepute [\ broad, and 111ade life and property inse- 
cure at hOllle, ,vhat ,vas to be done? Bloody are 
they no,v, and butcher-bloody lllust be their future. 
Shall Lo
 AnO'elcs Inarch 011 San Francisco and 
deluO'e her str
Gts ,vith the Llood of her citizen:,; { 
t) 
No. Fello\y-citizens, to Ine it appears the only lllauly 
course for us to pursue is to separate our
el ,'es f
'Olll 
all civil and political connection ,vith San Fl'allCI
eo 
and those ,vho side ,vith her, except as a separate 
state." Alas, poor San Francisco! Level no\y thy 
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hills and fill up thy valleys. Hide thy face, 0 citizen! 
Bury your heads ostrich-like beneath the sand for 
shalne and fear, 0 Dempst.er and Coleman! Los An- 
geles shakes her skirts of you! Forgotten are her 
o\yn arbitrary slaughterings, her jail-breakings, and 
her glorious crin1e exterminations, outnulnbering fiY8 
to one those of San jj-'rancisco; forgotten are the 
801netilne bandit-decorated trees of her suburbs, her 
o\vn honest and efficient cOllîlnittees ,vho bravely 
risked their lives and property for the con1mon good. 
This is not Los Angeles that speaks, hut SaIne un- 
fledged la\v-fanatic, lately arrived, ,vho feels that he 
111USt bray or burst. 
Judge Hayes expresses the opinion that, but for the 
feeling on the part of the civil authorities of Los 
Angeles \vhile 1IcGowan ,vas enjoying his otÏ1l1n Cll1'n 
tlignitate in that vicinity, he ,vould have been arrested 
and sent back to San Francisco; but the sheriff of 
Los Angeles did not feel inclined to arrest a refugee 
frOl1l justice, one ,vho had been indicted by the grand 
jury of San Francisco County, and \vho in his opinion 
should be dealt \yith only by the courts, and send hinl 
\vhere he ,vould be sure to go, namely, to the challl- 
bel's of the Vigilance Con11nittee. Thus ,ve see at 
every turn that by officers of the la,v justice is Inade 
secondary to fornl, punishment to pique. 
They did not believe, they said, that the citizen 
\vas bound in conscience to aid in such a proceeding', 
Lut ,vas justified in refusing to carry into effect tho 
order even of the authorities ,vhen the certain coe- 
sequence ,voulcl Le a violation of the laws that treat 
the execution of the vilest crinlinal, ,vithout legal 
authority therefor, as itself neither more nor less 
than murder. So they would break the la,y thelll- 
RcI yes to prevent the people of San Francisco frOlll 
doing so. 


Great credit was due the city of San :Francisco, 
in the face of such sore temptation, for this triumph 
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of order over anarchy. So easily could they have 
settled the 11latter, so s,viftly could they have sent 
after the assassin that justice \vhich no\v lnu
t 
1l10Ve so slo\vly, that the city people praised theul- 
selves for their moderation, and so did they of tho 
interior. 
"I consider. these uprisings of the people on great 
elnergencies," ,vrites l\Ir vVatkins, \vho has thought 
luuch upon the subject, "as bordering on the sub1illle. 
They certainly spring fron1 a most hallo\ved prineiple, 
a principle deeply inlplanted in the bosonl of eyer)'" 
nlan by the hand of God; a principle \vhich began 
'vith tilne, and \vill continue in all tilne to C01l1e; and 
,ve shall see its exhibition ,vhenever an abused people 
shall be cOlnpelled to take upon thenlselves to defeud 
a nation's rights or redress a nation's ,yrongs. )Iy 
luind has settled do,vn under the firlH conviction that 
these uprisings are as necessary for the purification uf 
the moral and political atnlosphere, as that po\vcrfnl 
and 111ysterious agent, \vhich collects the nlaterial
 of 
its a\vful battery from the dark 1080111 uf the hovering 
tenlpest, is for the purification of tho atnlo
phcre \ve 
breathe; and you lllight as ,veIl attelnpt to d<-un the 
Sacramento ,vith a leaf, a
 to stay their progre::,::, Ly 
the ilnpotent and puerile legislation of fledgling- 
politicians. The action of the Vigilance Connnittee 
of San Francisco gre,v out of this principle, and 
'vas ren1arkable for order, coolness, \yisdoln, dctcr- 
nlÍnation, and patriotic sacrifices. Their C'on1plete 
justification is found in the Inidnight a

a:.;sillation::; 
of San Francisco's citizens, ,vhich ,vent ull\vhip}Jl'cJ 
of justice; in the Inid-day lllurders of her peacei'u] 
citizens engaged in their la,yful avocations; ill the 
sacking, plundering, and the conflagrations of the 
city; in the corrupt adn1Ïni
tratiun of the la,,,. hy 
bad Inen, put into their official positionH by f1'311<1 
and violence; and in the de
tructioll of the peoplL"
 
,viII by the desecration of the ballot- Lox I)) eut- 
throats and thieves, felons, and escaped convicts ùf 
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other lands. The Vigilance Committee has the 
synlpathy of the great body of the people; and 
that sympathy cannot be weakened by bloody 
la\vs or vindictive speeches, whether made in the 
nanle of the delnocracy or in .the nalne of the 
Jeyil." 


,V ould you, weep the fire eaters, \vould you, had 
you kno,yn the sad results-could you have done it 1 
See the poor but honest men you have driven into 
exile; see this great and good expounder of our time- 
honored la\v.s and constitution \vhom you have incar- 
cerated; see the gubernatorial pride \vhich you have 
lJI"ought lo,v I And do you not feel the halter's noose 
tightening hour by hour round your own necks? 
No class of persons ,vas more greatly benefited by 
the 'Tigilance Comnlittee than the Chinese. One of 
the 1110st approved methods of lo,v ruffians for raising 
the ,vind ,vas to Inaltreat or levy black-mail on the 
Chinese. As a testimonial of their appreciation of the 
benefits thus conferred, the Chinese merchants of 
San Francisco subscribed one thousand dollars to the 
VIgilance Comnlittee fund. 
"I personally disapproved of the Vigilance Com- 
lnittee," says the Reverend Doctor Woodbridge, in a 
frank dictation ,vhich he furnished me, "believing 
the people \vould feel the necessity of having proper 
officers, and ,vould take legitimate n1ethods to place 
thCll1 in a position to repress vice; but my present 
thought is that I erred on the conservative extreme." 
Doctor VV oodbridge preached in Doctor Scott's church 
the Sunday of the jail capture; there were fe\v men 
in the congregation. 
A ribald press denounced the association as a mer- 
cantile junta, which ,vas far from true. The storms 
of public indignation ,vhich s,vept the land in 1851 
and in 1856, with their thunderbolts of justice 
purifying the air and 111aking it the fit breath of 
virtue, arose \vith the people; the leaders ,vere the 
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last to n10ve. But once determined, then let ,,-hat 
,vas to be done be done quickly. Their boast ,vas 
not ,yords, but the accomplished fact. 
As a San Francisco pilot puts it to an incolning 
Englishman: "The thing becan1e too hot, so ,ye de- 
tern1Ïned to put it clow.n. \Ve elected Judge J-Iynch. 
The first fe,v ,veeks ,ve hanged pretty frequent; then 
,ve exiled the rest, making death the penalty of their 
returning. Then we handed the town back quite 
clean to the la,v. It took us three months to com- 
plete the job, and it has been quiet ever since." 
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Could any but a noble, prudent cause 
Begin such motions, and assign such laws? 
If the great mind had form'd a different frame, 
:Might not your wanton wit the system blame? 
Blackmore. 


THE reader should now have a pretty clear idea 
both of the necessity, if any, of work to be done by 
the Popular Tribunal on this Pacific seaboard and the 
manner in ,vhich such ,york ,vas accomplished. He 
has seen living together in communities nlen of all 
kinds, the good and the bad, the pious and the pro- 
fane, the educated and the illiterate, the refined and 
those of low tastes, but all of more than average in- 
telligence and ability, as the world goes; the whole 
susceptible of division into t,vo unequal parts, those 
endeavoring to live fairly and honestly among Inen, and 
those endeavoring to live by robbery, upon the labor 
of others. He has seen among these conllnunities, at 
various times and places and under conditions SiUl- 
ilar and dissimilar, the greatest apparent necessity of 
arbitrary action by some agency other than any then 
legally existing. 
He has seen that these communities were in every 
instance either ,vithout a legally constituted govern- 
Inent, or else that governn1ent in their n1idst \vas so 
,veak, or adlninistered by officers so ,vicked, as to be 
in a lneasure inoperative. He has seen ho,v out- 
raged justice will sooner or later rise and put do,vn 
villainy, according to la,v if possible, if not, then by 
means contrary to la,v, the righteous being a},vays 
( GG4 ) 
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triulllphant. All \vhich, probably, has been sufficient 
to enable him to forin an intelligent opinion as to the 
'rnorale of the matter, and as to the right of 111en so 
situated so to act. 
It \voulù be not unfitting to drop the curtain here; 
nevertheless, in taking leave of the subject a. fe\v re- 
flections force themselves on our notice and certain 
, 
lessons, all of ,,
hich, ho\vever, must be briefly stated. 
The material composing these 111any tribunals \vas 
varied. They \vho thus banded \vere not all nlcn of 
honesty and integrity, though I110St of theI11 \verc; 
they \vere not all of that quality or calibre \vherein 
cool reason ever holds in check hot passion, but their 
actions for the nlost part originated in a sense of 
duty, the duty of self-preservation if not the preserva- 
tion of society, and their judgments were forined and 
executed ,vith no small degree of discrimination and 
fairness. We have seen many cases of n1obocracy in 
the Inines, \vhere hiccoughing gold-diggers adjudged 
their feIlo\v - creatures to death, and s\vung theu1 
into eternity amidst the drunken orgies of modern 
bacchanalia. 
These popular punislllnents \vere sometin1es no less 
horrible, no less criminal, than the crimes thcInsel ves. 
Wretches there are in this \vorlù, and they 111ay ùe- 
serve to die, and their lives may not be \vorth a rush; 
nevertheless, the effect upon those who, in the intoxi- 
cation of po\ver, dare to strangle this God-given 
breath and hurl to hades this God-given spirit, is 
1110st demoralizing, most brutalizing. Often it hap- 
pened that \v hile the inforlnal trial \vas going on, 
judge, jury, culprit, and n10L had all drunk theln- 
selves into a state of intoxication, so that ,,"hen the 
fearful self-ilnposed responsibility of passing judgnlcllt 
upon thc life of a fello\v-being and conducting hin1 to 
execution caIne up, the actors in the scene barùly 
kne\v \yhat they \vere doing. Often it happcned that 
the hanging itself \vas 
o bunglingly done as to Le Lut 
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cruciation, the crushing of life out of a ,vrithing body, 
by hauling it several times up and letting it do\vn, 
lniclst prayers and shouts and hellish hallelujahs. 
But these sickening scenes, ,vhich ,vere a horrible 
Inockery both of justice and hUlllanity, ,vere the ex- 
ception and not the 
ule; and had as they ,vere, the 
evils thence arising \vere light as compared \vith the 
evils of corrupt courts of la,v. Rather let us refer to 
the grand tribunals of San Francisco for \vhatever of 
instruction ,ve ,vould derive from these abnornlal pro- 
ceedings. 


The San Francisco Vigilance Committee of 1851, 
and that of 1856, as \ve have seen, each hanged four 
111en and banished about thirty. Each rescued t,vo 
prisoners from the county jail by means of a surprise 
party. The expatriated of 1851 ,vere nlostly con- 
victs frOln Sydney 
 those of 1856 were Irish, and 
other foreigners of low origin. SOlne of those ordered 
hence ,vere born in the United States; others \vere 
111adc citizens by our luckless systenl of adoption. 
The crinles cOlTIlnitted by the victims of the first 
tribunal ,vero against property and life, while those 
by the second y,Tere strongly tinctured ,vith political 
inlnlorality. }\;lcDougall, governor in 1851, bq,ved 
to 'v hat he deemed the popular \viII, and kept faith in 
his pro111ise not to interfere \vith the Conln1Îttee save 
in appearance only ; Johnson, governor in 1856, after 
Inaking the same pronlise broke it, opposed the Conl- 
111ittee to the utmost of his po\ver, and thereby in- 
creased their labor and prolonged their existence. 
The refornlation of 1851 ,vas superficial and tell1- 
porary; that of 1856 radical and pernlanent. The 
tribunal of 1856, in the character of its In embers, ,vas 
,veIl represented by \vealth, intelligence, and industry. 
Brought together by reason neither of lnental Bor 
physical ability, nor of social or political standing, 
DOl' of ,vealth or culture, nor of literary tastes, reli- 
gious belief, or scientific attainIIlents, but by the sole 
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consideration of integrity and zeal in the ,vork pro- 
pos
cl, there ,vas obviously great variety of character 
in the 1118n cOlnposing the Conllnittee, and ,vide diver- 
gence of opinion on all topics but the central and 
absorbing idea. Side by side they toiled, the ear::; of 
the refined deaf to the blasphen1er's inlprecations, and 
his eyes closed to the frequent and inordinate pota- 
tions of the dran1-drinker. Biasses of religion, ,vealth, 
and cultivation ,vere s,vallo,ved in the one ahniO'hty 
thought of Il10ral regeneration. On the broad grguncl 
of COlllmon interest they n1et to battle \\Tith a COIDlnOll 
enemy, and before the achievelnent of their purpose 
an lesser sYlnpathies and antipathies ,vere laid aside. 
The largest element comprised Inen fron1 the north- 
eastern part of the United States; next those from 
the then so caned western states, ,vith SOllle fron1 
tho southern states. Of foreigners the French "Tere 
largely represented, after then1 Gernlans, then English, 
Irish, and Italians. But seldolll it ,vas asked, \Vhere 
i.3 he frolI11 What is his religion, ,vhat his politics, 
his \vealth 1 Tho questions ,vere t,vo: Is he honest 1 
\Vhat can he do 1 
Outside of the Committee ,vere many ,,'.ho SYlnpa- 
thized ,vith and contributed to its support, but fron1 
prudential Illotives never joined. Like\vise, thero 
"Tere those in the COllllnittee ,vho did not rightly be- 
long there. But on the ,vhole it ,vas a \\'onderfully 
firlH and pure cOlnpan y for one of so large and pro- 
Ini
cuous membership. The executive conllnittee ,vas 
an intelligent, luanly body, composed, ,vith fe\v excep- 
tions, of good 111en but not all relnarkaLle men; 11lauy 
of theln 'v ere very superior nlen. There ,vere prcs- 
ent the usual varieties of qualities, positive and nega- 
tiye in O p inion and action but the'"" \yore 1110stly IHen 
, '.J.... 
of thouO'ht and of indc I )endent thou
llt. There \\YHS 
b , '-'. 
no lack of probity, patriotisln, and practical &'1gaclty 
aillong thenl. 

Ioney ,vas fre
ly spel
.t. N ?arly all c?,rricJ into 
the cause unS,yervlng fidelIty, \vluch ,vas theIr strcngth. 



668 


REFLECTIONS AND LESSONS. 


The vocations of merchant and ITIaster-mechanic w'ere 
those most largely represented in the Executive. 
"T e have seen that the IIlob-la,v of the miner, ap- 
pealing as it does to brutalizing passions, and executed 
often under the influence of momentary exciteluellt 
anù strong drink, is a very different affair from organ- 
ized vigilance, dispassionately, conscientiouslÿ, prayer- 
fully if you will, and unselfishly watching the \velfare 
of the commonwealth, using force only ,vhen all other 
IIleans fail, using its po,ver ,vith moderation, ten1pering 
justice ,vith nlercy, and gladly relinquishing its dis- 
tasteful duties tþ-e moment it can do so with safety. 
We have seen that the San Francisco Comlnittee of 
Vigilance conden1ned and executed dispassionately, 
and on no less evidence than ,vouid have convicted in 
any ,veIl conducted court of justice. 
But the spirit of Inobocracy, even, does not appear 
\vithout a cause. It n1ay be that truth and justice 
are on the side of the rabble, or it Inay be that passion- 
ate ignorance alone governs them. In lTIobs there is 
n1ethod, as in other fOrITIS of popular madness. 


And no,v that the farthest ,vest is reached by ciyil- 
ization and good government, some may ask, ,vhat are 
the stranglers going to do about it 1 \Vill they find 
SOIIlO other excuse for the display of their pride and 
po,ver1 l\fust ,ve al,vays trelnble lest this spirit of 
vigilance, like a bird of evil omen, shall forever 
'-' 
overshado,v us 1 Not so. There ,viII be popular 
tribunal
, as long as evolution lasts. We are never 
going back to king-,vorship or law-,vorship. But ju
t 
such displays as California has given us the world \yill 
neycr again see, because the engendering conditions 
\vill never again bo the same. HunJan nature Inay- 
repeat itself, but history never. N ever again shall 
this \vorld see feudalislIl in its ancient forIn, or the 
fanatical extravaganza of the crusades, or chiyalry, 
or religious ,vars like those of old, or inquisitions, or 
refornlations, or discovery, or vigilance committees 
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like those that appeared in the early days of Cali- 
fornia. The la,ys that goyern society, like the law's 
that goy.ern geology and astronon1Y, arc absolute in 
their operation, yet the processes of ,vorld-nlakina and 
,yorlèl-Inoving 
ot lnore surely than history r
peat 
themselves. HIstory should be ,vritten recoO'nizino' 
a jYr'iori the fact that in hUlnan societies, as 
l ph}
 
sical phenomena, for every activity tl
ere is an agent, 
for eyery event a cause; and that In all abnorlnal 
displays of social effervescence, like that of ,yhich 
these volumes treat, the nearer ,ve can arrive at causes 
the nlore profit
ble our studies. 
, In no other conlIDunity in the ,vorld could have 
happened a succession of such convulsions ending so 
triun1phantly for peace and good morals; in no other 
country in the ,vorld could there have arisen a series of 
such startling anoll1alies in \v hose subsidence lnight be 
found only the purest and best effects, such originality 
of conception united ,vith boldness of action, and teul- 
pered ,vith coolness, telnperance, and principle. Their
 
,vas the courage to take up authority, and the courage 
to lay it do,vn. A cOlnn1unity of Englishn1en never 
,vould have n10ved; a conlffiunity of Frenchmen never 
,vould have ceased 1110ving short of the gulf of de- 
struction. These vigilants ,vere la\v-respecting nlen, 
in defiance of la,v combined to execute the la,vs. 
Good enough la\vs had been subverted by la,vless 
nlen, with a \vhirl of passion and excitenlcnt that 
threatened anarchy and ulti111ate ruin. And these 
sclf-acting prosecutions and executions of the popular 
tribunal exhibited in Hanling colors the ,vorkings of a 
ci,Tilized society ,vithout institutions and \vithout 
precedents. Five years after the state had been 
nominally under the dominion of la,,,, ,vith annual 
sessions of a legislature conycncd for the purpose uf 
supplyina a systenlatic jurisprudence cOluplete in 
theory a
d efficient in practice, Cl'illle still hung like 
a hideous phantolll over the cities, and over the Sierra 
foot-hills, sprinkling even the flo\yer-\\Treathed yaUcJs 
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,vith blood. God grant deliverance frOln such scenes 
evern10re. And shan1e eternal \vould ever have rested 
on the n1emory of early Californians had they not 
strangled the lnonster as they did. 


For S0111e fe,v centuries yet the iron-bound dogn1a- 
tis111 of ancient societies \vill continue to conden1n the 
action and principles of popular tribunals. 
Iany 
1nembers of such societies \vill fail to see in unla\vflll 
dC1nonstrations any good, any necessity. They \yill 
continue not only to stigmatize every governl11ent un- 
der \vhich such things can be, but to reprobate the peo- 
ple suffering them. They ""ill see in the doctrine of 
the governed assu1l1ing instant and arbitrary control 
of the governn1ent nothing but that \\"hich is suLver- 
sive of order and political integrity. They \vill continue 
to call such right only the right of 111ight, failing 
n1ean\vhile to question if their o\vn moral and legal 
codes rest on any other foundation. They \vill con- 
tinue to see no difference bet\veen a 1110b and a COln- 
Il1ittee of vigilance, bet\veen a turbulent, disorderly 
raLble, hot \vith passion, breaking the la\v for vile 
purposes, and a convention of virtuous, intelligent, 
and responsible citizens \vith coolness and delibera- 
tion arresting momentarily the operations of la\v for 
the salvation of society. They ,viII continuo to see 
no difference bet,veen an old-\vorld riot airrled at 
tyranny or injustice and a ne\v-\vorld uprising for the 
vindication of the existing government. - 
Dut the tilne ,yill con1e"\yhen intelliO'ent Ine11 every- 
ð t.I 
\""lhcrc ,,,in ackno,v ledge the superiority of this prin- 
ciple. \Vhen la,vs intended to regulate intenlperallcc, 
gaI11Lling, prostitution, and polygan1yare all annulled, 
and the nloral ideal shan have attained a higher planc, 
it ,yill then be seen that that governn1cnt is nlo:st 
stable \y hich is founded on rectitude and indepen- 
dence, \yhich relics for its support on the \vill of a 
virtue-Ioying people, and not on tradition or inexor- 
able la\v. It ,vill then be seon, 1110re clearly than 
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no\v, that all po,ver vests in tho people, \vhether they 
choose to use it or to ren1ain bound by superstitious 
veneration of shado\v, that even after ht\v is 111ade 
and execution provided, the executive has no po\ver 
except such as is daily and hourly continued to hinl 
Ly the people. 
Slo\vly hUlnan nature and social habits adapt theln- 
selves to \vholesonle laws, until the la\vs are no 10nO'er 
necessary, and n1en do right from pure love ofOit. 
The child's \valking-chair, \vithout the aid of \vhich it 
could not stand alone, becomes an in1pedilnent to its 
progress \vhen no longer needed. Social institutions 
in their structure and functions should be not only 
such as keep n1en right, but such as lnake them de- 
sire of their o\vn free-\vill to do right. That vice 
should be restrained and the vicious punished Inay be 
rcadily adn1itted ,vithout setting up la\v as an idol, 
and its ministers as the high-priests of our polity. 
Rude and reckless men require rigid, despotic rule; 
barbarous offenders lnust be restrained by barbarous 
codes; a factious, cruel elelnent in a society can he 
kept under subjection, or in such order as' \vill enaLle 
society to exist at all, only by harsh, or at least de- 
tern1Íned n1eans; ,vhereas a settled cOlnmunity of in- 
telligent, ordèrly people may thro\v off the chains of 
despotisln, unite charity \vith chastiselnent, 111ake 
111ilder the la\vs for offenders ,vhile making stronger 
the prison for felons, and so relax into the enjoy- 
Inènt of the .largest liberty. 
ian, the Inost help- 
less of animals, is not fitted to live alone in a state 
\)f nature. Individuals 111USt unite for n1utual pro- 
tection. and beinO' free-will animals , in orJer that 
, ð 
their \vills 111ay not clash to the destruction of each 
other, a cOlnpact is entered into bet\veen the pàrt
 
and the ,,
hole. Individuals shall yield certain of 
their \vill and freedom to society as a \vhole, and so- 
ciety in return shall protect the indivi
ual .in certain 
essentials. N o\v govcrlunent and IcgI::5latlon to 
c 
eflcctiyc l11Ust be based upon the theory úf socIal 
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sequences, on the recognition of natural causations in 
tIle aútions of men. 
Amidst the intricate forms of social life, proper 
sense and proper instincts are not safe guides. That 
"Te lllay be endurable to our counterfeit neighbor ,ve 
lllust ourselves become counterfeit. Our dress 111USt 
cover faults and si1ame; our speech must be set 
phrases hiding half the truth; our manners must 
accord ,vith set forms, and we must conceal our real 
selves under cont'enance and colors. This public 
prudery, contemptible as we may justly regard it, is 
an advance on public shamelessness. The secret sin 
that each heart hugs, fearful only lest it should sho\v 
itself, is better so than shameless sin. 
In the infancy of nations men believed that the 
rule of conduct inlposed by the gods entered into all 
the affairs of life, so that not only ,vere political and 
ecclesiastical rules ordained of heaven, but social and 
dOlnestic matters likewise. Sumptuary laws regulating 
food and dress ,vere no less a necessity, no less a di- 
vini ty, than church or state ordinances. 
All this ,,
hile the intellect seelns scarcely to feel 
its iron fetters, seeIns scarcely to be a\vare of their 
existence. Yet Inankind are no less bound; the savage 
roaming the forest at ,viII is bound; ,ve of to-day \vith 
all our boasted liberties are bound. Civilization is 
only a progress from a state of unconsciousness of 
any la\v to a recognition of la\v everywhere. 
Man \vhen living in a state of natur
 must satisfy 
hilllself ,vith the law of nature; but immediately he 
begins to assert dominion over nature, he lnust like- 
,vise assert dOlninion over himself. Yet artificial laws, 
la\vs of society, of mind, of Inorality, are not conven- 
tionally made, they are discovered by the observation 
of agencies at \vork. Science, progress, and societies 
act, though man should never know of it. Before 
precept is practice; before conventionalla,v, morality. 

rhe organs of the body performed their functions 
long before their existence ,vas kno,vn; so in social 
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and political affairs, principles are praclised and mon 
brought under subjectiun to la,vs long before they are 
a\vare that any such la,vs or principles exist. Seryi- 
tude seems to be t.he normal condition of man. Lib- 
erty is but a form of self-servitude. 'Vithout 
individual subordination there can be no social or- 
ganization or cohesion. Justice consists not neces- 
sarily in obedience to the laws of Ulan, for this ,vould 
make the legislator the creator of riO'ht and ,vron a ; 
b . d o ð 
ut, as recognIze by Socrates, in force throughout 
all ages are un \vritten la,vs, disobedience of \v hich 
brings its o,vn punishment. Look at n1an I What is 
he? A beast, yet more than beast; skeleton and 
skull, yet filled ,vith ethereal life, spirit divine, thought 
lnysterious I Within the narro\v compass of his brain 
the universe lies visioned; memory holds the vast ex- 
perience of the past, and hope drealns bright.. 
It is natural for members of staid con1lnunities to 
vie,v ,vith suspicion the social outbursts of border 
settlements, and to condemn the profane handling of 
,vhat they have been taught to regard as sacred. But 
as is often the case in criticism, these censors of ours 
do not know 'v hat it is they conden1n. Because bor- 
der societies rise in self-protection against criIne ,vith 
,vhich the la\v cannot grapple, they are denounced as 
factious, turbulent, and blood-thirsty. They seem to 
Î1nagine that men who live in tents or huts have stone 
prisons in ,vhich to lodge their crin1inals; that prairic- 
ploughers, forest-clearers, trappers, gold-hunters, and 
the d"Tellers in to\vns of mushroom gro,vth, situated 
beyond the border-line of civilization, found sitting in 
the ,vilderness awaiting them sheriffs, judges, jails, 
penitentiaries, industrial schools, and all the parapher- 
nalia for catching, trying, and hanging criminals. 
They do not understand that the governnlcnt uDder 
\y hich these early societies hold their lands and nOl:l- 
inally live fails to thro,v its protection over theIn, fall::; 
to lnoet the necessities of government, and leaves thelli 
to protect themselves or to die. 
PùP. TRill.. VOL, II, 4.3 
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In n1any instances these settlements are obliged to 
a\vait their natural gro\vt.h like an evolution. The 
genesis of their government is like the genesis of gov- 
ernlllent from a state of savagism. First, ,vand.ering 
fall1Ïlies; then an aggregation of families; follo\vinO' 
,vhich conIes chieftainship, every man, l11.ean,vhil
 
looking out for himself, every family guarding its o\vn 
interests, every settlement, at all times, ready to de- 
fend itself against the encroachnlents of CriIl1e. And 
yet these ,vise commentators, ,vho, securely resting in 
their \vell guarded hOlnes, attempt to establish prin- 
ciples of governnlent by empirical surveys of society, 
ignoring the individual characters cOlnposing the body 
social, ,voulà have this plain, rough border-n1.an, \vith 
tho tiger at his throat, await due process of law be- 
fore crushing the beast. Thus, forsooth, they n1ay 
escape the nalne border-ruffian, banditti, lynchers, and 
the like. Let him \vho ,vould lay do\vn a lJriori pub- 
lic polities begin \vith man, honest man if he will, as 
the concrete principle of all governnlent; exan1.ine 
,veIl his condition, his necessities, then praise or blalne 
hiln as he fails to embrace opportunity and achieve 
happiness for hilllself and those around hin}. 

10st men are honest; the n}ajority of 111ankind are 
trust\yorthy; as society is constituted men are obliged 
to trust one another. They are comparatively fe\v 
for "7 honl this huge and cun1bersome machinery of 
government is kept in motion. Criule and injustice 
are the heaviest of all burdens, and in a ne\v C0111- 
lllunity their ,veight is often crushing. Before the 
criminal brings destruction upon himself every good 
Ulan is taxed for his support, taxed for sheriff and 
jailer, for judge and hangnlan, to catch, confine, try, 
and execute him. Because of the existence of those 
fe\v rogues, \ve must all live in fear of one another, 
support legislatures and courts of law, so as to prevent 
our stealing fronl and killing each other. 'V c \v ho 
have no desire to steal and Rill, as \vell as they \vho 
have, must be ,vatched, and by those \vhom \ve our- 
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selv
s employ; and so the \v hole world is kept in com- 
IllotIon, all on account of the sprinkle of villainy in it. 
The inability of civilized n1a11 to live \vithout govern- 
n1ent costs hinl dearly. Unlike the savage and \vild 
beast he may !lot .spend his \vhole t.iule in procuring 
food and baskIng In the sun, but a large nuulber of his 
days must be taken from his producing, lnanufactur- 
ing, and coulmercial interests, to be bestowed upon the 
regulating forces of society, until government attains 
a conspicuousness greater than that of all industries 
c0111bined. I t is by evil-doers that la\vyers live, that 
judges \vax fat, and that officials, politicians, and 
armies suck substance from the land. 
It is true that one wrong does not justify another 
\vrong. But suppose \ve say that vigilance in the 
abstract is an unrighteous and immoral principle, 
\v hich I by no means admit, was there not for our 
great popular tribunal some excuse, there being in 
reality no complete legal government1 It is true 
that some of the officials \vere properly elected; many 
of them were not. Take the San Francisco sheriff 
of 1856. Which \vas the more unla\yful act-for the 
Comlnittee, with the sanction of nine tenths of the 
citizens, to hang Casey unla\vfully; or for Scannell, 
\vho as \vas cha
ged obtained his office by fraud, and 
\vas therefore no legal officer at all, to hang Grahan1 
under color of la\v, \vhich he did a few days after- 
\vard ? Was not Graham murdered ? Were not the 
sheriff and his posse a lnob? 
Numerous other points might be brought up, show- 
ing ho\v exceedingly weak \vas the ]a\v and order 
Il1Ïnd, to \v hich the most silnple and palpable absurd- 
ities never appeared. . 
I fully adulit the risks attending a single act of dIs- 
obedience, and that through the gap n
ado by one 
breach of the law, many trespasses creep In. I freely 
ackno\vleJO'e the \vrong of doing evil that good lnay 
conle, but Ï deny that the exercise of sober yigilancc 
is disobedience, or broken la\v, or \vrong. '\VhOlll do 
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these la\v-Inakers disobey \vhen they outstrip lan1e 
la \v in their chase of offenders? 
Some act as though lnen's la\vs built cities and 
made the corn to gro\v. The \vise kno\v that they do 
not; they kno\v that of all stupidities stupid legislation 
is the stupidest, and that no hun1an concoction is so 
weak,inept,ancl \vateryas unwise or useless la\v-making. 
Nature is despotic. Exceedingly jealous is she of 
her authority. Man may have don1inion over certain 
of her minor products, but let hin1 once enact la\vs 
and set up the sho\v of sovereignty, and very quickly 
he is given a lesson in obedience. l\Ian is not master 
on this planet. No matter ho\v free he may think 
himself, nature has her clutch upon him. He nlay 
frame la\vs for his own guidance, but long before he 
could spell, nature had \vritten in her book all the la\ys 
for his conduct. These la \Vs are inexorable, change- 
less, eternal. If it please the people they may make 
memoranda for the regulation of to-day's affairs, and 
to-n10rro
v tear them up and rnake 1110re, but all such 
must be done in subordination to the higher and 
deeper and broader la\vs of nature. 
And as artificial laws are po,verless beside natural 
laws, so, as \ve have seen, are statutory laws inopera- 
tive when they conflict \vith fashion or social la\vs. 
Hence it is that the nearer our institutions conform to 
naturalla\v, the more practical and permanent they 
are. Enactments of legislatures for the restriction or 
protection of commerce, such as tariffs and usury la\vs, 
as \vell as enactments for the restriction of freedom of 
,viII and personal Ii berty, such as gambling la \VS, total 
abstinence la\vs, and la \VS for the extermination of 
il1exterminable appetites, ho\vever they may bridge an 
e111ergency, are al\vays in the end productive of evil. 
"La\v, la\v, law I" the people cry. One \vants a law to 
prevent illicit relations bet\veen the sexes; a ,veazeu- 
faced ,vater-drinker \val1ts a law prohibiting other 
people fron1 drinking anything but \vater, as though 
la\vs made by the people embodied SOUle subtile po\ver 
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other than that inherent in the people. The riO'hts of 
intellect, of individuality, of the llloral natur
- the 
!,ight of lnan to pursue the tenor of his o\vn ,yay, to 
llllprove or debase himself as he pleases, I hold to be 
the only true ground\vork of progress. This alone is 
liberty-freedom of thought, freedo111 of opinion, free- 
don1 of action; on such a basis alone can there be true 
conduct in life. It is the special province of la,v to 
regulate the acts of men, of morality to govern their 
thoughts and feelings. 


In a republican government la,vs are merely a com- 
pact entered into by a majority of the people for the 
governance of the whole. This agreement is to last 
until circumstances render it necessary for certain 
forms or parts of the syste111 to be changed. In order 
to avoid confusion in altering these prescribed regula- 
tions of society, the original compact or constitution 
should contain a provision designating the manner in 
,vhich changes should be made. Thus it is clearly 
evident that a republican government is nothing more 
than a copartnership which Inay be altered or annulled 
at any tinle by a majority of the respective parties to 
it. Although I am by no nleans a secessionist in the 
Alnericanized lneaning of the term, although heartily 
in favor of the abolition of slavery, and of sustaining 
the union of these United States by force of arms if 
necessary, on the ground that the federal alliance ,vas 
n1ade for life, and not subject to divorce, yet there 
are undoubtedly circulnstances in ,yhich a state 111ay Le 
placed ,vhere it ,viII have the right to secede, whe
o 
it will secede, ,yhether it has the right or not, if It 
can. 
Nations, like individuals, are born and die; have 
their staO'es of childhood, maturity, and old age; ha\
e 
their 111il
or disorders and chronic cOlnplaints incident 
to their gro,vth and decay. And thoug.h like. plant
 
and ever y thin 0' of earth throuO'hout all tIllS conlIng- and 
b ' b '-' 
going the race improve
; and though by the accunlU- 
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lation of experiences, the subordination of matter to 
n1ind is constantly increasing, yet \ve appear to be no 
further from death, nor are \ve able to exercise any 
n10re po\ver over ultimate decay no\vthan in the days 
of Adain. 
True, we think it ÏInpossible that our institutions 
should ever fail, that our country should ever fade, 
just as all men think aliinen lnortal but themselves. 
Yet the time will surely come \vhen old England shall 
be tucked away among the tonlbs, and young Amer- 
ica shall become first old England and then dead 
ROine. 
The lesson of self-help so early learned by the 
people of California fixed in their ll1inds the sentin1ent 
of suprelnacy. They \vere freemen in the broadest 
sense. Their rights they might delegate, but never 
barter; and if at any tilne the officer of the public 
should prove un\vorthy of his trust, they \vho had 
clothed him in po\ver n1Ïght strip hiul of it. The ser
 
vant of the people \v hose deeds reflect not the \vill 
of the people, is already void of po\ver, and officer 
only in name; a spring ballot-box and fraudulent re- 
turns may lift him to his seat, but they cannot lnake 
him ruler. There is no earthly or human source of 
po\ver other than that which emanates from the 
people; no other divine right to rule than the divine 
right of self-government properly delegated. All 
questions of legal or popular right are relative, and 
not absolute. Different conditions of hun1an society 
call for different institutions, and \vill and should have 
theine Like \vater seeking its level, government ever 
seeks to fall into the hands of the strongest po\ver. 
This po\ver is not made by the la\vs, but the la\vs are 
lnade by the po\ver. To do a\vay \vith change, and 
live forever under fixed conditions, you must first do 
a\vay \vith human progress, for progress is chan.ge, 
and \vithout the po\ver of change there can be no nll- 
provement. 
The object of every just goverlll11ent is to protect the 
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good, and to punish crime; if crin1inals fraudulently 
seize the reins of government, must good citizenB, out 
of respect to la, v, stand silently by and see themsclves 
disgraced and their country ruined 1 Thus ,vas the 
right to revolutionize early and thoroughly recognized. 
A n10ral revolution, telllpered ,vith strict justice to 
every individual, was preferable to civil ,val', but either 
,vas better than the enslavement of virtue to vice. 
The term la\v implies a line of action prescribed by 
S01l1e superior person or po,ver, and laid upon an in- 
ferior. No human power is superior to that of the 
free citizen of an independent state, except it be all 
the citizens of a free state acting together. La 'v s 
should be so made and enforced as not only to fulfil 
their purpose in the preservation of social order, but 
both their form and functions should be of such a 
nature as that the unit of the society should of his 
o,vn accord live up to their requirelnents. 
It is the duty of a governn1ent to enforce the right 
and restrain the ,vrong; and ,vhen the sovereign po\ver 
fails in this it is no sovereign po,ver, Lut is subordi- 
nate to the po,ver ,vhich overrides it; and conse- 
quently it is not the governlnent. The hand ,vhich 
guides the lllachinery is not the po\yer that nloves it. 
The strength of a government is not in proportion to 
the nUll1ber of its la,vs. The real po,vcr lies in the 
hidden forces behind la,v, and not in visible proxilnate 
forms. Political 111achinery ,vithout the vitalizing 
po,ver of an intelligent people is like a steanl-engine 
,vithout steam. La,vs and government are but the 
lllachinery of society for carrying out this contract, 
and judges and rulers are but the engineers to tcnd 
the Inachinery. 
Governlnent is but the representation of the united 
,vill and supreme po\ver of the people; individual ,vill 
and po\ver being merged into the combined ,y holc. 
\. 
la,v to be bindin o ' 1nust be self-imposed and autono- 
1110US. As one I
an is not responsible to another man 
for opinions and actions affecting only himself, so oue 
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government cannot be held responsible to another 
government for its internal regul
tions. I t is no less 
the duty of governlTIent to protect individual ,viII 
from the ,vrongful control of other \vills than it is to 
subserve all ,vills to its o\vn. As government claims 
the right of inquiry into the relations of citizens, so 
citizens Inay clailTI the right of changing, remodelling, 
overturning, and revolutionizing government. If they 
ha ve the po\ver, it is their prerogative and divine right 
to use it as they please. It is thus that God and 
nature display po\ver. Man has no political or in- 
dividual n1aster on earth. The primary functions of 
governlnent and la,v consist in expressing and exe- 
cuting the sovereign ,viII of the people. -La\vs are 
not self-creative nor self-acting; they are made by 
hUlnan agency, and by human agency nlay be con- 
trolled and changed. Are men lnade for la\vs, or are 
la\vs made for men, that they should not dare to rise 
above the ,york of their o\vn"' creation when it fails to 
fulfil its purpose 
 Here was a blo\v struck purely in 
self-defence. It ,vas a battle bet\veen the good and 
the ?ad, fought on a ne\v line, \vithout ring-rules or 
umpIre. 
I have said elsewhere that the 1norale of the matter 
turns on the right of revolution. Yet the question as 
to the right of a people to revolutionize, the right of 
British subjects to deinand the magna charta, the 
right of the Alnerican states to declare independence 
\vas scarcely ever brought for\vard in connection \vith 
popular tribunals on the Pacific coast. There \vas 
here no ,val' on existing laws or government. The 
la\v-lnakers, the guardians of public morals, that is to 
say the sovereign people, through their o\vn culpabl
 
neglect it nlay be, sa\v good la\vs put to bad purposes, 
sa\v vicious judges vvarp law in the construction, the 
ends of justice perverted, and criminals escape by hun- 
dreds. If a ll1ajority of citizens have tho right to 
rebel against unjust la,vs, to rise up and overthro,v 
an unjust government-and this right ,viII hardly be 
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denied by any progressive people of to-day-surely 
they have the right to den1and that their o\vn la\vs 
shall be faithfully executed by thcir chosen instru- 
ll1ents. The men in office, however, ,vere not the 
chosen servants of the people; they ,vere, for the 
Inost part, scoundrels 'v ho had fraudulently stuffed 
then1selves into office through spring ballot-boxes; and 
there was virtually no such thing as justice in the 
courts. The men of the time ,vere not of the temper 
to rest quietly ,vrapped in a fold of red tape, and see 
their fellow-workers shot do,vn in the streets and 
robbed of \vhat they had come so far and toiled so 
hard to obtain; they were not of the stuff that haggles 
over en1pty traditions. They cared little for nan1CS. 
"The people of San Francisco have been called a mob," 
said General Wilson, while presiding over a InaSS-lneet- 
ing asselnbled in Portsmouth square the 5th of June 
1850, for the purpose of calling to a sense of duty the 
COlnmon council ,vho had just voted themselves each 
a salary of five hundred dollars a Inonth. "If they 
do call us a lllOb, what do we care 1 As for myself I 
shall be happy to preside over such mobs at any ti111e." 
They cared little for so-called right ,vays or things 
saered. Right ways were to them straight and simple 
\",ç.ays that led to no ,vrong ends, and sacred things 
,vere thinD's worthy of adoration, and not filthy politi- 
cal puddl
 or other,vise legalized pollutions. 
Constituted authority is deposed by an unconsti- 
tuted authority, "\\rhich takes cognizance of offenccs 
,vhich the law fails properly to punish, in a manner 
not laid down in the criminal code. "\Vhat then 1 At 
best or at ,yorst it is but a fresh demonstration of 
,vill, called forth by strange emergencies, by that 
po,ver 'v hich created la\v and constitution, and set its 
servants on judicial benches to do its bidJing----::1c- 
cording to law if it so ,vilIs, or according to expedIcn- 
cy if it so dictates. . 
The London TÍ1nes thought that "an organIzed 
associat
0111 po\verful enough to supersede the ht\v of 
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the land in open day, could have no possible difficulty 
in amending the administration of this la,v, had they 
directed their efforts to such purpose instead of dis- 
pensing \vith la,v altogether." But this "Triter, like 
1110st of those "\vho have condemned the action of the 
people in organizing committees of vigilance, either 
,vas not in possession of the facts, or had given the 
subject no thought. To overturn and reconstruct the 
111achinery of la,v ,voulù have been to carry the evil, 
if evil it ,vas, llluch further than the people ,vishecl to 
do or did. Was it better to hang the judges and 
ballot-box stuffers and elect new officers, or to hang 
the rogues the law ,vould not punish, help the author- 
ities, intimidate ,vicked office-holders, and teach then1 
their duty1 The circulnstances ,vere most peculiar. 
There ,vas no time for speculation. This society ,vas 
the product of no sailor clilTIate; it had not had the 
benefit of centuries in ,vhich to gro,v and ripen its 
fruit; it sprang up in a day, and ,vas likely to be 
s\vept away in a day. The N e,v York Tribune, C0111- 
Inenting on the affairs of 1851, remarks: "San Fran- 
cisco, therefore, presents the singular spectacle of a 
cOlllmunity governed by t,vo po,vers, each of ,vhich is 
distinct and separate from the other. They cannot 
come in conflict, since there is no aggressive move- 
lllent against the la,v on the part of the COlllmittee, 
and no attempt on the part of the regular authorities 
to interfere ,vith the action of the latter. Public 
opinion universally upholds the course pursued by the 
Comlnittee. This course, under the circumstances, can- 
not be called mob-law, or lynch-Ia,v, in the common ac- 
ceptation of the term. It more nearly resembles the 
1l1artialla,v ,yhich prevails durin
 a state of siege. It 
has been suggested by the presen
e of a danger ,vhich 
the ordinary course of la,v seemed inadequate to Ineet. 
Life and property lTIUst be protected at all hazards; and 
nothing but the Inost pron1pt and relentless justice \vill 
give us security. These are probably the sentin1ents 
of nine tenths of the people of California." 
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"vVe condemn as sternly as any," 'v rites the editor 
of a Richn10nd, Virginia, paper, "evorythinO' in the 
sl
ape of. disre
pect for la,v, þut i
 the In,; utterly 
falls of Its object of protectIon; If lllurder, arson, 
burglary, theft, and every other crilne are conlnlitted 
in any society with illlpunity, ,ve consider it a llla,vk- 
ish and criminal sensibility ,vhich objects to the bet- 
ter part of the community resorting to the hio-her 
la,v of force." b 
"Truly this is a terrible state of things, and O'reatly 
to be deplored," comments the N ew York Herahl, 
"but the people of California, it appears, not only 
have reasonable excuses for these summary and in- 
discriminate executions, but their situation is such as 
imperatively to denland them." 
Nothing could have more plainly evidenced the 
moral feeling that anilllated the better class of citi- 
zens than the Vigilance COlllmittee Inoven1ent. It 
spoke in the loudest tones their abhorrence of the past 
and their determination for the future. It afforded 
the best guaranty that thenceforth California should 
ri val the oldest and most upright states of the ,vorld 
in social order and good government; and that prom- 
ise has been faithfully carried out. The forms of a 
society derive their character froill the factors of the 
society: governmental organjzations are determined 
by individual attributes. Lo\v organisms mark lo,v 
development; high social devolopillent can only conle 
fron1 high social structure. California's age of gold, 
like the early age of every nation, was eminently a 
ficrhting aO'e. Nevertheless one good result arose 
f
m it. 
1any bad men ,yere killed by other Lad 
men, and these ,vere hanged by good men. So, 
Inany a little society ,vas physicked of its pain. The 
Circean slulllber into ,vhich the venOln of selfishness 
had cast the cOlllnlunity ,,"'as broken, and neyer again 
should ultra-nloralists ha vo the opportunity to pro- 
clailll the reio-nillP' evils in such hideous light. 
As a matter 
f course all criminals ,yere strong 
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la,v and order lnen. "Only give us a trial," said 
they, "it is all we ask," nleaning thereby a trial in the 
courts, ,vith one of their colleagues as judge, another as 
sheriff, and the jury-box ,veIl filled \vith sympathizinO' 
friends. It \vas by SUCll as these at home, and by 
111any abroad ,vho kne\v little of the necessity for or 
the character of the revolution, that the doings of the 
San Franciscans \vere denounced as disgraceful, and 
in the eyes of some a stigma attaches to the state to 
this day in consequence. 
I claim for this uprising a phase of social phenom- 
ena in its magnitude and purity not visible else,vhere 
in the highways of history. Mobs there have been 
nlany, and insurrections, revolutions, and civil \yars. 
But \vhere shall \ve find a people, satisfied \vith the 
Ia\v, loyal to their governnlent, proud of their politi- 
cal principles and institutions, la\vIessly rallying to the 
assistance of law1 Every progressive country has its 
bursts of la,vIessness, tending to greater liberty. But 
here \ve had liberty enough; indeed, too much, for it 
\vas fast degenerating into licentiousness. Had we 
been dissatisfied with our law, there \vas an easy reln- 
edy in the regular course of legislation. Insurrection 
,vouid have been the last method thought of. The 
more free the people, often the more patient they are 
under grievances; bind them and they \vill burst their 
cords at any cost. · 
" Insurrections are generally wrong," says Buckle, 
"revolutions are always right. An insurrection is too 
often the mad and passionate effort of ignorant per- 
sons, \vho are impatient under some ilnmediate injury, 
and never stop to investigate its remote and general 
causes. But a revolution, when it is the ,york of the 
nation itself, is a splendid and imposing spectacle, be- 
cause to the moral quality of indignation, produced by 
the presence of evil, it adds the intellectual qualities 
of foresight and combination; and uniting in the saIne 
act some of the highest properties of our nature, it 
achieves a double purpose, not only punishing the op- 
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pressor but also relieving the oppressed." But the 
yigilance organization ,vas as far froln insurrection as 
from revolution, and further fronl mobocracy than fro1l1 
either. It elnbodied all the high moral purposes of 
revolution ,vith none of the evils attendinO' insurrec- 
tion. It ,vas based upon the highest and h
liest prin- 
ciples incident to associated hUlnanity-the sacrifice 
of self for public good; the sinking of self in a riO'ht- 
eous cause; the lifting up of right and virtue, andOthe 
casting down of ,vrong and vice. In nothing did the 
spirit of self-management display itself in a ll10re 
Jnarked degree than in the organization of citizens' 
conclaves for the prevention of crime. Out of the 
necessities of society sprang a systeln sui generis, and 
developed into an institution.which, however regarded 
in principle by conservative form-,vorshippers, ,vas the 
savior of the common,vealth. In theory it ,vas 
unique; in principle it ,vas the essence of good gov- 
ernrnent, the springing into action of the sovereign ,yill 
of the people; in practice it ,vas pointed, s\vift, and 
successful. With magnificent audacity a handful of 
11len, in close assembly, backed by the better part 
of the cornmunity, in the name of la\v rise superior to 
la\v, overturn it, place it beneath their feet, and assume 
authority absolute, temporarily, for the purpose of 
vindicating the majesty of la\v outraged. .1\..nd their 
end achieved they voluntarily lay do\vn their po\ver 
'v hich offers no recoil, and return in peace to their 
private station, carrying ,vith them the gratitude of 
every good citizen. The Draconian code ,vas scarcely 
more severe, but the San Franciscans ,vere far more 
prompt in the execution of their sentences than ,vore 
the Athenians. 
As I have said, the aim and spirit of the higher 
popular tribunal is to execute the law rather th[tJl to 
overthro,v it. Where la,v ,vas properly administered 
there never yet has been a popular trial or execu- 
tion in California. Rarely in their inlprovisod tribu- 
nals ,vas a criminal punished until after a fair trial, 
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conducted as nearly as possible according to court 
forn1s, although the deed l11ay have been cOInnlitted 
under the eyes of the ,vhole to,vn. Usually there 
,vere t,velve jurors, ,vho Inust bring in an unani- 
nlOUS verdict; the prisoner might select his counsel 
and SUIun10n his \vitnesses. He ,vas al\vays hu- 
111anely treated; I never heard of an instance ,vhere 
a prisoner ,vas struck, or aIlo\ved to be insulted, and 
every reasonable request ,vas granted. Not unfre- 
quently, after the 'v hipping of SOlne petty thief, the 
sYlllpathies of the large-hearted 111iners \vould be so 
excited for the misorable ,vretch, that they ,vould 
nlake up for him a purse on . the spot to help 
hiln avvay. The vigilance cOInmittees frequently 
paid the fares of their expatriated by steamers and 
sailing- vessels. There ,vas none of the appearance of 
revenge about it, but if the deed ,vas done, and men 
sa,v it, the doer might rest assured of such s,vift and 
severe pUllishlTIent as it justly deserved. This is all 
the people of California aimed at ,vhen they took the 
s'.;ales of justice from the hands of bungling and 
atrocious judges, and assumed the administration of 
la\v \vhere there ,vas none; furthermore, this is all 
they ever did, and for this \vho shall blan1e them 
 


Therefore, after an earnest and, I believe, an Ul1- 
biassed study of the subject, \vith as much \villingness 
at the outset to condemn as to praise, \vith the secret 
,vorkings of the institution, the motives \vhich actu- 
ated the leading spirits of the San Francisco 'Tigil- 
ance Con1mittee as communicated to lTIe in person, 
their purity of intent and action, the high moral re- 
sponsibility \vhich they felt resting upon theIn, and 
the conscientious care taken that impartial and pas- 
sionless judgment should crown all their acts-,vith 
these, as \vell as the existing necessities, the outer 
\vorkings of the system, and its successful results, all 
before Ine, it is clear to my mind that not only \vas 
the movement justifiable, the principle a \vise and 
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r
ghteous one, but that it ,vas the only thing under the 
CIrcumstances that could have saved societv. anù that 
oj , 
the noble n1en ,vho staked their honor, their lives, and 
their property on the honest earnestness of their en- 
deavor for the ,velfare of the C01l1111Unitv, are descrvinO' 
the Ì111mortal gratitude of posterity. "-'Like the sena
 
tors Cineas found at Ronle, they ,vere an assenlLlv 
of kings, above la,v, ,vho dealt out justice fresh an
l 
evenly balanced as from the hand of the eternal. 
These are the lessons; and further, free enlightened 
and progressive peoples will not ahvays sublnit to 
ancient superstitions, ho\vsoever inlposing the idea, or 
ho\vsoever dear the nalnes by which they have been 
accustomed to hear thenl called. 
They ,vill have justice done. Coleman said it ,vhen 
he told the governor, "We are tired of having our 
citizens shot down in the streets." 'Vhen ,vill blind, 
bigoted la\v learn the lesson, and instead of crying so 
loudly ,vith hands uplifted in holy horror go to ,york 
and do its duty? Cannot lawyers and judges see 
that the people do not want to meddle in these lIlat- 
ters, as they call it 
 But through the laxity of our 
judicial and jury systelns, and the laziness and indif- 
ference of hired public servants, the people are obliged, 
every no,v and then, to leave their business and do 
,vhat sheriffs and judges are employed by then1 to do, 
and fåil in accomplishing. Where justice is strictly 
achninistered the legal fraternity need have no fear 
of interference on the part of the people. In all the 
uprisings in California there has novel' been n1ani- 
fested any particular penchant on tho part of tho peo- 
ple for catching and hanging cri]ninals. They do not 
like it. Naturally the la \v detests vigilance, because 
vigilance is a standing reproach to la,v. Let tho la\v 
look to it and do its duty. 
The melnbers of the legal profession should seck by 
every means in their po,ver to refornl ,vhatsoover thero 
is of evil in their practice, and to renova to courts of 
la"\v, and Inake theln indeed tClnples of justice. 
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l\10st profitably lllight law step from its high ped- 
estal and learn these lessons from vigilance. As has 
often and truly been saiù, in proportion as punish- 
lllent is sure crime is l11ade afraid. With the intrica- 
cies of la\v to aid hin1 the ignorant crilninal fears la\v 
less than the l11ob. Uncertainty takes fron1 the pen- 
alty its horror; like,vise delay, solen1n deliberations, 
and court parade rob punishn1ent of its ,vholeso111e 
vividness. All this, even \vhere la\v is justly adu1in- 
istered, leads the crin1inal to overestin1a te the chances 
of escape afforded by la\v; \vhereas the hard common- 
sense of arbitrary measures only executes the verdict 
of conscience. 
Short and s\vift is the honest road to simple jus- 
tice, but few there be in the legal fraternity \v ho find 
it. The law nlaxims of the miner were brief, and easily 
understood. Equity and execution. The thief and 
murderer should die. There is no question that in 
many cases court organizations and statutory codes 
retard rather than accelerate the administration of 
justice. California never required an extraordinarily 
strong governl11ent. A firm, steady rule, such as ob- 
tained in other \vell regulated states, ,vas all that ,vas 
necessary. Gladly did the people everywhere \vel- 
come the magistrate \vith all his legal appointl11ents; 
but when they sa\v that conviction under legislative 
enactnlents \vas next to impossible, they felt obliged 
to fall back upon their own more caustic code, \vhich 
they rightly regarded as the os sacrum of their civil 
polity. 
The study and observance of the law should ever 
command our highest attention; for it is la\v, as Cicero 
says, which regulates the interests of the hun1an race. 
Therefore love, honor, and respect the la,vs, if so be 
they are \vorthy; but do not tremble or bo\v do\vn 
before thenl. Yet centuries of sophistry to the con- 
trary not\vithstanding, I can but regard the ht\vyer 
who endeavors to clear his client, knc)\ving him to be 
crirninal, as an accessary after the fact. 
rhe ancient 
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arguments on this subject have no \vciO'ht \vith me and 
only sho\v the ilnperfections of our judicial Sy;tClll. 
The court is thc place to try causes, ,ve are toiù. It 
is not the duty of the defendant's attorney to usurp 
the place o
 judge. . The accused being incolllpctcnt 
to act for hI 111S elf, hIs attorney 11lay rightfully do fur 
him ,vhatsoever he can do if he has the kno,vledgc. 
If a.ttorneys were at liberty to undertake no case
 
except those kno\vn to be just, 111 any just cases \vould 
lack counsel, and so on. After all this, and llluch 
more, there still remains the bald ungainly fact that 
an officer of the court, a la\vyer, in the nanle of jus- 
tice, in a court of justice, nlay righteously elnploy 
every art and subterfuge to unchain upon society a 
murderer, kno\ving him to be such, ,vhen for anothcr, 
not a professed justice-nlonger, to assist the crÏlninal's 
escape brings upon himself the charge of felony. Of 
just or doubtful cases I have nothing to say; it i
 only 
'17hen guilt is certain. But ho\v are ,ve to kno\v if 
the accused be certainly guilty until he is tried? 
S0111etimes ,ve ll1ay kno\v it; generally ,ve Inay kno\v 
it before the case has proceeded far; and it speaks 
poorly for the legal fraternity that after these scveral 
thousand years of litigation no better SystClll of at- 
taining justice has becn devised. La\V-ll1akcrs, gO\.- 
ernors, and all holders of office by sufferance of the 
people should be lllade to take heed ho\v thoy tanlpcr 
,vith their trust. Dereliction of duty in an office- 
holder should be constituted the highest crillle in the 
commonwealth. 


These are truths our legislators should hy thi
 timo 
kno\v, if teaching \vere of any avail. They Bhould 
kno,v that fe,v la,vs are better than many. "Cor
 
ruptissima republica plurimæ leges," Tac1tus said; 
,vhen the state is most corrupt thc la,vs arc lllost 
nunlerous. They 
hould kno\v that 111iJd but c
r
aill 
punishnlent is more effectual to rcstralll the YICIOUS 
than severe la\17s ilnperfectly executed. Therefore 
:Pop, TRIB., VOL, II. 4! 
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judges \vho fail to punish should themselves be pun- 
ished. The annual executions in England have been 
reduced since the reign of Henry VIII. from t,vo 
thousand to one hundred and t\venty. The character 
of the citizen is \veakened by too stringent la\vs; 
like\vise among independent and intelligent people 
severe and unjust la,vs are certain to be disregarded. 
They should kno,v that this universe, from the great 
creator, or primary force, to the least and \veakest of 
created things, is set up on the basis that might is 
right; that this order of injustice does not satisfy 
fair-minded and progressive men, ,vho \vould ilnprove 
upon nature and brute force, and not hold to ancient 
iniquitous lnaxims. 


I have said before, and I repeat it, that for such a 
state of things as renders necessary popular tribunals 
the people have only themselves to thank. This, in 
the present instanc2, all good citizens \vho gave the 
subject candid thought ,vera ever ready to admit. 
Abstaining frOnl the privileges and duties of freen1en, 
keeping aloof from politics and the polls, permitting 
the adlninistrators of the governnlent to fall a prey 
to the arts of base and designing men, \vere the chief 
causes that led to political corruption and social 
disease. 
In California Inore than else,v here in our confedera- 
tion ,vere these evils engendered. T\vo causes, each 
abetting the other, intensified the mischief. Society 
for several years follo\ving the gold discovery ,vas in 
an abnormal state. A double attraction brought to 
our shores t,vo elements, each of 'v hich for a time 
contended for the mastery. The gold-fields offered 
allurements alike to honest industry and to ruffianly 
rule. Hither came the virtuous \vith good intentions, 
bent on securing a competency, and then returning to 
their hOlnes to enjoy it. Hither came like,visc the 
vicious, \vith \vicked intent, to prey upon society, and 
,,"allo,v in their rank corruption. Although the good 
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elenlent preponderated, it lay dorlnant, \vhile iniquity 
festered and gre\v virulent. \Vhile the ,yorkers \yere 
Lusy reaping their harvest, knavish Jrones usurped 
the government and sucked the s,veets of office. 
Gro,ving bolder they Inarshalled in1IDorality in puLlic 
places, and added to their obduracy brutal crinles. 
Then it ,vas, ,vhen profligacy and crinlinality becalne 
unendurable, the people, that is to say the purer 
element of society, a,voke to a realization of their 
dangerous position, and rising in their sovereio'n 
Inajesty, they put in ex
rcise their inherent right, a
cl 
crushed the monster crIme. 
I t is easy to see, ho,vever, that all this evil originated 
in a neglect of duty. He ,vho ,vill not beRtiI' hinlsclf 
to plant and reap deserves to starve. He ,vho neglects 
to cultivate the mind, after the body is fed and clothed, 
deserves to be scourged with ignorance and all it
 con- 
comitant credulities and bigotries. He ,vho ,yill not 
guard his inherited liberties deserves to die a slaye. 
Now ,vhat is to be done 1 First esche,v I1loney-getting 
as the great and ultilnate good. Let us have a nobler 
aristocracy than that of \vealth. Let us learn to di
- 
tinguish bet\veen liberty and libertinisnl, bet\veen dc- 
nlocracy and demagogy. Let us cleanse our republican 
institutions of their rottenness, or else set up an oli- 
garchy that shall govern us. \Vithout paradox, an< l 
not\vithstanding all I haye said in defence of the atti- 
tude-assullled Ly the noble 111en \vho conlposed the San 
Francisco executive cOlnnlittee of vigilance, I can say 
sincerely, giye IDe despotisln, the despotisIll of Rus"ia 
even, before Illobocracy, and overy member of tho ex- 
ecutive conlnlittoe \voldd say to that, amen. Becall
o 
\ve are faithless to our privileges and our trusts, as 
rapi(lly as IDay be this 111atchless governnlent of our:--., 
Inatchless for the reO'ulat.ion of the affairs of intel1i- 
b 
gent freeinen, is tending to\yard mobocracy, to\yartl 
demagogy; not 
 yig
lance cOllln
ittee speci
s. of rll(!b- 
ocracy, \v hereby IntellIgent, .Aulerican-Lorn cItIzens 1'l:--:e 
in their sovereignty and organize for the purpose uf 
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cleansing then1selves of their moral pollution. By no 
111eans. I t is a den1agogy composed of low, illiterate, 
and unprincipled foreigners, the scum of aristocratic 
gOyernU1ents, in the 111anagelnent of ,vhich they had no 
1110re voice than the fly in the turning of the ,vagon- 
,y heel, and deserved no l11ore. Our free and easy 
institutions admit this element unliu1ited entrance, 
adlnit it in a fe,v short years to all or nearly all the 
privileges and dignities of the descendants of native 
citizens. On the one side ,ve legislate against ad- 
111itting the 11eathen Asiatic to do our scrubbing; on 
the other we open our doors for the refuse of Europe 
to come in and govern us. 
Therefore it behooves the people, if they ,vould serve 
God, their country, and then1selves, if they ,vould 
elevate the standard of personal and political 1110rality 
and save their children Hluch trouble, to be instant in 
their duty as citizens of the cOlllnlon,vealth. No gov- 
ernlnent can long be respectable ,vhile its lnost re- 
Fpectable luenlbers do little else than denounce poli- 
tics as everything that is vile. If indeed the public 
service is so filthy that clean hands cannot handle it, 
good men should set then1selves at once about cleans- 
ing it, else they are not good n1en. 
Obviously it ,vas necessary that 11luch of the ,york 
of the Vigilance C01l1lnittee should be done in secret, 
yet it ,vas not a secret organization, in the ordinary 
acceptation of the terln. Associations in ,vhie!l 
del1lagogisnl panders to brutal instincts, and passion 
usurps the place of reason, are oppugnant to our in- 
stitutions and to tho age in ,vhich ,ve live. Labor 
leagues, anti-Chinese associations, orders of Cauca- 
sians, and the like, having their origin in 10,v ambition 
and their action in class oppression, cannot be too 
greatly reprehended; and none but the ,yilfully blind 
or peryerse ,viII see in such cOlnbinations of evil influ- 
ences principles like those entertained by the best 
citizens, ,y ho, ,vithout personal ambition or priyate ad- 
vantage, associate for the purpose of stifling a social 
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1110nster threatening social destruction. The evils in- 
separable froln secret associations ll1USt not therefore 
be laid at the door of comn1Ïttees of viITiiance ,,?hich 
. b , 
are neyer Intended as a pernlanent po\Yer, Lut a
 a 
desperate remedy for other\vise insurmountaLIe \yrollg. 
Nor are they necessarily secret; the only sccrcc\" 
elnployed is that of ordinary discretion in their JeliL- 
erations upon the accon1plishn1ent of difficult and 
dangerous necessity. Aside from this their act
 are 
open as the day. 
The general \velfare of society can never he properly 
directed by secret associations. Fron1 the very natul:(:\ 
of the case a reforn1atory Ineasure to be effectual 
nlust carry \vith it the sanction of the Inajoritr, to 
obtain \vhich its discussions and actions ll1USt be open 
and public. I aln not speaking of beneficiary societie:-\ 
finding pleasure or profit in signs, pass\yords, and de- 
grees, nor of econolnic associations, but of secret, 
revolutionary, and political cOlnbinations for the aC'- 
complishn1ent of purposes in \vhich all have an inter- 
est, in \vhich all should have a voice. Such is not the 
principle of vigilance, \vhich though babbling little ()f 
its intentions, in the end thro\ys open all the secret 
,,"orkings of its beneficent reforln. 
Cicero afnrIns that one of the chief causes of the 
fall of the Ron1an republic was that their voting \yas 
secret. \T otes should aI\vays be given openly a11(l 
fairly, not\vithstanding \vhat l\Iontesquieu says of it, 
that "Iorsque dans une aristocratie Ie corps des 1l0Llc
 
donne les suffrages, ou dans uue déu10cratie Ie sénat, 
con1n1C il n' est la question que de prével1ir les Lrigue:-;, 
les suffrages ne sauraient être trop secrets." 


In the grand tribunal of 185G the chiyalry p2rty 
,vas a compact force \yielded Ly le?,ders ?apal?lc, Lold, 
and unscrupulous. These Inen belIeved III arl?tocra(:y 
\yith thenlselves upon the surface. They Lehcycd III 
labor, \vhen others perforn1ecl it; in freedolll, ,,-ltL'n 
they enjoyed it; in republican govern1l1cnt, \yhcn they 
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held the reins. Though the follo"\vers of this party 
"
ere not con1paratively Inany, they ,ycre earncst and 
obedient. Its Inanagcrs had control of the principal 
official positions of the state, and they sa,y at once 
that their po,ver ,vas in peril. Their rule had been 
attended by disorder, corruption, and fraud; tho tri- 
ulnph of vigilance \voulcl give its leaders an influence 
()\:'"er public opinion, and this they took for b
....1nted 
,yould be en1ployed to their overthro,v. 
'\Ve have seen ho,v they enùeavored by skilfully 
prepared ne"\vspaper articles to con1111it the vigilance 
1110Vement, for ,yhich these \vriters professed ardent 
ndn1iration, to a secession policy, a policy ,yhich should 
divide not only the north and south but the east and 
,yest of the An1erican union. Failing in this they 
attelnpted to so,v dissension ,vithin the ranks of vig- 
ilance, and finally to crush the institution by lllain 
force. 
r t ,vas ,vonderful to see n1en ,vho, during the long 
fruitless struggle by patriotic citizens to en1ancipate the 
cOlnnlunity froll1 the tyranny of those influences ,yl1Ïch 
evadeù or defied allla,v, had continued iEdiilcrent or 
luke,yarrn to its violation, ski]fully gathering and 
banding all \v ho fron1 any 1110tive, fron1 any principle 
or prejudice opposed the Vigilance Connnittee, officials 
fearful of loss of present opportunities uniting ,vith 
old corl:'llptionists dreading inycstigation-it ,vas ,von- 
derfu!.. I say, to see those so lately indifferent sud- 
<lenly 8agcr to ally thelllselves ,vith the ,vorst cla::;scs 
Ül deadly hatred of the body ,vhich ,vas then alone 
f)ust.aining the spirit of the 1a \vs. 
There is one 1110St sic:rnificant fact before Inentioned, 
o 
an(l \\yhich should never be lost sight of, the anxious 
desire of the COlnn1ittec to surrender their po,ver and 
disband their forces. The records sho,v that as early 
as June 185G, after it had been only about one nlonth 
in existence, a special sub-connnitte
 \\Tas charged \\yith 
the duty of n1akillg preparations for a final parade, 
and disbanding on the cOllling 4th of July. Cùn- 
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trary to the predictions of their enemies and the expe- 
rience of other cOlnlllunities, these 111el1 did not fall 
in love ,vith and cling tenaciously to the po,ver they 
,yielded. Neither did they extend their control, as 
they ,vere urged to do, to other parts of the state, 
although such a course ,vould have gratified per
unal 
alllbition and have secured greater personal and 
pecuniary safety. But for J ohnsoll, Terry, and thcil. 
chivalric and pro-slavery associates the history of thi
 
Con1mittee could have all been contained ,vithin the 
compass of a half-dozen chapters. 
The student of politics ,vould do ,veIl to c0111pare 
the excesse
 committed by so many con1munities sud- 
denly liberated frolll the control of personal govern- 
lnent, ,vith the prudent course pursued Ly the eight 
thousand citizens of San Francisco, ,vho, seeing the 
comnlon,vealth rushing headlong over the precipice 
of political iniquity, seized the reins of po,ver on the 
instant, held then1 ,vith a firIll conservative hand for 
several months, controlling a city of nlagnitude and 
,vealth, controlling, above all, thenlselves, autl re- 
stricting their acts to the silnple purposes ,vhich had 
banded then). 
Finally, in the varied experience attending hunlan 
developI
ent, should this or other cOHllllunities find it 
necessary ,vith their o,vn hand to hehn the ship of 
state throuO'h an emerO'ene y , such ,vould do ,ycll to 
b 0 . 
study the ,visdom, the p.urity, an<l 
he deYotI
ll. exer- 
cised by the San FrancIsco COlll11uttee of VIgIlance 
as presented in these pages. 
"What has becolne of your Vigilance COlllIllittee?" 
asked a stranO'er of a citizen of San Franci::;co a
 late 
b 
as 1859. 
"Toll the bell, sir, and you ,viII see," ,vas the reply- 
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But when to mischief mortals bend their will, 
How soon, they find fit instruments of ill. 


Pope. 


ONCE more the spirit of vigilance was aroused by 
the labor agitation of 1877-8. Then for the first tiule 
in California arose a conflict between capital and labor. 

rhe contraction of values throughout the United 
States, which "\vere greatly inflated during the war 
for the union, continuing through a series of years 
caused corresponding contraction in expenditures. En- 
terprise languished. Manufactories were closed, and 
thousands of operatives thrown out of en1ploynlent. 
Reductions of ,vages on rail \vays and elsewhere ,vere 
follo,ved by strikes and riots. As there \vere com- 
paratively few rail,vays and manufactorieß on the 
Pacific coast, there ,vas in reality no great hardship 
experienced here, no real cause for cOlnplaint. "\V ork 
was not as abundant or as profitable as forlner]y, but 
there ,vas little suffering in consequence. But there 
,vas here, as elsewhere, a had eleulent, roady to break 
out on the slightest pretext, and the pretext in this 
instance ,vas the presence of the Chinese, \vithout 
,vhich excuse the agitators \,,"ould indeed have been 
hard pinched for an excuse. 
The cry ,vas rai
ed that the rich were beconling 
richer and the poor poorer. Not that there is actual 
antagonism between capital and lal>or, while the dis- 
tance bet,veen them is natural and equitable. Capital 
is as nece.ssary to labor a
 labor is to capital; and so 
( 696 ) 
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long as the rich are content to be richer and the poor 
to be poorer, there is no conflict until \va<.fcs are insuffi- 
cient to pro.vide food, and then an upri
ing i
 sure to 
follo\v, provIded the poor have strength to rise. And 
so \vas heard on the historic sand-lot of San :Frau- 
cisco the old cry, raised in the tilne of J oh, and echo- 
ing do\vn the centuries, \Vhat profit hath a 111an of all 
his labor under the sun? 
This gradual widening of distance bet\veen rich and 
poor is fraught \vith no little danger to the comnlon- 
\vealth. Yet upon neither of these extrelnes can the 
country depend in tÎIne of <langer. Bet\veen plutoc- 
racy and 1110bocracy is a strong conservatiye elelncnt, 
consisting of the 111ercantile and industrial ('las
es, 
l11en of n10derate n1eans, slow of \vrath, but terrible 
\vhen aroused, of \vhich are made vigilance COlll- 
nlÎttees and associations for the preservation of life, 
property, and country. It is \yell for both capital and 
labor to have a care of the AUleriéan people, for thi
 
country is neither ::\ lexica, Ireland, nor Russia. On 
the other band, it is \vell for the Aluerican people 
clearly to distinguish het\vE'en unj ust and iniquitous 
n1onopoly and capital fairly and legitiinatclyelllploycd. 
To attelnpt by law to regulate the price of labor or 
of food is injudicious in the extrelne; but it is still 
,vorse for tbe people in their sovereign capacity to 
resort to irrco'ular Ineans for the acco1l1 p lislllnent of 

 
their \vishes in this direction. Such cfforts al,vays 
operate against the poor, and bring upon thelH in an 
intensified degree the very evils \vhich they seek to 
escape. Cheap food and \vell-rc\varded labor are 
grand thing's for a cOl1uHunity, provided prices are 
Datural he
lth y and rcnnlnerative to all concerned. 
, , 
But if food is forced by any 1ncans Lelo\v the cost. of 
production, then planting Ïs dinlÍnished and scar
lty 
follo\vs; and the nloillent the force is rCIllovcd, prIces 
ad vance hiO'hcr than ever. So it is ,vith labor. 
b 
StrikinO' for hiO'her \V(lO'cs or a less nUJl1bcr of hOUf:-;- 
o ð ,=,' 
\vhich is the sallle thing -atteu1pts to force the Inanu- 
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factureI' to pay higher wages than he finds profitable, 
closes his works, and leaves the artisan in idleness. 
This is the history of a thousand atteJupts already 
111ade, aud thousands yet to be Inade-for strikes and 
blind stupidity are not to be eradicated at a stroke. 
And \ve lnay rest assured that for sonle tin1e yet, and 
until hun1an nature is some\vhat changed, capital wiU 
continue to take advantage of the necessities of labor, 
and labor of the necessities of capital, each as it has 
the opportunity and the po\ver. 
N O\v as regards labor and wages. The argument 
of 1I1any is based upon the doctrine that labor is a 
curse, cheap labor degrading. Unquestionably, high 
\vages are Letter for the laboring Ulan than low'. 
\vages; just a::5 high interest on lnoney is better for 
the capitalist than low interest. High wages and 
high interest are significant of the Inaterial prosperity 
of a cOlnLllunity; and material prosperity, especially in 
l1e\V countries, \vhère society is forllling and the founda- 
tions of prosperity are being laid, is desirable. Where 
food is cheap, \vith high \vages the laboring man can 
better provide for hilllself and farilily, \yith sOlnething 
to spare for recreation and culture. I t is better for 
aU concerned that labor should be well paid; the well- 
being of society is enhanced thereby. But we Inust 
not forget that high and lo\v \vages are relative ternlS. 
The price of labor cannot al\vays be Ineasured arbitra- 
rily l)y rlloney; labor is high or lo\v according 3S it 
stands \vith regard to the price of food and rents. 
Ten dollars a day for carpenters in California in 1850, 
considering the CO::5t of living, was not higher \vages 
than five dollars a day in 1860. 
Further than this, \ve 
should not forget that the price of labor can no nlore 
be regulated by legislation or leagues than the rain 
supply. What would we think of a body of lnen 
asseIllLled as la\\y-nlakers, or as reforn1ers, arbitrarily 
declaring in 1850 that carpenters shoulJ \vork for five 
dollars a day, and in 18GO that they should receive 
ten dollars 1 'V ages cannot be regulated by rule, any 
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Inore than can the tides; they are governed by the 
inexorable law of supply and delnand. 
A ,veIl-organized society denlands a subdivision of 
labor and a subdivision of power. l\Ioney, n1Ïnd, and 
III uscle are all po\ver. In return for his labor the 
,vorknlan receives a secured share of the gain
 for 
,vhich .the el11ployer has. yentured his 111eanS, energy, 
and skIll. On these gains depend the ,vages of the 
laborer; and it is therefore to his interest that capi- 
tal should be secure, for capital pron1otes labor, ,vhile 
labor increases capital. Ho\v absurd is the fallacy 
for 111en dependent on capital to wage ,yar thereun, 38 
if by dissipating or degrading it they ,vould elevate 
thenJselves and better their condition! Talk of the 
cold-Lloodcd selfishness of capital; \vhat can be l110re 
inhulnan anù heartless than the policy of trades unions 
and labor societies, ,vhich by exclusion, cOlnbinations, 
and restrictions drive those poorer than thelnselves 
fronl all desirable elnploYlllcnt, and force theul to live 
on the ragged edge of debasing servitude? 
Labor strikes are not as a rule successful; for even 
,vhen capital SUCCUlllbs, the direct and indirect cost 
of the strike counterbalances the results of the vic- 
tory. I t is an axio1l1 of political econulllY, fiS ,veIl as 
of the Inoral la,v of freedo1l1, that no artificial regu- 
lation of prices and wages is politic, right, or effecti\
e, 
although capital may for a tinle yield to the iUIUlCdi- 
ate expedient. The continued Inigration, aided by 
ready means of communication, and the raJ,id gro\yth 
of p
pulation in a prosperous country, tend to ]o\ver 
\vaaes. It is unreasonable to expect elup]oyers to pay 
t\V
 dol1ars for what is offered at one, while the ,\york- 
ino' c]asses persist above all others in seeking the 
ð _ .' . 
cheapest 111arket. They cannot do it, for cOlllpetltIon, 
prolll pted by the pressure of laLor itself, does not en- 
able them to receive or pay Ulore than tho lllarkct 
value. Too ofteu the laburing lilan, uuab]e to SÙL
 far 
beyond his nose, places his welfare i!l tho. hand
 of 
SOlne designing delnagogue, ,vho raIses hllnself by 
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casting otliers down. What said the laboring Ulan 
\vhen steaul canle to do his ,vork 1 Despite the ,vell- 
proved fact that the use of Inachinery results ulti- 
nlately to the advantage of the poor in particular, by 
cheapening the necessaries of life and 1uaking luxu- 
ries lllore accessible, it is not easy to persuade the fe\v 
to undergo a brief privation for the general good. 
Even the United States is not free fronl the short- 
sighted hatred of labor-saving Inachines. In June 
1877, the far111erS of Ohio received threatening com- 
munications, forbidding them to procure such machin- 
ery, particularly self-binding reapers, under pain of 
having their grain and Ï1nplenlents destroyed. 
The assertion that unequal distribution of wealth 
foruls the essential weakness of a nation is not alto- 
gether borne out by facts; for the English are to-day 
most flourishing and mightier than ever, and yet the 
existence side by side of extrelne poverty and ,vealth 
is 11101'e 11larked an long the1TI than elsewhere in Europe. 
The advance of civilization does not appear to dilnin- 
ish the concentration of ,vealth. No country can 
clainl a 1110re generally dissclninated culture than the 
United States; yet the 111ass of property lodged in a 
fe\v hands is inl111e11se. Like seeks like, and capital 
associates to carryon vast undertakings, as railroads, 
canals, telegraph lines, banks. The feature of associa- 
tion gro\vs stronger with advancing culture, and be- 
COlnes po,verful enough even to counteract the la,v of 
supply and delnand, since cOlllbination defeats COl1lpe- 
titian. Isolation breaks down, and men cOlnbine into 
firrns, societies, and corporations. A ,vakening fronI 
the stupor in ,vhich feudal and hierarchic dOlnination 
had so long kept them, the masses have becolne alive 
to the ilnportance of cOlnbining, their po,ver and 
means, and the result has been the fornlation of be- 
nevolent societie:-3, trades unions, anù Luilding a8sucia- 
tions, ,vhich a.ll ailn at the debarlnent of poverty, the 
acculllulation of wealth, and the protection of labor 
against the encroachments of capital. 



'YORK, RECREATION, .AND SLEEP. 


701 


Trades unions in Anlerica have not IIlet with the 
, success hoped for, because the need of such associations 
not having as yet becollle generally felt, no very effect- 
ive cOllloinations have Leen lnade. The Ino
t flour- 
ishing has on its roll less than one third of the Inenl ber
 
eUlpIoyed in its trade. One of their chief ailns is 
the reduction of ,vorking hours so as to accorù, as the 
favorite expression has it, with the rules of Alfred the 
Great, ,vho diyiJed the day into three equal parts, for 
,york, recreation, and sleep. In England ll)any unions 
have enforced nine ,vorking hours per day, and in 
-,-
ustralia, eight hours;' but in An1erica the ten-hour 
systenl is the rule, for the eight-hour regulation by 
the goverBll1ent is not ,veIl observed by contractors. 
The laboring luan has the right to refuse to \vork Blore 
than eight hours a day, or four, or t\VO hours; but is ' 
it not folly to inlagine that a 111anufacturor can affurd 
to pay as lunch for five hours' ,york as for ten 
 
An inlportant feature of association is the coöpera- 
tive societies, \v hich seek to displace the \vage systelu, 
secure more direct dealings bet\veen producers and 
consulllers, Rave the profits given to IniJdle-lnen, and 
effect a Inore equal di::5tribution of \vealth. By the 
establishment of coöpcrative stores the consunler is 
the gainer, and by the establi
hlnent of eoöperati\ye 
factories, the producer; tilc "yorkinglnan gains not only 
the profits ,vhich pas
ed to the elnployer, but inde- 
pendence. The gro\vth oÎ thi::5 systelll is naturally 
slo\v, o\\.in<y to the difficulties encountered aillong a 
large nUIllL
r of partners, \vith smallllleans; Lut a
 this 
union of capital and labor is the yery essence of pros- 
perity--the Inain ilnpulse to gcnûral advancelIlent- 
it luerits the support of the citizoll. The course of 
progress has been to 
he 
radual el
vation of thc. IO\
Ter 
classes and the equalIzatlon of SOCIcty; and brlnglnþ" 
together Pl'oducers and COllsunlers tends to\vard tlllS 
happy consul111nation. . 
In politics, also, the lower classes have Leon adulltted 

o a lal'O'cr share but the et l u:.d ization has Hot Leen on 
OJ , 
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the san1e scale in all countries; and, conscious of their 
gro\ying po,ver, the ,vorking classes have becolIle inl- 
patient under the yoke where it presses too hard. 
Under the influence of undigested speculation, built on 
the theoretic Utopias \vhich have been planned by 
Plato, l\Iore, and other philosophers, agitators have 
risen anlong the \vorking classes, and proposed refornls 
in the social order in a more or less revolutionary 
111anner. The origin of these nlovernents, carried on 
by cOlnmunists, socialists, nihilists, and international- 
ists, is to be found in those countries 'v here an aris- 
tocracy of title anJ ,vealth has conlbined to keep the 
classes below thelll from rising out of their dependent 
condition. Toil is there too exacting, and ,vages too 
lo\v, to enable the \vorkers to readily assume a firnl 
stand against oppression, for this requires some n1eans 
and leisure. Lux uries are out of the question; and 
,vhen cOlnparing their life ,vith that of the rich, it is 
110 wonder that they cOlnplain, listen to incendiary 
expressions, and becollle reckless. They have nothing 
to lose by a change, but everything to gain. COIll- 
lllunisin is not repulsive in its 11lain features. Christ 
advocated it, as reforlners have done before and since; 
but society was not ripe for the change, and is not yet. 
Extrerne cOlllIDunism is Í1npossible, however; and yet 
it crops out whenever business depression creates l110re 
than usual distress. I t is then that the contrast 
bet\veen poverty and ,vealth Leconles more glaring, 
and causes a natural pang of envy. The possession 
of genius creates the san1e admiration and longing in 
the Ininds of the less gifted, yet they cannot ue so 
endo\ved. Genius and energy \vill acquire thp. di
- 
tinction and ,vealth ,vhich stulted Ininds and inùolence 
cannot obtain. For the latter to clailll an equal share 
,vith the forlner is unjust; to accord it ,vould be to 
banish effort, check progress, and return to barl>arisll1. 
Yet even the savage acknowledges the right of 
acquisition. 
In the United States, 'v here prosperity IS lllore 
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general, chances 11lore equal in the struggle for ,vcalth 
and honors, and openings in life nlore plentiful than in 
Europe, the pren1Ïum for ener g y and skill is laro'er 
d . ð , 
an COffilnunlsrn has ::;Illall prospects of oLtaininO' a 
footing. Nevertheless, the loye of luxury and osten- 
tation has spread rapidly arnong the prosperous, and 
is "Tidening the gap bet,veen the classes. 
:rhe greed 
of capitalists and politicians has sought to gra
p all 
Ineans for the furtherance of these yices, and has illl- 
Inersed public institutions in a pool of corruption. The 
consequence is a ,vide-spread discontent, ,yhieh has at 
times assulned an alarnling expression. But SOllle of 
our journalists have been too prone to attribute cyery 
labor exciteluent to c0111nlunisnl. An organization of 
this class in Chicago, nunlbering less than 100 1l1eln- 
bel's, ,vas Inagnified into colossal proportions, 
rhe 
outcry against thenl caused the l'Tew York; Tribnne to 
investigate the Blatter. SOlne of its rcporters joined 
the COllllnUne, and found that the N e,v York sections 
elnbraced less than 800 11lenlbers, and the six l
rook- 
lyn sections 500. Thus, in the very hot-bed of A.Jlleri- 
can cOlllluunisnl, not over 1,300 adhcrents ,vere fouud, 
of 'VhOlll nearly 1,000 ,vere Gerillans, 100 Alnerieans 1 
and the rest chiefly Frenchmen. 


The business stagnancy of ,vhich ,vorkingnlcn ('001- 
plained ,vas caused by the over-proùuction into \\'hich 
luanufacturers ,,,ere led by the excitculcnt of a previ- 
ous industrial ilupulse, and by conlpetition. The luar- 
ket ,vas over,vhehned, and a reaction took placc, ,,"hich 
oLlio'ed thelll to retrench. Under the consequent 
pre
ure of distress, the laboring cla
s Lecaule lllore 
observant of the social 3J1l1 political cyils aroullll thcrn. 
In California there ,vere special reasons for di:-;con- 
tent in the cheap cOlnpetitioll of Chiuese lahar, ,vhich 
reduced the chances and earnings of ,v"Ol'killgïU('Il, 
'v hile it strengthened the po\vcr and addeJ to 
he 
,vealth of capitalists. .L\. fUl:thf>.r cau
e fùr cOlllpla,lnt 
,vas the enorUlOUS 11lOllopohzatlon of lantl by a te'v 
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men, \vho, by refusing to utilize it or distribute it at 
fair prices, kept back fronl the Inasses a legitimate 
opening for \vork and prosperity. The healthy desire 
for country life was not, perhaps, so strong as might 
be \vished, owing to the nervous strife for speedy en- 
richrrlent, and the growing attractions of city life. 
Another reason was to be found in the \vant of acconl- 
lllodation on farn1s for hired ll1en, who \vere not treated 
\vith the s::nne consideration as in N e\v Engla.nd. The 
detestation of country life \vas shared by the tranlp, 
,vho neglected the advantages of a genial clinlate and 
farlll hospitality in order to idle in the towns. In 
San Francisco the u1ania for stock-gambling created 
Hluch distreBs, by breaking up the hOllles of thousands, 
and dissipating the savings of years, all to add to the 
\vealth of capitalists who therIlselves had held out tho 
deceptive bait. 
That real destitution existed is undoubted, although 
not in such severity as in the older states. In 1876 
the San Francisco Benevolent Association disbursed 
$19,000 for the relief of over 7,000 persons, ,vhose 
nlonthly average varied frolll 540 in l\Iay to 6GO in 
Decenlber. In May 1877 over 1,000 \vere relieved, 
and in Februarv 1878 the association and the churches 
fed over 2,000 'persons daily. After this the nunlber 
decreased with the larger supply of \vork, the nurnber of 
unelllployed persons up to this time haying been esti- 
n1ated at 15,000 in San Francisco and 2,000 in Sac- 
ran1cnto. The In asses attributed the distress to the 
encroachlnent of Mongolians on the yarious branches 
of trade. Cigar-illakers, for instance, had been aln10st 
annihilated by thelll; and shoemakers represented that 
the Chinau1pn in the trade outnumbered them by four 
to one; that two thirds of their 1,200 Caucasian breth- 
ren \vere unemployed; and that their earnings had 
fallen from an average of $
5 a woek in 1870 to $9 
in 1878. In January 1878 two thirds to three fourths 
of the 5,000 carpenters and cabinet-makers \vere said 
to be idle; but their chief grievance lay ,vith the hard 
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tiU18S and the convict cOlnpetition; and concernin o ' the 
latter they reillonstrated \vith the leO'islature. 0 
The associations of \vorkinO'1l1en s
ekinO' I Jrotection 
. 1 ..., 
 
agaInst these evi s \vere probably as fairly represcated 
in California as in other states, and previous to tL
 
agitati?n, \yhich gave theln a fresh illlPulse, they had 
on theIr rolls nearly one third of the 111enlbers l)elon o '- 
ing to the various tr
des. In the l11iddle of 1877, 
\vhen the agitation began, there \vere rnore than 23 
trades unions in San Francisco, \vith about j,500 
rnembers, the IllOst cOIn pact group being presented by 
those connected \vith the ship-building and shipping 
trades. Several of the unions \vere branches of na- 
tional and international associations. Their chief cfiorts 
\vere of course directed against Chinese and convict 
conlpetition, but they sought also to reBtrict the 
acltnissioll of apprentices, to ]iulit contract labor 3 '3 
destructive to good \vorkmanship and leading to ovcr- 
,york and in feeling, and to reJuce the daily hours of 
labor to eight. The latter Ineasure had in vie\v not 
only the necessary leisure for culture and recreation, 
Lut the opportunities it \vould afi()rd to give elnploy- 
Il1ellt to n101'e persons. 
Occupicd \vith trade grievances, the efforts of the 
\vorking clas-.;es had assulllcd no decided political phasc, 
Loyond holding Ineetings on the Chinese question, and 
petitioning the legislature and congresð for rcdres
. 
The failure of these efforts expo
ed to theul thcir 
,veakness in the political arena. They had left tlH
 
governU1ent chiefly to 1118n of leisure, ouly to find their 
confidence abused. It is idle to a
;-,ert that the \vol'k- 
ingulcn had no grievances, or their leaders no groun( I 
for cOlnplaillts, \vhich, ho\ycvcr, too often a
sul11cd a 
threa tening tone. Corruption had crept into (;v
ry 
departlncllt of governlnent; ncpotislll hall been rc- 
duced to a syst0rn, official P?culation to a scic.nce. 
Allll0S
 any bill 
oulJ be .1obLled through tho Icg:I
!a- 
ture \vIth the aId of brIbery; grants and 
Ub
ldl

 
('oulJ be purchased; and 1110IlOpulies could oLtaul 
Pop, TRIB., VOL, II, 45 
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privileges a.t the public expense, ,vhile the nlasses Wf\re 
burdened ,vith a tax that s,vallo,vecl forty per cent 
of the incoIlle of a sInal] property, and obliged the 
average citizen to ,vork one third of his tilHe for a 
goverUlnent ,vhich recklessly sank the lTIOney in use- 
less salaries, subsidies, and peculations. The ,yorking 
classes becalne convinced of the necessity of a rnore 
organized action to obtain a hearing for their griey- 
ances. At this tilne caIne the ne\vs of the railroad 
strikes in the east, cro\vned by the Pittsburg riot, 
the re
ult of a reductiun in ,vages consequent on busi- 
ness depression. rIhe representatives of labor 111et on 
July 21, 18ï7, to discuss the lllatter, and called a Blass- 
nleeting for the 23d, on the sand-lot in frollt of the 
new city ha.ll. In vie\v of the eastern tragedies, the 
police took precautions, and the national guard asselll- 
bled at thpir arinories. J anles F. De Arcy, organizer 
ðf the ,vorkingnlen's party of the United States, pre- 
sidcd, anù spoke on the struggle between capital and 
JaLor, regretting that it had resulted in an appeal to 
arnJs. The fault lay ,vith political leaders, ,vho, en- 
slaved by ll1onopolists, had neglected the intercsts of 
the country for the sake of office. There ,vere three 
lllillions of ullelnployed persons in tl
e U llited States. 
The great cause of trouble ,vas the length of the daily 
,vorking terln, ,vhich excluded a large nunlLer froln 
sharing in the labor; hence the eight-hour la,v shoulJ 
be enf
rced. At this l1l0nlent an 
ilti-coolie procession 
callle up, and a Ulan in the cro\vd called for the ap- 
pointulent of a c0111Inittee to ,vait on the Central 
Pacific Railroad COlllpany, and ask that their Chinese 
c111ployés be replaced by \vhite ]11en. De Arcy re- 
plied that they had asselnLlecl to discuss the labor 
question, not the coolie evil. After a fe,v lllore 
speeches, resolutions "'
ere passed, expre8
ing sYlnpa- 
thy for those ,vbo had been shot in defence of labor; 
the grasping policy of the 1110neyed and governing 
elasse:s ,vas condelnncd as the causp of the depression 
in Lu
ines;j; no furtl1cr sub:Ûdics should be granted to 
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s-tealnshjp and railroad lines; the lllilitary should not 
be ell1ployed; the reduction in wages ,vas a part uf 
the conspIracy for the destruction of the republic; the 
non-enforcenlent of the eio'ht-hour law' had overloaded 
û 
the labor Inarket; the governlnent should take Ï1n- 
lnediate steps to relnedy the evil, and 
h()ulcl condelnn 
to public use all the railroad rroperty in disaffected 
districts, allo\ving the o\vners a fair c(Hnpensation. 
Durin g the session of this InectillO', an anti-coolie 
v 
club forilled a platforlll near by, and gaye rise to a 
riot, \v hich in course of this and the t,yO fo]Jo\viu Cf 
ð 
evenings resulted in the destruction of a large nUlllher 
of Chinese ,vash-honses, and in fights Letwccn the 
rioters and the police, aided by vigilants, ,ylH'reill 
several persons ,vere killed. For illllnediately upon 
the outbreak had C01118 to the reSCUf\ of la \v and order 
a large body of citizens, as a safety conllnittee. ,vith 
\Vil1ianl T. Coleinan at their head. The ,vol'king- 
nlell's associations denied the insinu3.tions thrO\\ïl 
out against theIn, of being connected ,vith the hood- 
IunIs, thieves, and extrelllC ('otnulunists ,vho COlll- 
posed the rioters, and large llUllloers re
pondcd to 
the call which the president of the safety COUlll.ittee 
addressed to thcIn. The a
sociatiolls in the interior 
also discountenanced this outbreak, ,vhile expre
sing 
sYlnpathy with the eastern strikes; and no other 
riots took place, although Oakland fouud it prudent 
to nlake defensive preparations. .A lllceting of al,out 
2,000 ,vorkinglnen had alarlllcd tIle to,,-n hy pas
ing 
resolutions to the effect that, unless the railroad CoIl)- 
pany discharged its Chinesè elnployé
, 111uch daluagp 
Inight be done to its property. 
On the follo,ying Sunday the clerg'y took up the 
subject, and agreed that, ,vhile the laboring cla
s(\
 
had cause fur cOlnplaillt, they had hecn hasty ant I 
foolish in allo\vin o ' incendiar y lauITuao'c to carry theul 

 ð Ü 1 
to extremes. This indirect ,vay of bhul1ing the 'Vl)}' \:- 
ingmcn for the riot naturally inccnscll the "rh?le cl
s:, 
and their expressions regarding thl' oyerbCal'lng Ylg1- 
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lants "rere by no means flattering; yet the charge ,vas 
justifieù to a certain extent by the expressions of SYlll- 
pathy \yith the rioters in the east, and the indirect 
encouragenlent given to the San Francisco rioters by 
a large nUlllber anlong then1. The eastern agitation 
had found a ready echo al110ng the lllultituùe of Ull- 
elllployed l11en, at least, and made thelD willing to 
unite for the obtainment of renledy. The W orking- 
111en'8 Party of the United States appeared to be a 
prolnisi ng organization, but since the California sec- 
tion could not act independently of the Chicago centre, 
the leading spirits resolved to forn1 a distinct party 
for the lnullicipal election in Septelllber. Alnong 
these lHen ,vas an Irish draynlan, nalDed Denis 
Kearney, 'v ho felt inspired to regenerate All1erican 
affairs, and ,vho had Inade his début a fe,v lTIonths 
before at a lyceuul for self-culture, and subsequently 
as lnclnber of a cOlnulittee appointed by the DraYll1en 
anJ Tealnsters' Union to lay certain trade grievances 
bef()}"e Senator Sargent. The rather ungraciou,; re- 
ception accorded the committee excited the pugna- 
cious 
pirit of Kearney, who began to thrust hinl- 
self for\vard as an orator at other nlcetings besides 
those he1(1 by his u\vn union. On the 18th of August 
he (-.alled to order a gathering of \vorkingnlen, at 
,,"hich arrangelnents \vere nlade to organize a party. 
l
his held a session four days later as the W orking- 
Inen's Trade and Labor Union, at \vhich J. G. Day 
,vas chosen president, and Kearney secretary; but no 
effective organization resulted. In the sanle lnonth a 
convention of ,vorkingn1en filet at Sacraulento, and 
adopted resolutions, of which the following 111ay be 
regarded as leading political princi pIes of the class: 
the aLolishlnent of all national banks, and withdra\val 
of all present bank currency in favor of full legal 
tenders issued only by the United States; exemption 
of $1,000 froIl1 tax and execution upon every home- 
stead; all property to be assessed at full value, and the 
percentage of taxation graduated frOln one to ten; the 
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uncorlditional abrogation of the Burlingan1e treaty; 
th
 fees of. office-holJers to be redue-ed to the prices 
paId for skIlled labor. The deterillined feelino' () lHOllO" 
the workingulen to seek reforn1 roused Kea
ley and 
his associates to rene,,'ed efforts, aud on Septeluber 
12th a Ineeting of unelllployed tHell ,va::; held, at 
\yhich Dav presided. After recollHUentlillO" the e
- 
tablishinS! 
f sou p -kitchens to relif've the hUl
)TY 1'('80- 
'-' ð II' 
lutions "
ere adopted: ""\Vheréas, the conteullillg politi- 
cal partIes of the country having, through lack of 
principle or of stateslnanship, failed to lllcet the gro\\'- 
ing ,vants of this rapidly deyelopillg country; and 
\vhereas, their past history furnishes 110 poiuts of 
honeRty whereon the \vorkinglnen call hang any hopeB 
of their future goud behavior; therefore, be it 1'e- 
sol ved, that the ,yorkingulen sever all affiliations \"ith 
existing political parties, and do hereby organize, f()r 
the purpose of gooù and equitable goverlunent, a ne\\? 
party, to be called the "\V orkingillen's Party uf Cali- 
fornia, having in vie,v the folìo\ving refornls in politic;-.;: 
First, the abolition of all assessnlents 011 candiJates 
for office; the people to o,vn the offices, not the in- 
cunlbents. Second, holding state and lllunicipal 
officers to a strict accountability for all thcir official 
acts. Third, the establishulent by the state of a bu- 
reau of labor and statistics. Fourth, the iUllucdiate 
reduction and periodical regulation thereafter of the 
hours of labor. Fifth, the creation by the ::;tate legis- 
lature of a cunvention on laLor, with headquarters in 
S l.1--' . " 
an L' ranCI:
;('o. 
This was the beginning of the party \\9hich ,vas soon 
to becoJne a po\ver in San Francisco. Tl1e pl'(,(
( .d- 
ing platforul was but a base on \vhich. tl1e leaders 
Luilt the I110st extra \Tagant refornls, tell(hng to ole\' ate 
the poor, overthro\v land and moneyed 1110UOpol.r, and 
eject the Chinese. These sentime.nts fonnd, ready 
acceptance alnong the class \vIla envIed the al'J
t()crat 
rolling in \vealth gathered Ly their hands, \\"ho ,]l.a
l'd 
the encroaching Chillaluan, \vhu dete
ted tIle POlIUCUUl 
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as a betrayer and parasite. They \Vêre dazzled b
r the 
glittering prospects \vhich rose before theul like a 
n1Ïl'age depicting shady groves and cool fountains to 
tho exhau
teù traveller in the de
ert. The infection 
spl't-'ad; lHen callle to drink of the fiery harangue, lull- 
ing thculscl '
es in flattering hopes; tongues were 
lousened, and 8peakers rose one after another. 
l)n the SunJay follo\ving, the first of the regular 
sand -lot lneetings "
as held. The attendance \vas 
ll)al1, 
Lut a n10re successful gathering took place at U uion 
Hall on SepteluLer 21st, to consider 111ean
 for the 
relief of the unelnployed. State Senator R.oach lnade 
the first speech, \vl! ich treated not only of the Chi- 
nc
e evil, Gut of social and political corruption, and 
called for united action to Gbtain legislation in favor of 
the poor. Kearneyaùded the forciGle hint that every 
\vorkingn1an should get a 111usket, and that a little 
judicious hanging of capitalists ,vas needed. The 
lllHyor \vas appuinted to receive subscriptioB
. At the 
f
)]l(J,villg sand-lot lllcetillg, Day \vas chosen pre
ident, 
allJ Kearney treasurer; but this arrangeulellt was 
not to be of long duration, for Day ,,,as too tenlpera.te 
to suit the raLLIe. On the follo\ying Sunday, Kearney 
Lroke out in the course of his speech \vith the dec-, 
laration that San :Francisco \yould lueet the Ütte of 

Iosco\v if the condition of tlie laboring" classes \vas 
not changed; t,hcy had bullets and other IneallS to 
enforce tbeir object. Day interrupted hill} by saying 
tl!at he would not preside at a lueeting \vhere sueh. 
lueasures were countenanced, but he wa
 yelled do\vn. 
A. portion of the audience thereupon resolved to hold 
a separate lllcetillg. 
Kearuey 111aJe his arrangelnents accordingly, and 
on the 5th of October 150 aO'itators Inet to effect a 
.:) 
pcrillanent organization of the wOl'kinglnen's party. 
Denis Kearney ,vas chosen president, J. G. Day 
yice-president, H. L. Knight 
ecretary, and several 
otbers were placed on the executive cOlllluittee. The 
COl111nittee on constitution and Ly-la,vs subluitted the 
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follovv tng principles, \'" hich \vere adopted after a fierce 
deLate; "The object of this association i
 to unite 
all poor and \vorkina Inell and their friends into one 
political party, for the purpose of defelldillo' thell1- 
selve8 agains
 the dangerous encrOaClll11cnts of capital 
on the happIness of our people and the liberties of 
our country. '\T e propose to \yrest the gOyerllnlellt 
froln the hands of the rich, and place it in those 
of the p
ople, \y here it properly Lèlongs. "T e pro- 
pose to rIù the country of cheap Chinese labor as suon 
as pORsible, and by all the l11eans in our po\Ycr, because 
it tends still nlore to degrade labor and ao'aran- 
dize capital. "T e propose to destroy land nlo

poly 
in our state by such la\vs as \vill lllake it iUlpos- 
siL]e. \Ve propose to destroy the great 1110ncy po,ycr 
of the rich by a systenl of taxation that \yill Blake 
great \vealth in1possible in the future. "T e propose 
to provide decently for the poor and unfortunate, the 
\veak, the helpless, alld especially the young, bpcause 
the country is rich enough to do so, and religion, 
hunlanity, and patriotislll deluand that \ve shoulJ do 
so. vV e propo
e to elect none but cOlllpetcllt \vork- 
ingnlen and their friends to any office \y hatcycr. 
The rich have ruled us till they have ruinctl us. 'Ye 
,viII no\v take our o\vn affairs into our o\vn hands. 

rhe republic 111ust and shall be preserved, and only 
'Yorkingnlen \vill do it. Our shoddy aristocrats ,yant 
an elnperor, and a 
tanding arlUY to shoot dO\Vll the 
people. For these purposes \ve prf'pose to organizo 
oursel ves into the 'V orkinglliell's Party of California, 
and to pledge and enroll therein all \vho arc \villing 
to join us in acco111plishing these ends. 'YbCll \ve 
have 10,000 lllelnbers, \ve shall have the f'Yll1pathy 
and support of 20,000 other workillgnH:u. The partY' 
\yiH then \\Tait upon all \vho eUlploy Chinese, and 

k 
for their discharO'e; anù it \vill nlal'k as public CllClllleS 
those who refus; to COlllply \vith their rl'qncs
.. 1'I,lis 
party \vill exhaust all peaceable 11leall? of attal1l1.ng Itb 
euds, but it \vill not be dellicd justice \yhen It has 
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po,ver to enforce it. It ,yill encourage no riot or out- 
rage, but it ,viII not volunteer to repress or put do\vn, 
or arrest or prosecute, the hungry and i1npatient ,vho 
luanifest their hatred of the Chinan1an by a crusade 
against John or those ,vho ,elnploy hill1- Let those 
'v ho raise the storln by their selfishness suppress it 
the111sel Yes. If they dare raise the deyil, let thenl 
11leet hinl face to faee. \Ve ,vill not help then1." 
All this ,vas to be done on principles ,vhich should 
raise the ,vorking class at the expense of every other. 
....
nù after this the Sunday llleetings assulned great
r 
strength, \vhile clubs began to forB1 in every ,yard 
under the active superintendence of the leaders. Al- 
though language \vas freely indulged in which could 
only serve to encourage the hoodlull1 class, yet a 
callu resolve appeared to have taken pos:
ession of the 
party to 
trive for the n1ain object, and to discourage 
any ,vantonness. The man Kearney ,vas the leading 
spirit" at every gathering, and spoke every night at 
one or 11lore of the Ineetillgs held in different ,yards, 
urging unity of purpose, and the forlllatioll of lnilitary 
cOlllpallie
 \vhere\vith to intill1idate their oppressors. 
It is but just to say that the incendiary harangues 
,v ere little else than the overflo,v of an excited brain, 
serving to enliven the 111011otony of }}olitical speeches; 
they re:sulted in nothing lllore than a 1110111cntary 
applause, anù the orderly behavior of ,vorkiugnlen at 
elections and dell1onstrations proyed that the rough 
eleluent ,vas not large anlong them. 
It is difficult to say by ,vhat means 1{earney l11an- 
aged to gain cuntrol over the luasses, unless it ,vas 
due to a strong faculty for organization, and to the 
shre,vduess and quickness of perception peculiar to 
Irisillnen. He ,yas a very ordinary looking Ulan, this 
kIng of the laboring class, below the n1ediu111 height, 
c01npact in build, ,vith a rather broad head, 
light 
lllustache, quick Lut lowering blue eye, and a ncr\TOUS 
tClllpera1l1ent-l,orn February 1
 1847, at OakInount, 
Cuunty Cork, Ireland, the sccoud in a falni!y of seven 
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boys. His father dîed, and at the age of eleven he ,vent 
to sea as cabin-boy, sailing chiefly under the 
'\.Jllerican 
Hag. He gained rapid prolllotion, so that on arri vino' 
at San Francisco in 18G8 be ,vas first officer of th
 
clipper ship Shootirng Star, a po
ition retained by hilH 
on several coast stea111erS for four years. The haLit 
of cOllllnanding thus acquired proYe
1 of service to hilll 
as a leader, although his inclination to dOll1Ïncer led to 
frequent ruptures ,vith other officprs. "lith indu
trv 
and telnperance he saved llloney, and in 1872 bougl;t 
a draying bu::;iness, in which he prospered until 1877, 
,vhen the 111erchallts ,vithdre,v their patronage Leeause 
of his connection ,vith the aaitation. Althouo'h he 
û ð 
appealed to his followers to support hinl, and drc\v $30 
a 11lonth from the collection taken up at the SUllday 
111eetings, it is said that he was not de\
oiJ of llleans. 
He rnarried in 1870, and had several children, all 
trained in the catholic faith like his parents, although 
he hinlself had litt.le relio'ion. He ,vas naturalized in 
J 
1876. In speech earnest and forcible, partaking- of the 
epigranlll1atic, and showing a slllattering of historical 
kn<nv ledge, he ,vas coarse, nevertheless, ungraulIllati- 
cal, \vith a pronounced brogue, and shallo\vl1ess of argu- 
Inents and thought. His ideas of politics and econ0111Y 
,vere crude, Leing based on his O\Vll illogical conceits. 
For exanlple, ,vhen he becalne king he ,yould dccree a 
lllinirnuill pay of three or four dollars a day fur HHY 
kind of labor, the expenditure of ,\?hich SUlll ,vas to 
create an extraordinary deyeloplnent in the country. 
Every 11lan should llave his cottage and a fc,v acrps of 
land. Poverty was to be abolished, and acculllulation 
of laro'e ,vealth preyented by la\vs under "yhich 11l:lnU- 
factu
rs and traders could not rptain lllore than a 
fixed alllount of profit, the surplus to he devutc
 to 
public ,yorks and institutions. lIe assulllcd the rl
11t 
to 
peak at any public lllceting as the reprcsenta!l YC 
of the ,yorkingn1en. Despite his tirade:::; agalll
t 
Chincse, he often interferctl in unprovoketl ntÜH.ks Oil 
that race. By hi::; adlllÎrcrs he ,yas coznpan'(l tt) 
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K apoleon, to Cæsar, and even to C,hrist, anù his vanity 
,vas quite equal to the ellJergency. The N e\y York 
GrolJltic elevated the D:llne of Ben Butler for United 
States president, and Dellis Kearlley for vice-pr8si- 
dent, the latter scarcely detecting the CO\Tert irony. 
He frequently expressed hinlself able to effect any- 
thing \vith his follo,vel'
, fron1 the lynching of a rail- 
,yay lUOllOpolist to the destruction of a city. At a 
llleeting in Decenlber 1877, he pron1Ìsed, in the course 
of his custonlary tirade against thieving 111illionaires 
anù scoundrelly officials, "If I don't get killed I ,yill 
do lllore than any refo1'l11er in the history of the ,,,"orld. 
I hope I ,viII be assassinated, for the success of the 
11lOVCUlent depends upon that." " Judge Lynch," said 
the reforlner, on another occasion, "is the judge 
,,,anted Ly the ,vorkinglllen of California; I advise all 
to o\vn a n}usket and 100 rounds of anllllullition." This 
braggadocio had its effect \\
ith the silnple, for surely 
so Lrave a talker nlust Le a great Ulan. The pron1Ìs- 
ing aspect of the 1l10Velllent attracted a large llulnber 
of \vorkingnlen, ,yho raised the party to po\ver. 
J. G. Day, the vice-president of the party, '\"as a 
Cal1adian carpenter, of Irish extraction, fully six feet 
tall, ,vith reddish beard. Like Kearney, he ,vas a tenl- 
perate and industrious 111an, ,vith a cornnlon-school 
eùucation, but ,vith good and rather thoughtful lan- 
guage, and opposed to incendiary harangues. A Inore 
prolninent l11elllber than Day ,vas H. L. Knight, the 
secretary, short, squat, ,vith round face, t\Villklillg 
eyes, and slllall gray 11lustache. lIe caIne of a Y ork- 
shire family in England, \vith a strong proclivity for 
refornls, ahnost any kind Leing better than none. lie 
arrived in AUlerica in 1842, and became a citizen in 
l\Iissouri, ,vhere he ,vas adlllÏtted to the bar. After 
serving through the l\Iexican ,var, he founù his ,yay 
in 1852 to California, mined till 1865, gave sonle at- 
tention to la,v, and finally became a Bohelnian LUlll- 
III cr. He presided at one of the first repuLlican 
lneetings in N eyada county, and served in the ,vork- 



THE KOn HILL DE)IOX:'{:RATIO
. 


7]5 


ingnlPn)s cause befo.re joining the ](carlley 11lO\'elnellt. 
AllJOllg . other .leading 111eUlbers luay be ('ountèJ an- 
other. 1rlshlnen, 
. H. Bate
, hO
8e-paintel', ,vith quite 
the all' of a 
portlng
 Ulan, aJl<l 0 DOllnell, quaek. 
At first the 1l10VCluents of the \yol'kin o ïllcn dia not 
attract the S l )ecial attention of the authorities althou o It 
, 
 
busille
s ,vas evidently suffcrillo' under the ('ontill
al 
01 ð 
alar11l called forth by raLid 
l )cakers. ]
ut on the 
evening of OctoLcr 
Ðth, aLout 2,000 \vorkilloïllen 
;'") 
held a threatening deillonstration in front of the 
houses of the rail \va Y lllen, on ,y hat IlO\V l)("'O'[1n to 1)0 

 1:) 
calletl N 01 Hill. Bonfire::; 'Vere lighted, \vith the 
usual fiery speech, interspersed ,vith rough jests at the 
eX } )Pl1se of the auO'ust offellder:-; \vho \"ere oTcath." 
ð , ð J 
alarillcd. Philosopher Pickett \\T3,S ther
, and pro- 
posed to pull do\vn a high fence thro,vn around the 
house of a luan \v hu refuðed to sell it at a l'easollaLle 
price to a railroad Inagnate \vho \vished to extcnd his 
grounds over the entire block. Kearncy checked the 
lllovelnent, ren1arking, ho\vever, that \yerc he tù give 
the order to llanO" the railroad Ulan, it ,voul(l be done. 
ð 
1u;stead of this, he suggested that on th
 arrival of 
the China steauler, 2,000 IHen should lllarch to the 
doeks and thro\v tbe iUlluigrallts o\
erbual'd. 
AlthouU'h the N ob Hill lueetiuQ' \vas helJ half in 
o u 
sport, the lllell of that place did not like to hear 2,000 
rough fpllo\vs talk of hanging thenl; ::;0 they haJ 
Denis arrested at a Jlleeting un N ovenl LeI' ;kl, on the 
uround of usin o ' incendiar y lan()'uao'e. 
rhc desired 
b 0 ð 0 . 
11lartyrdoIH seeulcd near at IlanJ, and Dellis (Luietly 
followed the officers to prison, ,yaving bacl
 those 
an1onO' the cro\vd \vho ,vould atteInpt a rescuc. The 
custo
lary saud-lot lllccting ,vas f()rLidùell for the fol- 
lo\ving day, Sunday; the lllÏlitia \va::; called out, and 
the vio.ilallts ,yarned to be on thc alert. 
Th
1 Sunday ,vas an anxious day in San Francisco. 
Despite the rain, rough-looking Ulcn begau to 
ather 
and indulo'e ill rather free utteranccs, and findIng no 
other plac
 open to thcIn, they hired the Agricultural 
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Hall. Day and Knight, \vith several others, \vere 
arrested on the platforu1, \vhile l110re telnperate speak- 
ers \vere allo\ved to proceed and allay the excitelllellt J 
,vhich at one time threatened riot. The supervisors 
had been \vorking rather tal1lely in the mOVCLuent in. 
augurated a fe\v weeks before to relicve the distresðed 
in San 
"rancisco, but under the iU1pulse of the pres. 
ent exciteulent, the citizens detern1ined to act \vith 
1110re energy, and at a Ineeting on NOYC111Ler 5th. 
presided over Ly the Il1ayor, COllllllittees \Yere ap- 
pointed to canvass the city for subHcriptions. Auout 
$:20,000 \vas collected, of \yhich son1e $12,000 \vas f'et 
a
ide for a free labor exchange, and the renlainder 
distribtuecl aillong charitable institutions. The ex- 
change \va.s opened N ovelnber 21 st, aud did good 
er- 
yirc. The supervisors issued an ordinance, terlued 
the Gibbs gag la,v-after the super\
isor ,vho intro- 
duced it-\vhich \vas intended to check incendiary 
speech. The leaders ,yere Inean,vhile languishing in 
prison for \vant of bail, wllÏch had purposely been 
l )laccd l1Ïo'h. This ,vas reg'arded as an attelu p t to 
ü '--' 
punish hefore convicting, antI helped to create SYU1- 
pathy for thenl. Finally, on N ovenlber 14th, hail 
\yas obtained, and shortly afterward tbe charge against 
thell1 of iucenting to riot \vas disnÚðsed, despite the 
rUl110r that the yigilants intended to hang thenl if 
they \vere acquitted. During inlprisonrnent the lead- 
ers addre
setl a letter to the lllayor, stating that they 
had been unfairly reported, that they were \yilling to 
SULll1Ït to any \vise llieasure to aIlay excitelTIent, and 
that they \vould hold no l110re incendiary or outdoor 
lueetings. 
 0 sooner \vas Kearney at liberty, ]10\V- 
ever, than he resuJ11ed the custolllary tirades, as
ai1- 
illg the judges, the police, and the gag la,y, and 
creating fresh alarlll. On Day, the vice-president, 
irnprisonrnellt had evidently a dan}pening effect, for he 
objected lTIOre deC'idedly than uefore against the 1)0111- 
bast of his collcaO'ue 'v hose risin o ' illl l 10rtance and as- 
\J , \::> 
sUll1ption had, besides, created envy and disgust. 
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Finding that his expulsion ,vas probable, Day aa- 
nounced his secession N OyelllLer 25th, to the d
lio-Lt 
of K
ar
ey, ,vho could brook no opposition, alld \
ho 
had lutunated that too 111uch brains ,vould kill the 
party. As a ,vholeso111e \varnino' to otl1er JTIn]cCOl1- 
::":) 
tents, he, at a ,vard Iueeting, lTIoved and carried anlÎll 
acchullation the proposition that "if allY officer or 
leader in the \vorkin(flnen'S Inovelnent laO'o'cd behind 
ü 
û' 
or proved recreant to the trust, he should be hanged 
to the nearest larnp-post." 
Released frolll prison, Kearney's chief concern ,vas 
to prepare for the Thallksgiving-day paraclc, \\-hich 
ha.d Lcen decided on in October. To collect the 
necessary funds, subscription-lists ,vere opened and a 
concert held. .LL\..t this, and at lllany subsequcnt cnter- 
tainlllents by the workingulen, a farce ,vas given de- 
picting the terror of the railroad 111e11 during the nigLt 
of the N ob Hill delnonstration. In vic\v of the late 
exeiteinent, the policy of perlnittillg the parade \vas 
lllucli discussed; but so long as no incendiary features 
,vere noticed, the authorities could not \vell oppose it. 

Iean \vhile the ..A..siatic ,vorld kept \vithin doors, though 
,vatchful; stores ,vere barred and theatres closed. 
Kearney's efforts ,vere n10st successful, and as grand 
Inarshal he conducted over 7,000 adherents, the rep- 
resentatives of every ward and trade in the city, in 
orderly luarch through the streets, forn1Ïng a Jno"t 
iU1posing protest against Chinese laLor, iniquiton::; 
111onopoly, and refuting the insinuations of incendiary 
intentions. The parade ,,,,as not only teillperatc, but 
l )atriotic since nOlle but Alnerican flao's ,vere carrie<.l, 
, û 
and they by Alnerican union soldiers. The tenth 
,yarcl club \yhich forn1ed the first division in the line, 
. , 
nUlubered nearly 1,300, a favorable sho\vin.g fur the 
rapid gro\vth of the party. Behind callle Cight n10rc 
diviHions all bearin a a numLer of elnLIl'lllS, InottoC's, 
aphorisn
s, and pict
res, chiefly directed ag
ius
 the 
Chinese, but also expressing the clainls antl dl
nlty of 
labor or denouncin a the corru l ltioll of uflicial
, the 
, 0 
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greed of Inonopoly, and so forth. A favorite device 
\vas a huge boot, in close proxilnity to a flying China.. 
luan, ,vhich expressed the rallying-cry of the party, 
"The Chinese 111ust go! H ,vith \v hieh Kearney gener- 
ally began his speeches. The procession terlIlinated at 
the sand-,lot, 'v here the usual oration, poeln, and 111usic 
,vero giyen, under O'Donnell's presidency. I{earney 
follo,ved with a speech against the Burlingame treaty, 

nd thereupon announced the deposition of Day frOlll 
the vice-presidency, in ,vhose place. \Villialll \V cl... 
10ck ,vas now elected. After passing a resolution in 
favor of ,vinding up the national Lanks, the D1eeting 
dispersed quietly, the only disturb3.l1ee having taken 
place 'v hen SOlne D1elnbers of the procession ,vent to 
the rescue of a Chinan1an beset by hoocJlullls. 
"7 el10ck ,vas a Yorkshire shoen1aker ,vho had 
served in the Crilnean ,var. He ,vas ]ike,vise evan- 
gelist and Lible expounder. Landing in Aluerica in 
1873, he ,vorked at his trade in various places, and 
reached San Francisco in 1877, ,vhere he ,vas nhtur- 
alized. He was tall, ,vith a long, narro,,," head, high 
forehead, full, short beard, and nervous telllpCraLnent. 
Having 111arried a ,vido,v ,vith S0L11e lneans, he could 
afford that luxury of lo\v foreigners
United States 
politics. His phraseology ,vas not devoid of culture, 
and was rendered 1110re attractive by an a(hnixture of 
dry hU1110r; but its chief ingredients ,vere the fre- 
quent gospel quotations, of 'v hieh his training as 
evangelist had given hin1 a ready cOlllluand. l1hus 
by cheap religion the cause ,vas Blade sacred. Parson 
'Vellock they called hiln, chaplain of the party, before 
assuming the vice-presidency. He used to appcar at 
the sand-lot, LiLle in hand, read a text, di
(,olu'se 
thereon, interpolating arguluents of a political nature. 
Like Kearney, he ,vas not inappreciative of his o\yn 
ilnportance, and had magnaninlously declared that he 
,vou]d accept no office. At a n1ass-lneeting in Dccenl- 
bel' 1877, he proll1Îscd that ,vhen he and his colleagues 
had cleared California of her den1agogues, they ,yollld 
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do the 
anle i.n other states, till the ,,'hole republic 
should be purIfied; then the y " ,,"ould 0'0 to Ell u .lalHL 
d 
 ð 
an pull do,vl1 the 01(1 n}onarehy. "Then that \\'a
 
?one, vV cllock cons}
lered his ,vork as ended. Speak- 
Ing of the n10nopohsts, he ,youlcl say: "These 111('11 
,vho are perverting' the \vays of truth nlu
t be de- 
stroyed. In this Look that is called the bible, the 
Lord is said to be a consulnin o ' fire. \\"hcn he ('0111- 
o 
luands \ve lllust obey. \Vhat are 've to do ,,,ith these 
people that are starving our poor, auel deO'radiu(l' our 
. 1 ð ð 
'VIves, ( aughters, and sisters 
 Allel the Lorll said 
unto J\Ioses, take all the heads off the people and hang 
thenl Lefore the Lord. This is "'hat ,vo are COJlI- 
111ctndcd by a suprenle being to do \vith all that dare 
to tread do\vn honesty, virtue, truth." 
The parade added greatly to Kearney's popularity, 
and the attendance at the f()llo,ving SUIHlay lueetings 
l1ulllbercd fronl 4,000 to G,OOO persons. Hc harang-uetl 
as loudly as ever against railroad s,vindling, urged the 
forlllation of n1Ílitary c0111panics, and affiru1cd that he 
,yas as ready to die at the hantl of assassins ill the pay 
of lllonopolists as in any other ".ay, if it \vould help the 
ca use. 
At one of the ,yard meetings, a 111eI11 Lcr proposed 
an1id acclanlations that }(0arlley should receive ar- 
bitrary po\vcr, like Napoleon ,vhen callc(l upon ill 
1798 to save Paris. 
rhe arch-a.o'itator had no ob- 

 
jections; he 'vas the voice of the people, he said, 
40,000 of \VhOlll 118 reprcsented, and ,vould relnain 
dictator till the people depo::,ccl hiln. In 11lany of the 
\vard clubs it \yas not prudcnt to di

('nt fro 11 1 IIi.; 
vie\vs, for Iuen ,vho did su \vcrc often roughly treated. 
There \vere a fe". \vorkingillen'
 cluh
 \vhere l
earncy 
,vas not achuircd, and there \\?ere several a
:--:o('iati()lls 
,vhich differed in BaIlIe and principle frolll ICeal'lIey's 
party, declHriug hilll a InushroOlll forc(;d by incendiary 
fires. 
An atetn1pt had been 111<1(1e by ]{carney on 
ThanksO'iviuO' da\T to forBl a centra] l)ody of dcle_

at('y 
(. v ð 0/ ........ 
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fro)TI various labor organizations in the ci(v nad 
country; Lut this failed, and lIe resolved to push the 
SChe1l1e in the interior by personal exhortation. Ac- 
cordingly, in the n1Ïddle of Decerllber, he and Knight 
set out. to stump the southern country and to organizû 
clubs. The expenses of the trip ,,,ere defrayed by the 
Sunday collection fund, fron1 \V hich Kearney and 
"T ellock drew SOlne $40 a Inonth each, and froln \\"hich 
,,'as allowed $10 a week for his services as secretary. 
Their efforts were not very successful alnong the 
farn1Ïng c01l1munities, which \vere naturally conserva- 
tive, but in the larger towns, as Angeles and San 
J osé, the \vorkinglnen Inustered in force to applaud 
their fiery speeches. After his return, Kearney i
sued 
an address in the nalne of the \\T orkingnlen's Party of 
California to the ,vorkingmen of the United States, 
dated DeceJnber 29th, \vhich ,vas extensively pub- 
lisheJ, and d,velled on the various evils afflicting the 
country, as misrule, land 1110nopoly, Chinese COlupe- 
tition, stock-ganlbling, and railroad oppression. It 
denlollstrated that reforrn ,vas ilnperative, that self- 
help alone could effect it, and that all should unite to 
this cud. "Do not believe those ,who call us savages, 
rioters, incendiaries, and outla 'vs, vVe seek our ends 
ca]nlly, rationally, at the ballot-box. So far, gooll 
order has lnarked all our proceedings. But we kno\v. 
ho,v false, ho,v inhull1an, bow unjust our adversaries 
are. \V c know that if gold, if fraud, if force can defeat 
us, they ,vill all be used. And ,ve have resolved that 
they shall not defeat us. 'Ve shall arB). We shall 
lllcet fraud and falsehood \vith defiance, and force with 
force, if neeJ be." 
Another adJress, 1110re in accordance ,vith the estab- 
lished order of things, had been sent, December 1 
th, 
to the president of the United States by the \vorking- 
]11en of Oakland, petitioning for the abrogation of the 
Burlingalne treaty. This ,vas transulÌtted to the sen- 
ate, but \vithout effect. Equally unsuccessful ,vas the 
1110Vell1ent of Kearney, January 3, 1878, ,,
hen he led 
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several hundred unelnployed lncn to the ('ity hall to 
demand ",vork, bread, or 
 place in the county jail." 
On their lllareh the colulllns ,vere s\veHed to some 
1,500. Halting before the mayor's office, they created 
no little alarnl in the treasury office and arl1on(r tho 

tore-keepers, despite their orùel'ly conduct. "=' The 
three leaders entered to confer ,vith the Inayor, repre- 
senting that they could not control the nlcn any 
longer; the capitalists, \vho had raised $78,000 
omt.le 
months previous to repress free speech, nlight no,v 
surely subscribe enough to establish an industrial 
colony, or take other n1easures for relief: The lllayor 
could offer nothing but proluises; and although a bill 
,vas introduced in the legir:dature authorizing the city 
of San Francisco to enlploy 2,000 lllen for three 
nlonths, yet the 111unicipality failed to respond. The 
alar In created by this de111onstration came just in tinle 
to proillpt the grand jury, January 5th, to indict 
l{earney, Knight, 'Vellock, and three others, for in- 
cendiary speech and terrorisnl. At a Ineeting of the 
cooks and waiters, Decenl bel' 29th, Kearney ,vas 
charged ,vith saying: "I aln glad to see you lnaking 
preparations for the fish-baIls-that is, you nlaku the 
balls, and \ve \vill fire them. If the nlenl bel's of the 
legislature overstep the line of decency, then I say, 
Henlp, hell1p, hemp! That is the battle-cry of free- 
don1." He defied the grand jury, and if ilnpri;-;oned, 
he \vould \york. out of the jail and "annihilate every 
one of these hell-hounds in the state of California." 
The indicted lnen \vere arrested under the GiLb la"
 
and released on bail, the arrest and releasc being 
repeated several tilnes. On the Sundays follo\\rillg 
the first arrest, cro\vds of froln 7,000 to ] 1,000 aSSCIll- 
bled on the sand-lot to greet their persecuted èhief
 
\vho denounced the 111ayor and grand jury, and de- 
clared that the ,,,,orkino'lnen would drive out the 
o 
 
Chinese or die in the attclnpt. He f()rcshad(),vl'
1 a 
(rlOl'ious future, and hopeù that a later gcneratloll 

1Ïo'ht find a slab ,,,,ith the iuscription: Hure lie'3 
'=' 
Pop, Tmu., VOL, II, 46 
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Kearney, the draYlllan, ,vho led the yictorious charge 
against the hordes of tyran.ny, and died for 1i berty and 
the rights of man. 
During his speech at the tenth ,yard club, Kearney 
proposed anlid cheers, that if the Chinese in1l11igra- 
tion continued, all should mareh to the Pacific l\lail 
Steanlship COlllpany's clock, and blo,v the stealllerS out 
of the ,vater. He urged the members to COine to the 
sand-lot on the follo,ving Sunday, January 15th, ,vith 
muskets and sticks. They had l11en, he said, \vho 
,vould luanufacture balloons for dropping dynaluite 
into Chinato,vn, and other infernal machines by ,y hich 
nlen n1ight be secretly destroyed. These expressions 
were substantial1y repeated at the eleventh ward club, 
'v here several inflamed speakers had proposed to 
crO'Vll Kearney ,vith a. coronet of twenty -dollar pieces, 
to be taken from N ob Hill, and to forln a Inilitary 
con1pany, in order to learn how to step at a funeral, 
for the contest against the Chinese would not be given 
up till there was blood enough in Chinatown to float 
bodies to the bay. The proposition for a n1Ïlitary co 111- 
pany was responded to by 150 lnen. \;Vhen Kearney 
put the question, "Are you ready to 111arch do"\vn to 
the \vharf and stop the leprous Chinalnen froll1 land- 
ing 1" there were loud cries of Yes! Even the usually 
quiet Germans caught the infection, and one speaker 
hinted that were a few guns to be turned on the city, 
millions of dollars 111ight be extorted \vhere,vith to 
form a fund for the comn1on benefit. This language 
could not fail to create alarln, supported as it ,vas by 
the onlinous fact that the Inilitary conlpany of the 
tenth ward relnained behind for drilling, after the 
club had closed. During this and the follo\ving 
lllOllths, several \vards fornled nlilitary conlpanics, 
and took up subscriptions or arranged for picnics, so 
as to obtain a fund for the purchase of arms, and the 
shoelnakers set an exarnple to the trades unions by 
forlning a guard. Son1e of the c0l11panies ,vero never 
able to acquire Letter arll1S than broonl-sticks, and 
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dissolved in disgust; but the tenth \vard succceded 
n 
,veIl, that ".hell its cOllllx1ny had obtainell SUInc Su 
In en and oyer 100 breech-loadin g 111uskets anoth.-r 
( , 

on1pany ,vas started. "\Vhcn Kcarnc.y ,yas elected 
lIeutenant-general of these forces, :ì\Iarch Gtll, ,,
ith 
l{night as adjutant, besides three staff-officers, a uni- 
furm ,vas adopted, \vith black trousers, Llue shirt, anJ 
fatigue cap. The fjUllllnit guard alone refused to Le COI1- 
trolled 1y Inen ùevoicl of military kno\vlcdO'c, and f.:II 
under the displeasure of the leader. '=' 
Such speech and action \vere not lost on tILL author- 
ities. On the 1 Gtll of J alluary the leadcr
 ,vere placed 
under Jock, the 
 ational Guard ,vas called out, a ,yar 
ship ,vas sellt to protect the Pacific mail dock, antI tIl(' 
city fathers held a secret sessioB, ,vhich resultc( 1 ill 
the appointnlent of a cOTl11nittee for Sacralllcnto. y\.ith 
orders to prevail on the legislature to p2SS at once 

uch bills as ".ere needed under the ('ircunlsttlllCl.'
. 
Tho senate responded next clay hy passing tIle Sf >>- 
c
';.llcJ }Iurphy riot LiB, ,vhich l11et \yith opposition ill 
the asselubly, Lut passed on the 18th in an aUlcllded 
fdrlu. Under this act the authorities ,yere ClllplHyerctl 
to arrest inccndiary sreakers and to di
p..}rf'e an) 
douLtful gathe.rings. The ,vorkingmen ,vera, of ('our

, 
unalliulouS in condemning the nleasure. I(earnt
Y 
,vas prevailed upon to issue a proelau1ation to hi::; f( 1- 
IJ,vcr,;, asking' thenl to hold no Sunday lneeting at the 
sand-lot, Lut to join the gathering at Oakland, \yher8 
resolutions ,vuuld Le adopted, petitioning the legisla- 
ture to repeal the rio
 act. The au
horities \
-ere 
nevertheless apprehensIve that the agltatorð nnght 
carry out the resolution to assclllLle i.n ar
ll"; 0.11 
Sundav aad the O'overnor callle to the Clt\.
 ""lth Ius 
.l' Ü .l 
staff to render assistance, arlns being for\varded f1'\ IIll 
the nlilitary head<luarters for the use of the citizl'll
. 
To increase the gcneral alarln, a run Legan un thl} 
:1 y- 
ings banks, against \vhich Kearncy had been del'IallU- 
ing, and the cry froll1 the unclIlploycd rose louder 
than ever. 
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One dollar a <.lay ,vas offered for laLorers on the 
railroad and in the park, and aLout 1,000 IHen re- 
sponded; other'S condelnned the 111eaSUre as a pretext 
to reduce \yages' during the prevailing' distress. 
Churches then spread free lunches, and exhorted to 
tenl perance. 
.1:
 \yorkingmen's convention had been called for the 

lst of January, and although the InayOl' ,vas opposed 
to an assen1bl
'" of thi8 kind in the Inidst of the general 
,-'xcitenleüt, the gover!lor prevailed on hiu1 to let it 
take place. The attendance on the first day ,yas 
snlal1, and no business transacted bcyonù condenlniug 
the incendiary orations of I(earney, ,,'ho ,yith his 
lieutenant ,vas llO'V in prison, the tenlporary chairlllan 
relnarking that they had uoubtless seryeJ to electrify 
the \vorkingillen into action, but to continue thell1 
Y\Tould Le injurious. The follo\ving day ICearney and 
I
night \vere acquitted on the first inc1ictlnent of the 
grand jury of inciting to riot, and released on bail on 
the other charges. The first ballot of the jury had 
resulted in njne for acquittal, t\VO for conviction, and 
one blank. The second ballot 111erely changed the 
blank into acquittal, ,vhereupon one of the jury de- 
clared that he ,vas for acqujttal, anù dClnanded that 
those ,vho had so voted should announce then1selves. 
The result ,vas that all declared having voted for ac- 
(Luittal, the t,vo for conviction being evidently afraid 
to incur the anger of the Kearneyjtes. The saIne day 
Callle the ne,vs of the victory of the ,vorkinglnell at 
the i\.lall1eda county election for state senator. At 
the foregoing election in Septenlber the total vote had 
been 7,118, ,vhich the republicans and democrats had 
shared pretty equally, the ,vorkinglnen polling only 
118. On the present occasion, the rainy ,veather and 
other causes had reduced the vote to 4,340, of ,vhich 
the \vorkingn1en carried 2,730, the republicans 2,038, 
and the democrats 572, a reversal of figures ,vhich 
created unbounded enthusiaSll1 alnong the Kearncy- 
ites. )tIr Bones, the elect, had declared that he \vas 
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not an aùhercnt of Kearne y ,,'ho haJ nothino' to J(, 
, , ö 
,vlth the la\v anù order convention of ',,"orkiuglnen 
"\v hich non1Ïnated hilli, but the forIner })everthele
s 
assullled all the credit of the victory, anù procecdl'd 
on January 23d to bring the ne,v senator in triuluph 
to 
an Francisco, \vhere a large procession caine to 
receIve thelll. The same evellillO' the ,vorkino'Il1ell S 
. 1 II ' b 0 
conventIon 18 ( Its second Ineetin u 1vith an a t telld- 
0' 
aHce of 150 delegates, incluùin()' re p resentatives fron1 
1 . ð 
t 1e Interior. Kearn8Y ,vas elected presidcllt of the 
a
selnbly, and l\Ianning vice-president. Ou the fu1- 
lo\ving lllorlliug business ,vas takcn earnestly in hand, 
and several resolutions passed, aUlong thelll a Litter 
denunciation of the riot acts of the state and IllUllil'i- 
pality, and of the conduct of the lnayor. .A platfol'nl 
,vas then presented, coverillg the Rtereotyped l)1L'a:;- 
ures, 1'eforl11 of the general gOYCrUlllellt, extinction of 
unjust n1onopoly, exterll1Ínation of the Chillese. l'e- 
stri
tions in holding lands, punisillnellt of ini(luit
us 
officials, eight-hour regulation, al11cnùluellt of thp 
United States cOll::-;titution, C01l1}Julsory education, 
and the like. A party constitution \\ra
 fOl'lned. ... 
 
state central COllllllittee ,vas farIlled, \vith fiyc lllelU- 
LeI's frolH each senatorial district, and one reprc
enta- 
tive frolH each trades union. 1\Jter haying denounced 
the National Labor Party, the convention adjourned 
on January 25th. 
N ot\vithstandillg the la-\v's arrests, and the \ igilant 
attitude of the cOlnUluuity, the historic sand-lot still 
breathed loud threatcnings. One SUIHlay Kcarney 
proùucec.l a coil of rope ,vith a noose at one end, de- 
clarinc)" that to Le the lle\V ufl\vrittcn platforlll of tIle 
}Xtrty,Obr ,vhich shoulJ L
 ulea
ureJ al.1 ?ffi('ials if
 the 
country ,vho Letrayeù theIr t
ust. .A Ju]nt CUllllllltt:t' 
'vas sent by the legislature to 11lvestlgatc .tlH
 trouLle 111 
San Francisco. rrhe 111embers began then' labors Fel)- 
ruary 2d, attended a sand-lot 1l1ceting at I
earncy's re- 
quest, and found nothing illegal in the 
onle\\T--.h3
 ?ub- 
tiued tirades of the leader against the cunduct ot officIals, 
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apitalists, bankers, and politicians, nor in the resolu- 
tion that the Chinese IDust be lnacle to go, peaceably or 
foreibly. The testimony taken at subsequent sessions 
froll1 officials and civilians declared that incendiary 
language had been used every night, that Kearney 
had urged his folIo"\\Ters to arID, that t,vo nÜlitary com- 
panies did already exist, and that the authorities \vere 
nbIigeJ to take precautionary measures against a lllove- 
lL1ent \vhich kept the city in continual alarm, pre- 
ventell Lusiness, and C08t the lTIunicipality nluch 
Inoney. Captain Lees, of the police departn1ent, be- 
lieveJ. the agitators in earnest, since they so faith- 
fully attended the Ineet1ngs, regardless of ,vind anù 
rain. I{earlley had proposed to lead them a.gainst 
the China stean1ers; and he certainly could do what- 
ever he pleased ,vith theIn, for they feared hinl. The 
incendiary acts protected the \vorkingmen as ,veIl as 
others, and interfered \vith no peaceable citizen. The 
I
earneyite ,vitnesses scouted the idea of endangering 
the peace of the city, and asked their accusers to 
roint out a single aggressiye act cOInn1Ìtted by then1. 
.J udge Ferral took the same view, and declared that 
the \vorkinglllen had been 11lerely blustering; the po- 
lice had created a just discontent by their severity; 
rumors were current that the leaders \vould have been 
llanged by a lllob if they had not been arrestcd. 
)Iarch 11th the connnittee presented its report to the 
assembly, sho,ving that tho adherents of the \vorking- 
111en's party had not been engaged in the July riots 
of the year before, and that no overt act could be 
proved against theIn, although the language appeared 
of an incendiary character, if interpreted without re-:- 
gard to surrounding circumstances. It condemned 
the police for uIl\varrantable roughness in disporsing 
Ineetings. The passage of the riot bill by the asseru- 
bly had been ill-timed, and it should be repealed, since 
the code provided for its clauses. The Chinese ele- 
lllent ,vas declared to he a curse, and suggestions \vere 
Clade for devising speedy nleans to giye ÐIllploynlcnt 
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to ,,
hite lllen on public ,yorks. 'This indorselnellt of 
their conduct ,yas a great triUll1ph for the \vorking- 
Inen, soon to be fo]lo\veù by several othtr
. 
During the second ,veck in February, the three 
leaders visited Santa Clara county to influence the 
election of stat8 senator and assenlblYlnan, and to or- 
ganize clubs. The result \vas not as they had hoped; 
but the election ,vas so closely contesteJ that there 
,vas every reason to be satisfied \yith the progress of 
the party. Soon after, in 1íarch
 can1e the lnunicipal 
elections of Oakland and Sacraluento, \"hcreat the 
\vorkingmen gained the victory for several of their 
candidates. The entire press no\v caIne for\vard to 
rccognize their organization as one of the great parties 
of the state, and, to laud Kearney as a shre\vd politi- 
cian. The subtle influence of railroad lnoney "
as 
ll<nv apparent in this cruùe lun1p of hunlanity, fUrll1ed 
for the purpose, among other things, of exterll1Ìnating 
the 1110nopolists who were now becollling their Blaster 
. 
It ,vas like","ise stated that the bonanza bank flUlE! 
the arch-agitator a few pieces occasionally froln it
 
vaults. On his return froB1 Sacran1cnto, I{earncy 
received an ovation, being lnarched in triumph through 
the streets of San Franciscu by an escort of over 7,000 
111cn. An attell1pt of the legislature to pass a bill for 
the sale of the Spring Valley ,\T ateI' \V ork::, to San 
Francisco, for fifteen 111illions of dollars, created a 
unaninlous outcry in the city, and on ::\Iarch 1 Gth a 
lueeting of property holders ,vas called to denounce 
the 
chen1e. Upon the scene ,vith a large escort 
appean.xl the agitator, anlI proceeded to take a place 
on the platforul. .A proll1Ìllcllt citizen l'CulÌllùeJ hill} 
that he had not Leell in vitcJ, Lut }{earlley insisted on 
his right, as the representative of the workingu1cn, tJ 
share in the deliberation, and ca
ling for a sllu',", of 
hands aIllong his adherents, he ,vithout further cere- 
mony declared hÏ111sclf elected chairlnan. .L
S such h
' 
carr
ed lnatters "\vith a high hand, obliged his cnctny 
of the .Jlorn ing Call to hUluLle himself, tore up the 
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list of representatire 111en ,yho had been proposed as 
a COllllnittee on the question, .and forIlled another list 
of nalllCS suggested chiefly by hin1self and his follovvers. 
Finally, he refused to allü'Y State Senator X uuan to 
speak, on the ground that he ,vas a politician, and 
during the confusion \v hich ensued in consequellce, a 
friend of Nunan pushed Kearney off the platfornl, Lut 
his follo\yers caUle to the rescue and replaced hilll, not 
,vithout SOIne trouble, \vhich involved the destruction 
of furniture and heads. The result of the lneeting 
,vas the passage of resolutions instructing the city 
representatives in the legislature to vote against the 
bill, and the appointulent of a conunittee, ,vhich de- 
spatched six deputies to Sacra1nento to lay the resolu- 
tions Defore the governor and legislature. 
At the close of ::\1: arch , Kearney introduced a ne,v 
clClllent in his speeches. It had already Leen stated 
at a ,vard club llleeting that the leader ,vas opposed 
to Alnericans in the party, \vhereupon one of the 
speakers suggested, ,vith great liberality of spirit, 
that all should receive an equal chance. That the 
eharge ,vas not ,vithout foundation appeared fron1 a 

peech \\
hich Kearney delivered before the Gerlnan 
club at the close of the nlonth, and wherein he used 
the following \vords: "Pixley said to lue that the nar- 
l'o,v-faced Yankees in California \vould clean us out, 
but I just ,viRh they would try it. I ,voulJ dri'Te 
thenl into the sea or die." If the vigila.nts, he added, 
took one step to Lreak up the workingn}en's party, 
San Francisco, ,vith its ,vooden structures, should 
lueet the fate of Mosco,v. The COl1nnents evoked by 
these rcnlarkB were severe and ,,"'ell-dpserved, particu- 
larly tho J\Ios(,(HV siu1ile, and several clubs hastened to 
disa VO,y any syn1pathy there,vith; but a lllore forilli- 
dable reprilnand c::une frol11 Archbishop AlcHH1uy of 
San Francisco, in the forl11 of a circular, dated April 
5th, and addressed to the priests for announcernont to 
the congregations. It \varned the people against the 
evil of seditious talk and a
sociation, admoni
hing and 
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even requiring everyone to discountenance and rt'luain 
a\vay frolH incendiary nleetinO's. Sonlc of the fathers 
took occasion to ilnpress the pastoral on the nlinds of 
the Hock by earnest appeals, and predictions ,ycre freely 
uttered that Kearney \vould fiud his foIlo,ve1:'s dilllinish 
in consequence. The leader took up the gauntlet at 
once, and declared that althouO'h his fan1Ïlr belono'ed 
oJ J oJ 
to the catholic church, and he ,,,"as trailletl therein, he 
would allü\v none of its nlillisters to interfere ,vith the 
political rights of the people. He called upou the 
'YOnlen to advise pastors to attend to their O\Vll affairs, 
and even denounced the archLisho l ) for alhnyillo' hiln- 
...., 
self to bccolne the tool of coolie protc('tor
. J{csolu- 
tions \vere passed that the party recognized no distinc- 
tion of religious creeds, but united on one rule of faith 
alone; that resistance to tyranny is obedien
e to God. 
Interference of the church in political rights ,vas de- 
clared sedition unJer the United States constitution. 
All \vere elljoined to aid the patriotic cause oftllc party. 
Several ,yard clubs passed sinlÍlar resolutions, alltl one 
even sent a cOlllll1ittee to the archbishop to rC<luest an 
explanation, but received froin the reprc'scntati \?e of 
the prelate luerely an exhortation to olH.\Y the legal 
authorities, and a hint to cbange the leader6. 
The question \vhich had no,,' Lecolllc an-absorbing 
anlong political parties in the state ,vas the appl'o
ch- 
ino' elcction of delecratcs to fralne a ne,,? cun
tltutIon. 
o 0 r I . . 
The defects of the con
titution of 1849, nlade lor ( If- 
ferent tilnes and circul11stanceH, had heconlc g'(\u(\rally 
apparent. In San Francisco it ,vas the opinion that 
specialleO'islation shoulJ be Blore restrictclI, for it ,vas 
a notice
Lle fact that leo'islaturcs of states, "pith 
o 
sino'le ]aro'e cities to l11allage, haye, as a ruIl\ Lecn 
oJ 
 ] ) . I 1 . I 
tE'lnpted to plunder then!. ")CSI( eH t 10 1)lauy SpCl'lèl 
illlperfection
 of the code, a l1HtSS of uscIC'ss la\\Y
 and 
alnen d lnents had been accunlulatiu()' 'v hich Heeded 
., 
,vee d in g Durino- the le<ri
latiYe session of 187:3-4 
" . ð ..., 
particularly, a large llulnhcl' of anlcndlneuts ,v('l'e pro- 
posed. The Blatter ,,,as referred to the nc"\t lcgïsla- 
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ture, ho\vever, \vhich passed an act, approved April 
3, 1876, reconllnending the electors to vote at the first 
general election thereafter on the question of calling 
a conven tion to remodel the constitution. This elec- 
tion took place Septelnber 5, 1877, \vhen a smalllna- 
jority decided that a convention should be held. On 
1Iarch 30, 1878, an act was approved, regulating the 
fornlation and duties of this body, \vhich ,vas to be 
COIn posed of 152 delegates, who \,,"ere to be elected on 
the third \Vednesday in June. Their cOlnpensation 
\vas fixed at the saIne per dieln and nlileage as those 
of the legislative Inenlbers, for a terlTI of not exceed- 
ing one hundred days. The new constitution nlust 
be subn1Ïtted to the people at a special election to be 
held on the first \Vednesday in 1\1:ay 1879. 
The \yorkinglnen \vere fully alive to the fact that 
this \vas their opportunity for obtaining the rcfornls 
they had been so loudly denlanding, and a deternlÎna- 
tion oecanlo apparent that they intended to use every 
effort to secure thein. Nor did the \vard presidents, 
111e111 bers of COlTInlÎttees, and other officials of the party 
lag behind in this nlovenlent; but their zeal ,,
as 
evidently ill1pelleù by other induceUlellts besides honor 
and patriotislU, nanlely, greed of office, with its pay 
and other prospectiye advantages. The ailn of the 
nlajority ,va8 therefore to secure non1Ïnation on the 
ticket; but Kearney \vas not ,yilling to let the party 
so successfully organized by hilll Le lllade a cat's-pa,v 
for the advancenlent of personal interests, particularly 
since the scheiners had Lecollle so absorbed in their 
various plans as to care little for the leader. The 
ailll of the party \vas reforl11, and this ,vas Hot likely 
to be proilloted by the entry of office-seekers ,vbose 
nomination would disgust the people, and 'v hose 
election \vas surt
 to retard the ol
ects of the 1110Ve- 
lllent and cr0ate a split, all to the prejudice of King 
Kearney. Which is the greater, the ruler or the 
111aker of rulers? Kearney sa,v no inducenlcllt to 
surrentler his present po::;ition for any office in the gift 
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of the party; and finding that he could not in any case 
expect to control the convention, he resolved to Inain- 
tain the character of a disinterested chalnpion, and 
th\vart the plans of the sub-leaders, \vho had Lecolne 
disaffected and \vere seeking to underll1Îne hinl. In- 
deed, a coup was necessary for his o\vn sake aq \vell 
as for the party. He accordingly caused a resolution 
to be passed at a n1eeting of his adherents, declaring 
that no offieer of a \vorkincqnen's orO'allization should 
;-, 0 
be elected to any political office in the gift of the pal't\
. 
This fell like a bOlub-shell anlong the leaders; and ; t 
the lllceting of the state central cOllunittee, April 2Gth, 
Secretary Knight Legan a severe attack on the Cæ- 
SariSll1 fostered by the Open Letter, !{earney's organ, 
and on the policy \vhich sought to displace t".o thou- 
sand able and tried officers, \v ho had labored for th 0 
advanceulent of the party, to let a pack of ignoranluses 
reap the benefit of their ,york, and to elect dolts to 
fraBle laws for the state. The result \vould be a sec- 
ond Runlp Parlialllent, held up to the scorn and de- 
rision of the country. Kearney replied in scathing 
terlHs, reviewing Knight's career as a loafer and 10". 
scribe \v hOIH he had raised froll1 the gutter. He also 
attacked other prolninent lllelnber
, and created a tur- 
Inoil, durin cr \vhich every person charged eycryother 
per
on \vitl
corruption. Finding hinu
elf outIullnbcrcd 
in the con1Inittee, J{earney brought tho ca:-;c Lefnre the 
sand-Jot IlleetinO', and declared that he \vould never 
atlo,v corrupt nl
n of conventions to ru
h in for spoils, 
destroy the ainls of the party, and lcayc the peoplc 
\vitho
t a voice. Knight 11laintaincd that a statl
 con- 
vention ,vas the proper Lody to consider tIlc proposed 
challO'c in the constitution of the party; Lut the l11cet- 
ino' 
ustained Kearney's rcsolution ahnost to a BUlB, 
The county COllllnittee l))ct the sallIe lllorning-, ...\.pril 
28th condclnned Kearney, and declared tl1at they 
\voul
l not be ruled hy one nlan. 
rhc docision of the 
sand-lot IneetiuO' had its effect, ho\veycr; for althou.
h 
the stato central couuuittec continued to l)e turbulent, 
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the resignation of Kearney, called for Ly Knight, and 
tendered Ly Kearncy hiInself, was not accepted. This 
body thereupon issued a proclalnation, signed by 
Kearney and l{night, calling upon all persons to f,Up- 
port the party at the forthcon1Ïng general election in 
its endeavors to so anlend the constitution that the 
Chinese should go; land Iuonopoly cease; the rich be 
taxed as closely as the poor; the children of the state 
be cared for; Inalefeasance in office be punished in the 
penitentiary; econolllY should guide all public affairs; 
and other needfulla,vs be passed to restrict aU-absorb- 
ing wealth. It also called on the \vorkingmen to elect 
delegates to a county convention, and propose naines 
for lloillination to the constitutional convention. The 
delegates ,vere to meet May loth to nlake nODlina- 
tions for the county, and to elect delegates to a state 
convention, ,vhich had on the 1Gth of 
fay to join the 
delegates fronl the congressional districts in l101ninat- 
ing the eight candidates for the state at large to the 
constitutional convention. Each club ,vould receive 
one delegate for the state convention, or one for every 
hundred lllenlbers, and each county three delegates 
for every state assenlblynlan allowed to it. The prin- 
ciples of the Sacranlento section of the party ,vere 
1110re defined, proposing to regulate taxes, railroads, 
office-holders, justice, and Inake the eillploying of Chi- 
nese arriving after 1879 a Inisdeilleanor. 
On }\tray 1st the county C0I11111ittee, the executive 
COllllllittee, and the presidents of the clubs held a 
llleeting vvherein Kearney ,vas condemned for aSSUlll- 
j 
lg too luuch power; Lut no further action could be 
agreed on, and the Inajority of the club officers re- 
turned at once to their allegiance, sustaining the 
lcader, while others rejoined the fold gradually. On 
:;.Iay 4th Kearney called a 111eeting of the ward presi- 
dents, seven of ,vhon1 rcsponded, and resolutions ,vere 
adopted excluding all officers of C01111nittees, clubs, 
or trades unions frOIl1 n0111ination to any office in tho 
state ill the gift of the party, and forbitlding thClll to 
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resign ill order to accept 110n1inatioll; Lut aU candi- 
dates for buch office 111ust be selected frol11 the ranks 
of the clubs, unions, and associations. A plan of organi- 
zation and goverlllnent of the party, in sixteen articles, 
,yas also di
cusscd and adopted, the Inaill pl'illciples 
Lcing: 1st, the calling h01118 of the county conllnittec; 
:3d, that each ,yard 111ake its o,vn non1Ïnations by 
direct vote of the people; 1 
th, that the cluLs in the 
sallle ,yard cOinbine in 111ass-u1ceting for that purpose; 
15th, the final ratification of candidates to take place 
at the sand-lot. 
On the follo,ving day l{earney cro,vned his triulllph 
by procuriug the dislnissal of Knight as secretary of 
the party, H. :\1. 1\loore boing appointed to his place. 
The county con1mittee, \",hich Kearney had ùi
soIYed, 
lllet ,vith a liulited attendance, and retaliated by de- 
nouncing the leader, severing all connection ".ith &'hilu, 
and calling upon all loyal clubs to rally to their aiù. 

Iinorities in clubs of divided partisanship ,vere ad- 
yised to form independent associations. On ::\Iay Gth 
the anti-I{earney 111elnbers of the executive conllllittee 
deposed I{earney froln the position of president of 
the party, and chairnlan of the COllllllittee, and elected 
as chairlnan of the state central COlllll1ittee F. Roney, 
a 1110ulller froln the north of Ireland, and president of 
the eighth \yard club. The title of president of the 
party ,vas ignored. An address ,vas thereupon i
sucd 
to the electors, signed hy ]{ùney as chairlnan, and Ly 
Knight as secretary, giving as the reasons for Kear- 
ney's deposition that his manner ,yas dictatorial, that 
he accused all of treason 'v ho differed frolH hilH, 
deelari}}g the officers of the party to Le traitors 
and schen1ers; that grave charges had Leen Inade 
against his honor and integrity; and that his lan- 
guage and conduct indicated a O di
ordered lllind. 
In accordance ,vith a call fron1 this central cOlllnlittee, 
the county cOllllnittee united Oll the follo,villg day to 
SUIlll11011 a county convention of loyal club
, f( >>1' the 
purpose of electing delegates to the state cOJlycntion. 
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Iean\vhile a joint cOlnnlittee nlet to investigate the 
charges against the deposed leader. Sustained by the 
l11ajority of the clubs, Kearney toök no notice of his 
adyersaries, but appointed 11len to fill the places of in- 
in1Ïcal Illelllbers on the executive con1nlittee, and is- 
sued an address announcing this act, and urging the 
clubs to elect delegates for the state convention of 
the 16th, to ,vhich he ,vould subnlit the question as 
to \vho \vas the legitinlate president, and ,vhich the 
rightful executive cOllunittee. He also forIned a pro- 
visional county cOlllnlittee. On lVIay 8th the allti- 
ICearney faction held a nlass-Ineeting, but the Kear- 
neyites attended in such force as to outnuID ber theIll. 
ICnight, the leading speaker, could scarcely lllake hinl- 
self heard an1id the hisses \vhich sought to dro,vn 
eyery anti-Kearney sentiluent, and the deafening ap- 
plause that hailed every reference to the leader. 
Kearney arrived during the session., but was refused 
adll1ittance, and ,,
hen his friends tried to force an en- 
trance, they Inet ,vi th a n10st detern1Ïned resistance, 
it being intiluated that Kearney ,vould have been shot 
if he had persevered. Fully half of the assembly 
thereupon left the hall, to attend the lneeting \vhich 
Kearney fornled outsiùe, but the police objected to the 
obstruction, and used rather severe n1casurcs in dis- 
persing the cro\vd. For this the sergeant in COlllnUtnd 
,vas soon after suspended, at the pressing instance of 
I(earney. 
T\vo days later the Kearneyites \vere convened at 
Charter Oak Hall, the headquarters for the election 
calnpaign, \vith an attendance of 14 club presidents, 
viz.: of\vards No.2, 4, G, 7, 8, 1st branch; 9, 2d Lranch; 
10, 11, branches 1, 2, 4; and 12, and of the Scandina- 
yian, French, and Spanish cluLs. ..A fc\v others ,vere 
absent because it ,vas club-night. The ol)jcct of the 
gathering ,vas to forul a plan for the cOIning calnpaign; 
and it ,vas decided that the ,yard presiJcnts should 
fortH a county cOllllnittee ,vith clerical duties only, for 
t1::e ,yards should control the body. Each l11Cl11 Ler of 
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the party 111Ust subscribe five cents for call1paign ex... 
penses. The city 
lubs ,vould send sixty delegates to 
the state convention for the 16th, or three for eyery 
assemblyman frolH the city, the forpÎgn cluh
 heiug 
allo\ved t\VO delegates each. T\vo dar
 aftcr\vard the 
club presidents issued an address to'the people, enu- 
merating in a rather s\vecping Glanner the evils \vhich 
the party proposed to ren1p.dy, condelnning the schemes 
of office-seekers, repudiating the anti-I{carne.v faction 
as corrupt, and recognizing Kearney as president., and 
as the nlodern patriot-poor, plain, unassun1Îng, and 
unselfish. On the day nauled both parties resorted to 
tactics \vhereby to ,vin over the country delegates, and 
'Vellock caIne to blo\vs with an anti-Kearneyite. Tho 
country lllcinbers determIned before deciding to hear 
the argulnents of the respective factions, each of \vhich 
appointed three speakers for the purpose. The first 
vote resulted in twenty for Kearney, ten for Roney, 
and nine against both, a fe\v arriving too Jate to caBt 
their ballot; Lut finally all except nine joined I(earney, 
representing ten counties. Several other counties 
\vere in synlpathy with the leader, although no dele- 
gates llad been sent, and a fe\v non-official llleinbers 
f rUIn such counties \vere therefore adlnitted as delegatcs 
Besides these Inen, 53 out of the GO city delegates at- 
tended the I(earney convention, of \vhich this leader 
\vas chosen president, and three country JlICIl1 her
 yice- 
presidents. Ajoint resolution ,vas passed, ackno\"lcJg- 
ÎnO' "in Kearney an organizer ".orthy to rank 
llnong 
th
 great organizers of history," and descrying their 
confidence. The officers of thp party ,vere rl'ëlectcd, 
Kearney as president, '\Vellock as vice-president, recciv- 
inO' also the title of state lecturer and organizpr, and }{. 
1r
 l\Ioore as O'eneral secretary. .L\t the sc
si()ll of the 
followina da

 the resolution on the non-eligihility of 

 J J 
officers for llolninations \va
 cOllfirlned; but an aIDen - 
ment ,vas introduced declaring any Juan in sYlllpathy 
,vith the party as eligible for election to the constitu- 
tional convention. 
 one of the resolution
 creatcd 
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particular eOllllnent anlong the press, except one de- 
Inanding that allla\vs should be ratified by the people, 
,vhich \\"as declared to be conullunistic, and subversive 
of political order. 
()n the folIo,ving day the convention proposed nom- 
inees for the constitutional convention, l{earney de- 
claring that Illen should be selected only for ability 
and integrity, and be taken from an classes, fr(Hn hod- 
carriers and carpenters to doctors and la\vyers, \vhose 
character should 1e subjected to the closest scrutiny 
at the sand-lot. He added that the J\Ic's 3J1Ll O's 
should be excluded as llluch as possible, but this ,vas 
probably a Inere phrase. A nOlnination of hilnself 
,vas prolllptly declined. The Socialistic W orkingnlen's 
Party of the United States, ,vith a clainl of one hun- 
dred thousand voters, ,vas recognized as a kindred 
association. The design adopted for a vignette on the 
,vorkillgnlen's ticket consisted of a huge boot kicking 
a Chinan1an into the Pacific Ocean, surlnounted by the 
inscription, "The Chinese must go." A constitution 
,vas then adopted. The convention adjourned on )fay 
19th, and shortly after \VeHock started northward 011 
a brief tour to lecture and to organiz8 clubs. The 
reillaining ,vork of the convention \vas assuLned on the 
21st, by the first congre
sional district convention, 
\vhich adopted a resolution in favor of a purely secu- 
lar systeul of puLlic schools, and the non-interference 
of the church in affairs of state. Rules ,vere also laid 
do\vn to govern the nOlnination of candidates. This 
convention adjourned 011 May 27th, after having norn- 
Ínated the eight delegates for the state at large to 
the constitutional convention, the nOlninees being pre- 
sented to the n1ass-u1eeting June 12th, and COnfirll1ed. 
The \vorkinglnell's county convention at SaCralllento 
adopted the Kearney platfornl, and norninateJ candi- 
dates on the 2
d of J\Iay. The a.nti-Kearney faction, 
alBo kno\vn as the county convention party, opened 
their state convention on the saDle day 3,S their oppo- 
nents, with fifty city anù nine county delegates; the lat- 
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tsr .being all frolll S
nonH1 

unt.r, and 'v ith Secretary 
I
n
ght as the Iea(hng Splrlt, although l{oney ,va.-5 
chalrlnau. The proposition to eX('nlpt frolH taxati,)
l 
pr()pert
 of less 
alue than 
l,OOO savured too strongly 
of a desIre to shIft the burden of sustaining the gO\'- 
ernIllent to the shoulders uf the \l'ealthy; and yet 
the non-tax-payers claill1cd full voice in deterll1Ïlli
lg' 
the course of the adnlillistration. In tltis and seYer
d 
other respects the anti-ICearneyites "'ere f'ûrtainl-\- 
1110re radically socialistic than the other faction, prol;- 
abl y "rith a vie\v of strenathenina their cause aU1on o ' 
ð 0 0 
the ex.trelIle adherents of the party, ,,,ho ,vere sup- 
posed to be Kearney's chief point d'appui. Tl}(\\- 
nevertheless rejected an offer froll1 the national lab(
r 
party convention to join ,vith theul and the llatioll
J 
union party in non1Îllating delegates so as to s\vee
) 
the field, and that body fdrined its O\V11 ticket early ia 
June. 
As I have said, the ,vorkingnlcn':-; Ul0veillcllt haJ 
ever since the Alau1eda election cOlllUntnde<l the re- 
spect of politicians seeking office. ..A,t the late gell- 
eral election, the deIllocrats had scorcd a trilHl1phalJt 
lnajority, but no,v, \vithin a fe\v 11lonths, the ,,'orking- 
11len had at several local elections turned the table:-; 
upon thenl by a.n ahllost COLD plete reversal of the 
votes; and it ,vas ,veIl understood that the adheren t.; 
of the ne,v party in San Franci6co ,vcre eJra\vn chiefly 
frolH the delnocrats. As the ,Tune election approached, 
the latter Lecan1C convinced that their chall('t}
 'Yen\ 
hopeless; nor could the repuLlican-.; expect 
ue('e:-\:-; 
unless they Hhould seize on tl
is opportullo spli
.. in 
ht} 
opposition rank to court publIc fay or by a H10lhfica.t!O;l 
of their course. It \vas evident that l)oth parties IH1{ I 
f
tiled to retain public confiùcncè, and that the lll'\\- 
body rising upon their 
h()ulde

) ,va
 gaininB" fayol'. b,\- 
its enero'etic reforul scheUlCS. ] jut It ,vas 
tdl Ulltl'le 1, 
and suspicions of its cOlllLllunistic teullencies recei \ ed 
support froll1 the incenùiary la1l 6 uag:è of .the leadL'r:", 
froln certain platfornl clauses, and trom It::; ackno,rl- 
Pop, TRIß" VOL, II, 47 
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edglnent of the socialistic \vorkingrllcn's party. Tn 
the larger to\vns, \vith a nUlnerous class of laborer...; 
and persons \v ho were bound to the state by no solid 
ties I;f property, \vho had nothing to lose Ly extrelne 
reforln, there \vas every prOHpect for the success of 
this party. To the slnall property holders also, on 
\yhOJll the increasing taxation \vas pressing w.ith great 
,veight, the proluises of reforlll held out by I{carney 
outweighed any possible danger frOlll Inob rule. The 
preceding hard years had been felt by all classes, and 
were supposed to have created a general disposition 
for a change; but this year the harvest prospects \vere 
1l10st flattering, and tended to spread a marked hope- 
fulness, particularly anlong the farlner::;, the 11lost COIl- 
scryati ve of people. The intelligence of the farlHing 
comulunity ,vas, besides, too advanced to be influenced 
by shallo\v reasoners of the Kearney stanlp, \vho hooted 
do\vn \vhateyer they did not approve. It \vas under- 
stood ho\v rabid and ill-tiuled ,vas the cry against 
capital, by \vhich alone the resources of the country 
could be developed. The ascendancy \vas feared of a 
IllOb guided by incendiary agitation \vhich had, clearly 
enough, done much to prornote stagnancy in business, 
and check the Ïlnlnio-ration of a desirable class. The 
o 
proposal of the Kearneyites to select delegates for the 
constitutional convention as 111uch as possible froln 
their o\vn ranks, froIl1 blacksll1Ïths, hod-carriers, plough- 
1118n, and draymen, as Kearney had stated, could 
never prove acceptable to the better class of Ineu. In 
fran1Ïng a constitution, there \Ya
 no harnl in having 
all grade
 of society represented, but it required states- 
l11eIl to fratne Alnerican state constitutions; the task 
,Y<1S too great to be intrustclI to an ignorant Irish 
rabble, even though that rabble SOllletin1es paraded 
the streets a
 a great political party. It re(luired 
experienced, philo8ophic, thoughtful luiuds, \veIl 
trained in history, la \V, and econolnic sciences, and 
guided by COllll110n sell
e, patriotisln, anJ honor-i a 
sho
''t, able and honestjul'ists. The first constitutional 
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COllyention of 1849 ,vas forlned ,vhen the country \vas 
in a chaotic condition; nevertheless, the l11e11 COlllpOS- 
iug it did honor to California. 
It Legan to be generally adlnitted that in fornlÎng 
a constitution, the gravest act in the hi
tory of a Rtate, 
on \vhich depended the future \velfare of a great people, 
partisan spirit should be set aside. A ticket uu{ler 
a non-partisan designation had, accordingly, a good 
prospect, and this the dernocrats and rcpublican
 ,vere 
not slo\v in perceiving. The forlner ,vere a,varc that 
their only chance of 111aintaining theuu;elves in the 
field lay in an alliance against the COn11110n enen1Y, the 
ICearneyites, and pronounced denlocrats ,yere in favor 
of such a Inovelllent, \vhile old radicals had been 
sounded and found wining. A coalition had been 
l1looted already before the adjournulcnt of the legisla- 
ture, but the prolnoters 'Yere accused of being in tho 
interest of 1110nopolists, and it ,vas relnarked that 
certain democratic railroad opponents ,vere excluded 
frol11 the conference on the subject, ,vhile the railroad 
orga,lIS \"ere strenuously advocating- it. This feature 
had probaLly sOlnething t.o do ,vith thc nOll-agrcelllent 
of the state central committees of the t\VO parties at 
their llleeting on the 2-1 th of ApriL 
Another attclupt at a fusion \vas Blade by the repuh- 
lican state central COllllllittee, ,vhich took the forBl 
of an appeal, signed by over 1, :200 San 
-'ranci
co 
nanles, calling on t\venty-five "
ell-kn()\vn and leading 
citizens-thirteen republicans and t\yclve denlocrats- 
to Ineet on the 8th of l\Iay to prepare a nOll-parti
all 
ticket for the first congre
sional district that 811oull1 
Ineet public approval. 
rhey responded, forillcd a 
non-partisan convention, nod issueJ their addre
s OIL 
the 24th, together \vith the nailles of the candidates, 
five of ".hOln had been allottcll to the ,vorkillgnlcn. 
A previous attelupt to ,,,in over this class, \vhen this 
convention llonlÏnated as deleo'ates tho presidcnt, yice- 
o . f 
president, and a nlClnLcr of the executi,'e COll111uttee 0 
the trades and labor uniun, resulted in a re::;olutioll of the 
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un ion that no nlelIl bel' of its representative assenJ hI v 
bhould accept non1Înation to office. A cOlnInunicatio
l 
fron1 the colored voters to the non-partisans, asking 
for representation, was laid on the table. I(carnc)
 
had tried early in 1878 to organize a colored ,vorking- 
J1len'S club, but failed. The desire to foriH a separate 
club for colored ll1en \vas significant in itself, and one 
of them published a letter stating that his race \vas 
\vell a\vare that the majority of the Kearneyites dis- 
liked negroes as much as Chinaillen, and eould not, 
therefore, trust to Kearney. The desire for a non- 
partisan ticket gained strength throughout the coun:- 
try. The republican cOilllllittee :f(Jr the second district, 
on issuing a call, l\Iay 20th, for a district convention, 
invited the deillocratic organizations to send an equal 
numLer of delegates to it. They lllet in Sacran1ento 
in great harniony, and non1Ïnated lTIen frolH the ranks 
of one another. On the 22d the dell10cratic state 
convention nlet, and indorsed the non-partisan course 
of the first, second, and third congressional districts. 
The governor and state officials general
y supported 
the same 1110Yen1ent. 
There ,vas, ho,vever, a large nun1ber of republicans 
and dernocrats ,vho failed to see ill this coalition any- 
thing cl
e than a plot on the part of the other party 
to capture their own adherents, and each body }1rO- 
ceedeù to 11lake separate non1inations. The delnocrats 
nchnitted doing this rather for the purpose of uphold- 
ing their principles than '\vith a.ny hope of success; 
,vhile the republicans, 'v ho still had SOlne prospects, 
ayo\ved that the n1ain object n1ust be to defeat the 
!lon-partisan element, which it declared to be a dC1DO- 
cratic con1bination delivered into the hands of Inonopo- 
lists. The non-partisan organs \vere equally bitter 
ßgainst both of these parties for their persistency in 
separate nominations, ,vhich could not by any pOR
i- 
bility succeeJ, but D1crelyaid in electing the l(earney 
ticket. The Kearney organs used the sallIe argl1- 
luents against the non-parti:::;alls. The issue of plat- 
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DcrOft LibtaJy 
forlllS and final ratification of the denlocratic, repub- 
lican, and non-partisan tickets, at San :Franci::;l'Ü, 
took place on :\Iay 28th, and June Gth and 1 
tl1, 
ì. espectively. The resolutions of the latter body dealt 
clearly anù fairly ,vith the questions of the day, a
}(l 
pr
se?ted aU1ple safeguards against corruption. 
rhe 
prulclples of the other t\yO parties presented }}O 
special points, except a 1110re pronounced resolution 
against n1onopolies and unequal taxation. Besides 
these and the t\VO ,vorkillglnen's tickets, the feeble 
national laLor party, affiliated ,vith the ""orkin

- 
l11cn's party of the United States, ,vas still in the 
field, ,vith its principles of inflation and high pro- 
tection, and ,,
ith a ticket conlposed of selections frol11 
all of the other parties, only a fe\v 11e\V nalnes beillg 
inserted. Ü\ying to the ne\v stringent legislation, 
and the s1l1all value of the scats in the constit.utional 
convention, no 'piece clulJs' had risen to di
grace 
the calnpaign. As J Ulle advanced it ,vas oL
t'rvl.'d 
that lllan)"'" repuLlicans and delnocrats ,,-ere lo,
illg 
heart, and turning to the I{earney and particularly 
tl1e non-partisan sides. As for the Kearne.rites, ,vhat- 
eyer the prospects ,vere in San :b-'l'anciscu, their eau
e 
,vas evidently ,veakening in Sacralnento antI San 
Joaquin, t\yO of the three interior strongholds, auò in 
lilany other counties their organization ,vas not cffcet- 
Í\-e enough to afford great hope
. 
\.s the day fur 
tbe election approached, the contest had narro,ycd 
do,vn in 1l10st of the counties to the non-pa.rtisan antI 
ICearncy elelnellts, of ,vhose cOlllposition and rclatiye 
value the county tickets for San :h'ranci
co Inay affoI'<l 
::
ll iHustration. Of the 30 IHJn-partisan candiclat0R, 19 
'\'ere Lorn in Alllcri('a, and ten abroad, scyen Leing 
f:"0111 Irelan(l; 
G ,vere tax-payers, and tlnee non-tax- 
pa.yers, and 19 had Leen 011 the state rt
gister for O
.l r 
ten years. The Kearney tickct presented a glarll}.
. 
c8ntrast to this array of old and solid citizcll
, ncarly nll 
of ,ybOIll ,yere closely connected ,vith the interest
 of 
the country. 
inetecll on that ticket \vere foreign l)o1'u, 
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six of \v hon1 were Irish, and six Gerluall, and 15 out of 
the 30 \vere represented as l1on-tax-payers, ,vhile only 
four could be found on the register of 18G8, t\velve being 
registered in 1878. The 111ajority of the candidates, 
therefore, called by this party to fraIllc the organic 
la\vs of the state, ,vere conlparati vf'ly recent citizens, 
scarcely identified ,vith the co lTIlllUnity, and lllore 
fit to clean legislative halls than sit in theln. The 
influence around thenl ,vas, besiJes, revolutionary and 
u
nvhole
onle: On being invited to give their vic\ys 
of the issues, the nlnjority restricted themselves to 
prolnising that they ,voulù seek the expulsion of the 
Cllillese; but a fc,v ,vere rnore expressive, and one 
nalned said he \vould indol'se the platform \vere it a 
thousand tilHes 1110re radical; he ,vas in favor of tax- 
ing hoarded \vealth and pulling do\vn the rich. 
To encourage his fo110,ver8 and terrify their oppo- 
nents, I(earney put forth a procession Saturday night, 
June 15th, ,vherein fully 6,000 joined, including several 
'YOlllen, SOlne of 'v horn personified historic characters. 
TIle usual transpareneies ,,,,ere carried, ,vith lllottoes 
and synllJols directed against the Chinese and 1110- 
nopolists, and pointing out official corruption; but the 
1110St Í1npressive feature ,vas the hUllpS, ,vhich flickered 
[
t the end of sticks frotH nearly every shoulòer. .L\ 
noticeaLle transparency ,vas a representation of l(ear- 
Hey's dray stick, borne on one of the oaken staves 
'v 11ich th e leader haò used on his \vagon. Each ,yard 
carried an announCClnent of the 111ajority ,vhich it 
expected to gain at the election. The effect of the 
dClnonstration ,vas not lOHt on the anti-I{earneyites, 
at least, for quite a nUluber came to indorse their old 
}(\ader, a course follo,ved by the chairlnan and secre- 
t
l y after the election had shown hu\v futile thcir 
(;pposition had Leen. But their sublnission was not 
accepted, a rC'solution being passed ,vhlch decided 
a..
aillst the readn1Îssion into the party of any mernber 
of the revolted county cOll1u1Ïttce. The ,vorkingnlen 
of both parties resolved to depart froll1 the custonl of 
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assessing candidates for canlpaign expenses, ,yhich 
"Tere coyered by voluntary subscriptions, the total cost 
to the Kearney part,,.. Leino' less than $800. 
Despite the fears 
f the 
itizens, the plection proveù 
to Le one of the lllost orderly ever held in the 
country. Conscious of the need for united action, the 
Kearneyites adhered to the cu
tonl of the lo\ver 1'3nk
 
of denlocrats, to vote the straight ticket, in ,yhich aet 
they ,yere encouraged by the wives and dauO'hters of 
leading 111e11 in the party, ,vho lllost zealously peddled 
the anti-Chine
e ticket. Adherents of other parties 
exhibited the 1nore independent action of ,veio'hiua the 
. ð Ö 
11lerJts of candidates for theulselves, and scratching' 
considerably_ 
'rhe non-partisans were still aniluated by the vigi- 
lant spirit \vhich had so lately been brought into play 
agaill
t their present opponents, and ,vere extrclllely 
active, printing a 111illion tickets, and luailing thClll to 
every person in the city a.nd county, at a co
t of l1)()re 
than the total canlpaign expenses of other parties. 
1'heir ticket pe.dlers ,,,ere also out in force a t an 
equally large cost. and it ,vas asserted by opposition 
papers that Inoner ,vas freely used to buy votes; 80 
11luch so, that rUlnor placeù their expE:nJiture at Se\'- 
era] hundred thousand dollars. In San :Fra llcisco 
the two opposition labor parties concentrated on the 
I(earney ticket early in the ùay, and SOllIe ùf>ulocratic 
and republican votes ,vere doubtless intlupnced in it
 
favor Ly the polls bulletins, ,vhich 8ho\yed the gro,,-illg' 
preponJerance of the ICearneyites. 
rhe first lIL\\\'S 
froln the interior \vas of the saIne tenor; so that e\'Cll 
upposition papcrs "TCl'e ,villillg to concede their yiLtory 
throuo'hout. Of cour
e the joy of the ,,-orkingulcn 
,vas 
n bounded for several days, and J{:earney an- 
Bounced that after the rutification of the nc\y l'oll:-;ti- 
tutioll, the governor, tIlo Inayor of San :Franci
('o, nIl(l 
all the judiciary of California ,vould be dcpoRed aucl 
replaced Ly new tuen. \Vhèll the later corrcf'ted re- 
turns caBle in frOIti the polls, the Kearneyitcs \vould 
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not for awhile adnlÏ t their accuracy, and the leader 
of course cried fraud. If the ballot-box has been 
talllpered ,vith, he 
aid, the 111i1itary c0111panies of the 
"
()rkinglnen ,yill "organize a guerilla vvarfare that 
,,,,in "Trench the social systelll froln centre to cirCUlll- 
ference." The nine-Illonths-old party had, ho\vever, 
every reason to be ::;atisfied with the iInportant suc- 
cess achieved in carrying their county ticket in San 

Francisco, by a Inajority of over 5,000 out of a total 
yote of SOlHe 21,000. Thi
: together ,vith the votè:-) 
gainc(l in the interior, gave thenl 51 out of the 152 
delegates at the convention, and con
equently a very 
respectable influence. 
The non-partisans elected 81, the republicans 11, 
the delnocrats 7, and the independents 2, the -first 
llè.uned having accordingly a nlajority of five delegates 
in the convention. Had the saIne thorough organiza- 
tion and zealous campaigning been carried on in the 
interior as in San Francisco, cOlllbined \vitb great8r 
llloùeration in lan0'ua o 'e the result ,vould doubtless 
b b' 
IJa\'Ð been far lnore favorable. As it ,vas, fuByone 
third of the voters did not attend, chiefly o\ving to 
the harvest, the total vote cast in the state being less 
than 
O,OOO. The lo\vest a\
erage vote on the \vork- 
ingu1en's ticket at large \vas 35,193, ,vhile the nOll- 
rartisans received 39,881. 
The body which achieved the victory in San Fran- 
l.isco estilllated its adherents at nearly 15,000, of all 
trades and nationalities, scattered throughout the 
t\velve \vards of the city, each \vith two to eight clubs. 
Clubs could Hot be organized without the approval of 
the other clubs in the ward, and of the central execu- 
tive cOllHnittee, according to a resolution adopted 
J\Iarch G, 1878. Representation had also been ac- 
corJed to luinors, \vith a vic\v of training theln for 
the duties of citizens; and in the t\velfth \vard a club 
,vas fornled in April 1878 of young nlcn Let\veen the 
ages of 16 and 21. Every interior to\vn of note had 
one or Blore clubs, those of Oakland possessing a 
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lnelnber
hip of nearly 
,ooo, and Olle of the clubs at 
Los ,-",
ngeles nun1oer.L'd 400 adherellt
. l'hc \\'ol'king- 
l11en. s p3:r
y had, Lesides, the support of several other 
seull-pohtlcallabor associations. The sociali
tie \vol'k- 
ingluen's party of the United States, \\d1Ïeh clainletl 
100,000 fo]] (HVe rs, had been reco<l'nizcd o\
 Kl'arller. 
..., .l .l' 
and the Gerlnan section in San ]'l'ancisco \vith 500 
, 
Inelnbers, \vas attended Ly Kearneyite leaders. Its 
chief ainls \vere to substitute coöperation for the \yage 
systeln, to overtbro\v lIlonopoly, and lllaintain fl'ee- 
dOlH of speech. The
e vie\vs are identieal \vith tho::;c 
of the international labor union of .Au1criea, organized 
in February 1878, \v hich in its declaration of princi- 
ples condelnned the \vage systelll as òespoti(', as a 
b0ndage, tending to extrelnes of \vealth and po\"erty, 
culture and ignorance. Hence the first refOl'lll Inust 
Le a reduction of the hours of laLor, \vhich \vill in- 
crease \vages, give leisure, enlarge \vants, and prollH>te 
culture. AUlong the chief opponents of Kearlley ill 
his O\\Tn cla
s ,vas the national labor party of Califor- 
nia, which originated in the San Francisco division, 
organized in InidsuuHuer 1877 by De ....
l'cy. It \\yas 
often confounded \vith the Kearueyites, ana had re- 
peatedly to dibaVO\V the connection, denouncing the 
incendiary agitation ,,
hich brought business deprcs- 
sion. It Inet in state convention ,January 18, 18ï8, 
and l )erfected the oI'<Y'anization . , Lut bein<r too \veak 
o 
 
to fo'tand alone, it joined the non-partisans at the ,J une 
election. The clauscs of its platforln atlvocated the 
control of railroads an<.l telegraphs by thc gOVPl'llllleut; 
the lÎ111itation of laud grallt
 to actual Hettler
; the 
cstablishnJent of a gcneral svstClll of irrio'atioll: Co 111- 
a oJ ü 
puh;orv and purely secular eJucatioJl; eight-hour la Lor 
la,v. ;nd sto l ) l )aO'c of Chinèse iUllni<rration. l'his 
';::' 0 
Lody ,vas di,-;tinct frolll the national uni4 HI party, \vhich 
\vas not a \vorking1l1ell'
 a

o("iation, but a purely polit- 
ical body, oI'ganize(1 j\Iay 1..1, i8i8. The Order of 
Caucasians, f()I'lned in April 18ïG, ,,"ith headquart(.l'
 
at Sacra1nento, gained an uuenviable notoriety ill the 
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spring of 1877 for alleged cOlllplicity in the Illassacre 
of Chinanlen at Chico. Its fir
t constitution contained 
several strong anti-Chinese clauses, but the rules \yere 
1l10derated. One clause provided that nlem1ers n1ust 
report vacancie
 in all departnlents of labor, and nalne 
tho
e \vho enlploy Chinanlell. It ,vas opposed to 
Kearney. 
In the spring of 1878 Kearney received invitations 
to visit the east, but the ÎllJpending election required 
his presence in California till July. In this lllonth he 
Blade preparations to respond to the call, and arranged 
a concert, \vhich realized $800 to\vard the expenses of 
the trip. He left San Francisco on July 21st, anÜcl 
the fare\vea cheers of sonle 3,000 adherents, and \va.s 
greeted \vith sinlilar demonstrations at nearly every 

tation 011 the route, particularly in California and 
X evada, despite his declaration that he intended to 
ha ve travelled incognito. The o4iect of his journey 
\vas partly to visit his aged nlother, \vho lived at 
Boston \vith several of her sons, but chiefly to stir up 
the ,vorkingnlen in the eastern states to united action 
against lllonopoly. l\Iany of the eastern press, \v hich 
regarded Kearney as a comnlunist rather than a labor 
agitator, expressed their conterupt for the nIan, and 
apprehensions for the effect of his tirades on the 
laboring classes, \vhich had so lately been in arlllS 
against their elnployers. They had good reasons for 
the feeling, since there can be no douLt that the nine 
Hlontbs' agitation in California, attended by incendiary 
utter
nces and calls to arn18, had kept the lo,\
 elelnents 
of :-;ociety at [eyer heat. State and Illunicipal officers 
had been threatened \vith a:-;sa
sination, the city \vith 
anuihilation Ly s\vord and fire, and propertj: \vith 
confiscation; and this by 111en \vho \vere shielded Ly a 
party clairning SOlne 15,000 111elnbers in San Francisco 
alone. 
I t is worthy of note that the great Ulass of these 
lllen ,vere not Ârnericans, accu
tolned to reason and 
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self-control, but L]u
tel'illn' fOl'ci<J'ners lcd h,-" an Ull- 
..., i:"I , J 
naturalized Eno'lishnlan a reccutl\T arrived lrishrnan 
o , J , 
and sinâlar lo\v, ignorant alien8 ,yho broadly pro- 
clailned their deteru1Ïllation to ùri,-e fr(Hn .L\n}(
l'ica 
another class of foreiu'uers claitnin o ' an equal riuht to 
1 . I . T v v '=' 
Josplta lty. he audacity of it ,va
 exceeded ouly 1),. 
its insolellce. San Francisco ,vas already spoken 
f 
in the east as the' turbulent citv.' and the InCH \yho 
llad helpcJ to lllake it so could/ 
ot be regarded as 
desirable visitors. Pel'hap
 the prcdictions of .:\la- 
caulay, in hib farnous letter on Ålnerican institutions, in 
1857, ,yere before the Inilld
 of the alarlned journali
t3 
,vhen they spoke of Kearney's couling. "
rhe day 
,viII c01l1e," he says, "\vhen in the state of X e,v York 
a lllultitude of people, none of 'v hUlll has had Inore 
than half a breakfast, or expeet
 to have 1l10l'e than 
half a dinner, ,viII choú::;e a legislature. Is it possiL]c 
to ùouht ,\'hat sort of a legislature ,viII be chosen? 
()n the one side a state
lllan preaching patience, rc- 
spect for vested rights, 
trict ob
crvance of public faith. 
Un the other the denulO'()c.yue rantino' about trrann \T 
, V '=' v J J 
of eapitalist
 and usurers, and a
king ,vhy anybody 
shou ld be pern1Ïtted to drink challlpagne and ride ill 
a carriaG'e ,,'hile thousands of honest folks are in \\'aut 
'=' 
of necessaries. '\Vhich of the t\VO candidate
 i
 likél,- 
to Le preferred by a ,vorkinglnan \v ho hears hr" 
chi]dren cry for Inore bread 
 . . . . 
rlH:
rc ,viII })e, I 
fear, spoliation. The spoliation ,viII inerease the di::;- 
tress. 'There is nothing to stop you. l-r our constitu- 
tion iH all ::;ail and no anchor. Either bOIlle Ca
sar 
or N apoleoll ,viII seize the reins of g-overnnlPnt ,,-ith 
a strollg hand, or your republic \vill be as fearfully 
plundered and laid waste by barbarians in the t\ventieth 
century as the ROlnan eillpire \vas in the fifth; ,vith 
this difference, that the IIulls and \T andal::; "7110 n.l\-- 
aO'ec\. the ROlllan elnpire caIne fr01H \vithout, and that 
y
ur H Ull:5 and 'T anùals ,vin ha YO Leen engendered 
,vithill your country by your o,vn in
titutioll
." 
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'Ve n1ay take this for ,vhat it is ,yorth; but it 
requires no Macaulay, or Jonah, or St John to predict 
,vith certainty for this republic, long before the close 
of the t"rcntieth century, disintegration and death, if 
the diseases of demagogy, intellectual prostitution, 
unjust 1110nupoly, and political and sOéial corruption 
be not checked. 
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Aarán, executed, i. 744. 
Abell, Justice, tries Tom the Spaniard, 
i. 631-2, 
ALred, R. 
 slain by Pueblos, i, 735. 
Achíl, execution of, i. 744, 
Ada County Y olunteers, i, 667. 
Adair, Gen,. collector of customs, i, 
6
 4, 
Aùams, arrestet1, i. 372. 
Adams, C" see Inkster, i. 641. 
Aguilar, shot Ly mob, i. 728, 
Aguilar, S" execution of, i, 745. 
Aiken, Dr D" opposes mob, i, 584, 
Alarid, J, 
I., slain by Pueblos, i. 73.3, 
Alaska, tribunals in, i, 630-3. 
Albert, J" escapes Pueblos, i. 740, 
Alcaldes, duties and qualifications, i. 
52-4, 
Alcoty, Father, Cora's imprisonment, 
ii" 233, 
Alcuirín, executed, i, 744, 
Aldrich, D" arrested by Vig, Com" 
ii, 280; eXl)elled state, ii, [j09, .391. 
Alegría, D" maltreated by Hounds, i. 
93, 
Alemany, Archbishop, Casey's impris- 
onment, ii, 
28, 233. 
Aleuts, kill Koloshes, i., 6.30, 
Alexander, F" }mrsues Landitti, i, 
400, 
Alexander, J" killing of, i, 519. 
AlipÚs, A" rescued from jail, i. 61-2. 
Alipás, U" murderer, shot, i. 63--6, 
Allen, A, J" hanging of, i, 718, 
Aren, C, (Yisalia), ll1unler of, i. 473, 
Allen, C, (Idaho), munlcr of, i. 637-9, 
Allen, J" commissioner to Vig, Com., 
ii, 432-,), 
Allen, Major, quells riot, i. 633, 
Almond, 'V, B" judge, i. 107. 
Alsop and Co" threatened by moL, i, 
390-<100, 
Ah-arado, Com andante in Cal., i. 
7 -13-ü, 
Ah-arez, :\1., assaulted, i. 73û-7. 


Alvitre, J. C., hann'ed by mob i. 
563-ü, 0 , 
Alyitre (L, A,), hanged by yigilallts, 
1, 494, 
Anastasio, J" hanging of, i. 478, 
Anderson, B., manages a thief, i. 6:?3. 
Anderson, 'V" vice-prest" rerrulators, 
i. 92, 0 
Andreaftski Fort, taken by natiyes, i. 
630. 
Andrés, José, execution of, i. 744, 
Andrews, 'V, C, B., director police, 
Yig, Com" ii. 113; charged with 
piracy, ii, 502, 
Angel Camp, mob, i, 555. 
Annan 'V, C" on Exec, Com. Vig" i. 
:394, 
Anti-house-thief Association, the, anJ 
its oLject, i. 719, 
Antonio, Indian, shot, i, 744, 
Arajo, J" hanged by mob, i, .375. 
Araujo, }'., lealIeI' of vigilants, i. 64. 
Arballo, I" deli,'ers comrade, i. 62, 
Archambault, P., hanging of, i. 341- 2. 
Anlillero, F" hanged by vigilants, i. 
501-2, 
Argenti, Vig, Com, in, i, 700, 
Argenti, F., with vig, police, i. 33û; 
on EÀec. Com., i, 3!)4, 
ArgUello (L, A,), administration, i. 
744, 
Arias, F" hanged by mob, i, 573. 
Arizona, as a tieltl for roLber
, i. 52; 
pop, trib, in, i. 722-3-1, 
Arizona City, early growth, i. 724, 
Armijo, .M,: defeats Pueblos, i. 733; 
made gOY" i, 7
û, 
Armstrong (Angel Camp), murder of, 
i. 535, 
Armstrong (Bear River), killed hy 
rioters, i. 718. 
Arrentrue, J" see 'Vhittakcr's con. 
fc
sion, i., 34G; inùicteù, i. :174. 
Al'rillab a , José lIe, admini:;tratioll of, 
i. 7.14, 
Arrington, A" King's assassination, 
ii. U3. 
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Arrington, N, 0" on Yig, Com" ii, 73, 
80; 011 Exec, Com" ii. 113; bonds. 
man for Rand, ii. 5D4, 
Arzaga, 1\1., lea{ler of vigilants, i, 64, 
Ashe, R, p" opposes vig, police, ii, 
377-8, 383-5, 403; Terry's trial, ii, 
4D.3, 422, 
Astoria, pop, trib" i, 624, 
.Atanasio, execution of, i. 744-5. 
Auburn, mob, i, 562, 
Auburn (Or,), mob in, i. 630-3. 
Aurora, Citizens' Protective Union, i. 
6J2; crime, i. 6D3-9, 
Australia, Vig. Com. in, i. 19-20. 


B 


Backus, R" in San Quentin, ii. 103, 
27ß. 
Badger, J. B., on Vig, Com" ii, 531. 
l3adillo, F" executed by mob, i, 482, 
}
aggs, C, S" on pop, trib" i, ü78. 
Dagley, J, \V" mention, ii, 33, 38; 
arrest and exile, ii. 272, 348, 528. 
Eaker (
\.rizona), murder of, i. 726, 
Baker (Brown Bar), killed, i, 163. 
Eaker & Co., merchants, ii, 80, 
Baker, C, l(" killed by banditti, i. 
4û!), 
Baker, E, D" guards jail, ii, 200; 
Bcnicia confp-rence, ii. 30G; opposes 
Vig, Com., ii, 325, 
Baker, :F" Vig, Com" ii, 531. 
]
aker, G" hanged by mob, i. 166. 
Bakersfield, mob, i, 47:3, 56!), 
Baldwin, G" killing of, i. 426-8. 
Ball (S. F,), maltreated, i, 34D, 
Dall, C" member 
larysville vigilants, 
i. 454, 
Ball, S., member vigilants, i. 682. 
Ballard, Gov,( Idaho), i. 671. 
Ballot-box, stuffing, ii. 1-21; plans to 
protect, ii. ü40--4, 
Baltasar, execution of, i. 744. 
I:aratié, murder of, i. 487. 
Darclay, J., hanged by mob, i. 548-53, 
Barclay, :Martha, Smith's death, i. 
547-!.), 
ral'ker, on Expc, Vig, Com" i, 4.H. 
Barlow, counsel for Truett, ii, 612. 
:Darnard, E., hangc(l, i. 717, 
] 'arnhart, C"munlerer, hanged, i, 566, 
J:arry, D, \V" on vig, police, ii. 377-0. 
J'arry, p" couns(C'1 for Houn(ls, i. 100, 
J3arton, J, R., sheriff, killed lJY hau- 
ditti, i, 4
)f)-500, 
Ðaston de j usticia, staff of justice, i. ;):1, 
I3axt('r, Capt" 
lcCauley's hanging, 
i. 1 UO, 
:Baxter, J" hanKed by moL, i, IG4. 
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Beach, H,. member ,
igilantsf i. 434. 
Beachy, Hill, stage-agent, apprehends 
mm'derers, i. 601-3. 
Bean, :l\laj, Gen. J. H., assassinated, 
i, 4Dl, 
Bear River City, pop, trib. in, i. 670-1. 
Beatty, killing of, i. 94, 
Becker, p" murdered, i, 748, 
BeitHer, J. X" thief
taker, i, 70
-4, 
Bell, A, \V" vice-prest. Vig. Com" 
ii, 113, 
Bell, J" murder of, i. 511. 
Belmont, mob, i. G19-20, 
Bells, historic, :l\1onumental Engine 
House, i. 12.3-6; Cal. CompallY'
, i. 
125, 
Benham, C., defends Jansen robbers, 
i. 189; opposes Vig. Com" ii, 32.J-ü; 
Terry's trial, ii, 405. 
Bellicia, feud with Napa, i. 166-70; 
conference at, ii, 3ûG-IO. 
Bensel', J" murder of, i. 706. 
Befit, Gov" slain by Pueblos, i. 738, 
Béquette, p" addresses Vig, Com., ii. 
407. 
Bergh, land jumper, i. 641. 
Berryessa, D" executed by vigilants, 
i. 476, 5û3, 
Big Cañon, pop, trib. in, i. 523, 
Bi.:.!;ler, J" as gov., i, 166,433, 539-40. 
Bill, Tempiute, hanged, i. GI9-20. 
Billings, guards jail, ii. 290, 
Bird, \V., murderer, rescued, i. G,j2-3, 
Bissell, E, \V. P., Benicia conference, 
ii, 3D7. 
Bissi, hanged by mob, i, 145. 
Black, shooting of, i. 645. 
Blackburn, stage-robber, i, 715. 
Black list, Vig, Com" ii. 281, 348, 
332, 527, 
Blackstonl', opinion of law, i. 29, 
Blancharù, G" hanged by mob, i, 
570, 
Blanco, .M" murderer, i. 487, 
Blanding, 'V., prosecutes Durkee, ii. 
503, 
BIuxome, I, jl!n" visited hy Hounds, i. 
8:!-3; chosen captain, i. 98; op- 
poses Regulators, i. 90; sec'y Vig, 
Com" 1831, i. 219,284; ii. 1
); 18;)ü, 
ii. 73, 07, Ill, 113, 130-1; char- 
acter, i. 2,)0-2; Burdue's trial, i. 
270; a spy in jail, i. 301; seizure of 
\Yhittakcr, i. 30:
; Kin

's assassina- 
tion, ii, fi3; TelTY's release, ii, 474; 
resigns as sec'y, ii, 541. 
Board of Public Safety, see .Junta De- 
fensora (Ie Ia Seguridad PÙblica, i. 
ü-!, 
Boisé Co,) crime in, i. üGG. 



Bond, merchant, ii, 80, 
Bonney, :F" hanged, i. 74-8. 
Borel, 
I" murùer of, i. 48;)-7. 
Borica. D, de, administration of, i. 
744, 
Bossange, L" on Exec, Com, Yig" ii. 
113; makes an arrest, ii, 282-3. 
Bosworth, merchant, ii. 81. 
Bothwell, 'V" addresses Yig. Com" 
ii, 4
7, 
Bourland, Sheriff, pursues horse- 
thieves, i. 5ù8, 
Boutwell, E, B" commands the John 
Adams, ii, 2DJ; addresses Vig, Com, 
and gov" ii. 410-11; letter on Vig, 
Com" ii, 570-1; career, ii, 609, 
Ron, ie, opposes vig, police, ii. 377, 
Bowie, II, R., judbe, Jansen robbers, 
i. 180. 
Bowmer, Judge, opposes the mob, i. 
.3.34, 
Boyd, F" whipping of, i. 5
7. 
Bozeman, pop. trib, in, i, 712, 
Brabury, A., illllloh's hands, i. :518, 
Brace p" on black list, ii, 281; trial 
and execution of, ii. 487-99. 
Bracy, A., hanged by mob, i. 56
, 
Bradshaw, C. 1\1" on 'Yasbington Vig, 
Com" i. ü3D-40, 
Brady, J" Truett's trial, ii. 612, 
Brady, James, murderer, hanged by 
vigilan ts, i. ü!J2-3, 
Bragg, merchant, ii, 80, 
Brannan, f:;am" opposes regulators, i, 
97-8; at Sutter's Fort, i. 13Q; forma- 
tion Vig, Com., 1831, i, 206-10, 21û- 
17; prest, Yig, Com" i. 218; Jenkins' 
execution, i. 233, 236-38; resigns 
Vig, Com" i, 2-13; memher Exec, 
Com., i. 3D4; Richardson's murder, 
ii, 30; character, ii. 116-17, 
Brannigan, 
l., expclled statc, ii. 
ð2, 
348, 593; career, ii. ü
:J-4. 
Brenltam, C. J., mayor, proclamation, 
i, :t!3-4; oppm
es \ïg, Com" i, :{30-1, 
334; pueblo papers, ii, 518, 
Brcwster, l{, E" merchant, ii. SO, 
Briggs, escapes ,
igilants, i. ?7
j. 
Eritish Columb13., pop, tnb. In, i, 
ü-l!-9, 
TIrittan, J\1rs L, C" expelled )Iono 
Co., i. 371. , 
Brittan, J, 'V" on Exec, Vlg, Com., 
ii, ll:{; character, ii. 1:31; bonds- 
man for Durkee, ii. 504, 
Brockelbauk, A. :U" on Yig, Com" i, 
3S7, 
Broderick. D. C.. opposes Yig, Com" 
i. 2:32, 237, :H9-
0; ii. 32-1. 
:Bronson, oppo::;es Yig, Com., ii. 3
.3. 
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Brooks, n, S" presentation speech, i. 
3S
, 
Brooks, J., killed, i. 748, 
Brown, rohher capt., hanged, i. 3!.j, 
Browli and wife, murdered, i. 7 HJ, 
Brown, sec'y, Plummer's o,lllrr , hau<red 
b . ' } '. 0 0 0 
y ngi an ts, 1. (,S l. 
Brown, D., murùerer, hanged by citi- 
zens, i. 494-G, 
Brown, II, S" justice, resi31ls, i. 3:ìl); 
on Exec, Yig. COlll., ii. ll:
, 17S. 
Brown, Lieut., murder of, i. 7:;7, 
Bnmdridge, 
" killing of, i, .-,,")4. 
Bryant, J, J" candidate for sheriff, i. 
108, 
Bryerly, on the timcs, ii. 3
S, 
Buchanan, ::-;hcriU" R, ß" attal:ks J oa- 
quin 
lul'ieta's camp, i. 4J'>-û, 
Buckley, capture and hanging of, i. 
6
3, ÖO.J.-7. 
Buckner, n, 13" sec'y Vig, Com" i. 
473, 
Buffum, E, G., oppose5 111oL, i, 14::;. 
Bulgcr, E" c),. pclled state, ii, 27n, 
2
1, 597; return, arrcst, trial, ii. 
303-3, 
Bummcr's Bill, the, discussion of, ii. 
630-1. 
Bunton, Bill, road-agent, i. üSl; hanged 
hy vigilants, i, ()Sü. 
llUl'bank, C" defends Yig, Com" ii. 
629, 
Burduc-Stuart, Thos" arrc
tand trials, 
i. ISI-:WÛ, '2J9-.2, 
llUl'goync, :Benj , tl'
as, S, F" i. I JO. 
Burke, J., e),.pclled state, ii. 
Sl, 
59:!, 
Burke, 
I. J" on Exec, Vig. Com" ii. 
113, I:U. 
Em"law, form of rnmllaw, i. 4, 
Burling, \r., on .E}..cc. Vig, Com" i. 
3D.!. 
Burns, A. M" 011 \Tig. ('om" ii. .3-.), 
89, !Jü; director of police, ii, 11:;; 
hclps take jail, ii. }:";,J, 193; in COUll' 
cil, ii, 2:!9; arrc ;ts Cunningham, ii. 

S3; TeiTY's trial, ii, 4.73. 
nurn
, .Jamcs, see Jimmy-from-Tuwn, 
i. 
;
. 
Burr, E, 'Y., prest, snper\"Ïbors, ii. 
(j IS, 
llurt, R., han
ing of, i, G
O. 
Butroll. 
l., munlér of, i. [)7.3, 
Butte Co" moL in, i. ,-,ül, 
Byam, J nd
(', on pop, trib., i. G7
, 
Byrne, dist,-atty" rCfluestl'd to rcsIgn, 
ii. .H(j, 
TIyrne,L., dcputY-
lcriff, Ca
ey's trial, 
i i. 47, 
B,yrucs, T,. hallgetl, i. . -IS. 



PO-'J 
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C'alabozo, Spanish prison, i. 54. 
Calaveras, moL in, i, 5
9, 537. 
Calhoun, seizure of 'Vhittaker, i, 362, 
California, early society, i, 41, 5G; 
crime, under 
Iex, Itep, , i. Gl-3; 
pop. trib, under l\lex. rule, i. G2-6; 
character of settlers, 1848, i, 66-71; 
effect of gold discoveries, i. 66-8; 
absence of law, i, 67-70; society in 
the mines, 1849, i. 71-3; military 
rule in, i, 103-7; advent of law, i. 
103-12, 431; adoption of constitu- 
tion, i, 107; character of officials, 
i. Ill; crime, characteristics of, i, 
113-
8, 432, 515-76; causes of, i, 
73; ii. G!JO-l; methods of punish- 
ments, i, 122-3; early courts of 
justice, i. 126-7; disorganized by 
law and politics, i, 129-41; incen- 
diarism, i, lû2; early business life, 
i. 179; character of immigration, 
1831, i, 238-9; regarded by the 
world, 18.31, i. 407-28; 1836, ii, 548- 
59; legal executions prior to 1847, i. 
743-6; cause of troubles, 1836, ii, 
ö;)-!; as a fielù for Vig. Com., ii. 
668-91; labor question, ii. 696-748. 
California, steamship, enters S. F. Bay, 
IS4D, ii, 105. 
California Chronicle, compared with 
Hcr:1hl, ii, 206. 
Callahan, P., killed, i. 609. 
Campùell, J" murderer, i, 4G3-6. 
CampbeIl, Judge, charges grand-jury 
on Yig, Com. ; comments on, i., :;:!G- 
30; opp03es Vig, Com" ii, 324-6, 
Campbell, T., address Yig, Com" ii, 
4')ô-7, 
Cannon, Joe, murder of, i. 578-83, 
Canosky, murderer, hanging of, i. 
4,j8-a, 
Cann, 4." hanging of, i, 341-2, 
Caperton, dep, -sheriff, rescnes pris- 
oners" i. 3,")0, 333-4, 
Cåpprice, J" vig, police, ii. 377. 
Cardey, J nstice, i. 336, 
Cariboo, l.:w,dessness in, i, 649. 
Carpenter, G., leads moh, i. 341. 
Carr, YV-" expelled state, ii., 2ï2, 277- 
Ð, 281, 307; career, ii, 601. 
Carrico, delivered hy mob, i, 329. 
Carrillo, .r, n" assassinated, i, 508. 
C3,rrol, .J., killed, i. 448, 
Carson City, crime in, i. 398-GOO; Yig. 
Com" i. (j
O, 
Carson Valley, Yig, Com, in, i. ;jû3-û. 
Carter, 
\., rond -agent, i. GtH; hanged 
Ly viòilants, i. G8û. 
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Cartwright, J, ,y" on vig, police, i. 
33ô; 'Yhittaker's seizure, i. 3G2, 
3G4; on :Exec, Com" i. 3D4, 
Case, C, L" on Exec. Vig, Com" ii. 
113, 3D4, 
Casey, J, p" incidental mention, ii. G, 
3:3, 33; assassinates King of 'Vm., 
ii. 39-41; character and hfe, ii. 41-5; 
escapes mob, ii, 57-8; seized by Yig. 
Com" ii., 18G-Û2; trial, execution, 
burial, ii. 2
G-43, 281. 
Castle Bros" merchants, ii, 80. 
Castree, Justice, requested to resign, 
ii. 44G, 
Castro (nIonterey), orders execution, 
i. 743, 
Castro, J osé (S, L, Obispo), judge pop, 
trib" i, 483, 
Cattle-stealing, i. 723-6, 741. 
Caulfield, H., attacks Judge 'Vilson, i. 
447, 
Ceredel, murderer, hanged byvigilants, 
i. 307, 
Chalmers Bros., murder of, i. 637-9, 
Chamalis, J" hanged by mob, i. 573, 
Chamberlain, Justice, requested to reo 
sign, ii. 446, 
Cl
arl
y, 
panish, hanged by pop, trib" 
1,5ù3, 
Chase, arrest and hanging of, i.508-9, 
Cherry Creek, moù, i. 020, 
Chesley, on Exec, Vig, Com" i. 441. 
Cbeverillo, in mob's hands, i. 5
4-5, 
Cheyenne Yig, Com.,methodof,i. 71.:1. 
Chileans, persecutions of, i, 0'2, Ð3-ü, 
101, 533, 
Chilicotens, murder whjtes, i. (348. 
Chilkats. threaten whites, i, 631. 
Chin l\Iook Sow, hanged, i. 7.:18, 
China Town, location in S, F., i, 74, 
Chinese, before Yig, Com" i. 378-Ð; 
hanging murderers of, i, 171, 5
7; 
thievish, i. 530, 534, 5ü2, 5ÜÜ-;0; 
attacked, i, 171, 5:30, Gl:!, G43; 
hanged. i. 537, 3G7, 748; murderers, 
i. 3G2,567; bcnefiteù hy Vig, Cum., 
ii, üü2; agitation, ii, 70-
-41). 
Chi,-alry Party. See Law and order 
party, 
Chung'Vong, hanged, i. 748, 
Citizen Police, formed 1831. i. 431. 
Citizens' Guard, ii, 179, 383, 
Citizens' Protective Union, organi- 
zation and work, i, 602-9, 
Clapp, 
larshal, opposes mob, i. 516. 
Clare, J" hanged by mob, i. G3
-3. 
Clark, murder of, i. í 40, 
Clark. (len" in Santa Barbara, i. 48.'). 
Clark, J, C" murùerer, hanging c', i. 
()(j7, 
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Clarkson, J, C., han.zed, i. 748, 
Clanghley, J" on 1,lack list, ii, 34R 
C!ayton, J" chairman virrilants i. 473, 
Clifford, lllurdere(l, i, 4U4, ' 
Clifford, J" e},.pelled state, i. 63U. 
clm'enlale, mob, i. 373, 
CoLb, H. A" on Exec, Vig, Com" i, 
3D4, 
Cogill, J, H" merchant, ii. 80, 
Cofiì'oth, J, \V., opposes mob, i. 537; 
counsel for pop, trib" i, 549-52, 
Cole, Dr R, B., on Vig, Com" ii, 76, 
94, 1l3; character, ii, 129; prescribes 
for Hopkins, ii, 428-9; Terry's trial, 
ii, 438; attends condemned prison- 
ers, ii. 4D8. 
Cole, I" attacks 
Ir Ball, i, 340; on 
black list, ii. 348. 
Colebrook, C" hanged by mob, i. 555, 
Coleman, T., killing of, i. 609-10, 
Coleman, \V, T" affair of Bm'due- 
Stuart, i, 187-90; Jenkins' execu- 
tion, i. 233-4; Stuart's trial by Vig, 
Com" i. 2SG; on Exec, Yig, Com" 
1851, i, 242, 394; fonnation Vig, 
Com" 18.')6, ii. 63-5, 70-8; prest" 
ii, 86-7, 113, 532; King's assassina- 
tioll, ii, 63-5; character, ii, 117-21; 
interview,vith gOY"
 ii. 166-9, 581- 
4; helps take jail, ii, 189-91; yiew 
of Uenicia conference, ii. 309-10; 
Terry's trial, ii. 437, 439-40; view 
of Terry's trial aIul release, ii. 472- 
7; Brace's trial, ii, 402; inquest of 
Brace and Hetherington, ii. 499- 
500; goes east, ii, 611; arrest ancl 
trial, ii, 612-18; riot, 1877-8, ii, 707, 
Collins, hanged by vigilants, i. 697-8, 
Coloma, mob, j, 324. 
Columbia. Vig, Com" i. 460-70; mob 
in, i. 534, 5;{6, ,,47-53, 56;3- 
Colusa Co., mob in, i, 376, 
Comanches, attack trains, i. 737, 
Committee of Genel'al Security, estab- 
lished, 1703, i, 5, 
Committee of Public Safety, estab- 
lished, 1793, i. 5, 
Compton, A. L" tried and hanged by 
pop, trib" i, 707-12, 
Conkling, \y, E" in hands of vigilants, 
i. 4/0. 
Consolidation Act, the, of S, F" ii. 
643, 
Contra Costa, mob in, i. 541-2, 
Convicts Enn1ish, in Cal, i. 7;{-5. 
Coon, Ii, p
, comments on public 
affairs, ii. 3-4; judge vol.ice cou

, 
ii. 643; police comnllSSlO ner , 11, 
64G-7; mayor, ii. ü-!8, 
Cooney, J" expelled sta.te, ii, !j92-5, 
POP, TRIB I YOL, II, 48 
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Coor>cr C'1e
licia), :\IcCanley'
 hang. 
in
, i. IG8-f), 
Cooper, ,1., road-agent, i. 6SI; han.red 
hy vigilants, i. li87, 0 
coopwoOll, ß" hunts hamlitti, i. ,jOO, 
Coply, G. ,y" vigilant, shut, i. liS:!, 
Cora, thief, shooting of, i, 734, 
Cora, Belle, marries Cora, i i. 233; at 
Cora's execution and funeral, ii, 2:;
 
-43, 
Cora, cha
" kills Richardson, ii. 20- 
31; in law's hands, ii. 30-4-; spized 
by Yig, Com" ii. 19
; trial, execu- 
tion, burial, ii. 2
6-43, 281. 
Córùoba, L., hanging of, i. 730, 
Cornwall, p, B., prest, Y ig, Com" i, 
44: 1. 
Cou
terville, mob, i. 55:t 
Council of the Ancients, nature, i, 
3, 4, 
Council of Castile, nature, i. 4. 
Council of Five H undreù, nature, i. 
3-4, 
Council of Ten, history, i. 3, 
Court of the First Instance, established, 
i. 107, 
Covarrubia
, Gen" :l\IcGowan's flight, 
ii. 233, 2,j.j, 
Cowan, T" murderer, i. 467, 
Cowper law, term for peculiar punish. 
ment, i, 3, 
Cracoyitch, A" murder of, i. 53
, 
Cradlebaugh, Judge, i, 600, 
Craft, A., C}, pelled state, ii. 281-2, 
592, 
Crary, O. B., King's assassination, 
ii. 62; on Vig, Com" ii, 90, 11::;; 
character, ii, 128; Terry's trial, ii, 
471. 
Cremon)', J, C" editor, ii, 208, 
Crimp, causes ill K F" i. '23--7; in 
Cal., i, 7:J; ii. üDO-l; Cal., under 
1\1 ex , Hep" i. Gl-2; characteristil''S 
of, Cal., i. 113-28; record, Cal., i. 
131-2; S, F" 18:)0, i. 137; IS31, i. 
201-4, 367-78; IS32, ii. IS; 0.11.. 
i. lüO-'i8, 432, 433-376; action of 
vigilants on, 1831, i. 238, :!G
: 18.;0, 
ii. 343-4; ü30-G3; 
ac, , ) S:J 1, i. 
442-8; Stockton. 18:>1, i. 449-:;3; 
1\IarY8YÎlle, i. 433-6; Shasta Co., i. 
43';-8; Los Angeles, i. 4! I;j-.) II : 
Utah and Keva(la, i. 593-ü:!l; hl[ 
ho, i. (;34-73; :Montana, i, 67;)-'i 20; 
Arizona, i. 7
2-34; K e\,," l\Icx., i. 
734-4:t 
Criminal statistics, R. F" 1831, i, 317, 
Crilllinal
, adyent and life, Ca1., 7'2 ,;; 
exodus, S, F" 1831, i. 4:37-9; IS'-,!), 
ii. ü49. 
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Crittenden, A, P., charadter, i, j88-9; 
murder of, i, .jUO; Terry's trial, ii. 
403, 4.34, 
Crockett, J, B" before Vig. Com" ii. 
304; mediator Vig, Com, and state 
authorities, ii, 306-8; counsel for 
Durkee, ii, 504-5, 
Cronin, H", execution of, i. 13.3--6, 
Croucbet, J., hanging of, i. GOO-700, 
Crowe, J" on black list, ii, 281, 348. 
Crmvning, robbed, i. 4Go. 
Cruz, D., maltreated by Hounds, i. OJ, 
Cueto, p" opposes regulators, i. 92-3. 
Cunningham, T, B., on black list, ii. 
281 ; arrest, ii, 283; trial and exile, 
ii. 332-3, 500, 391. 
Curry, L" hanging of, i. 718. 
Curtis, J. F" seizure of 'Yhittaker, i. 
33G; builds Fort Gunnybags, ii, 107; 
on vig, police, ii. 113, G'13; helps 
take jail, ii. 183; parade Yig. Com, 
ii. 531. 
Cushing, R" on black list, ii. 348, 
Cusick, J" warned out of state, ii. 
:H8, 328, 
Cutler, Rev" IGng's funeral, ii. 237, 
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Dab, see Stuart's confession, i. 292; 
captured by vigiJants, i. 373, 
Daley, C, F" killed by banditti, i. 
4!)!]-3ÜO, 
Daly, hanging of, i. G03. 
Damewood, 13" history and hanging 
of, i, 508-0, 
Daniel, r" hanging of. i. 504-6. 
Daniels, J" hanged by vigilallts, i. 
G08, 
Darling, 'V. A., on Exec, Com, Vig" 
i, 394, 
Dávalos, Gov" kills )iendoza, i. 51. 
David, J" on Exec, Vig, Com" ii. 113; 
trial of Drace and Hetherington, ii. 
402; bondsman for nand, ii, 504; 
on com, pueblo papers, ii, 524, 
l'avis, A., on pop, trib" i. G78. 
D:wis, ,J uùge, Slade's execution, 1, 
G8o-00, 
Day, H, C" murder of, i. 748. 
Dayton, Vig, Com" i, Gl1. 
De Forrest, murùer of, i. 374, 
De Long, I" on Exec, Vig, Com" 1, 
3U4, 
Delano, A" advocates a com, of safety, 
i.207, 
Deles
ert, Eug,. treas, Yig, Com, 
lR.,)I, i. 2W-:20, 2D7; on J:xec, Com. 
18
1, i. 38
1; 1G.3G, ii, 11:3. 
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Dempster, C, J" King
s assassination, 
ii, G2; vice prcst, Vig, Com" ii, 86, 
113; on finance com., ii, 90; char- 
acter, ii, 121-5; in council, ii, 220; 
on com. on address, ii, 320, G:!7; 
opinion of 
ugent, ii. 223; Terry's 
arre
t, ii. 380-5; trial, ii.40G, 43D- 
40; prC'parcs rel)ly to gOY,'S message, 
ii. 581; views on Vig, Com, and re- 
form party, ii, G32-5,- 
Den, Dr, )lcGowan's flight, ii. 233, 
Dennison, Li('ut. col., f:;itka, 1870, i. 
G32, 
Denver, pop, tribe in, i, 71G, 
Denver, J, 'V" secretary of state, ii, 
206. 
Deputy, ,Yo C" arrest and trial, i. 
470-2. 
Dpsl110nd, J" murder of, i, 630-1. 
Devine, J. (The Chicken), hanged, i. 
748, 
Dewey, S" on Exec, Vig, Com., i. 
39-1. 
Dillon. French Consul, S, F" i. 388. 
Dios, Juan dc, execution of, i, 74G. 
Dixon, ...:\., J" hanging of, i, 520. 
Dixon, J., hanging of, i, GGS. 
Doak, R, H" murdered, i. 7.18. 
Doane, Chas" commands military of 
Vig, Com., ii, ü2, 96, 113; charac- 
ter, ii. 132-3; helpR take jail, ii. 183; 
Terry's arrest, ii, 382-5; captures 
law and order forces, ii, 380-01; 
execution of Brace and Hethering- 
ton, ii. 404; parade of Vig, Com" 
ii, 532; candidate for sheriff, ii. 576, 
643, 
Dobbin, J, C" advises 
Iervine ol't 
Yig, Com" ii, 571-2, 
Dolan, J" arrest and hanging of, i. 
G93-5, 
Dominguez, 
I., juez de primera in- 
stancia, i. 746. 
Donahue, Constable, kills Alexander. 
i. 519-20, 
Donahue, J., Benicia conference, ii. 
307, 
Donnelly, Capt" helps take jail, ii. 
179-80, 
Dooley, Justice, i, 573. 
Douglas, chief mate, saved by Vig. 
Com" i, 308, 
Douo-Ias, James, as justice, i. 64.3-7, 
Douglas ()Iontana). hanged by vigi- 
lants, i, 701. 
Douo-Iass, Eellicia conference, ii. 306. 
Do,,
l, H" stabbing of, i. G09. 
Downey, J, T., sec'y regulators, i, fl2. 
DmnÜcyilb, pop. trib" i. .jSO-ü, 
Downieville b>a 6 cdy, the, i. :>77-[-,7, 



Dows, 3'. , character, i, 377-8' on 
Exec. V ig, Com" i. 394; orga
iza- 
tion Vig, Com" 1836, ii, 7."" treas, 
ii, 9:), 113; character, ii, 127
 honds
 
man for Durkee, ii. 504; arrest anù 
trial, ii, 613-17. 
Doyle, murder of, i. 611. 
Dry Diggings, sce Placerville, i. 144, 
Dry Gulch, hanging at, i. 697-9. 
Dryden, Judge, opposes 111ob, i. 497. 
Dry town, mob, i. 170. 
Duane, Chas, p" trial of, i. ID2, 204; 
opposes vigilants, i. 320; maltreats 
1\11' Ball, i. 339; King's assassina- 
tion, ii.. 58; excluded Vig, Com" ii. 
83; arrest, exile, ii. 273, 279, 281, 
348-0, 597-9; suits for damages, ii. 
600-1. 
Duarte, execution of, i. 743. 
Duer, counsel for Durkee, ii, 504. 
Duffey, T. J.. murder of, i, (i71, 706. 
Dugan, S, S, C" hanging of, i. 716. 
Dunn, in mob's hands, i. 527. 
Durkee, J. L., mode of arresting, ii. 
282; character, ii, 373-4; captures 
state arms, ii. 373-6; arrest and 
trial for piracy, ii, 501-6, 
DU1')7ee, on Exec. Vig. Com., i. 441. 
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Earl, merchant, ii. 80. 
Earl, E, 'V" Beniciaconference, ii. 307. 
Earl, J. 0" on Vig, Com" ii. 135. 
Earl, p" Roberts'trial, i, 100, 
Earle, E. l\1., aids Vig, Com., ii, 339. 
Eastman, Lieut., helps take jail, ii. 
179-80. 
Ebbetts, A" King's assassination, ii. 
G4. 
Eddy, R, A" on Vig, Com" i. 434. 
Edmondson, :l\Iaj, , orders Las Vegas 
attacked, i. 737-8. 
Edmondson, J., hanging of, i. 52:5, 
Ed wards, arrest anù hanging of, i, 
593-8, 
Ed wards, A, L" merchant, ii, 80, 
Edwards, J" member of Stuart's g
ng, 
i. 287; see 'Vhittaker's confesSIOn, 
i. 34.3-7, 
Ed wards, L. D, F" rouses people, i. 
] 76. 
Eeran Cañon Property Protection So- 
Ociety organization of, i. 614-1 G, 
Ell\Ioy{te 1 10 P ' trib, in, i. 3
1, 
, .' "".4') 
El Paso, taken by ::\lexlCans, 
, jlr_, 
Ellis A, J" capt, of people, 1. 98, 
Ellis' J. S" Lieut. Vig, Com" ii, 177, 
53Ì; helps take jail, ii, 183. 
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Ellis, :\f., merchant, ii. 80. 
Emery, J, S., on Exec. Com. Vig" h. 
II 3, 
English, H" presides pop, trib, , i. ';OS-9 
Ericcson, murder of, i. 570, 
Escobedo, Gen., trial of, i. '; 4
, 
Esparza, Gov" threats against, i. 51. 
Espinosa, J., pursuit and han(fin cr of 
i. 501. 0 0 , 
Estévan, execution of, i. 744. 
Esté,.an (San Juan), hanging of, i. 
3G7-8, 
Euphemia, ship, purchased for prison, 
i. 107, 
Eureka, Vigilants, i. 438-9, 
E,-ans, R" assaulted, ii. 4
2, 
Evening Bulletin, begins publication, 
ii, 22, 
Evil, sonrce, consit1eration of, i. 8;)-7. 
Exact, ship, sold byVig, Com" ii. 510, 
Executive Committee of Vig" 18,) 1, 
duties, powers, i. :Mo0-5; 1836, com- 
position, ii. 114-40; elements, ii, 
133; as a body, ii, 1
ü-40, 340-:>0; 
aùdress, ii, 337-41, 621-3. 


F 


Fagget, S" shot, i, 746. 
Fair, Laura D" marriages, i. 5Sb; 
murders Crittenden, i, 390; trial, i, 
59J-l. 
Fallon, 'f" misleads rolJbers, i. GS, 
Farragut. Capt, D, G" commands 
1\Iare Is" ii, 2DO; relation to Yig, 
Com" ii. 31.3-1ô, 413-18; letter on 
Vig, Com" ii. 3G8-';0. 
Farwell, J. D" King's assassination, 
ii. 64; on Vig, Com" ii. 73, II:;; 
character, ii. 126-7: plan to take 
the Adams, ii. 412; interviews Far- 
ragut, ii, 414, 
Fa\-art, opinion of law, i. 2D, 
l"earless, (;., murt1er of, i, 483-6, 
Featherstone, deputy-sheriff, i. G!)4. 
Felipe, execution of, i. 744, 
Feliz, Diego, execution of, i. 74:>, 
Feliz, Dominigo, murder of, i. G3, 
Feliz, Reyes, execution of, i. 49
. 
Ferguson, killing of, i. G 11. 
F " I C ' '1_' 1 I ' I';;.")!) 
err!, ., In n10u s lanc s, I, D_,-. 
Feudal orùer, independence amI ex- 
cesses, i. :2, 
Fid(lletown, moh, i. 3Gl. 
Fink, 
., murder of, i. 74.3, 
Fire. See IlH'elHliarism, 
Fish, J, H., on Exec, Vig. Com" ii. 
113. 582-3; bonlbman for Hand, ii. 
304; reply to gov,'s mess" ii. ':;83, 
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Fitch, II, S" on Yig, Com" ii. 531. 
Fitzgerald, 'Y., murder of, i. 5G7, 
FEn t, E, P. , mcrchan t, ii. 80; 011 
Exec. Vig, Com" ii, 113. 
Flurence, outbreak in, i, 728. 
I.'lores, Cruz, hanged by mob, i. 526-7, 
Flores, J" pursuit and hanging of, i. 
501-3, 
Flory, 'V., shooting of, ii, 338. 
Flughardt, G" murdered, i. 499. 
Folsom, J, L., on citizens' com" i. 
133. 
Foote, H. S" Benicia conference, ii. 
30ï, 
Ford, R" kills James, i, 721. 
Forgeaud, V. I,. sec'y pop, assembly, 
i. 09, 
Forman, F" messenger to W ashing- 
ton, ii, 338, 
Forner, J osé, executed, i, 135, 746-7, 
Fort Gunnyhags, ii. 98; rooms of Vig. 
Com., ii, 97, ;::;ee Yigilance Fort. 
Foster, S. C" mayor, leads vigilants, 
i, 494-6. 
Foy, H, F" expelled state, ii. 59.3, 
Frank, :l\Icxican, road-agent, i, 681. 
Freelon, Judge, l'equested to resign, 
ii, 446. 
Freeman (
Iontana), attacked by 
rioters, i. 718, 
Freeman, C" sec'y pop, trib" i, 485, 
French, merchant, ii, 80, 
French, J" in vigilant's hands, i. 677, 
I"rench, ,V, \y" addresses Vig, Com" 
ii. 40ï, 
Frink, J), B" accidentally killed by 
yigilantR, i. 4G4-.3, 
Frink, (-L 'Y., King's assassination, ii. 
58, ü2; on Yig, Com" ii, 70-3; helps 
take jail, ii, 178; Terry's trial, ii. 
473, 
Frolian, murderer, i, 486, 
Fudgett, A" kills J. 'Vhite, i. 463. 
rueros, nature of, i. 53, 
Fur-traders, pup, tribs. of, i. 622-3, 
044-6, 


G 


Gallagher, coroner, i. 297, 365. 
Gallagher, Father, execution of Casey 
and Cora, ii, 23;), 
Gallagher, J" hanged by ,igilants, i. 
GR4, 
Gallagher, 1\1., arrest and exile, ii. 
272, 27D, 281, ,397; retunls, ii. 593-6, 
Gallagher, S., kills Pollock, i, 204. 
Galveston, executions in, i. 742. 
GÙndara, ::;hot by mob, i. 728, 
Uarcia (Placeryille), hanging of, i, 143, 


García, J os
 A" hanged by citizens, 
i. 488. 
Gardner, murd
red, i, 4.'::4, 
Gardner, surveyor, requested to re. 
sign, ii, 446, 
Garrison, C, l{" meets Johnson, ii. 
290, 5R2; puehlo papers. ii. 518; 
bondsman for Truett, i. ()12, 
Garwood, G, 1\1., on Exec, Vig, Com" 
i. 3D4. 
Gates, H, S" on Vig, Com" ii. 133. 
Gatson, punished by mob, i, 166. 
Gaugh, dist. -att'y, i, 432, 
Geary, J, 'V" approves Vig, Com" ii. 
1.31-2, 
Geiger, on Exec. Vig. Com" i. 441. 
General Committee of Vig" 1831, 
duties, i. 240; 1836, composition, 
ii, 134-5. 
George, H" hanged by mob, i. 524. 
Gephart, murder of, i. 5G8. 
Gerberding, C, 0., publisher, ii, 24. 
Getman, :Uarshal, killing of, i, 498. 
Gibb, D., aids Vig, Com" ii. 33ft 
Gibbs, E. ß" on Vig, Com" ii. .332. 
Gihson, land-jumper, shot by people, 
i. 642, 
Gibson, G., packer, shooting of, i. 649. 
Gibson, J" executed, i, 444. 
Gibson\-ille, pop, trib, in, i, 533. 
Gift, Col., character, ii. 181. 
Gillespip, C, V" on Vig. Com" ii, 73; 
on Exec, Com" ii, 113; character, 
ii, 130, 
Gillingham, merchant, ii. 80. 
Gilman, A. l\I., merchant, ii. 80. 
Gilmer, riot in, i. 718. 
Gilroy, mob, i, 566, 
Uines, execution of, i, 744. 
Girard, counsel for Truett, ii. G12. 
Gladwin, G. S" merchant, ü. 80, 
Glantan, mode of robbing, i. 723; 
shooting of, i. 724, 
Gleason, C" on Vig. Com" i. 4;)4. 
Globe, pop. trib. in, i. 734. 
Goddard, E, B" on Exec, Vig. Com" 
ii, 113; character, ii. 131. 
Goddard, E. 'V" bondsman for Dur. 
kee, ii, 504, 
Goff, A. J" hanging of, i. 534-5. 
Goff, C, p" expelled .Mono Co" i. 571. 
Goff, J" warned from country, i. 37=:>, 
Gold, discO\Tered, Idaho, i. 5
; Cal., 
i. 66; 
Iontana, i. 674, 
Gold FielJs Act authorized, i. 6iG. 
GolJell Age, ship, arrives, S, F" ii,238. 
Gomez, p" execution of, i, 746, 
Gonzalez, A" stahs 1\lcLean, i, 389. 
Gonzalez, J" chosen gov., i. 733; 
hanging of, L 736. 



Gonzalez, 
Ianu{'l, execution of, i. 746. 
Gonzalez, :Uanuel, murdered, i, 308, 
Gonzalez, :Uarcos, hanging of, i. 719, 
Goodwin, merchant, ii. 80. 
Goones, J. L" hanging of, i. m}9. 
Gordon, gold discoverer, i. 60, 
({ore, mUl'cler of, i. 343, 
Gorham, E" on Vig, Com" 185], i. 
210, 3!)-1; on Exec. Com" 1836, ii, 
113, 58:2; reply to gov, '8 message, 
ii. 583. 
({ould, shot by Vig, Com" i, 638, 
Government, origin, i. 38-9; Spanish 
colonies, i. 4G-53; America, i. 4:29- 
30; genesis, ii. 671-4; republican, 
laws of, ii, ü77; object, ii. 678-9; 
duty, i. 144; ii, 679, 
Gowan, Lieut. L. C" shooting of, i. 633, 
Graff, killing of, i. 719. 
Graham, .T., murderer, hmiged, i. 517, 
Graham, N" hanged, i. 748, 
Graham, r, A" murder of, i, 570, 
Graham, ,y, C" claim against Vig, 
Com., i. 387. 
Grangene, 'V" murder of, i, 572, 
Grant, 1\1., hanged by vigilants, i. 
457-8, 
Grass Valley, pop. trib, in, 1857, i. 
461-3. 
Graves, Bill, road-agent, i, G81; hanged 
by vigilants, i, 687. 
Gra ves, ''', J" on pop, trib" i, 48.3, 
Green, A, A., steal::; pueblo papers, ii, 
513-17; attempts to sell, ii, 317-1D; 
arrest and trial by Vig. Com" ii, 
.32û-3. 
Green, ß, p" arrested by Vig. Com" 
ii. 520-1. 
Green, D" arrested by Yig, Com" ii. 
520-1; sues Vig. Com., ii. 32i, 
Green, H" arrested by V ig, Com, ii, 
5
0-1. 
Green, J. L., arrested by Vig. Com" 
ii, 520-1; sues Vig, Com" ii. 524. 
Green, It, E" aITested by Vig. Com" 
ii. 520--1, 
Gregory, J. \V" before Vig, Com" i, 
389. 
Grimes, L, V., hanging of, i. 734. 
Grisar, E" on Exec. Vig, Com" ii, 
113, 382; character, ii, 131; reply 

o gov. 's messag
, ii, 5

'""1 ' 
GnswolJ, C., on Exec. v 19, Com" 1. 
394, . 
Gross E, S., merchant, ii. 80, 
Guedero F" murdered, i. 370, 
Guillotin
, the, at Halifax, i. 5. 
Guy, A., aids Vig, Com" ii, 339; 
banker, ii. 523, . 
Gwin, \y, 
L, judge ,vith alcahlc, 1. DO, 


INDEX. 


-r:" 

V
 


H 


Hackberry, pop, trib, 
t, i. 733, 
Hackett, J" counsel for Truett, ii. Gl
. 
Hager, judt;e, confidence in. ii, 31. 
Haiùahs, attack white
, i. (;-18, 
Hale, Ed" murder of, i. till. 
Hale, H. 
l., merchant, ii. SO; on 
Ex, Yig, Com., ii. 113, 3:-;3; counsel 
for Brace, ii. 488; reply to gov, '8 
message, ii, 383, 
Halifax gibbet, a guillotine, i. 5. 
Halifax law, nature, i, 4, 3, 
Hall, killing of, i. 40,), 
Hall, J" hanging of. i. ,18, 
Hall, 'V. 0., killed by mob, i. 516. 
Hamilton, la w 
essncss in, i. 614, 
Hamilton, 0" escares moh, 1. )ü4, 
Hamilton, 'Y., on black list, ii, :!Sl. 
Hammond, Bill, murùerel', shot, i. 
5-13-6, 
Hammond, G" trial of, i. 4
G-8. 
Hand, 'V., iUlllOb'S hands, i. 34-t. 
Hallgtown, see J>lacerville, i, 144. 
Harùen, robber, i. (iS9, 
Hardy, A., pursues Landitti, i. 49n. 
Harrison, exiled, care('r, i, :ri 3-6
 
Harrison, dep. - sheriff, deli yers }Jris e 
oner, ii. ] !iO; searches Yig, Com. 
rooms, ii. 293, 
Hart, J" shooting of, ii, 607, 
Hartshorn, Yuma trader, i. 724-. 
Hawes, H" counsel against Honnds, 
i, DU; as prefect, i. lOa-II; sub- 
scribes to Vig, Com" ii, 90-1; con- 
solidation act of, ii, G4,), 
Hawkins Dar, mob, i, 5-13. 
Hawks, opposes Yig, Com" ii. G
7. 
Hawley, C, ß" hanging of, i. 734, 
Haxton, Lieut" before Vig, Com" ii. 
404, 
Haydell, prest, pop, trib., i. 6

, 
Hayes, county clerk, rC(lue
teù to 
resign, ii, 44ü, 
Hayes, J, (Dale City), hanged by Yig. 
Com" i. 714. 
Hayes, Judge, opposes mob, i. 497, 
Haynes, in mob's hands, i, :'10. . . . 
Hays, J, C" candiùate for shcnfi, 1. 
108; rescues prisoners, i, :
.)O; bdoro 
Vier, Com" i. 33,); as sheriff, i, ;
(jü; 
cal
t, law anù order party, ii, :>SS. 
Hearne, Sheriff, i. 33ô--7, 
Heath, n" sherif!", ii. 
,)4, 
Heckendorn, J" judge, pop, trib" i. 
54!), 531. 
. 
Hefferman, A. r., hanged 1))' \ 19, 
Com" life of, i. nI 7, 
Hcintzelm<':'ll, l.h.n" Lui
ds Fort Yuma, 
i. 724. 
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Helena, pop. trib, in, i. 707-12, 
Helm, lloone, road-agent, i. G81; 
hangeù Ly vigilants, i, U84; career, 
i. üt-).:>. 
Henderson, shoots horse - thieves, 1, 
654, 
Reilley, C. W., hanged hy mob, i. 
5il-2, 
I!ennessey, J" eXI)elled state, ii. 281, 
34S, 5:!8. 
Hepburn, A" Casey's trial, ii. 47, 
Hera.ì.d, H, F., opposition to, ii, 78-83, 
80; course, ii, 217-':5, 
Herbert, P. T" murders Keating, ii, 
5ûJ-l; career, ii, .J02; requested to 
leave S, F., ii, 5û.)j opposes Vig. 
Com., ii. G27. 
Hernandez, 
l., aITest and hanging of, 
i,476-7, 
Hernandez, V., murder of, i. 730. 
Heslep, murder of, i. 542. 
Hesse, 
Irs, murderess, i, GOO. 
Hester, beaten, i. 508, 
Hetherington, J" Stuart's trial, i. 204; 
see 'Vhittaker's confession, i, 348; 
w
rnetl from country, i, 373; life in 
Cal., ii, 4t-)0; umnlers Handall, ii. 
4
)0; arrest, trial, 
ncl execution by 
Vig, Com" ii. 400-300. 
Hewsters, punished by mob, i. li:;7, 
Hickey, p, J" warned o,ut of state, ii. 
528. 
Hicks, Nat., pueblo IJapers, ii, 517, 
lIidden Treasure mine, troubles of, i, 
715. 
Rilderman, G., in vigilants' hands, i. 
077-8, 
Hill Bar, law at, i, G47, 
Hill, D" robber, trial, i, 173-8. 
Hispano - Californians, law under, i. 
743-6. 
Hitchcock, shooting of, i. 634, 
Hodge, J, L" U. S. Consul,)Iarseilles, 
18,-,1, i. 388, 
Hoffman, J uùge, establishes a bad pre- 
cedent, ii, 506, 
Hogan, :Mrs. see Rtuart's confession, 
i. 2Ul-2; 'Yhittaker's, i. 34Ü-S: Le- 
fore Exec. Com., i. 337; captured 
by vigilants, i. 373, 
HO,:..:e, J, P., addresses Yig, Com., ii, 
406-7; oPlJoses Vig. Com" ii. G27, 
IIolmes, Dr, llurdue's trial, i, 270. 
Holt, murdered, i, 437, 
Holy Drotherhooll, its purpose, i. 4. 
Hood, n" kills Coleman, i, GOO. 
Hoofins, murùer of, i, 3:!ü, 
Hope, ])1', chief of police, L, A" i. 480, 
Hopkins, Officer, shoots ::\lulligan, ii, 
608. 


INDEX. 


Hopkins, S. A" executioner, ii. 23.3- 
G; character, ii, 370; at arrest of 
:Maloncy and Phillips, ii, 3ïG-0; 
stabhed Ly Terry, 37û, 5GO; condi- 
tiûn after, ii, 
08-Ü, 428-0, 
Hossefross, Terry's release, ii, 474, 
IIoughton, F. A., attempt to rob, i. 
4GO. 
I-Iounùs, the organization, i. 77-û; 
doings, i. 80-10:2; trial, i. 100, 
Howarù, J uùge, C. H., prisoner of 
moh, i, 742, 
I-Iowanl, D" commits murder, i. (336- 
GO; hanged, i, G03; road-agent. i. G8l. 
Howard, <1. II" on Yig, Com" ii, 133. 
IIoward, V, E" lJenil'ia conference, ii. 
30G-I0; commander of militia, ii, 
310; at capture law and order forces, 
ii. 3D3-G; communicates Vig, Com" 
ii, 404; opposes Yig. Com" ii. 43(;- 
6.3. 
Howard, 'Y., hangUlg of, i, G43, 
IIoward, ,y, A" Jenkins' trial, i, 231. 
Howard, "T. D. 
I" prest. pop, as- 
sembly, i. VO; Durdue-Stuart affair, 
i. 184; on Lxec, Yig, Com" i. 394. 
IIubban1, trial of, i, G24, 
IIubbanl, L" vice prest. Vig. Com" 
ii. ll3, 
Hudson's Day Co" tribunal of, i. G22, 
G-14-Q, 
lIugg, merchant, ii, 80. 
Hughes, C" Stuart's trial, i. 280, 
Hughlett, J" kills Spencer, i, 524. 
Huie, J, n" on Exec, Com, Vig" i. 
3GO, 304; seizure of 'Yhittaker anù 

IcKenÚe, i, 303. 
Hull, p, p" examined by Exec. Com" 
i, 333, 
Hunt, .J, D" merchant, ii. 80, 
Hunt, Rev" sustains vigilants, i. 263. 
Hunter, Dill, road-agent, i. (381, 
hanged by vi
ilants, i. G87-8. 
Hunter, C., leader of vigilants, i. 403. 
Huntington, C. P., 011 Vig, Com, ii. 
:?03, 
Hutchings, N, P., on Exec. Com, Vig" 
ii, 113, 
Hutton, J, F" on Exec, Com, Vig., 
183 I, i. 304; seizes state arms, 
183G, ii, 371-2; charged with pimc)., 
ii. 302, 
Hynson, 'V., hanging of, i. 703-6. 


I 


Ibalt, N" murder of, i. 677. 
Ibarra, arre::)t and hanging of, i. 
508-0. 



Idaho, early society, i. 3D-GO; terri- 
t
}
.y create
l, 18(m, i. GO; yigi
ance, i. 
00; rop, tnbs" i, (334-7:t 
Idaho City, prisoners rebel, i, 073, 
Igarra, J. A" hanged by mob, i. 573, 
Imlllode, Father, Compton's execu- 
tion, i. 'j]:!, 
Incendiarism, S. F" i. 127, 1;39-41, 
102; 1851. i, 204; 1\Iarysville, i, 
4
0; Olympia, i. 042, 
Indians, murder, i. 132, :52.3, 500, 618, 
043, (34.3, 048-0; pcrsecutions of, i. 
30, 516, 599, O
O, 630; hanging of, 
i, 5.34, G2l, 6:!3, 643, 640, 640; 
bhooting of, i. 048, 0.30, 744, 746; 
along Santa Fé road, i. 737, 
Inl:ster, A" munler of, i, 641. 
I,-cs, G., hangcd by vigilants, i. 678- 
0; road-agent, i. 681. 


J 


tT..lckson, Vig, Com" i, 466-7; mob, i. 
340, 54
, 546, 
J al:kson (Stockton), assaulted, ii. 422, 
,f ackson, J" hanged by mob, i., 52G. 
.Jackson, 'V" Roberts' trial, i, 100, 
Jach:sonville, supremc court, i, 0
8-30. 
J acoh, Russian renegade, i. 024. 
Jacobs, defends Sims, i. 629- 
tJalisco, mob moyement :in, i. 48-9, 
James, Frank and Jesse, career, i. 
720-1. 
James, G, F" trial of Casey and Cora, 
ii, 229, 
Jamorin, D" on Exec. Vig, Com" i. 
2D4, 
Jansen, C, J" robbed and maltreated, 
i, 17D-81; see Stuart's confession, i, 

Dl; 'Vhittaker's, i. 345, 
Jarvis, murder of, i, 102, 
Jedburgjustice, term for peculiar pun- 
ishll1ent, i. 3, 
J ellkins (Sacramento), punished by 
citizens, i, 160, 
Jenkins, tIep, -constable, kills Ruiz, i, 
40G; cxonerated, i. 4D8, 
Jenkins, J olm, noted robber, hanged 
by Vig, Com" i. 220-37, 
Je::5sup, H" 1\1., on Exec, Vig, Com" 
1831, i. 3D4; 18.3ü, ii, 113 1 character, 
ii, 1:
0; council, ii, 229, 
Jewett, C" hanging of? i., 008-9, 
, 
,J ewett, 'V, C" CommIssIOner to '\ 19, 
Com., ii, G7G, 
Jimmy-from-Town, member

 Stuart's 
gang, i. 287; ca ptl
r
d by '-lg, Com" 
i. 372' robs safe, l. 204, 318, 
Jil1kers
n, murdered, i. 4.34. 


I
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JohnA(;a
s, ship, threatens Yig,Com" 
ii. 41
. 
Johns, T, D" helps takc jails, ii. 183; 
capt, artillcry vig" ii, 2JO, 830, 531; 
court-martialled, ii, 620, 
Johnson, l1lunler of, i. 59D. 
Johnson ( Au burn), on I)OP, tri b" i. 631, 
Johnson (Colusa), punished by mob, 
1830, i. 1.3.3, 
Johnson (Sherlock Creek), in mob's 
hands, i. 529, 
Johnson, Capt" Yuma trader, i, 7
4, 
Johnson, G, p" U, S, Commissioner, 
ii. 501. 
JOIlllSOl1, J. N" attacks Lawrence, i. 
442; go,", of Cal., i. 504; character, 
ii. IG.3-6; interviews Coleman, ii, 
166-9, 582-3; seizure of jail, ii, 
Vl; 
opposes Vig, Com" ii, 2DI-303, 311; 
proclamation, ii. 
U6-8; Benicia COH- 
ference, ii. 306-10; invokes federal 
aid, ii, 338-08, 408-D; called upon 
to resign, ii. 44.3; conrse towar(l 
Vig. Com" ii, 440-30, 570, 581-7; 
overtures to Vig, Com" ii. 448-.33; 
withdra,vs proclamation, ii, 573-';'; 
message to legislature, ii, 577-81; 
review of policy, ii, .1S6-7. 
Johnson, "..." hanged Ly mob, i. 34
, 
Jones, Benicia conference, ii, 306, 
Jones, justice, Bakersfield, i. 560. 
Jones (
Iontana), hanged by yigilants, 
i. 697 -8, 
Jones ('Vyoming), shooting of, i. 71.3, 
Jones, ,V. C" judge pop. trib., i. 483. 
Jones, 'V, H, subpænaed, i. 
S3. 
J oUl'ualism, foreign, on Yig, Com" 
1831, i. 407-26; 18.jG, ii. :548-30; 
S, F, 011 Vig, Com" 1831, i, 
(j3-3; 
1830, ii. 205-2.3. 
Judge, murder of, i. 023. 
Junta Defensora de b Seguridad Púh. 
lica, work of, i. ü4-G, 
Justice, ancient and modern, aber. 
rations, i. 1-20, 


K 


Kakes, Alaskan natives, kill white
, 
i, 031. 
Kangaroo Courts, lynching tribunals, 
i. 17, 
Kay, T, B" port-warden, mC1llb
r 
t;tuart's gang, i. 2.sï; y s.ce Stu?rt.s 
confes
ion, i. 2V0-2; " lnttak(;r::l, 1. 
344-8; pursued by Yig, Com" i. 
307-70, 
Kearny, 'Yooley, arrf>st and e>.ile, ii. 
272, 2ï9, 281, 507. 
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Keating, T" murder of, ii, 5GO-1; 
Keene, J, (Bob Black), hanging of, 
career, i. 60G, 
Keith, hanged by Vig, Com" i. 714. 
Kclly, J" hanging of, i, (j!):{, 
l
elly, T" on lJlack list, ii, 2R I, 348, 
Kendricks, :Maj., commanùs :Fort De- 
fiance, i. 741, 
Kennedy, Dr, Cal)tured l,y "\ igilants, 
i, 373, 
Kellnovan, Lieut., held byVig, Com" 
ii, 3ü
, 
Kent, coroner, requesteù to resign, ii, 
446, 
E.enyon Station, mob, i. 7
!). 
Kcrr, U" editor, i. 432, 
Kibbe, Gell, 'V, C" receives state 
arms, ii. 577; has Johns court-mar- 
tialled, ii, G20, 
IGd, hanging of, i. 717, 
Kilburn, l{, L" assaulted, i, IG!), 
I
ing, T. S" character, ii. 36; King's 
assassination, ii, 59. 
King, T, B" port-collector, i. 388, 
King of 'Y m" J ames, banker Vig, 
COIll., i. 220; on yig, l)olice, i. 
JÜ; 
starts EvcningBulletill, ii, 22-4; life 
aad character, ii, 22-';; editor, ii, 24- 
3D; assassination, ii, 4
-1; death- 
bed, ii, 50-2, 201; burial, ii, 2:17; 
dlect of assassination, ii. 33-ß8, lÜ4, 
202. 
I
ill
ship, divinity of, i, 38-9, 
I
innay, L, D" on Exec, Vig, Com" i. 
3û4. 
Kinney, defends Sprenger, i. G27-30. 
Kip, Bishop, Hetherington's execu- 
tion, ii, 4U6, 500, 
I\:il'chner, A" on Exec. Vig. Com., i. 
:
ü-!, 
Kirk, G, B" hanged by Vig. Com' J i. 
GIS. 
E.Ü'kpatrick, opposes mob, i. fj31. 
Knight's I;'erry, mob, i. 538-9. 
Kllote, onlers death of Lilly, ii. GOL 
Knox, murdcr of, i. 613, 
Kohler, recorder, requested to resign, 
ii, 446. 
Koloshcs, attack whites, i. G3Û, (333, 
Ku I
lux Klan, Visalia, 18G8, i. 472. 


L 


Labatt, H, IC, on Yig. Com" ii. 78; 
on Exec" ii, 11:3, 
Laclwnai, 
I., murderer, hanging of, 
i. .j 11-1 
, 
Lr.cy, nC\-., IGnlj's Inneral, ii, 2:37, 
Lake Co" l.1oL i:1, i, 
l.ÌJ. 
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Land.jnmping, i. 642, 
Lane (Carson lli\?er), leads mob, i. :)99. 
Lalle,U,OIontana), :..oad-agent, i, 681; 
hanged by yigilunts, i. GS4, 
Langerman, y,T,. merchant, ii, 80. 
Laramie, Yig, Com" i. 7] 7, 
Laroch, counsel for Truett, ii, 612, 
L
s 

 egas, attacketl by U. B. troops, 
1, 131-8, 
Lathrop, RC\T, S. G" 'Vilson's execu- 
tion, i. 712. 
Latson, on Exec, Yig, Com" i. 441. 
Law, nature of, i. U-II, 2.}, 2S; ob- 
servance of, i. 22-.j; relation to Yig- 
ilance, i. 28; regal'lh-'<l by authori- 
ties, i. 28-31; nature's, i, 31-4; 
necessary to social harmony, i, 34- 
7; super
titions of, i. :rí-8; of forces 
as distinguished from forces, i, 40; 
in flush times, Cd" i, 41; respect 
for, Ca!., 1
4S, i. (j7-8; a(hTent, Cal., 
i, l
a-41; attitu<lc to Vig, Com" 
1831, i, 23.j-7, 402; Cal..i, 4:;1; re- 
marks 011, i, 513-14; uuder Hispano- 
Californians, i. 74:3-ü; l'eputaÛoIl of, 
S, Ji'" 18.3û, ii, 332-3; significance, ii, 
(371-3; of rep. gO\'t., ii. G77; term 
implies, ii, (riû; cflcct of law on, ii. 
683-3; sophistry, ii. ':88-9, 
Laws, effect of many, ii, G89-!)O, 
Law an<1 Onlcr Pmty, the, composi- 
tion, i. 44, 313-IÜ; ii. 142-3, (j:U-4, 
G38; policy, i. 31U-34; ii, 370-1, 
(332, Gü4; term de1ìned, ii, 141; dis- 
sension in, ii, 2m-30::!; patriotism 
of, ii, 3(j8-D. 633; composition of 
military, ii. 3D2-3; eûect of Terry's 
release upon, ii, .J.8.;-G; purpose, ii, 
58!); errors, ii, G33; criminals among, 
ii. ()8
-4; leaders, ii, (;03-4, 
Law, (}" merchant, ii, SD. 
Lawler, J" on black li::,t, ii, 281. 
La"Tenee (.i\Iontana), on pop. trib., 
i. 710. 
Lawrence (Sac,), editor, attacked by 
rowdies, i. 130, 442, 
Leadville, riot in, i, 716, 
Leake, OIl Exec, Vig, Com., Ì, 441. 
Leal, dist, atty" slaiu by I>ueblos, i. 
738, 
Lea\Tellworth, a!ealdp. S. :F" i. DO, 99. 
Leayenworth, pop, trib. in, i. 71D, 
Le Dras, F" accuseù of murder, Ì. 
370-1. 
Lee, A., hanged, i. 7.18, 
Lee, C. R. y" prest, regulators, i. 
92, 
Lee, II., oY'poses Yi:;. Com,. ii, 628-9, 
Lee, 
heri
f, dnin hy Puehlos, i. 738. 
L...'es, Ca ì?
" arrests 111 urdercrs, Î. (jG
. 



Legislature of a Thousand Drinks, 
session of, i. 108, 
Legislature, Cal., opposition to Vig. 
Com, in, ii, G27-:
O, 
Lenhart, (j-" attacked by robbers i. 
707, " 
Leslie, A" shooting of, i. 517, 
Leslie, Rev., judge, pop. trib" i. G24, 
Letrados, judges, i. 48, 
Lewis, Hen" incendiary, saved from 
mob, i. 14D; member Stuart's gang, 
i. 287; sentenced, i, 374, 
Lev
'is, J. p" murder of, i. 733, 
Lewi8, 'V., opposes election, ii, 9-10; 
expelled state, ii, 281, 593. 
Lewi:3ton Vig. Com, organized, i. 60; 
work, i. (jG3, G71-3, 
Lilly, Chris" arrest and exile, ii. 280- 
2, 593; end, ii. GOL 
Linares (L, A.), execution of, i, 745, 
Linares, Pio (
. L, Obispo), killed by 
ci tizens, i. 488. 
Linoberg, E" rouses people, i. 17G, 
Lippitt, F, J" capt. of people, i. 98; 
military,Vig, Com" ii, U4, 107, 531. 
Little Chile, S, F., location and char- 
acter, i. 74, 
Little, ,,
. H" killed by banditti, i. 
400, 
Lloyd, E" murderer, i. G09-10, 
Lloyd, (j-" murderer, i. C8Ð-IO. 
Lloyù, T., murderer, i. GI0, 
Lockwood, R, A" opposes Vig. Com,., 
i. 3û8-11. 
Logan, ßI., murder of, i. 5G9. 
Lopez, robbed, i, 144, 
Lopez, A, D., lieut, -gov" Santa Fé, i. 
733; haußing of, i. 73ß, 
Lopez, B., lutnged by vigilants, i. 492, 
Lopez, C" hanging of, i. 730, 
Lopez, L" pursued by vigilants, i. 501. 
Lopez, p" shot by citizens, i. 504. 
Lorenze, II" in mob's hands, i, 539, 
Loring, A, L" on military, Vig, Com" 
ii, 177, 
Los ..Angeles, crime, 1830-7, i. G2; i. 
4U3-4; vigilants, i, 489-91, 4
4-51
; 
mob, i. 4UG-8; early executIOns, I, 
74ô, 
Love, Lieut" attacked by Inùians, i. 
737, 
Lower Cal., disorder in, i. 49-32, 
Lowry, C" murderer, hanging of, i, 
G3G-G3, 
Lowry, G" road-agent, i. G
l. . ... 
Lowry ,1., witness, pop, tnb., 1. ,09. 
Lu 1bo
k, Terry's trial, ii. 4
3,.. 
Ledlow, J., sec'y Vig, COr-l., u, Ill, 
11 3, [),:1 1. 
Ludlow, Port, crime in, i, (3,10, 
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Lud wig, murder of, i. 4R!)-!)O, 
Ll1gas, L" shot by mob, i, 7:!9. 
Lumley, B" killing of, i, 7
!), 
Luna, J., murderer, i, 48.-)-G. 
Lunùy, E, B" leads vigilants, i. 4.j6. 
Lybia, 'V" murder of, i. G30-1. 
Lynch-law, origin of term, i. 0-7, 
L
nford la\y, term for peculiar pun. 
Ishmell t, 1. 3. 
Lynn, murderer, hælO'ed b y Vi 0', Com, 
i, Gl1. 0 b , 
Lyons, H" road-agent, i. 681; hanged 
by "igilants, i, 684, 
Lytle, murder of, i. 726. 



i 



Iacy, hanged by mob, i. 542. 

IacCrellish, proprietor Alta, ii, 72, 
l\Iachiave11i, opi:!lion of law, i. 2ft 
1\Iacondray, F, 'V" capt, night patrol, 
i, 203; Henicia conference, ii. 
07, 
1\lagruder, Lloyd, murder of, i" G,j4-f>, 
l\'Iahoney, L" expelled state, ii, 509, 
591; career, ii, 602-3. 
:l\Ialoney, J, R" iu hands Yig, Com" 
ii. 37 J-7 , 383, 400-7; expelled state, 
ii. 50!), 591; prosecutes Yig, Com., 
ii. Gl
-15; death, ii. G13, 

.laloney, R" on Vig. Com" i. 283, 
l\Ianrow, J, p" on Vig, Com" ii, 7
; 
on Exec" ii. 113, 
29; al'l'est, ii. 
619, 

lansfield, J" eùitor, killing of, i. 
452-3, 
:Manuel, hanged, i. 14.3. 
:l\Iannel, murder of, i. GOO, 

Ianuelito, capt, natives, i, 300. 

lanzana, crime b, i, 741. 
:Map, San Francisco, 1834, i. 74-.'). 
.Marcy, sec'y, reply to Johnson, ii. 
301-2, 
l\lariposa., Vig, Com" i, 4G7; mob, i. 
528-9, 540, 

1arks, S, J" 'Yildreù's trial, i. 183, 
Marley, p" leads rioters, i, 718, 
:1\1arsha11, discovers gold, i. GG. 
:l\Jarshland, S" road-agent, i, G81; 
hanged by Yigilants, i, GSG. 
:l\1artin, assaults U, 
, con:ml, i. 73G. 
J\Iartill C" hanging of, i. 714, 
1\larto, shot by mob, i. 5;3:? 
:Marysville, Vig. Com., i. .j..j3-G; in- 
cendiarism, i. 4.JG; mob, i, ,)
;J, 

Ia.!'ziou('t Compagnie, !\lcssrs"French 
ar.rellts, B. F" i. 388, 
r.la
on, (}" Stuart's trial, i. 280, 
l
aS()ll, It. 13" at 
 m.ini",tré1tion, i, 74G. 

la3tC:!1. e1e:-dw.:-.t, ii, CO, 
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1\Iasterson, hanging of, i. 603. 
.l\!ateo, murderer, hanging of, i. 72:5, 
l\Iather, G" murtlered, i. 4:54, 
l\Iaynarù, L.. on Exec, Com" 1831, i, 
394; aÜls Vig, Com. 1836, ii. 339, 
l\IcAllister, Hall, capt. of people. i. 
98; counsel against Hounds, i, 9D; 
counsel for Jansen robbers, i, 183, 
189; Jenkins inquest, i. 238; Terry's 
trial, ii. 40:5, 
l\IcAllister,1\1. H" presides U, S. Cir- 
cuit Court, ii. 503, 
l\IcA.lpine, ,vounded, i. 609, 
l\IcCauley, H., kills Sellers, trial, i. 
166-70, 
:McClanahan, Col., chairman of mass- 
meeting, i. 494-5, 
:l\1cClanahan. private, murder of, i. 737, 
:l\1cCorkle, Benicia conference, ii. 306. 
1\IcCormick, Gov" i. 717, 
:McCoy, murder of, i, 489-90, 
:McCoy, 0, p" hanging of, i. 733, 
:l\IcCrory,J" hanged Lyvigilants, i. 473, 
l\IcDonald, murderer, hanging of, i. 
4.38-9, 
l\lcDonald, A" justice, i, 64.3, 
l\IcDonald, C" murderer, shooting of, 
i. 6-11-2, 
l\IcDonald, dep-sheriff, wounded, iA47, 
1\IcDougal, J., gOY. Ca1., i. 166; proc- 
lamation, 1831, i. 331-3, 332; rescues 
vr
s.?ners, i. 3:50; before Vig, Com" 
1. 3J-l, 
:McDougall, J, A" counsel for Cora, 
ii. 3-1; pueblo papers, ii, 515-17, 
l\IcDowell, Aurora, hanging of, i. 603. 
1\1 cDowell, justice, Cab verasCo, , i. 524, 
J\lcDuffie, A. J., serg,-at-arms Vig, 
Com" i. 219; subpænaed, i. 283; 
searches for \Vhittaker, i. 333-6, 

IcDuffie, J. L" member vigilants, i, 
4.::í4, 
l\IcDuffie, J, y" gambler, U. S, mar- 
shal, ii. 
3, 503, 
:McElwee, J, V., on military, Vig, 
Com" ii. 177, 
l\lcEvoy, punished lJY mob, i. 163, 

IcFarland, l\Ia.rshal, Sonora, i. 173, 
l\IcFarland, \V, (Arizona), murder of, 
i,728, 
l\IcGee, J" killed, i. 609-10, 
:McGowan, Ed" judge, i. 270; Ü, 249, 
261-2; in British Columhia, i. 647; 
character, ii, 43-4, 24-l--9; King's 
murder, ii, 49, 208-9, 230; Casey's 
trial, ii. 2:
4; flightfromVig, Com., ii, 
2;:;1-6, 281; surrender and acquittal, 
ii. 236-7; editor, ii. 239-61; corre- 
spondence of, ii, 2(j
-ô; assaults a 
Yigilant, ii. 619. 
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l\IcGrath, J" officer. Yig, Com" i. 694. 
l\IcGrotty, King's munler, ii. 47-8. 
..McGuire, J., on hlack list, ii. 281. 
l\IcGuire, 'V., on black list, ii. 348. 
:McHellry, opposes vigilants, i. 3
0. 
.McIntyre, C" banging of, i. GIg. 
:\IcKay, killing of. i. 645, 
McKee, R" merchant, ii. 80, 
1\IcKensie nValla'Valla), hanged by 
Yig. Com" i. 637, 
:McKenzie, R" member Stuart's gang, 
i. 287; see Stuart's confession, i. 
290-1; lVhittaker's, i. 347; in vigi- 
lants' hands, i. 337-04, 
l\lcKinstry, Judge, l\IcGowan's trial, 
ii. 239, 
1IcKune, J" attacks Judge \Vilson, i. 
447. 
l\IcLean, stabbed, i. 389, 
l\IcLcan, Dr, on Vig. Com,; arrested, 
i. 431-2, 
l\lcLean, \y" arrest and exile, ii, 281- 
2, 592, 
l\lcLoughlin, J" murder of, i. 645, 
.Mc
lanus, p, 1\1., killing of, i. 670. 
l\IcXabb, J" shooting of, ii. 607. 
1\Ic:Yiel, murder of, i. 734, 
:Meacham, hunts :l\IcGowan, ii. 234, 

Ieeks, on Exec. Vig, Com" i. 441. 
1\leiggs, H" candidate for alderman, 
ii. 9, 
l\lclIon, Bob, warned from Truckee, 
i, 463. 
l\Iellus, G" Burdue's trial, i. 270, 
l\Ielone, pop, trib, in, i. 170. 
Mercer, in vigilants' hands, i. 437, 
.Metcalf, sues Vig. Com" i, 308-10. 
l\Ietlacatlah, law at, i. 648, 
::\Ieuse, H, :H', N" hanged, i. 748, 
:Meyer, \V" treas, Vig, Com., ii. 113. 
:Mexico, l)OP. tribe in, i. 18, 46-D, 

Iiddleton, J" on Vig. Com" i. 297, 
:\Iike, \V ooly, punished by mob, i. 146. 
l\Iilitia, S, F., joins Vig, Com., ii. 93, 
)1iller, vV" hanged by mob, i. 524, 
1Iilne, on Exec, Vig, Com" i, 4-11. 

liners, morals, i. 14'2-3; Sunday 
among, i. 533; regard for women, i. 
577-8; in mobs, i 66.3, 
.Miners' Leaguf;, the, organized; do- 
ings, i. Gll-l:!, 
)line::" mobocracy in, i,142-78,513-87. 
)lines, Rev., J cnkins' execution, i. 
232; Stuart's execution, i. 2U3. 

Iiramontes, A., election inspec, ,ii, 10, 
:Mobocracy, compared with vigilance, i. 
8-13; ii, 633,668; in mines, i, 1-12-78, 
513-87, 6ß3; cyils of, ii, 691-2. 
)lobs, methods, i. 14G-57, See l\loboc- 
racy. 



1\] odl'rato
'3, correspondinr r to Yig, 
G 1111., i. 1 7, .:> 
1\IokcluInl1e Hill, Vig, COIn., i. -1ûG-7: 
mob, i. ,':") 1 H, 3.:m, 
:Mono Co" moLs in, i. 0")70, 
1\lo111'oe, capt. law and orùer P art y ii. 
3
'8. ' 
1\Iontague, \y, \y" on Yig, Com, ii. 1:
:;, 
l\lontana, gold, silyer, discoyered, i. 
Gï-1; pop, trih., i. (j7-1-721; Plum- 
mer'::; gang in, i. 073-88, 
1\Iuntercy, 
\..luerican flag raised, i. 10:3; 
Yig. Com" i, 4ï7-80; moll, i. 534; 
early executions, i. 744-ô, 
:Uonterey Co., mob in, i. 573. 
:Uontezuma, desperadoes in, i, 713, 
ßlun..gomery, Capt., raist8 American 
flag, i. 103, 
1\1 oore, A., hanged, i. 717. 
1\loore, A. K, in moL's hands, i. 544. 
:Uoore, Gad, road-agent, i. G8I. 
1\loore, Sheriff, murder of, i, 294, 
1\10(1 ui 
ch, Indian, hanged, i. G20, 
1\Iora
i ty, l)hases of, Cal. ; reflections on, 
i. ] 14-18, 
1\loran, J" hanging of, i, 638, 
1\Iore, ,1. 
1., killing of, i, 070, 
:l\Iore11o, Lieut, Don V" commander, 
Santa Fé, i. 734, 
l\Iorgau. Harrison, hanged by mob, i. 
303-4, 
1\1organ, Hugh, in mob's hands, i, 317, 
l\Iorgan, J" hanging of, i. 714, 
1\Iorg an , J, 
I., member Stuart's gang, 
i. 
87, 
:Uormon justice, nature of, i. 33, 
:Morll10ns, in N m-ada, i, 58, 
:Moroe, L., murder of, i. G43, 
1\Ior1'Ìs, hanging of, i. 718, 
:Morris, \V" hanged, i. 748. 
1\1oITis, \-y, ß" witness, pop. trib" i. 
700. 
1\1orton, seizure of \Vhittaker, i, 330, 
J\Iud Springs, pop, trib, in, i. 323, 
1\1 nIlan, :Marshal, opposes mob, i. 3G3. 
l\1ullen, lJ" hanging of, i. 718, 
l\Iulligan, Billy, deputy-sheriff, ii. 32; 
Kiu'r's murder, ii, 38; expl'lled state, 
ii, 2ïD-81; career, ii, ü0-1-8; kills 
:\lcX aLh and Hart, ii. G07; shooting 
of, ii. G08; l)rosecutes Yig, COlll., ii. 
G12-14, 
1\Iullory, T" expelled state, ii. 300, 
3D 1. 
1\1 ulloy, T" expelled state, ii. :?
 1. 
1\Iunson, Judge, meùiator, gov. ancl 
Vi(" Com" ii. 444, 
1\Iuri
ta, Joaquin, hegins depreda- 
tions, i. 4J!J; att..'tcked, i. 43.). 
:Murphy Diggings, pop, trib., i. :>21-2. 
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I nrray, F, 
ee Y a:l!we 
ulli\.an. 

IUI'ray, H. C" chief-justice, i. 3.;U; ii. 
:

;:!-
t 
.:\Iusgmve, I, ð" e:-.pdled state, ii. 
5
)
. 

hl sgrove, L, H" hanging of, i. 7lG. 

Iutchler, C., shot IJY moL, i. J'73-G. 

Iyers, killing of, i, I (j 1. 


N 


Kaglee, H, 
I., 011 Exec, Vig, Com" i. 
3U4, 
Kapa, feud with ßenicia, i. ltiG-70; 
l\lcGowan's trial at, ii, :!jS-9, 
N

i?nal Guards, sille with Yig, Com" 
11, 324, 
Kations, growth of, ii. G77 -8. 
Ka\"ajos, cUllning, i. ';41. 
Ka\-arra, 1>" shot hy citizens, i. 50-1. 
Keal, .:\lrs 
" 111m'llcr of, jü:!. 
Neall, J" introduces locks, Cal., i. 70; 
on Vig, Com., i. 
Uf), 
Kelson, J" kills Hall, i. 4(;3, 
Nevada, early society, i, ';)7, GOI-2; 
pop, triLs" i. 3D

-ü:! 1. 
KC\ada City, Yig, Com" 18':;1, i. 439- 
Gl. 
X eve, Felipe de, administration of, i. 
74-1, 
Kew Dungeness, Yig, ('om" i, G3S-40, 
Kew 
Iexico, early triL:;:", i. 3
; pop. 
tribs" i. 734--1:3- 
X cw Orle3 ns, Y ig, Com., i. 18, 
K ew York of the l'acific, mob in, i. 
137, 
Kewhall, \V, L" editor, ii. 20ft 
Kicholas, p" murllerer, i, :;:
.-
O. 
Kicholson, )Irs, killed by Tarpey, i. 
480, 
Kiùever, G" beaten by m')h, i. 4
:?, 
Kight vatrol, organi7ation of, i. 203, 
Nordhotf, Chas" opinioll of law, i. 
30, 
Korth, )Iarsllal, King's assasRination, 
ii. 58-U; delivers Ca
eyto Vig, Com., 
ii, I no 1; resigns, ii. :1:)1. 
Norton, J mlge, confidence in, ii. :n. 
X orton, )1., counsel for HOUJllIs, i. 
100, 
Xugellt, .T., as eùitor, ii, 2:1, Sl-
, 21:!; 
Dcmpster's opinion of, ii, :!:!:J; au- 
thor's opinion, i. :!:!-!- j; atty. agaill::.t 
Yig, Com., ii, 3
 1-;), ü l:-;-]!), 
N uïíaz. y" hanging of, i. 7:
3, 
Xutman, judge, pop, trih" i. :;,")8. 
Kutting, C" on E
ec, Yig, Com" ii. 
113. 
Xyc, J. \y" gO\?, Xe\"alla., i. (jl
. 
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Oakes, G" on Vig. Com" i. 206-10, 
2:!Ð, :!S4, 
Oakland, mob, i, 5-14. 
Oakley, D, L" serg,-at-arms, Yig, 
Com., i, 394. 
O'Conor, C., counsel for Truett, ii. ü12. 
O'Donnell,.J" hanged bymob, i. 564-,), 
D'Dougherty, J" member, E, C, p, p, 
t;"i,OI4, 
Oldman, murdered, ii. ID3, 276, 
Oliphant, J" killing of, i, 7IU. 
Olivas, J" banged by citizens, i, 508-9, 
OUiver, murder of., i, 72ü, 
Olney, J, N" King's assassination, ii, 
01; on Vig, Com" ii, 94, f)(), 10.J-.7; 
guarJs jail, ii. 170; commalHls mili- 
tary, ii. 170-7. 
4Ð, 532; helps take 
jail, ii, 170-80; strengthens Fort 
Vigilance, ii, 317; Terry's arrest, 
ii, 381-3; trbl, Ü, 471; captures \
, 
Howanl, ii, 3U4-5, 
Olsen, C" hange(l by mob, i, 509. 
Ohn
ll, n" hangeù, i. 748, 
Olympia, incelldiarisln in, i. 642. 
o ':ì\I eal'a , murder of, i. 53G, 
O:
lera, T., rohhell, i, 5G2, 
O'X eal, J., hanging of, i. G70, 718, 
Oregon, early society, i. 58-0; !)oP, 
trl1J., i. ü:22-3-1, 
Oro rino, gold ùiscovered, i, 50, 
OroviUe, mob, i. 5G9, 
Ortega, orders criminals shot, i. 7-14, 
OS3ood, E, S., on \ïg, Com., ii. 382; 
reply to gov,'s message, ii, 583, 
o.sgood, J, J(" on Exec, Com, Vig" 
ii. Il3, 178, 
Otis, hanging of, i. 339. 
Ow hi, Yakima chief, shooting of, i, G34, 
Oxley, J" OPl)oses 111ob, i. 549-51. 


P 


Pacheco, A., in mob's hands, i. IG3. 
Pacífico, execution of, i. 744, 
Page, F, Y{., on Exec, Vig, Com" ii. 
]}3, 
}>age, \V" roaJ-agent, i. ü81; impli- 
cated in murùer, shot, i. ÜJG-G:
, 
Paine, \y" witness, pop, trib" i. 544. 
l")almer, Cook a11J Co" bankers, ii. 4, 
20, 26, 
Palmer, J, C" \Yhittaker's capture, i. 
3:
G, 
Pamò, shot, i, 74:4, 
Panamá, Isthmus, vigilance movement, 
i, 17. 
Pansa, hanged hy mob, i, .'jGO-l. 
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Papers. See Journalism, 
Parish, F" hanged by vigilants, i, G84. 
Parker, in mob's hands, i. 544, 
Parker, E, H" assists Vig, Com" ii. 
Ill. 
Parote, J" murder of, i, 333-6, 
Parrott, J, S" on Exec, Vig, Com" i. 
394, 
Parsons, Levi, juJge, district court, i. 
138, 
4!, 
Patrick, H, C" editor, i, 432, 
Patrick, \V, C., hanging of, i, 706, 
Patterson (IJaho), shoots Pinkham, i. 
GG4-3, 
Patterson, J. A" saloon-keeper, i. 80; 
treas, regulators, i. U2, 
Pawnees, attack trains, i, 737, 
Payette Valley, Vig, Com" i, GG4. 
Payne, hanging of, i, ü4
, 
Payrau, 
., on Exec, Yig, Com" i. 218. 
3GO, 3!)..t; character, i. 246-7; exam- 
ines Stuart, i. 273--82; 'Yhittaker, i. 
341; Exec, report, i. :{S4, 
Peabody, merchant, ii. 80, 
Peachy, guanls jail, ii. 200, 
Pearson, Capt" expels Duane from 
ship, ii. 3Un. 
Peck, senator, ii, 20. 
Pelton, school supt" requested to re- 
sign, ii. 44G, 
Pen d 'Oreille River, golJ discoyered, 
i. 59, 
People's Reform Party, organization, 
action of, ii, ü41-58, 
Perez, Gov" killed by Puehlos, i. 73.3. 
Perley, Terry's trial, ii, 403. 
Peter:Jon, Judge, opposes mob, i. 33
. 
Peterson, G, T" merchant, ii, ðO. 
Peyton, B" presides mass-meeting, ii. 
12; Benicia conference, ii, 307 ; Terry'8 
trial, ii. 403, 
Phillips, J, n" charges Durkee witL 
piracy, ii. 301. 
Phillips, J, G" hands of Vig, Com" 
ii, 373-G. 
Phillips, \V" murder of, i. G57-0, 
Phællix, paper, begins publication, ii. 
23!)-GO, 
Phænix, pop, trib, in, i, 'j:!9, 
Pico, 
\.ndrés, hunts banditti, i. 500. 
Pico, Pio, administration, i, 74G, 
Pierce, Pres" action regarding Vig. 
Com" ii, 328, 
Pinkham, shooting of, i, ü(j.'). 
Pinto, on Yig, Com" ii. 04. 
Pioche, Yig, Com" i. G18, 
Pioneer City, named Hog'em, i. 50, 
Pixley, F, 1\1., Bnnlue's trial, i. 270; 
opposes \-igilants, i. 282--4; see Stu- 
ar
':3 confession, i, 200, 



Pizanthb, ,J., killed by moh, i. ü82, 
PlacenTille, first pop, trih., i, 14,1, 
Pleasant 
prings, moh, i. 170, 
Plumas Co., mòb in, i. .368, 
Plummer, H" sheriff, record of crime 
i.,67.3; gan
of, i. 67.3-88; hanged by 
ngllants, 1, G83, ' 
Plutarch, opinion of law, i. 29. 
Poindexter, Sheriff, i. 470, 
Politics, relation to vigilance, ii. 624- 
5.3, 
Politics and parties, early S, F., ii. 2-5, 
Political ethics, remarks on, ii. 678-80, 
Pollock, N, L,. killing of, i. 204, 
Pomponio, execution of, i. 744, 
Popular government, i. 21-45. 
Popular Trihunals, examples in his- 
tory, i. 2-5; origin in America, i. 
7 -8; southern states, i. 17; .Mexico, 
British Columbia, Australia, i.I8-19; 
})arty, i, 43; Placerville, i, 144; de- 
grees and efficacy. i. 433-40; Utah, 
K evada, i. 593-621; fur-traders, i. 
622-3, G44-6; Oregon, i. 622-34; 
'Yashington, i. 634-44; British Co- 
lumhia, i, G44-!); Alaska, i. 630-3; 
Idaho, i, (),')4-73; 
Iontana, i. 674- 
721; Arizona, i. 722-34; New 
Iex- 
ico, i.734-43; as dispensers of justice, 
i, "; 4f); reflections and lessons, ii. 6G4- 
9'>; 
:naterial, ii. 6G5; quality of pun- 
ishments, ii, 6(),); cause, ii. GOO, 
Port Gamhle, mob, i. 643. 
Post, (j-, B., King's assassination, ii. 
G3; merchant, ii, 80, 
Post, J" on Exec, Yig, Com" i, 394, 
Powers, Jack, murderer, i., 486; ßlc- 
Gowan's flight, ii. 2.32; arrest, ii, 

,)G, 
Powers, ,Jimmy, hanging of, i, 670, 
718, 
Pratt, N" murder of, i, 540, 
Prefect, duties, i. ] 10, 
l>rim, miner, on pop, trib., i. 627-30. 
Prior, Carrie, expelled Truckee, i. 463. 
PrÍ\"ate 'Yatch, Vig, Com, Sydney, i, 
19-20, 
Promontory, Vig, Com, in, i, G]6, 
Prudon, y" precst, Vig, Com" i. 64, 
Pueblos, rebellion of, i. 734-6; assail 
Taos, i. 7:J8; att
ck Turley's place, 
i. 73D-40, 
Pueblo Papers, the, controversy over, 
ii, 51 :
-24, 
Pullis, J, C" steward S, F, regulators, 
sheriff, i. 92, 
Punishment, early Ca1., i, 122-
, ... 
Purdy Sam, assaults 
lr RoLL, 1. 3,4, 
Purpl
, A., expelled state, ii. 281,509, 
5tH. 
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Qualchi{,l1, chief Yakimas, hanging 
of, i. 03-1. 
Quisenbury, murder of, i. i37, 


R 


Rabe, \V" suspended Yig, Com.., ii. 510, 
llailroaùs, robbing of, i. 7
O, 
R:tins, ,J.. munler of, i. ,:;07, 
R3-!ston, .r. 'V" le o t l'islature, 18;:;3 i, 
200. ' 
Rawl, C. E., captures arms, ii. 375; 
arrest ßnd trial for piracy, ii. ;'04-6. 
Randall, A" murder of, ii. 489-90, 
Randall, H" merchant, ii, 80. 
Randolph, E" opposes Vig, Com" i. 
3U8-1], 320, 
Rankin, merchant, ii. 80, 
Raney, ßIcKee, escapes mob, i, .331. 
Rapid City, pop, trib., i. 718, 
Ray, Benj,. chief of police, i, 236, 
Ray, :Ned, road-agent, i, 68]; hanged 
by vigilants, i. G83, 
Raymond, hanged by people, i. ;:;27, 
Raymond, R" shooting of, i, GGj, 
Raynes, ,J" on Exec, Vig, Com" 1. 
394. 
Reed, merchant, ii. 80, 
Reed, J" hanging of, i. 6;0, 718, 
Reetl, I" hanged by Vig, Com" i, 6
j, 
HeC'se, J, 
I., Terry's arrest, ii. 38.-l-,í, 
Regan, capt, law and order party, ii. 
388, 
Regulators, corresponding to Vig. 
Com" i, 17, 
Regulators, See S. F. Society, 
Reid, murder of, i. 726, 
Retchit, J., on black list, ii. 348. 
Reusch. hanged by moh, i, ;)70-1. 
Reyes, 
l., shot by mob, Í. 728. 
:P.,eynoltls, G, D" murder of, i, G-I3, 
Heynolds, 'V. T" on Exec, Vig, Com, 
ii. ll
. 
Rhodes, 'V, H. (Caxton), 0'1 evilsnfthe 
times, 18;:;6, ii, 199-20]; attempts 
history of Vig. Com., ii. 312. 
Rice, C" hangetl hy citizens, i. 734, 
Rice (s. F,), opposes vigilant.';, i...;
20, 
Rice, .J" King's assassination, lI. 02; 
on Yig, Com" ii. 7.3; serg.-at.arms, 
ii. 96, 113, 
Richard, Capt., helps take j
il, 
i, ISO. 
Richardson, 'V, II" assassmatlOn of, 
ii. 29-31. 
Richie, hanging of, i. 540-1. . , 
Richie (},lontana), on pop, tnb" 1, 
C78, 



7G6 


Rideout, murderer, hanged, i. 5
6. 
Jliggs, capt, law and order party, ii. 
388, 
Riggs, 'V" murder of, i, 566. 
llightmire, on Exec, Vig, Com" i. 441. 
Rights of man, early CaI., i, 41. 
I
iley, Gen" as military ruler, CaI., i. 
10Ü-10S, 
TIny, J" membpr, E, C, P. p, S" i, 
G14, 
I:itchie, J" discharged by Vig, Com" 
ii. 528, 
l
inls, Jesus, murderer, hanged, i. 
489-91. 
I:obb, J" assaulted, i. 374; editor, i, 
4,)2, 
llohbes, hanged by mob, i. 568-9. 
Robbins, G, C., opposes mob, i, 632, 
TI.oLerts, S" leader of regulators, i. 92; 
attacks Chilean quarters, i, 93-G; 
arrested, i, 99-100, 
Roberts, 1\1. R" Benicia conference, ii. 
307, 
Robertson, T" quiets mob, i. 524, 
Robinson, hanged by vigilants, i, 444; 
life, i. 444-7. 
Robles, N" murderer, hanged by vig- 
ilants, i, 486, 489, 
Hochil1, I" execution of, i. 7'44. 
Rockwell, ,y, M" addresses Vig, Com. 
ii, 407, 
Rocky l\Iountain Detectiye Associa- 
tion, organized, i. 720, 
Roe, F, .J" hanged by mob, i. 161. 
Rogers (Or,), justice, character, i. 
G2G; tried hy pop, trib" i, 629-30, 
Rogers \V.. H" 011 Exec. Vig, Com" 
ii, 113; Terry's arrest, ii, 382, 
Rollinson, merchant, ii, 80. 
Romain, J, p" murderer, hanged, 1, 
G3G-63; road-ageut, i, 681. 
Rosas, José, execution of, i, 744. 
Rose J3ar, mob at, i, ]43-6. 
Ross, D, L" merchant, ii, 80. 
Ross, C, L" trial Jansen robbers, i. 
189, 
Roundhead, Jimmy, captured by vig- 
ilallts, i. 372, 
Rousson, J" robbed by Hounds, i. 81. 
Rowe, opposes vig, police, ii, 377-8. 
Rowe, 'V. ('Yyoming), capture of, i. 
715, 
Rowland, murder of, i,371. 
Rubio, F" execution of, i. 745. 
nuiz, ..c\." killed, i, 496, 
l
ussdl, Rev., whipping of, i. 743. 
R,ussell, U, A" hanged, i, 748, 
Russell, H, A" on vig, police, ii. 377, 
Ryan, Justice, requested to resign, ii. 
44G. 
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Ryan (
lontana), stage.robber, i, 71.'5. 
Ryan (8, F,), capt, law and order 
11arty, ii, 388, 
Ryckman, (f, 'V., prest, Exec, Com., 
i,218; Jenkins' trial, i. 231-2; char- 
acter, i, 248-50; examines 'Yhitta- 
ker, i. 342-3: a spy in jail, i, 361; 
vice- prest" Vig, Com., i. 384, 394. 
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Sacksin, C" in hands of Vig, Com" i. 
448, 
Sacramento, meeting for provis, govt" 
i. 103; law and disordcr, i, 1;36; 
mob, i, 161; Vig, Com" i, 441-8; 
approves Vig, Com" 1836, ii, 20
-3. 
Safford, 00\." i, 726, 728, 732, 
Sagan'a, J" execution of, i. 743. 
Sage, in mob's hands, i. IG4. 
Saguaripa, J" hanging of, i, 730. 
Saint l>aul, opinion of law, i, 28, 
Salmon, trcas" Vig, Com" i. 220, 
Salt Lake City (:\Iontana), trib" i, 6fJ3. 
San Diego, Vig, Com" 1833, i. GI-4; 
i, 492; early executions, i. 744, 
San Francisco, causes of crime in, i, 
2.3-7; map, 1834, i, 73--4; Eng, con- 
victs, i, 73-3; incendiarism, 1831, i. 
74; i. 139-41; attacks IIounds, i, 
97-102; name, i. 103; meeting for 
proviso govt" i, 103; eàrly munici- 
pal govt" i, 106-11; first election, 
i. 108; early govt, extravagance, i. 
133; first capital execution, 18.)2, i. 
133,746-7; crime, 1830, i, 137; 1831, 
i, 201-4, 367-78; indignation meet- 
ing, 1831, i. 138; effect Vig, Com., 
183 I, i, 404-6; 1836, ii. 639-û3; ex- 
oaus of criminals, i. 437-9; ii, ü49; 
executions, i. 747-9: changes, 1831.-.3, 
ii. 1-5; political corruption, ii, 2-2], 
446; early society, ii, 13-21; effect 
of King's murtler, ii, 53-G8; effect 
of Terry's release, ii, 47,)-6; pro- 
claimed in a state of insurrection, 
ii. 298, 373; proclamation w
th- 
drawn, ii. 5Ti; municipal reform, ii. 
G41-38; consoli(lation act, ii. 643, 
San Francisco Society of Hcgulators, 
organized, i, 88-91; officers, i, Ð
; 
attack Chilean residents, i. !J3-6; 
scattered by citizens, i, 97-101. 
San Gabriel, mob, i, 5G.)-ü, 
San J osé, meeting for })ro\"is. govt" i. 
103: Legislatnre of a Thollsand 
D!
lll
s meets, i, 108; pop, trib., 
4 J ,)-G, 
San J nan, 11101>, i. ;")()j -8, 



San Luis Obispo, crime, vigilants, i. 
483-9, 
San Luis Rey, mob, i. 570. 
Sanchez, betrays secret of pueblo 
papers, ii, 513-16, 
Sanchez, F" election inspector, ii, 10, 
Sanchez, S" hanging of, i, 508, 
Sanders, Co!., on pop, trib" i. Gi8. 
Sandoval, C" hanged, i, 492. 
Sanford, mob in, i, 728, 
Sanford, C" attacked, i, 504, 
Sanford, F., saved from mob, i. 443, 
Sanford, J., murder of, i. 509. 
Santa Bárbara, mob, i, 482-5; early 
executions, i 744, 
Santa Clara, Vig. Com" i, 474-7, 
Santa. Cruz, Vig, Com" i. 477; múb, i, 
573. 
Santa Fé, insuITection in, i. 734-G, 
Santa Hcrmandad; see Holy Erother- 
hood, i, 4. 
Sargent, opposes Vig, Com" ii. 624-3, 
Sassovich, A" hangcd, i, 748. 
Saulnier, J" merchant, ii. 80. 
Saunùers, B. C., on Exec. Vig, Com., 
i. 394. 
Saunders, G" hanged by vigilants, i. 
698. 
Scannell, sheriff, S. F., ii. 32; delivers 
jail to Vig, Com" ii. 186, 192; re- 
quested to resign, ii. 44G, 
Schaeffer, F. W., member vigilants, i, 
454, 
Schenck, G. E" juror, Jansen robbers, 
i, Hn; Jenkins' execution, i. 234; 
Stuart's trial, i. 287. 
Sch wartz, hanged by mob, i, 540. 
Scott, A" hanged by mob, i. IG.3. 
Scott, Doctor, the case of, ii, G3:5-7. 
Scruggs, R" hanging of, i, 71D. 
Seachriest, J., hanged by vigilants, i. 
697. 
Sears, officer, murder of, i. 643. 
Seattle, pop, trib., i. G43, 
Sedgwick, Sheriff, i, 5G3. 
Selby, T, H" on Vig, Com.., ii. 134. 
Selden, merchant, ii, 80, 
Seligman, J" claim allowed by vigi- 
lants, i, 387. 
Sellers, murder of, i. 168, 
Selover, threatens King of'Vrn" ii, 
28, 
ScpÚlveda, Dolores, murdered, 
, Zi 4 , 
ScpÚlveda, J" hangc

 by 
ob, 
: Ju9. 
Se y ù E, on Exec, 'lg, Com., 11,113, 
" 1 ,1 . r:: 1 (), 
Seymour, in mob's lanus, 1. 0, 
,. __ 
Sharp, hanged by mob,! 1
.30,_:- I;.).). 
Shasta, Vig, Com" 18Jl, 1. 4JI-8, 
Shattuck, D, D" defends Jansen roL- 
bel's, i. 189, 


I:NDEX. 


707 


Shattuck, D, 0" presides mass-meet- 


lg, ii. 33!J; Terry's imprisonment, 
11, 404; "\ iew on Terry's position ii. 
430-1. ' 
Shaw, merchant, ii. 80, 
Shears, G" road-agent, i. D81; hangcd 
by vigilallts, i. DS7, 

hcldon, hanged by mob, i. .344. 
8hephenl, Justice, Jansen's trial, i. 
183, lSD, 
Shepherd, 'V. B., hanging ùf, i. 'i 48, 
Sheridan. E" murdereù, i. 7.18, 
Sh,
rman, 'V, T" opposC's Yig, Com" 
11, 148-30, 290-7, 310-12, 3W-17, 
58
; commanùs lawallll orùer pariy, 
ii. IG4, IDG; character, ii. 173-4; mi:3- 
sf;..'Üements on Cal., 18.36, ii, 
S4-a; 
criticisms on, 284-9; maj,-gen, of 
militia, ii,296; resigns, 310-11; Reiz- 
ure of jail, ii. 291; 13enicia confer- 
ence, ii, 30G-IO, 
Shields, shooting of, i, 5G4, 
Shorty, hanged by Vig, Com" i. 714. 
Sierra Co" mob in, i. 3G4-7 , 
Sigourney, prest, Vig. Com" i, 512, 
Silvas, J" capture and ha:aging of, i. 
301-2, 
Sih
er, discovered, 1\Iontana, i, G74, 
Sime, J" Benicia confercnce, ii. :D7. 
Simmons, C" hanged by moo, i. 16l. 
Simms, hanging of, i. 6'73, 
Simpson,SirG" member Hudson's Bay 
Co., i. G44, 
Sims '-s, Sprenger, case of, i, G2G-38. 
Sitka, taken by Koloshcs, i, 630; law 
in, i, 631-3, 
Skinner, C" robber, i. 63G, G81; hanged 
Ly vigilants, i. (iSO, 
Slade, J, A., character, i. 688, G92; 
hanging of, i, 690-1. 
Slater, H" murder of, i. GD.3-6, 
Slater, "T., murderer, escap
s mob, i. 
139, 1G
, 
Slim Jim, hanged by Yig, Com" i. 
637. 
Sloat, Commodore, raises American 
flag, i. 103, 
Sloct
l
1, A,. arrest of, i. GG7, 
Smiley, T. .T. L., King's assassination. 
ii, 61; on Yig, Cum" ii, 7U, 81, ]

; 
vice - prest" ii, 113 ; character. 11, 
129-30; helps take jail, ii. un; COUll- 
sel for Cora, ii, 231-2; member com, 
on address, ii. 320, ,'j
ï; Terry's ar- 
rest ii, 3132; trial, 436. 441, -iUS; 
alh-
cates release of oppùsitioll, ii. 
392; counsel for Hetherington, ii, 
492; bondsman for nand. ii, .)O-t
 on 
com, paeLlo papcr
, ii, 521; auctlUn- 
eel', ii. 3-l-1, 
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Smith (El :Monte), whipping of, i. 5
1. 
Smith (Montana), on pop, trib., i, GiS; 
expelled by vigilants, i. G79-80, 
Smith, A" oPl)oses Vig, Com., ii. 324, 
Smith, Gen. 1:', j1"'" assumes commanù, 
Cal., 1849, i, 106, 
Sm] th, J, G" member vigilan ts, i, 434, 
Smith, J, S" killing of, i, 548-9, 
Smith, Justice, trial :Metcalf vs, Ar- 
gen ti et aI., i. 308, 
Smith, 0" chief vig, police, 1851, i, 
3jG; 1836, ii, 86, 93, 113; seizure of 
\Yhittaker, i. 362, 
Smith, "
m" murder of, i. 617, 
Smith, \V. \y" member 
farysville 
vigilants, i. 434. 
Snelling, mob, i. 546, 
Snow, G" murder of, i. 171-3, 
Society, early, Cal., i, 41, 36; 1848-9, 
i. 69-i3; Nevada, i. 37-8; Oregon, 
\Yashington, i. 58-9; Idaho, i, 59- 
. 60; S, F" ii. 13-21. 
Socorro, crime in, i, 740, 
Solano Co" mob in, i. 539. 
Soldiers, as thief-takers, i, 719-20. 
Solomon, Sheriff, i. 537. 
Someryille, R" Casey's trial, ii. 48, 
Sonoma, mob, i. 540, 371, 573, 
Sonora, 1\Iex" tribunal, i, 48, 
Sonora,mob,i, 152-5, 173-8,533,546; 
Vig. Com" 4G7-9; favors Vig, Com" 
183G, ii, 203, 
SOl1orefio, tried by pop, trib" i, 48.3. 
Soto, 1\1., shot by citizens, i. .304, 
Soulé, F., editor, ii, 206, 208-9, 
Soulé, S" on Vig, Com" ii, 133; bonds- 
man for Durkee, ii, 504, 
Spanish society, tribunals of, i. 46-.3.3; 
regarù for law, i. 61-2. 
Spence, J, F" Burdue's trial, i, 270, 
Spence, J, R" judge, Jansen robbers, 
i. 18D, 
Spencer, murder of, i. 524, 
Spencer, H" opinion of law, i. 29, 
Npofford, Capt, , chief marshal, i. 98. 
Spofford, killing of, i, IG3, 
Sprenger YS, 
ims, case of, i. 626-30, 
St Clair, J, \V" hanging of, i, 712. 
Stage-robbing, i. 71.3, 7
O, 
Staley, J, p" cattle-thief, shot by vig- 
ilants, i, 700-1. 
Stanford Bros" merchants, ii, 80, 
Stapleford, J, D" Deputy's trial, i. 
470-1. 
Steele, examined by Exec. Com, Vig" 
i. 3,),), 
Hteilacoom, pop, trib" 641-2. 

teinhart, L" member vigilants, i. 
4,j,1:. 

tel)hcns, J" expelled state, ii, 592, 


IXDEX, 


Rt

:I
':'l
, Alice, l
ills HaJl1mOl
{t i. 
.->4. ;-ü. 
Hteveus, lnercha:!.lt, ii, 81. 
Steward TIros" killing of, i. 520, 
Stewart, F" murder of, i, Ü43. 
Ste\vart, J, 1'1., sheriff, opposes mob, 
, --,., 
1. .M:". 
Stillman, assesssor, requested to re- 
sign, ii, 44G. 
Stillman, Dr J, D, B" King's assassi- 
nation, ii, G2; account of Duane, ii. 
599-600. 
Stinson, Buck, road-agent, i. 681; 
hange<l by vigilants, i. ü83, 
Stockton. crime, Yig, Com" 1831, i. 
449-33, 
Story, C, R" on Vig, Com" ii, 13,), 
Stoughton, ,y" hanged by mob, i, G34, 
Stout, A, B.. on Exec, Yig. Com" i, 394, 
Stuart, James, character, i. 2ü7-9, 
2D8; apprehended by Yig, Com., i, 
273; confession, i. 28f3-D4; trial, i, 
282; execution, i, 294-98; \Yhit- 
taker's confession, i, 343-8, 
Subiate, 1\1., arrest of, i, 729, 
Sullivan, James, hanging of, i, G43, 
Sullivan, John, on Vig, Com., i. "277, 
Sullivan, p" robLe<1, i, 437, 
Sulliyan, Yankee (F, 1\lurray), as ba1- 
.lot-box stuffer, ii, 6-8; arrest, ii. 
271 ; suici<1e, ii. 273, 281; confesbion, 
ii. 274-5, 
Surprise Yalley, mob in, i, 534. 
Surroca, Father, murder of, i, 49, 
Sutherland, H, H" shot, i. GI9, 
Sutherland, 'r, 'V" addresses Yig, 
(;0111., ii. 407, 
SU,
ro
 0" Prof., King's assassination, 
u, (j2, 
Sutter, Capt" at Sutter Fort, i. 158-9. 
Sutter Fort, tribunal, i. 158-9, 
Sutter Creek, mob, i, 5GO-1. 
Sweetzer, merchant, ii. 80. 
Swift,,}, 
I" on Exec. Yig, Com" i. 394. 
Swoope, H", mur<1er of, i. 731-2, 
Sydney convicts, Cal., character, i, 33D, 
Sydney Town (S, F,), location, char. 
acter, i, 74, 
Sylyester, arrested by vigilants, i, 389. 
Sylyester, J" murdered, i. 509. 


T 


Tabor, murderer, pardoned by gm"., i. 
4,j3, 
Tacom, pop, trih" i. 643, 
Taft, H., rohber, i. 374, 
Tammany Hall, R. F" location, i. ';Ð; 
bro
>:en up, i. DO. 



Tanne.L, thief, in citizens' ho.11(ls, i. 3
3. 
Taos, assailed by PneLlos, i. 7:38. 
Taquo.qui, executell, i, 744. 
Taxation in S. F., i, 13:J, 
Tatman. J, II., killing of, i. 727, 
Taylor, ...-\.. J" business, ii, G08; shoot- 
ing of, ii, 609, 
Taylor, J. 
I., on Vig, Com., ii. 73; 
yice- prest" ii. 86, 113, 
Taylor, Rev" King's funeral, ii, 237, 
Templc, IcaJer vigilants, i. ü:t 
Templeton, B, S" found hung, i. 472. 
TelTY, D, S" Stockton, i831, i. 432; 
opposcs Yig, Lom, , 1836, ii, 202-6, 
317; character, ii. 292,418-24; Deni- 
cia conference, ii, 306-10; as chicf- 
justice, ii. 334; arrest by Yig. Com., 
ii, 370-86, 5GU; stabs Hopkins, ii, 
37U; preparation to try, ii, 402-18; 
letter to Vig. Com., ii. 403; appeals 
for aiJ, ii,40U-IO; imprisonment, ii, 
424-7; efforts to relcase, ii. 433,448; 
trial, ii. 434-48; charges against, ii, 
436-7; release, ii, 4G6-73, 
Terry, :àlrs, Terry's imprisonment, ii, 
424-6, 
Ten
;illiger, Billy, road-agent, i. GS1. 
Tcschemacher, on Exec, Vig, Com" i. 
3D4, 
Texas, dgilance movement, i, 17, 
Texas Eob, captured Ly vigilants, 1. 
G77; cxpellcll, i. G8G, 
Thayer, opposes mob, i, [,8.3. 
Thomas, H, C" hanging of, i. 717, 
Thomas, ,y" escapes hanging, i. 70G, 
Thompson, E" hangell by mob, i. 5G7. 
Thompson, J" wanled out of state, ii, 
[)28, 
Thompson, Jas" hunts banJitti, i. 301. 
Thompson, John, executed, i. 4,1:4, 
Thompson, N" robber, i. CS!J, GDl. 
Thompson, R. A" mcssengerto 'Yash- 
ington, ii, 338, 
Thompson, S. T., vice-prest, \
ig. 

011;:, ii, 113,582; on war com. Vlg, , 
11, I i 8, 
Thompson T" Brace's trial, ii. 488. 
Thompson: 'V, T.,on Exec, Vig.Com" 
ii. 11:
, 178; reply to governor's 
message, ii. 583-5, 
 
. 
Thompson, ,Yo 'V" on Exec,"\ 19, Com., 
i, 3U4, 
Thompson jun" \V" opposes vigilants, 
i, 3ü!), 
Thornton, guards jail, ii, 200; Terry's 
trial, ii, 403, 
Thornton, J, y" Ucnicia confcrencc, 
ii, :
07, 
Thorrington, '\
., i"r(':;ul
ri
i(,q, i. 
504-5; lJallgf'd hyYi.':.", ('om.. i. ;ms, 
POI'. TRIB" YOLo II. 4J 
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Thrall, H. H" military, Yi..., Cor
 ., 
ii. 177. 0 
Thurmollll, on pop, trib., i. G';
; (. ," 
pellcII by citizens, i, t;';!}-"'ìO, 
Tice, hellI byYi
, ('um" Ii. :3
.2, 
Tilfonl, F" (IP. \ïg, COlll., 1, :;08-1 I. 
Tillingha<;;t, \\
, II., yicc,prcst. Yi 
Com,. ii, ll:{, 1:31; nH'mber com, I ìJ 
alhlrcss. ii. 3
0; Terrv's aITf'i'>t, Ji, 
38
; candidate for trèa
" ii, Ij-1,j. 
Tisnado, )1., hanging of, i. 7
!'-30, 
Tom, thc :'pallial'll, murc ler
r, i, f;,.: 
ban 6 cd hy moll, i, G:

. 
TmnlC
, J., canllitlate for sheriff, i, II 
Tra\'us, shoots Taylor, ii, liOS-ft, 
Treasure City, la \\' le
snc
s in. i. Gl-1. 
Tribunal::;, I"\cc Popular TriLul1al::" 
Triplett, hanging <...f, i. 712, 
Truckee, Yig, (\ '11" IS; 4, i, .J.n
-.J. 
Trucma:l. Burdul. .3 trial, i. 
;O. 
Truett, II. B" al1llresses Yig, Cm 
ii. 4J7. 
Tructt, 
L F., on Exec, Yig. ('om.. i: 
113, 17K, 582; charactcr, ii, 1:..-)- 
helps takc jail, ii. I",>-PI: com. 
for Cora, ii, 2:!tj, 2:;0-2; Tel'n's 
rest, ii. 3....:?; trial, ii, .13ü, 473- 
goes c.......,t, ii. Gll : arrcst &1 d tl'i 1 
ii. GI
-lü, 
TuLlis, ...\. L., on Exec, Yig. Com" 
ll
. 13 I. 
Tucker, shot hy vigilants, i. G3
, 
Tucson, pop, triL, in, i. 7:!.7 -30, 
Tullos, shooting of, i. 713, 
Turlcy, attach('d by PuclJlos, i, 73Ð-4 
Turnbull, "
., Luml. Îor Tructt, ii, (jL!, 
TunIer, C, ('" merchant, ii. SO, 
Turner, D, 8., vice-prcst, Yig, Com.. 
ii, 113, 
Turncrsville, crime in, i. ,j::?O. 
Twiggs, H. L" military, Yig. Com" ii. 
}7], 


u 


rbiquitous, hcgins publication, ii, 2(j1) 
UpJykc, D, (]" sheritf, hanging of, i. 
(j(j7 -8. 
Utah, tribunals, i. 33. 


v 


Vail, hanging of, i, GI3, 'w 
Yahlés, :-4" hau?(,ll 11Y moh, 1. ..,13. 
Ynlcllcia, eXl'cutiun of, i, i -I,'). 
Yalenzucla, J., shot hy l'iti/('n
, i. w().t 
Yall Bokkell'J), J. L., su hI'Q.'nH.ul, 
2<;:
; ehid yi:.!, policf', i, :
,ï.); (",lIa- 
Ì:ll'(l h:v E "('
 ('om., i. 
.),j-û, 
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Y[':a 
.:;\, .s, m
yor, King's assassina- 
tion, ii. CC; l:'lcnJ..,ioll, ii. 290; re- 
quested to rcsi;n. ii. 446, 
Ya11l1crslice. judge, pop, trib" i, 5
2, 
Yarley, J., hanging of, i, 703, 
Yasq1wz, T" rubbed of pueblo }XLperS, 
ii, !113-I7, 
'assault, F" on Exec, Yig, Com" i, 
::>9-!. 
y 

":Ighn, shooting of, i. 715, 
Y clllngericht, purpose of, i. 4, 
Yera, o1>I)OSCS mob, i, .Jü9, 
Y crdugo, the, murder case, i. ü6, 
Y ictoria, riot in, i. ü46. 
Yigibllcc, principle of, i. 9-11, 16-17; 
ii, (it,,): relation to law, i. 28-30; ii. 
OS7; right cfùascd, i, 41-5; ii, G80-5; 
extension uf principle, i, 4:!9-40; ii, 
ü70-1: arguments pro et con, ii, 143- 
GO; l'cbtion to }>olitics, ii, G24-53; 
fruit
, ii, G39-ü3; compared with 
Inohocl>acy, i, 11-14; ii. Gû8; with 
insulTe.ctioll, ii, GS3; aim, ii, GS3. 
Yi6il
1lC'e Committee, 1831, organi7a- 
iion, i. '20G-13, 216-2.;; constitution 
[.wl by-laws, i, 211-12; secrecy, i, 

14-I.); archives, i, 218-22; system, 
i. 221-3, 25.3-8; perfected, i, 2GO-3; 

6G; Jenkins' affair, i, 229-3!); gen, 
com, of, i, 240, 2.33; Exéc, Com, of, i, 
24
-.3: papers sustain, i. 262-5; con- 
cern fflr Durdue's fate, i. 260--72; 
['c
ion ,,;ithJ, Stuart. i, 273-97; evad- 
ing llal)c:.
s corpus, i, 282-5; busiest 
l:lOn:h, i. 
!)O 312; mode of work, i, 
2a:'-:'('S; ii, 17; reportscf members, 
i. ::>0"2 -1: lcsalntions, i. 303-9; efforts 
to cOl
1p!ete jail, i, 30.3--{;; law
uits, 
i, 3Q
-11; opposition to, i, 31
$
; 
relation to politics, i. 320-]; rescue 
of prisoners from, i, 3.30-
; inyesti- 
gates rescue, i, ::).33-6; retakes In'is- 
onors, i, 3GO--l; r..ction with Kay, 
LeDras, i. 367-71; delivers criminals 
to authorities, i. 371-2; miscellane- 
()US captures, i. 373-G; ,varns crim- 
inals, i, 375; receives gift, i, 381-2; 
reorganized, i. 385; certificate of 
memhership. i, 300; closing actions, 
i, 3D3-406; surveillance of, i. 3D8; 
di
perses moh, i. 401; attitude of law 
to, i. 40
; as regarded by the world, 
i, 407 -28; adjourns, ii, 17; gen, meet- 
ing, ii, 18; compared with that of 
18.36; i, 2D7; ii. üG6, 
Yigilanee Committee, 1836, genesis, 
ii, 69-113; call of, ii. 7
; organiza- 
tion, ii. 73-11:3; cnrolling memùers, 
ii. 7,')-8; ['.,ttacked by IIerald, ii, 78- 
S
; composition, ii. 8
-.3, 666-7; mil- 


itary organization, ii, 87-111, 340- 
51, 4D4, 531-2; revenue, ii. SO-f)I, 
667; rooms, ii, 97-110; seal, ii. 110; 
cOl1sti tu tic;], ii, 111- I :3; opposition 
to, ii. 161-7.3, 280-303, 324-43, 33.3- 
GO, G24-30, G37 -8; seizes jail, ii. 176- 
93; sentiment concerning, ii, 194- 
204; journalisticopinions, ii, 20.3--2.3; 
trial and execution of Casey and 
Cora, ii, 226-37; work, ii, 2ü7-70, 
316-.35; miscellaneous arrests, ii. 
2GD-83; black list, ii. 
81, 348, 3.32, 
527; jokes, ii, 281-:{; negotiates 
with state authorities, ii,306-8, 3-1:1; 
secession suggesteJ to, ii, 318-19; 
address to citizens, ii, 3'20-3; Na- 
tional Guard side with, ii, 324; 
aiùed by citizens, ii, 3:{D-40; com- 
plaints against, ii, 341-2, G39; policy, 
ii, 3-1:!-.); attem})t to burn building 
of, ii, 3.j'2; feelings of clergy, ii. 336, 
G33; patriotism of opposition, ii, 
368-0; patriotism of members, ii. 
3GD; arrest of Terry, ii, 370-86; 
trial of, ii, 402-83; policy of opposi- 
tioll, ii. 370-1; seizes state arms, Ïi. 
372-.3; 
rison-quarters, ii, 3SG; cap- 
tures entire opposition, ii. 387-401; 
honors merited, ii. 396-8, 401; in- 
timidating members, ii. 408, 610; 
plans to take U, S. forts, ii, 413; ne- 
gotiates "\vith gOY" ii. 4-14, 452-5; 
Howard'::; speeches against, ii, 4.36- 
G3; fcelingof membersagainstExee" 
ii, 4üG-7; trial of Brace anù Hether- 
ington, ii, 488-500; ohject, ii, 507; 
prisoners, ii. 508; politics, ii. ;jl0, 
547, ß24<j.3; proposeù history, ii. 
510-12; in\yestigates pueblo papers, 
ii, f>13-24; arrests the Greens, ii. 
520-3; sued by the Greens, ii, 524; 
flnal adjournment, and effect on 
crime, ii, 526-47; grand parade, ii. 
529-33; relatioll to federal authori- 
ties, ii. 528,568-74; aclclress of exec, 
to gen, com" ii. .')36-40, ü21-3; treas- 
urer's report, ii. 512-3; auction sale, 
ii, 544-5; medals, ii, 546; purpose 
completed, ii, 547; delivers state 
anns, ii, 577; reply to gov,'s mes- 
sage, ii, 581-5; persons expelled 
state, ii. 590-5; suits and annoy- 
ances, ii, GI0-20; rescinds expatri- 
ation, ii, ü20-:
; plans to protect 
ballot-box, ii, G42-3; fruits of, ii. 
648-63; moderation of, ii, 6GO-l; 
compared with that of 18.31, ii. 666; 
desire for disbandment, ii, 694-5, 
Yigilallee Committees, term, defined, 
i. 8 ; principle of, i. 9-11; compared 



with mobs, i. 11-14; hiahest form 
i. ,I 
 17; composition, b ii, 141-2 
 
ongm of term, i. 207-8. foreign 
opinions of, ii. 548-59; exe
, com, as 
a boùy, ii, 540-50. See also Popular 
Tribunals, 
Vigilan

 Committees (S. F,), unique- 
nes

 J
, 

4-3; author's judgment 

.o
, 11, G8G-I; secrecy, ii. mJ2-3. 
'lgIlance, Fort, or Fort Gunnybags 
r. lan 2 f , ii. 97-108; strengthened: 


, 3!" 3
8, 330; attempt to burn, 
u, 3,)2; chsmantled, ii, 527, 
Yigilauts, l11cm l)ers ofVig, Com" i. 18, 
Yilla, 1\1. del Rosario, llUsband'8 mur- 
deress, i, G3, 
Yillaseque, on Vig, Com" ii, 531. 
Yirgin, robbery of, i. 226-8. 
Yirginia City, early growth, i. 601; 
rioters in, i, G12; Vig, Com" 617- 
18, 
Yisalia, Vig, Com., i. 471-4; Ku Klux 
Klan, i. 472, 
'
iviall, killing of, i. 532. 


,v 


\Y fide, J" opposes Vig, Com" ii, 32:>, 
\Vadc, 0, R" merchant, ii, 80. 
l'{adsworth, ,J, C, L" Jenkins' execu- 
tion, i, 233; seizes \Vhittaker, i. 
336-7; addresses Vig, Com" ii, 407, 
'Vagner, J., road-agent, i, 681; hanged 
by vigilants, i, GS3, 
\Yakeman, Ned" chief water-police, 
i, 223; Jenkins' execution, i. 234, 
\Valden, in mob's hands, i. 174, 
\Valdo, \V" candidate for gov, , i. 
433, 
\Valker, J" hanging of, i, 619, 
"
aIker, \V" editor, i. 138-9, 
\Vall, stage-robber, i, 715. 
\Vallace, Ì{,., escapes mob, i. 563, 
,,? allace, l
, B" on Vig, Com., ii, 532. 
\Yalla \Valla, character early settlers, 
i. ü;33-6, 
'Valla "'"alIa Valley, Vig. Com" i. 
633-8, 
\Valrotb, merchant, ii. 80. 
"
alter, J" shot, i. 700-1. 
\Valters, hanging of, i, 673, 
\Vard, F., opposes Houn
ls, i, 98, . 
\Yard G, R., treas" VIg, Com" 1, 
21 D: 221 ; Jenkins' execution, i. 235; 
on Exec, Com" 1851, i. 394; 18.36, 
ii, 113; King's assassination, ii, ü4; 
Terry's arrest, ii, 382; urges capture 
of arms, ii, 387; com, on pueblo 
papers, ii. 524. 
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'Yard, James C" assoc, justice with 
alcalde, i. 99; on Exec. Vi g , Co m 
i. 3D4, " 
\Vard, J olm, Barclay's execution i 
5.){). ' ' 
'Vardwell, clerk, i, 206. 
'Vashing
n" early society, i. 58-9; 
pop, tnb" 1. G3444. 
'V ashingto
 Guards, rescue J ansell 
robbers, 1, 184, 
'Vashoe, See Nevada, 
'V!1'terman, Capt, , saved by Vig, Com" 
1, 398, 
\Vatkins, recorder, opposes mob i, 
5
3 ' 
'V atkins, G, B" King's assassination 
ii, G3; joins Vig, Com" ii. 7:5; chief 
vig, police, ii. 93; helps take jail, ii. 
182, HH; Cora's trial, ii, 233, 
'Vatson, G, F" military, Vi(/', Com, 
ii, 177; parade, ii. 531. 0 , 
'Vatson, \V" hanged by mob, i, 544, 
\Vatson (Sac,), on Exec. Vig, Com" 
i. 441. 
'Vatsonville, mob, i. 555-6, 569. 
\Veapons, effect of carrying, i. 120-2. 
'Veaver Creek, pop, trib, in, i. 5
6, 
'Veaverville, pop, trib" i. 437, 519, 
\Vebb, hanged by mob, i, 5G8. 
\Vebb, ex-mayor, addresses Vig. Com., 
ii. :-n 8, 
'Vebb, H, N" assaulted, ii. G04, 
'Vebb, S, p" on Vig, Com" ii, 13:5. 
\Veiger, Con" hanged, i. 717. 
'Velch, Mike, shooting of, i. G54, 
\Veller, J, B" action near mob, i. 38.'); 
counsel for Herbert, ii, 561; as 
gov., ii, 589. 
Wells, A., as judge, ii. 333; letters 
of, ii. 334-7, 
'Vemah, Indian chief, i. 52.3. 
'Ventworth, H" hanged, i. 700, 
'Vest, Co1. J, R" commands militia, 
ii. 163; surrenders armory, ii. 390, 
Wetmore, C, E., aids Vig. Com" ii. 
372-3. 
\Vheeler, Rev. 0, C" sustains vigil- 
ants, i. 2G3; Sacksin's punishment, 
i. 448; attends execution, i, 448, 
Whisler, G, R., murder of, i, 732, 
\Vhite, G, 'V., seizure \Vhittaker, i. 
362. 
White, Jack, kills Fudgett, i. 463. 
'Vhite, Jim, expelled state, ii. 281, 3D2, 
'Vhite Pine, lawlessness in, i. GI4, 
'Vhite, R., shot by mob, i, 734, 
\Yhite, Sam, shoots Flory, ii. 338, 
'Vhite, 'V. H" on Exec, Vig. Com., 
i. 3D4. 
"
hite Oak Springs, pop, trih, in, i. 524, 
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\Vhitford, J" hanged, i. ';48, 
\Yhittaker, S" member Stuart's gang, 
i. 287, 33.3; see Stuart's confession, 
i, 2ÐO-2; captured by vigil ants, i, 
336, 330-64; trial, i. 341-3; confes- 
sion, i. 343-Ð; execution, i, 363 -4, 
'Vightman, p" indicted for murder, 
ii, 4Ð, 234; on Llack list, ii. 281. 
\Yilcox, Capt" i, 724, 
'Vild Horse District, law in, i, G49. 
'Vildred, robber, trial, i. 1
0-94; see 
\Yhittaker's confession, i. 34.3-8, 
".ilkerson, Pole, escapes mob, i. 544, 
'Yilkins, C" murderer, hanged by 
citizens, i, 509; confession, i. 510-11. 
\Villiams, in mob's hands, i. 527, 
'Yill
ams, J. J" Benicia conference, 
ii. 307. 
'Yillis, J" hanging of, i, 730; exploit 
of, i, 731-2, 
'Vills, \V" hanged by Vig. Com., i, 
637. 
\Vilson, sheriff, in mob's hands, i. 57lo 
'Yilson, B, D" mayor, i. 489, 
'Yilson, C" hanged byvigilants, i, 701, 
'Vilson, Gen" presides mass-meeting, 
i. 134; ii. 681. 
\Vilson, James, sentence of, i. 451. 
'Vilson, Joseph, trial and execution, 
i. 707-12, 
\Yilson, Judge (Sac,), attacked, i. 447. 
\Vilson, Judge (:\Iontana), on pop, 
trib" i. 6i8. 
\Yi1son, 'V" thief, i, 138. 
\Vineniller, A., hanged, i, 706, 
\Vinnemucca, Vig, Com" i. 621. 
'Vitena-gemòt, nature, i. 5. 
'Vomen, execution of, i, 63-6, 583-6; 
regarded by Cal. miners, i. 577-8. 
\V ood, presents petition, i. 404, 
'V ood, Co1., on pop. trib" i. 678. 
\V ood (Los Angeles), arrest and hang- 
ing of, i, 508-9, ' 
\Vooù, J, :1\1., hanging of, i. 671, 706, 
\Vooel, 1. C" partner, Aùams and Co" 
ii. 23. 
\Voodbriùge, Rev. Dr" views on Vig, 
Com" ii. 662. 
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\V oodruff, E" member vigilants, i. 
4.34, 
\Vooc1worth, F, A" joins Yig. Com" 
i. 210; Burdue's trial, i. 2';0; Of! 
Exec, Com" i, 3U4. 
'V oodworth, S, E" on Y ig, Com" i. 
210; prest, gen, com" i, 218; char- 
acter, i. 247-8; vice-prest, Vig, Com" 
i, 384, 394; prest" ii, 19. 
Vir ooùworth, \V, A" aids Vig, Com" 
ii, 339, 
\Y 001, Gen. J, E" commander, Cal., 
ii, 290; relation to Yig, Com" 1836, 
ii. ]62-3, 293-4, 310-1.3, 
'V oolman, J" marshal, pop, trib" i. 
709- 
\Voolsey, K, S" threatened hy despe- 
rados, i. 728-9; apprehends crimi- 
nals, i. 733, 
".,. ork (Cann.tla), justice, i. G45. 
'York (Sonora), opposes mob, i. 176-7, 
\Vrangel, Fort, trib., i, 644-.3. 
\Vyse, criticism on American law, i, 
14-15. 


y 


Yager, E" road -agen t, hanged by 
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